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'Out with the Butcher' Students' 
A n est imated 1500 people c rowded into 
Pr ince Consort Road for one of the 
largest demonstrat ions against Saddam 
Hussein to date. A t m idday on Sunday 
17th March , the demonstra t ion came f rom 
beyond H y d e Park toward the Iraqi 
Embassy, in Queens Gate. 

The m a r c h was halted in front of the 
Roya l Schoo l of Mines, as pol ice feared 
trouble if the protestors were a l l owed to 
reach the embassy. The c r owd , consist ing 
ma in l y of Iraqi families inc lus ive of 

ch i ldren , stayed peaceful, chant ing 
slogans a long the lines of ' D o w n , d o w n 
w i th Saddam' a n d 'Out w i th the Butcher ' . 
Later, the placards were col lected, and 
the c r owd d isbanded wi thout apparent 
trouble. 

The protest fo l lowed another w h i c h 
took place on Queens Gate earl ier in the 
week, on M o n d a y 11th M a r c h , invo l v ing 
about 200 people. This demonstrat ion was 
s imi lar ly trouble-free 

Future In 
Danger? 
Rector 
Decides 
The isolat ion of Imperial Col lege f rom the 
Univers i ty of L ondon cou ld increase if 
one of Col lege 's current ideas is to go 
ahead. The p lan is one to disaffiliate f rom 
the Univers i ty of L o n d o n Careers 
A d v i s o r y Serv i ve (ULCAS) , rep lac ing it 
w i th an ent i re ly IC based one. 

Bo th A n d r e Skapsk i , C h a i r m a n of the 
Careers A d v i s o r y Commiss i on , and 
Benjamin Turne r , ICU Deputy President, 
are tak ing ac t i on to prevent the move , 
but it appears that they m a y be too late. 
Be l i ev ing it to be an academic matter, 
they th ink that it should be discussed and 
decided at the next Boa rd of Studies 
meet ing, in M a y . The Rector , Sir Er i c 
A s h , insists that the matter is pure ly 
manager ia l , a n d so can be dec ided by 
himself in consultat ion w i th the College's 
Manag ing Director , M r A n g u s Fraser, 
wi thout seek ing the op in ion of the 
academic body . 

The Rector c la ims that the advantages 
lie in s impl i f icat ion of the management 
structure a l ong w i th increased 
accountabi l i ty of careers staff. Russ 
C larke , IC's chief careers adviser from 
U L C A S , is v i e w i n g the p r ob l em from 
another angle. H e bel ieves that the 
careers service p rov ided to students 
w o u l d suffer, most ly in the scope of 
career opportunit ies covered , but also 
f rom the r emova l of the large in format ion 
gather ing ne twork current ly avai lable . He 
added that the careers serv ice was 
especial ly needed now due to the 
recession. 

A l though fears that this is the beg inning 
of a complete split f rom the Univers i ty of 
L ondon were not speci f ical ly denied by 
the Rector, he commented that he saw 
U L as hav ing cer ta in uses, say ing that he 
w o u l d l ike to share some of the smal ler 
courses w i th other colleges in the future. 
It seems that there is m u c h confusion 
over this matter , not on ly whether IC 
should split f r om U L C A S , but also over 
w h o has the author i ty to decide. 
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Shan's 
New Look 
UGM 
Proposal 
Un ion President, Pau l Shanley , is to 
change the appearance of U n i o n Genera l 
Meetings (UGM's). Included in the changes 
are the fo l lowing ; U G M ' s are to be held 
termly , w i t h Ex t rao rd ina ry Gene ra l 
Meetings (EGM's) he ld w h e n necessary, 
and 'Exec News ' and mot ions are to be 
inc luded in the Fe l i x p reced ing the U G M . 

T w o of M r Shanley 's changes w i l l have 
to be twice rat i f ied at consecut ive UGM's , 
a process w h i c h cou ld take considerable 
t ime at one U G M per t e rm. These 
changes are that no more verba l reports 
are to be g iven , shor ten ing UGM ' s , and 
that the number of seconders needed to 
ca l l an E G M are to be r educed to 100 
enabl ing them to be ca l l ed more 
frequently. 

Ski Team 
in Rubber 
Fetish on 
Slopes 
Imperia l Col lege and the Institute Nat iona l 
Po ly technique de Grenoble (INPG) are 
jo int ly putt ing forward a sk i team for this 
year 's ' O l y m p u b Games' . T h e event w h i c h 
brings together students f r om al l over 
Europe aims to promote re lat ions w i th in 
the c o m m u n i t y and be tween European 
corporat ions and prospect ive graduates. 

Sponsored by the E C and companies 
across the European cont inent , the list of 
events includes P r o - A m d o w n h i l l rac ing , 
s la lom and other team contests i nvo l v ing 
dingies and inf latable mattresses. The four 
day tournament culminates in a careers 
fair in w h i c h the team's sponsors promote 
themselves. 

The IC and INPG team consists of 
Laurent Georges (INPG, Physics) , 
E m m a n u e l Gr ingar t en (IC, Maths), Marc i e l 
Humblo t (IC and INPG, Physics) , 
E m m a n u e l O m o n t (IC, Aero ) , T i m Parsons 
(IC, Aero ) and M a r c Zanche t ta (IC, Aero) . 

The s ix m a n t eam w i l l be us ing the 
event to p romote the advantages a n d 
prestige of IC a n d INPG as two of the top 
European study institutions. Pub l i c i t y 
packs be ing d istr ibuted by the team at 
the fair conta in copies of the Imperia l 
Col lege A n n u a l Report and the Un i on 
undergraduate handbook together w i th 
other mater ia l , inc lud ing copies of Fe l ix . 

Maxwell Pulls Out 
Robert M a x w e l l , med ia mogu l and fel low 
of Imperia l Col lege, pul led out of an 
Industrial Society ta lk last week. The 
event, w h i c h was to take p lace last 
Thursday , was organised as far back as 
the beg inn ing of the year. 

O n the day of th talk, the society was 
to ld by Ben jamin Turner , Un i on Deputy 
President, that Robert M a x w e l l wou ld not 
be able to attend, as he was current ly in 
the Uni ted States. 

Adve r t i s ing a n d preparat ion for the 
event have cost the Industr ial Society an 
est imated S I00 , w h i c h is now wasted. 
Miss M . Sachd iva , cha i rman , stated that 'It 
wou ld have been helpful if M r . Maxwe l l ' s 
staff had contacted us a week or two 
beforehand.. . ' . The Industrial Society is 
now t ry ing to arrange a n e w date. 

Red Noses A l l Round? 
C o m i c Relief r ed noses spread around the 
W o r l d last Thursday . Despite this, Col lege 
got by fairly unaffected, w i t h few Comic 
Relief noses be ing d isp layed. 

Rag organised events were succesful, 
ra is ing an est imated £1000 on the day. 
These inc luded a 24 hour b a c k g a m m o n 
p lay ing session, and a dar ing streak 
a round the A lbe r t Ha l l . Z i a A c k b a r , 
wear ing on ly a layer of shav ing foam, ran 
backwards a r o u n d the bu i ld ing , ra is ing 
£180. The Queen 's Towe r L ions were also 
decorated in appropr iate m a n n e r for the 

day; their noses were cove r ed b y 
mask ing tape and pa inted red . A l l m o n e y 
raised by Rag was donated direct to 
C o m i c Relief, rather than to the usual 
charit ies. 

Other events inc luded a sponsored 
water fight organised by C h e m i c a l 
Eng ineer ing , a n d an eat-in at Burger 
K i n g , in w h i c h five Southside residents 
attempted to eat through the entire 
select ion of food. T i m Su l l i van and Matt 
D i x o n , of T i z a r d H a l l had their Heads 
shaved, ra is ing £500 be tween them. 

The joint Imperial College and Institute Nationale 
Politechnique de Grenoble ski team. 



Access Update New Dean 
M r T o n y Cu l l en , Assistant Registrar, has 
almost comple ted the a l locat ion of m o n e y 
f rom the Access F u n d to undergraduates. 
He has assessed the c la ims of a l l but 
twe lve students and has g i ven the money 
awarded to the Heads of department, to 
distribute before the end of te rm. 

Postgraduate c la ims are also be ing 
assessed and have been dealt w i th in the 
ma in , but have been g iven a lower 
pr ior i ty , so that undergraduates can 
rece ive their m o n e y before the end of 
t e rm. 

A new Dean has been appo inted to C i ty 
and Gui lds Col lege. The post w i l l be fi l led 
by Professor B . M c . A . Sayers P h D , 
DSc(Eng), DIC, FCGI , F IEE a n d F E n g . His 
appo intment as Dean of the Col lege runs 
f rom 1st September 1991 to 31st August 
1994. 

Shy and Retiring? Again! 

Mend-a-Bike 
P E T E R T H O M A S 

4-6 Effle Road 
F u l h a m , London SW6 ITD 
071 -371 5867 

Jen Hardy -Smi th , Un i on Admin is t ra to r , is 
to ret ire dur ing the Easter Ho l idays , 
hav ing been at the centre of the Un i on 
for 17 years. She intends to move into 
the country a n d spend her t ime 
gardening. J en said a l though she w o u l d 
miss the fun of w o r k i n g a r ound students, 
one th ing that she cer ta in ly wou ld not 
miss w o u l d be minut ing counc i l reports. 

Last F r iday the Fe l i x press once again 
refused to pr int anyth ing . T h e ever 
unre l iab le press was out of act ion for the 
weekend , due to the se iz ing of an 
essential bear ing . The b r e a k d o w n 
co inc ided w i t h an occas ion w h e n it was 
requ i red for w e e k e n d use. Af ter in i t ia l ly 
causing conce rn for the Wednesday 
deadl ine w i t h a new expec ted publ icat ion 
date of Thursday , the event mere ly put 
back publ i ca t ion by a few hours to 
Wednesday afternoon. 

News Editorial 
Red Nose day has brought up a couple of 
issues w h i c h are relevent to the news 
team. The first is Imperial Co l lege apathy; 
what happened to the lot of you? Where 
were al l the red noses? T h e answer is 
that they we re few and far between. 
Sure, Fe l i x shou ld in form y o u of what is 

H A I R D R E S S E R S 
15A H A R R I N G T O N R O A D , 

S O U T H K E N S I N G T O N 
071-823 8968 

W e have a fantastic orfer for all y o u 
students, a cut wash and b l owdry 

by our top stylist 
(wh i ch normal l y costs a round £21) 

F o r on ly £11 M e n £12 W o m e n 
C h e c k us out ! 

go ing on , but if y o u didn't k n o w about 
Comic Relief, then there's someth ing 
w r o n g w i th y o u . 
The second issue raised is that it's quite 
difficult to f ind out what is go ing on at 
col lege. The news pages can on ly in lc lude 
the in format ion that we get ho ld of, so if 
y o u k n o w of someth ing interest ing, w h i c h 
might make a news story, ca l l us. 
Te lephone 3515 in terna l (make a note of 
it). 

N o w for the gripes. The ba in of every 
reporter 's life is people t r y ing to wr i te 
their news stories for them. Phrases l ike 
'Please let me check the details before 
y o u print it' just serve to irr i tate us. I'm 
not p i ck ing on anyone in part icular ; 
m a n y people do this, so please don't. If 
there's someth ing I'm uncer ta in about, or 
someth ing that I may have got wrong , I 
w i l l check it. T h e news pages are rare ly 
inaccurate (well , not wi ldly ) , so don't 
wor ry . 

A n d the last th ing . (Don't worry , I'll 
shut up soon.) Fe l i x news is stil l short 
staffed. A n d y ' s last desparate plea f rom 
the edi tor ia l brought two people into the 
office, one of them for news. A t the t ime 
of wr i t ing , there were three of us a round 
to do the major i ty of the news. Th is is 
not enough. C o m e into the office and 
give it a try. 
Stef 



Unrivalled Coverage 

Unrivalled Offer 
We are offering students the opportunity to try The Telegraph free for 14 days. 

All you have to do is fill in the voucher below to receive your free 
copies of The Daily Telegraph - Monday to Saturday - and The Sunday Telegraph, 

for a total of 14 consecutive days - with our compliments. 

Please fill in your name and address, and answer the question below, then take | 
this voucher to your local newsagent who will reserve your free copies of The Daily 
Telegraph and The Sunday Telegraph. Please try to give this voucher to your 
newsagent at least 3 days before you want your consecutive free issues to start, to 

allow him to adjust his order with his supplier. 

First Name: _____ _ — 

T O T H E N E W S A G E N T Please accept this voucher in lieu of payment for 12 issues of The 
Daily Telegraph - Monday to Saturday - and two issues of The Sunday Telegraph. The voucher is worth 
£6.80, that is, ten issues of The Daily Telegraph at 40p each, two issues of The Daily Telegraph on a 
Saturday at 45p, and two issues of The Sunday Telegraph at 60p plus a handling fee of 5p per issue. 

Please return this voucher before Monday, May 6, 1991, to your Wholesaler who will deduct 
£6.80 from your news account. Multiples should return their vouchers also 
before Monday, May 6,1991, either to the Central Office in the usual way or to 
their Wholesaler as above. Please stamp or write your name and address in 
BLOCK CAPITALS in the panel below. Please contact your Wholesaler if you have 
any enquiries concerning this promotion. NB: This voucher is not transferable. 
Accepting it in lieu of payment for any other article constitutes fraud. 

T O T H E W H O L E S A L E R Please accept this voucher from your 
newsagent and credit him with the total value of the voucher, that is, the 
total cover price of each issue claimed of The Daily Telegraph and The Sunday 
Telegraph - plus 5p handling charge for each paper - a total of £6.80. Only 14 
newspapers can be claimed per voucher. Credit for this voucher will be arranged 
by your Daily Telegraph Area Manager when he next calls. He will also credit  
you with 5p for every voucher collected. 

14 
D A Y S 

F R E E 

Surname: 

Address: . 

Postcode: 
Which one daily newspaper do you most regularly buy? 

FX1 

You must hand in the voucher by Monday, April 15,1991; 
the last free newspaper will be issued on Sunday, April 28,1991. 

If you have your newspapers delivered, your newsagent 
will be happy to deliver your free copies to your home (he may 
charge his normal fee). If you would prefer to collect your paper, 
a copy will be reserved for you to pick up each day. 



St 
FELIX 

Stuff 
IC R O C K S O C P R E S E N T S 

+ Pe t ro l eum Spirit 
+ B l o o d m o n e y 

T h u r s d a y 21st M a r c h 
Imperial College Union Lounge 

8.00pm 
LATE BAR & ROCK DISCO 

£3.50 non-members 
£2.50 members 

LOST 
Black Wallet 

please contact G Brice, MRE 2, if 
found. Lost on Friday night. Believed 

stolen 

Brasserie 
134 CROMWELL ROAD 

(near to Sainsburys) 
KENSINGTON, SW7 
Open 12-12.30pm 

6.00-1 lpm 
daily 

•kFriendly attentive service in an 
atmosphere of style and comfort 

•kFully licensed 
+Air conditioned 
•^Private parties of up to 40 

catered for 
+ 15% discount for IC students and 

staff 
^Recommended by prominent 

food critics nationally and 
internationally 

Early reservations advisable 

071-370 7617 

Comic Relief 
Would you like an autographed copy of 
the Comic Relief comic? A.comic 
emblazoned with the signatures of such I V p N f f§ 
august personages as Lenny Henry and L A 
Jonathan Ross, and mega-comic creators t^m^f^^m^fTmmmm 

like Dave Gibbons? Well, if you missed 1 m Jj -mmJi fl 
the recent signing session, here's your I —-JH • 
chance to get hold of one. Courtesy of 
the Amazing Flying Gerbil Machine, we 
have a copy to auction for Comic Relief. 

The auction will be held by means of 
sealed bids, submitted to the Felix Office I * 
by Wednesday 24 April , we will 
announce the winner in Felix issue 991, 
and the winner can then claim his/her 
copy by presenting the dosh. Good luck. 

Dept & Year 

Bid 

It's The Arts 
Limerick A young engineer from Imperial 

Pursued a career managerial. 

She...Ha! caught you out, 
This limerick by Noel Petty won a prize 
in a New Statesman and Society Weekend You crude sexist lout: 
Competition during the summer. Spotted 
by Professor Peter Richards of St Mary's. The gender was quite immaterial 

Illusion 
The sunlight filters through the trees, 

Ever so gently flows the breeze, 

Carrying scents of fields unsown, 

Images of lands unknown. 

Gracefully evolve the deer, 

Blue sea gently sheds a tear. 

Deep inside his dreamy eye 

Reflects a peaceful golden sky. 

He looks at her and their minds meet, 

As both their hearts forget one beat. 

Their words echo the tenderness inside. 

Shyly, they reveal what they tried to hide. 

The birds sing as their world goes round, 

Inside their breasts the same pulsating 

sound. 

He and she suddenly have discovered 

The secret beauty Nature mothered. 

Hans Crockett, Physics 1. 
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Viewpoint FELIX 

What do you think of the various college shops, eating 
places etc. and do you believe in the Easter Bunny? 

• I can't answer questions like 
not a spontaneous person. 
• Y e a h — I do. 

Dave : 

• I was in the U F C that t ook the dec is ion 
to redesign the B O O K S H O P . It does not 
do the job it shou ld do...it shou ld be a 
proper academic bookshop.. . I 'd have it 
f ranchised to Di l lons . 

A t the t ime the changes we re made, 
they said the new o rde r ing system they 
were go ing to have, w o u l d guarantee that 
a book y o u o rde red wou ld be there 
w i th in five days...the p r o b l e m that I've 
a lways had w i t h that bookshop is that it's 
never had the books I've wanted . 
• Oh—abso lute ly . 

• I never go to the M D H 'cause it's shit. I 
get m y snacks f rom the JCR. . . the 
S O U T H S I D E S H O P is dead handy . 

I eat at BELUSHIS—i t ' s pret ty good 
value. I d r ink at S O U T H S I D E — i t ' s good 
fun meet ing some A m e r i c a n totty. 
• Of course I do. 

• The M D H is a bit expensive.. . i t 's 
a l r ight—the food's good . 

The UN ION S N A C K B A R ' S quite 
good...the sandwiches are real ly f resh— 
they put the fill ings in as y o u want them. 
They ' r e real ly g ood—wor th the money . 

I haven't eaten in the J C R . B E L U S H I S ' 
is alr ight apart f rom pizzas w h i c h are 
quite expens ive . The b a k e d potatoes are 
quite good va lue for money . I've heard 
that M U S T A P H A ' S is pretty gross. 

The S O U T H S I D E S H O P is rea l ly 
good...a little expens ive but y ou ' d expect 
that—they c o u l d have concessions if 
they 're t r y ing to prov ide a serv ice for 
students, rather than hav ing a prof itable 
business. T h e y need to sel l more fresh 
fruit and veg and things l i ke wash ing 
powder as we l l . 
• If I didn't be l ieve in the Easter B u n n y I 
wouldn ' t get a l l m y eggs on Easter 
Day.. . I 'm l ibera l l y minded. . .g ive me a few 
years and I might g row up a bit. 

Roger: 

• In general the shops are very good as 
are the eat ing places. The on ly 
compla ints I have are that there aren't 
enough carrots on the m e n u and the 
Bookshop doesn't have Watersh ip D o w n 
on v ideo. 

I'm g lad to say that the barbar ic 
pract ice of eat ing rabbit seems to have 
died out at Imper ia l . 
• I th ink therefore I am. 

D a n : 

• I don't go to M U S T A P H A S at a l l—it 's 
just pointless. It's never open w h e n I'm 
about—it 's better to go B E L U S H I S 
because you ' re d o w n in the bar a l ready. 
The food's not bad...the best y o u can get 
for that sort of pr ice . 

The M D H is alr ight, but the food's not 
that good—I o n l y go there w h e n I have 
to. 

The U N I O N S N A C K B A R is O K , but 
they 've total ly cocked up the sandw i ch 
bar—they ' re a l l pre-made a n d so dry . 
They used to be made to order. The one 
I had today—I cou ld on ly eat half of it, 
the rest was l ike the inside of a tree. The 
hot food is f ine. 

I've never used the S O U T H S I D E S H O P . 
• Depends on if she's an Easter B u n n y 
G i r l or not. 



Comics. Where do you buy them, and what do you buy? Alien 

FEATURES The Good, the Bad, 
So just suppos ing you 've r ead some of the 
comic stuff in the last few issues of Fe l i x , 
and are th ink ing 'I 'm an open minded , 
tasteful k i n d of person, and I'd l ike to f ind 
out more about this stuff...' (we l ive in 
hope, A l i e n Sex Fiend). W h a t do y o u do? 
We l l , the obv ious th ing w o u l d be to buy 
some comics. Pretty c lever idea, eh? 

There 's just one eensy-weensy prob l em: 
There is a vast amount of comic mater ia l 
produced, a n d not a l l of it is, shal l we 
say, very good. A l so , there are re lat ive ly 
few specialist c om i c shops. So firstly, let's 
deal w i th the shops... 

GOSH! 
Great Russel l Street, W l . 

Situated opposite the Br i t i sh Museum, this 
is one of the smal ler and m o r e fr iendly 
shops in centra l London . Upstairs houses 
the standard select ion of A m e r i c a n 
impor ted comics , w i th a smal l i sh , but 
often r id icu lous ly cheap a n d quite 
complete , se lect ion of back issues (I 
p i cked up a New Mutants No . 2 for £1.50, 
Pendragon). Downsta i rs is p a c k e d out 
w i th other forms of strip, especia l ly 
Newspaper cartoons a long the lines of 
Footrot Flats, Calvin and Hobbes, and 
Bloom County. The fr iendliness of the 
staff (in contrast w i th the sur ly attitude of 
many in Fo rb idden Planet) was enough to 
make this m y regular c om i c shop last 
year. 

COMIC S H O W C A S E 
Neal Street, Covent Garden 

P r imar i l y or ientated towards the 
mainst ream D C / M a r v e l se lect ion, their 
New Releases sec t ion is ho r r ib l y la id out, 
m a k i n g it difficult to f ind what y o u are 
l ook ing for. The re is an average select ion 
of back issues, at average prices, and a 
few Graphic Novels. But essential ly there 
is noth ing to make this shop stand out 
f rom al l the others. On ly real ly w o r t h 
v is i t ing if you ' ve been struggl ing to f ind 
someth ing e lsewhere. 

M E G A CITY 
Inverness Street, Camden T o w n . 

The key w o r d here is B i g . The most 
impressive back issue select ion I've yet 
found in London , and usua l ly at v e r y 
reasonable pr ices. Marve l , D C and 
independents are separated into different 
sections, and once y o u k n o w this, f inding 
the issues y o u want becomes s impl ic i ty 
itself. The New releases are also stocked, 
but are d isp layed in a system I haven't 
quite w o r k e d out yet. There is an O K 
select ion of merchand is ing , w i t h a few T-
shirts and posters, as we l l as a pretty 
good select ion of Graphic Novels. 

F A N T A S Y INN 

Char ing Cross Road (back of Leicester 
Square) 

D o w n in the basement of the B o o k Inn. 
It's c ramped and packed w i th a lot of 
stuff y o u don't f ind e lsewhere. The layout 
means it's hard to f ind things. If y o u can 
w o r k your way through the mess then 
there are some good finds at reasonable 
prices. Some merchand is ing but not a lot. 
Nice homely feel. 

PARADISE A L L E Y 
Off Denmark Street in an al ley next to 
A n d y ' s Guitars 

Smal l is the k e y w o r d here. It's a t iny 
b a c k r o o m of a p lace but the layout is 
great. A l l the comics are i n easy to f ind 
alphabet ic order (unless y o u want obscure 
independents) a n d there is a huge sea of 
s tacked merchandise rang ing f rom Space 
1999 to Starskey and Hutch. The prices 
usual ly aren't s i l ly and the range of stuff 
is wide. Not a place for n e w releases but 
a good place for back issues. 

M E A N W H I L E 
C a m d e n T o w n (near the tube station), 

It's fairly smal l , very new, a few odd 
imports and a rather sma l l se lect ion. I 
didn't f ind it v e ry useful but if y o u l ike 
ma ins t ream or one offs then there is 
probab ly someth ing there. 

FORBIDDEN P L A N E T 
New Ox f o rd Street, just east of 
To t t enham Cour t Road Tube Stat ion 

The Forb idden Planet cha in are probab ly 
the best k n o w n specialist c om i c shops in 
the country , and as such they have a 
large shop, and a large se lect ion of titles. 
However , a l l is not sunshine and roses in 
happy bunny land : The shop is somewhat 
confusingly l a id out, their back issue 
select ion can be l imi ted (probably due to 
the amount of people w h o use it), a n d 
their prices are often a few pence higher. 
A l so , the new release sect ion, wh i l e in 
a lphabet ica l order , is in a ve ry 
inconvenient place. T o top it a l l off, it's 
general ly very c rowded , there can be 
long queues, they don't supp ly the comics 
in protect ive plastic bags, a n d the staff 
are sometimes less than fr iendly . 

This said, they do get new titles in 
qu ick ly , and have a large select ion of 
merchand is ing and graph ic novels. There 
is also a ve ry good SF and Fantasy 
bookshop in the basement. 

T H E VIRGIN COMIC SHOP 
Upstairs in both V i r g i n Megastores, 
Ox f o rd Street 

Not a lot to be said, other than it's smal l , 
w i th a l imi ted select ion (general ly on ly 

the b ig companies) , but the staff are 
fr iendly enough, and they do bag their 
comics. The layout of the store takes a 
bit of t ime to get used to, as we l l . A l r ight . 

So, now y o u k n o w where y o u can buy 
them, what shou ld y o u buy? G o o d 
quest ion. Obv i ous l y a lot depends on the 
ind iv idua l . A f ter a l l , as w i t h any art form, 
are very m u c h a matter of taste. Bo th 
mysel f and Pendragon tend towards the 
best of the superhero genre, but comics 
are publ ished cover ing a huge number of 
subjects. If i n doubt, y o u can a lways ask 
the staff at shops, y ou r mates, or just b u y 
a copy and see. So, onto what we th ink 
are some of the better comics around, 
start ing w i th Amer i ca . . . 

M A R V E L US 
M a r v e l Comics , in general , r ema in the 
most ch i ld ish of the ma ins t ream 
A m e r i c a n comics , rare ly exper iment ing 
w i th their characters in the way that D C 
often do. The blandness of characters 
such as Captain America, Quasar or Thor 
bears witness to this, and things don't 
look as if they are gett ing any better. 
They have just released a comic cal led 
DarkHawk, whe re the hero gains his 
powers by 'myster ious ly f inding a suit'. 
Ho H u m . 

W i th in this though , some good stuff can 
be found, pr inc ipa l l y among their X or 
Mutant books. 

The Uncanny X-Men 
For m a n y years this has been the 
undisputed champ i on of the comic-book 
market . Chris C laremont w h o has been 
wr i t ing it for we l l over ten years, has 
shifted the focus away f rom the actual 
super-heroics, and concentrated on the 
relat ionships a n d prob lems of the (ever-
changing) team. For a wh i l e it has been 
hampered by a profusion of sub-plots 
w h i c h on ly surfaced every few years or 
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Sex Fiend, Pendragon and the Amazing Machine tell all. 

and the Graphic 
so, but this is be ing done a w a y w i th , as 
hot penci l ler J i m Lee helps plot the book, 
leading to a more s t reaml ined form of 
story tel l ing. Re commended , a l though it 
takes t ime to get into, so e i ther g ive it 
t ime, or f ind a fr iend w h o buys it. 

X-Factor 
The or ig ina l X - M e n , re formed. For a 
wh i l e it was languish ing in the hands of 
an over verbose scripter, but has now 
been g iven a new penc i l l er , and in the 
au tumn a new wr i ter (Peter Dav id , w h o 
has done so m u c h to resurrect the Hulk) . 
Rumors are that they are go ing to 
become a government t eam. Looks l ike 
its go ing to be good... 

X-Force 
Due to start in a couple of months . R is ing 
f rom the ashes of New Mutants, Cable 
and his charges are in t roduc ing a new 
concept to the Mutant books . They no 
longer wait for the bad guys to come to 
them. They ' re go ing out for their enemies 
blood.. . It is st i l l re lat ive ly unusua l to 
have a M a r v e l character that ki l ls , so an 
entire team of them should be interest ing. 
The creat ive team beh ind the book is 
strong, but w i l l they w i m p out? W e hope 
not. 

Excalibur 
The on ly Br i t i sh mutant t eam, again it 
has lost its d i rec t ion over the last year. 
A r o u n d issue 40 though, Br i t i sh 
wr i ter/Art is t A l a n Dav is takes over , so it 
might be wo r th a look aga in . 

Wolverine 
Great character in X-Men, but in his o w n 
book he is h indered by O k wr i t ing and 
lousy art. St i l l wo r th a look, as some of 
the stories c an be good. 

Amongs t the non-mutant books, wo r th 
l ook ing out for are: 

The Incredible Hulk 
N o w total ly different f o rm the character 
y o u might r emember f rom T V , he is 
intel l igent and has a very b a d attitude. 
There is some fascinating po l i t i ca l 
manoeuve r ing go ing on , w h i c h has 
managed to total ly change the d irect ion 
of the book. 

SpiderMan 
Produced total ly by the incred ib le artist 
T o d McFar l ane , this is the first new 
Sp iderman book in a long t ime, and the 
first t ime McFar l ane has scr ipted. Thus 
this aspect can be weak, but the art and 
dialogue, a long w i th the genera l ly darker 
slant of the title makes up for it. This 
said, the scr ipt ing is gett ing better. 

A l so wo r th l ook ing at are the other 
three Spider M a n Titles, especia l ly 
Amazing Spiderman. 

D E T E C T I V E COMICS 
D C are the other b i g A m e r i c a n company , 
and, indeed, were the first comics 
company . T h e y have the three longest 
runn ing characters in the comics field: 
Ba tman , Supe rMan , and W o n d e r W o m a n . 
In general , wh i l e they do have less 
mature titles (SuperMan and Wonder 
Woman, to name two), their comics have 
a far more adult out look, a n d they are 
w i l l ing to address issues that 'super-hero' 
comics t rad i t iona l ly avo id . Th is is 
c omb ined w i t h a more o rder l y wor ld , and 
fewer heroes, w h i c h leads to an overa l l 
't ightness' a n d consistency w i th in the 
titles, and far fewer cont inu i ty problems. 

Batman 
M y unashamed ly favourite character , and 
thoroughly r e c ommended as a good w a y 
to start in comics , or as someth ing new if 
y o u a lready r ead 'em. There are three 
titles that feature Ba tman , a n d of the two 
that fo l low his current adventures, this is 
current ly the best. The creat ive team of 
Grant, M i t che l l , and Brey fog le portray 
The Ba tman as he should be, dark and 
dr i ven but st i l l a man , not a cardboard 
cut-out. The art is also excel lent , w i th a 
s l ight ly sty l ised feel. R e c o m m e n d e d 
highly . 

Detective Comics 
The other c om i c fo l lowing The Batmans 
current adventures, and the weaker of 
the two. The art is of a dated, almost 
70 ' s style, a n d the character isat ion not 
near ly as s t rong as in Batman. St i l l head-
and-shoulders above a lot of Ma r v e l stuff, 
and wor thwh i l e buy ing so as better to 
understand ' B a t m a n ' (it's on l y 65p a 
month). 

I f * ! 

Legends of the Dark Knight 
The th i rd regular title featuring The 
Ba tman , and someth ing of a new idea. 
Different Ar t i s t/Wr i t e r teams produce five 

issue stories, w h i c h can be set anywhere 
in the history of Bats, whe ther past, 
present, or future. So far (it's up to issue 
17) there has been one incred ib le story, 
one good story, one fair story, and the 
current one, despite a weak start, is 
gett ing better. B u y it, especial ly issues 11 
to 15, w h i c h are one of the best 
introduct ions to the B a t m a n character . 

Green A r r o w 
A rad ica l departure f rom most comics, 
and Using a prev ious ly establ ished 
character as we l l , this title explempli f ies 
the best of D C . A ve ry mature comic , 
dea l ing w i th rea l people, a n d e xam in ing 
the rea l w o r l d through them. The first 
two years of the strip we re concerned 
w i t h an invest igat ion by the wri ters of 
the role of the v i c t im in m o d e r n cr ime , 
v i a Green A r r o w ' s adventures. If y o u 
want to see wha t can be done w i th in the 
f ramework of a superhero comic , or just 
don't be l ieve that they can address 
serious, real life issues, then buy this, and 
have your op in ions changed. 

A l s o r e c ommended f rom D C are 
Sandman and Doom Patrol. 

BRITISH COMICS 
Some of the most talented people in 
mode rn comics are Br i t i sh , a l though 
severa l of them n o w w o r k for A m e r i c a n 
Companies . Of the stuff that's actual ly 
publ ished over here, the three best are... 

Knights Of Pendragon 
Good . One of the best mon th l y comics 
p roduced at the moment . A n eco-thri l ler 
w i t h myst ica l overtones, roo t ing deep into 
our Celt ic a n d A r t h u r i a n heritage. The 
script is br i l l iant , w i th occas ional 
humorous one-l iners. The art takes t ime 
to get used to, but is genera l ly good, 
albeit var iable , but the co l our ing is, we l l , 
sexy. P rov ided the wri ters manage to 
keep up the or ig ina l i ty and tension, i t ' l l 
cont inue to be essential reading . B u y it, 
and al l the back issues (it's on l y on 
number 10, so there aren't too many) . 

2000AD 
T H E stalwart of the Br i t i sh comics 
industry, and home of the infamous Judge 
Dredd. Recent ly turned a l l - co lour, it is 
usual ly enterta in ing, and somet imes 
inspired. The on ly p rob l em is that the 
stories can be of var iab le qual i ty , but as 
this is due to them pub l i sh ing stuff by 
new people, it's excusable. Vast amounts 
of the o ld stuff is avai lable i n col lect ions, 
and many are we l l w o r t h buy ing . A l so 
repr ints mater ia l month ly in Best of 
2000AD Monthly. A n easy w a y to get into 
comics, and w o r t h a try. 

TOXIC! 
See rev i ew o n page 10. 
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Toxic! 
Right, for those of y o u who don't 
k n o w v e r y m u c h about the comic 
industry, a little bit of background : 

Fo r many years the stalwart of the Br i t i sh 
comics industry has been 2000AD. A 
huge number of the Br i t i sh artists and 
wri ters who ' v e since gone on to bigger 
things and cr i t i ca l acc la im started off 
wr i t ing or d raw ing strips for it. 

A few months ago severa l of these guys 
got together a n d dec ided that it wou ld be 
a real ly coo l idea to start the i r o w n 
company . So they did. They also got ho ld 
of lots more of the talented Br i t i sh 
creators, and persuaded them to w o r k for 
them. Then they thought they 'd better 
produce a comic . 

Thus was bo rn TOXIC!, an A 4 , full 
co lour week l y . But what about a rev iew? 
We l l , start ing w i th the cover : It's gross. 
But in an endear ing k i n d of way. The 
ma in a r twork is a rather tasteful p ic ture 
of a guy bear ing more than passing 
resemblance to a nasty green dinosaur, 
ca r ry ing a gun bear ing the l i terate 
inscr ipt ion 'Saur Y a Coming , Bronto 
Breath ! ' . In the backg round is the equal ly 
c iv i l i sed Marsha l Law , po l i te ly not ing that 
the afore ment ioned , and jo l ly attract ive 

chap shou ld 'Cons ider yourself... 
EXT INCT ! ' , w h i c h is hard ly surpr is ing 
cons ider ing that the Marsha l has just 
b l own a two foot w ide ho le the bloke 's 
chest. 

Inside there are four strips, three of 
w h i c h are the first parts of series, the last 

pa inted by the fast-becoming-legendary 
S imon Bisley, w h i c h is excel lent . Of the 
other three, M u f o Maniac is the weakest. 
The Marshal Law story is, typ ica l ly , v e ry 
good, a l though not as br i l l iant as it has 
been in the past, but it looks l ike it ' l l be 
gett ing better. The best of them is 
Accident Man, w i th some excel lent v isual 
humour . 

TOXIC! is be ing pushed as a newstand 
comic , that is, not just for ' comic fans'. 
Apoca l ypse wan t it to be so ld in news­
agents, and are t ry ing to appeal to the 
'general pubic ' . This obv ious ly puts it into 
compet i on w i th 2000AD, a n d indeed it 
pushes the boundar ies of even m y sense 
of co inc idence that 2000AD has just gone 
total ly full co lour (TOXIC! is full co lour 
throughout). However , TOXIC! appears to 
be a imed at a more adult audience than 
2000AD, e v en g iven the latter's recent 
matur isat ion (is that a real word?)(Not 
accord ing to m y dict ionary. . . Rev iews 
Ed.). 

In conc lus ion , the first issue is genera l ly 
good, and w i th the a r r i va l of Dan Abnet t 
(of Felix in te rv i ew fame) as editor it 
should improve . To sum up , it's w o r t h a 
quid (and it on l y costs 99p!), but it tends 
to be sl ightly more sick than neccessary 
in places and it's potent ia l has not been 
real ised. W i t h t ime it shou ld be, and 
some of the up and c o m i n g strips sound 
excel lent. W i t h the amount of talent 
beh ind it, it should be a big success. I 
l i ked it. But then I'm a rea l s icko 
anyway. . . 

Al ien Sex Fiend 

Night Sun 
i F r o m the open ing notes of the 
score y o u can tel l that this is an 
'arty ' sort of f i lm. T h e credits 

appear (in Italian) w i th a sma l l subtitle 
te l l ing the aud ience w h o subt i t led the 
f i lm. 

The f i lm opens showing a smal l boy in 
19th century costume standing under a 
b lossoming tree w i th his hand held out. 
The camera pans a round the impress ive 
r o cky mounta inous landscape and returns 
360 degrees to the boy, w h o stil l has his 
hand held out. Eventua l ly a b lossom falls 
into his hand, and he leans against the 
tree, thank ing G o d for this wondrous gift. 

Th is rather tacky beg inn ing is necessary 
to set the character of the f i lm, but is by 
no means representat ive. Nex t scene; the 
boy has g rown into a handsome young 
man , Sergio G i u r a m o n d o (Jul ian Sands), 
quite unsurpr is ing ly a bit of a lady's man . 
The k i n g arranges for h im to be mar r i ed 
to an ex-mistress of his, Chr i s t ina 
(Nastassja K inski ) . Before the wedd ing , 
Chr is t ina confesses to Sergio, that she has 
' loved before' . Not able to bear the 
shame, he does not even stay to hear her 
out, runn ing f rom the r o o m . 

Af ter this, he cannot face the w o r l d he 
knows, so he becomes a monk . Not even 
this provides enough sol i tude for the 
t roubled Sergio, he becomes a hermit , 
forc ing ever increas ing hardships upon 
himself in an effort to f ind his soul . M a n y 
hear of this handsome hermi t l i v ing on 
the h i l l . One w o m a n , bored and in search 

of a little sport decides to try and seduce 
h im . He bare l y manages to keep his self-
contro l , ma in l y by staring out of the 
w indow , p ray ing , and inf l ic t ing pa in on 
himsel f (He chops off one of his fingers). 
The w o m a n leaves his hut, a changed 
person, and f rom this his reputat ion as a 
saint spreads. 

A s more people visit Sergio, they b r ing 
gifts. Eventua l ly ,h is shack gets 
redecorated, and al l that he has struggled 
to avo id finds h im again. The site of 
hermitage becomes a p i lgr image for al l 
and sundry, a n d his sa inthood is 
commerc ia l i sed . A m o n g his visitors is a 
y o u n g g i r l , Mat i lda , a th in l y masked 
analogy to the dev i l . 

The gir l seems quite harmless and has 
come to have her avers ion to dayl ight 
cured by the 'mirac le worke r ' . B y us ing 

fairly direct methods, Mat i l da manages to 
seduce Sergio, and he once again must 
leave, hav ing total ly lost his gr ip on the 
quest for the truth. O K , so I've g iven 
away most of the plot. Th is doesn't 
matter. The act ing is superb, and the 
atmosphere is enough to ca r r y y o u w i th 
the characters for the length of the f i lm. 
It is never fast, but a lways has pace 
enough to ho ld the attent ion. 

A t last, a f i lm that leaves y o u th ink ing . 
If y o u are sick of Rocky 72 or 'Three 
men and a ca rbon based l i fe-form' then 
this is for you ; it's a bit out of the 
o rd inary and it's beautiful. Night Sun w i l l 
be on l imited release a r ound the country . 
D i g a round in Time Out a n d start l i v ing 
your life. 

Stef. 



Quigley 
Down 
Under 

On Extended Wings 

Since Magnum PI f inished, the 
name T o m Sel leck has not been 
associated w i th par t i cu lar ly good or 

successful films, unless the tag Three Men 
and a... was attached. I doubt that this 
f i lm is go ing to do m u c h to change this 
situation, but, as westerns go, this ain't 
bad. 

Recent attempts to resurrect this genre 
have sat at two extremes, w i th the 
ex t remely ce rebra l guilt d r i v en Dances 
with Wolves at one end, a n d the a l l f lash 
and bang Young Guns at the other. 
Quigley Down Under sits square ly in the 
middle , hav ing transferred itself to 
Aust ra l ia to a l l ow a re turn to the more 
tradi t ional ac t i on/adventure/romance 
format of the o lder westerns. 

Quig ley has been hired by an Eng l i sh 
landowner , purpor ted ly to shoot dingoes. 
So he deports himself to Aus t ra l i a , p icks 
up a m a d w o m a n ( Laura sex, lies and 
videotape San Giacomo) , a n d is to ld that 
he is to shoot Abor ig ines . Natura l ly 
enough he refuses, and is thus beaten to 
a pulp, c h u c k e d in the desert (complete 
w i th pert ly beauti ful m a d woman) , 
rescued by Abor i g ines , and appointed as 
their unof f ic ia l protector. W h e n the nasty 
Engl ish l andowner (Alan R i c k m a n , l o v ing 
every moment , and act ing everyone else 
off the screen) starts k i l l i n g abos, Quig ley 
goes out for revenge... 

Sel leck is hero ic and, f rankly , v e ry 
tedious. San G i a como is f rankly , sexy, 
and manages to make someth ing 
interest ing out of a ve ry strange, and 
imperfect ly deve loped , character . 
R i c k m a n is v i l la inous , ev i l , and , f rankly , 
RSC. Aus t ra l i a is beauti ful, a n d the Abos , 
f rankly , myster ious. The fi lm? W o r t h 
seeing solely for R i c k m a n . (1 won' t 
comment on San G iacomo to avo id 
accusations of sexism...) 

Pendragon 

•Book 

— C o m i c / Graphic 

by Diane Ackerman 

W e k w o m t e k — p l e u ! 
The poet—she flies. 
If you ' v e ever wanted to fly, to just 

be in the sky , to see the w o r l d in its 
bedcovers f r om above. Here 's your 
chance. Let y o u r m i n d and its 
imag inat ion be passengers in a p lane w i th 
D iane A c k e r m a n . Let them see what she 
shows y o u and then y o u w i l l k n o w what 
it is to fly! She w i l l show y o u what it's 
l ike to l ive a life 'On Ex t ended Wings ' , 
' ...what it was l ike to be this smitten w i th 
flight, this new to its dangers, this far 
short of mastery , this deeply in love w i th 
a Universe in w h i c h things can fly.' 

Whe r e v e r y o u sit r ead ing in this 
enc los ing c i ty , you ' l l feel space and 
r emember an awe at a w o r l d beyond 
cities, cars a n d enclosure. You ' l l feel the 
sun, and its inconven i ence , w h e n in your 
eyes. W h y ? Because A c k e r m a n br ings to 
her descript ions a r aw exc i tement and a 
poet ical ly t ra ined m ind . Eas i l y forg iven is 

Awakenings 
What is it l ike to miss out 20 years 
of your life? Cou ld y o u wake-up 
years after y o u fell asleep, and stil l 

stay sane? N o w imagine a w a r d 
conta in ing m a n y post-encephal i t ic 
patients; surv i vo rs of ' s leeping disease'. 
They have been left in the i r trances, 
l ooked after in the ' chron i c care faci l i ty ' 
of Ba inbr idge Hospi ta l . Th is is the ini t ia l 
scene in Awakenings, a f i lm based on a 
true story. 

Dr . M a l c o l m Sayer (Robin Wi l l iams) 
arr ives on the scene. Innocent, idealistic, 
rec lusive, he has diff iculty adapt ing f rom 
his prev ious research to the realities of 
dea l ing w i th men ta l patients. Because of 
his backg round , his approach is rad ica l l y 
different to a l l the other doctors. Whereas 
they are happy mere l y l o ok ing after the 
long-term men ta l patients, he wonders 
w h y no th ing is be ing done to f ind a 
solut ion for the i r prob lems. 

Sayer sets about corre la t ing data, and 
finds a group of patients w i t h the same 
symptoms, and he sets about f inding a 
cure. He obta ins permiss ion to try a new 
drug on one of the patients; L eona rd 
Lowe (Robert de Niro). A f ter a short 
whi l e , he shows dramat ic improvement , 
w a k i n g f rom his 's lumber ' , to normal i ty . 
Due to the success of this test case, Dr . 
Sayer is g i ven permiss ion to try the cure 
on al l other patients w i th s imi lar 
symptoms. H e has a s imi lar success w i th 
each. 

Th is is m y o n l y g rumble w i t h an 
otherwise exce l lent f i lm. The change-over 
f rom comatosed vegetable to luc id 
consciousness is a l l too sudden. In ' oh , so 
A m e r i c a n style ' , they a l l w a k e up and 
suddenly a l l is sweetness and light. Th is 
doesn't last too long, and the f i lm soon 
gets into its more realistic stride again. 

the occas ional , oversensit ive ramble ; 
because in v i ew of the honesty of her 
wr i t ing , she appears to honest ly be l ieve 
what she has wr i t ten. 

Essent ia l ly On Extended Wings is an 
enthusiastic account of A c k e r m a n ' s t ime 
spent l earn ing to fly and of the people 
she meets. It is also in m e m o r y of a close 
fr iend w h o rehabi l i tates her love of f ly ing 
and the sky, after it had c o m e close to 
be ing murde r ed . It is for Mar t i n V a n der 
L inde , A c k e r m a n descr ibed their c o m m o n 
belief as '...the w o r l d is a fa i rground open 
on ly for one season, and y o u must enter 
it hungry and ful l of awe, eager for the 
rides that w i l l thr i l l and teach you , 
though some may be dangerous. ' 

On Extended Wings radiates this belief, 
l eav ing y o u l o o k i n g wide-eyed and 
long ing ly at the sky, fee l ing 'By God , how 
I want to fly.' 

Undala A lam. 

The catch phrase of the f i lm comes into 
play; 'There is no such th ing as a s imple 
mirac le ' . 

One by one, things start going wrong . 
Some of the patients get d is i l lus ioned; 'I 
feel o ld and I feel swindled—that 's how I 
feel'. Side effects of the d rug also come 
into play; it causes severe parano ia . Af ter 
this things go severe ly downh i l l , and the 
d rug is no longer cons idered v iable . 

Despite the fact that m a n y sad things 
happen in Awakenings, it is a happy f i lm. 
It is about the strength of the human 
spirit, about the mot i va t i on of a doctor, 
and about rea l life. Someth ing makes me 
th ink that the f i lm w o r l d is l ook ing up. 
This is a beaut i ful f i lm that is tangible, 
not a distant abstract f i lm. It's there, it's 
real , it's a l ive. 

Stef. 



T h e Road Home 
The Road Home is not a road 
mov i e (despite the confusing 
adver t i s ing posters and the title), 

r oad movies are no longer 'a la mode ' in 
Ho l l ywood . The journey is in fact an 
emot iona l one, ' In a wo r l d sp inn ing out of 
contro l , it's easy to lose y ou r way... '. T h e 
f i lm concerns the desire of an A m e r i c a n 
teenager to f ind some k i n d of foundat ion, 
a base for his life. His parents and society 
have let h im down , so what is he to do? 
Rebe l l ion seems to be the answer. 

The f i lm is made by the Eng l i sh 
director H u g h Hudson (who also d irected 
Chariots of Fire and Grey stoke, the 
Ta r zan film) a n d stars D o n a l d Suther land 
as the therapis t D r Char les Loftis, and 
that we l l k n o w n 'rebel ' A d a m Horov i t z 
f rom the Beastie Boys, as the 
rebe l/de l inquent T i m Doo lan . The f i lm is 
set in the middle-class suburbs of Los 
Ange les , whe r e the houses are 'nice ' the 
parents are 'n ice ' and the kids too are 

'nice ' . Unfor tunate ly the t ru th is that 
underneath the niceities is a v a c u u m (and 
not the sinister corrupt ion of the 
L y n c h i a n midd le Amer ica ! ) . 

T i m Doolan 's parents are unable to 
'cope' w i th their ch i ld , or rather do not 
real ly feel responsible for h i m . So they 
th row h im in a pr ivate menta l inst i tut ion 
for kids (something w h i c h is apparent ly 

B lood Oath 
W h y is this f i lm ca l led B l ood Oa th ? 
A l l the r ight ingredients are 
present: George Take i (Mr Sulu), 

900 A n z a c s (dead), a smal l a n d otherwise 
unheard-of i s land w h i c h is the centre of a 
huge terr i tor ia l battle (read Fa l k l and Isles) 
and a lead m a n who you ' ve never heard 
of, but was in that th ing o n T V a wh i l e 
back (Bryan Brown) . A l l this and Jason 
D o n o v a n (crap) too. 

Dispos ing of these in order of 
in t roduct ion: George Take i is v e ry 
disappoint ing, fai l ing to say 'Phasers 
l o cked on target ' even once , nor is there 
a 'Warp Factor five, sir ' e v en for his 
devoted fans. Distressingly, George here 

bayonet ted soldiers found on A m b o n . 
Dur ing the tr ia l , at tent ion is focussed on 

the c lash of Eastern and Wes te rn cultures, 
par t i cu lar ly by e x a m i n i n g two young 
soldiers, one on either side. Th is is where 
Jason 'Spunky ' D o n o v a n comes in , in a 
pro foundly negl ig ible role (four words). 

The one th ing this is not, is a war 
mov ie , nor is it a straight- forward 
cour t r oom d rama . Severa l themes (justice 
and retr ibut ion, East-West c lash, abuse of 
power , and the innocence of individuals) 
are p lay ing in para l le l w i thout tangl ing in 
each other. T h e creators of this f i lm 
obv ious ly set out to expose a story w h i c h 
the w o r l d needs to k n o w about, and to 

puts on a c onv inc ing and interest ing 
per formance in a true-life role as the 
Japanese ba r on/commande r w h o ordered 
the execut ion and general nastiness in the 
P O W camp o n A m b o n Island dur ing 
W o r l d W a r II. Dur ing his c o m m a n d of the 
camp, 1100 Aus t ra l i an P O W s entered the 
camp. On l y 300 came out. 

B r y a n Brown ' s job (you must r emember 
h im , he was in that th ing about the 
specia l effects man) is to prosecute the 
Japanese officers i n charge of the camp 
for the war cr imes they have 
undoubted ly commit ted , p r o v ed by the 
statements of the Austra l ians and the 
mass graves of decapitated and 

this extent have succeeded in m a k i n g a 
mov i e w h i c h holds the attent ion, wi thout 
the unnecessary super impos i t ion of the 
usual neon 'This is a true story ' nonsense. 

A l t h o u g h an attractive(ish) nurse shows 
up in the f i lm a n d gradual ly becomes a 
closer and closer a l ly of the leading man , 
there is an astounding and v e r y we l come 
absence of a gratuitous love story. 

A l l to ld this is a rather good f i lm, more 
thought -provok ing and consequent ly 
probab ly less successful than most. Y o u 
may actual ly r emember this in six 
months. 

W h y is this f i lm ca l led B l o o d Oa th ? 
The Eras ing Dry ing Turt le Vaseline 

becoming m o r e and more acceptable in 
Amer ica ) . A l l T i m wants is to be able to 
communica te to his parents, to be 
understood. T h e f i lm isn't actual ly too 
diss imi lar f rom Rebel Without a Cause. I 
can understand that the f i lm doesn't have 
a James Dean to push it a long , but what 
is harder to accept is the sacchar ine 
nature of the f i lm—it falls into the trap of 
be ing 'nice ' enough for what the 
f i lmmakers must consider to be mass 
consumpt ion . The director never real ly 
gets a clear focus on any part icular 
aspect in the f i lm, instead choos ing to 
superf ic ial ly depict T im 's angst, or l ook ing 
brief ly at his father's need to demonstrate 
his love but be ing total ly incapable of 
do ing so. W e e ven get a brief g l impse of 
Dr Loftis' a l coho l i c p rob l em without any 
rea l deve lopments . In the end the f i lm 
just makes a few weak points, wi thout 
l eav ing any last ing impressions. 

I .H. 

Goodbye, 
Farewell, 
Amen 

A l l good things must come to an 
end. A l l good cl iches must be used 
regu lar ly on the rev i ews pages. 

Af ter near ly two years a n d three editors, 
f inal ly I leave this ha l l owed post to edit 
Q M W ' s Cub, m y spare t ime f inal ly 
fo l lowing m y academic life to Mi le E n d . 

I hope that over the t ime I have 
overseen these pages, some of this has 
been of use to you . Enter ta inment is 
expens ive in L o n d o n , and I have been 
endeavor ing to prov ide a useful guide to 
what it is w o r t h spending y o u r we l l -
earned overdraf t on in y o u r spare t ime. 
(Spare time? Y o u IC students don't k n o w 
the mean ing of the word...) The ma in a im 
of the pages is not to give a cyn i ca l 
professional op in ion , but that of the 
average cyn i ca l student. I don't k n o w if I 
succeeded, but I hope so. If not, at least 
we ' re cheaper than Time Out, and I got 
to see a L O T of free mov ies . 

In true show business t radi t ion I wou ld 
now l ike to thank.. . M y fe l low Ar t s 
editors Toby , Ian and M i chae l . The 
regular rev iewers , name ly I.H., J L W , 
Frui t , A l i e n Sex F i end , L i z W., The 
A m a z i n g F l y i n g Gerb i l Mach ine (who w i l l 
succeed me...) and, of course, the 
wonder fu l Pendragon (whoever he may 
be...) and anyone else w h o ever wrote a 
rev iew. 

See ya , it's been fun! 
Adam T . 

—Editor ia l 

— F i l m 



The Friends of Palestine Society give their view of the Jewish 
Society exhibition. 

The Many Sided Coin OPINION 

The exh ib i t i on staged in the J C R on 19, 
20 and 21 Feb rua ry 1991 b y the Jew i sh 
Society has caused distress and conce rn 
among many students because of its 
derogatory tone and impl icat ions about 
severa l Midd le -Eastern leaders, and in 
part icular Yasser Arafat , c h a i r m a n of the 
P L O and President of the State of 
Palest ine. I was asked by severa l overseas 
society representat ives to put together the 
fo l lowing comments and correct ions, 
w h i c h I shal l l imi t to on l y two points. 

First, the issues of t e r ror i sm. The 
designers of the exh ib i t i on falsely 
attribute ' t e r ror i sm' to the P L O and to its 
ma in const i tuent e lement Fa tah , w h i c h is 
M r Arafat 's o w n factions. T h e y contend 
that the P L O is a terrorist organisat ion, 
and that its e lected leader, M r Arafat , is 
also a terrorist . Such derogatory 
statements about the P L O cha i rman 
Arafat and his fact ion F a t a h are wi thout 
foundat ion because the so-cal led 
Palest inian t e r ro r i sm is no th ing more than 
the struggle for l iberat ion of Palestine, 
m u c h l ike the struggle for the l iberat ion 
of Kuwai t , and in part icular , of the areas 
of Palestine w h i c h were reserved by the 
U N for the A r a b State in 1947, and w h i c h 
Israel has usurped . It goes w i thout say ing 
that these areas inc lude a n d exceed the 
West Bank a n d the Gaza Str ip . The 
Palest inian struggle for the l iberat ion is 
justified by a number of U N resolutions, 
b y the U N Char te r and b y internat ional 
law. It is obv ious that to descr ibe the 
struggle of the Palest inians against Israel's 

usurpat ion of the i r ancestral home land as 
t e r ror i sm is tantamount to d istort ion of 
the facts and to mis lead ing op in i on . 

The or ig inators of the exh ib i t i on appear 
to forget that rea l t e r ror i sm in Palestine 
was init iated and is sti l l con t inued b y 
Zionist Jews and by the State of Israel. A s 
examples that are in no w a y exhaust ive , 
it is sufficient to cite the campa ign of 
v io lence and terror d i rec ted by Jewish 
terrorists at Br i t i sh and Palest inians a l ike, 
such as the b o m b i n g of the K i n g D a v i d 
Hote l at Je rusa l em on J u l y 22 1946, 
w h i c h was the seat of the government , 
k i l l i ng 91 of its senior officials; the 
capture and hang ing of Br i t i sh officers, 
the dynami t i ng of homes over the heads 
of their occupants in A r a b residential 
quarters; bombings of A r a b marke t 
places, a n d the notor ious and heinous 
outrage commi t t ed on A p r i l 9 1948 
invo l v ing the Irgun (a Z ionist terrorist 
organisat ion led by M e n a c h e m Begin); the 
massacre of 250 men , w o m e n and 
ch i ld ren at De i r Yass in , 'w i thout any 
mi l i tary reason or p rovoca t i on of any 
k i n d ' as repor ted by Jacques De Reynier , 
the Chief Delegate of the International 
Red Cross at the t ime. 

Israeli t e r ro r i sm was not l imi ted to acts 
that took p lace dur ing the Br i t i sh 
mandate but cont inued dur ing and after 
the w a r of 1948 by the deportat ion of 
one m i l l i on Palest inians, the destruct ion 
of severa l hundred A r a b vi l lages, the 
bruta l repress ion of the upr i s ing since 
1987 in the West B a n k a n d Gaza Distr ict , 

O.S.C. Statement 
For three consecut ive days, f rom 19 to 21 
February 1991, IC Jew ish Society hosted 
a controvers ia l exh ib i t i on in the JCR. The 
society made no secret of the fact that 
the exh ib i t i on was designed by Israelis in 
Te l -Av i v and occup ied Jerusa lem, and 
actual ly re leased their names (Messrs Y 
Hofshi and I Brosh). Because of its strong 
pol i t ical statements and al legations, the 
display angered a ve ry large number of 
students. C l ear l y provocat ions of this 
nature threaten the c onco rd between 
students of different or ig ins and 
backgrounds at Imperial . 

It is quite unacceptable , especial ly i n 
difficult t imes f i l led w i th pol i t ical 
uncerta inty , for a society to ignite a " 
pol i t ica l a rgument that has no place in 
the Col lege. A l l other societies, especial ly 
those whose members are direct ly 
affected by the recent confl ict, have kept 
quiet on purpose in order to preserve the 
gentle and peaceful student relations. In 
the past there has been a strong 

commi tment by a l l c lubs and societies to 
abide by their const i tut ions, a n d w i th 
respect and cons iderat ion for other clubs 
and societies, we al l w i sh that it w i l l 
r ema in so. Howeve r , the exh ib i t i on 
staged a display of opinions h igh ly cr i t ica l 
of a l l Middle-Eastern countr ies and their 
regimes, open ly descr ib ing them as 
murderous , barbar ic and other such 
offending comments . Pa rag raph 2 of the 
const i tut ion of the Jewish Society states: 
'The object of the society is to promote 
an apprec ia t ion of matters of Jew ish and 
Israeli interest. ' . There is a fine l ine 
between p romot ing an apprec ia t ion of 
someone's interests, and a l ienat ing and 
hurt ing members of this col lege. 

It is for a l l the above reasons that the 
Overseas Student Commit tee unan imous ly 
condemns such behav iour , especial ly that 
it has itself a lways p romo t ed and uphe ld 
an unders tand ing and co rd ia l re lat ionship 
be tween overseas and home students. 

The Overseas Student Committee. 

the shoot ing of close to one thousand 
Palest inians, inc lud ing 159 ch i ld ren be l ow 
16, m a n y of w h o m were less than ten 
years o ld , w h o fought the occupat ion 
w i th stones a n d f inal ly the massacre of 21 
u n a r m e d Palest inians on Oc tober 8 1990 
in the area of the H a r a m Al -Shar i f at 
Jerusa lem, for w h i c h Israel was 
c ondemned by the U N Secur i ty Counc i l . 

Fur the rmore , the po l i t i ca l de famat ion of 
the P L O is a c compan i ed by a flagrant and 
shameful de famat ion of M r Arafat 
personal ly . T h e leader of s ix m i l l i on 
people for ove r 25 years was referred to 
in c yn i ca l a n d foul language fit for use 
on ly by those w h o w i l l l ower themselves 
to it. 

The Executive Committee, 
Fr iends of Palestine Society. 

ADS 
3 piece suite (3 seat sofa, 2 

seat sofa, armchair & 
footstool) Moss Green, Good 

Condition 
£500 
also: 

10 speed Raleigh Pursuit 
Racer 

Male 22"' £70. 
P h o n e : D a n 071-586 4103 

o r E l e c E n g p i g e o n h o l e — D U G 
LOST 

Ye l l ow Folder (A4) 
containing lecture notes probably 
lost in Southside on Tuesday 12th 

March . If found please contact 
Tracy Jenkins, B i o chem II 

CRIME 
PREVENTION 

WEEK 
from 

Monday 15th Ap r i l 
Sherfield Ante Room 

In attendance w i l l be 
representatives from Gerrard Road 

Pol ice Station, 
Cr ime Prevent ion and Home Beat 

Office 
Lectures o n Personal Safety, and 

Office Cr ime Prevent ion 
A L S O C Y C L E CODING 



The Trials of China 
What strikes y o u immed ia te l y in C h i n a 
are the b icyc les - al l o ld- fashioned brand-
n e w b lack 'Roadsters ' s w a r m i n g in tides. 
The Chinese have ve ry few pr ivate cars. 
B icyc les are used for t ranspor t ing 
every th ing f r om pigs in panniers to three-
piece suites o n rear carr iers . In Shanghai 
I saw eight T V sets on one b ike . W h e n 
y o u start t a lk ing fowl , the numbers r each 
the hundreds - w i t h beaks, bi l ls and 
combs tra i l ing o n the g round and hit t ing 
spokes. 

Transport th rough Ch ina comes in a 
var ie ty of forms, w i th al l the convent i ona l 
th i rd w o r l d character ist ics. O ther act ive 
museum pieces are the co lossal b lack and 
red steam trains sti l l manufac tured in 
Datong . They rattle and clatter congo 
fashion th rough the cu l t i va ted marke t 
garden country . 

There are three classes of t ra in t icket. 
The cheapest t icket, the 'hard-seat ' is i n 
fact padded but it's hard on the s tamina. 

A cer ta in adver t for c rue l ty to animals 
describes the j ourney of l ambs be ing 
transported across Europe . ' Imagine be ing 
l o cked in a t ra in carr iage for thirty-six 
hours. Y o u ' d have no th ing to eat and 
dr ink . Before long you 'd be co l laps ing 
f rom exhaust ion . N o w imag ine the tra in is 
t rave l l ing at 100 m p h but there is 
nowhere to sit and no th ing to ho ld on to. 
Y o u ' d be t h r o w n about, c rushed and 
t rampled . If y o u are frai l or weak y o u 
may not surv i ve . N o w imag ine there are 
600 people c r a m m e d in there w i th you . 
That 's more than five t imes rush hour 
crowds. ' 

W i t h the except ion of the speed and 
food, this c ou ld descr ibe a Chinese hard-
seat t ra in journey . The carr iage f rom 
X i a n to Chengdu had 167 seats and over 
300 people stood, spat, squawked , 
coughed, ate, l i t tered and smoked in the 
aisles. The l ights stayed on al l night. I 
wro te in m y d iary : 

'After twe lve hours, e ighty of those 
s tanding had s lumped into c r u m p l e d 
heaps on the f loor of the aisle, ob l iv ious 
to the sputum, cigarettes, c h e w e d ch i cken 
and fish bones, sunf lower seeds and 
me l on carcasses. I a t tempted to reach the 
toilet, woke th i r ty people, got hal fway 
a long the carr iage and gave up. I t r ied to 
sleep. A n o t h e r man sank f rom his feet in 
the aisle and s lumped against me. W e 
propped each other up r o c k i n g f rom left 
to right for the next five hours. I lost 
sight of the end of the carr iage as the 
smok ing , c h o k i n g atmosphere 
accumulated . A little boy opposite 
chewed a bo i l ed egg for twenty minutes 
and then spat it over me. ' 

Hard-sleepers are the best va lue for 
money . The bunks are three high, the 
highest is about two metres off the f loor 
and reachable on ly by acrobats. The 
lower bunk is c o m m u n a l by day and 
consequent ly fills w i th c rumbs and 
cigarette ash. T h e best to go for is the 

midd le bunk, but y o u rare ly have a 
cho ice . A s a fore igner y o u never get 
offered hard-sleepers w h e n y o u buy your 
t icket. The key is to take your life in 
y ou r hands and to buy a hard-seat t icket 
in the hope of up grad ing it to a hard-
sleeper once on the tra in. W h e n y o u 
board the t ra in y o u must f ind the 
contro l ler , w h o usual ly resides in carr iage 
nine. It helps if y o u have the words 'hard-
seat change to hard-sleeper ' wr i t ten d o w n 
in Mandar in . 

Soft-sleepers are for h igh r a n k i n g party 
officials, and the c ream of China 's 
'classless' society. They are equ ipped w i th 
w o o d panel l ing , potted plants, lace 
curtains, 'teacup sets, carpets and fully 
operat ional a ir cond i t i on ing . 

of the rack. T h e y r ema in standing, 
push ing a n d squatt ing, ob l i v ious to the 
demands that they sit d o w n and fasten 
their seatbelts. The 'plane bounces in and 
skids uncont ro l l ab ly a long the runway . 

The most preferable f o rm, by far, of 
t ransport i n C h i n a is the boat. 
Unfor tunate ly , most r ivers run east-west 
and so y o u are restr icted to routes a long 
the Yangtse f r om Chongq ing to Shanghai , 
or f rom Can ton to W u z h o u up the Pear l 
R iver . 

To do any sort of t rave l l ing y o u need 
to unders tand the money . The re are two 
k inds of money in Ch ina : people 's m o n e y 
or ' R M B ' , p r onounced rem-em-bee and 
tourist money , ' F E C , s tand ing for foreign 
exchange certi f icates. This system has 

Buses, l ike anywhere in As i a , are cheap 
and long past ret i r ing age. Since buses 
stop eve rywhere y o u get to see bits of 
the countrys ide you wouldn ' t see on the 
trains. 

F r o m Bei j ing there are flights in every 
conce ivable d i rec t ion . Ch ina A i r w a y s 
(CAAC) have an unenv iab le safety record , 
and lose more planes each year than any 
other air l ine. T h e on ly emergency 
instructions come garbled th rough the 
loudspeakers in Mandar in as y o u rush full 
thrott le a long the runway . If y o u col lect 
enough in-flight magaz ines y o u can 
fathom out whe re the exits are. A i r 
cond i t ion ing comes in the form of a 
paper fan w h i c h y o u flap, nervous ly 
w i sh ing y o u were in a hard-seat on a 
t ra in . Abou t ten minutes into the air and 
a long comes the in-flight mea l - a packet 
of nuts and an ice c ream. 

T w o hours later, they announce that we 
w i l l be land ing short ly . Ev e r yone stands 
up and begins to yank their bundles out 

on ly been created in the last decade in 
an attempt to explo i t tourists as m u c h as 
possible. The creat ion of F E C has caused 
a b lack marke t . Whe re ever y o u t rave l in 
C h i n a y o u encounter the ' M o n e y 
Changers ' - a cur ious b reed of parasit ic 
people w h o eke out a l i v ing on the 
streets t rad ing R M B for F E C . In the bank, 
rates are 1:1, but on the street in 1988 it 
was almost 2:1. In the s u m m e r of 1990 
the rate had dropped to 1.25:1. Th is 
means that every 100 F E C y o u get for 
your travel lers cheques is w o r t h 125 R M B 
on the street. Confused? Y o u w i l l be. 

The cur r ency is ca l led the ' Yuan ' . There 
are ten 'Mao ' to the Y u a n and ten ' F en ' 
to the Mao . Th is means there are 100 
Fen to the y u a n . The y u a n is also ca l led 
the 'Quy ' (pronounced cu-wu-eye) and the 
Mao is also ca l l ed the Jiao. 

In theory a l l foreigners have to buy 
every th ing in F E C . Howeve r , y o u can 
purchase false w o r k cards w h i c h say y o u 
teach Eng l i sh in Bei j ing for example . 
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Scholar Hill Weaken 

W i t h these (and a lot of guts) y o u can 
talk your way into Chinese-pr ice air 
t ickets, t ra in t ickets and hote l rooms, 
sav ing a sma l l fortune dur ing a long stay. 
Be warned though , the po l ice and publ ic 
security people can tell w h i c h are fake 
cards. Fines are h igh, and Chinese cells 
are not comfortable - I speak f rom 
exper ience ! 

B u y i n g your t ickets is the next 
prob lem. T r y i n g to get a t icket from a 
seller w h o doesn't speak Eng l i sh and 
doesn't want to serve y o u a n y w a y is 
daunt ing. W h e n y o u have just queued for 
four hours as we l l , it can be frustrating to 
fall at the f inal fur long because of the 
commun i ca t i on barr ier . To be dismissed 
w i th the s imple w o r d 'Me i -yo ' mean ing 
'no' , 'not possible ' , 'don't want ' w o u l d try 
the pat ience of Confucius. I learnt qu i ck l y 
that the t r ick is to wr i te d o w n the 
instructions - the place y o u want to go, 
the day, ( today/tomorrow), and the class 
of t icket. A l l these characters can be 
copied f rom a phrase book . 

This brings us onto the quest ion of 
language. M a n d a r i n or Cantonese are not 
the easiest to learn. E v e n for the Chinese, 
read ing is a s l ow business and ch i ldren 
take over ten years to r ead proper ly . 
Speak ing is based on a system of tones 
w h i c h I seemed to be incapable of 
mak ing . E v e n w i t h a lot of effort, m y 
speech was met w i t h a lot of b lank 

expressions. W i t h pract ice y o u can master 
the numbers , greetings, and a few food 
names come in handy! It is, however , 
v i ta l to take a pocket phrase book to just 
point to words wr i t ten d o w n in it. 

P l ann ing y o u r i t inerary for Ch ina 
depends on the t ime y o u have. The 
distances are immense . It can take a 
week to t rave l f rom Harb in in the nor th 
to Kashgar in the southwest. The 
temptat ion is to jump from t own to t own 
by plane. But a l l Chinese towns are the 
same, wide , concrete l ined boulevards, 
w i t h sixties-style street l i ght ing , and 
characterless bui ld ings. Treat the 
ove r l and t rave l as part of the tr ip, not an 
inconven ience . Ch ina lies between the 
towns; the rea l country is in the vi l lages. 
It is not easy to reach these, and 
frequently l ong and exhaust ing bus or 
t ra in journeys are required . T w o vi l lages 
w h i c h are perhaps easier to reach than 
most are s leepy Yangshuo amongst 
Guanx i ' s karst scenery in the south, and 
the oasis t own of Tur fan , X in j i ang 
prov ince in the west. 

F e w Chinese w o u l d enjoy the sort of 
pace that m a n y foreigners set themselves. 
It is easy to become run d o w n . Y o u 
should a l l ow one day in four for logistics 
and t icket book ings . Some prov inces fall 
into natura l pairs , such as Y u n n a n and 
S ichuan, Gansu and X in j i ang , T ibet and 
Q ingha i . The re are themes y o u can 

fol low, l ike sa i l ing through Ch ina , 
concentrat ing on border reg ions or 
minor i t y areas, v is i t ing Buddhis t 
mounta ins (like E m e i Shan and H u a n 
Shan), or f o l l ow ing the S i lk Road . 

It is possible to cross o v e r l and f rom 
Pakistan on the K a r a k o r a m h ighway, or 
f rom Nepal o n the Fr i endsh ip H ighway , 
however the access of these roads 
changes f rom year to year . The most 
c o m m o n route to C h i n a is o n an 
overnight ferry f rom H o n g K o n g . Fl ights 
f rom L o n d o n to H o n g K o n g are over 
£300. Y o u can fly d i rect ly to Bei j ing a 
little cheaper. 

I took the Trans-Siber ian ra i lway f rom 
Moscow to Bei j ing, (see art ic le 'Bo t tom 
Bunk to Bei j ing ' , Fe l i x 896, 1 M a r c h 
1991). Af ter a week in Be i j ing of chas ing 
money-changers and b lack market train 
tickets, I gave up and flew to X i a n , home 
of the Ter raco t ta A r m y . 

A n unforgettable hard-seat t ra in j ourney 
took me to Chengdu , w h i c h I used as a 
base for excurs ions to Leshan and E m e i 
Shan. A memorab l e bus j ourney of 
unpredictable length prov ides a unique 
insight into roads ide vi l lage life. 

The bone-shaking bus w i t h b r oken 
w indows and ba ld tyres was rest ing in 
bay four. ' A better way to t rave l ' was 
tattooed ominous l y in b l o o d red paint 
a long the battered body w o r k . I jo ined 
the s w a r m of peasants r o u n d the m u d 
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The Trials of China continued 
caked door a n d boarded . The seat 
numbers made little sense, so I found 
mysel f a nice w i n d o w seat a n d refused to 
move . Once in the country we p i cked up 
a little too m u c h speed as w e bounced 
and bruised our w a y south. 

Fo i l ed by the trains again, 1 f lew to 
Chongq ing , (a flight w h i c h was cance l l ed 
once because the contro l t ower was on 
fire) and c o m b i n e d a tr ip th rough the 
gorges of the muddy red Yangste R iver 
w i th ascents of two more Buddhis t 
Mounta ins . 

'1 found a cha i r and sat on deck read ing 
and wr i t ing post cards as the steep green 
fertile terraces of the Yangtse 's levees 
passed s lowly by. Smal l r i cke ty longboats 
p l ied the b r o w n waters a n d little people 
to i led on the banks l ike umpa- lumpas 
beside a choco late r iver . In the late 
af ternoon w e moo red alongside 
Shibaozha i , a 12-storey pagoda tacked 
onto the side of an ob l ong slab of 
sandstone p ro t rud ing f r om the muddy 
f lood plains. A steep flight of stairs took 
y o u up a da rk na r r ow damp a l l eyway 
and back to the 18th century . A little 
cobb led street l ined w i th butchers and 
traders snaked off in both direct ions. W i t h 
exc i ted chat ter ing and po int ing , I was 
guided to the r ight up another na r row 
passage l ined w i t h ancient m e n sel l ing 
smoked and decay ing eggs... The v i ew 
f rom the top of the pagoda was w o r t h 
the c l imb. The r iver snaked off to the 
east w i th the even ing sun r ing ing br ight ly 
f rom the r ipples. T o the south lay grey 
clay roofs nest led in lush green terraced 
paddy fields.' 

The major i ty of the tr ip a long the 
Yangtse is past low- ly ing f lood plains, but 
for a short stretch two days f rom 
Chongq ing y o u pass steep, ver t i ca l , ship-
crush ing cliffs straight out of Jason and 
the Argonauts. 

'Back in the cab in I p l ayed another 
game of Chinese chess. It was faster than 

the last and just as I thought I'd lost m y 
opponent gave up! I went back on deck 
and sat i n the sun wa tch ing the vast slabs 
of rock d ipp ing and folding into the 
sw i r l ing b r o w n waters to emerge on the 
other side. Steeper and deeper gorges 
appeared in the haze ahead , da rken ing as 
we passed beneath them. ' 

Shanghai is over six days* by boat f rom 
Chongq ing . S topp ing to visit H u a n Shan 
and Nanjing, it had taken me ten days. 
F i v e days before, I had slept on a sweaty, 
cockroach- r idden prov inc ia l station 
p lat form in deepest J iangx i prov ince . 
Today I d ined o n banana splits in a ch i l l y 
a i r -condi t ioned r evo l v ing restaurant 
o ve r l ook ing a spraw l ing internat iona l 
harbour front. Shangha i had it a l l . 

Intr iguing markets sold budget bonsai 
trees, terrapins, turtles and the inevi table 
cr ickets in cages. Bunches of water-f i l led 
plastic bags b i l l o w e d w i t h co lour fu l , 
worr i ed- look ing o rnamenta l fish. A music 
conservatory of in ternat iona l acc la im 
boasted f locks of ch i ld prodigies. B rahms 
p iano concertos ming l ed w i t h Shanghai 's 
improv i sed jazz bands. But Shanghai 's 
sights lie in the streets. Roads of 1920's 
archi tecture sprout ing futuristic domes, 
towers and spires above a n insecto id 
rush-hour of two , three, a n d four whee l 
hybr id vehic les segregated f rom 
pedestr ian-clogged b ike lanes. Parks are 
f i l led by tai c h i and mar t i a l arts are 
per fo rmed in streets outside hotels. 

In the south of Ch ina lies Guangx i 
prov ince . I a r r i v ed by boat up the Pear l 
R iver f rom Canton . Famous for its karst 
l imestone scenery, it offers an ideal 
oppor tuni ty to reach Chinese vi l lage life, 
whi ls t not s t ray ing far f rom banana 
pancakes, p izzas and ice c r eam sundaes. 
Such things are most we l come after the 
hundredth day of r ice, egg a n d tomato. 
Yangshuo offers such del icacies amongst 
the shaggy c a m e l hump hills. The L i r i ver 
sl ithers between them and the pace of life 

is more gentle then in Gu i l l i n , the or ig ina l 
karst resort. 

The Chinese flag boasts five ye l l ow 
stars on a r ed backg round . These 
represent the fifty m inor i t y people w h i c h 
constitute the People 's Republ i c of Ch ina . 
Y u n n a n prov ince to the west of G u a n g x i 
supports many of these m inor i t y tribes. 
Most don't recognise the po l i t i ca l borders 
a n d are s ynonymous w i t h m a n y of the 
people f rom no r th Tha i land . 

F r o m K u n n m i n g , the capi ta l of Y u n n a n , 
I took a tra in no r th , back to Chengdu to 
jo in the Si lk road and to trace it across 
the Gobi , and T a k l a m a k a n deserts, 
towards Pak is tan . 

The further west y o u t rave l in the 
Ch ina , the less Chinese it becomes, unt i l 
y o u reach the special autonomous reg ion 
of X in j iang p rov ince w i th its Turk i sh -
speak ing popu la t ion , w i t h the i r mosques 
and vei ls and noodles. 

E v e n in three months, I d idn ' t r each 
Inner Mongo l i a , Yunnan ' s border lands, 
Sichuan's W o o l o n g Nature Reserve, 
Xinj iang 's borders or Tibet 's h igh 
plateaus. A f te r twe lve weeks I was spat 
out over the Khunjerab pass, into the 
disputed border territories of Nor thern 
Pakistan (see 'Passage to Pak i s tan ' art icle, 
Fe l i x 896, 1 M a r c h 1991). Out of the 
f ry ing pan and into the fire! 

T rave l l ing o n the cheap in 'the Midd le 
K i n g d o m ' is hard work , but the rewards 
are clear. C h i n a is wi thout doubt a 
country of extremes, a vast terr i tory 
p romis ing misty sacred mounta ins , 
immense deserts, fertile p la ins, isolated 
beaches and peaceful s leepy countrys ide, 
fi l led w i th over 1.2 b i l l i on people w i th 
w h o m to make contact. It can't be seen 
or done, it has to be exper i enced . If y o u 
go, take your t ime and pack your 
pat ience. Don ' t treat it as an assault 
course. Go to wa t ch and l earn . Y o u w i l l 
not change C h i n a , but it w i l l cer ta in ly 
change you . 



The Slow Moving Snail on the trail of reality... 

Books for Revolution 
I wr i te this for y o u to read. It is a means 
of communica t ing , just l ike music , art, 
advert is ing and scientif ic journals . But 
what can be r ead into what is 
communica ted and why? W h a t can we 
f ind out by t ak ing apart the pieces of a 
message? Can break ing the h idden 'codes' 
itself be a subvers ive act iv i ty , not on ly 
threatening the stabil i ty of society but 
also our sense of real ity? 

Foucault's Pendulum is set in the w o r l d 
of academic publ ishing, in a t ime frame 
of at least four moments . T h e ma in 
character waits in a museum dedicated to 
the history of sc ience, wa i t ing for the 
answer to an en i gma that unfolds in long 
f lashbacks, whi ls t the p endu lum swings. 
The en igma is w r a p p e d in history, as to ld 
through the mean ing of numbers and 
stories. A game begins, e laborat ing an 
ult imate story. W i t h the d isappearance of 
a character, the invo l v ement of an 
unexp la inab ly inquisi t ive detect ive and a 
myster ious sage w h o acts as if he has 
l i ved forever, the ir innocent game maybe 
becoming more than just a story. For 
where does real i ty begin...? 

This book is a scientist's n ightmare , 
losing their t ight ly gr ipped secur i ty 
b lanket of an object ive real i ty - losing it 
in a w o r l d that they use to weave that 
blanket, the history of sc ience. Structured 
into many short chapters, this long book 
constructs, on a foundat ion of increas ing 
suspense, a mys te ry of magic , knowledge 
and power . F o r the t ransformat ion of 
sitt ing in a chair into an adventure just 
add one ingredient, Umber to Eco's book. 

If you have not yet read Eco 's first best­
seller The Name of the Rose then read it. 
The Professor of Publ ic Unders tand ing of 
Science, John Durant , uses its plot to 
rev i ew a new book, A l a n Gross's 'The 
Rhetor ic of Science ' . The concept of a 
book and its advocat ion of a part icular 

style of express ion or analysis - in 'The 
Name of the Rose ' it is c omedy - as a 
threat to the established power is an 
evocat ive image. It has often been used 
in marke t ing books, or re l ig ions. 

The art of se l l ing statements as 
knowledge is the theme of Gross's book. 
Threa ten ing the w o r l d of objectivity, 
c l a im ing that t ru th is social ly constructed. 
Durant defends truth in his rev iew, be ing 
'almost embarrassed at hav ing to spell it 
out'. Ye t there are exc i t ing attempts to 
exp la in the history of ideas wi thout 
reference to their t ruth va lue. Shapin and 
Schaffer have publ ished a book that 
examines the foundation of the Roya l 

Society and its attempts to establish 
exper iment as the proper foundat ion of 
new knowledge . A battle between the 
phi losophers and the exper imental ists , 
seek ing soc ia l and po l i t i ca l stabil ity v i a a 
knowledge that itself was stable in its 
certainty. Leviathan and the Air Pump 
looks at the re lat ionship be tween Hobbes 
and Boy l e in the seventeenth century. 
Shapin and Schaffer sel l the ir idea we l l . 

This attempt to socio logize the history 
of science has itsel fbeen interpreted as a 
fight on po l i t i ca l grounds, the sociologists 
be ing seen as left-wing radicals 
unde rm in ing the object iv i ty of history! 

W h e n We l l s was a student here he was 
so bored in lectures and pract ica ls that he 
wou ld visit the V i c t o r i a a n d A lber t 
Museum to forget the w o r l d of science 
studies. A new exh ib i t i on a n d associated 
book was l aunched there just last month . 
They are ca l led The Art of Selling Songs 
and analyse the histor ical deve lopment 
and con temporary trends in marke t ing 
music . Inter twin ing techno log ica l changes 
w i th the sk i l l of t rans forming musica l 
themes into pr in ted symbols . Exp l a in ing 
what goes into the design of the 
wrapp ing for this commod i t y . The book is 
beauti ful ly i l lustrated, w i th over eighty 
co lour prints a n d ninety b lack and white . 
Th is is the first attempt to analyse the 
history of marke t i ng music . Students can 
buy copies at the reduced pr ice of £9:95, 
order v i a Book Rev iews, F e l i x Office 
(normal pr ice £14:95). " 

A t Imperia l the histor ians of science are 
b reak ing -new ground in their research 
into the por t raya l of sc ience in publ ic 
journals and newspapers. A l so they are 
e xam in ing the i conography of popular ist 
books, in their se l l ing of ideas. This 
col lege has some wonder fu l h idden 
corners where y o u can f ind the c rack ing 
of the author i ty of s tereotyped science. 

' . . .we p u t o u r s e l v e s i n a p o s i t i o n to r e a l i s e t ha t i t i s o u r s e l v e s a n d 
n o t r e a l i t y t ha t i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r w h a t w e k n o w . K n o w l e d g e , as 
m u c h as t h e s ta te , i s t h e p r o d u c t o f h u m a n a c t i o n s . ' 

L e v i a t h a n & T h e A i r P u m p 



FELIX 

The Amazing Flying Gerbil Machine are putting on the Ritz in. 

Filthy Rich and Really Offensive! 
FELIX 

Be ing Rich? Wha t is it? H o w do y o u get 
it? H o w do y o u avo id it? H o w often 
should you have it? Is it rea l ly al l it's 
c racked up to be? Should it bend l ike 
that? 

In this feature we p lumb the depths and 
depth our p lums in search of that e lusive 
quant i ty : M O N E Y . Speci f ical ly, what are 
the differences between someone w i th 
M O N E Y and someone wi thout it? Is it 
possible to have it without know ing? H o w 
possible is it to be r i ch w i thout any 
money? 

Before sett l ing d o w n to the m a i n 
feature, s ipp ing your Coke and spi l l ing 
your popcorn y o u should be warned that 
be ing r i ch may not be a l l it 's customar i ly 
supposed to be. Thanks to the class 
system we no longer l ive w i t h (gee 
thanks Mr . Major), a me r r y persp i r ing 
aspirer may f ind him/herse l f in bed w i th 
a ch i cken . No , hang on , that's wrong . 
E rmm. . i n the company of such reprobates 
as are l isted be low : Do y o u real ly want 
to share your jel l ied eels w i t h the 
fo l lowing? 
• Jason D o n o v a n 
• Be rna rd M a n n i n g 
• Be rnard Mat thews 
• Be rna rd Bress law 
• K e n Dodd (IS I N N O C E N T -it's official) 
• K e i t h Harr i s (and Orv i l l e , m a y he rot i n 
a gibbet for al l eternity (with Co lone l 
Sanders for company)) . 
• Robert M a x w e l l (ooer, a bit of satire, 
our name's T h e A m a z i n g F l y i ng Gerb i l 
Mach ine , goodnight) 

B y this point on ly those of y o u who stil l 
th ink the Po l l T a x is a neat idea w i l l st i l l 
be w i th us. Th is is not sufficient grounds 
for be ing r i ch , however . Judg ing by the 
comprehens ive list above there is also a 
5 0 % chance that y o u are ca l l ed B e r n a r d 
and a 100% chance of be ing a complete 
git (except B o b Maxwe l l ; we can't afford 
the lawyers). 

Hell-bent as y o u are on the pursuit of 
r iches, we feel that we shou ld put you 
right on a few fallacies c o m m o n l y held 
by the publ ic . 

Things the r i c h don't do: 
• Spread butter w i th a fish-knife 
• Pass port to the right 
• L i ve in Cardboard City, SW1 
• Shop regular ly at Cascade in Ox f o rd St. 
(the shop w i th the legs) 
• Use Sex Reactor machines outside 
newsagents. 
• F i sh for l unch in rubbish bins 
• Wear their underpants for a five week 
stretch 
• Orgasm watch ing Treasure Hunt (what 
do y o u mean nobody does this anyway?) 
• Wear open-toed sandals a n d lecture on 
Open Univers i ty . 
• A r gue over pr ices in Tandy . 

If you do any of the latter then y o u are 

M r (or Mrs) Sad and y o u shou ld lock 
yoursel f in a strong meta l b ox unt i l X m a s 
w h e n eve ryone is the m o o d to forgive a l l 
and sundry, save Derek Beatty . It's also 
important not to bel ieve y o u are r i ch 
w h e n in fact y o u may s imp ly have some 
taste. 

A t this point it's probab ly best to 
undergo a few surg ica l modi f icat ions; get 
a good accent put in (Middle European or 
Midd le Eastern are r e c ommended for the 
beginner; B u r k i n a Fasese is not), lose 
your ch in a n d if possible a large part of 
your bra in . (If y o u are B e r n a r d M a n n i n g 
gain at least twenty stone and don't 
bother w i th the part of y o u r cerebe l lum 
that's left). 

Okay , we hear y o u say (do y o u come 
from Venus?) so I've done al l this and 
k n o w what not to do. W h a t do I do? 
Y o u seem l ike a real smasher (super 
smashin ' l ove ly , l isten to Tony ) so we ' l l 
spi l l the beans and sw ing the cat. W e 
fo l lowed some r i ch l ook ing plebs for a 
week or so (honest officer, we 're press) 
and this is an average day for the 
termina l ly well-to-do and posh nobs: 
• Shop at Harrods on y o u r A m e r i c a n 
Express P la t inum Card . 
• Fa i l ing Harrods , go in search of an 
antique Pers ian Carpet at a n auct ion. 
• Go horse-racing. 
• Go horse-racing after some inoffensive 
an ima l under the guise of pest contro l . 
• Spit on the homeless. 
• Make we l l observed comments on 'an 
honest day's wo rk ' 
• Spend si l ly money on the k i n d of things 
y o u get in crackers on ly they aren't made 
of plastic. 
• Do things just l ike n o r m a l people, l ike 
buy ing aeroplanes and popp ing in to see 
Imelda on their way to their country 
place in the West Indies. 
• Buy a newspaper (see Bob 
Maxwell-off-thanks-for-asking) 
• Have someone go to the lavatory for 
y ou . (Crap gag, we know). 

Okay . So fa i l ing actual ly hav ing loads of 
dosh d ropp ing w i l l y n i l l y h i ther and yon , 
how easy is it to F A K E be ing r i ch on a 
stude grant (ie. not ve ry m u c h at all) ? In 
the interest of journal ist ic t ru th and 
beauty T A F G M Inc. have researched this 
m u c h neglected topic. 

1) Go ing to Harrods . Th is bit is actual ly 
quite easy. In fact it's a p iece of piss. 
However , actual ly s imulat ing oi l fed 
tendencies once there is v e r y hard, 
part icular ly if you resemble an exc i ted 
Muppet (cf. F l y i n g Gerbil ) or the lost 
fourth member of The J a m (cf. A m a z i n g 
Machine) . Har rods is stuffed w i th staff 
who manage to be obsequious and 
condescending wi thout k n o w i n g what 
either of them mean. W h e n one (NB it is 
essential to refer to yoursel f as 'one ' in 

The Amazing Machine meets the 
lunch at the hard rock cafe. 

swank joints rather than ' F l y ing Gerb i l Of 
Fleet Street!') examines the go ld dustbins 
(£450, a real snip) and the enamel l ed 
s w i m m i n g pools laughing ly referred to as 
baths (between £2500 for a s tandard 
mode l and £35000 w i th opt iona l 
wo/manservant ) it is necessary to r emark 
how five day's stubble is in fact terr ib ly 
' i n ' in M i l an . 

2) Go to an auct ion. This invo lves 
bravery on a grandiose scale as y o u 
contend w i th the doo rman of the Savoy 
w h o seems odd l y u n c o n v i n c e d of your 
identity as y o u exp la in that you look 
taller on screen. G i v i n g y o u r name as 
'Emi l i o Estevez ' is also f r owned upon . 
The doo rman w i l l then g ive y o u the 
runaround by te l l ing y o u to go to the 
Waldorf . A t the Waldor f it is on ly possible 
to r ema in inconspicuous as y o u enter the 
Grand B a l l r o o m by retreat ing under a 
tablec loth and shuff l ing s l ow ly for an exit. 
T h e fifty gent ly gyrat ing ger iatr ics o n the 
floor are admi rab l y restrained in their 
complete failure to notice y o u , but t ry ing 
to steal the cut le ry w i l l on ly earn y o u a 
quick and easy departure . 

Once at the auct ion you are expected 
to wander a l l over the carpets dur ing 
what is t e rmed the ' v i ewing ' . This in fact 
offers the other bidders a chance to eye 
y o u w i th distaste as y o u become aware 
that y o u m a y just possibly have 
overdressed for the occas ion. If 
necessary, get your partner to take 
d ivers ionary ac t ion (fainting, dy ing , 
hav ing a baby or al l three) wh i l e you sit 
in a corner a n d look disreputable. A t no 
point make A N Y gags about bombs 
whatsoever . O n c e the b i dd ing begins 
everyone sits sti l ler than glass in a 
desperate attempt to avo id the 

Young Guns' and Jason Donovan for 

auctioneer 's gaze. Wh i l e he exhorts you 
to feel the qual i ty and buy buy buy it is 
v i ta l not to lose your head in the w i l d 
exc i tement and seize a fifteen by twenty 
handwoven Kashga i rug for less than the 
cost of a second-hand racehorse. 

3) Go horse-racing. A bit of a no-no, 
we 're afraid. A l though it m a y seem 
simple to do this, many obstacles intrude, 
not least the s imple fact that nobody 
knows what y o u do. H o w do y o u get into 
a racecourse? D o y o u pay? W h e r e do y o u 
go once inside? What 's the point? 
Ano the r b low is that even Ar is to t l e 
Onassis w i l l not lend y o u his pr ize 
courser for an af ternoon. Unless y o u have 
a couple of mates in pan tomime it is very 
hard to exper i ence the joy and sor row of 
watch ing your very o w n f i l ly tear d o w n 
the turf. (Even if you do it doesn't get 
m u c h easier). 

4) Go fox-hunting. W e w o u l d have tr ied 
this except we 're not bastards and it's hel l 
gett ing the b l ood out. 

5) Be ing offensive pure ly .because you 
can afford a law suit or the cost of an 
efficient hit m a n to c lean up any 
misdemeanour . T r y this at your per i l , 
kiddies, because be ing a sme l l y o ld poo-
head doesn't m a k e many friends in this 
day and age. If y o u can ignore the 
massed throngs of homeless w i t h their 
cardboard Barratt Homes a n d faces that 
on ly days wi thout food can buy and not 
feel guilt or p i ty then you ' re a 
better/worse man than I or he. 

Note, that to max imise y our insult 
potent ia l it is necessary to bo th ignore 
any aspect of va lue other than wea l th 
and also to rub the pr ice differential in as 

m u c h as possible. Comments such as ' Y o u 
couldn ' t g ive me the pr ice of a cup of M Y 
tea' and 'The on ly reason you ' re poor is 
that you spend too m u c h of your t ime 
th ink ing of others ' are p r ime examples of 
offensive potent ia l . W i t h true fi lthy 
r ichness comes a pure narrow-mindedness 
that can range f r om 'get up off their 
arses' to 'p robab ly on drugs and have 
A IDS a n y w a y ' in a quan tum leap that 
wou ld leave Einste in a dr ibb l ing potato 
(as opposed to a festering stiffy). 

6) A Night A t The Opera . This has 
noth ing to do w i t h be ing r i ch . It's a M a r x 
Brothers f i lm. 

7) S imi lar ly , any attempt to Horse 
Feathers, Duck Soup or M o n k e y Business 
w i l l do little for your f inancia l ego. 

8) W e l ike the M a r x Brothers (except 
for K a r l , w h o wasn't funny). 

9) Wea r Des igner clothes. A few 
hundred 'hard earned ' on a feather duster 
and a c r implene s w i m m i n g costume that 
can be w o r n on a single occas ion, get 
y o u into 'Head l iners ' in the M a i l on 
Sunday magaz ine and embarrass your 
ch i ldren in years to come. Be dar ing, 
w i l d , outrageous and exc i t ing l ike Cher, 
Grace Jones, Bette Mid ler and Barbara 
Cart land. Unfor tunate ly this is ex t reme ly 
hard to do e v en if y o u uti l ise the services 
of The Student Loan Company , L td . since 
a V i v i enne Wes twood G-string was 
recent ly auct ioned at Christ ie 's in 
exchange for a smal l T h i r d W o r l d country 
and half of the Hope D i a m o n d . Designer 
clothes are also on ly pract ica l if y o u are 
built l ike an ar thr i t ic giraffe, preferably 
w i th crutches. A n n e Summers , despite 
those decept ive ly shot catalogues, is not 
designer wear . Neither are those plastic 
pol icemen's helmets. Dee l y boppers are 
complete ly out. However , if you include 
al l three together the ensemble IS. To 
truly capital ise on the benefits of l ook ing 
designed at l o w cost, buy up the 
wardrobe of a defunct 70's T V series 
(Starsky A n d H u t c h be ing a classic 
example) for the pr ice of a bag of crisps 
and look arrogant. 

10) A r t . T h e more people can guess 
what a w o r k is, the less wo r thwh i l e your 
hav ing it. A s such, a cheap way of 
s imulat ing this effect is to steal your 
youngest relative 's port fol io (Early Period) 
in the knowledge that whatever the 
subject (Mummy , Daddy , Spaceship) it w i l l 
resemble a b o w l of t ie-dyed mues l i . 
Should you ever be d rawn into a 
conversat ion on your masterworks , reel 
off some Spanish names and some 
Scott ish ones. Refer to ' smal l gal leries ' in 
Ho lbo rn a lot a n d your l istener shou ld be 
satisfied. 

( Incidentally, the same pr inc ip le can be 
appl ied to our reviews.) 

We ' v e on ly touched u p o n the aspects of 
opulence w h i c h are open to discussion. 
Since Fe l i x is a fami ly newspaper we feel 
that any descr ipt ion of the more decadent 
side of wea l th shou ld be conf ined to a 
few handy catchphrases w h i c h y o u can 
emp loy to good effect by s imp ly insert ing 
them into a lul l in conversat ion : 

Swapping. . . V i c t o r i a Pr inc ipa l . . . flake... 
more than three in there... any more?.. . 
wh ipped cream. . . A n d r e w (L loyd 
Webber 's) n e w one... Cher and that 
dreadful man. . . donkey.. . sex... nasal 
decay... f logging a dead horse (or donkey 
if appropriate).. . I've got piles... I'm ro l l ing 
in it... K e i t h Har r i s and Orv i l l e (only to be 
used in very open discussions; r andom 
use costs lives)... mask ing tape... four 
percent... f ive percent... amazing. . . 
f lying... gerbil . . . machine. . . Bernard . . . 
Pertwee 's p roduc t i on of 'D ie Kroppe ' . . . 
Emi l i o Estevez.. . deely boppers.. . a 
tri lobite.. . heterosexual intercourse (social, 
but on ly for those 'one d r ink too many ' 
type conversations). . . Isn't it funny how 
popular the name Bernard ' s become al l of 
a sudden?... He l l o , m y darl ings.. . Smash 
the system! A n a r c h y Now!... Don ' t wor ry , 
it won' t bite... 

The Amaz ing F ly ing .Gerbil Machine. 

It's easy to blend in, even at 
the Waldorf! But it is all too 
easy to fall into the decadent 
drug culture of the very rich. 



MLSIC 

Interview 
W h e n I r ece i ved the fax f rom Soho's 
p romot ion company , I must confess I was 
a little surpr ised by the meet ing place. It 
was a B H S cafe in W o o d Green . 
Undeterred , w e set off to meet the 
eminent ly photogenic twins Jack ie and 
Pauline. . . 

So how did you get started? 

W e were the first people to do the 
circ le l ine party. W e got a boogy 
box , a n d T i m had an acoustic 

guitar and we sang l ive. W e advert ised it 
i n Time Out as a gig, and al l these people 
came on the train unt i l we eventual ly got 
t h r own off by the pol ice. W e went on the 
p lat form and people started g i v ing us 
money ! 

A l l the t ime w e were r eco rd ing stuff 
and approach ing record companies but 
no th ing was c o m i n g of it. T h e b ig turn ing 
point came w h e n a station agency 
became interested, in us, and they got us 
gigs. W e suppor ted eve ryone f rom The 
Gypsy Kings d o w n to Sigue Sigue Sputnik. 
W e supported absolutely everybody , and 
we got better as we l l . Lots of people 
started to c o m e and see us play l ive. 
Eventua l l y w e s igned to V i r g i n , fool ishly, 
and the rest is history rea l ly . 

What happened to the first album? 

It was re leased'89. W e were s igned to a 
subsidiary of V i r g i n ca l led Head and we 
released our first single, ca l l ed Piece of 
You—a housey, pop track. They real ly 
be l i eved in it. They thought it was go ing 
to be real ly b ig , and so d i d we, but it 
wasn't . It t i ck l ed the top 100, at 
someth ing l i ke 79, and then dropped 
straight out of the charts. 

A t the t ime it was cons idered to be a 
house track: y o u can see h o w long ago it 
was as radio 1 were on ly hav ing one 
house track playl is ted per week . So we 
were fucked. W e didn't get any support 
f rom the rad io and after that we were 
stuck. V i r g in just got co ld feet. W e 
be l i eved at the t ime that they knew what 
they were ta lk ing about, but they didn't . 
The ma in th ing we learnt f rom that is 
never , ever compromise o n the music . 

Would you re-record them? 

W e stil l do some of them now, but they 
be long to V i r g i n unfortunately . W e do 
them l ive but its a real piss-off 'cause 
some of them are real ly good songs. So 
we 've learnt never to compromise . 
When was Hippychick recorded? 

It was done 2 years ago. 

I first heard it on Happydaze, the 
Gary Crowly project. 

Y e a h he was rea l ly good. It was so 
helpful. The on ly th ing we not iced about 
it was that there were no w o m e n on it, 
and no b lack artists. I'm quite p roud of 
the fact that we are on it. 

Have you experienced any racism in 
the music industry? 

Yeah . We ' ve had people say to us, w h e n 
we were t r y ing to get a dea l in the first 
place, 'its wh i t e m e n w h o are do ing what 
y o u are doing ' . Y o u should leave it to 
them to make indie music . Y o u shou ld be 
s ing ing l ike Chaka Khan, and he meant it. 
He wasn't be ing nasty he just be l i eved it. 
He thought that what we we re do ing was 
not right for two b lack w o m e n to do. I 
couldn't be l ieve i t—but w h e n he said that 
I went absolute ly l i v id . I gave h im a 
mouthful . I haven ' t forgotten it to this 
day. 

How did you go down in America? 

W e were v is i t ing radio stations and they 
had copies of Hippychick w i t h no vocals 
and were say ing , 'go on then, s ing ' . After 
one radio stat ion we d id , w h e n we got 
back to the r e co rd company , - they 
thought it was a joke, but he (the DJ) 
wanted us to crumble . They ' v e got such a 
b ig deal about people ' t rack ing ' (singing 
on records) over there. 

What do you think about Sinead ()' 
Connor, and the fuss surrounding 
her? 

W e actual ly went to the stat ion that 
smashed her records on air . W e went 
there and they didn't k n o w us f rom 
A d a m , al l they knew was that we were 
Engl ish , and the minute we wa lked in 
they said, on air, 'What do y o u think of 
that S inead O ' Connor? W h a t do you 
th ink of that fuck ing b i tch? ' I was 
complete ly f labbergasted. I said, 'err, we l l , 
I real ly l ike her records' , a n d then after 
they had done w i th s lagging her off, I 

asked h im (the DJ) what it was al l about 
and he said they w i l l never play her 
records again and she was terr ible. I 
rea l ly l ike her. I don't l ike her music, but 
I rea l ly admire her. 

Nobody has real ly stood with her over 
what she's said have they? 

I th ink that's typ ica l . Y o u can compare it 
w i th w h e n people have asked us, ' W h y 
wasn't Hippychick a hit?' and we said, 
we l l , y o u didn ' t play it. People , later on , 
ask w h y are we slagging off people l ike 
Radio 1, but we 're not, we ' re just te l l ing 
the truth. It's what happened, it's fact, but 
people are c omp la in ing about it. 

We ' v e a lways had to fight. It's no 
different now, just because we 've had one 
hit single. It's good in that it happened 
w h e n people we re l istening to us. That 's 
probab ly w h y it upset so many people: 
we were hav ing a hit w h e n most people 
were too scared to say any th ing . W e 
were sat in the B B C and it was our first 
Top of the Pops. W e ' d just got in the 
charts and w e al l dec ided if they said 
' take the st icker off the guitar ' and 'don't 
wear the dresses' we 'd go home - that 
w o u l d have meant that h ippych i ck wou ld 
not have got to number eight. 

Just talking to Soho made us realise 
that stardom hasn't gone to their 
heads. Commenting on future plans 
they said: 

They ' re pu l l ing the a lbum from the shops 
to re-promote it on the back of the new 
single, Love Generat ion . W e are going to 
ca r ry on anyway , w h e n we first recorded 
H ippych i ck , re leased it, and it wasn't a 
hit, we just ca r r i ed on. That 's what we ' l l 
do. W e can r eco rd at home anyway , 
we ' ve got the equipment to do it. The 
minute we go a long w i th everyone else, 
it a lways goes w r o n g for us, but the 
minute we just do what we do, and don't 
g ive a damn, and stick to our pr inciples, 
it goes right: w h i c h is the sentiment 
of Hippychick in fact. That 's w h e n 
things go right for us. 
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Richard Crouch and Chris Stapleton investigate... 

Ideal Kitchens 
The Kitchens of Distinction are a 
c r im ina l l y o v e r l ooked band , possibly 
because they ' re difficult to categorise: 
they don't s ound quite l ike anyone else. 
The i r songs abound w i th strange 
melodies, i n t e rwoven textures, a 
yearn ing , for lorn hope, flashes of i rony . 
The second a l b u m , Strange Free World, is 
out this week and it's a c racker . If you 've 
never heard them, try the current single 
Drive That Fast. 

D a n f rom Kitchens of Distinction l ives 
in Too t ing B roadway . W e met h im there 
in a quiet pub; Dan got the dr inks in , 
then ta lked freely about be ing a 
professional k i t chen . W e kept the dr inks 
com ing and th r ew in the occas iona l 
question.. . 

I'm Dan , I p lay drums, Ju l i an plays guitar 
and Patr ick p lays bass, sings and writes 
9 9 % of the lyr ics . It's just us three and 
lots of effects pedals. 

The th ing about the history of the band 
is that it's u l t imate ly so bo r i ng that we lie 
about it a l l the t ime. W e fucked a round a 
wh i l e as a hobby , never t h i n k i n g that 
we 'd do any th ing any good, and then 
somet ime in 1987 we made a little 7 " 
record ; it was real ly atrocious, but it got 
us some gigs in London . So we 've been 
a round since about 1987, but I on ly gave 
up m y job in 1989, I've on l y been a 
professional k i t chen for about two years. 
The other boys gave up theirs before me, 
1 was the last one to jump ove r the cliff 
into the Rock Abyss ! It was a pretty 
heavy th ing to do real ly . But it was 
alr ight. W h e n I left m y job I thought 
' Fuck ing br i l l iant—it ' s the best th ing I've 
ever done! ' . A n d it is. 

We ' ve been real ly lucky , but we 're not 
one of those bands that gets on the front 
cover of a mus ic paper a n d then is v e ry 
famous. It doesn't matter. Just as long as 
your latest r e co rd is better than the last 
one y o u d id , that's the most important 
th ing . A n d we ' re a l l rea l ly happy do ing 
what we 're do ing , because each record 
that we 've doen H A S been better than 
the last one. People try and make y o u 
bigger than y o u actual ly are—that 's what 
happens w i th bands eventual ly . The core 
of the band is music and a l l a round it are 
people say ing, 'Ooh , I rea l l y hope you ' re 
go ing to be b ig , I rea l ly hope you ' l l do 
this and that, ' and the r eco rd c ompany is 
say ing ' You ' v e got to sel l this amount of 
records, ' and you ' v e got press l ike N M E 
and Me lody M a k e r w h o want y o u to be a 
cer ta in k i n d of band, but essential ly it's 
a l l about music , and if we weren ' t happy 
do ing what we ' re do ing we wouldn ' t do 
it. - «•*• " 

Felix: So you do it for purely artistic 
reasons? 

A n d to make a l i v ing f rom it! W e are at 
the moment . W e get most of our m o n e y 
f rom gigs. W e get a smal l advance f rom 

One Litt le Indian (KOD's r e co rd label), a 
roya l ty advance to l ive on every year, 
but it's just enough to l ive on, that's a l l . 
The th ing is, u m , we don't sell a lot of 
records, so we ' r e not going to make 
money f rom se l l ing records. We l l , we 
haven't yet, anyway . But it's alr ight. I'm 
m u c h happier . I used to earn a lot more 
money w h e n I was w o r k i n g , but it was a 
b u n c h of shit. 

Felix: what do you think now when 
you ask yourself 'What am I going to 
be doing in five years?' 

W e l l I don't ask mysel f that anymore— 
I've become a comple te existential ist, just 
l i v ing for the day. I can't th ink more than 
a month/two months ahead, and I'm 
happy because I a lways was l ike that, 
gett ing pushed into th ink ing about 
mov ing , chang ing job, it's just society, 
that's a l l , and we 're lucky enough to be 
in this little p l ayg round ca l l ed 'music ' 
where we ' re do ing a job that we l ike 
doing. In fact it's not even a job—the on ly 
t ime we 've cons idered it be ing a job was 
just before w e got a manager . W e had 
started f reak ing out because we 're no 
good as managers ; deal ing w i th record 
companies , a l l the rubbish that goes 
around a band became too m u c h and 
that's w h e n we started t h i n k i n g 'It's a job 
now, so let's get a manager and get back 
to basics w h i c h is p lay ing music . 

Felix: You seem to have a low opinion 
of the music press. 

O h yeah , def initely. Because music isn't 
about words, is it? Words can't describe 
music real ly . The music press is a l l about 
what bands are do ing what, are they 
bigger than so-and-so, where were they 
seen, what d id they say, a l l this sort of 
shit w h i c h has got fuck al l to do w i th 
music ! ! One of Amer i ca ' s sav ing graces, is 
that it's got a mass ive col lege radio 
c ircuit w h i c h means that y o u r records, 
even if you ' re a little p idd ly band and 
y o u don't matter over here, w i l l get 
p layed in A m e r i c a , and gett ing the 
records p l ayed is what it's a l l about as far 
as I'm concerned . W e f ind it rea l ly 
difficult to get p layed over here on the 
radio . W e can get some press but that 

means bugger a l l ! That 's m y pet hate, 
actual ly . I mean , I l ike a lot of the 
journal ists that we ' ve met—about half of 
those we met are nice and they ' re the 
sort that like bands, but w h e n y o u get 
onto the h igher leve l and you ' re near ing 
editor status, they 've just got B IG E G O S 
and they ' re o n some k i n d of tr ip about, 
oh, I can do someth ing for this band... I 'm 
just not into that at a l l . 

Felix: Is the rest of the band as 
idealistic as y o u are? 

Y e a h , def initely. The others are probab ly 
a little bit more respectful about the 
press. That 's no bad th ing . But I haven't 
had a lot to p rove me w rong , rea l ly . I 
mean we 've got a smal l count ry and 
we ' ve got so m a n y magaz ines and papers 
c o m i n g out about indie mus ic and yet it's 
not on the rad io ! That imba lance is 
pathetic! For that sort of coverage of 
indie music there shou ld be indie radio 
stations p lay ing indie music a l l day, but 
there isn't, there 's just a few shows every 
week. 

Felix: How do you approach 
songwriting? 

Music comes f irst—once we ' ve got some 
basic ideas w e usual ly go into a r o o m 
and play. W e ' l l have some songs that 
we 've got go ing a l ready so we have 
someth ing concrete to p l a y on , and then 
we ' l l have some more expe r imenta l stuff 
and occas iona l ly someth ing happens, but 
the lyr ics a lways come last. 

A t the m o m e n t we 've got this Kitchens 
sound, and that's rea l ly good. It's not 
based on a n y b o d y else. Jul ian 's got a 
who le headful of melodies , and then 
Patr ick adds a discordant me lody and 
there's a l l these things go ing on...some of 
the music is so dense y o u have to w o r k 
to pu l l out a l l the different parts of it. It's 
l i k e—have y o u seen Spinal Tap? We ' re 
ve ry lucky to have two v is ionar ies in the 
band : Jul ian 's fire and Patr ick 's ice and 
I'm somewhere inbetween, l ike l u k e w a r m 
water. 

Below: Richard Crouch (left) with 
Dan, the drummer, in a Tooting 
Broadway public house. 
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Warner Corner 
808 State ex:el Jefferson Airhead 

REM Out of Time 
It's been a l ong two years since any th ing 
REM-wise has come out of A thens . T i m e 
enough for people to forget the 
impor tance of the classic Green , but it 
seems not long enough for R E M . This 
a lbum, a l tough i n texture comple te ly 
different, does seem to have hit a musica l 
cul-de-sac. Wh i l s t a l l the ir o ther a lbums 
have been comple te ly independent 
g row ing f rom each other, Out Of T i m e 
draws heav i ly f rom past, noteab ly 
M u r m u r and Document , but it can't get 
out of its predecessor 's shadow. 

Let's face it. If you are read ing this the 
chances are y o u have/ w i l l buy the 
a lbum. T roub l e is I'm just a little fucked 
off w i th R . E . M . at the moment , so this is 
total ly subject ive. I a m not go ing to play 
this r ecord for a long, l ong t ime. 

Harry Cross 

Bjork sings as w e l l as a guppy gasping for 
breath. She just doesn't have a song. Eve r 
s ince 'B i r thday ' she's gone comple te ly 
downh i l l . A s for Barney , w h y can't he 
just fuck r ight off. What a stupid, stupid 
introspect ive, nauseat ing vo ice . Lets face 
it he can't exac t l y sing, c a n he? 

The on ly side we ' l l l isten to often is 2B 
(the last one). This conta ins a m a m m o t h 
four t racks inc lud ing In yer face and 
Cubik. The rest, we l l if y o u feel l ike 
shak ing the wal ls down , put it on , push 
up the bass a n d p u m p up the vo lume. 

A mou th wa te r ing feet shuff l ingly 
poptast ical p iece of v i n y l furniture. 

The Wacky Mars Bars 

Stress Flowers in the Rain 

A dodgy d r u m intro leads into an even 
more dodgy voca l . I don't k n o w what 
he's ta lk ing about, in fact what ' s the point 
of this record? Anybody??? 

Congratulations 

It sounds l ike James ' bastard brother , but 
it drool 's a l l o ve r the place and the lead 
singer has a Cure (ish) slur to his voice. 
Th is gets ten on the love-rat ing, and 
definitely W a r n e r Corner single of the 
decade. 

Fishmonkeyman 
If I've told you once 

The scene: A scouser's bed room, and it's 
band practise. Te r ry (scouser) 'Ere lads, 
I've got this fuck in ' ace this n e w sound, 
just l isten'. Unfor tunate ly , at this point 
Terry 's m u m comes in a n d tells the rest 
of the band to piss off back to their o w n 
houses, and starts hoover ing . This means 
we are left w i t h the same o ld bol locks 
everyone elese is p lay ing these d a y s -
and what a fuck ing stupid name. 

UK Tag: Interview 
UK Tag formed in 1989 and are a four-
piece band f r om H a r r o w w i t h Jason (23 
years o ld , guitar, vocals a n d lyrics), M i k e 
(23, guitar), M o r g a n (23, bass and 
artwork) and A n d r e w (26, drums). 
Descr ib ing themselves as funky thrash 
pop our in t rep id F E L I X hacks adjourned 
to a par t i cu lar ly shite pub on the 
B r o m p t o n R o a d to interrogate Jason and 
Mike . 

Interrogation Squad: Where are you 
coming from sound-wise, dudes? 

U K Tag : W e l l good reference points 
wou ld be The Smiths (yup!), The Jam, 
Talking Heads; a lot of the N e w W a v e 
bands and also l ike a bit of jazz l ike Mi les 
Dav is and some of the A c i d Jazz stuff. 
W e w o u l d l ike to make it c lear we 're not 
an typ ica l ind ie band . 

IS: Why did you decide to do the 
record yourselves? 

U K : W e l l the major r ecord labels are 
money grabb ing corporate scum. They 
wouldn ' t have a l l owed the packag ing , 
there wou ld have been too m u c h 
pressure about w h i c h songs to inc lude, 
the l y r i ca l content and ove ra l l 
presentat ion. Do ing it this way , we can 
then go to a major and show we ' re 
capable of gett ing it a l l together before 
they 've had to take a risk w i th us. A l so 
we ' re lucky i n that we have an ' in-house' 
designer (Morgan) so we can have a 
decent packag ing job done . Presentat ion 
is a l l important . 

IS: So you are interested in long term 
commercial success? 

U K : O h most def initely. W e don't want to 
be a cult b a n d forever. That 's a l l v e ry 
we l l for a wh i l e , but we don't want to be 
40 p lay ing Ronn i e Scott's and w o r r y i n g 
about how to pay the mortgage. 

IS: What do you do for work? 

U K : W e don't . W e feel l u cky we 're do ing 
someth ing w e rea l ly want to do. Fee l 
sorry for people w h o have to work , I 
mean , I cou ld never do someth ing as a 
means to an end just for the money . 

IS: How about the Mora l Majority and 
stickering albums? 

U K : St ickers o n albums are great, they 
help to sell records. The Moral is ts are just 
a b u n c h of hypocr i tes , s inn ing a l l week, 
go ing to c h u r c h on Sunday and expect to 
be forgiven. 

IS: Wel l they're paying for it on the 
astral. 

Americans? 

U K : Checked trousers, flat caps and b ig 
cameras. (Much laughing all round). O n l y 
reason we 'd wan t to go there is for the 
money . A m e r i c a is money . 

We l l , a couple of nicer geezers y o u 
couldn't w i sh to meet. Unfor tunate ly their 
r ecord does suffer f rom the low-budget 
product ion job, but it's ea r l y days yet and 
they 've cer ta in ly got the dr i v e to do 
better. I'll d r ink to that. 

The Amateurs EP 
Hel lo there pop-pickers, and here we 
have a s ix-track E P from a new band 
w h o come from that rock ' n ' ro l l suburb 
of Harrow-on-t he-Hi l l . A n d yes, it does 
have that r e ve r ed H a r r o w sound. Of not 
ve ry m u c h . T h e lead track Carry Me 
Away is tepid sub-funk w i t h that j ingly 
guitar bit hal f - inched f rom Prince 's Kiss, 
the bass not ve ry l oud at al l and, we l l , 
the song never real ly leaves the 
launchpad. Your Flag in my Face sounds 
exact ly l ike someth ing off Side 2 of The 
Smiths' Hatful of Hollow w i th a bit of 
funk added, whi ls t the singer sounds l ike 
a cross between Morr issey at 33 xh and 
James Make r f r om Raymonde . O n the last 
t rack Soak the guitars are turned up (a 
little bit) and speeded up w i th not a lot of 
effect and it ends in a couple of minutes 
of studio (mar) larking about w h i c h is 
total ly useless. They ' r e meant to be better 
l ive and maybe they are, but this r ecord 
is pretty innocuous and does not excite 
me one teeny bit. Fact. 



Tara Kemp Butthole Surfers 
Hold you Tonight Piouhgd 

Is this A m e r i c a n ? Does this r ecord have a 
typ ica l ly sexist p icture of the (not so) 
attract ive Ms K e m p on the cover? Is this 
dest ined for M T V land? Rea l l y Warner , 
we are be ing a bit sha l l ow here aren't 
we. 

Rod Stewart 
Rhythm of the Heart 

W i t h this, good o ld Rod tries to emulate 
the sucess of the (covered) D o w n t o w n 
T ra in . Y e a h , good o ld R o d w i th his ever 
so sexy g i r l f r iend. In fact, how does he 
manage to get al l those blondes?? 
Answers on a postcard please. 

Music 
Editor ia l 

This is one of the few occasions that I'm 
going to fol low in the editor 's footsteps 
and give m y persona l op in i on , but this 
must be said. A p p r o x i m a t e l y a m o n t h ago 
I phoned W . E . A . to inqui re about the up 
coming R . E . M . p romot i ona l visit- g i ven in 
the music press. I was to ld that in fact 
the art ic le in Me lody M a k e r was incorrect 
and that R . E . M . were not com ing to 
Eng land at a l l . 

Severa l weeks later, 13.3.91, R . E . M . 
were p lay ing a l ive set on Rad io 1. The 
fo l lowing m o r i n g I phoned W . E . A and 
asked, seeing as their plans had changed, 
was there any chance of a press 
conference, or maybe an in te rv i ew (ever 
the optimist). I was to ld that a l l press was 
conducted the day before, and that there 
was no chance of any m o r e p romot i on . I 
was g iven the name of a w o m a n w h o 
was handl ing R.E.M. 's v is i t and as a 
depart ing sentence I was told, 'Oh , and 
by the way , they (R.E.M.) are p lay ing two 
secret gigs at the Border l ine , one tonight 
and the other t omor row . ' I phoned the 
w o m a n w h o to ld me that there was no 
chance of an interv iew, no chance of a 
press conference and no guest list. 
The Border l ine was engaged al l day, and 
so I dec ided to go there to see if I cou ld 
purchase t ickets (5.30 pm). I' was to ld that 
al l t ickets for both gigs were sold out 
three weeks ago. I wa i ted severa l hours 
to see if I c ou ld get in . It became 
apparent as the ticket holders a r r i ved that 
on ly r ecord c o m p a n y officials, music ians 
and people in the k n o w w h o had access 
to them. There was also a guest list- I 
saw the name of Ivo Watts o n it. I cou ld 
have purchased a ticket f rom a tout, " 
any th ing be tween £30-200. R.E.M. 's na ive 
intentions to play secret gigs for the fans 
sadly got no further than their o w n self-
serv ing r e co rd company , w h i c h leaves me 
out in the co ld and worst of a l l , l ied to 
and feeling l ike shit. Thanks a lot 
Warner . 

Th is has to be a bit of a qu i cky , seeing as 
there are about 25 records to be 
rev i ewed i n one a n d a half pages, so 
without further a do, w o r d associat ion.. . 
Gross. Great. Epi lept ic . Twis ted . H u r d y 
Gurdy . Intestinal. Warped . B lack Sabbath. 
Disease. P lasmic . Bone b reak ing . Shite. 
A n d to end o n a we l l pretent ious quote, 
courtesy of W i l l i a m S Burroughs , The 
Butthole Surfers are " a n a l l purpose 
nuc lear bed t ime s to ry " to read to, let's 
say, your g ranny . 

Harry Cross . 

S o u l F a m i l y S e n s a t i o n 

IC 8.3.91 

The Soul to Sou l references were 
complete ly justif ied. Despite a rather 
sti lted stage presence, Sou l F a m i l y 
Sensation p roduced a power fu l , and most 
important ly , danceable sound. The female 
vocal ist was comple te ly spot on . 
However , the male vocal ist sounded l ike 
he should have been in a no the rn guitar 
band, and if y o u th ink on , the two just 
don't m ix . O h , and the k e y b o a r d players 
need to try some of those 'Wacky Mars 
Bars ' (see other review!!) before they do 
anyth ing good. G o o d luck to 'em. 

Harry Cross (inebriated) 

MUSIC 

Milltown 
Brothers 

Slinky LP 

This band are masters of the art of be ing 
t rendy by t r y ing not be t rendy . Deft ly 
avo id ing the M a n c l a n d scene (they hai l 
f rom Colne , 30 miles away) , not wea r ing 
baggy str ipped shirts, sw ing ing jeans or 
pudd ing bow ls they have p roduced an 
a lbum more growable than Jack 's 
beanstalk. F r o m the passionate pop of 
'App le G r e en ' and ' W h i c h way should I 
Jump? ' to the more m o o d y numbers on 
side two they show a matur i t y that one 
wou ld no rma l l y expect f rom a bands 
th i rd or fourth offering. A n y band that 
uses guitars w i l l inev i tab ly be compared 
to R E M and U2 and, cons ider ing their 
roots, a l l the shaggy bands as we l l . T h e y 
m i x a l l the best e lements together, 
l eav ing al l the chaff and tak ing the 
kernels . Th is is defiantly an a lbum to 
have in your co l lect ion a n d to all those 
people -that th ink eve ry th ing f rom 
Manchester sounds the same, open your 
ears and l isten to this. 

A n n a B 

C m • g~*\ reation Crevice 
Slowdive 

Morning Rise 

My Bloody 
Valentine Tremelo 

What can I say? A l r e ady hyped in the 
music press, a n d hav ing just comple ted a 
nat ional tour (culminat ing in support ing 
Ride) S lowd ive release a new(ish) single. 
The titles admi rab l y express the emot ions 
of the record - Morn ingr i se g i v ing that 
feel ing of w a k i n g up, N O T w i th a s t ink ing 
hangover , but w i t h a re freshed body a n d 
m i n d and a sense of c leanl iness. S lowd ive 
produce a wonder fu l s ound f rom w i th in 
themselves, l ike dew in the coo l morn ing , 
wash ing away the greyness of the night. 
Th is r ev i ew is utter bo l locks but the 
band's good anyway . 

Harry Cross 

Ride Today Forever 

Ride's fourth E P shows a slight me l l ow ing 
in their style. The vocals are stil l 
nochalant and d r eamy and the lead track 
Unfamiliar has a total ly essential bass-line. 
The i r best yet, but there's no rea l ove ra l l 
progress ion f rom their prev ious records 
and we wouldn ' t want them to get stuck 
in a rut now, wou ld we? 

Dominic. 

F l ow ing straight off a ship in trouble y o u 
cou ld f ind yourse l f r each ing for the 
starboard bow. It's twisted melodies sway 
uncomfor tab ly f rom side to side. V is ions 
of pan pipe hipsters and ind i an peace 
pipes stray past the eyes. Coo l as an 
iceberg's heart in winter , associat ing w i th 
this one cou ld be tough. Sides A and B; 
we i rd city. N o w play the edge! 

Christ 

The Telescopes 
Celeste 

A somnambul is t ' s jaunt th rough the 
recesses of the mind , a tr ip a long the 
higher plains of real i ty. Start ing where 
the 13th Floor Elevators left off, they 
cont inue using bass to carry y o u f o rward 
and onwards towards fulf i l lment. Fuck the 
average and mundane , leave Ride 
shagged on the baron rocks of normal i ty . 
Exp lo re your inner self and buy this 
record . Face the facts, it's not bad if y o u 
l ike this sort of th ing . 

The Wacky Mars Bars 



|9» 
OPINION 

Gideon Lichfield, Chairman of IC Jewish Society, talks about 
exhibitions, opinions, and... 

Wasted Emotion 
F r o m M a r c h 5 to 7, the J ew i sh Society 
he ld an exh ib i t i on i n the J C R about 
Israel's pos i t ion in the M idd l e East, 
ent i t led 'There is another way ' . 

' H o w does this justify the Israeli 
treatment of the 'Palest inians? ' ca l led out 
one person as he left the exh ib i t i on . He 
apparent ly just wanted to m a k e this stab 
and get out wi thout wa i t ing for the 
answer, w h i c h was that the display didn't 
men t i on the treatment of the 
Palest in ians—that wasn' t what it was 

that many people saw in our exh ib i t i on , 
w h i c h is w h y we had del iberat ions about 
putt ing it up. 

A more ba lanced exh ib i t i on w o u l d have 
inc luded mater ia l show ing another 
facet—the Palest inians ' legit imate rights to 
sel f -determinat ion, w h i c h var ious 
occupy ing powers have den ied them in 
the past, and the diverse prob lems stil l 
facing them. T h e difficulty in por t ray ing 
so many entangled issues, is to give a 
'ba lanced ' perspect ive in a smal l space. 

That, then, is m y op in ion . But I cou ld about. W h y not? I hear y o u ask. 

"And they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more." 
The major i ty of people are pretty 

un in fo rmed about the Israel-Palestine 
debate. Those of us w h o are interested 
parties, the Zionists (I can't say Jews, 
because some Jews are not Zionists) and 
the Palest inians, shou ld be educat ing 
everyone else. There has been a fair 
amount of ' educat ion ' this year, w i th last 
term's Fr i ends of Palestine stall i n the 
J C R and art ic les in Fe l i x by a var ie ty of 
people. Some of this mater ia l has been 
reasonable and wel l -argued. Some has 
been rampant l y anti-Zionist and even 
anti-Semitic. But I can't say that our 
exh ib i t i on , w h i c h was p rov i d ed by the 
U n i o n of Israel i Students of this country , 
was a ba lanced and object ive counter to 
the bias, because it wasn't . W e justify 
putt ing it up nonetheless, because it 
brought up some inescapable facts—facts 
in the light of w h i c h some of Israel's 
m o r e distasteful act ions become 
understandable , even if y o u don't support 
them. It also h igh l ighted the peace treaty 
between Egypt and Israel as an example 
of what can be ach ieved through 
negot iat ion. 

But d id it do enough? Th is form of 
'educat ion ' , whe re the genera l publ ic is 
left to sort out what t ruth they can form 
a barrage of in format ion f rom both sides, 
is very c o m m o n and, in m y op in ion , v e ry 
wasteful. The r e is a tendency by pro-
Palest inian groups to give the impress ion 
that Israel and Z i on i sm are the source for 
almost al l the Palest inians ' prob lems, 
though in both the past and the present 
their sufferings have also been due to 
mistreatment by other M idd l e Eastern 
countr ies and to their o w n internal 
confl icts. Th is pract ice is as dangerous as 
that of por t ray ing Israel as a gem in a sea 
of in iquity . Th is last is the ve ry message 

equal ly we l l have argued that nobody 
vo i c ing support for the Palest inians has 
tr ied to present a fair p ic ture w h i c h also 
shows the prob lems that Israel has had to 
face, so w h y should we? That is a v i ew 
he ld b y m a n y people w h o have 
exper i enced the worst real it ies of anti-
Z i on i sm and anti-Semetism a n d have had 
to fight back. Imper ia l Col lege , however , 
is not exact ly a hotbed of po l i t i ca l act iv i ty 
a n d therefore w e shou ld be able to 
discuss these issues more ca lm ly . 

W h e n certa in people express v iews or 
interpret history i n a way I, as a Zionist , 
f ind unacceptable , it is somet imes done 

we can agree on . 
There are a few such patches of 

c o m m o n g round , by and large: mutua l 
recogni t ion, sel f -determination and the 
right to an independent state for both 
peoples. E a c h side spends too m u c h 
energy at the moment t r y ing to persuade 
the publ ic that it is right. The energy 
should go into dialogue. W e are just 
groups of students w i th different opinions; 
we are not exper i enc ing the real th ing in 
the Midd le East, so there is even less 
reason for us to hur l publ ic abuse at each 
others ' ideologies. This d ia logue should 
not even be w i t h any expectat ions or 
goals, just t a lk ing to see whe r e the 
c o m m o n g round lies. F r o m the brief 
exper ience I've had I k n o w that it is l ike 
t iptoe ing th rough a minef ie ld , and 
s imi lar ly nerve- rack ing , to fo l low the 
thread of agreement and unders tand ing 
wi thout b l o w i n g up in a series of 
accusations. Th is k i n d of t a lk ing is hard 
work , but it w o u l d leave eve ryone else 
free to go a n d read some history books 
and d raw their o w n conclus ions. 

Y o u may ask what this f r iendly chatt ing 
intends to ach ieve . The answer is that 
even if there are no concrete results, it is 
better than an imos i ty , and it probab ly 
reduces the chances of a co ronary in 
later life for a l l concerned . Just because 
different bits of the rest of the wo r l d are 
shout ing at each other, doesn't mean that 
the corr idors of IC should be echo ing 
w i th r ec r imina t i on . 

It is said that where there are two 
Jews, there are three opin ions. If y o u 
spoke to any Jew i sh Society members at 
the exh ib i t i on , y o u may have come away 
w i th this impress ion . The exh ib i t i on was 

IT 

without any mal i ce in tended at a l l , but 
s imp ly because they s incere ly bel ieve 
what they are saying. D u r i n g the three 
days of the exh ib i t i on I spoke to many 
different A r a b students. W e w o u l d often 
reach an issue o n w h i c h we cou ld not, 
and never w i l l , agree, such as how to 
define the v io l ence perpetrated by the 
P L O : te r ror i sm o r ' legit imate ' guer i l la 
warfare? W i t h those people w h o were not 
w o r k e d up into a frenzy of indignat ion at 
the contents of the display, it was 
possible to achieve a k i n d of mutua l 
understanding : it's fruitless to try and 
convert each other to our v iews on this 
issue, let's steer r ound it o n to someth ing 

intended, if no th ing else, to jolt people 
into ask ing quest ions and to act as a 
reminder that the Jew ish Society exists 
and has thaings to say. W e are a diverse 
bunch and our v iews span a wide range. 
Y o u have been reading one op in ion , 
wr i t ten by one Jew. Now, if y o u care at 
al l about what happens in the Midd le 
East, go and find some more opinions, 
f rom as many different people as possible. 
Y o u w i l l d iscover a b loodsta ined tapestry 
of stories, y o u w i l l realise w h y it is so 
difficult, nay, impossible , to r each a 
consensus and y o u w i l l , I hope, come to 
the conc lus ion that the past is a ve ry 
rocky foundat ion indeed. 
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ICU Islamic society present some of their views about the UN and the USA. 

Puppets or Patrons? OPINION 

The war in the Gulf has affected us a l l , 
whether it be f r om the r is ing pr ice of 
petro l , the loss of life, or the economic 
and ecolog ica l consequences . N o w that a 
cease-fire has taken place, w e should 
examine the issue for w h i c h this war was 
fought object ive ly and take a stand. 

A l l western pol i t ic ians have adopted an 
uncomprom i s ing stance against Saddam 
Husse in and Iraq. The U N has issued 12 
resolutions c o n d e m n i n g the act ion of the 
Iraqi a r m y s ince 2.8.90. W e have been 
led to the war by the standoff be tween 
the West and Iraq over Kuwa i t . There is 
an al ternat ive v iew, name ly Islam. 
His tor ica l ly the region of l and w h i c h now 
contains 46 different mus l im countries, 
was uni ted w i t h no false borders under a 
c o m m o n l y imp lemented system w h i c h 
above al l guaranteed t ranqui l i ty and 
security for a l l w h o l i ved under it, mus l im 
and non-mus l im al ike. 

W i t h the inte l lectual dec l ine of the 
inhabitants of the Islamic state, the 
oriental ists succeeded in d i v i d ing the state 
w i th the seeds of nat iona l i sm, and over a 
per iod of a hundred years, eventual ly 
destroyed it in 1924 under Mustafa K a m a l 
A ta turk . Af ter that Br i ta in a n d France 
carved up m u s l i m l and into sma l l 
insignif icant states in accordance w i th the 
Sykes-Picot agreement of 1916. F r o m 
there onwards the reg ion has been used 
by var ious nat ions to init iate conflicts of 
po l i t ica l and economic gains. 

W i t h regards to the latest p rob l em in 
the area, the A m e r i c a n and indeed Br i t i sh 
objectives have been clear as far back as 
1958. 

'...at a l l costs these oil-fields must be 
kept in western lands. The immed ia te 
p rob l em is whether it is good tactics to 
occupy Kuwa i t against the wishes of the 
ru l ing fami ly ' Se lwyn L l o y d (Brit ish 
Fore i gn Secretary) 1958. 

A s far back as the 1970s, A m e r i c a has 
openly stated that any m o v e against her 
o i l interest w o u l d be met w i th force, even 
in us ing the countr ies of the reg ion to 
execute mi l i ta ry operat ions against a 
dissenting nat ion . E v e n Margaret 
Thatcher admi t ted that the US troops 
were on the w a y before b e ing inv i t ed b y 
Saudi A r a b i a . T a l k of establ ishing a 
permanent presence in the reg ion of 
A m e r i c a n a n d U N 'peacekeepers ' is 
mere ly an excuse to pe rmanent l y pol ice 
the reg ion on Amer i ca ' s terms. If concern 
for aggression is the mot i ve for the 
A m e r i c a n response, w h y was the Israeli 
invas ion of L e b a n o n in 1982 ' rewarded ' 
w i th a so-called securi ty zone on 
Lebanese soil? If concern for smal l nat ion 
sovere ignty in the face of aggression is 
the mot ive w h y d id the w o r l d commun i t y 
stand sti l l w h e n the US invaded Panama 
late in 1989 k i l l i ng up to 7,000 inocent 
c iv i l ians in the process? W h y US 
hegemony in Grenada, N icaragua , T r ipo l i 
in 1986, or as recent ly as 1990 in the 

Phi l ippines? Br i t a in is not blameless; do 
we not r emember that B r i t a in supported 
the US veto of the U N Secur i ty counc i l 
reso lut ion c o n d e m n i n g US act ion in 
Panama , support w h i c h has been g iven 
on many other occasions. 

T o bel ieve that internat ional law and 
the U N is impar t ia l and just, is naive. 
Since 1970, 67 U N resolutions have been 
vetoed by A m e r i c a because it didn't 
c omp ly w i th her interest i n the regions 
concerned . 
Sure ly it stands to reason if internat ional 
law is to be impar t ia l and just, then it 
should log ica l ly app ly in a l l c i rcumstances 
whether it is pro or anti , any of the five 
permanent members . H o w e v e r the real i ty 
is quite different, as is c lear to see. 
Fur thermore , despite a l l the 'bravado ' of 
defending democracy and freedom the 
U N itself is a n un-democrat ic institution 
where O N L Y five states have the right to 
veto!! It is no th ing more than a 
dictatorship of f ive permanent members, 
'a democracy of d ictatorship ' . 

W h e n South A f r i c a invaded Namib ia , no 
mi l i tary force was sent to l iberate 

We have no eternal 
allies, we have no 
eternal enemies, our 
interests are eternal 
and perpetual' Lord 
Palmer ston 1848. 

Namib i a f rom i l legal occupat ion , no 
b o m b i n g missions were sent over 
Johannesburg to impose U N resolutions. 
O n the cont rary , A m e r i c a n officials ca l led 
for 'quiet d ip l omacy ' w h i c h lasted twenty 
years. 

'One m i l l i on people k i l l ed , over 6 b i l l i on 
dol lars damage caused b y South Afr ica 's 
aggression against Namib ia and its 
neighbours. ' (UN Economic Commiss ion 
on Africa.) 

Eventua l l y South A f r i ca agreed for a 
part ia l w i thd rawa l on the cond i t i on that 
this was l i n k e d to a par t ia l w i thdrawa l by 
Cuban forces. So m u c h for non- l inkage 
and not r eward ing the aggressor. 

The constant man ipu la t i on of publ ic 
op in i on in the med ia is perver t ing an 
object ive unders tand ing of the w o r l d 
s i tuat ion. The da i l y bombardment by the 
med ia and pol i t ic ians a l ike of 'no l inkage! ' 
or 'Saddam's bruta l i ty ' and the apparent 
acceptance by the masses in the west 
indicates an ex t reme ly sha l low mental i ty . 
If they are so conce rned then what 
happened to the barrage of in-depth 

Pano rama programmes on 'Saddam's 
psychology ' . Didn ' t they have the 
re levant in format ion three years ago 
w h e n he gassed 5,000 people in Halabja, 
or was it not in their interest? 
Fur thermore , w h y d id Br i t a in r enew 
credits to Iraq w o r t h mi l l i ons a few days 
after the inc ident w h e n A m n e s t y 
Internat ional re leased the news? 

W h y d id A m e r i c a , B r i t a in , Israel, 
Ge rmany , and France break the 
internat ional weapons embargo against 
Iraq and Iran to supply t h e m w i th 
weapons to k i l l each other? 

Wha t happened to a l l this sweet talk of 
' human values '? Was it not A m e r i c a in 
1975 w h o sanct ioned the invas ion of East 
T i m o r by Indonesia resul t ing in the mass 
genocide of 200,000 people (reported by 
A m n e s t y International) . C o m m e n t i n g on 
this, the then U S ambassador to the U N 
(1975), a D a n i e l Patr ick M o y n i h a n wrote 
in his memo i r s : 

'The US w i shed things to turn out as 
they d id a n d w o r k e d to b r i n g this about ' 

T h e U N is but a useful t oo l of its 
permanent members . If w e examine its 
or ig ins we f ind that the so-cal led 
internat iona l law was establ ished back in 
1761 in response to the Islamic law 
(Sharia) of the Islamic state of the t ime. 
The in ternat iona l law w h i c h formed the 
basis for the League of Nat ions and then 
the U N had its roots in Chr i s t i an fami ly 
law, and was p ieced together in Prussia 
(today Germany ) . Internat ional law is 
no th ing more than a response to a 
part icular s i tuat ion a few hundred years 
ago. It has no rat ional basis, un l ike 
Islamic law. 

Do we be l ieve that the cause of human 
rights in the w o r l d are enhanced by 
p lac ing a boycot t against 17 m i l l i on 
people in Iraq and Kuwa i t ? Whateve r 
happened to the right for food and 
clothing? 

The po l i cy of Br i ta in and A m e r i c a is to 
bu i l d up their po l i t ica l agents w i th 
equipment to be used against the people, 
and w h o w i l l serve their interest. 

Douglas H u r d said last November : 'the 
attack on K u w a i t is an attack on the new 
w o r l d order ' . In response, James Baker 
said: 'No one w i l l be a l l owed to tamper 
w i t h the new w o r l d order, a n d we are 
de te rmined to use force against that.' 

Isn't it t ime that y o u too spent some 
t ime to study the al ternat ives to 
Amer i ca ' s new w o r l d order. W h y are the 
commentators so afraid of increas ing 
Islamic awareness among the people of 
the region? W h y does A m e r i c a l i teral ly 
jump at the oppor tuni ty to discipl ine the 
errant puppet? A n d most te l l ing of a l l -
w h y do y o u not quest ion the real mot ives 
beh ind the most destruct ive attack upon 
the country in the history of mank ind? 
C a n y o u rea l l y bel ieve in a n d endorse a 
w a y of life bui l t sole ly u p o n economic 
benefit? 



Football 
i c 2 n d s 

Over the past two weeks the IC 2nds 
Juggernaut has acce lerated rap id ly and its 
m o m e n t u m is now irresistable. 

Af ter thrash ing S O P 6-2, M X U C H were 
destroyed 5-1. T w o goals a piece for M 
A b d o and S B a r r y plus another f rom A 
Ja lan left the opposi t ion shel l -shocked. 

Q M C were nex t to try their luck in a 
showpiece double-header. N Leonard 
scor ing the fastest goal , M A b d o the best 
ind iv idua l goal and S Bar ry another 
inev i table goal of the season so far left 
Q M C 3-0 d o w n and out. A conso la t ion 
goal cou ld on l y give the capta in a 
nervous second half. 

F ive minutes after the end of the first 
game Q M C came back for a second 
he lp ing of an ih i la t ion from the seconds. 
5-0 this t ime, goals from M A b d o , guest B 
W o o d , S Ba r r y and M Plurruner gave IC a 
four goal lead. N Leonard , the IC captain, 
then stepped up to score the classiest and 
f inal goal of the day. Sho w ing 
uncompromis ing (unknown?) sk i l l , he 
fooled the Q M C defence, and the 2nds, by 
ch ipp ing , cu r l i ng and f loat ing the bal l past 
the Q M C keeper . Howeve r , his 
ce lebrat ion S a m b a showed he cou ld do 
w i t h some m o r e dance lessons. (Tart!) 

Three days later U C II we r e beaten 2-0 
w i th a double str ike f rom M A b d o to seal 
a hard fought v i c tory . 

U D M S II on hear ing of IC's inv inc ib i l i t y 

dec ided to stay in bed and conceded the 
points. 

IC II's last home game of the season 
saw the defeat of an upstart K ings II 5-2. 
T w o f rom S B a r r y and a g lor ious hattr ick 
f rom M P l u m m e r earned IC two points, 
and w o n IC 2nds, comprehens ive ly , the 
U L U Y award of C h a m p i o n Reserves. The 
v ic tory also set up a s h o w d o w n w i th St 
Georges, for the league, in the f inal game 
next Saturday. W h e r e they w i l l f ind out 
that nobody m ixes it w i th IC 2nds and 
keeps a c lean sheet. 

F ina l l y the capta in has a few words for 
the 2nds w h i c h he was too pissed to 
r emember at the c lub d inner . 

'You ' re the best, it's off icial and I salute 
you . ' 

Sailing Snooker 
A raggle-taggle b u n c h of sa i lors (five f rom 
.IC and four f r om London) a r r i ved at the 
Exeter Un i on disco late on F r iday night 
and set about gett ing in a few beers and 
t ry ing to f ind our hosts, bo th p roved 
hihg ly amus ing past t imes. 

Saturday m o r n i n g was c l oudy w i th a 
gentle breeze. Imperia l we r e start ing the 
day as clear outsiders but de te rmined to 
have a good t ime, so it wasn' t surpr is ing 
that, despite snapping at the i r heels a l l 
the way , we lost both legs of the first 
ma t ch against Ox fo rd . Next , however we 
sai led L o n d o n and obta ined a rousing 
v ic tory w i n n i n g 1, 2, 6 in the first leg and 
1, 3, 5 in the second). 

After l unch w e had two v e r y close 
races against P l ymou th , but an excel lent 
start in the first gave us the edge and 
a l though n a r r o w l y beaten i n the second 
we w o n the m a t c h on points. Our f inal 
ma t ch on Saturday was against Br is to l 
and two ve ry noisy races were sai led. In 
the first a poor start left a lot of w o r k to 
do, but Imper ia l refused to be int imidated 
by Bristol 's l o u d protests a n d w o n on 
'greens' (point penalties g i v en to the 
opposition). T h e second race again 
invo l v ed a lot of shout ing but IC was able 
to take advantage of Bristo l 's lack of 
concentrat ion to pip them at the post. 

A ve ry mer ry even ing was spent 
consuming cop ious quantit ies of food (and 
some dr ink as wel l ) la id on b y Exeter at 
a pub, as w e l l as soc ia l is ing w i th the 
locals unt i l we l l into the m o r n i n g (some 
of us anyway) . 

Sunday m o r n i n g brought a miserable 
l ook ing day but a good stiff breeze. IC 
lost d isappoint ing ly to Exe te r I (coming 4, 
5, 6 in the first race and 4 th w i th two 
capsizes in the second). Later Exeter II 
made good use of p i ck ing the fastest 
boats and two poor starts by IC to w i n 
despite Imper ia l f ighting to the end. 

Imperia l made it into the semi-finals 
where they we re unfortunate ly unable to 
ove rcome the i r shock at be ing there and 
lost to Ox f o rd the eventua l winners . So IC 
headed home, stopping on l y to appease 
their rag ing hunger, after a great 
weekend 's rac ing . 

Last week saw the annua l Inter-Varsity 
Snooker Tournamen t take place in Ba th 
w i th IC be ing represented by two teams. 
The A team got off to a good start by 
w inn ing al l the ir group matches w i th 
relat ive ease to proceed to the last 16. J 
Burnett (capt) l ed the way w i t h his usual 
demol i t i on job of the oppos i t ion, ably 
supported by J Devoys , S Contogoulas, S 
Gal lagher and A K h a n b r ing ing up the 
rear. 

The next r o u n d saw the team go 4-0 
d o w n against East A n g l i a A before 
m a k i n g an exce l lent comeback to w i n 6-5 
w i th J Burnet t w i n n i n g a memorab le 
sudden-death play-off against E A ' s 
number one player . 

The quarter f inal match was against 
Queens, Belfast A w h o h a d just beaten 
last year 's w inners 5-0. T h e who le team 
p layed ve ry sol id ly w i th A K h a n 
comp i l i ng a 50-break c learance in his 
game. Unfor tunate ly the A ' s lost the 
match 6-5 on l i teral ly the last ba l l of the 
match and we re k n o c k e d out of the 
tournament . 

The B team faired less w e l l ma in l y due 
to be ing g rouped w i th a couple of very 
good A teams. The team consisted of B 
Dr inkwa te r (capt), N Danson , H Shah, D 
Ramshaw and A Mich ie . Most of the 
p layers managed to w i n a couple of good 
games but ove ra l l they were rather 
un lucky in the fact that they lost quite a 
few matches by on ly a few points. 

Clubs/Sports editor wanted 
apply at me Fe l ix office, northwest corner of Beit Quad 



SplotSoc 
It's 6.30am on a grey Saturday morn ing . 
You ' ve had three hours sleep, and y o u 
wake up to a m o u t h conta in ing not a 
tongue, but someth ing w h i c h feels and 
tastes l ike an inside-out t r am driver 's 
glove. Log ic dictates that the sensible 
th ing to do w o u l d be to stay in bed, and 
maybe look to rega in ing construct ive 
consciousness by, say, a r o u n d 2pm. 

Not so for a round thirty die-hard 
indiv iduals , whose priorit ies are about as 
whaked-out as Saddam Hussein 's sense of 
honesty. It's off to F inmere , to take on 
Ox fo rd . First task for the day—f ind a bus 
somewhere in South K e n , a n d avo id 
l ook ing suspicious in al l that camo. 

W e ar r i ved at the site to f ind not 
Ox fo rd Univers i ty , but O x f o r d Poly . A n d 
an under-strength team at that. They 
were consequent ly re in forced by dozens 
or so Wo lve r ines (Gulo Luseus to y o u 
Lat in freaks out there), members of the 
site team. 

A n d so to the match—eight games, 
w inne r at the end takes the pathet ical ly 
smal l cup back to the t rophy cabinet. 
Things were l ook ing good for Imperial at 
the half-way stage—two matches d rawn , 
and two w o n . The Gulo 's on the other 
side were l o ok ing increas ing ly pissed off 

and Societies 

Clint Eastwood strides forth 
wi th losing, a n d started gett ing upset. 
Espec ia l ly after losing game four in five 
minutes flat. 

Ove r the nex t three games, they got 
their act together, and w i th some 
interest ing marsha l l ing , w o n two games, 
setting up a g rand finale. Two-a l l , and 
one to play. B y then, O x f o r d had lost al l 
heart and dec ided on mass, suic idal 
charge. Su ic ida l it was, l eav ing some 
twenty-odd Imper ia l p layers c losing on al l 
direct ions on a b u n c h of increas ing ly 
desperate Gulo 's . The i r numbers dec l ined 
signif icantly w i t h the onset of several 
'walls of pa int ' hurt l ing in their d irect ion 
(the product more of suspect a im than 

enthusiasm), l eav ing Leo 'That 's not a 
lovebite, I was hit by a pa in tba l l ' Hume-
Wr ight to snatch the flag. 

Other ach ievements of the day inc lude 
the debagging a n d inf l ict ion of an internal 
Jacuzzi to the prat f rom O x f o r d w h o t r ied 
to spray us w i t h water dur ing the photo, 
and the co l l ec t ion of other ' trophies ' by 
A d a m , Matt a n d Gare th—the Latent 
C r i m i na l Pack . 

Cheers and thanks to a l l those w h o 
part ic ipated in the r i tual shredd ing of 
Ox ford—desp i te their i m p r o m p t u 
re inforcements . A r ematch has been 
p lanned—at their suggest ion—is there no 
end to masoch i sm in this wor ld? 

Rifle & Pistol 

As far as compet i t i on goes this has been 
a pretty unevent fu l year for us. W e 
chal lenged ove r a dozen other univers i ty 
teams but on l y two agreed ' to shoot 
against us. Persona l ly I th ink that the 
others were too scared to face us because 
we are so tota l ly br i l l iant . Th i s is 
especial ly true of those ponces at Ox f o rd 
w h o we w i l l def initely beat for the Howe 
Cup in May . 

The pistol t eam has had two matches 
so far, bo th against our o l d adversar ies 
Cambr idge . T h e first m a t c h was Pol ice 
Pistol w h i c h we w o n 1594 to 1474 and 
the second was Serv ice Pisto l B w h i c h we 
w o n 289 to 202. Hard l y anybody on 
either t eam h a d shot e i ther compet i t i on 
type before a n d so it was educat iona l as 

we l l as fun. That 's what I l ike about 
Cambr i dg e—we a lways beat them a n d 
they a lways come back for more . The 
rifle team has fared less we l l . They were 
on ly able to arrange one match , against 
L o n d o n Hosp i ta l who wre rumoured to be 
so good we thought we 'd get comple te ly 
hammered . O n the day, howeve r it 
turned out to be ex t r eme ly close, so close 
in fact that a l l we needed was for the last 
m a n to shoot 92 or above for us to w i n 
(and up to this point no one in the team 
had shot less than 92). In fact the last 
m a n scored 67 and we were beaten 537 
to 561 but it was a good ma tch anyway . 

A quiet year so far but nex t year, we ' l l 
take on the wo r ld . 

A C C Exec e lect ions after Easter. A n y 
sports c lub members interested in 
standing f ind out what it's about f rom 
your captains. Captains please tel l your 
members . 

A l l A C C clubs should have had new 
elections before M a y 1. C lub articles for 
Un i on H a n d b o o k - I N N O W . Y o u r loss if 
y o u don't wr i te one. A l l co lours to be in 
by first week of term. 

The President's XI are 
looking for beer teams to 
play in the forthcoming 
season. 
Any group interested in 
fielding some competition 
should contact Paul 
Shanley on 3501 or in the 
Union Office. 
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Scribblers' Corner 
What's On 
AN UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY 
Keep Fit 12.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Bike Club 12.45pm 

Southside Lounge. 
Cycling Training 1.00pm 
Meet at Beit Arch. 
Wargames 1.00pm 
UDH. All welcome. 
Micro Club Meeting 1 . 1 5 p m 
Top floor NW corner Union Building. 
Kung Fu 1.30pm 
Union Gym. 
DramSoc 2.30pm 
Union Concert Hall. 
Diving 6.30pm 
Swimming Pool. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Basketball Club 7.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Women's Team 
Kung Fu Club 7.30pm 
Union Gym. Wu Shu Kwan. 

THURSDAY 
Fencing Training 1 1 . 3 0 a m 
Intermediate & advanced coaching. 
Balloon Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
YHA Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Postgrad Lunch 12.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Princes Gardens). 
Fencing Training 12.30pm 
Beginners Training. 
Fencing Training 1.30pm 
General. 
Gliding Club Meeting 1.00pm 
Aero 266. Come and arrange a trial flight. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym 
Midweek Service Ji.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Prince's Gardens). 
New Beginners Ballroom 6.00pm 

JCR. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Improvers Ballroom 7.00pm 
JCR. 
RockSoc Presents 8.00pm 
Engine & Petroleum Spirit & Bloodmoney, rock 
disco and late bar. See RockSoc for venue. 
Intermediate Ballroom B.OOpm 

JCR. 
Southside Disco 8.30pm 
Southside Bar. 
ICCAG Soup Run S . 1 5 p m 
Meet Weeks Hall Basement.-

FRIDAY 
Hang Gliding 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Yacht Club Meeting 12.30pm 

Huxley 413. 

Present problems 
Dear Andy, 

After the appaling behaviour by certain 
members and ex-members of college at 
the ents gig on Friday night I felt it was 
about time something was said. 

Recently Ents Events have become 
harder and harder to run, due to certain 
people deeming themselves eligible to 
gain free entry to an event, in their 
pursuit of alcohol. 

People such as certain members of 
Mines, Links, Rugby Club, and other very 
drunk individuals coming over from 
Southside Bar, seem disinterested in 
having a good time by watching bands 
and dancing in a disco, and would rather 
drink till they're sick and then look for a 
fight. Maybe this is I.C. mentality -
male:female ratio creating a different 
atmosphere than at other universities -
but this is quite disturbing. Every time 
there is an Ents Event these people are 
determined to get in without paying. Not 
only is this unfair to the people who have 
paid, but, in recent weeks, it has also 
been unnecessary as the event has been 
free - or reduced entry price - earlier 
in the evening, for entertainment which is 
exeptionally good value anyway. 

My belief is that the problem lies with 
individuals believing it is 'hard' or 
'macho' to try to get in free each week. 
Bollocks. 

The people you are harming are 
ultimately yourselves. If the Ents 
Commitee refuse to put up with the 
verbal and physical abuse thrown at them 
every week, it is likely that they will stop 
volunteering to help run events -
something that is done for enjoyment 
supposedly. This is becoming quite likely. 
If this is the case then Ents Events will 
stop and, probably more importantly to 
"he Alcohol-Worshippping Morons out 

there, no more bar extensions. Is it too 
much to ask that the Ents Commitee be 
allowed to enjoy an event too? 

In addition, the event on Friday was 
sold-out. When an event reaches full 
capacity - a figure decided before the 
event, based on safe fire limits - then 
the person responsible for the event (i.e. 
me) has to ensure no more people are 
allowed into the building/event. The 
limits are not negotiable, and, once the 
maximum no. of tickets has been sold, 
no-one else gets in, even if people leave, 
as these people can return during the 
event. Hopefully now, the stupid people 
who caused trouble on Friday night will 
understand this, and if they want to, will 
get to the event earlier. 

There are a few options to alleviate the 
problem, including refusing admission 
after 11pm and stopping bar extensions. 
The options wil l have been discussed by 
the time you read this. 

I feel sorry for the majority of people 
who come to events, don't cause any 
trouble and really enjoy themselves. It is 
unfair that their entertainment is spoiled 
by the minority of pissed-up people who 
have such a problem with the egos that 
they need to cause as much trouble as 
possible on the door. 

These people are Sad Bastards and 
make I.C. what it is. The violent tactics 
employed by certain individuals should 
not be allowed to continue. It should be 
stopped now, before it's too late. 

Thanks to everyone who had a good 
time on Friday and didn't cause hassle. 
Remember to bring your Union Cards this 
Friday. Many thanks to all those who 
helped out. 

BJ (Ents Chairman) 
on behalf of the entire Ents Commitee 

Useless whinging 
Dear Sir, 

As a result of recent mental illness I 
feel almost obliged to defer the second 
year of my mathematics degree. 

In the course of beginning to resolve 
my, considerable, debts, I decided (finally) 
to obtain my ICU and ULU cards, to 
which I am entitled. 

As a registered student of IC Mr B 
Turner cannot in law prevent me from 
obtaining these cards (which are, as we 
know, very useful). 

I have been to registry and confirmed 
the facts of the matter and believe you 
me; the next time I personally hear that 
Mr Turner has been so shoddy in his 
behaviour to an IC student, I will, through 
ULU do my best to get that bureaucrat 

dropped on from a considerable height. 
Name withheld by request. 

Just to clear this up: Having defered 
your second year you are no longer a 
registered student, thus you are not 
entitled to your ICU and U L U cards. 
Registry told you that ypu were as 
they had not, at that time, been 
informed of your withdrawal. When 
you approached Mr Turner he offered 
to give you the cards, val id up until 
the date at which you were going to 
withdraw, but you refused his offer. 
There are a lot of things wrong with 
this Union, but they aren't helped by 
pointless whinging. 

A S F 
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What's On Past promises 
Dear Andy, 

Perhaps you could help me. I seem to 
remember that back in the dim distant 
past of 1988, you and I were among 400 
students who moved into Southside. I 
could have sworn that the Reapps back 
then were getting hot under the collar 
about 'huge rent increases' and 'exploiting 
Freshers'. They wrote letters and 
compared figures and said ugly things 
like 'most expensive student 
accommodation in Britain' and 'rent 
strike'. 1 was even under the impression 
that the highly organised authorities from 
across the road responded. Perhaps I am 
wrong, but 1 could have sworn that a 
quote like 'no further rent rises for the 
next three years' emanated from the 
mass of red tape. I understand that you 
will shortly be rejoining us in Southside. 
Perhaps when you do, you will be kind 
enough to check your rent bill. Mine now 
appears to be £46 per week, a rise of 
£6pw over the past two years. 

There also seems to be a new 
requirement this year, which has come as 
a surprise to resident, warden and 

Clinical 
Apologies 
Dear Andy, 

On behalf of the silent majority at 
Mary's 1 would like to apologise to the IC 
Union candidates who came to the 
Hustings on Monday 4th and had to 
defend themselves against the absolute 
peak of arrogance and bad manners that 
are so legendary to medics. In the face of 
the successful merger agreement and the 
wholly reasonable stand taken by the 
candidates in the few brief moments 
when they were given the chance to set 
out their views, this behaviour was 
inexcusable and may with some 
justification have pushed IC-Mary's 
relations back into the Dark Ages. 

However, the date set for the Hustings, 
on the first day of Rag Week, was 
unfortunate and 1 hope that in the light of 
this those candiates will take their 
reception at Mary's with a large pinch of 
salt. Please rest assured that Mary's 
politics (illegible—TS) are usually slightly 
more sober, and the majority who were 
there will probably cringe with 
embrarrassment when they look back on 
Monday night's events. 

A Mary's Student, 
Name Withheld by Request. 

I know at least one candidate who' l l 
be happy to hear this. Thanks . 

A S F 

Student Union alike. We are required to 
clear our rooms over the Easter break or 
pay four weeks full rent, as opposed to 
the usual one week. Perhaps this is 
because the college residence fund has 
done something stupid like overbook the 
conference facilities or run up a £21 
million overdraft. 

Please tell me, are my suspicions 
accurate or am I just another left-wing, 
layabout student in the grip of a drug 
induced hallucination? 

Yours sincerely, 
Charles Sanderson, Selkirk Reapp. 

Your suspicions are accurate 
(although I don't know about the 
hallucinations and drugs). However, 
due to some frantic work by E l 
Presidente, the Easter thing is sorted 
out: You 're only going to have to pay 
a weeks rent to leave your gear in 
your room. 

A S F 
P.S. The overdraft is actually only 
£20.5 Million... 

Good for 
• • • • 

I'd just like to thank Spenser Lane for 
this letter, which was one of the most 
sparkl ing pieces of self-gratification 
I've ever seen. Cheers Spenser, it 
gave us all a good laugh and was 
quite good at heating up the office at 
3 am the other morning... 

A S F 

AN UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS 

Kung Fu 4.30pm 
Union Gym. 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 5.00pm 

413 Maths. 
Yoga 5.30pm 
Southside 
Christian Union Meeting 6.00pm 
308 Computing. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Fencing Club Training 6.40pm 
Club training. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and join in. 
Southside Disco .8.30pm 
Southside Bar. 

SATURDAY 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in Southside Gym. 

SUNDAY 
Sunday Service 10.00am 
Anteroom Sherfield Building. See West London 
Chaplaincy. 
Catholic Chaplaincy Mass 11.00am 
53 Cromwell Road. 
Wargames l.OOpm 
UDH. All welcome. 
Yoga 10.30am 
Southside Gym. 
Kung Fu Club 4 . 3 0 p m 
Wu Shu Kwan in the Union Gym. 
Catholic Mass 6.00pm 
53 Cromwell Road, followed by supper. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• A L L IC Radio Members: There will be an 
Annual General Meeting on Thursday 21 
March at 12.45pm in Northside. 
ACCOMMODATION 
• F L A T SHARE in Ongar Road, Fulham. 2 
male ug/pg's needed to fill vacated room. 
Available from 1.4.91. £48 pw plus bills each. 
Interested...phone 071-386 0423. 
FOR SALE/WANTED 
• WANTED : A copy of the video of the 
International Night of 1991. Will to pay for it. 
Contact ext 3688. 
• FOR SALE: Have fun this Easter...Unwanted 
Christmas present. Brand new Dawes Tandem 
531 tubing, 18 speed Shimano. Retail price 
£850, going now for £730 ono. 
• CAR TYRES for sale. One ach almost new 
Dunlop D8 and Firestone—size 185 x 60 x 14 
to suit GTi, XR3i etc. £15 each or £25 pair. 
Martin Davies ext 4065. 
• TRAIN TICKET to Manchester for sale. 
Unused return portion of saver return, valid 
until 7.4.91. Worth £17-any offers? Martin 
Davies 4065. 



LETTERS 

More facts and figures To join or 
Dear Editor, 

In response to Yasmin Saudi's article 
entitled 'Facts and Figures', I would like 
to correct some of Miss Saudi's figures 
themselves. 

'The UN General Assembly set a 
partition plan for Palestine in October 
1947 to create two states, one for the 
Jews and one for the Arabs', and to alot 
the Jewish State 56.6% of the land of 
Palestine of which 90% was Arab owned 
and 50% Palestinian Arab populated. 

Well 81% of the land of Palestine was 
already in Arab hands. Britain had set up 
the Kingdom of Trans Jordan on most of 
the land of Palestine. The 56.6% of the 
remaining 20% alloted to be a Jewish 
State was for the most part hostile desert 
and coastal sand dunes. 90% was not 
Arab owned. British government statistics 
maintain that prior to the state, 8.6% of 
the land area now known as Israel was 
owned by Jews; 3.3% by Arabs who 
remained there; 16.5% by Arabs who'd 
left the country. More than 70% was 

' owned by the Government. Under 
International law, ownership passed to 
Israel in 1948. (Survey of Palestine, 1946, 
British Mandate Government p.257). 

Thre was never a 50% population of 
Palestinian Arabs in the territory 
allocated to Israel, though there was a 
massive population increase; the infant 
mortality amongst Moslems was recorded 
to have fallen from 19.6% in 1922 to 14% 
in 1939, the non-Jewish population soared 
by 75.2% as Jewish revitalisation of the 
area brought in thousands of Arab 
immigrants from Syria and Egypt during 
the mandate, Britain simultaneously 
limiting Jewish immigration in the 
notorious 'white papers' 1921, 1929 and 
1939. Arab increase was largest in areas 
of intensive Jewish development—Jaija 
216%, Jaffa 134% and Jerusalem 90% 
(contrasted with 42% in Shechem (Nablus) 
40% in Jenin) (...statistics taken from the 
Palestine Royai Commission Report 1937 
p279). 

The Arab immigration was undoubtedly 
higher, as above statistics are for those 
'Palestinians' who immigrated with all the 
required formalities, as opposed to those 
who crossed into Palestine quietly. 
UNRWA ultimately defined a Palestinian 
Refugee as a needy person whose normal 
residence was Palestine for a minimum of 
two years preceding the outbreak of the 
conflict of 1948. Britain was of course 
restricting Jewish immigration to 10,000 a 
year for five years. 

'The independence of Israel was not the 
independence of the indigenous people of 
Palestine' how indigenous were the 
Palestinian Arabs? If we talk about 
expulsions, surely we should differentiate 

between those Arabs who left temporarily 
to make room for the liberating armies of 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Iraq, and the 
hundreds of thousands of Jews who were 
expelled from the Arab countries. 

'White democracy does riot constitute 
an integral part of most Arab regimes, it 
is not absent. Egypt has licensed parties...' 
I know there is a measure of freedom of 
speech in Egypt. Egypt has a peace-treaty 
with Israel, that was one of the central 
themes of the Jewish Society exhibition! 

'In Jordan democratic elections took 
place recently'—true again. King Hussain 
has eliminated any serious opponents. He 
killed 20,000 Palestinians in 'Black 
September' and many other people since 
(if Jassir Arafat is so interested in 
promoting the welfare of Palestine why 
has he been so supportive of their worst 
enemy?). 

'It should have been specified that the 
only states linked to terrorism are Syria, 
Libya and Iraq'.—well that's Miss Saudi's 
words not mine. I could argue but why 
split hairs? 

'Violence and upheaval have been 
worsened by the impact of Israel', I think 
the opposite is true. The only thing the 
Arab states can get united about is the 
annihilation of Israel! 

As to the rest of the article, let's just 
say that a claim by Arafat that the 
National Charter (which calls for the total 
elimination of Palestine as its objective, 
with armed struggle as the only means of 
attaining the objective) is lapsed, although 
in the formal verse (illegible—TS) it is still 
operative may be acceptable to Yasmin 
Saudi, but to the people of Israel, who 
remember Fatah attrocities such as the 
'Metullah Kindergarten massacre, and 
who have seen PLO terrorist attacks 
attempted by Fatah since the famous 
1989 declaration, are rather more 
sceptical. 

If progress wil l be made in solving the 
Palestinian Problem, the Palestinians will 
need to find a better representative than 
the PLO. 

They can only offer Israel peace and 
security in exchange for land. If Israel is 
not convinced that she will gain any 
peace or security but rather, will be 
indefensible to old threats -plus a new 
one, her people cannot take the risk. 
Would you trust Mr Arafat if your life and 
those of your family were threatened? 

The purpose of the J-Soc exhibition was 
to show the students of Britain what sort 
of organisation the PLO is. In retrospect a 
waste of time as by joining Iraq in their 
Jihad, Mr Arafat has done a better job 
than any student here ever could. 

Michael Factor, 
Materials Science 1. 

Dear Andy, 
Following the grand pledges of the 

Union presidential candidates at the 
Hustings on Thursday night to get post­
graduates more involved with the Union, 
I feel compelled to explain exactly why 
we post-grads don't tend to be 
particularly enthusiastic. 

To start with, I don't beleive I have 
ever seen such a pathetic show for a 
Hustings, heard such inane questions and 
some fairly inane answers to boot. It 
should have been held at lunchtime, 
when 'average' students are in the JCR, 
not just candidate-groupies, whose mental 
agility only stretches as far as designing 
and testing paper aeroplanes during 
speeches, and sabbaticals heckling. 

There were, for instance, no questions 
about the total failure by the present 
sabbaticals to publicise either the opening 
or closing of nominations, the hustings or 
the ballot times. And this college, with 
such excellent printing facilities on site. A 
spot in FELIX (if there was one) is simply 
not enough—not even someone as 
'interested' as myself manages to procure 
a copy every week. Instead, it has been 
left to the candidates to advertise this, 
one of the most fundamental events of 
the Union calendar. Does the Union have 
a Publicity Officer? If so, what does s/he 
do? 

Another very grating point is that of 
'dealing with issues that relate to 
students'—a much over-used cliche on 
Thursday night. I would like to know 
precisely how the new Union President 
(or the old one, come to that) intends to 
fight such important 'relevant' legislation 
as the deregulation of Student Unions, 
further deterioration of the grant system 
and increased dependence on loans, the 
abolition of Housing Benefits and the 
expensive and futile chasing of students 
for poll tax, without national backing...i.e. 
membership of the National Union of 
Students. How one college, prestigious 
though it is (or was), believes it can 
influence the government on its' own is 
beyond me. Only with colleges united 
nationwide do students stand any chance 
of bargaining power regarding the above 
issues. 

Besides, as Paul Shanley admitted to 
me last year, this Union receives 
information and guidance from NUS 
London via ULU, so why shouldn't we 
pay for it? Many poorer colleges across 
London manage it somehow. On asking 
said President whether he thought this 
somewhat hypocritical, he simply 
shrugged. The mind boggles as to what 
excuse next years' lot will come up with. 

What amazes me most is that I'm 
supposed to be leaning towards 
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not to join? 
Thatcherite right, being 'older' and in the 
Management School. However, this place 
makes me look positively radical, a 
raving lefty even. Quite stunning. If I'd 
known what sort of a shambles this place 
was in, I would have stood for President 
myself—the Union could do with a decent 
manager, judging by the shape it's in at 
the moment—but then, I didn't even get 
to hear about the opening of the 
nominations. No sign of any posters in 
my department, anyhow. 

Your average IC student is apathetic 
and probably drink-orientated...like many 
thousands all over the country. Your 
average post-grad is very busy under a 
great deal of work pressure. This Union 
stands no chance of attracting either with 
its present sloppy, non-committal, 
lacklustre attitude. 

Yours, 
Gaynor de Wit, MSc Management, 
The Management School. 

P.S. Just in case you think I'm one of 
those armchair complainers, I was 
Publicity Officer and Societies Chair (and 
even ran for President!) at my old 
Students' Union at an engineering, 
science and business-based college like IC, 
full of apathetic students like IC, but at 
least we got a decent turn out of 
'switched on' students for most Union 
events through use of effective 
posters/campaigns/flysheets. 

IC is not a member of the NUS due to 
the result of a college-wide 
referendum, which decided that IC 
should disaffiliate from the NUS. 
There have since been further 
referendums to decide whether we 
should remain disaffiliated. So it 
wasn't the Union's decision, but the 
students'. 

A S F 
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Religion and 
Dear Andy, 
Ok. Some replies... 
1. Andy 'Logical' Cooksley (896). Don't 
think about going into Law. To quote 
Monty Python, his letter "....is interesting 
from the point of view of a professional 
logician as it contains a number of 
fallacies." 

I believe your first point states that the 
premise that the bible is fiction is as bad 
as saying that it isn't. Whether or not it is 
fiction I will come to later; but it is 
irrelevant to the point that I was trying to 
make. The summary of what I was saying 
(which you should have been able to 
deduce given only one brain cell) was 
that a majority of the population of the 
world do not believe that the bible is 
reliable factual evidence and therefore 
one cannot base an argument on it. 
Similarly it would be no use explaining to 
a barbarian with a broken Polaroid that it 
has run out of film if he believes that it 
has inside it a miniature artistic demon: 
you would have to prove it to him first, 
by opening it. Of course you cannot 
easily prove the bible, and Christians 
often reply that 'God told me its true.' 

Secondly, I suggest you look up the 
words premiss and conclusion. You could 
easily say 'Let's assume there is life after 
death then....' as indeed I already have in 
a previous letter. But let's look at the 
next statement: 'according to St Paul's 
letter to the Corinthians there is life after 
death.' Let's look at the two premisses: 1) 
St Paul really wrote it. 2) St Paul was an 
authority on the subject (he hadn't been 
dead after all). The phrase 'there is life 
after death' has suddenly become a 
conclusion! Which is, in fact, the opposite 
of a premiss. So yes, you are right, 
Cooksley, I would not allow it. Suddenly 
no good. It is no good because the two 
premisses are themselves deduced from 
the premiss that the bible is true. Which 
it isn't. 

It amazes me that someone can sound 
so smug and self- righteous ('Hmmm, 
novel logic.') and yet be so utterly 
incorrect! We finally have you, not on 
some debatable point about the bible, but 
on the hard fact that your letter is 
logically, unarguabley wrong. Its 
BULLSHIT. Not only is it illogical, but you 
attempted to prove that I am illogical!! Ha 
ha ha!! It is this kind of blind faith that is 
typical of Christians. 
2. Bible, fact or fiction. Before 
considering the bible, lets take a look at 
David Gemmel's new book. It's entitled 
'The Lion of Macedonia', and is set in 
ancient Greece. It details events and 
battles that ACTUALLY HAPPENED. 
Around these it details the lives and 
interactions of various characters, some 
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Logic (?) 
of whom also existed. According to the 
Christian logic, because we can prove 
that the battles etc actually happened we 
can happily say that the book is a work 
of fact. That because the book gives 
accurate dates and places, then obviously 
the characters actually SAID the things in 
the book. This is the what Giles and the 
Christian hierarchy would have us believe 
about the bible. 

Yes Giles, there are many events 
detailed in the bible that actually 
happened. There is much evidence to 
suggest that a meteorite hit the earth and 
caused several days of darkness, just as 
detailed in the bible. But according to the 
bible it happened because we crucified 
Jesus. According to the bible, Moses went 
into the hills and God carved the ten 
commandments for him to bring back. 
What ACTUALLY happened was that 
Moses went off alone and came back with 
the ten commandments which he SAID 
God carved. I certainly believe that Moses 
existed, but it in no way proves that God 
does. 

But, I hear you cry, Jesus was 
proclaimed prophet long' before the 
meteorite hit, so the other signs must 
have been true, thus God made the 
meteorite hit earth. Bollocks. We forget 
that every hundred or, so years someone 
is born and is proclaimed prophet or son-
of-god for his radical views of society. But 
only when, by coincidence, some major 
event like a meteorite, do people take 
this seriously enough to record the story 
and eventually base a religion around it. 
Also, at this point we notice that a 
significant number of people obviously 
told a different story to their children as 
the vast majority of people in the Middle-
East became Muslims. The events all 
happened in the Middle-East and 
presumably all the people who are now 
Muslims are descendants of the people 
who witnessed the events of the bible. 

However the main fault of the 
Christian's argument is that it also applies 
to the Koran and the texts of Buddhism 
and Hinduism. They do not seem to 
realise that, by their own faulty logic, 
their god is only one of many, and that 
most other religions are valid. So Giles, 
either your argument is utter bullshit, or 
the Koran and Gemmel's book are also 
non-fiction. Who's walking on thin air 
now, you smug git? 

And what's this about 'Jesus may or 
may not have walked on water, 
depending on what you believe' ? Either 
he did, because the bible said so, or you 
have to admit that the whole of the bible 
contains fallacies. 

Yours, 
Athena 
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St 
FELIX 

Our Special Correspondent and Tone Man present... 

Bastardword 2 
The Clues: 

Across 
I. Church imp displays monkey like 
behaviour (5). 
5. 50 makes spam light up (5). 
8. The small child who held his breath? 
(6,3,4). 
9. Refined oils find containment (4). 
10. Class B jam jar, high on shelf? (3). 
II. Gosh! It's some pigs (4). 
14. Arnold Schwarzenegger on Apri l 21st 
(3,7,3). 
15. Is ancient ritual wrong? - No! (4). 
16. One in the eye for 11 across? (3). 
17. Fledermaus and friends fly backwards 
and impale (4). 
21. Wishes of man in desert changing 
woolen bit coat (1,4,2,2,4). 
22. Salt flats for horse racing? (5). 
23. The Evening Standard magazine 
speaks volumes (5). 

Down 
1. Britons worn around the waist, I hear? 
The Church of England doesn't think so 
(5). 
2. Wise guy Nellie, Cult T-Maker? (13). 
3. Looking ashen! Sounds like Jack and 
Jill carrying water (4). 
4. The question? (2,2,2,3,2,2). 
5. Slay her? No, he'd rather bed her 
down (4). 
6. Some cats have style after degree -
twisted shapes (13). 
7. Cut glass parameters (5). 
12. Fuck the United Nations, you're no 
joy anymore (3). 

AT LAST J HE'S B A C K ! AND FRONT 
THE NEXT PART IN THE STRIP... * 

^. lN( f ) 

AND T H E 
UNIVERSITY 
O F LOST 
HOPE 

INTRODUCING 
AN ALU N E W (?) 
CHARACTER 1UU 

13. Romans count a singular eye, they 
see (3). 
15. Clean Henri, when standing in the 
river (5). 
18. Oriental dancers could hold too much 
beer (5). 
19. One very small male cat (4). 
20. He respects, the position inside (4). 
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Bastardword Issue 898 Answers 
Across 1. Autocracy 6. Cwm 7. Era 8. 
Bob 10. Maverick 12. Hi 13. Sonic 14. 
Laid Back 18. Play Solo 19. Group 21. In 
22. Arrestor 23. Can 25. K in 27. Cos 28. 
Newsagent. Down 1. Animal Magic 2. 
Travail 3. Cherubs 4. A l 5. Yen 6. Cabin 
9. Back To Front 11. Cackler 15. Pyrexia 
16. Fortune 20. Oinks 24. Inn 26. NW. 

T H E N , S U P P E N CT A M E W PLOT DEVICE"?*? 
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Editorial 
About 42 years ago a few guys got 
together in the Union Bar and decided 
that as Phoenix concerned itself solely 
with the more artistic nature of the 
written word, something else was needed. 
Thus Felix was born. 

900 issues later, he's still alive and well, 
unlike Phoenix, which despite the rather 
spectacular nature of it's namesakes death 
rites, appears to be slowly fading away. 
However, not everything has changed: In 
the very first issue of Felix there was a 
letter discussing the problems caused at 
some of the 'hops' that the Union had 
recently started, which leads me rather 
nicely on to... 

The eternal nature of the idiot 
Why is it? Us guys and gals are 
supposedly amongst the most intelligent 
people in the country, so why do some of 
us act like subhumans 

Just as an example, take last Fridays 
Ents gig in the union lounge. There was a 
bar extension until midnight, two bands, 
and a disco until 1.00 am. There were 
two constraints to entry: Firstly you had 
to pay, SI before 9.45pm, and £2 
thereafter. The second was, as usual, the 
fire regulations. Only a certain number of 
people are allowed to be in the union 
building at any one time. This is a law, 
and is not negotiable. 

Now forgive me if I've missed 
something, but all this sounds pretty 
reasonable to me. A quid is hardly a 
large amount to pay, and fire regs are 
fire regs. That's just the way things are. 

So why is it that some people have to 
try to get in for free, or try to get in after 
the building's full? What am I missing? 
Why does it seem stupid to me? 

I don't believe anyone could give me a 
convincing argument why they can't pay 
a quid. As for the fire regulations, if they 
didn't spend all night in southside (the 
money from which goes into the already 
swollen coffers of college), but came over 
to the Union Bar (cheaper, and the 
money from which goes to the Union, 
and thus back to us, the students) before 
11.30 pm, then they'd get in (and if they 
managed to make it before 9.45 they 
wouldn't even have to pay" so much). 

But instead, certain people decide that 
it would be a jolly sensible and whizzo 
idea to hassle and threaten the (unpaid) 
Ents staff, the (overworked) bar staff, 
smash windows, and physically, break 
down a door that had only just received 
a new bolt, to replace the one broken last 
time it was smashed down. 

Then providing they get in, they * ' " 
proceed to drink those vital extra couple 
of pints (on top of the numerous ones 
they've already drunk). Then they cause 
trouble, look for fights, and hassle any 
female that they take a fancy to. 

Well, it seems sensible to me, after all, 

their mates must think they're really 
hard. 

Jobs. Big Jobbies 
Imperial, in common with most colleges 
and universities, have a careers service. 
Our careers service is affiliated to the 
University of London Careers Advisory 
Service (ULCAS), and thus has access to 
all of its resources (quite a few). 

'So what?' thinks you, the devoted 
reader. Well, the upper management of 
College (ie His Rectorness, Angus Fraser, 
the managing director of college, and 
Peter Mee, College registrar) have 
decided that our careers service should 
disaffiliate from ULCAS. 

'So what?' you may still think. Well, 
Ben Turner, ICU Deputy President, has 
been doing his homework, and decided 
that this isn't a very good idea. Russ 
Clark, the head of IC Careers Service, 
Shiona llewellyn, an ULCAS careers 
advisor, Brian Steptoe, the director of 
ULCAS, and Mike Gavin, the chairman of 
the Association of Graduate Careers 
Advisory Service's credential committee, 
all agree with him. 

The main objection to disaffiliation 
revolves around the advisors themselves. 
At present they are trained by ULCAS, 
and have a very broad knowledge, and 
are thus able to advise in depth on a 
wide number of very different career 
types. If the careers services became 
disaffiliated the future employees would 
be responsible to Peter Mee, and 
ultimately to Angus Fraser. This could 
lead to graduates being encouraged to 
remain in their disciplines (thus lowering 
the range of advice available). This is 
known as a direct labour policy, and it 
could lead to problems with AGCAS, who 
are not happy about this type of advice, 
it is absolutely vital that IC's careers 
service remains a part of AGCAS, as this 
allows us access to the AGCAS Central 
Services Unit, which gives us advice, 
information, back-up, and professional 
accreditation of our careers service. 

So, now we come to the fun part. His 
Rectorness and goons have already 
decided that we are going to disaffiliate. 
Before Christmas Peter Mee told Brian 
Steptoe that IC was disaffiliating (before 
any consultation that I know of). At the 
end of last term a meeting of the Careers 
Advisors Committee was called, to discuss 
'Imperials intention to disaffiliate' (Peter 
Mee's words again). They intend to make 
the changes before the next Governing 
Body meeting, and before the next Board 
of Studies meeting. 

According to Paul Shanley, ICU 
President The only people I have spoken 
to who are agreed in principle with the 
scheme are the Rector, Angus Fraser, and 
Peter Mee.' On the 8th of March a 
meeting of the IC careers advisors 

committee decided that there was '...a 
strong consensus in the committee in 
favour of option 2'. Option 2 (one of 
many) was 'Stay in ULCAS, but bargain 
hard for a better deal'. Andrzej Skapski, 
the chairman of the committee, has 
presented this paper to His Rectorness et 
al, but they have apparently ignored it. In 
the opinion of Ben Turner and Paul 
Shanley there has been little or no 
consultation at any level. Angus Fraser 
was unaware that we are unable to 
function independently at the moment 
without a start-up investment, which 
Peter Mee should have told him, so it 
appears that they haven't even consulted 
amongst themselves. Clever, isn't it? 

The reasons they have given are two­
fold: Firstly they claim that it will be 
cheaper for College. This has been 
proved incorrect by Ben Turner, with 
help from several of the people he's 
spoken to. On top of this the costing 
they've done is incorrect, as it ignores the 
initial start-up costs to cover the loss of 
the ULCAS facilities, especially the library 
at Gordon Square. 

Secondly, managerial accountability: At 
present the careers staff answer to the 
UL, not IC. This can't be changed at 
present, but in reality it makes little 
difference. His Rectorness claims it does 
because he thinks there are too many 
companies and vacancies being advertised 
outside the field of acidemia. So in real 
terms what He's talking about wanting to 
have more control over the careers 
service so that HE can decide what jobs 
are advertised, and thus what career 
opportunities are available through the IC 
careers service. So, do you want HIM 
deciding what kind of job you should do? 
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