
kk|
The Student Newspaper of Imperial College

] LJ LJ i l : ae 952 16 December 1992

Advisor advised Garden's Blaze
by Declan Curry

Stefano Ruis, Imperial College

Union Adviser, is seeking legal

advice on payments to Imperial

College Day Nursery. A spokesman

for the Attorney General’s office

told Felix that they had received a

letter from the Union asking for

permission to seek advice. This was

granted as a general request, and the

spokesman commended the ‘good

practice of union officers writing in’

if there was a possible problem.

ICU funding to the Day Nursery,

in Prince’s Gardens, was stopped

over two years ago. At that time,

sabbatical officers decided that

payments to the nursery did not give

a direct educational benefit to

students, and so were ultra vires

(out of rules, illegal). A legal

opinion sought by Felix in May this

year said that the payment provided

for a service of educational benefit,

and so was permissible. This

interpretation has been confirmed

for Felix by the Attorney General’s

office. The spokesman said

yesterday that the Treasury Solicitor

was ‘pretty relaxed about these

payments’, as such donations ‘were

related to the provision of services

for students as students’. He added

that day care facilities were

regarded as ‘beneficial to studies’.

Library Petition
by Gareth Light

Asst News Ed

The first section of a petition calling

for longer Library opening hours

has been given to the Rector. The

10 page, 154 signature, document

calls for the hours of the Lyon

Playfair Library to be changed to

an opening time of 9am and a

closing time of 10pm. This is a 1

hour extension on the current

9.30am- 9.30pm opening time, with

5.30pm closing during vacation

time. The petition asks for the new

hours to apply on Sunday and

during vacations.

The petition has been organised

by Dr Conrad Lichtenstein, of the

Centre for Biotechnology. Dr

Lichtenstein tells the Rector that

other copies of the petition are in

circulation, but the current petition

is being sent so that a response can

be made before Christmas. The

document says that opinions were

‘very strong in support of an

extension to the opening hours’, and

that ‘many people’ were

inconvenienced by the early closing

in the College vacations’. The

proposed new hours would cater for

research workers, postgraduates

and undergraduates working

through the holidays.

Dr Lichtenstein says that an

extension to the opening hours will

require an increase in salary costs,

and suggests that a significant

increase in costs could be avoided

by using security staff to man the

library during the extended hours.

Dr Lichtenstein adds that this means

the usual library support services

will not be available in the new

opening periods, but that staff and

students ‘would be grateful just to

use the library even if unable to take

books out then’.

The scene out side Gardens Hall on Monday

News Staff

A ‘chip pan fire’ in Garden Hall

was extinguished by the London

Fire Brigade on Monday night. The

fire started in a third floor kitchen

in the Prince’s Gardens’ hall, when

the pan was left heating on the

cooker. The oil was being used for

an 18th birthday fondue party, and

the girl said that she left the pan

heating for about five or ten

minutes.

Fire alarms went off in the Hall

at 7.52pm, and security guards

from the Prince’s Gardens’

Southside lodge were called. The

sub-warden put the fire out with a

carbon dioxide extinguisher, but it

re-ignited as the window was open.

Attempts to extinguish the fire a

second time failed, and the kitchen

filled with smoke. The sub warden

evacuated the kitchen, and closed

the door.

The hall had evacuated as all fire

alarms were audible and the

magnetically locked fire doors

opened. The fire brigade were

called by security at 8.00pm, and

they arrived at the scene at 8.04pm,

after which the fire was put out.

Speaking at the scene, Angus

Fraser, College Managing Director,

praised the fire service for their

. ‘prompt intervention’. ;

The Gardens fire followed earlier

fires or fire alerts in Southwell Hall

and the Union Building, when fire

alarms were inaudible. Nicky Fox,

Imperial College Union Housing

Officer, said she was ‘extremely

worried’ by the failure of fire

alarms in Robert Pryor House. The

College is continuing with its rolling

upgrading of fire safety systems on

College grounds. Weeks Hall will

be first to be upgraded, followed by

Linstead and Southside. Houses in

Evelyn Gardens will be the last to

be upgraded.
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Westward

by Andrew Tseng

Imperial College student Kirsty

Darbyshire has won $1000 after

becoming the 150,000th participant

of the British Universities North

America Club (BUNAC). The 30

year old club exists to enable young

people to combine work and travel.

The BUNAC programme allows

students to take almost ‘any job,

anywhere’ in North America over

the summer vacation. Commenting

on her award, to be spent on travel,

Kirsty said, ‘I was thinking about

doing Work Canada next summer,

so this will certainly be useful’.

Meanwhile, Imperial College

Ho

Union BUNAC Society was

affiliated to Imperial College Union

Social Clubs Committee (SCC) at

this week’s meeting of ICU

Council. The affiliation means that

all members of Imperial College

Union can participate in the club.

The club intends staging a lecture

programme in college to inform

members about the culture of North

America, and encouraging interest

in North American countries and

cultures through the BUNAC

exchange scheme. Imperial College

Union BUNAC society can be

contacted through the Union office.

Wealth created

by Dave Goddard

Undergraduate engineering students

may be in line for more money from

the Government. John Patten, the

Education Secretary, is considering

extra money on top of grants and

loans to increase the number of

people entering engineering as a

career. The awards would be

conditional on students promising to

spend their early careers in

engineering companies after

graduation. Similar bursaries have

already been used for postgraduate

teacher training courses.

Rethink on
by Declan Curry News Editor

An outline of the membership of the

Imperial College Union Working

Party on Union structure has been

announced. Imperial College Union

(ICU) Council approved the list

during their meeting last Monday

night. The Structure Working Party

includes Tim Cotton, Nicky Fox,

Mark Summers, Boon Yeo, and

Andy Wensley. Also on the party

will be an Academic Affairs Officer

(AAO) and a Constituent College

Union (CCU) president. The CCU

president may serve as an observer,

as will Jonathan Griffiths, last

year’s Union deputy president.

The Structure Working Party was

set up as part of a widespread

organisational review of Union

Structure. The review, brainchild of

Chris Davidson, ICU President,

was announced at a Union General

Meeting and a Council meeting in

November. Mr Davidson described

the current Union structure as ‘out

of date’, and said that the review

The move to increase the number

of people in engineering was

welcomed by _ engineering

representatives. Denis Filer,

Director General of the Engineering

Council, said that the Government

had ‘recognised that professional

engineers are wealth creators’, and

added that increasing the number of

engineers would ‘not only help to

rebuild our manufacturing sector

but will also help the United

Kingdom to be more competitive in

the international field’.

Breaking up

by Felix reporters

The General Union Council (GUC)

of the University of London Union

(ULU) held its second meeting last

week. The Council is the highest

student body of the Union, and

serves as the policy making forum

of ULU.

Delegates discussed the break up

of the University of London,

following suggestions by some

colleges about disaffiliation from

the University. After discussion, the

meeting passed a motion urging

ULU to act against any break up of

the University of London. Chris

Davidson, Imperial College Union

president, spoke against the motion

because, he said, GUC rules did not

allow him to speak without taking.

sides. Mr Davidson continued that

he thought ULU were acting

‘rashly’, and that they could ‘handle

the matter more diplomatically’. Mr

Davidson later said that it was

premature to discuss

defederalisation when no proposals

were ‘on the table’. He added that

he felt ‘isolated’ at the meeting, as

he attracted some criticism from

other delegates at the time.

Mark Samuels, ULU President,

told Felix after the meeting that he

was saddened that ‘the Imperial

delegation felt isolated. Chris felt

the motion was targeted against

him, when it applied just as much

to others’. Mr Samuels added that

he ‘got the impression.that Chris

couldn’t speak out because he was

on the charter review working party

(the committee set up by Imperial

College to review the charter setting

up the College)’.

The GUC meeting also passed a

motion to act against ‘fascism and

holocaust revisionism’. This motion

had been proposed at an earlier

meeting, but had not ben discussed

then. GUC also passed a motion

removing any constitutional policies

which are "ultra vires’, literally out

of rules, or illegal. Mr Samuels,

ULU president, denied that ULU

was being investigated by the

Attorney General’s office for ultra

vires payments. The Attorney

General’s office confirmed that a

written complaint had been made

about an earlier decision by GUC

to subscribe to the Searchlight

magazine. A legal spokesman said

that a letter would be written to

ULU asking them for further

details. Mr Samuels said that they

had not received such a letter, and

that the union had decided not to

subscribe to the magazine.

At the end of the GUC meeting,

Mr Davidson suggested that ULU

should carry out a review of its

procedures for GUC meetings, as

he considered them bureaucratic.

Mr Samuels responded that a report

on the union procedures was being

compiled.

voluntary membership?

should ‘leave no stone unturned’ in

deciding what students want from

the Union. Mr Davidson earlier said

that the ‘staff side’ of the Union was

‘excellent’, and said on Monday

that staff may be co-opted onto the

Structure Working Party.

As yet, no mechanism has been

set up to allow students to make

submissions to the Structure

Working Party, but it is expected

that student opinion will be

canvassed using ‘focus groups’,

where small groups of students are

invited to give their opinions about

the Union. This technique, used by

supermarkets for market research,

is one of several tools chosen by the

Voluntary Membership Working

Party, also set up by Mr Davidson.

This working party has already had

its first meeting, the details of which

remain confidential.

Ministerial level discussions on

voluntary membership have been

taking place in a week which has

seen some fevered activity on the

‘subject by the Conservative Party.

Graham Riddick, backbench MP

and prominent supporter of

voluntary membership, held talks

with Mr Forman last Thursday.

After the meeting, Mr Riddick

moved to dampen speculation that

the Government has stalled work on

the implementation of the voluntary

principle. Mr Riddick told Felix

that he ‘was not sure that the pace

had slowed’, adding that he didn’t

‘care how long it takes’ to introduce

voluntary membership for campus

student unions, ‘so long as they (the

Government) get it right’.

Striking a conciliatory note in

comparison to earlier statements,

Mr Riddick said that it was

important ‘to preserve’ all that is

good about the provision of

services’. ‘We don’t want to destroy

services. We don’t want to throw

the baby out with the bathwater,’ he

told Felix. Mr Riddick’s comments

reflect unease in sections of the

Conservative Party that the

government’s plans may damage

what is regarded as ‘good’ about

student unions, without significantly

resolving what is seen as the misuse

of public funds. A source close to

a Conservative pressure group said

that the government had ‘bitten off

more than it could chew’, while a

source in the party complained that

‘an ideological approach’ had not

taken account of the ‘majority of

good things’ done by unions. The

Department for Education is now

being joined in drawing up any

policy by the Government Policy

Unit. The Unit, based in the Prime

Minister’s offices in 10 Downing

Street, held a six hour meeting on

the evening of Tuesday 8th

December, discussing the different

options on implementation of

voluntary membership.



Replies to letters

This week, Rick Bilby (ICU

Deputy President) writes a letter

containing aggressive attacks on CA

France, in a letter he has had

published this week. A peculiar

event, which I feel requires some

explanation on my part.

Last week, Rick came down to

Felix saying that he wished to write

a letter and would I mind if it was

a bit late? In the ensuing discussion,

I told Rick that another letter by CA

France had been submitted on the

subject of fire alarms. Obviously

Rick was interested, and I let him

see the letter. In retrospect, this was

more than a little unusual and I

regret doing it. Rick wrote his

abrasive letter as a response to what

CA France had to say.

Here is a tiny note of editorial

policy. From now on, if a letter is

submitted for an issue of Felix, no

one but Felix staff*will see it until

"the copy is printed and distributed.

I apologise for this single lapse of

fair play on my part and it will not

happen again. Rick or anyone else

in this Union does not have the right

to preview or try and belittle the

opinion of those who have the

courage to stand up to him. With an

ICU president whose ways of

dealing with criticism are, at best,

doubtful, but at least more subtle

than his predecessor, we need

students who voice their objections

to the way they are treated. After

a slight hiccup, Felix will continue

to be the best forum for the

expression of all opinions at

Imperial.

Statement of Intent

The most griefI get is caused by

students who want to see their own

articles printed and are upset

because their piece didn’t get in.

Indulge me please with a little word

of explanation. Letters, Clubs and

Societies articles, Small Ads,

What’s on pieces and Sports

reports, to gain a chance of being

printed should be in at lpm the

Monday before Felix’s Friday

publication. Features and Adverts

should be submitted the Friday

before publication. Submitting by

these deadlines does not guarantee

you will get into Felix but

submitting after, guarantees you

won’t. Thank you for listening;

have a nice day.

Choc-o-holics

Subject to violent mood swings?

More importantly, do you eat

chocolate in secret? Do you eat

more than 12 bars of chocolate a

week? If you can answer ‘yes’ to the

above ‘questions, it is very likely

that the answers are connected. If

you are worried, you are not alone.

Some people eat 70 bars of

chocolate a week according to a

survey published yesterday. Those

under pressure, possibly even in the

Union Building, should take care,

and beware of those irrational

O pinion

temperament changes. Watch this

space for the names of those

affected.

Theft

A Metz Flash gun with Minolta

strap has ‘gone missing’ from the

Felix Office. If you have any

information about where it might

be, please inform the Felix office

and ask for Richard Eyers.

Christmas

May I take this chance to wish

everyone who reads this far a very

pleasant Christmas, and give special

thanks to everyone who has helped

produce Felix this year. A lot of*

students put a lot of time and effort

into your magazine. If you want to

get involved, we will be open most

of the vacation and as soon as

college returns; so come along and

help out. Felix will return for your

entertainment on January 15th next

year. Please try and survive without

us; I know it will be hard, but try.

Pay yer taxes,

Dear Jonty,

As part of our regular weekly sale

of ‘Socialist Worker’ the members

of IC Socialist Worker Student

Society (ICSWSS) held an ad-hoc

referendum in the JCR, the purpose

of which was to stimulate debate

and interest in the question posed.

The voters were given the free

choice between two responses: ‘I

support the abolition of the

monarchy and the founding of a

republic’ or ‘I support the

continuation of the monarchy’.

It is, of course, impossible to

draw any firm conclusions from

such a quickly arranged and light-

hearted vote, in fact, the number of

votes cast was also too small to

permit any concrete analysis; (and

before you say ‘oh yeah, they’re

only saying that because everybody

showed their support for the

Queen’; in fact the small number of

votes cast were overwhelmingly in

favour of abolition) however, from

the many interesting conversations

we had in the JCR, it was obvious

to us that the abolition issue is at last

a reality.

One would say that the response

was only due to the renewed

topicality of the Royal Family. That

is true enough. However, it is

encouraging from our point of view

to see the question of abolition

being seriously discussed on

breakfast television and even more

encouraging to see that the Queen

will at last pay tax on her vast

fortune (given to her by the

taxpayers of this country), even

though I doubt it will be backdated.

It is also a breath of fresh air to

see the people finally getting fed up

with the constant bailing out of the

monarchy. Finally the lunacy of the

system was made apparent: Sixty

million pounds for an old lady with

no fire insurance from a

government (who get their revenue

off the working people of this

country) who tell us there is nc

money for schools, hospitals, new

job creation or unemployment

benefit.

For the price of damage to the

house of a grandmother with five or

six ‘little houses’ think what we

could do for the hundreds of

thousands with no roof at all over

their heads, Windsor is a great

building, the Queen might be a nice

person (I wouldn’t know as I’ve

never met her). It’s nothing

personal.

I wonder if the Union would

consider a proper referendum on

the monarchy, just for interest’s

sake—we’d be more than willing to

co-operate, as I’m sure would the

IC ConSoc who would just love to

see us filthy Bolsheviks stuffed.

Most of all, let’s debate. We’re

all rational human beings. Tell me

how we should spend the £60M the

Queen will get for Windsor. Maybe

we could put it towards paying the

£1 billion it will cost to close the

coal mines...

Yours sincerely,

Matthew Salter, ICSWSS

Dear Jonty,

The Hellenic Society would like

to protest against the provocation of

the Turkish Society during the

Overseas Week. The Turkish maps

showing the Greek islands of

Rhodes and the Dodecanese as well

as the occupied part of the

independent Republic of Cyprus

without indication that they were

part of independent countries were

sure to provoke the anger and

bitterness of Greeks and Greek-

Cypriots alike. The Turkish society

not only destroyed the spirit of the

event—which was the exhibition of

culture, civilisation and life of the

countries concerned—but also

deliberately insulted us and

provoked trouble by refusing to take

down the offensive material, when

ordered to do so by Union officials.

The Turkish Society knew what our

reaction would be and therefore is

the sole responsible for the

disruption of the event.

This act is part of the generalised

Turkish propaganda which has

triple aim: firstly, to justify the

attrocities committed 18 years ago

in Cyprus; secondly, to perpetuate

‘the occupation and division of the
island of Cyprus, which is

condemned by the United Nations,

the Council of Europe and the

British and Commonwealth

governments; thirdly, to promote

territorial claims against Greece,

which could lead to war. It is

unacceptable to us that Imperial

College which has such a large

Greek community should be the

stage for this kind of propaganda.

We therefore demand an apology

from the Turkish Society in writing

and we really hope that these

provocations will stop taking place

in our College.

The Hellenic Society,

The Vice President

Christas Dallis.

Hard of listening
Dear Sir,

With reference to Imperial

College Radio. I am, without doubt,

mystified as to the reason why my

reception of this service in my

residence is so poor. I am a resident

in Weeks Hall, which is the North

side of Prince’s Gardens. My

receiving apparatus is of a quality

which can pick up most

transmissions.

I am of the knowledge that these

types of broadcasting units have

usually a restricted range, but surely

Weeks Hall should be within this

range.

Therefore I would like to enquire

to other readers, whether their

service is affected in a similar way

and if so I would like to raise the

question, is a service that has such

a limited broadcast ability able to

perform the task of reaching its

target audience—students of

Imperial College?

Yours sincerely,

Matthew Daniel Solomon, EE1.


