
k
The Student Newspaper of Imperial College| The Student Newspaper of Imperial College

i Ld Ld i i y\ Issue 944 16th October 1992

It,‘ foes

pkoeias”

Drink Tax
by Declan Curry

News Editor

Users of Imperial College Union

(ICU) Bars will be charged a £1

entrance fee from tonight.

Customers of both Da Vinci’s Bar

and the Traditional Bar will be

forced to pay the levy each Friday

night after 8pm. The money will be

collected at Beit Arch, before

customers enter Beit Quad. Entry

before 8pm will remain free.

The tariff is being introduced for

a four week trial period, and may

be reimposed after a suitable pause.

The introduction of the surcharge

has caused friction in the Union

Office, with at least one senior

sabbatical expressing ‘grave

reservations’ about the idea.

iCNN has learned that the plan

was devised by Dominic Wilkinson,

ICU Honorary Secretary (Events)

and Andy Kerr, this year’s Ents

committee chairman. The change

brings Imperial in line with other

Universities which charge for

entrance to bar extensions. The

scheme was discussed and passed

during the summer vacation by the

ICU Bar and Catering Committee.

The proposal was first disscussed at

ICU Council on Monday of this

week. Several Council members

expressed surprise at the plan, and

some claimed after the meeting that

they had not previously been aware

of the plan’s existence.

Mr Wilkinson said this week that

the plan was ‘a conscious effort to

improve the social facilities for the

students of Imperial College’. He

added that a ‘Happy Hour’ was

being introduced each Friday

between 8.30pm and 10pm.

Discounts would be offered on

‘certain lines’ of drinks he said.

Union sources have indicated that

the imposition of the charge is

Rag raises over £2,000

Union President Chris Davidson, in panda costume, accompanied over 200 students on Rag Tiddlywinking

last Saturday, writes Rachel Mountford. On the day, Rag raised over £2,000 for Action Aid, one of the largest

‘Third World’ charities. The day made a good start to the Rag Year, which hopes to raise over £50,000.

Students complain on hours
by David Goddard

Students have been complaining

about the addition of an extra hour

to the college timetable this year.

This additional time is also causing

problems for departments and clubs

and societies.

The extra hour was caused by

lengthening the college day by half

an hour each morning and evening,

so that College Day now begins at

9am and finishes at 6pm. When the .

change was first proposed, Sir Eric

Ash, College Rector, said that the

change was for administrative

reasons, and that it would. not lead

to an increase in the number of

necessary to secure the planned

number of bar extensions for this

year. In contrast to previous years,

any bar extensions now apply to

both Da Vinci’s and the Traditional

Bar.

They further reject the suggestion

that the tax needs to be approved by

a Union General Meeting.

‘contact’ teaching hours.

Each contact hour comprises fifty

minutes of teaching time plus ten

free minutes. The Board of Studies

states that students cannot have

more than three consecutive contact

hours, or more than a total of six

contact hours per day.

A number of departments

currently have timetables which

break these rules. Civil Engineering

students have found themselves

scheduled to attend four consecutive

lectures. Mr CJ Kerr, the

Departmental Administrator, said

that this arrangement was inevitable

due to the structuring of third year

options and that it was the only way

to ‘satisfy the needs of a number of

students’ wishing to take certain

options.

Mr Kerr added that the

scheduling of Humanities

Department options for lpm

effectively reduced the number of

available morning contact hours to

two. Mr Kerr expects this problem

to be clarified at the next Civil

Engineering Staff Student

Committee meeting, by which time

exact student numbers for each

course will be known. Mr Kerr

added that the College is on a

‘learning curve’ when dealing with

the new College Day.

The Humanities Department is

permitted to timetable options

during the College lunch hour on

every day except Wednesday. This

is reportedly causing difficulties for

clubs and societies attempting to

schedule lunchtime meetings. After

representations from Imperial

College Union Rag, the Physics

Department agreed to move lectures

originally scheduled for Friday

lunchtime. These lectures would

have clashed with Rag’s Friday

lunchtime meetings in the Union

Building. Chemistry students have

also expressed concern about their

laboratory timetables.

12

Female

Liberation

14/15

Careers Fair

Guide

18-25

Reviews

Round-Up

26-27

What’s On

Around London



News
16th October 1992 Felix 944

Student Loan interviews
by Richard Cooke

Appointments for student loan

interviews are now being arranged

by the College Registry. Students

wishing to apply for a student loan

should contact the Fees Office in

room 334 of the Sherfield building.

To be eligible for a loan, students

must be resident in the United

Kingdom, under 50 years old, and

attending a full-time undergraduate

course. At interview, you must be

able to supply a birth certificate, or

a passport if born outside the UK,

along with a letter from your Local

Education Authority confirming

your award, and details of your

bank account. A previous bad credit

record will not affect your

eligibility.

340 students have already applied

for the loan, which is worth £830

in Inner London this year. Loan

repayments do not normally start

until the April after graduation. The

rate of interest is the previous year’s

Glaxo Chair

_by David Goddard

Professor Tony Barrett has been

appointed to the new Glaxo Chair

of Organic Chemistry at Imperial

College. Professor Barrett, an IC

graduate, worked at the College

until he moved to the United States

in 1983. Sir Eric Ash, College

Rector, and Dr Richard Sykes,

director of group research at Glaxo,

both expressed delight that a leading

organic chemist had returned to the

UK. They also said that the new

chair extended the long standing

links between Imperial College and

Glaxo. The head, of the Chemistry

Department, Professor David

Phillips, said that the appointment

‘proves there is no ‘London barrier’

to attracting top people’.

inflation rate, and interest is

charged from the date you receive

your first loan instalment.

Repayments can be deferred if the

. Student is earning less than £1000

per month.

Student loans are not available to

postgraduates, who have to find

funding from other sources, such as

the Science and Engineering

Research Council (SERC), a major

funding body for Imperial

postgraduates. Several

postgraduates have complained that

the College Registry refused to pay

out SERC cheques before the start

of term on 5 October, despite

SERC’s guidelines which allow for

the payment of cheques on 1

October. After complaints to their

headquarters, SERC intervened and

the cheques were distributed by

Registry. The Registry is currently

negotiating with SERC to agree a

new date for distribution of the

cheques.

Mercy Dash

by Our News Staff

Imperial Chemistry student Ilya

Eigenbrot will return to his native

Russia on 28 October, bringing

with him a van load of humanitarian

relief and scientific supplies. Ilya

will be accompanied by Ben

Krystall and Colin Lawrence, and

the ten day trek will take the trio

through Sweden and Finland to St.

Petersberg.

Ilya and his colleagues will be

bringing medical supplies for

regional hospitals in St. Petersberg,

and scientific equipment to research

colleges <hke“! the* *Marine

Technology Institute. ‘I can do

something as a student,’ Ilya says.

‘That encourages me as it shows

we’re not as helpless as we think’.

‘College Watch’ crackdown

by PJ Dodd

A new ‘College Watch’ scheme
may be introduced in a bid to

tighten security on the campus. The

scheme will be modelled on one in

operation at Havering Technical

College. The Havering plan

includes a ‘co-operation network’

between staff and students which

Terry Briley, Deputy Head of

Security at Imperial, hopes to

mimic. Mr Briley, who visited

Havering earlier this week, regards

this type of co-operation as a

method to reduce crime in the

college.

Walk-in walk-off crime continues

at Imperial this week, with the theft

of £5000 worth of Apple Macintosh

computers from Mechanical

Engineering. On Monday of this

week, £100 in cash was taken from

the City & Guilds Union (C&GU)

office. The sum was the proceeds

of ticket sales for the C&GU

Freshers’ Buffets. In a statement,

Kate Dalton, C&GU President,

appealed for information about the

theft to be passed on in confidence

to Sherfield Security on internal

3372. Mark Jackson, C&GU Vice

President, told Felix that the buffets

would continue on Monday,

Tuesday, and Wednesday of next

week, at 7.30pm. The buffet on

Monday 26 October is unaffected.

by Richard Cooke

Photo by Simon Burton

Since 1979, Imperial College has

benefited from the accommodation

for six students provided by the

West London Chaplaincy, at 20

New Kings Road. Hammersmith

and Fulham Council have now

decided to evict the students and

renovate the house. Many students

living at the house take a special

interest in the local community. The

students’ work includes running

soup kitchens for the local homeless

population and working with

Church related groups.

Over the past 13 years the house

has accommodated students who

have special requirements and who

benefit from the community spirit

that is a feature of chaplaincy

housing. Rev Bill Raines, of the

West London Chaplaincy, has

enlisted the support of the local

In tune with

Physics

Imperial College and the Royal

College of Music are to launch a

new joint degree next year, writes

Gareth Light. Applications will be

invited for the degree of BSc in

Physics and Studies in Musical

Performance. Applicants, who must

be Grade 8 musicians, are also

promised ‘members of the Physics

department who are musicians

themselves’ as Tutors.

Chaplaincy Students Evicted?

bishop and Sir Eric Ash, Rector of

Imperial College, in an bid to keep

the hostel open.

The council plans to refurbish the

property and to rehouse those who

are at present living in bed &

breakfast or private rented

accommodation. The cost

refurbishment is conservatively°

estimated at between £60,000 and

£70,000. It is expected to take the

council a number of years to recoup

the cost of this refurbishment.

At the time of going to press the

council had arranged an Urgent

Housing Committee meeting to

decide tie. iatier [sae

recommendation of this committee

will have to be ratified by the full

council. The’ full council can

overturn any decision taken by the

Housing Committee.
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HAIRDRESSERS

15A HARRINGTON ROAD,

SOUTH KENSINGTON

071-823 8968

We have a fantastic offer for all you

students, a cut wash and blowdry

by our top stylist

(which normally costs around £21)

For only £11 Men £12 Women

Check us out !
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