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Sports delay
Imperial College’s refurbished

Sports Centre will open at least five

weeks late. The delay is caused by

the building contractors taking

longer than expected to dig the

concrete that surrounds the base of

the sports centre.

The centre is now planned to

reopen in early February, a week

after the contractors finish work on

24th January. The new

refurbishments include a jacuzzi,

new weights room and changing

rooms. Contractors working on the

site have a penalty clause, if the

work is not completed on time then

a penalty is charged.

Imperial College Students Union

contributed £650,000 as an interest

free loan to the price of the changes.

The money came from the

Harlington Trust Fund, consisting

of the profits raised from the gravel

extraction at the Harlington Sports

Ground that belonged to the Union.

The Imperial College Sports

Centre has been closed since mid

August and was originally to open

on the 2nd January. The late

opening has been rumoured for

some weeks and was finally

announced during this weeks ICU

Council by Chris Davidson ICU

President.

Last week Felix reported huge

proposed price rises to Sports

Centre season tickets. The matter

was discussed at South Kensington

Facilities User Group, this Tuesday

which decided to pass the matter on

to College Athletics Committee on

26th November. Rick Bilby ICU

Deputy President stated that he

hoped a season ticket would be held

at £30 for students, with other

users, including staff, getting much

larger increases in their ticket

prices. :

Opt Out Committee
by the News Editor and Staff

Sir Eric Ash, Imperial’s Rector, has

announced the membership of the

committee charged with reviewing

Imperial’s position within the

University of London. Including

one student representative and one

lawyer, the full committee will

consist of Pro Rector Professor JS

Archer, Dean of RCS Professor JT

Stuart, Chair of Enviromental Law

Professor RC Macrory, from St

Marys Hospital Medical School

Professor PS Sever and members of

the Governing Body, The Baroness

Brigstocke and Mr RD

Buchanon-Dunlop

Speaking as an observer at this

week’s Imperial College Union

Council, Sir Eric said that there

were ‘no formal plans to

disaffiliate’ from the University of

London federation, and that the

committee had been set up to

examine the 1927 charter, which

establishes Imperial College, and

the structure of Governing Body of

Imperial College.

The Rector spoke of the

possibility of a ‘different

relationship’ with the University of

London, with Imperial awarding its

own degrees and honourary

degrees, as well as appointing its

own senior academic staff. Sir Eric

said that he believed the College

‘would be better off if it could

award its own degrees’. Sir Eric

also anticipated a ‘reduction in the

level of College management’ if

Imperial did not have to deal with

Senate House.

Sir Eric set out a provisional

timetable for the committee’s

Fellows elected

On 2nd November, Professor John Archer, Imperial College Pro Rector,

and Professor Tony Ridley were elected to the fellowship of the Royal

Academy of Engineering. The occasion of the election was the Academy’s

annual dinner, hosted by Merchant Taylors Hall. The dinner is held

specifically for the purposes of establishing new members, and was attended

by seven Imperial College Professors. Transport was supplied in the shapes

of the RSM’s Clementine, and the C&G’s Bo.

deliberations, saying options would

then be presented to the Governing

Body ‘not later than next summer’,

adding that ‘Decisions will be taken

in the period of the next Rector.’

The Rector added that it would take

two years for Imperial to seccede

from the federation

Sir Eric also claimed that an

independence bid would not affect

the position of Imperial’s students

within the University of London

Union (ULU), or with respect to

intercollegiate halls of residence.

‘We own one-eighth of the

intercollegiate halls,’ said Sir Eric,’

Sir Eric’s claims have been

strongly contested by ULU

sabbaticals. Eleanor Merton, Vice

President for Communication and

Welfare at ULU, said that the

Rector ‘must be joking’ in his

comments about ULU and the

intercollegiate halls. ‘He can make

bald statements like that, but he

hasn’t a leg to stand on,’ she said,

adding that Sir Eric ‘hadn’t been in

dialogue with ULU’. Ms Merton

stated that ULU may examine ‘an

NUS-type affiliation or some form

of voluntary membership’ for

Imperial College Union students

should Imperial opt out from the

federation, and stressed that

Imperial students would not be able

to use ULU facilities without some

form of ULU membership. ‘He’s

fobbing everybody off’, she said of

the Rector’s remarks. ‘I would

severely question his authority on

that one.’
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Funding Furse Nationwide
£43,000 has been raised by the

College Development Office in its

attempt to help with the purchase of

Furse House. The Ministry of

Defence-owned hostel, situated on

Queen’s Gate Terrace, has been on

the market for over six months, and

has an asking price of some several

million pounds. College says that

the 200-bed hostel would extend

Imperial’s accommodation stock by

5%, and that ground and first floor

rooms could be used for conference

facilities.

Damage
A member of College staff had

serious damage caused to his car

whilst parked in the College car

park. The owner said, ‘it must have

been a large vehicle to do so much

damage’. The incident has been

reported to College security. As

reported in Felix 937, the contract

for management of the car park was

passed to Axess Management Ltd,

a private company, on 29 June this

year.

The fundraising bid was launched

in May, with an appeal to alumni

by the Presidents of the Royal

School of Mines Association and

the Royal College of Science

Association raising £18,221. The.

College has decided not to bid for

the property by tender, and the

property’s vendors are not

negotiating with College.

Fundraising tas now been halted,

though many donors have agreed to

transfer their donations to other

accommodation projects.

Gaia
James Lovelock, best known for his

controversial Gaia hypothesis, will

be holding an open meeting in the

Science Museum today at 2.30pm.

James Lovelock is the scientist who

first showed that

chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs)

survived for long periods in the

atmosphere, and will be taking a

new look at life on Earth.

Birkbeck President tn
by Declan Curry

The President of Birkbeck College

Students’ Union has accused

students of waging a ‘personal

vendetta’ against her. Barbara

Bates, who faces a motion of no

confidence on 19th November, has

also denied threatening the editor of

Owl, Birkbeck’s Union magazine.

The motion of no confidence in

the President has been tabled by

David Gascoigne, a crystallography

PhD student and a member of

Birkbeck’s Union Council. Mr

Gascoigne has accused the

President of being dictatorial at

Council meetings, and of

unilaterally overturning Council

decisions. He has also accused her

of not upholding the Union

constitution, of forcing the

resignation of four Council

members, of squandering Union

money and of authorising payments

from Union petty cash without

receipts. Mr Gascoigne says that the

allegations ‘are in no way

accusations of dishonesty’, and that

any suggestion of dishonesty ‘is

merely coincidental’.

Ms Bates, speaking to iCNN,

said that she was “very firm about

what is right’ in the running of the

union, and that ‘people can say what

they like’ on whether she is

dictatorial. She also denied that she

had overturned Council decisions,

and said Birkbeck’s Union Council

had tried to stop her from

communicating directly with the

Union’s students. She added that

‘people accuse me of being

dictatorial, but you can’t be

manipulated’.

The dispute has arisen after a

Union investigation into the

financial organisation of Birkbeck’s

Union Bar. A financial report on the

bar was drawn up over the summer

by the University of London Union

and a team of accountants. As a

result of the accountants’ report,

four formal complaints were made

against the bar manager, who Ms

Bates says has been ‘severely

disciplined’. Ms Bates said that ‘a

lot of money had gone missing’

from the bar, and it has been alleged

that the missing sum is close to

£11,000.

Ms Bates has accused some of

Birkbeck’s bar staff of possible

income tax or national insurance

contribution evasion. She also said

that three members of Birkbeck

Union’s Council, including Mr

Gascoigne, were members of bar

staff, in supposed contravention of

the Union’s statute. She claims that

the statute forbids members of

council from receiving money from

the Union. Birkbeck’s Union Bar is

controlled by the Union council,

though the bar manager is a College

employee.

Ms Bates has slated the proposer

of the no confidence motion, and

has claimed that Mr Gascoigne is

a flatmate of the disciplined bar

manager. Mr Gascoigne has told

Work begins next week on a new

national student newspaper. The

first edition of ‘National Campus’:

will be published on 26th

November, and the paper will be

printed six times a year. The title

is published in Brighton, and will

form the focal point for a new

exchange network for student news,

building on the efforts of the Felix

published Directory of British

Student Oriented Newspapers,

DoBSON.

Fellowships
The Royal Commission for the

Exhibition of 1851 are awarding six

fellowships for graduates with good

degrees in science and engineering

to work in industry. The

fellowships will allow graduates to

work n a project of ‘commercial

significance which may entail

Pilgrimage
The Academic Study Group is

offering 16 ‘modest, individual’

bursaries for travel to Israel in

1993/4. Students of any discipline

can apply, though priority will be

given to first time visitors to Israel,

students who have corresponded

with colleagues in Israel and

‘Vendetta’
iCNN that Ms Bates is attempting

to force his resignation from

Council. He claims that he is not

being informed of future council

meetings, and that his position on

Council was discussed in his

absence at a meeting held on the 4th

August. Mr Gascoigne says that he

did not attend this meeting as his

position ‘was not on the agenda’,

and that he had asked Ms Bates to

move the meeting to a more

convenient date. Ms Bates points

out that the date of this meeting had

been set at the previous Council

meeting, which she says Mr

Gascoigne attended. She also says

that a discussion on the employment

of Council members as bar staff was

clearly flagged in advance. ‘It was

decided at the July meeting that we

would vote at the next meeting on

whether union members should

receive funds’, she says. ‘It was in

the minutes of the July meeting’.

Ms Bates added that she was

assuming Mr Gascoigne was no

longer on Council, as he had

worked in the bar since the August

4th vote. “The Honourary Secretary

has asked him to inform us in

writing of his position,’ she says.

“You’re pointing the finger at me.

He’s treating the Union unfairly. He

has a personal vendetta against me’.

Mr Gascoigne says that he does

not think Ms Bates ‘is deliberately

dishonest’, though he adds that he

‘doesn’t think she serves the

interests of students’. He says that

research, design, product or process

innovation’. Tenure for the

Fellowships will be 2 or. 3 years,

and further details can be obtained

from Alan Wilcox at the

Scholarships Office in Room 314 in

the Sherfield Building.

students interested in obtaining

research data for Anglo-Israeli

studies. A detailed CV, a summary

of reasons for wishing to visit

Israel, and names of Israeli

academic counterparts should be

sent to John Levy at 25 Lyndale

Avenue, London, NW2 2QB.

Drama
‘the financial rules and regulations

of the Union constitution have been

ignored’, and repeated his claim

that the president had ‘squandered

the Union’s money on the painting

of the Union’s TV room’. He says

that Ms Bates rejected a quote of

£200 in favour of a quote of £700,

something which Ms Bates does not

deny. She said that the £200 quote

was not in writing, and that she

‘didn’t know what was on offer’.

After taking advice from Birkbeck

College, Ms Bates plumped for a

£700 quote from what she described

as ‘a professional company that was

insured and guaranteed’, though she

added that the final decision had

been reached after taking opinions

‘by word of mouth’. She did not

think it irregular that the Union

President should source and process

quotes without any form of external

or internal supervision. ‘This is

normal practice’, she said.

Eleanor Merton, Vice President

of Communications and Welfare at

the University of London Union,

has described the feud as ‘an

internal dispute between the

President and Union staff’, adding

that staff were outvoting student

representatives on Birkbeck’s

Union Council. Yesterday

afternoon, Mr Gascoigne said that

he does not expect his no confidence

motion to be passed. ‘I don’t think

it will be successful,’ he said.



Editorial

Mascotry

Having failed to report the theft of

Reggie the Lion in Felix I have

decided that I was wrong. This

matter is a point of information that

should be public knowledge. After

all, the more you know about

Mascotry the less there is to like.

Mascoteers please read _ the

following news story.

Four City and Guilds students stole a mascot from

Kings College London on 29th October, a ransom,

paid to RAG, for its return is expected.

Let that be the end of the matter.

Women Priests

My congratulations must go out to

Bill Raines of West London

Chaplaincy who managed to get

himself on every single ITN news

bulletin on Wednesday. Maybe

College should employ him as a

press officer, because he certainly

attracted more attention to himself,

celebrating the ordination of women

priests, than Sir Eric Ash’s

Commemoration day speech did.

Council

Council is the most influencial

group of people in Imperial College

Union. Our President describes it,

with his usual acumen, as a board

of directors. It is surprising then

that it should become so petty and

drawn out, is there hope? I think so.

As many people as possible must

see what happens in side the closed

doors of the council meeting. Only

then, by sheer embarrassment will

we be forced to mend our ways.

Typesetting experiences.

O pinion
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Due to a serious technical problem,

large sections of this Felix are not

of the same high quality that you

would expect. Our typesetting

machine, which produces all the

text for Felix, had a seizure. If you

are very bored, turn to page 17 and

play spot the difference, one of the

reviews has been typeset, the others

laser printed, but which one? A

suitable prize will be awarded for

the correct answer.

Luckily, the full -might of the

Felix team came together to

produce this issue. All those listed

below have put in time and energy

far beyond the call of duty. They

deserve greater thanks than just

seeing their names in print.

Credits

News Declan, Dave, Tanya, Mi

Mi,

Features: Beccy, Rachel, Tamsin

Reviews: Catherine, Mario, Sara,

Gareth, Poddy, Ian Hodge, Tina,

Reviewers who are all wonderful,

please share the London Film

Festival Pass amoungst themselves

amicably

What’s On: James and Poddy

Sports: Jonathan, Salmad, Gavin

Pearson,

Special Thanks: David Spooner,

Andy, Rose, The Union office,

Sam, Ominic Wikinon, Rick,

Chris, Tim Cotton for common

sense, Steve Newhouse, Sarah,

Phil, Simon and James.

Beit

Back

I am frequently accused of being

pedantic; my standard reply to this

is T think you mean Specific'. My

reason behind such a reply relates

to my appreciation of language as

a very funny and fault-ridden

instrument for communication.

Language has given us God,

religion and evil. Language has

ruined philosophy. Language is

the divine comedy.

So I think it cause for concern

when a body of men appoints

itself to the status of an

intellectual elite and custodians of

this delicate little cameo; I can't

help but consider the egos and the

intellects capable of such arrant

indulgence. I am_ given to

understand they call themselves

the Queen's English Society, and

have acquired for themselves mass

media publicity over the past few

months. They have achieved this

by tactical, if naive, statements

lamenting the standard of

grammar in our Universities. The

more unscrupulous newspapers

have already made political capital

out of this in the least surprising

move of the year, and in last year's

summer edition of 'Felix', Doctor

Bernard Lamb wrote a lengthy

article on spelling mistakes. Of

the examples cited by Dr. Lamb,

'Youthenasia' was mine. In the

case | used this, it was intentional

and the piece merited the pun.

"Youthoria' was another, as was

‘Euph’, though these last two were

missed, and, if I may take this

opportunity to hoist Dr. Lamb on

his own petard, I think the pun is

legitimate. 'Queen's English’ refers

to Received Pronunciation, which

involves an understanding of

phonetics, and not just Grammar.

Please credit me with this

understanding, if not for a vaguely

unfunny in-joke; I will not allow

anyone to confer upon my actions

their motives and their reasons for

public consumption, and I object

to being used to illustrate an

argument that I personally find

narrow-minded. Perhaps the

Queen's English Society might

like to turn it's attention to John

Fowles, Emily Bronte, M R

James, Christopher Marlowe and

Geoffrey Chaucer, as all have

utilised colloquial forms in their

works. Alice Walker too, whose

Pulitzer-prize winning novel 'The

Color Purple’ was written entirely

in idiomatic language, could be

considered a target example of the

corruption of language. Oh, but

she probably doesn't count, does

she? She's a black American.

My view of life and language is

not limited to a watery little

European province; I am me, a

living, thinking thing before a

human being, and a human being

before an Englishman. I admire

conviction, but I will not be

imprisoned by the beliefs of

others. Moreover, I do not think

language subject to a standardized

and rigorous formula. Language is

anthropological, and its

standardizing akin to thinking that

the invention of the stopwatch will

enable one to control time. These

individuals may just as well write

letters to the Times complaining

about the sun's obstinacy in always

rising at sunrise. I imagine it will

not be long before we see them

manning guns from the Martello

Towers on the South East coast,

and ritually burning posters of the

Rosetta Stone. I would hope that,

if they read this, they would

perceive good English, written

with a little wit, confidence and

. well-constructed arguments. Aside

from this, I would also like to

thank the Queen's English Society

for affording me the opportunity to

refer to them as 'A_ speech

impediment’.

Views expressed in this article

are not necessarily shared by

Felix or IC Union staff.
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