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News

Beer Festival - “A Success”

Three tons of beer were quaffed from 1,200 glasses during the Royal

College of Science Union’s Beer Festival in the JCR on Wednesday, writes

Lynn Bravey.

The event, which launched this year’s Rag Week was hailed as ‘the

booziest night of the year’. It was proclaimed “a success” by Paul Thomas,

the event organiser. Accompanied by the sound of morris dancers merrily

japing in the corner, Paul informed Felix that there had been “no trouble at

all” and that he was “very happy” with the way things had gone. The

atmosphere of the place suggested that this year’s Rag Week would be one

to remember (or not, depending on whether you sampled any of the fine

ales on offer!).

Thief Thwarted
BY JOE MCFADDEN

College security, this week, foiled

another attempt at smash and grab

vandalism. The attempt occurred in

Southside Bar on Tuesday morning.

A man was disturbed while

breaking into a games machine,

which he had dragged into one of

the bar’s toilets. He is described as

white, in his early twenties and

about 5’10” in height with a slim

build. Witnesses reported that the

man had been waiting in the bar

from about 8am and was later seen

attempting to enter Falmouth

Keogh Hall.

The man managed to escape

when challenged in Southside, but

several bags of coins were

recovered by security.

This is the latest in a series of

attempted thefts and vandalism in

Southside and the halls of

residences this term and crime in

general has been on the increase at

Imperial College this year.

Triple First For IC
BY PAUL DIAS

The first UK student branch of the

Institute of Electronic and Electrical

Engineers (IEEE - pronounced I-

triple-E) is set to start at Imperial

College in two weeks’ time. The

IEEE is devoted to the promotion of

professional standards in engineering

industries. Student membership at

Imperial College will be open to

those in the Electrical Engineering

and Computing departments, as

well as those on the ISE

cross-department course.

An interim committee, led by

third year Computing student Elen

Marie Austenaa, is organising the

launch of Imperial College’s IEEE

branch. Students from eligible

departments should contact Ms

Austenaa for membership

application forms. Students can join

the international IEEE organisation

for the reduced fee of about £15.

The committee post elections are to

be held on Wednesday 17th

November.

The Imperial College student

branch hopes to hold talks by

industry representatives and visit

companies along with a range of

social events. Student members of

the IEEE will also be able to

receive publications covering the

whole range of industries supported

by the IEEE.

One member of the interim

committee said, “We are extremely

pleased that the country’s first IEEE

student branch is to be at Imperial

College, and we hope that as many

students as possible will take the

opportunity to join.”

NUS To Become A Charity
BY SHAUN JOYNSON

In a move designed to protect itself

from government reforms, the

National Union of Students (NUS)

has announced plans to become a

charity. The plan to apply for

charitable status was announced on

Monday at the end of the

Department For Education’s 30-

day period of consultation over the

future of student unions.

The NUS President, Lorna

Fitzsimmons, said of the move,

“Our charity will be in the best

interests of students”. The proposal

to turn the NUS into a charity will

be put before the Charity

Commissioners later this month.

The NUS hopes that the granting

of charitable status will allow them

to benefit from a wide range of

educational grants which, at

present, they are ineligible for. A

further benefit of the move, NUS

leaders believe, is that it will allow

the Union to conduct paid

educational research on behalf of

clients in both education and

industry. “This will benefit the

public, by providing them with

useful research on the quality of

education today,” said Ms
Fitzsimmons.

The NUS claims that students

will be unaffected by its switch to

charitable status, as it is intended to

split the organisation in two.

Student affairs would be handled by

the charity, whilst the campaigning

work would be handled by the main

body of the Union.

Over the years, the NUS has

been noted for its highly vocal

campaigning style on behalf of

students. Suggestions that the move

to charitable status will lead to the

demise of the NUS as a ‘political’

pressure group were refuted in an

interview on IC Radio by NUS

national executive member lan

Moore. “There will still be a

campaigning side of the NUS, but

that will take place in a separate

arm to the charity,” said Mr Moore.

Denying that the charity move

was a reaction to the government’s

apparent hostility towards the NUS,

Mr Moore told IC Radio News

Editor, Paul Dias, that the matter

had been under consideration for a

number of years. “The government

legislation is looking at dis-

couraging local students unions

from affiliating to the NUS and,

naturally, we considered that when

we made the decision. By making

this move, we come _ under

charitable law, and can prove that

the money that we have is spent

properly.”

The results of the NUS’s change

to a charity will not take effect for a

few years, Mr Moore added. “As a

charity, we can apply for charitable

and educational trust monies and

there are advantages in that. I hope

we’re not going to be in the

situation where we’ve got begging

bowls out and, hopefully, if the

government drops its ludicrous

legislative ideas, then we’ll be able

to continue with our current system

of collecting affiliation fees”.

News team meetings are held ‘on Monday, 1pm in the Felix Office



News

Bogus Degree

BY LYNN BRAVEY

A top information technology

officer for Australian Telecom has

resigned following allegations of a

bogus degree supposedly from

Imperial College.

Dr Sorrentino resigned last

Monday, five weeks after accepting

the post. Imperial College Registry

were unable to find any records

regarding his PhD. Sorrentino

stated that the allegations were “a

red herring” and that he resigned

for “personal reasons”.

The story coincides with recent

research by the Institute of

Manpower Studies. According to

their findings, graduates are

becoming increasingly desperate for

jobs and are faking qualifications

on their application forms. Aware

that many potential employers

rarely check the information, many

give fake results. With the job

market now so competitive,

untrained selection staff are often

told to only select candidates from

the ‘old’ universities.

Medical Negotiations

BY ANDREW TSENG,

NEWS EDITOR

Imperial College has taken a further

step in becoming a medical ‘super-

school’. Sir Ronald Oxburgh,

Rector of Imperial College, has

announced the start of negotiations

with three medical institutes with a

view to the merging of Imperial

College with each of them.

The announcement comes

almost one year after the Executive

Committee of Imperial College’s

Governing Body expressed its

approval of the merging of the

Royal Postgraduate Medical

School, the Institute of Cancer

Research and the National Heart

and Lung Institute with Imperial

College.

Sir Ronald commented, “It is

giving us the opportunity to rethink

medical education.”

Coach Terrorises

Magazine
BY MICHAEL INGRAM

Members of Imperial College’s

superlative Boat Club were shocked

this week to learn that their coach,

Bill Mason, is said to look like a

terrorist. The apparant resemblance

was spotted by the executive

committee of the Amateur Rowing

Association (ARA) when reviewing

the cover photo on what was to be

the latest issue of the Association’s

magazine, ‘Regatta’.

The cover featured Mr Mason,

dressed in black clothes and a

sinister-looking balaclava with slits

in the eyes and nose, shouting

instructions through a megaphone

to rowers on the Thames. The

photograph, which had been

waiting to be used for six months,

was described as sinister, with Mr

Mason looking like ‘an IRA

terrorist reviewing his men’.

The ARA ordered the issue to be

withdrawn. The 16,000 copies of

the magazine, which were to be

mailed to members and other

subscribers on Tuesday, had to be

replaced with issues with a different

cover. The replacing of the cover

photograph with one of Mr Mason

in graduation regalia caused a delay

of one week. The chairman of the

committee, Mrs Di Ellis, said that

the original picture was

“inappropriate in any

circumstances’’.

The cover photograph was

intended to lead into a story about

Mr Mason, an olympic and Imperial

College coach, who recently

received two awards - an honorary

degree from Imperial College and

the ARA’s medal of honour.

The editor of the magazine, Mr

Chris Dodd, had redesigned the

magazine for this issue. He

commented, “We were looking for

a cover which had impact and boy,

we found it.”
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Reviews

Barbarina (Nerys Jones) and Cherubino (Ethna Robinson) in a scene from Figaro’s Wedding

Two comic operas featuring the same characters

from the same company, I decided to review the

two together.

The Barber Of Seville is the first of these two

to see if you intend to see them both. One of

Rossini’s classic operas, it tells the tale of a

young Count and his attempts to woo and wed

the beautiful Rosina. Dr. Bartolo, Rosina’s

guardian, has other ideas and is set on marrying

Rosina himself to get his hands on her not

inconsiderable fortune.

Count Almaviva decides to enlist the help of

Figaro, the Barber of Seville come matchmaker

and many cunning and amusing plans are

wrought to confuse and delude Dr Bartolo. A

further complication is thrown in when the

Count decides that he wants Rosina to fall in

love with him before she knows who he really is.

Two hours of frolics ensue with top marks going

to Paul Nilon and Andrew Shore for their

hilarious performances as Count Almaviva and

Dr Bartolo.

This revival of The Barber is all you would

expect from one of our top opera companies.

The sets are perfect, and the mood was apt. The

audience came about as close to rolling in the

aisles as could be expected of an opera audience

and I thoroughly enjoyed’ the whole production.

Two weeks later and back I was at the

London Coliseum to see the next installment,

Mozart’s Figaro’s Wedding. Set three years after

The Barber Of Seville, Figaro is now working as

Count Almaviva’s manservant and is all set to

marry Countess Rosina’s maid, Susanna.

Out to thwart their plans, though, is

Marcellina, a lady from whom Figaro borrowed

a sum of money on the agreement that he would

marry her if he failed to repay the debt. This he

is intending to do with the dowry the Count is

giving to Susanna for her wedding. The Count is

however regretting his generosity as he has

decided that he quite fancies Susanna himself.

Further, he is trying to reinstate an old

tradition which he abolished which would have

given him the right to an assignation with

Susanna as the provider of her dowry. Dr

Bartolo is helping both the Count and

Marcellina, hoping to revenge himself on Figaro

for helping Count Almaviva steal his Rosina.

To aid in all the confusion and intrigue

Cherubino, a young would-be Cassanova, is in

love with the Countess, Susanna and just about

every other female in the cast. Many a merry

dance is led by everyone and you wonder if

Figaro isn’t just a bit too clever by half.

Anyway, all’s well that ends well, as this

inevitably does.

Again the performances are good, although

the casting wasn’t as good as for The Barber and

the sets are extremely garish, each of the four

acts in a different colour as the scenes change.

Susanna and Cherubino (Cathryn Pope and

Ethna Robinson) came across the best in my

books, putting plenty of life into their characters.

Of the two I would say that The Barber Of

Seville was the better, and not just because I

prefer Rossini to Mozart; funnier, more lively,

better produced.

That said, both operas are well worth seeing

and if you’re a bit hesitant, both operas are in

English and quite understandable, so you will

get all the jokes!

FOB

London Coliseum, St Martin’s Lane,WC2N, 071

836 3161. Student stand-by £14.50 3hrs before

performance (1 per person).

Figaro’s Wedding: Wed, Thu 7pm, Sat 6pm

The Barber Of Seville: Tue, Fri 7.30pm

Medea, at the Wyndam’s Theatre, is reviewed on page 15


