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Culture shock rumpus in JCR
by D Spooner and L Yates

The Junior Common Room (JCR)

was closed early on Wednesday

afternoon after a disturbance

involving the Turkish, Cypriot and

Hellenic (Greek) Societies.

The commotion was apparently

caused by a tourist poster displayed

on the Turkish Society stall for

Overseas Week 1992, and a map

and tourist material on the same

stall, which showed Northern

Cyprus as the Turkish Republic Of

Northern Cyprus. Northern Cyprus

has been a disputed territory since

it was invaded by Turkey in 1974,

but is not recognised by British

Government, or the United Nations.

When a Cypriot Society member

saw the poster he complained to

Turkish Society members manning

the stand, and asked them to remove

the poster. The Turkish Society

members refused to do so. The

Cypriot Society member then left,

and returned with other members of

the Cypriot and Hellenic Societies,

including executive members of

both Societies. The group asked

again for the removal of the displays

which they regarded as offensive.

The Turkish Society again declined.

The crowd then acted in a manner

described in an ICU written

statement as ‘aggressive’.

Independent witnesses reported

seeing various objects being thrown

at the Turkish stand. Rick Bilby,

ICU Deputy President, and
Dominic Wilkinson, ICU Honorary

Secretary (Events), were called to

the JCR, along with executive

members of the Overseas Students’

Committee (OSC) and members of

College security.

The Greeks and Cypriots were

then asked to leave the JCR. They

refused, and began singing their

national anthems. At this point the

JCR was cleared, and all stands

were shut down. The poster was

later judged to contravene ICU

publicity rules (section 7, paragraph

4) which state that no material may

be displayed which could cause

offence.

The Turkish Society alleges that

the previous day (Tuesday) the

Hellenic and Cypriot Societies had

both displayed material which could

be considered offensive to the

Turkish community, though it has

been claimed that this material was

removed at the request of Turkish

students. The Turkish Society

further claimed that they are

continually oppressed by the Greeks

and Cypriots, and that the material

on their stand was only being used

to promote Turkish beliefs and

culture, the objectives of the

Overseas Week. They added that

their material had no_ political

content.

The Cypriot and Hellenic

Societies, in an interview with

iCNN, stated that ‘Cyprus is an

independent state; it has nothing to

do with Turkey, or Greece’.

Members of these Societies then

alleged that Rick Bilby had

threatened their Societies with

closure if they did not leave the

JCR. Mr. Bilby is a member of the

ICU Disciplinary Committee,

which has the power to refuse

funding for any society after a

consensus decision. When asked if

he was attempting to pre-empt the

decision of the committee, Mr Bilby

would neither confirm nor deny the

accusation and insisted on replying

via a printed statement which failed

to answer our question.

Yen Yang Lim, chairman of the

Overseas Students’ Committee,

later declined to comment on the

incident, and added that iCNN and

Felix should not publish details of

the incident. When pressed further,

he condemned the ‘anti- social’

behaviour of an unnamed group,

and apologised to those whose

efforts had been disrupted.

co

The controversial poster shown in the JCR on Wednesday.

Charter in pipeline
by D Curry, News Editor

Conservative Central Office sources

have confirmed reports that the

Government will publish a

‘students’ charter’ _ before

Christmas. Sources have told iCNN

that a document, expected to be

titled ‘The Further and Higher

Education Charter’, will be printed

before 5th December, the date of

the next Whitehall-wide Charter

meeting. The Department for

Education (DFE), while not

denying the reports, say that an

education charter will be published

by the New Year.

It is not expected that voluntary

membership will be introduced, in

the charter. Senior officers of the

National Union of Students (NUS)

have consistently claimed that the

cabinet is split on the issue, with the

Education Secretary, John Patten,

becoming increasingly isolated. It

is thought that Mr Patten would

prefer to implement voluntary

membership from his department,

rather than leave the matter with Mr

Waldegrave, Charter Minister. Mr

Patten has already promised to

make a separate statement on

voluntary membership around

Christmas, and has also spoken of

publishing a legislative paper in

January 1994, apparently blocking

a substantial announcement on

voluntary membership in the

charter.

Chris Davidson, President of

Imperial College Union (ICU), has

announced the full membership of

the ICU working party on voluntary

membership. In addition to Mr

Davidson, the committee will

consist of Nicky Fox, Rachel

Mountford, Jonty Beavan, Demi

Jones, Rhian Pickton, Hugh Eland,

Oliver Shergold, Boon Yeo; Steve

Farrant, Sarah Lee, and two

representatives from the C&GCU.

The first meeting has been

scheduled for 12 noon next

Thursday (26th November), and

will outline problems, share

information and consider plans

already drawn up by Union staff.
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Birkbeck President fights back
by Gareth Light

Barbara Bates, the president of

Birkbeck College Students’ Union,

faced down a motion of no

confidence yesterday. The motion

was tabled by David Gascoigne, a

PhD crystallography student, who

accused Ms Bates of incompetence

and irresponsible financial practice.

Mr Gascoigne, also a member of

Birkbeck Students’ Union Council,

has been described by Ms Bates as

‘mad’.

The followsdispute an

investigation into Birkbeck

Students’ Union Bar. A financial

report on the bar was drawn up by

the University of London Union and

a team of accountants. Four formal

complaints were lodged against

John Kerranson, the Bar Manager,

as a result of the inquiry. It was also

alleged that £11,000 had ‘gone

missing’ from the bar’s finances.

The Bar Inquiry was launched by

Ms Bates after disquiet about the

bar’s finances. Ms Bates has

insinuated that the inquiry was

Loans update
by Felix reporters

The take up rate for the government

student loan is up by 61% on last

year. The figures apply to the first

four weeks of the academic year,

and have been released by the

Student Loans Company. The

Company reports

applications so far this year and

expects 350,000 loans to be taken

out by July. This is 10,000 more

loans than were taken out in total

in the first two years of the loan

scheme.

Latest figures show that of

56,800 student due to start

repayment of the Joan in April,

32,000 are paying on time, 20,400 :

have had their payments deferred,

and 72 court summonses have been

issued to defaulters. Borrowers can

have their repayments deferred if

they are unemployed or if they are

earning less than 85% of national

average earnings.

Despite the increased take up of’

the loans, and the continued

freezing of the level of student

grants, college welfare sources

report that there have been few

students at Imperial complaining of

hardship so far this term. Stefano

Ruis, Imperial College Union’s

Welfare Officer, commented that

82,000°

there had been ‘no significant
numbers’ of students coming to him
with cases of financial problems.

This view has been supported by

Don Adlington, College’s Student

Counsellor, who revealed that most

of the students coming to him were

overseas postgraduates, mainly with

problems concerning their funding.

Mr Adlington said that this may be

due to undergraduates in financial

difficulties going straight to other

people, such as their bank

managers, rather than seeking

counselling.

Imperial’s circumstances seem to

be unique in the University of

London. Eleanor Merton, Vice:

President of Communication and

Welfare at the University of London

Union (ULU), told Felix that the

level of student hardship in the

University of London has not

decreased this year, although more

students appear to be aware of

financial problems before they start

their courses. Ms Merton added that

many University of London

colleges, now having more financial

independence, are dealing internally

hindered by the Union Council,

which includes several members of

bar staff, including Mr Gascoigne.

Mr Gascoigne was last week

accused by Ms Bates of ‘waging a

personal vendetta’ against her. She

also alleged that Mr Gascoigne, a

flatmate and colleague of Mr

Kerranson, is in breach of the

Union’s constitution by both

serving on the Union Council and

working as a Union employee.

Mr Gascoigne has accused Ms

Bates of awarding Union contracts

to ‘close friends’, and of making

irregular payments from the

Union’s petty cash, though he says

that any suggestion of dishonesty is

‘merely coincidental’. Ms Bates is

reported to have told Mr Gascoigne

that she was ‘going to rip (his)

bollocks off and shove them up (his)

arse,’ something she has since

denied. A vote on the motion was

pending as Felix went to press.

Security Changes
by the News Editor

A review of Union security is

underway following an assault on

a female student in the Union

Building last Saturday. Union

security staff face retraining, and a

male student will appear before the

- Union disciplinary committee to

with hardship, rather than going -

through University of London

channels.

explain his alleged role in the

assault.

The attack took place in the Ents

lounge in the early hours of

Saturday morning, close to the end

of the ‘Atmosphere’ disco. The

victim told me that she was dancing

near the middle of the floor, when

she noticed a large group of

students, mostly male, surging

towards her. As she attempted to

get of their way, she says she was

pushed forward by the group

towards the stage. She crashed into

the side of the stage, and then fell

forwards onto it, injuring her knee

and leg. At this point, she claims

she was kicked about the upper

body by one of the students, causing

cuts and bruising. She said,’ I was

lying flat on my face, and he kicked

me hard, with intent’.

' At this stage, it is claimed that the

man walked away from the victim,

who then got up from the floor of

the stage, and confronted him. After

some jostling and an exchange of

opinions, she was pushed upwards

into the air and off the stage, before

crashing into the crowd. The victim

then says that she identified her

attacker to one of the Union

Stewards on duty. The victim

claims that she was not given

adequate first aid, or advised of any

procedure by which a disciplinary

action could be taken against her

alleged attacker.

In a statement to iCNN, Rick

Bilby, Deputy President of Imperial

College Union (ICU), wrote that the

job description of Union Steward is

currently under review, and that

Stewards currently have the same

responsibilities as last year’s Duty

Officers. Mr Bilby added that

Union Stewards will be trained in

first aid, basic law and security

procedures ‘in the near future’,

subject to confirmation from the

Metropolitan Police. Mr Bilby also

wrote that the student accused of

making the assault. will be asked by

the Union disciplinary committee to

make a statement ‘for its

consideration’. Mr Bilby would not

make any further verbal comment.

The Union Steward named by the

victim also declined to comment,

saying he did not want to prejudice

any forthcoming Union disciplinary

hearing.

Catering Laws affect Imperial Students
by Sangkaran Ratnam

Imperial College Catering

Committee is now enforcing

legislation on the sale and provision

of food at the College. The rules,

based on existing laws, have only

recently been enforced. According

to the legislation, public functions

held for more than fifty people must

have food supplied by qualified

catering staff. If less than fifty

people are in attendance then cold

food and drinks may be served.

The major groups affected in

Imperial are the overseas students

societies. Yen Yang Lim, Overseas

Students Committee (OSC)

chairman, explained that food forms

a major part of OSC society

functions, with societies fulfilling

their consitutions by promoting

their culture to non-nationals. He

expressed his concern that the new

regulations may restrict such

activities.

It is believed that senior College

figures have banned the use of

external catering firms for any

function within College buildings.

This means that, to comply with the

new laws, societies must use

College caterers for any food-based

events. It is feared that this may

dissuade societies from holding

their activities on College premises.

The Malaysian society held its

Deepavali Celebration at Malaysia

Hall near Marble Arch, after

Imperial College Union refused

permission for the event. Concern

has been expressed by many

societies at the extra cost to

Overseas groups of using College

and other catering firms.

The issue will be discussed by the

Imperial College Union Bar and

Catering Committee later today.

Some societies hope that some of

the College and environmental

health regulations can be relaxed

after this meeting. Chris Davidson,

Imperial College Union President,

has urged individual societies to

abide by the general ruling whilst

waiting for any changes. He added

that whatever the outcome of the

committee meeting, some events

would have to change or in some

cases would not be held at all.

When asked what would happen if

the rules were broken, Mr.

Davidson said that a Union

disciplinary committee could

remove the right to hire rooms

within the Union if rules were

broken.

The first day of this week’s

Overseas Students’ Week saw many

societies selling food and drink at

their stalls. One society president,

who declined to be named, said that

though he had been warned not to

sell foodstuff, other socities

continued to do so and so his society

did the same. He added that no

Union Officers were present to stop

such activities.
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Manning the Martello Towers
Dear Editor,

I was delighted to see several

mentions of the Queen’s English

Society in Felix 948. The writer of

Beit Back, however, appears to

know very little about the QES or

its aims. Far from being a body of

men, we have many female

members, including our chairman.

We have never claimed to be an

intellectual elite; our members

include manual workers as well as

professionally-qualified people. The

Beiter’s comment about black

Americans not counting was in poor

taste. Our members include ‘blacks’

and ‘whites’, Britons, Germans,

Americans, Sri Lankans,

Australians, etc. The Society’s

name, on which Beiter appears to

base most of his or her conclusions,

is part of a Shakespearean

quotation.

The massive publicity to which

your correspondent refers did not

come from naive statements

lamenting the standards of grammar

in our universities; they would be

of little interest to the media, which

prefer facts. The publicity came

mainly from my 64-page book, ‘A

National Survey of UK

Undergraduates’ Standards of

English’, published by the QES at

£3.00, available from the College

Bookstore and from me.

This book was based on a

scientific survey of 17 UK

universities or colleges, with a

51.5% return of 336 questionnaires,

Credits - News; Declan, Poddy,

David Spooner, Dave Goddard,

Gareth, Sang, Tanya, Mi Mi

Features; Beccy, Don Adlington,

Tatiana Lopes, Simon Su, Spoons,

Reviews; Catherine, Sara, Mario,

Rob, Tina, Gareth, Sam, Poddy,

Whats On;James, Poddy, Sport;

Jonathan, Sarmud Special Thanks;

Sarah H, Easan, David Spooner,

Broadsheet, Rose, Andy, Chris,

Rick, Dom, James Crisp, John

Westwater, Ian Hodge, Steve

Newhouse, Hugh Eland and David

Spooner for last week, Phil.

Small Ads
@£30 REWARD for informtion

leading to the the return (no

questions asked) of my much

missed brown suede jacket, which

was lost in Da Vinci’s late on

Friday 6th November. Tel (071)

584 9067.

@LADIES with an attitude. Are

you interested in joining a piss-up

club vaguely along the same lines

with answers from 148

departments, and a detailed study of

one department to assess the range

of staff opinions on the same group

of students. Far from being

confined to grammar, the study

included spelling, punctuation,

handwriting, vocabulary, and

clarity of written and spoken

expression. As well as containing

a mass of data which the press

obviously found interesting, the

book quotes extensively from

comments made by those returning

the questionnaires, whether I agreed

with their comments or not. The

study provided firm evidence on

which to base discussions as to what

should or should not be done about

English teaching in schools and

universities.

My article in the summer edition

of Felix was written at the editor’s

request, and included reasons why

good English is helpful to students

and why bad English can be

harmful. There were examples of

faults to be aware of, and how to

avoid them. The staff member who

spotted ‘Youthenasia’ in a student’s

essay certainly did not think it was

‘a pun; it has given pleasure to many

people, but I would caution against

using anything which might be

misinterpreted as ignorance in

formal essays.

We have never said that English

should conform to ‘a standardized

and rigorous formula’. Different

kinds of language, including highly

colloquial forms, are appropriate to

different contexts. For example, my

stories In a Cavern (Phoenix 1984)

and The Wheels of Fate (Phoenix

1976) are both in ‘uneducated

American’ dialects. Like many of

our members, I enjoy regional

accents and dialects. They are fine

for local purposes, but for general

communication nationally and

internationally, a single general

form of a language is best

understood and usable by all. It

would be absurd and dangerous if

a foreign airline pilot had to cope

with an incomprehensible (to

outsiders) local dialect when being

‘talked down’ at our airports. A

single standard form is best, which

for us, for historical reasons, is

Standard English with Received

Pronunciation. Beiter is quite wrong

to assume that we want everyone to

use these all the time.

According to our policy

document, the main aims of The

Queen’s English Society are: to

encourage high standards of

education in English in the United

Kingdom; to promote literacy, and

knowledge, understanding and

appreciation of our rich language;

to monitor and to try to improve the

standards of English used in the

public media; to discourage

slovenly usage and the intrusion of

anything detrimental to clarity or

euphony. Some members try to help

locally, for example hearing young

as the men’s ones? (Ask any

member what they get up td!) To

get Union funding we need

signatures. Contact Vicky Clarke,

Physics 3. Ideas for club name,

what to do etc are welcome.

@ LEBANESE PARTY at 8.30 in

the SCR on 21.11.92. Food tickets

£10 in advance £11 on the door.

Non food tickets £3.

@RACKET re-stringing for tennis,

squash and badminton rackets. Call

Jinny on 0836 557073 after 6pm.

All rackets strung for under £10.

@ KEEPING Oxfam on the road.

Distributors needed on Thursday

10th December to hand out leaflets

for Oxfam’s Christmas Appeal. All

helpers will be entered into our

Cinema Ticket Raffle (donated by

Whiteley’s cinema). Call Claire or

Jim on 071-585 0220

@THE CURE in Concert at

Olympia. FREE TICKETS for

volunteer Oxfam collectors. People

needed for 26th, 27th, 28th and

30th November from 7pm—before

and after concert. If you are

interested in being a collector

contact Claire or Jim on 071-585

children read or _ working

0220.

@® DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY

trip to the Rocky Horror Show

(Live at the Wimbledon Theatre).

Tickets now available to other

departments. RUSH, very special

price of £4.25. Show will be on

Thursday 3rd December at 7pm. To

get your tickets contact Valerie

Forge (Biology Undergraduate

Office, right as you enter the

Careers Info
There are two Careers Talks this

coming week at 1.00-1.50pm:

Tuesday 24th November: ‘The

First Interview’ by Mr Peter

Johnston, Recruitment Manager,

Mobil Oil Company—in LT213

Huxley—Clore Lecture Theatre.

Thursday 26th November:

‘Engineering and Management

Consultancy’ by Mr Richard Santer

of Ove Arup—in LT213 Huxley—

Clore Lecture Theatre.

All undergraduates and

postgraduates are welcome to

attend. No need to book—just turn

voluntarily in hospital libraries.

Others take part in regional or

national campaigns, or do relevant

research.

Although I admire Beiter’s

imagery of members manning

Martello Towers, we do not oppose

‘most linguistic changes or imports,

only ones which we feel are ugly or

which lead to misunderstanding and

lack of precision. I would not like

to see the American ‘elevator’

replacing the simple British ‘lift’,

or to have the useful distinction lost

between ‘to effect’ (completely

bring about) and ‘to affect’ (have

some influence on), for example. At

a recent London Branch meeting,

members brought examples of

good, enjoyable English to share.

I read the poem ‘One’ by IC

Postgraduate Allan Hui, from the

1992 Phoenix, showing that our

students can write excellent

imaginative English.

Yes, Beiter’s article was written

in reasonably good English, except

for ‘it’s’ as a possessive pronoun,

but well-constructed arguments

should be based on facts, not on

wildly inaccurate suppositions. He

or she would be welcome in my

office to see our society’s policy

document, to get the real facts - and

even a membership form!

Yours sincerely,

Dr Bernard Lamb

Committee Member of the Queen’s

English Society, and Chairman of

the London Branch.

archway) or Matthieu Pinel (Bio II)

via his pigeonhole. Don’t dream it,

be it!!

@ANYONE INTERESTED in

playing street hockey meet on

Sunday at 13.30 at the Albert

Memorial, Hyde Park. Want to set

up a rollerblading/street hockey

club? Get in touch with me: Kaveh

Guilanpour, Biochem III. Ext 94

802.

up.

Many employers are advising

early applications i.e. before the

end of the year. Applicants for

Teaching are also advised to apply

by Christmas.

Careers Seminars are being held

each Wednesday afternoon from

2.00-4.00pm, sign up in the Careers

Service.

For further information come to

the Careers Service, Room 310

Sherfield—open from 10.00am to

5.15pm Monday to Friday. A Duty

Careers Adviser is available for

quick queries from 1.00-2.00pm

daily.


