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Disco War
Investigations Unit

Imperial College Union Ents may

lose their exclusive right to hold

discos in the Union Building on

Wednesday and Friday nights. The

development follows the refusal by

Andy Kerr, Ents Chairman, to

accept a last minute booking for

tonight’s ‘Great Rag Bash’. The

disco will now be done by Imperial

College Radio.

The Investigations Unit

understands that Lorna Mountford,

Rag Secretary, tried to make a disco”
booking with Ents earlier this week,

and that the booking was refused by

the Ents Chairman because the

necessary disco equipment would

not be available tonight. This

equipment, which is Union

property, has been hired out for a

private function to be held tonight.

Miss Mountford and other Rag

officials have refused to comment

to Felix on the booking, but

witnesses have told Felix of a

telephone conversation between

' Miss Mountford and Mandy

Hurford, Union General Manager.

Miss Mountford told Ms Hurford

that she was ‘pissed off’ about the

disco booking being refused, and

asked for Ms Hurford’s assistance

in resolving the problem. Miss

Mountford was also reported to be

displeased with members of

Imperial College Union Dramatic

Society (DramSoc) who asked for

complimentary drink during this

week’s ‘RCS Beer Festival’. This

complimentary drink has been

given in past years to DramSoc

members helping with the Festival.

As a result of Miss Mountford’s

conversation with Ms Hurford, a

meeting was held in the Union

Office, with Chris Davidson, Union

President, Rick Bilby, Union

Deputy President, Mandy Hurford

and Andy Kerr among those

present. This sometimes heated

IRA targets South Kensington

by Neil Michael

The IRA are targeting the

Kensington and Chelsea area it was

claimed on Wednesday by a

member of London Regional

Transport Police after a bomb

explosion at South Kensington tube

station.

The IRA have stepped up their

campaign of bombing recently with

an attack on Harrods last week

which injured three people. Fears

of an increase in terrorist activity

in the South Kensington area have

increased with the approach of

Mountbatten Memorial Festivalin

the Royal Albert Hall next week.

The Metropolitan police would not

confirm or deny the rumour, saying

only that it was against police policy

to comment on_ intelligence

operations.

Wednesday’s bomb was planted

in a disused life shaft between the

Piccadilly line and the District line

platforms, and went off at 3.29pm,

showering the westbound Piccadilly

line platform with debris. Police

received two warnings from a male

with an Irish accent using a

recognised code-word. The

warnings were made twenty

minutes before the bomb went off.

meeting decided that Imperial

College Radio would be asked to do

the disco for the ‘Great Rag Bash’

in the Ents lounge, using both IC

Radio equipment, and remaining

Ents equipment, including lights

and smoke machine. IC Radio

would provide records, turntables

and a mixing desk for the disco.

Following this meeting, Rick

Bilby made several attempts to

contact IC Radio about holding the

disco. Discussions were later held

between Mr Bilby and David

Cohen, IC Radio Station Manager,

with Mr Cohen agreeing to IC

Radio running the disco for Rag. It

was also agreed by Mr Cohen, at

the suggestion of Mr Bilby, to

waive the normal fee of £100. All

monies collected tonight will now

go to Rag.

The Investigations Unit

understands that, as an indirect

consequence of the £100 fee being

waived, IC Radio will now receive

‘preferential’ treatment should the

Union need to hold discos in future.

This includes discos for clubs and

societies, and a private function

already booked in the name of

Angus Fraser. The arrangement

may also include some discos to be

held on Wednesday and Friday

nights. Mr Bilby was able to

confirm that an arrangement had

been reached with IC Radio, but

denied offering the chance to do

Ents traditional discos on

Wednesday and Friday.

The ‘Great Rag Bash’ will be

held in the Union Building tonight

at 8.00pm.
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Easter lease

by Jacob Andelin

Students wishing to spend extra

time in halls of residence over the

Easter vacation should contact the

Accommodation Office. Miss

Nicky Fox, Union Housing Officer,

told Felix that if there were any

students who were still not happy

with the lease they hold, they should

get in touch with the

Accommodation Office to see if

they can change it. She went on to

say that if students wanted to either

leave there rooms late, or come

back early, to study for exams for

example, they should also go to the

Accommodation Office and explain

why they needed their rooms for the

extra time. Any student staying in

halls over the vacation will be

charged normal rent, not

‘commercial’ rate as was suggested

by the Accommodation Office last

year.

Speaking to Felix, John Hassard,

- Warden of Selkirk and Tizard Halls

of Residence, said that he

understood the importance of

maximising income from the

accommodation, but that the

students shouldn’t be

inconvenienced. Dr Hassard went

on to say that more rooms should

be available for storage of students’

belongings over the vacation, and

he couldn’t see why only three or

four rooms should be provided, as

was the case last year, when

maximum occupancy of the halls

over the Easter period was only

60%.

Sabb speculation
This year’s sabbatical elections will

begin on Monday 8 February, when

papers will go up for the nomination :

of candidates. A range of posts will

be open for election, comprising.

President, Deputy President,

Honorary Secretary Events (Hon

Sec Ents), and the joint post of Felix

Editor and Print Unit Manager.

Elections will also be held for

eleven non-sabbatical posts,.

including Ents Chairman, Welfare

Boat Racing

by Jacob Andelin

Imperial College is to host the first

National Indoor Rowing

Championships. Teams from as far

apart as Leeds and Bath are taking

part in the event, to be held in the

Great Hall, on Sunday 7 February,

starting at llam. Anne Marie

Dryden, current World Indoor

Women’s Lightweight Indoor

Rowing Champion, will be

presenting prizes, and guest

appearances may be made by Andy

Ripley (ex- England Rugby

International) and Matthew Pinsent,

Olympic Gold Medallist. Students

interested in entering a team in the

competition should get into teams

of four and turn up on the day.

Students lose out of survey
by Declan Curry

The student grant is worth only

40% of its 1980 value in terms of

average earnings, according to

figures released by the Central

Statistics Office. Social Trends

1993 also shows that polytechnic

graduates are twice as likely to be

unemployed as _ university

graduates, and that the number of

graduates training to be teachers has

increased by two thirds.

Education Department figures

show that while the number of

medicine and dentistry graduates

fell by 100 in the year to 1990/1,

the number of biological science

graduates rose by 1,900 with the

number of physical science

graduates rising by 2,700. The

number of engineering and

technology graduates, and

mathematical and computing

graduates both increased by 4,100.

The numbers of full time

undergraduates has increased by

over 8% in the year to 1990/1, with

the proportion of female students in

all full time degree courses

increasing by almost 10% during

the last ten years.

STILL PAYING

20% MORE

than you should for

phone calls?

SIGN UP WITH ACC

Imperial College's new student

telephone service

@ 10% off BT pay/card phones rates

@plus an extra 10% off for prompt payment

@ you only pay for the calls you make

NO CALLS = NO CHARGE!

Sign up this week 8.2.93-15.2.93, at the ACC table, offstreet entrance

to the Southside Bar, 1800-2100 bring this ad and receive a voucher for:

off a POTATO at SOUTHSIDE BAR
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Officer and External Affairs

Officer.

Each candidate must be proposed

by a full member of Imperial

College Union, and seconded by

twenty others. Nominations will

close when papers come down on

Friday 19 February. After this date,

campaigning for all posts may

begin. Hustings, where candidates

can be questioned, will take place

in the Students’ Union at St. Mary’s

Hospital Medical School on

Monday 2 March. South

Kensington hustings will take place

on 4 March.

Although no candidates have yet

to formally declare that they are

standing for election, speculation

about possible candidates is rife,

with most speculation centring on

the post of president. Rachel

Mountford, Rag Chair, is expected

to put up a strong challenge, as

Mark Swan, ‘St. Mary’s Students’

Union President, may propose her.

Ms Mountford’s main rival is

expected to be Marc Ellis, last

year’s Rag Chair. Mr Ellis,

commonly known as Penguin, may

also be proposed by a influential

member of St. Mary’s Students’

Union. The St. Mary’s vote, which

has proved significant in electing

Imperial College Union sabbaticals

in past years, now seems uniquely

open to the possibility of a split.

Another possibility for President

is Andrew Wensley, who would not

directly confirm the suggestions,

but instead suggested that he might

stand for Felix Editor and Print Unit

Manager.

The election for Deputy President

is forecast to be the least contested

post this year. David Goddard, ex-

Broadsheet Editor is said to be

interested in the post, damping

speculation that he would stand for

Felix Editor and Print Unit

Manager. To some muffled

expressions of surprise, Phillip

Henry, ex Phoenix Editor, is

actively searching a proposer for the

position of Deputy President. At the

time of going to press, Mr Henry

had yet to secure a proposer.

Charlie Leary, Chairman of Jazz

and Rock Club, has been mentioned

as a candidate for Hon Sec (Ents).

An Ents candidate may also be put

forward this year, as Dominic

Wilkinson, this year’s Hon Sec

(Ents), was involved with Ents last

year. This year’s Ents Chair is

Andy Kerr.

Rebecca Land has been interested

in the position of Felix Editor and

Print Unit Manager since last

summer, and was expected to have

an uncontested election until Ian

Davis announced his intention to

stand for the post. An amicable

contest, though deemed unlikely by

some, has not been ruled out.

Other contenders will

undoubtedly appear before papers

come down and nominations close

on Friday 19 February. Candidates

will expose themselves throughout

Imperial College for the next four

weeks until the contests are resolved

on the evening of Tuesday 9 March.



Cat’s Eyes
Stargazing

Yesterday (Tuesday 2nd) was

apparently a major astrological

event. For those who know

anything about the meaning of the

position of the planets etc. Uranus

and Neptune were in Capricorn

with Mars in opposition. The last

time the planets were lined up thus,

some 170+ years ago, Napoleon

died. So who died was really

important?

999 kHz

Depeche Mode. Depeche bloody

Mode! Of all the famous, talented

rock groups in the world, IC radio

choose one that can sing as badly

as their name sounds. The only

thing that keeps me listening is the

unique way that something always

goes wrong. What’s this? God spare

me please! A planned live broadcast

from the RCS_ Piss-Artists

Convention in the JCR. Steve (at

least I think it’s Steve) will be

interviewing a few ex-sober

students, to try to convey what’s

occurring in the JCR. What’s

occurring? Picture this: lots of

students and cheap beer. No active

imagination needed here and no

outside broadcast neither.

Sabbs

Papers go up next Monday (8th) for

the Sabb Elections. Will Chris run

for president again, assisted by

Ricky-ticky-slicky-mickey-nicky-

nacky-wacky-baccy Bilby? With a

name that long, would you? Will

the Hon Sec position be filled by

someone with a decent dress sense

for 1993-94? And will Jonty

volunteer for another year of late

nights and sweating and straining in

the Felix office. That’s nothing to

do with being Felix editor, it’s part

of his private life (according to the

graffiti on a particular set of toilets

in the college).

Bastard, shithead, cunt,

Thanks a bunch to the wanker for

arranging to handcuff me to the

O pinion
Felix 956 5 February 1993

Broadsheet editor, to give us a few

hours to settle our differences. Why

not agree to differ and leave things

as they are? I have made a rule of

not slagging them off ever again and

still they insist on continuing the

argument. Anyway, who gives a

fuck! Not I, because I am still

fuming over the attempted bondage

between me and someone

pretending to be Rachel. Who ever

you are, you wasted your fucking

money and I hope you become

sterile, miserable, fat, poor,

unwanted, mentally deficient and

homeless.

P J Dodd.

Defending the

Dear Jonty,

It was with shock and outrage that

I read Gavin Pearson’s complain

regarding ICU receptionists. Most

of us who frequent the Union are.

aware of Mr Pearson’s offending

manner and can regard him with the

respect he deserves—none. I do feel

that as Cathy and Michelle cannot

comment upon this letter

themselves someone should stand

up for them and set the matter to

rights for all students.

Firstly Cathy and Michelle are

ELECTION

PUBLICITY

if you want ICU Print

Unit to print your

publicity, price lists will

be available on February

8th

PLEASE GET STUFF IN

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

orders will be taken on

a 1st come, 1st served
basis

faith

two of the most important people in

the Union and we should give them

the respect they are due. They often

have a difficult job continually

repeating Union rules to every

student who wishes to book

vans/rooms or replace Union cards

etc. They are always blamed and

treated unjustly when the student

cannot get their way, Cathy and

Michelle only try to uphold the

rules laid down to make the Union

fair. I can quite understand them

getting stressed when rude insolent

Credits

News: Jacob, Declan, Neil,

Gareth. Features: Chris Riley,

Mike Chambelain, The Football

Club, Lise Yates. Reviews: Sara,

Mario, Richard, Gareth, Ian

‘Poddy’ Davis. What’s on: James.

Sport and Clubs: Sarmad.

Thanks to Andy, Rose, Simon,

James, Chris, Rick ‘Trouserless’

Bilby, Dominic, Josh, Alex T,

Stuart Rison, Steve Dunton, Dave

Cohen, PJ Dodd, Ian Hodge,

Rachel, Lorna, Sam, Kristina,

Cathy and Michelle (?), Andy

‘Get rid of it’ Kerr,

Careers Info
MILK ROUND closing date No 6

is on Monday 8th February. Hand

in applications on the day by

4.00pm. Details of interviews are

put up on the noticeboards outside

the Careers Service a few days

before the interview date.

SUMMER VACATION

TRAINING opportunities are now

available in the Careers Service.

Over 90 employers have supplied

details. Details of the UROP

scheme are available in

Departments and in the Careers

Service.

CAREERS SEMINARS are

being held each Wednesday

afternoon from 2.00-4.00pm.

Topics include Second Interviews

and Assessment Centres, Test

Practice for psychometric tests and

the Job Market for International

Students, sign up in the Careers

Service.

For further information come to

the Careers Service, Room 310

Sherfield—open from 10.00am to

5.15pm Monday to Friday. A Duty

Careers Adviser is available for

quick queries from 1.00-2.00pm

daily. You can also book a SHORT

APPOINTMENT of 15 minutes

between 2.00 and 4.00pm on

Tuesdays and Thursdays.

students not unlike Mr Pearson

barge into the Union demanding

immediate service.

Cathy and Michelle are

figureheads of the Union to most of

its students and so always are

blamed for its faults. It is not

surprising they feel down as very

few students thank them for their

help. We only notice them when

things go against us when in fact

Cathy and Michelle are most

helpful to the maximum of their

ability, within Union regulations.

If perhaps Mr Pearson bowed his

head and thanked them for all their

help instead of producing sexist,

rude and unsubstantiated comments

he would receive a better reception

in the future.

Let me take this opportunity on

behalf of all of us who have had

pleasant dealings with Michelle and

Cathy to thank them for their help

and cheery smiles to which Mr

Pearson is blind.

Thanks Cathy and Michelle,

Lorna Mountford, Physics 2.

summer

THE HEDLEY ROBERTS TRUST
Registered Charity No 1008008

free easter and

the Hedley Roberts Trust Is raising money to build Its fourth
centre for disabled and disadvantaged children

if you can help the charity, you will be able to enjoy a FREE flight,
for example, to:

usa and canada
asia or north africa

or a package holiday in

the alps or the mediterranean

we require students in teams of two or three, and a few hours of
your time each week, to help sell our lottery tickets

it you are interested call kirsty powell on 071 284 0244

holidays!


