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Ills

The college governing body will
meet this week to examine IC’s
student accommodation problem. A
possible solution to the problem is
entry into the government funded
Business Expansion Scheme or
BES. The scheme is a method by
which educational establishments
raise funds from the private sector
to buy student accommodation.

Individuals are allowed to invest

upto £40,000 with a tax free return
on their investment after five years.
Dividends would be solely derived
from rent paid by the students in
residence.

Imperial would not be the first to
enter such a scheme. The insurance
company ‘SunLife’ has set up
companies under the BES aegis at
Lancaster, Sussex and York
Universities, each of which now
hold funds of upto £5,000,000.
Despite the apparent advantages of
the scheme, there are considerable
problems in its implementation.
According to Malcolm Aldridge,
controller of IC’s financial services,
one sticking point is that students
would have to be issued with
‘assured shorthold tenancy’
agreements, which under the 1988
Housing Act give tenants rights that
are so extensive as to make them
difficult to dislodge at the end of the
student year.

Mr Aldridge said that there had
been no test cases evicting students
from college accommodation.
There is the possibility that students
would be tempted to stay in assured
tenancies instead of attempting to
find accommodation outside the
college.

MANAGE!

HRH Princess Anne, the chancellor
of the University of London, visited
the college on the 10th July to open
the new centre for" Biomedical
systems and the centre for Toxic
Waste management. The Rector,
Sir Eric Ash, said that the new

centres were the ‘physical
embodiment of the merger’ of St
Mary’s and IC.

The centre for Biomedical
systems was funded by the Sir Leon

Bagrit foundation and will be named
after him. Lady Stella Bagrit, his
widow, explained that he was a
humanitarian with ‘a passionate
interest in science’, and that he
would have appreciated the help
given to future scientists.

Professor Bryan Coles, former
Pro-Rector of IC, told Felix that
both centres will be starting MSc
courses in September.

Fresh Start

Imperial’s Careers Advisory
Service (CAS) has a new director.
John Simpson, formerly a
recruitment manager for ICI,
officially takes up his post on Ist
August. He takes over from Russ
Clarke whose services were

withdrawn when the college
decided to leave the University of
London CAS.

Ben Turner, future ex-Deputy
President of the Union said that he
was ‘very confident in his (Mr
Simpson’s) abilities’.

Laughable
Loan
Levels

The Department for Education and
Science, the DES, has issued
figures for the student loan rates for
the academic year 1991-1992.

For students living away from
home in London, the maximum
loan will be £660 for a normal year
but only £480 if the student is in the
final year. For students living at
home, these figures are £460 and
£335 respectively.

The maintenance grant for the
academic year 1991-1992, for
mandatory award holders in the
UK, is frozen at the same rate as
for last year. For London students
living away from home it stands at
£2,845 and for students living at
home, £1,795 for the year.

The ‘top up’ loans level for the
past academic year, 1990-1991,
were £460 for a full year and £340
for a final year student living away
from home in London, ‘and £330
and £240 respectively for a student
living at home.

In addition the DES has released
figures concerning postgraduate
award rates. Bursaries for London
postgraduates will be £2950, or
£1760 if living in the parental
home. Studentships will be £4970
in London and £2915 for those still
at home.

Buses

The bus route 33, which used to end
in Prince Consort road, now
terminates at Hammersmith and
alternative bus routes from there are
the numbers 9, (stops at the Albert
Hall) 10 and 27 (Kensington High
street).
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Ed ‘ ar
Scissorhands

The scene is American suburbia
where freedom of expression is
shown by choosing which pastel
colour to paint your house. The
time is present irrelevant, but
something is very different. Within
view of this sickeningly idyllic
housing estate is an improbably
high ‘Dracula’ craggy mountain
with matching ‘Dracula’ craggy
castle (painted in a tasteful shade of
pastel black). Nobody in the pastel
houses seems to notice this
aberration in normality due to the
fact that this is no everyday story;
it is a fairy tale.

In the craggy castle lives a
creation, a modern-day
Frankenstein’s monster; a half-
finished model of a man with a
leather body and scissors for his
fingers. He is Edward (Johnny
Depp), a model of a man who is
human on the inside, but externally,
he is a parody of human form,
comic in his looks.

Edward receives his first
experience of society, when he is
taken home and cleaned up by a
very motherly Avon lady, Peg
(Dianne Wiest). The stereotypical
Americans are amused by him, and
accept him into their society, much
as they would a video recorder if
it landed on their doorstep. They are
proud of showing him off, letting
him cut their hair, clip their dogs
and hedges, but few actually get to
know him. Fame spreads and soon
he looks as if he may even fit into
society.

He meets Peg’s daughter, Kim
(Winona Ryder) and falls in love.
She on the other hand accepts him

as a person and figures out that he
is a far nicer guy than her current
boyfriend. OK, so she falls in love
too but doesn’t know it. It happens
in films all the time.

Sounds simple, doesn’t it? Life’s
never like that. After several
misdemeanours and
misunderstandings later he is being
shunned by the gaggle of
neighbours, and wanted by the
police. Kim suddenly realises that
she loves him after all and life in
general gets rather difficult for all
concerned.

Tim Burton’s direction (Batman,
Beetlejuice) is superb. Keeping in
the same vein as Batman, Edward
Scissorhands is a ‘large’ film which
is designed for and works
excellently on the big screen. Plenty
of wide panning shots and moody
lighting are present to keep film
buffs happy and set the atmosphere
of the film. The pacing of the film
is perfect, a very comic superficial
beginning and first half which
deepens and darkens as the film
progresses, ending in a moody and
serious ending.

John Depp gave an superlative
performance as Edward with firm
backing from the rest of the cast.
Winona Ryder was as competent as
her role would allow, but her
character was written as being far
too stereotypical to do anything
outstanding. Nevertheless her
acting would leave any gerbil
drooling over his whiskers.

What more can I say? A
beautifully written, beautifully
acted, beautifully made,
wonderfully funny and deeply
moving film. As I left the review
cinema I was choking back the
tears. Then again, I'm a gullible
romantic. Romance is contagious;
catch it.

Murph.

Alan

Deuce

In a week when my grasp of reality
was decribed as ‘tenuous’, it is
fitting that I should get around to
reviewing this album. Y’see, lunacy
is a well-worn trick used mainly by
avant-garde freaks, following long
bouts of going without sleep and
taking copious amounts of
recreational pharmaceuticals; result
being, they get lost in the virtually
limitless void of self-contemplation
and pretence.

Alan Vega, Stooge-inspired
electro rocker and half of Suicide,
does not fit in with the above
description. This particular freak is
unattractively  twisted.  So
unattractive in fact, that his
appearance onstage has had the
tendency to spark off vicious,
horrific audience reactions (bottles,
spit and lit cigarettes are the most
common form of greeting for this
man). The nearest thing this man
has known to a normal move was

Vega

Avenue.

E g

joining Andrew Eldritch’s Mish-
kicking spin-off, The Sisterhood.

All this, presumably, is
provoking interest in the record,
because I haven’t said anything
about it yet, and it was released last
year. ‘Deuce Avenue’ releases an
amphetamine-fuelled psychosis
(M.M. standard phrase No. 13); as
a portrait of Vega, one could
imagine Elvis Presley as visualised
by Francis Bacon. A grotesque
rockabilly fiend slashing the facade
of control over a razored,
monstrously minimal backing.
Where ‘Body Bop Jive’ is tense and
unnerving, the title track is
unequivocally deranged. This is
about as close to the edge as is
possible - either that or we’ve both
gone overkill. N.B.- to the
collective ‘YOU’, ‘YOU’ won’t
like it.

Sonic Euph

A

The film that reaches the parts other
films cannot reach—Robin Hood
has everything: humour, adventure,
romance, suspense, murder and any
other characteristic you’d like to
name. Kevin Costner gives an all
too convincing performance of
Robin—once rich boy now poor
man.

Alan Rickman (the evil German
from Die Hard) makes a very
malicious Sheriff of Nottingham.

The star-studded cast includes Brian
Blessed, Chris Slater (Young
Guns), Mary Elizabeth
Mastrantonio (The Abyss) and a
famous unmentionable playing King
Richard (guesses on a postcard
please!). The scenery. is amazing,
filmed on location in‘France and
England and succeeds in wrapping
you in the mystery surrounding the
legend of Robin of the Hood.
Sam.

Robin Hood - Prince of Theives
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