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'The War Comes Home 
T h e H o m e 'Office has g iven an Iraqi 
student at Imper ia l Col lege twenty-eight 
days to leave the Uni ted K i n g d o m . The 
student in quest ion sent his passport off 
in October , for what should have been an 
automat ic r enewa l of his annua l v isa. He 
heard no th ing f rom the H o m e Office for 
four months unt i l last Saturday w h e n he 
rece ived not ice to quit the country . 

The letter f rom the H o m e Office 
Immigrat ion and Nat ional i ty Depar tment 
read as fol lows, '... your stay has been 
extended to 28 days after the date of this 

notice. If y o u do not w ish to appeal , y o u 
should leave the Uni ted K i n g d o m by that 
date.' The letter was s tamped '20th 
February ' . 

The student has made the dec is ion to 
appeal , and has sought legal advice. The 
Col lege Author i t i es have p ledged their full 
support. M r Peter Mee , the Col lege 
Registrar, has wr i t ten two letters on his 
behalf, one to the sol ic i tor , co-ordinat ing 
the appeal , a n d the other to the 
immigra t i on department at the H o m e 
Office. In the letters, M r Mee demanded 

an exp lanat ion for the apparent ly 
unjustifiable deportat ion act ion. O n behalf 
of the Col lege authorit ies, he said 'We 
w i l l support h im as strongly as we can . ' 

The student said that the who l e affair 
was hav ing "a severe effect on (his) wo rk ' 
and that he wan t ed 'to stay in the 
Country long enough to f inish (his) 
degree'. 

Fe l i x respects the anonymi t y of the 
student, for reasons of fami ly and 
personal security. 

CCU Results 
The results of the C C U elect ions are as 
fol lows. The new Ci ty and Gui lds 
President is T i m Proctor ( by on ly two 
votes), the v ice-President is Luc ia 
Cl ipstone and Honsec is Na i l l Davies. 
A n g e l a Cr iesson is the new RCS 
President, R i c h a r d M u r r r a y is the vice-
President and S imon Gibbons is Honsec. 
The R S M hustings are not unt i l the 12th 
M a r c h . The R S M is current ly r id ing a h igh 
after their surpr ise v i c tory in the Bott le 
Ma t ch , the annua l rugby ma t ch w i th the 
Camborne Schoo l of Mines. T h e R S M w o n 
the football and ladies hockey but lost 
men's hockey and squash, also against 
Camborne . 

President in 
Court 

Westminster C o u n c i l has s u m m o n e d 
Un i on President, Paul Shanley , to court 
for the non-payment of his pol l - tax. M r 
Shanley said he was not sure what course 
he wou ld pursue but was par t i cu lar ly 
unhappy about the £26 court costs he 
wou ld incur. He d id not feel that he was 
prepared to go to pr ison ove r the matter. 

M r Shanley added that he felt 'gutted' 
a n d e x c l a imed ' . . long l ive L a d y Porter! ' . 
Lady Porter is a staunch Conservat i ve 
and heads Westminster Counc i l . 

ICU Elections 
Candidates present ly s tanding for the 
Sabbat ical posts of Imperia l Col lege Un i on 
are as fol lows: 

President 
Zoe He l l inger 
Spenser Lane 
Michae l N e w m a n 

Deputy President 
Jonathan Griffiths 

Honorary Secretary 
Steve Farrant 

Felix Editor 
A d a m Harr ing ton 

Monday 25th February - Kuwait Independence Day. Police 
descend on South Kensington in force, but there is no trouble. 

Papers come d o w n at 5.30pm today, and 
any add i t iona l candidates must have a 
proposer and twenty seconders by this 
t ime. If y o u are not satisfied w i th any of 
the candidates, y o u may vote 'New 
E lec t i on ' for any of the posts. 
Hustings w i l l be at 6.00pm on Monday 
4th M a r c h in St. Mary ' s U n i o n Bar and 
6.30pm on Thursday 7th M a r c h in the 
JCR . 

Vo t ing w i l l be on the 11th and 12th in 
al l departments. 

Goodbye Mr 
Chips 
Refectories Manager , M r Robert Northey, 
yesterday left the emp loyment of the 
Col lege. His f ive year contract hav ing 
exp i red , M r Nor they tendered his 
resignat ion before Chr istmas, say ing 'I've 
enjoyed mysel f v e ry much . ' 

The vacancy w i l l be t emporar i l y f i l led 
by Mr S imon Weste rman, fo l lowing w h i c h 
there w i l l be a permanent appointment. 
W h e n Fe l i x t r ied to contact M r Northey , 
at 4 .00pm on Thursday , we were to ld 
that he was '...at lunch ' . 



New Editor 
WeS^Sm 

A d a m T i n w o r t h , Fe l ix 's A r t s Editor , has 
w o n the e lect ion for edi tor of 'Cub ' , the 
student newspaper of Q u e e n M a r y and 
Westf ie ld Col lege (QMW). A d a m started a 
Physics degree at Imper ia l last academic 
year, but in the words of his senior tutor 
was ' . . .hampered by a lack of 
mathemat ica l insight ' . Af ter a first t e rm 
w h i c h A d a m describes as 'disastrous', he 
dec ided to change course a n d col lege. He 
spent the rest of the year w o r k i n g on 

Brasserie 
134 CROMWELL ROAD 

(near to Sainsburys) 
KENSINGTON, SW7 
Open 12-12.30pm 

6.00-1 lpm 
daily 

•kFriendly attentive service in an 
atmosphere of style and comfort 

•kFully licensed 
it Air conditioned 
•^Private parties of up to 40 

catered for 
+.15% discount for IC students and 

staff 
•^Recommended by prominent 

food critics nationally and 
internationally 

Early reservations advisable 
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Fe l ix , and since the start of this academic 
year has been s tudy ing Eng l i sh at Q M W , 
whi lst con t inu ing w i th Fe l i x . 

W h e n asked about his react ion to the 
result, A d a m said 'I'd feel pretty damn 
good if I d idn ' t have the f lu. . . ' . He plans 
to make Cub more regular and increase 
its qual i ty, d r aw ing on his exper ience at 
Fe l i x , and is in the process of arrang ing 
for Cub to p r in t ed by the ICU Pr int Uni t . 

A d a m has done a huge amount of w o r k 
for Fe l i x this year , despite hav ing to 
t rave l for an hour and a half to get to the 
office. A n d y Butcher , Fe l i x Edi tor , said of 
A d a m 'He's a total super hero , and 
deserves a meda l . Besides, he reads the 
same comics as me! ' 

The Fe l i x staff w i sh A d a m al l the best 
for the c o m i n g year. 

H A I R D R E S S E R S 
15A H A R R I N G T O N R O A D , 

S O U T H K E N S I N G T O N 
071-823 8968 

W e have a fantastic offer for al l y o u 
students, a cut wash and b l o w d r y 

by our top styl ist 
(wh ich no rma l l y costs around £21) 

F o r on l y £11 M e n £12 W o m e n 
C h e c k us out ! 

Cancellation 
The Gulf W a r debate has been cance l led. 
The debate was be ing organised jo int ly 
by IC An t i -War in the Gulf (AWG) and 
ICU Y o u t h Peace Th rough N A T O Society 
(YPTN), on the left and right of the 
pol i t ica l spec t rum respect ive ly . 

A W G had a l ready co l lected the one 
hundred and fifty s ignatures necessary to 
ca l l a U n i o n Ex t rao rd inary Genera l 
Meet ing . A t the suggestion of the IC 
Un i on President, Pau l Shanley , the A W G 
dec ided to ho ld U n i o n Ex t rao rd ina ry 
Genera l Meet ing at the end of the debate. 
A W G cou ld then propse a mo t i on to be 
adopted as the off icial ICU l ine on the 
'Gulf Issue'. Y P T N said that they found it 
'... unacceptable that ICU shou ld off icial ly 
support any single v i ew o n the Gulf 
War. . . ' 

Y P T N have w i thd rawn the i r goodwi l l 
f rom the debate and have cance l l ed the 
appearance of Conservat i ve M P Te r ry 
D icks who was due to speak. 

Resignation 
Geoff Reeves, Head of Col lege security, 
res igned this week. M r Reeves, 64, 
p lanned to ret i re next year , but felt that 
he w o u l d have too little t ime left to see 
through changes in col lege security that 
are current ly be ing mooted . 

M r Reeves reca l led that w h e n he took 
up his post e l even years ago, after thirty-
three years w i t h the Met ropo l i tan Pol ice 
Force , he inher i t ed a n e w l y changed 
security system. M r Reeves said that he 
d id not want his successor to inher i t 'half-
baked change' . 

Apology 
Last week 's report on the arrest of m a n 
in Garden H a l l on suspic ion of a b icyc le 
theft was inaccurate . W e stated that M r 
W o n g was happy to purchase what he 
suspected was a stolen b ike . M r W o n g 
c la ims that he was part of a 'set-up' that 
he and another student had organised to 
trap the man suspected of other thefts in 
Garden Ha l l . 
M r W o n g had been approached by the 
m a n who was t ry ing to sel l the b ike in 
quest ion. The ha l l authori t ies contacted 
the pol ice w h o instructed M r W o n g to go 
head w i th b u y i n g the bike, as this wou ld 
incr iminate the suspected thief. The m a n 
was duly arrested but because the pol ice 
were unable to prove that the b ike was 
stolen the m a n was re leased wi thout 
charge. 
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TRAVEL 

You don't have to go abroad for variety 

Staffa, Mull & Iona 
The is land of M u l l lies just off the west 
coast of Scot land, and forms part of the 
Inner Hebr ides . It is one of the largest 
islands in the U K , and is re lat ive ly 
und iscovered by tourists, w h o usual ly 
c ome on one-day coach tr ips. L y i n g to 
the west of M u l l are a who l e series of 
islands. T w o are ment i oned in this 
feature, Iona and Staffa. 

Staffa is a sma l l is land off M u l l , and is 
stark and un inhab i t ed . Yet this is land is 
famous for two things: its rock structure, 
and Fingal 's Cave . The rock is vo l can ic 
basalt, and has formed into tall ver t ica l 
'crystals ' w i th a regular hexagona l cross-
sect ion. The same rock structure is found 
at Giant 's Causeway , in Nor thern 
Ireland.and, as legend has it, the two 
places are sa id to be the ends of a 
causeway bui l t by the Irish giant, F i n n 
Mac Coo l . He dec ided that he was go ing 
to fight his Scots contemporary , F in Ga l l , 
and to do this,he had to have a means of 
gett ing there. Af ter d r i v ing each c o lumn 
into place, he went back to Ireland to 
rest before he attacked. 

Meanwhi l e , F i n n Ga l l crossed to Ireland 
to spy out the land , and, so terri f ied by 
the s leeping giant, fled back to Scot land 
destroy ing the causeway b eh ind h im . 
Fingal 's Cave is named after that same 
giant. It is a large sea cave , stretching 
back more than 60 metres into the cliff 
face. The wal ls and roof are a l l part of 
the hexagona l rock format ion , g i v ing it as 
l ight cathedral- l ike look. In good weather, 
boats can go r ight inside the cave, but 

norma l l y , access to it requires a c l imb 
d o w n the cliff-side. Boats run to Staffa 
f rom M u l l and Iona, and the routes used 
go past many un inhab i t ed islets w h i c h are 
populated by a who le var ie ty of birds. 
Quite often, seals can be spotted, sunning 
themselves a l ong the shore. 

A l though m a n y people decide to 'do' 
M u l l and Iona on a single coach c u m 
ferry tr ip f rom Oban , it is we l l w o r t h 
spending severa l days on M u l l itself. In 
the nor th part of the is land is the capital , 
Tobe rmory , said to be the most beautiful 
harbour in the w o r l d . The is land is 
mounta inous, a n d a lot of the land 
belongs to the Fores t ry Commiss i on , and 
is rented to farmers. Fences are few, and, 
p rov id ing you do no damage, y o u are 
a l l owed to go near ly eve rywhere . If y o u 
want a h i l l -wa lk ing hol iday, k n o w i n g that 
few people w i l l have been where y o u can 
go, this is a p lace to visit. There are 
several large lochs w h i c h can be fished, 
and the who le place abounds w i th 
wi ldl i fe . 

The road system in M u l l is sl ightly 
different to the rest of the U K : al l but 
about 12 mi les are single track road (with 
passing places). Despite this, getting about 
on M u l l is not difficult, because if y o u 
come up beh ind a s lower -mov ing vehic le , 
they are expec ted to move into let y o u 
past. W i t h exper ience , roads on M u l l can 
often be t raversed faster than their single 
carr iageway ma in l and equivalents: y o u 
are rare ly b l ocked . Traffic a n d populat ion 
is light; this is one of the few inhabi ted 

places i n Br i t a in where y o u can go out at 
night and not see a single art i f ic ial l ight 
source, even over an ex tended per iod of 
t ime. 

If y o u are a histor ical B r i t a in fanatic, 
then M u l l boasts two castles open to the 
publ ic , Duart , seat of M a c L e a n , and 
Torosay. Howeve r , Iona w i l l probably 
have more interest for y o u since it was 
the seat of the C o l u m b a n c h u r c h , f rom 
where miss ionar ies weresent to conver t 
the pagan Picts of ear ly Scot land. Iona 
was the place where C o l u m b a , the Irish 
pr ince and abbot, came, in the s ix th 
century, and founded an abbey f rom 
where the spir i tual affairs of Scot land 
were governed . The abbey itself (which is 
not the 6th century original) is too 
subservient to the tourist trade, but the 
rest of the i s land is v isua l ly s tunn ing 
(when the sun shines). 

It is w o r t h l eav ing the abbey to the 
tourists, and go ing out to exp lo re the rest 
of the is land. One of the reasons C o l u m b a 
dec ided to settle on Iona was its beauty, 
and this remains , largely unspo i led , even 
to this day. 

Ferr ies run to M u l l f rom O b a n in 
Strathclyde reg ion , and f rom Locha l ine , 
H i gh l and reg ion . O b a n is about 100 miles 
f rom Glasgow, a n d about 500 miles f rom 
London . Costs are, what y o u make of 
them: bed & breakfast w i th even ing mea l 
on M u l l is we l l under £20 per night. 
T a k i n g a car ove r to M u l l is not cheap, 
but it is w o r t h it in terms of f lexibi l i ty. 

T r a v e l E d i t o r i a l 
Fed up w i th exams and the stress of 
col lege life? G o on ho l iday . M u c h can be 
done on a l im i t ed budget, and if y o u are 
devo id of ideas, one of our features 
shou ld prov ide y o u w i t h some inspirat ion. 

W h e n I came to edit the t rave l features, 
I was impressed w i th the range and 
var ie ty of places students visit , and things 
students do, whi ls t on ho l iday . No 
transport? Bu i l d your o w n car and take it 
to A f r i ca (but do take better maps than 
the pilots of Bor is , page 11). L i k e trains 
and value- for-money travel? T r y inter-
ra i l ing , page 19. No money? Go and stay 
w i th a fr iend somewhere in the U K -
there's p lenty to see w i thout hav ing to 
pay to get out of the country . Th ink 
Sherfield's bureaucracy is bad? T r y the 
genuine vers ion in Ch ina or the Soviet 

U n i o n (pages 8 and 9). W h e n things go 
wrong? See the account of surgery in the 
f ield on page 10. Want to see what 
Europe was l ike a century ago? Vis i t 
places l ike Prague (page 18). 

Whateve r y o u r hol iday plans, it is we l l 
w o r t h go ing to see people l ike S T A to 
bounce ideas around, and get them 
costed. If y o u are going to another part 
of the wor ld , it may be w o r t h t ry ing 
schemes such as World Travellers Club. 

There w i l l b e a travel supplement to 
Fe l i x later on this year, whe re we hope 
to pr int al l the features that we had to 
miss out this t ime; thanks to everyone 
w h o submit ted articles. Photographs 
should be co l l ec ted before they disappear 
into the aether. 
R o l a n d F l o w e r d e w 

Nend-a-Bike 
P E T E R T H O M A S 

BICYCLE 
REPAIRS 
SALES 
A N D 
ACCESSORIES 

4-6 Effie Road 
F u l h a m , London SW6 ITD 
0 7 1 - 3 7 1 $ 8 6 7 



ADVERTISING F E A T U R E 

Help at Hand on the 
Austra l ian Adventure 
Travellers taking time off to see the 
increasingly popular sights of Australia 
can join a unique new club to provide 
them with a helping hand in their first 
tricky weeks. 

The Wor ld Travel lers Club was set 
up by two seasoned travellers in 
response to the Australian tourism 
boom which is fast making the country 
the world's number one long-stay 
destination. Since 1983 for example, 
the number of British and Irish 
travelling to the land 'down under' has 
more than doubled from 1 26 ,880 in 
1982-83 to 256 ,454 in 1988-89. 

Leigh Harris and Amanda Galbraith, 
the co-founders of the W T C , have 
developed a safety package which 
assists travellers of all ages both 
working their passage and simply 
holidaying to have a more enjoyable 
hassle-free experience. 

This system allows travellers to 
organise a free airport pick-up and 
book accommodation in their Australian 
destination before leaving home. This 
is followed by a complimentary 
orientation tour or Sydney Harbour 
Cruise. Once in the Sydney WTC 
office, travellers are assisted with tax 
file number registration —essential for 

working holiday makers and medicare 
cover. WTC staff also help with job 
and flat hunting and provide a long 
term luggage storage facility. For 
people on the move, the W T C offers a 
permanent postal address and 
telephone number from which mail and 
messages can be held in our office or 
forwarded to the travellers next port of 
call. 

The first of its kind, the World 
Travellers Club, has been operating for 
over a year in Australia, ten months in 
Britain and will shortly be networking 
throughout Australia and into Thailand 
and New Zealand. 

Life membership can be obtianed in 
Britain for a fee of £30 for a single 
person or £50 for two people travelling 
together. Members are also entitled to 
reduced rates for secretarial services, 
complimentary introductory drinks in 
local restaurants and even free 
surfboard rental! 

For £52 per person or £101 for two 
the WTC will include the first three 
nights accommodation—in a budget 
hotel owned and operated by the 
WTC —in our membership package. 

In Sydney the WTC has a travel 
agency and information bureau. Here 

Concorde House, 18 Margaret Street 
Brighton, East Sussex BN2 1TS 
Telephone: (0273) 672262 

you can book your rail, air or bus ticket 
to every destination in Australia and 
overseas. 

At the moment we are the sole 
agency in Sydney offering car 
insurance specifically catering for 
travellers who are non-residents. 

The latest addition under our 
umbrella organisation is the World 
Travellers News. This is our newly 
developing free fortnightly publication 
aimed at both overseas and budget 
Australian travellers. The World 
Travellers News is full of information 
on what 's happening 'at home' with 
current affairs, sports and 
entertainments news, from Europe, 
Candada, U S A , New Zealand and As ia . 
Travel features and tips, financial 
column and classifieds also what 's on 
and where to go in Australia and other 
features. All in all a good read. 

The whole idea of the World 
Travellers Club is to provide a quality 
service which travellers want to use, at 
a reasonable cost. Also to provide 
some security for travellers without 
being obtrusive or too much like a 
'package holiday'. 

I .C.S .F . Presents 

Picocon 9 
Guests: 

Dan Abnet 
Alex Stewart 
UNION BUILDING 

Saturday 2nd March 

SF * Fantasy * Films 
Comics 

A fun w a y t o s p e n d t h e d a y 

A U S T R A L I A 

WORLD TRAVELLERS 

•AIRPORTPICKUP •CITYTOUR 
•EMPLOYMENTSERVICE • FLATFINDING SERVICE 

• MAIL COLLECTION • LUGGAGE STORAGE 
• TRAVEL DESK • INFORMATION SERVICE 

k/e- L^I'M, tfeu Fiw Star Serv-ice. 

At A One Star Prize. 



Mr & Mrs Bridges 
I This f i lm fol lows the course of an 
A m e r i c a n upper m idd l e class 
marr iage dur ing the 1930s a n d 

1940s. Paul N e w m a n plays the part of the 
o ld fashioned, 'set in his ways ' , and 
sometimes pompous father just br i l l i ant ly 
and is somet imes very funny, pure ly 
because he is so s tubborn. 

His wife, bo th on and off screen, is 
Joanne W o o d w a r d , w h o is the typ ica l 
over-car ing a n d p roud mother , p lays this 
part br i l l iant ly . 

T h e f i lm is bas ica l ly c once rned w i t h 
how their three ch i ld ren , two girls and 
one boy, g row up. 

The son, p l a y ed by Rober t Sean 
Leonard , (the one w h o k i l l ed himself i n 
Dead Poets Society) goes f rom be ing the 
nervous y o u n g Eagle Scout through to 
be ing in the a rmy air corps due to 

war t ime exc i tement , and f inal ly end ing 
up tak ing o v e r his father's law f i rm. 

The two daughters Harr ie t and Ruth , 
p layed by Saundra M c C l a i n and K y r a 
Sedgwick, have their o w n troubles. 
Harr ie t meets G l e n at Un ivers i t y , marr ies 
in haste and finds out later that she can't 
stand her husband. Ruth , a high-spir i ted, 
sexual ly charged g i r l , departs for the 
artistic b o h e m i a of New Y o r k . 

Other not icable per formances were by 
Dr A l e x Saver (Simon Ca l l ow : Amadeus, 
A Room with a View) and also by B ly the 
Danner as Grace Ba r r on the best fr iend 
of Mrs Br idge . 

A l l i n a l l the f i lm was enjoyable , but 
not someth ing I w o u l d de l iberate ly go 
and see—my parents w o u l d love i t -
enough said? 

Hix. 

Meet the Applegates 
F Dick , Jane , J ohnny a n d Sal ly are a 

b lue-eyed, b l ond ha i red a i l -
A m e r i c a n nuc lear fami ly . J o h n n y 

(15) loves basebal l and sc ience. Sal ly (17) 
is fond of C h i c k e n McNuggets and kisses 
on the second date. D i ck and Jane are 
the perfect couple , and keep a 
wonder fu l ly average house. They even 
l ive in Med ian , Oh io . 

A l l is smi ley faces unt i l decadence takes 
its tol l ; D i ck begins to pract ise w i t h his 
namesake on his secretary a n d Jane finds 
out about the joys of plastic. Not to be 
outdone, Sal ly a n d J o h n n y get a bun in 
the oven and tu rn into a dope-crazed 
meta l freak (respectively, of course). 

Wh i l e this m a y sound l i ke smal l 
potatoes (as opposed to the gargantuan 
rooters of Die Kroppe) c o m p a r e d to an 
average episode of Neighbours the above 
scenario takes on a happy turn for the 
worse/better w h e n y o u d iscover that the 
Applegates are in fact amiab le s ix foot 
cockroaches bent on c r a c k i n g the coo ler 
of the local n u k e plant. 

Thereafter m u c h chaos ensues; Sal ly 's 
one-night stand is a la rmed to d iscover 
that not on ly is she unprotec ted but also 
invertebrate. Johnny ' s dope suppliers are 
equal ly a l a rmed to f ind just how h igh y o u 
can go and bodies start to pi le up l ike 
extras in a Char les B ronson pic. A s for 
dear little Spot the dog.. 

T o add new joy to the concoc t i on the 
moustachioed Q u e e n B e a (bad pun) shows 
up in the un l i ke l y guise of D a b n e y 
Co l eman (what is it w i th h im al l of a 
sudden ?) and proceeds w i th an all-out 
entomolog ica l assault on the nuke plant 
in the hope that al l the humans make 
way for the more resistant bug 
populat ion. 

Hoo ray ! Japanese monster, mov i e 
m a y h e m ! Coo l i ng towers g lowing green ! 
Banks of co l oured switches exp lod ing ! 
Giant subtit led insects wad ing through the 
debris in a desperate struggle for the 
future of the h u m a n race ! E t c ! 

Meet The Applegates is a n ice little 
eco log ica l satire f rom the d i rector of 
Heathers (if y o u haven't seen it y o u ought 
to), offering the rare ly seen insect 
perspect ive o n the h u m a n w a y of life. 
Have y o u ever stopped to consider the 
diffficulty of obta in ing insect pornography 
in a smal l A m e r i c a n town? Or of the 
problems i n vo l v ed in concea l ing a 
mummi f i ed secretary in a d r inks cabinet? 
O n the v i car ious side it's n ice to see 
innocents succumb to every one of the 
major categories of v ice (donkey buggery 
excepted) and the insects are ve ry cute. 

Especia l ly Sal ly . 
The Amaz ing Fly ing Gerb i l Machine 

QB u r k i n a Faso's Idrissa Ouedraogo 
first came to the attent ion of the 
Br i t i sh c inemagoers in 1989 w i th 

the highly acc l a imed Yaaba. He has 
fo l lowed it up w i th Tilai, w h i c h w o n last 
year 's G r a n d Jury Pr i ze at Cannes. 

The story centres a r ound Saga, w h o 
upon his r e turn to his v i l lage after a long 
per iod finds that his f iancee has been 
mar r i ed to his age ing father. Saga feels 
betrayed by his father, his f iancee, his 
brother and, in fact, the w h o l e v i l lage. He 
then sets up his hut close to, but separate 
f rom, the rest of the v i l lage. Howeve r , 
Saga and his former f iancee later meet 
again and make love. The v i l lagers soon 
discover the ' incestuous' re lat ionship, 
ul t imate ly l ead ing to tragic results. 

Tilai actual ly means 'the law' . 
Ouedraogo is interested in the codes 
under w h i c h society must l ive in order to 
surv ive and the consequences for an 
ind iv idua l w h e n he or she breaks those 
rules. Saga's brotr ier for examp le 
recognises that Saga must accept their 
father's dec is ion and cont inue life as best 
he can under the new c i rcumstances . 
Bo th father and son w i l l a l l ow no r o o m 
for compromise—the i r ego ism in fact 
threatens any order that has been created 
by the not ion of 'v i l lage ' o r society. The 
ties of honour w h i c h ho ld the characters 
together are also ve ry s t rong in the f i lm. 

This is of course classic mater ia l for 
tragedy (one m a y consider the similar i t ies 
w i th the Oed ipus story). Nevertheless this 
is a ve ry A f r i c a n f i lm—as Ouedraogo 
says, 'Perhaps the great Greek tragedies 
are not the on ly ones in the wor ld . . .But 
we have not h a d the chance to put ours 
in wr i t ing . ' 

But don't wo r r y , the f i lm isn't half as 
dry as I m a k e out. The f i lm is ve ry funny 
in places, and ex t reme ly beauti ful . The 
f i lm makers persuaded the br i l l iant South 
A f r i can jazz mus ic ian , A b d u l l a h Ibrahim, 
to compose a h igh ly evocat ive soundtrack 
for the f i lm. Ouedraogo himsel f 
communicates superb ly th rough the 
med ium w h i c h he operates. Image and 
sound combine wonder fu l ly , a lways it 
seems w i th the m i n i m u m of effort or fuss. 
It a l l seems so s imple, yet has been 
br i l l iant ly fabricated to produce a v isua l ly 
s tunning w i n d o w on a v e r y r i ch wo r ld . 

I.H. 

— F i l m 
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The Slow Moving Snail presents more thoughts... 

Tonics for the Tube 
Twenty-one floors up creates a wonder fu l 
v i ew of sunrise over L o n d o n . Ye t there is 
a sense of be ing boxed . Caged above 
London one a n d a quarter hours f rom 
college gives me a sense of nausea as I 
start each n e w day. To spark-up m y m i n d 
f rom this d o l d r u m I resort to the book. 

The first book leans against the wa l l of 
the toilet. A s m y yesterday's mea l 
p lummets twenty-one floors - does it 
behave as Gal i l eo suggests? W e l l , I 
suppose it is a far cry f rom bal ls off P isa -
1 read a light tonic . A dog that flies a 
Sopwi th , is terr i f ied of the loca l cat, goes 
into ' re ject ion' state as his first nove l 
cannot f ind a publ isher . The r e is on ly one 
cartoonist w h o can create such a 
psychot ic character , Char les Schultz . I re­
read these car toons every day, 
empathis ing w i t h Char l i e B r o w n . No one 
else could persuade themselves that they 
are needed by arguing w i th a tree that 
eats kites, or be so bored w i t h life and so 
unable to talk to the g ir l he fancies. 
Char l ie expresses m y feelings in a w o r l d 
of poo l -p lay ing beagles a n d ice-hockey-
p lay ing little ye l l ow birds, a fantastic 
wo r l d in w h i c h the sad a n d frustrated 
become a cause to smile. I have a book 
that psychoanalyses the characters in 
A l i c e in W o n d e r l a n d , has anyone done it 
to Char l i e B r o w n ? 

James Thurbe r was in m a n y ways a 

again l eav ing on ly a g i r l , a boy and the 
last f lower. T h e f lower becomes a s ymbo l 
of love that is needed to create hope. 
Thurber - Volumes 1 and 2 are great 
books for the morn ing throne. Sadly they 
are too heavy for the tube. 

For the long tunnel of the underground 
I r e c o m m e n d a John Ste inbeck book, or 
some poetry. 

Ste inbeck has recent ly been 
republ ished, a good th ing as some of his 
novels were becoming scarce. Cannery 
Row is a p lace in w h i c h 'whores , p imps, 
tragic figure, b l i nd in one eye due to a 
ch i ldhood accident , and s l ow ly go ing 
b l ind in the other , a lways w o r r i e d about 
be ing run-over wh i l e wea r ing dirty 
underpants. H i s cartoons, short stories 
and fables are co loured w i t h sharp i rony 
and an eve ryday sense of the absurd. His 
Red R id ing H o o d b lows the head off the 
wolf. A seal l ies on the headboard of the 
bed as the husband dismisses his wife's 
c l a im to have heard a bark. 

A s a wr i ter for the New Yorker he 
dood led cartoons at unbe l i evab le speed, 
these jokes eventua l ly got p r in ted and 
made his reputat ion. His favourite cartoon 
was a story he d r e w whi l e depressed 
dur ing the second w o r l d war . It is cal led 
The Last Flower, the w o r l d be ing 
destroyed by pol i t ic ians a n d rel ig ious 
fanatics, be ing rebui l t and destroyed 

gamblers, a n d sons of bitches, ' become 
'Saints a n d angels a n d mar t y r s a n d ho ly 
men ' , at least through the met icu lous ly 
detai led images that ce lebrate life and 
express a l ove of his characters . 
Steinbeck's w o r l d is power fu l enough to 
lose your sense of real i ty whi ls t hang ing 
onto those back handles as you w i n d 
through the tunnels . A must for those of 
us that otherwise close our eyes to 
escape from the i nhuman w o r l d of 
L o n d o n Unde rg round . 

Gav in Ewar t can now be read on the 
tube. He is one of several poets 
ce lebrated by the nat ional Poetry Soc iety 
us ing posters of their w o r k . Th is m o n t h 
Gav in is l aunch ing a new co l lec t ion, of 
his poems over the past decade. He w i l l 
be reading and ta lk ing about his w o r k at 
the Poetry Society, 21 Earls Court Square 
(just by Earls Cour t tube) on 14th M a r c h 
at 7:30pm. G a v i n has been wr i t i ng poet ry 
for many years g iv ing his w o r k great 
breadth and interest ing histor ica l 
deve lopments . H is w a r poems contrast, 
and thereby confuse, the fantasy of the 
cardboard cut-out target w i t h the 
breath ing h u m a n . His short funny poems 
are med i c ina l tablets against feel ing too 
serious. T a k e these books and don't let 
the wo r l d get y o u down . 

AMNESTY! 
on display in 

the JCR 
5- 7 March 

Your chance to find out about 
Amnesty International, its work 
and what you can do to deop. 
Plus letter writing stall and sale 
of Amnesty goods on Tuesday 
and Thursday lunchtimes. 
Organised by Imperial College 
Group. 



Escape from China along the Karakoram Highway 

A Passage to Pakistan 
It was a better bus than I'd hoped for. 
M e n w i th rugged macho faces, w i l d but 
shapely beards and we l l establ ished 
moustaches m o o c h e d amidst acres of 
luggage. The i r heads were c r owned w i th 
weather-beaten turbans a n d they were 
dressed in baggy cotton suits and long 
woo l l en waistcoats. V a c u u m tea sets, pots 
and pans, sacks of t insel and other 
Chr is tmas decorat ions burst f r om c lo th 
bags. It took almost three hours to 
ba lance it a l l on the roof and fight out 
the seating p lan . There we re three 
Japanese, two Swiss, one Nepalese, two 
Br i t i sh and twe lve Pak is tan i passengers. 
Eve ryone wanted a w i n d o w seat. D u r i n g 
the two day journey we were to cross the 
highest pass in the wor ld . A t 16,540 ft the 
Khunjerab pass traverses the highest 
concentrat ion of lofty peaks anywhere in 
the wor ld . The K a r a k o r a m , the Parmirs , 
the H imalayas and the H i n d u K u s h al l 
meet in a un ique ly chaot ic jumbled 
splendour. 

One hour into the r ide, and as we 
approached the outskirts of the oasis, the 
dr i ver stopped, abandoned the bus and 
took up res idence on a sol i tary wooden 
f ramed bed at the road side. A s he dozed 
we al l ate c o l d noodles nearby . 

Three hours out of Kashgar we hit the 
Ghez val ley. A n unders i zed stream 
t r i ck led through an overs i zed w ide basin 
of g lacial mora ines and convo lu t ed 
sandstone layers. Under prec ip i tous 
overhangs we sped, on r o u n d lumpy 
corners suffering f rom r o ck fall debris. 
'Wooden ' knots and grains spira l led 
through the rock . The cliffs rose up at 
such an angle that even b y c ran ing m y 
neck as far as possible the sky was not i n 
sight. The first check-point and g r u m p y 
official came an hour or so later and f rom 
here the road g r ew gradua l ly worse; in 
fact it seemed a mirac le that any road 
cou ld exist at a l l . 

Snow-covered , shattered peaks replaced 
blue skies and distances c o u l d no longer 
be judged. Eve r y th ing seemed so close, 
whether one or fifty k i lometres away. 
The road c l imbed steeply and the engine 
adopted that wh in ing mono tone drone of 
mechan ica l s t ra in . Per iod ica l l y the track 
d isappeared a n d the bus swayed off into 
the desert career ing over rocks a n d 
boulders and through streams to rejoin 
the ' road ' a little further on . 

It descended the rol ler-coaster stretches 
of corrugated k idney- bash ing channels at 
b r eakneck speed, seeming ly out of 
contro l . The Pakistani passengers sat 
huddled on their seats l ike Antarc t i c 
penguins, feet and l imbs tucked into 
layers of b lubberous clothes and scarfs, 
b l i nk ing eyes squeezed be tween turbans 
a n d vei ls. 

W e passed road side wo rke r s camps 
and t iny col lect ions of flat roofed single-
storey square m u d dwel l ings , sport ing 

wav ing kids cocooned in mul t ip le layers. 
A t 196 k i lometres f rom Kashgar and at 
an altitude of 3,900 metres we passed 
Karaku l i Lake , w i th horses, yaks and 
camels in scattered dots, g raz ing the 
fertile plains. The hor i zon was dominated 
by the massive Muztagata Mounta in , its 
5,000 m vastness o v e r w h e l m i n g and its 
glaciers s l ow ly spi l l ing forth. 

W e stopped for a brief toi let stop at the 
co ld , numb ing height of 12,000 feet. A s 

w h o acted as if this was the first bus they 
had seen, it p robab l y was! In ruffled, 
baggy uni forms, brains n u m b e d w i th co ld 
and boredom, they gave a cursory glance 
at the paper w o r k and ushered us on . 

A t ten p"m Bei j ing t ime, we reached the 
little frontier outpost of Tashkurgan 260 
k m and ten hours dr ive f r om Kashgar . 
W e stopped here for the night. The 
rooms were c l ean and co l d for 10 y u a n 

the sun sank, p remature l y ex t inguished 
by the rugged scenery , the Pakistanis 
threw off their robes and squatted in 
rubble-f i l led dra inage ditches. A star ing, 
contorted c a m e l t ra in of K i r gh i z nomads 
passed us by. 

A t dusk we reached the Tashkurgan 
checkpo int w i t h its two bemused guards 

(£1). The Japanese cloclP i n recept ion 
ch imed ten a n d p layed a l itt le tune, 
w h i c h the Japanese sang a long and 
giggled to. T h e hotel was r u n by bad-
tempered H a n Chinese w h o hated 
every th ing a n d everyone, inc lud ing 
themselves. The r e was no hot water for 
tea in the d in ing r oom, a n d beer (our last 

for a while) was twice the no rma l pr ice . 
The r ice, vegetable and egg dishes that 
we o rdered took forever. It didn't help 
their m o o d that we were keen to get r i d 
of our change and pa id in one, two and 
five fen notes, (O.lp). I f i l led m y meta l 
d r i n k i n g bott le w i t h hot wa te r f r om a 
boi ler and put it in m y bed for an hour 
or so, p ray ing for it not to leak. The 
duvet was th ick and m y sleep was deep. 

It was hard to get out of b ed at 8.30am. 
The restaurant was c losed so we s tocked 
up on little ha rd f lower-shaped frozen 
biscuits f rom a m a n w i th a box fu l on the 
road outside. The bus pu l l ed out at 
9.00am a n d w e sat sh iver ing . I pee led an 
apple out of the w i n d o w a n d lost the 
sensation in m y hands. W e sat a n d bit on 
the hard biscuits and I s tamped m y 
n u m b e d feet on the floor. 

Af ter half an hour we b r o k e d o w n . The 
dr i ver opened the doors and f iddled w i th 
the engine. W e sat and sh ivered . He 
didn't bother to fix it - we drove on a l l 
the same. T h e mounta ins were more 
spread out as we crossed the w ide 
grasslands, sp l i ced by a v i v i d blue r iver . 
W e chewed biscuits and hurt our teeth on 
those that w e r e st i l l f rozen. 

A t mid-day w e reached the Chinese 
border post of P i ra l i , a ten bu i ld ing , 
nowhere place, about 200m long, w i th a 
bank, a customs check po int and a 
passport-stamping r oom. A k a r k y tent 
boasted 'Fore ign Fr iends Rest Place ' . H o w 
Chinese, how meaningless, how f inal. I 
was weary of this country and of m y 
three m o n t h cont inuous struggle w i t h 
baff l ing and pointless bureaucracy . 
Theend was now in sight. 

The effort to un load the bus was hard ly 
w o r t h the hassle. Customs was a joke, 
and we went in search of food. In the 
passport-stamping r o o m they sold bottles 
of Coca-cola, duck- shaped biscuits, t inned 
fruit and tea sets for 'Fore ign Fr iends ' . 
W e squatted in the midd le of the road 
and wol fed d o w n some t inned cherr ies 
before they froze! T w o hours after 
a r r i v ing , we were w a v i n g the Chinese 
soldiers a n d C h i n a bye bye . 

No-mans- land was b leak and Scott ish. 
The road c l imbed higher f r om the r iver 
bed and across a bog-land. Lakes and 
brooks lay f rozen and whi te in the 
tundra . Y a k s a n d buffalo grazed and 
stared and people l ooked up f rom their 
toi l w i th shel l -shocked expressions. B y 
mid-afternoon w e had reached point zero 
at 16,000 feet. Pakis tani a n d Chinese 
soldiers stood and chatted at the 
monument a n d the bus w h i z z e d past. 

A steep, nerve- f ray ing descent fo l lowed, 
fraught w i t h double ha ir -p in bends. Ta l l 
na r row gorges l ike huge doors ajar 
revea led tanta l i z ing gl impses of other 
k ingdoms, sh in ing bright snowfie lds and 
jagged, carn ivorous , toothed peaks. It was 
l ike be ing l owered into a deep we l l , 
s tra in ing ever more to see sky . Huge 

hang-gl ider-sized eagles swooped and 
spira l led be low, and b ig b lack rooks 
f lapped by in format ion. Y u r t s (a sort of 
tent) lay sp r ink l ed a r ound the r i ver 
val leys and s t reaky co ld waters gushed 
by. 

Late in the af ternoon w e reached D i h , 
the Pakis tan check-point , a l itt le ' garden ' 
nur tured pa instak ing ly to life, a l ittle oasis 
germinated in the rubble . T h e barr i e r was 
raised by the inv is ib le gardener . Someone 
got on and the door refused to close. A 
passenger k i c k e d it and wedged it fast. 
The Chinese dr iver tr ied in v a i n to repair 
it. The sc rewdr i ve r had no effect on the 
door and was instead tu rned on the 
passenger. 

'Foreign Friends Welcome 

Resting Here' 

W e pressed on under over -hang ing 
gorges w h i c h turned the r oad into a 
tunne l . The dr i ve r dodged fresh landsl ide 
mater ia l and the bus p i tched and y a w e d 
l ike an ove r l oaded camel . T h e snowy 

grey peaks rose up as far as y o u cou ld 
imagine and then twice as h i gh again. 
The Kunjerab R i v e r f lowed into the 
H u n z a R iver , sh in ing whi te and dazz l ing . 
In the af ternoon sun the c a n y o n wal ls 
swir led immisc ib l y in different b rowns 
l ike an oi l-painter 's pallet, be low the 
awesome, steely-grey, dog-tooth 
tombstone peaks. The sky was a v i v i d 
unnatura l b lue . A r o u n d each corner , as I 
marve l l ed at the o ve rpower ing enormi ty 
of each spiky peak another e ven greater, 
more rugged, soar ing spotlit summi t c ame 
into v iew. 

Be low if was Sust, the Pak is tan border 
and immigra t i on post. T h e t o w n itself is 
just a jumbled co l lect ion of single storey 
shacks, w i th names b e y o n d their status; 
'The Khunjerab Hote l ' , ' The Sust 
International Hote l ' . Customs and 
immigrat ion are some equal ly shabby 
wooden huts i n a c our t ya rd o n the left, 
fenced off by a dry stone w a l l and a 
barbed wire topping . 

I had on ly eaten frozen biscuits a n d 
t inned cherries a l l day. The restaurant 
signs pro t rud ing over the w a l l were too 
much . After queu ing to wa i t for passport 
formalities I cou ld wait no longer. Out of 
the c ompound Sust had the atmosphere 
of a large a i ry A l p ine c a m p i n g site. I 
enquired where the toilets were . 
'This is an open area.. .you crap in the 
desert' 
The 'desert' was a stony g lac ia l mora ine 
affair w i th a gurg l ing me l twater stream 
gushing southwards. A rea l toilet w i th a 
v iew. The bags were be ing un loaded 
when I re turned . Just out of the ' town 
centre ' was the Moun ta in Rescue Inn. It 
was a smal l co l l ec t ion of ho l iday camp 
terraced chalets. It was c l ean a n d 
pleasant and the people we re fr iendly, 
quite a nove l ty - a cur ious b l end of 
Br i t i sh co lon ia l i sm, Islamic hospital i ty, 
and Mus l im fundamenta l i sm; of cr icket 
pitches on pr ist ine lawns a n d jost l ing 
hor izons of v i l lage c h u r c h spires a n d 
mosques, crescent moons a n d w i n d 
vanes. 

W i t h a pot of sweet m i l k y tea I sett led 
down to read the visitors book . There 
were Be lg ian wri ters , Po l i sh geologists, a 
convent ion of m i lk -men f rom a l l over the 
wor ld , Br i t i sh thieves, vagabonds, 
astronauts, space travel lers, Aust ra l i an 
mi ik maids, A f ghan war lords , grave-
diggers and mart ians . I neve r read such 
frivolit ies in Chinese visitors books. 

It was on ly after l eav ing C h i n a that I 
real ised what was missing, h o w b a c k w a r d 
and abnorma l l y stifled it was; how 
arti f icial and synthet ic the pub l i c 
fr iendship was, a n d how oppressed and 
frantic the peop le were benea th their 
lampshade hats. W e had s l ipped through 
the K a r a k o r a m cur ta in a n d escaped f rom 
the China 's suf focat ing suppression. I was 
g lad to be free. 



Travelling on the cheap isn't always fun. 

IRAN EL Istanbul Blues 
Eas ing the weight off m y in jured foot, I 
leant on the recept ion desk. A weather-
beaten b ib l i ca l face peered up from his 
paper. 
'Dormitory. . . ' , I began. The s tubbly face 
r ema ined b lank, '...kac l i ra? ' , I cont inued. 
'Bes b in. . . ' c ame the muff led rep ly ba rked 
through his th ick b lack moustache . 

I pa id in advance , and left m y passport 
as requested. The moustache ventured 
out f rom his desk and b e c k o n e d as he 
headed for a battered, handle-less door in 
the corner . K i c k i n g it open, he descended 
into the g loom of a To lke in style 
dungeon. A so l i tary sky-l ight i l luminated 
the f laking, r anc id wal ls w h i c h cur led 
d o w n to the hote l cel lar. T h e stairs 
f lowed into an i r regular ly-shaped grotto 
swamped by a slag-heap of b lack dusty 
rubble . M y guide stepped off the f inal 
stair into the fi lth. I hobb led in his wake . 

He opened the door in front of h im. It 
revea led a r o o m that w o u l d comfor tab ly 
have he ld one double bed , but was 
c r o w d e d by the four double bunks w h i c h 
l ined the wal ls a n d w indows . A shredded, 
green, cobweb-coated mosqui to mesh 

hung l imp ly across each tarn ished pane. 
T w o m i l l enn ium of Constant inople gr ime 
caked the glass and tainted the twi l ight. 

'This one... or this one ' m u m b l e d the 
moustache, gestur ing to two bunks w h i c h 
a l ready had rucksacks s t r ewn over them. 

'They move out today, ' he assured me. 
The little dungeon master scutt led back 
upstairs to lie in wait for some more 
budget travel lers. 

The squal id appearance of the little 

r o o m was eased by its inmates. The 
bunks were home to a b u n c h of 
backpackers , modern-day explorers 
t rad ing travel ler 's tales of hash-hazed 
fe lucca trips d o w n the Ni le , of pre-
T i ananmen C h i n a , and of Top Deck t rave l 
throughout Eastern Europe . 

I sunk onto a soi led sheet and released 
m y throbb ing foot f rom the scuffed 
basebal l boot. The insignif icant blister of 
three weeks ago had turned septic. N o w 
the hot anger of infect ion throbbed 
through m y weary nerves. The swol l en 
festering foot intr igued m y room-mates. 
Someth ing else to record i n their t rave l 
logs, no doubt! 

In impeccab le Eng l i sh , a Swed ish med ic 
vo lunteered his services. A f te r some 
painful p rodd ing , he offered to lance it. 
A n Aust ra l i an graphic designer donated 
the scalpel a n d some antibiot ics. The foot 
was bathed, the scalpel burnt , and the 
Swede scrubbed up. 

I lay back on the lumpy mattress, a 
towe l gr ipped be tween m y teeth. Gaz ing 
up at the sagging, sta ined mattress above 
me, 1 stifled m y first scream.. . 

W O R L D L E A D E R S I N 
I N D E P E N D E N T T R A V E L 

Low cost flights on quality airlines 

Special fares for students 

Weekend breaks, tours & group 
bookings 

Well travelled consultants to guide you 

Over 120 offices worldwide 

Pick up a copy of your free 
Student Travel Handbook now! 
Imperial College, 
Sherfield Building, Prince Consort Road, London SW7 2AZ i/J 

ULU TRAVEL 



Proof that Imperial College engineers can build a car that can 
reach Kenya overland and rally with the best in Egypt... 

T h e Adventures of Bor i s 

This is a story of eve ryday mechan ica l 
eng ineer ing graduates w h o dec ided to do 
something different. They wanted 
adventure, a n d one of them, Mark Sealy, 
wanted to bu i l d a car. A p lan was 
hatched to attempt the dr i ve f rom 
B i r m i n g h a m to L o n d o n and on across the 
Sahara in just three months. 

The team of eight inc luded graduates 
f rom Imperial Co l lege such as Mar t in 
Baker and T r e vo r Power w h o apparent ly 
ga ined a reputat ion in Ci ty & Gui lds 
Motor Club, but had never before 
designed or bui l t a veh ic le for such a 
demand ing journey . Mark used ma in l y 
Lada mechanica ls in a cus tom tubular 
steel chassis but incorpora ted a Jaguar 
rear-axle and a nove l cross- l inked 
suspension system to help r ide the dunes. 
The four-wheel-drive vehic le , chr istened 
'Bor is ' , was comple t ed and set off on its 
first journey th rough France wi thout 
proper tr ia l , a l ong w i th two product ion 
Ladas. 

Birmingham to Nairobi 
Crossing into Morocco v i a Gibral tar , the 
lure of the Sahara became rea l . In A l g e r i a 
they stocked up w i th 156 gallons of 
petro l and 37 gallons of water . Af ter a 
f inal bath a n d game of cr icket , they set 
off, nav igat ing b y dead r e ckon ing us ing 
1:1 mi l l i on maps. This technique is 
neither accurate in distance no r d irect ion, 
but fo l lowing the tracks of o ther Saharan 
traffic led them to a F r ench Fore i gn 
Leg ion fort whe r e the local gendarme " 

c la imed he was the one w h o had found 
Mark Thatcher ! 

A t Tamanrasset , in the lunar landscape 
of the Hoggar Mounta ins , they camped 
w i th a guard by the vehic les . T h o r n trees 
p rov ided shade on the w a y to Agadez but 
also caused m a n y punctures. Reach ing 
Niger offered the chance to replenish 
supplies and witness a came l race. F r o m 
Niger they headed through war-torn 
Chad , cross ing fast across the powdery 
crust of Lake Chad to the capital 
Ndjamena. He r e there is a crossing to the 
Centra l A f r i c an Republ ic and a ' road ' to 
its capital Bangu i . C r ime is rife and the 
Cathol ic Miss ion offered a haven to camp 
and enjoy a Chr is tmas mea l . Meat is 
general ly avo ided by travel lers but a feast 
was prepared w i th some v e r y fresh 
chickens. The trans-Afr ican h ighway 
through Zaire is impassable dur ing the 
ra iny season and many roads are on ly 
open six to seven months of the year. 
They suffer bad ly through heavy t ruck 
traff ic—some pot-holes are reputed ly deep 
enough to swa l l ow a t ruck w h e n they fill 
up w i th ra in . T h r o u g h this ter ra in the 
team often had to dr ive 12 to 14 hours a 
day to keep on schedule and sleep out in 
Mosqui to nets in makeshi f t camps. 

Despite los ing a number of teeth in the 
rear dif ferential , Bor is p r o v i d ed a ma t ch 
for the most demand ing roads and the 
Ladas d isproved their m a n y crit ics. 

The pr ize at the end of this stretch is 
the beauti ful R u w e n z o r i Mounta ins and 
f rom R w a n d a it is l i teral ly downh i l l a l l 

the w a y to T a n z a n i a and the Masai M a r a 
plains on the f loor of the Rift va l l ey in 
K e n y a . The f inal goal of m a n y 
over landers is to c l imb Mt K i l iman jaro . A t 
5,895m it is one of the highest peaks that 
can be c l imbed wi thout oxygen . 
Howeve r , y o u do need guides and to pay 
about $100 to enter the sur round ing 
game pa rk—the team hav ing to auct ion 
some of their equipment . In five days 
they comple ted the c l imb and then 
headed for the coast whe r e Bor is was 
shipped back in a conta iner to be 
ove rhau led after the 8,000 miles for the 
next adventure . 

Rally of the Pharoes 
Not content w i t h p rov ing the design, 
M a r k set about fitting i nboa rd disks, 
hybr id suspension and a 230 bhp 4.3 l i tre 
V 8 into Bor is and gett ing h im ready for a 
more compet i t i ve test of endurance , the 
Pharoes Ra l l y—3,500 mi les through the 
Egypt ian desert in ten days. They were 
the on ly Br i t i sh entry, the on ly soft-top 
and the on ly special , others possibly 
dissuaded by the S6,500 ent ry fee. The 
race p roved eventful, Bor i s crashing on 
the second day and the chase veh ic le 
later hit t ing a donkey , but a brave f inish 
on the tenth day p roved that the team 
cou ld compete w i th the best. 

The Bor is t eam w i l l be present ing their 
adventures at future meet ings of the 
Institution of Mechan i ca l Engineers . 
Check the Engineer's News for details. 

FELIX HEALTH WARNING: 
CROSSING THE SAHARA USING THIS METHOD M A Y 
SERIOUSLY D A M A G E YOUR H E A L T H . 



Richard Lyle writes about the delights of 

Intriguing Indonesia 

Stone relief of Ramayana, Borobuder 
I can dist inct ly r emember it was not unt i l 
the aeroplane touched d o w n at the 
Sukarno-Hat ta Internat ional A i rpo r t , 
Jakar ta , that I thought 'this is i t—the 
point of no re turn ! ' A s I took a deep 
breath, m y heart was def inite ly pound ing 
faster than usua l—part ly due to fear of 
the u n k n o w n and part ly w i t h exc i tement 
as to what l ay ahead of m e in the next 
seven weeks. A s it turned out I had the 
t ime of m y life! 

The cha rm of t rave l l ing anywhere on a 
budget is the contact you have w i th the 
indigenous people. Nowhere is a better 
place than Indonesia in this respect for 
the people are ex t remely f r iendly and 
courteous—they also love the sight of a 
travel ler . In some of the m o r e remote 
places that I v is i ted I became an instant 
sensation w i t h the loca l ch i l d r en as they 
al l chanted the i r 'hel lo misters ' and 
energet ical ly waved at me . Some of the 
more mature people, that I encountered 
were eager to pract ice their coarse 
b r oken Engl ish on me. O n one bus 
journey the first few words of a y o u n g 
m a n w h o had p laced himself by m y side 
were , 'Gary L ineker , W o r l d Cup, Eng land 
t eam very good! ' I had a v e r y 
enl ightening conversat ion w i t h h im on 
the W o r l d C u p m u c h to the amusement 
of a captive audience of on lookers . 

Whi ls t t rave l l ing in Indonesia on a 
shoestr ing, the p r imary mode of transport 
avai lable to the travel ler is the bus and 
this is an exce l lent place to v i ew and 
come in contact w i th some of the nat ive 
people. The bus may come in m a n y 
shapes and sizes f rom m o d e r n air-
cond i t ioned coaches d o w n to beaten up 

three-wheeler bemos that are found in 
cities. 

Af ter just a few short r ides on the bus 
ne twork I got the distinct impress ion that 
whenever I chose to take the bus so d id 
the rest of Indonesia as we l l ! These 
c rowded vehic les ca r ry hordes of people, 
of a l l ages, comple te w i th their shopp ing 
and produce as we l l as m a n y of their 
animals. 1 c lear ly r emember be ing rude ly 
awoken , in the ear ly hours of the 
morn ing , by an ex t reme ly v i vac ious 
cockere l ha i l ing the start of a glorious 
new day—just one of the m a n y peri ls of 
t rave l l ing on an overnight bus! Y o u also 
need nerves of steel too! A l l Indonesian 
bus dr ivers seem to be equ ipped w i th 
lead-l ined boots to ensure that they can 
press the acce lerator fully to the floor as 
they take part i n the G r a n d P r i x that 
dai ly adorns Indonesia's ne two rk of roads. 
As their buses hack at full speed through 
the countrys ide they pay v e r y little 
regard to pedestrians and even less 
regard for other traffic on the road. 
Countless are the number of t imes that I 
g lanced out of the front w i n d o w only to 
be transf ixed by the sight of an equal ly 
fast and large bus s t reaming towards us 
on the same carr iageway on ly to pul l i n 
front of the veh ic l e it was over tak ing 
right at the last m o m e n t — a n d w h e n I say 
last I mean last! 

Ja va happened to be m y first 
introduct ion to the Indonesian w a y of life, 
the cheap, d iverse and ve ry tasty food 
and fruits and, as w i th most Southeast 
A s i a n countries, the system of bar ter ing 
for many items, such as souvenirs and 
trave l . I also saw many spectacular 

ancient stone temples, such as the one at 
Borobudur w h i c h has been acc la imed as 
the e ighth wonde r of the wo r ld . It also 
contains some of the most beautiful 
scenery in the archipe lago. 

Gaz ing out of the bus w i n d o w , as I d id 
on numerous occasions, I w o u l d be 
confronted w i t h a sea of g reen terraced 
r ice paddies bo rde r ed by ta l l majestic 
coconut pa lms. Eve r y n o w and again a 
smok ing vo l cano , its tal l t ower ing cone 
reaching for the sky, w o u l d l oom into 
v i ew p rov id ing someth ing else for me to 
stare at. 

H a v i n g man ica l l y rushed through Java 
t ry ing to see every th ing a n d any th ing ti 
was t ime to spend a few r e l ax ing days in 
Ubud , centra l Ba l i . I especia l ly wanted to 
sample some of the r e n o w n e d Bal inese 
culture and m y first in t roduct ion came in 
the form of a T emp l e ce remony . O n 
a r r i va l at the ornate ly decorated temple I 
cou ld c lear ly see where the other tourists 
had gathered, a l l wea r ing their bat ik 
sorongs and temple scarves (as a mark of 
respect to the Bal inese people). I settled 
mysel f d o w n in amongst t h e m and 
feasted m y eyes on what lay before me. 
Decorat ions hung f rom every avai lable 
space and Bal inese w o m a n , immacula te l y 
turned out we re to-ing a n d fro-ing, 
ca r ry ing on their heads ta l l stacks of 
beauti ful ly a r ranged fruits and flowers. 
After a short whi l e , the festivities k i cked 
off w i th a dance k n o w n as the Topeng 
(literally mask dance). The mus i ca l 
accompan iment was in the fo rm of a 

Bali 

Game lan , the instrument of w h i c h consist 
ma in l y of d rums and cymba ls , w h i c h give 
the music a dist inct ly c rash ing sound. As 
the night progressed I w a n d e r e d to 
different corners of the temple to witness 
other events such as offerings be ing la id 
out to the gods. A l l in a l l it was who l l y 
un l ike any other rel ig ious cerefnony 1 had 
ever seen anywhe r e in Europe , but it was 
a most interest ing occas ion. M y even ing 
was rounded off by a brief encounter 
w i t h one of those much- loved and ever-
ubiquitous t rop ica l creatures—the 
cock roach . O n the bemo h o m e I was 
sitt ing in m y seat m i n d i n g m y o w n 
business w h e n I felt a t i ck l ing sensat ion 
on m y leg. A s I l ooked d o w n to 
investigate m y worst ho r ro r was 
rea l i sed—peer ing up at me , seeming ly 
g r inn ing was an enormous orange and 
b lack cock roach . F r o m that point on the 
journey was m a r k e d by sudden jolts of 
m y body and subdued screams every 
t ime I felt a t i ck l i ng a r o u n d m y legs, 
m u c h to the amusement of some 
Aus t ra l i an girls w h o were seated beh ind 
me! 

Pene lokan, situated in the Nor thern 
mounta ins of Ba l i , has to be the place 
where I have witnessed one of the most 
awe- inspir ing sunrises in m y life. 

I had met this Eng l i sh b l oke whi lst 
t rave l l ing on the bemo up to Pene lokan . 
W h e n we a r r i v ed at the v i l lage , situated 
on the crater r i m of an anc ient ext inct 
vo lcano , the v i ew was breathtak ing . 
L o o k i n g d o w n into the va l l ey f rom our 
cliff-top terrace, the crater f loor spread 
out before us m a r k e d by two distinct 
features—a serene vo l can i c lake and 
adjacent to it Mount Batur . W e were 
approached b y some loca l boys, w h o 
wanted to guide us to the summit of 
Mount Batur the fo l lowing morn ing , 
assuring us that the sunrise was not a 
sight to be missed. W e dec ided that we 
w o u l d see it but d id not need to pay for 
the services of a guide to f ind out w a y to 
the t op—how w r o n g we were ! 

B y even ing t ime we had managed to 
recruit a couple of Dutch gir ls to jo in us 
on our exped i t i on the fo l l ow ing morn ing , 
exp la in ing to them that w e w o u l d have 
no prob lems c l imb ing M o u n t Batur . 

A t 3.30am, m y m i n d and body stil l not 
sure what was go ing on, 1 found mysel f 
sitt ing in the back of an open-top V W 
jeep, the co ld night air rush ing through 
m y hair, speed ing d o w n into the crater 
va l ley . Whi ls t p repar ing to set off for the 
two hour uph i l l h ike in the dark, it 
mater ia l ised that I was the on ly one to 
have brought a torch—to f ind our way in 
the p i tch darkness. A s we began the 
c l imb we soon real ised h o w disabled we 
were w i th 'one eye ' to see where we 
were going. Not surpr is ing ly we soon lost 
the right path and ended up c l amber ing 
up a very steep va l l ey of loose vo lcan ic 
rock. 
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W h e n the sky began to l i ghten the 
peak was def ini te ly out of the quest ion as 
we were on ly a th i rd of the w a y up. A s 
we perched our weary bodies oh the 
steep scree we settled d o w n to a 
magni f icent l ight show hosted by nature: 
out of the darkness came a faint orange 
g low w h i c h gradua l ly became stronger 
and more intense. Sudden ly the sun 
inched out f r om beh ind a r o cky slope to 
our left. A s it d id so, a bank of th ick 
whi te mist f looded in front of us, on ly to 
be br i l l i ant ly i l luminated a f luorescent 
orange-red b y the sun. Fur ther c loud 
enshrouded the sun unt i l it took on the 
appearance of a moon- l ike disc. A l l too 
soon this l ight fantastic show was over 
and it was t ime to head back d o w n to the 
hot springs in the va l ley . W h a t bliss it 
was to soak away our aches and pains in 
the hot c lear water, as the fresh m o r n i n g 
breeze washed across our faces. 

Once I had exp lo red the beaches, 
mounta ins a n d temples of Ba l i it was t ime 
to seek rest and sol itude, thus ten days of 
m y trip were spent on the t iny sec luded 
desert is land of G i l i Meno . S i tuated about 
5 k m off the, north-west coast of Lombok , 
it is the midd le of three t iny cora l fr inged 
islands (each no bigger than 3.5 square 
ki lometres) a n d can on ly be descr ibed as 
paradise. 

If good weather , empty golden beaches, 
gin-clear water and exot ic cora l reefs 
w i th a m y r i a d of mar ine life are what 
y o u seek it c an cer ta in ly be found here. 

I had met up w i t h four other travel lers 
and we had dec ided on G i l i Meno 
because through the travel ler 's grapev ine 
we had heard that it was the quietest and 
most unspoi lt of the three is lands. O n 
a r r i va l we were not d isappointed as the 
place had a most endur ing c h a r m . W e 
checked into our bamboo beach hut at 
the apt ly n a m e d B lue Co ra l , and at 7,500 
Rupiahs (£2.50) per night inc lud ing three 
meals a day, we were set to have a great 
t ime. 

Balinese statue 

TRAVEL 

Stone Temple,, Java 
W e soon s l ipped into a routine—after a 

day of sunbath ing , s lumber ing and 
snorke l l ing , the perfect way to r ound off 
the day was to head off to the bar (a 
bamboo shack) at the western end of the 
is land. A s we sat a round chat t ing and 
s ipp ing the c oo l Indonesian-brewed 
B in tang beer, the sun w o u l d laz i ly s ink to 
a watery grave , s i lhouett ing the palms on 
the adjacent beach as it d i d so. O n the 
hor i zon , the dist inct ive cone shape of 
Mount A g u n g , on Ba l i some 50km away , 
w o u l d p rov ide the backdrop to a 
magni f icent ly lit sky of m a n y different 
pastel-shaded colours. 

Unfor tunate ly a l l good things must 
come to an end . For me that meant 
heading back to Ba l i to ca t ch m y flight 
home. O n m y flight out of Ba l i I was 
presented w i t h a most wonder fu l 
spectacle. A s the aeroplane rap id ly 
gathered height, moments after l eav ing 
Denpasar a irport , we flew above the 
vo lcano , M o u n g Agung . A s I peered out 
of the t iny w i n d o w , be low me lay a 
gigantic cone r i s ing up to a p in- l ike 
open ing w h i c h was the crater of the 
vo lcano. There was a definite feel ing of 
me lancho l y in m y heart as m y m i n d went 
th rough the events of the last seven 
weeks. Af ter f ly ing b y this enthra l l ing 
feature we headed out to the Java sea 
and back to Eng land . 

Whateve r it is y o u seek, be it the r i ch 
and diverse cu l ture , the spectacular sea-
and land-scapes or the exot ic food and 
fruits somewhere in Indonesia it is l ike ly 
to be on offer. 
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What is it like to travel on the Trans Siberian Railway? Whai 

Bottom Bunk to 
Has the 'openness' of glasnost opened up 
the USSR to the independent t rave l ler or 
are the trials a n d tr ibulat ions of m a k i n g a 
journey on the Trans-Siber ian Ra i lway 
sti l l as great than those of l i v ing in the 
country? 

The Trans-Siber ian ra i lway proper runs 
f rom Moscow to V lad i vos tock in the 
Soviet Far East. Trave l lers cross ing 
S iber ia have a choice of three trains. The 
first fol lows a route due east to K a k h o d k a 
on the Pacif ic coast, for ferry crossings to 
Japan . The second and th i rd routes bo th 
r u n to Pek ing , one v i a Mongo l i a and the 
other tak ing the longer route through 
Manchur i a . 

Accounts of the tr ip range f rom the 
classic w o r k by A.I. Dmi t r i e v -Mamanov 
Guide to the Great Siberian Railway 1900 
to a few pages in Bob Geldoff 's 
autob iography Is that it? M o r e in format ive 
guides on routes, costs, book ings and 
things to take inc lude B r y a n Thomas ' 
Trans-Siberian Handbook (£8.95) to 
Robert Strauss' Trans-Siberian Rail Guide 
(£6.95). W a t c h for the out-of-date 
in format ion on Intourist i n bo th books. 

T rave l prices range w ide l y f rom 
country to country , depend ing on where 
y o u are prepared to embark . Intourist, 
the sole Russian t rave l agent, sel l one 
w a y tickets f r om Moscow to Pek ing for 

reported for as little as US$10 , less than 
the cost of two L o n d o n day t rave l cards. 

Intourist operate a te lephone book ing 
service f rom their L o n d o n offices in the 
Isle of Dogs (General Enqui r i es on 
081-538 8600). Howeve r the 50 years 
exper ience of arrang ing t rave l in the 
Soviet Un i on that they boast on their 
book ing forms has taught t h e m little 
about customer relat ions. T h e y real ly 
k n o w how to put the hassle into t rave l . 
The i r suspicious, unhelpful att i tude to 
independent travel lers was perhaps suited 
to the B r e z h n e v / A n d r o p o v Russia of the 
70s and 80s, but not Gorbachev ' s glasnost 
of today. The 'have a nice day ' approach 
pract ised inthe new ly opened Moscow 
MacDona lds is not necessary. Howeve r a 
little encouragement and adv ice about the 
daunt ing bureaucracy and paper work , 
w h i c h such a t r ip sti l l d emands ,wou ld be 
appreciated. 

The attitude of the Intourist staff in 
Glasgow and Manchester is apparent ly 
more conduc ive to book ing , but they sti l l 
prefer to handle group t rave l . For the 
independent travel ler the packages and 
service offered by the F i n l a n d based 
Scand inav ian Student T r a v e l Serv ice 
(SSTS) are more appropr iate . They can be 
arranged th rough Br i t i sh t rave l agents 
l ike S T A t rave l . Don' t be put off by the 

to make the book ing th rough Intourist, 
but they e l iminate the frustrations 
exper i enced b y book ing direct . A l l this 
help comes at a pr ice. The i r He ls ink i -
Moscow- I rkutsk-Pek ing tour tak ing 11 
days and 10 nights costs US$1045 to 
share a 4-berth 'ha rd ' class compar tment . 

The pr ice inc ludes al l meals between 
Moscow and the Chinese border , a one 
day tour of M o s c o w w i th a compu lso ry 
night in an expens ive Intourist Hote l and 
a two day tour r ound Irkutsk and Lake 
Ba ika l . 

Before e m b a r k i n g it cer ta in ly seemed 
that despite the w idespread reforms of 
the Gorbachev era, the pa rano id fear and 
suspic ion of the independent travel ler sti l l 
existed. W h o wou ld be cont ro l l ing the 
USSR, Intourist o r perestroika? 

It was a st i f l ingly hot a f ternoon at the 
end of June w h e n the Ross iya s l ipped 
si lent ly f rom its s id ing at Ya r o s l a v l station 
on the east side of Moscow . The Intourist 
guide assigned to escort us to Irkutsk was 
Peter, a meek, slender, bearded m a n w i t h 
w o r n out mourn fu l eyes. H e had endured 
the Trans-Siber ian Ra i lway ten t imes in as 
many years. 

'Noth ing has changed. . . ' he sighed. 
'The tra in is the same.... the serv ice is the 
same.. . .and the food....no the food is 
worse... .our e c o n o m y is bad . ' 

a round £325 shar ing a four ber th 
compar tment in 'hard ' class. Intourist 
does not arrange travel f rom the U K to 
Moscow. Y o u can fly for £185 or take the 
53-hour tra in journey for £167. If y o u are 
prepared to spend two weeks in Hungary 
a t icket can cost as little as £27! The tr ick 
is to purchase a legit imate t icket in 
Budapest for about £70 in order to get 
your USSR t rave l documents . Y o u then 
get a refund on this t icket, ( loosing on ly 
about £15) a n d buy one of the numerous 
b lack market tickets for £12. 

T rave l l ing f r om east to west sti l l 
r emains the cheapest d i rect ion. T ickets 
bought in Bei j ing and H o n g K o n g are 
US$180 and US$100 in Japan . Win te r 
b lack market pr ices in Bei j ing have been 

'Student ' name. It is des igned to 
encourage students rather than 
discourage non-students. 

SSTS special ise in Russian and Chinese 
trave l . T h r o u g h any Br i t i sh agent their 
faxed response to enquir ies is 
instantaneous. The customer has a choice 
of three packages consist ing of var ious 
combinat ions of stop-overs in Moscow 
and Siber ia . A l l trains depart f rom 
He ls ink i . A one way flight f rom London 
to He l s ink i is about £100. The fifty hour 
t ra in journey is about the same pr ice . 

Un l i k e Intourist, SSTS offer adv ice on 
money , t ime zones, d in ing o n the t ra in , 
border formalit ies, stop-over it ineraries 
and assistance w i t h Russian a n d Chinese 
v isa appl icat ions. Ironical ly SSTS stil l have 

The food was bad. Each mea l 
c ommenced w i t h a stainless steel d ish of 
watery congea l ing soup s losh ing up the 
high sides. Y o u a lways had to ask what 
f lavour it was. The m a i n course was 
theusual shr i ve l l ed square of bo i l ed meat, 
splodge of mash potato and scoop of 
sauer-kraut. D r y biscuits to d u n k in your 
coffee comple ted each masochist ic menu . 
W e were r u n n i n g on 'Peter t ime ' . W h e n 
he grew bored, once or tw ice a day he 
to ld us a l l to put our watches forward. 
T rave l l i ng this w a y avo ided any jet lag. 
W e reached L a k e Ga l i chskoye , 501 
ki lometres f r om Moscow as the mid-night 
sun g l owed l o w i n the sky . I w o k e 690 
ki lometres further on to heavy ra in in 
Ba lez ino . Wet figures fought tractors 
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can be found on the way? Chris Riley found out last year. 

Beijing 
a long deeply rutted tracks, wooden huts 
s teamed in d a m p forests a n d Jail House 
Rock warb l ed th rough the speakers . 

Outside the c la t ter ing t r a in for the first 
three days was a repetit ive wa l lpaper of 
undula t ing s i l ver b i r ch trees. W h e r e the 
t ra in crosses the Urals i n the south, they 
are bare ly 500 metres h i gh and pass l ike 
a bad jo in in the pattern. T h e entire 
history of Russ ian archi tecture is spread 
a long the l ine ; f rom concrete 
c ondomin iums a n d fi lthy factories of 
P e r m and Novos ib i rsk , to neg lected 
weather -b lackened houses made of p lanks 
and split-log huts w i th ground-scraping 
w i n d o w ledges. 

Air on a G string echoed d o w n the 
cor r idor as w e crossed the mighty K a m e 
R i ve r and passed through P e r m . A t 1777 
k i lometres f r om Moscow w e ratt led past 
the unobtrus ive obel isk a n d entered As i a . 
W h e n I woke on the th i rd day the air 
was th ick w i t h dande l ion seeds. The tra in 
had stopped at O m s k (2716km) w i th its 
s t rawberry sel lers and water me l on stalls 
and 'gift shops' se l l ing w e d d i n g 
invi tat ions. 

It was go ing to be a hard day. Peter 
said so. W e we re cross ing the S iber ian 
Steppes, an a rea larger than France and 
resembl ing the Fens. It was over 30°C 
and the th ick b lack soils of the steppes 
turned to a f ine soot, sucked up by the 
passing tra in and injected in through 
closed doors and w indows . It was d r a w n 
magnet ica l ly to c l a m m y s k i n . Faces, 
hands and legs turned b lack . 

C lumps of dead whi te 'ghost ' trees 
stood a lone i n the swamps a n d smal l 
herds of da i r y cattle g razed the plains. 
Webs of cr iss-crossing taut te legraph 
cables f ramed the shanty towns a long the 
track. W e we re runn ing three hours late, 
Peter said it wou ld be seven hours b y 
V lad ivos tock , (not bad for 10,000km). The 
long Ob r iver on its 4 0 0 0 k m journey 
no r th to the A r c t i c Sea s igna l l ed a 
we l come end to the Steppes. O n the 
p lat form in Novos ib i rsk w e jostled w i th 
the locals to buy over-r ipe, deep red 
p lums. 

Irkutsk l o o m e d large a n d damp on a 
dark dr i z z l y S iber ian S u m m e r even ing 
5191 k m from Moscow . T h e Ross iya 
s l ipped into the dr izz le a n d on to 
V lad i vos tock four more days d o w n the 
track. A b r o k e n bus sp lashed through the 
floods and took us away. 

A damp day in Irkutsk a l l owed a sa i l ing 
tr ip on the mistywaters and a t ramp 
through a va l l ey v i l lage on the shores. 
Lake Ba ika l w i t h its th ick fir-tree forests 
washed in coo l mists r esembled a large 
Scott ish loch (larger than Scotland). The 
lake is the wor ld ' s oldest a n d deepest, 
account ing for one fifth of the wor ld 's 
fresh water. B a c k in t own and for just 

over 15p that night we h a d front r ow 
seats for a S iber ian per fo rmance of S w a n 
Lake . 

The Moscow-Pek ing t ra in , number 19, 
scooped us up the next day as it t rund led 
th rough Irkutsk a n d r o u n d the southern 
end of Lake B a i k a l . A s twi l ight came we 
headed east and into the Khrebe t 
K h a m a n Daban foot hil ls of the 
Mongo l i an frontier. T h e Ch inese border 
drew ever nearer on the second day out 
of Irkutsk. T h e si lver b i r ch were gone 
and the 'Canad ian Rock ies ' appeared, 
sport ing Swiss style Chalets, and wobb l i ng 
over the imperfect ions in the m u d 
spattered glass. 

Vast grasslands of the 'South Downs ' 
ro l l ed d o w n to the border t o w n A 
Manzhou l i and a we l come t h r f hour 
break whilst the wheels were hanged. 
Unt i l last year, p h o t o g r a p h i c this 
operat ion t empted indefinite sentences in 
the hard labour camps to t ',? nor th . 

Today Glasnost had reached Manzhou l i , 
we watched , photographed , made notes 
and swapped coins w i th the ra i lway m e n 
quite freely. 

Once across the border we stepped 
onto a wa l l to w a l l Ch inese carpet of 
cu l t i vat ion an imated by match-st ick m e n 
w i t h lampshade hats. A n ent i re ly man-
made landscape met our eyes; f looded 
golf-green r ice fields coat ing vast open 
plains and te r raced on impossib le slopes. 

F r o m M a n z h o u l i , Bei j ing w i t h its p r i ck l y 
heat, seven m i l l i on b icyc les and ten 
mi l l i on bust l ing people is a day and a half 
away. Sudden ly the predictable securi ty 
of the ten day Russian tour is at an end. 
Tur fed out of m y cosy b u n k and into an 
a l ien w o r l d of chopst icks and noodles, 
mandar in m o n e y changers, spitt ing and 
staring, b rand new o ld fashioned steam 
trains and s ing ing b icyc le bells. 

This article first appeared in TNT 
Magazine issue 839, 11 February 1991 
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Goodbye 
Mr Mackenzie 
—Now we are Married 7" 
There is a say ing 'if y o u try hard enough 
and long enough y o u w i l l eventua l ly 
succeed ' . G ive it another ten years and 
the Mackenzies might get somewhere . 

Af ter five l istenings I w o u l d have great 
dif f iculty in r emembe r ing a single l ine 
save for 'now we are mar r i ed ' that seems 
to constitute the majority of the track. 
There is no me l ody or h o o k — n o t h i n g to 
stop y o u wan t ing for the needle to reach 
the middle . 

O n the B side is a t rack that even 1 
wou ld be embarrassed to release, and I'm 
about as mus i ca l as a deaf lobster. 

Please stop t ry ing . 
A n n a B. 

The Melvins & 
Steelpole Bathtub 

-Marquee 22.2.91 
W h o were they? 

Tonight 's openers, Duh, w e r e not on 
the b i l l and a l l they were able to prov ide 
was an energet ic wa l l of s ound and 
plenty of aspr in y o u w o u l d not even have 
dec iphered the i r name wi thout l ook ing at 
the t-shirts on d isp lay—there real ly wasn't 
a l l that m u c h there. 

The d isappointments of the even ing 
were Steelpole Bathtubs. T h e y 
successfully managed to lose their f inely 
w o v e n edge apparent on the i r a lbums 
amongst the noise w h i c h seemed to 
preva i l f rom Duh's somewhat in t r igu ing 
per formance. If y ou 'd seen them wi thout 
expectat ions y o u may have surv i ved but I 
emerged w i t h al l i l lusions shattered. The 
set was so undef ined that I was surpr ised 
I cou ld recognise any th ing . 

T h e n the Melvins. No i l lusions here, 
none at a l l . The Melvins bui l t a 900 foot 
h i gh mono l i th and no one k n e w quite 
how to look at it. W i t h a l l superflous 
guitars r emoved they 've per fected 
min imal is t thrash metal . T h e sound is 
reduced to a 15mph c r a w l through the 
remains of the hardcore crossover . 

C runch ing l y s low and te rmina l l y l oud 
The Melvins s team on, the bass never 
stopping. But the d r u m m e r set it up. 
Beat ing out rhy thms suitable for the Gods 
requ iem mass. Dressed on l y in drumst ick 
adorned y-fronts and grip-gloves w h i c h he 
had taped to his wrists he beat out the 
tattoo for the apocolypse. 

W h e n the end of the w o r l d comes The 
Melvins are p roduc ing the soundtrack. 

Seb 
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Throwing Muses 
—The Real Ramona LP 

I i 

§ 1 » 

C o m i n g in the midd le of the supposed 
come-back of guitar based bands, this is 
g round that is w e l l t rave l led. For tunate ly 
they are b ig enough to ca l l their mark to 
show the w a y for al l those groups lost in 
mediocr i ty . 

In years to c ome w h e n y o u put this 
a lbum on it w i l l st i l l sound fresh and 
interest ing, someth ing to b u y and a 
va luable asset to anyone 's co l lec t ion. One 
smal l gr ipe; they sti l l seem to be p lann ing 
a lbums for v i n y l uses. Put t ing a short 
t rack at the end of side one to fill space 
and give y o u w a r n i n g to change sides is 
great, but what if y o u have a C D player? 
It does tend to make things a bit 
disjointed, perhaps different order for 
different formats? That aside, a great 
a lbum. So I th ink I'll give it four out of 
five. 

A n n a B. 

—B LP 
band on AT ) w h o successfully fused 
industr ia l and dance music to create a 
near hypnot ic effect wi thout too m u c h 
repet i t ion. It's difficult to say this about 
the Basti a l bum. A l t e rna t ing between 
keyboards a n d guitars they prov ide a 
tune w h i c h sits loosely on a bassline 
w h i c h seems the same throughout . The 
drums rare ly rise to the cha l lenge but 
w h e n they do, the result is wo r th it, a 
t ruly great sound emerges and the 
combinat i on of var ious v oca l styles and 
samples m a k e y o u try to l isten. 

Unfortunate ly there seems to be no 
theme to the a l bum and the who le 
package sounds too commerc i a l . They 
have enough good songs to have 
p roduced a good single but not an a lbum. 

Seb 

This is the forth a lbum f rom this four 
piece band re leased by 4 A D and there's 
even twe lve tracks on it (three goes into 
twe lve four times?). 

It's jam-packed w i t h jang ing guitars, 
energet ic d rums and v ib rant rasping 
vocals. E a c h t rack unfolds l i ke a mo th 
open ing its w ings . A du l l me lod i c 
beg inn ing reveals a pandora 's box of 
delights. Un l i k e m u c h of today 's music 
the edges are left rough to g ive ex t ra 
bite, rather than the stale r ounded sound 
that r ecord companies seem to prefer. I 
get the feel ing that they w o u l d be a 
wonder fu l a n d exc i t ing act to see l ive, 
re l ishing in the a tmosphere of tension. 

The vocals are a maze of r iddles and 
double meanings m a k i n g l istening a 
chal lenge, not a passive process: 

7 throw an egg against the wall, I 
watch it break and slide, I see my name.' 

Basti 
Basti—bit of u n k n o w n here. A l l I k n o w is 
that I expected more f rom a band w i th 
two d r u m m e r s — a bit of a rar i ty 
nowadays . T h e a lbum is a n o v e r vamped 
through pseudo industr ia l waste land 
w h i c h seems character ist ic of m u c h of the 
music emerg ing f rom the London 
hardcore scene. A l t h o u g h me l l ower than 
bands such as Silverfish and Terminal 
Cheesecake, Basti st i l l manage to fit the 
mou ld—grunge/ thrash guitars w i th a 
m ix ture of samples and vocals . 

The ma in p rob l em is that for a band 
w i t h two d rummers they seem to produce 
some s ingular ly uninterest ing backbeats. 
Backbeats w h i c h cou ld l i v en up some 
deadly monotonous tracks. 

The first a n d perhaps best exponents of 
this musica l ideal were the Beatings (US 



Gary Clail 
- Human Nature 12" 

This record fo l lows in the w a k e of Clai l 's 
last effort, the veggie an them Beef, this 
t ime p ropound ing love and unity for 
mank ind . 

Human Nature k icks off w i th what 
appears to be a Mar t in Luther K i n g 
sample (a lways good for a few Brown i e 
points in m y book) and goes off in a 
vaguely t rancey tangent unt i l it suddenly 
coll ides w i th the theme music f rom 'Snub 
T V and takes on a loopy sway ing qual i ty . 
K i n g interrupts a little further over a 
t ink l ing piano riff and the who l e track 
coasts a long p leasant ly to an end. 

The B-side, Rumours Of War draws 
deep into reggae and dub to b r ing a 
semi-spoken w o r d message about the Gulf 
War ; not shy of controversy , it names 
names and carr ies off its intent we l l . 
Super ior dance music . 

Stone 

Spaceman 3 
—Recurring LP 

Sonic Boom a n d Jason have f inal ly gone 
their separate ways, but as a lasting 
reminder have left us w i th Recurring, a 
sw i r l ing masterpiece of a lmost epic 
proport ions. It's hard to imag ine that 
any th ing so downr igh t beauti ful was 
p roduced in a n atmoshere of loath ing and 
mistrust. Such is the animos i ty between 
the two that each contr ibut ion was made 
separately, Son ic record ing side one and 
Jason the o ther—al though there's on ly a 
ve ry subtle dif ference be tween the two, 
both we ld so we l l together. 

Side one starts w i th the dance 
or ientated Big City (Everybody I Know 
Can Be Found Here) a w e l l paced, t r ippy 
anthem. B r ing ing some c lar i ty to the 
haze, / Love You steals m o r e heav i ly 
f rom the sixt ies and the lush Set M e Free 
ends side one w i th Sonic B o o m 
whisper ing 'I th ink it's g onna end now' , 
and as it trails into noth ing he laughs, 
k n o w i n g full w e l l he leaves y o u empty 
and dy ing for more . 

Side two, in a l l its ta inted glory, takes 
us through the irrepressible Hypnotized 
and Feelin' Just Fine (Head Full Of Shit). 
It just makes me want to c lear some floor 
space, lie d o w n and stare at the ce i l ing 
al l day. 

If ever I.C. needed to l isten to a record , 
this is it. 'Let the good t imes ro l l . ' 

Harry . 

Carter USM 
Charity Gig 

•ULU 14.2.91 

What a t rea t—a Va lent ine 's Day mus ica l 
feast featuring the one a n d on ly Carter 
the Unstoppable Sex Machine, w i th 
support f rom Th' Faith Healers, The 
Family Cat, Bleach and a 'surpr ise ' act. 
A n d al l this for on ly £6, w i t h the 
proceeds of the even ing go ing to the 
M a c M i l l a n F u n d for Cancer Relief. So 
imagine the scene—severa l hundred jol ly 
people have gathered outside U L U and 
have just d iscovered the ident i ty of the 
surprise act... 

' O h m y God—no t E M F ! ' . O h m y God , 
yes—the r u m o u r was true. To say EMF's 
recept ion was hostile w o u l d be a n ' - •-• 
understatement. There was a constant 
shower of plastic pint pots onto the stage 
and screams of 'you're shit, you ' re shit ' (it 
was a bit sad real ly) . Poor James, the 
band's unfortunate singer got so pissed-
off— that he d id—hal fway through the 
first song. He d i d come back (bad move) 

for a few m o r e songs, but gave up 
comple te ly f o l l ow ing the abduct ion of one 
of their m i c rophone stands. 

Th' Faith Healers were on l y d iscovered 
by chance wh i l e on the w a y to the bar. 
The bar was undoubted ly more 
interest ing as they were rea l l y pretty 
uninspir ing. . .erm.. .yes—see wha t we 
mean . Back at the ma in stage the 
even ing sudden ly got a lot better w i th the 
appearance of The Family Cat. They 
p layed a br i l l iant set, f in ishing w i th a 
w i cked l y wonder fu l cover of 
Unbelievable. It must have real ly rubbed 
the p rove rb ia l salt into the wounds EMF 
w h o were no doubt nurs ing backstage. 

Back once again to the bar and the 
other stage where Bleach were p lay ing . 
The i r l ead s inger (female) generated as 
m u c h interest as their music . 
Unfortunate ly for them a wh isper began 
that Carter were about to appear on the 

m a i n stage, and so they suddenly lost 
most of their audience . The m a i n hal l was 
by n o w c lose ly resembl ing the inside of a 
recent ly bo i l ed kettle. J o n Beast, the Fat 
Bastard kept the c r o w d w e l l enterta ined 
as they wa i t ed for J imbob and Fruit-bat 
to appear, (mind y o u we cou ld have done 
without the brief d isplay of his backside). 
Whe the r they per formed v e r y we l l or 
ve ry bad ly was total ly i r re levant as by 
now most of the c r o w d was in a 
complete frenzy. The stagediv ing became 
a new k i n d of Bloodsport for All as y o u 
w i l l appreciate if y o u were w i th in a few 
feet of the stage. To f inish they p layed a 
s tonking ly g ood vers ion of the Pet Shop 
Boys', Rent. (Neil Tennant himself had 
been spotted lu rk ing a r o u n d earl ier in the 
evening.) A n y w a y what more can we 
say—a good t ime was had by a l l ! 

Egor and Hedgehog. 
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Adam Harrington visited Czechoslovakia. 

Prague 
Prague has been referred to as the Paris 
of the East, ft has one or two benefits 
over Paris, one be ing that Prague 's 
archi tecture is most ly the same now as it 
was over a hundred years ago. The 
second is that it is m u c h cheaper . 

Czechos l o vak ia capitulated in the 
1930's, and so its cities we re not b o m b e d 
senseless l ike other European cities, and 
since the war there has not been enough 
money in the country for any 
deve lopment . 

Its t own centre is a lmost ent i re ly 
pedestr ianised, because the med iaeva l 
streets are not wide enough even to 
accommodate the minute Trabant . It has 
miles of meander ing lanes weav ing 
between beauti ful houses and churches . 
The v i ew across the V l t a v a r iver to 
Hradcany , the pres ident ia l palace on top 
of a h i l l , is brea thtak ing , especia l ly w h e n 
it is floodlit at night. 

A pedestr ian br idge, the Char les ' 
br idge , connects the base of H r a d c a n y 
w i th the centre of the c i ty . A l l a long its 
length there are music ians , genera l ly 
p l ay ing t rad i t iona l jazz on a var ie ty of 
battered instruments. G i v e n the 
surroundings, hours can be spent sitt ing 
here, wast ing t ime in a v e r y pleasant 
manner . O n severa l evenings there we re 
a duo pe r f o rming what I took to be 
C z e c h folk songs. One p layed bitter-sweet 
oboe accompan iment to the other man's 
nasal s ing ing . In a l l it was h ighly 
effective, a n d these two are one of my 
most endur ing memor ies . 

A n ent ire a f ternoon can be spent 
wa tch ing a greengrocer 's store, where 
Prague c i t i zens wander past, not ice a 
p ineapple , or a grapefruit or someth ing 
s imi lar and amidst exc i ted chatter, c r o w d 
a round the w i n d o w po in t ing at it and jo in 
a queue a l ready 20 people long. The 
shops are l ike someth ing out of the 30's. 
Grocers stores are packed w i th cans of 
salted fish, mi l l imet re th ickness strips of 
dry cur l ed up cheese and lumps of stone 
masquerad ing as bread. A l l these are 
beh ind counters and have to be asked 
for, they can't be p i cked u p and bought 
at the exit. Th i s means that y o u have to 
speak Czech , w h i c h nobody except the 
Czechs can do. So give up b u y i n g your 
o w n food and go to a restaurant. There is 
one cal led ' U P r ince ' i n a corner of the 
o ld t own square (Staromestske namesti) 
w h i c h belongs to the state, as d id a l l 
restaurants w h e n I was there , though 
things are m o v i n g so fast po l i t ica l ly that 
things may change soon. Af ter a 
reasonable but not s tunning three course 
mea l for three people, we were charged 
the equiva lent of five pounds. W e 
assumed that this was for each, but no, it 
was be tween al l of us. 

The language barr ier is a p rob l em, 
Czechs on ly speak Russian as we l l as 

A step back in time. 

their o w n language. Eng l ish and G e r m a n 
come a poor th i rd . Czechs are not by 
nature ve ry helpful ; w h e n we were there, 
a cer ta in amount of m o n e y had to be 
changed every day and entered on the 
v isa (no v isa or money change is requ i red 
now - Mrs Tha tcher v is i ted President 
Have l a few days before w e v is i ted 
Prague. G o d knows what she d id , but he 
reneged on visas). A t every (state owned) 
bureau de change a different story was 
g iven as to wha t shou ld be entered on 
the v isa, and in theory, if the in format ion 
is wrong , exit f r om the count ry can be 
bar red unt i l large amounts of money 
change hands. There are a lot of shady 
characters a r ound these bureaux 
mutter ing 'Wechse l , camb io , bureau ' . 
These are i l legal money changers, g i v ing 
a better rate of exchange. Since things 
are so cheap in Prague, a n d there is so 
little to buy, it is damn difficult to get r i d 
of the money before y o u leave. C z e ch 
K o r u n y cannot be legal ly t aken out of the 
country , and cannot be changed back 
into real money once bought. The last 
day in Prague was spent buz z ing a round 
the city t r y ing to get r id of the money . 
Th is is a very unusual feel ing, as I a m 
more used to stringent e c o n o m y drives. 
Prague loves its ice c ream - and it's 
b loody good despite there be ing no 
cho ice of f lavours - and most of the 
excess k o r u n y went on this. 

A w o r d of wa rn ing . Czechos lovak 
ra i lways make Br i t i sh Ra i l l ook helpful 
and efficient. Qui te def in i t ive ly the worst 

ra i l j ourney I've ever had was between 
H l a v n i nadraz i - Prague's t e rm ina l station 
- and Nurnberg in Ge rmany . W e were 
forc ibly ev ic ted f rom the spartan 
compar tment into the e ven more spartan 
and ve ry b reezy corr idor by a co l lect ion 
of ove rwe ight and cop ious ly smok ing East 
Europeans w h o then cont inued to smoke 
in the co r r idor and drop fag ash on us. 
They were in cahoots w i t h a w o m a n 
guard built l ike a Russian shotputter w h o 
l ooked l ike she wou ld b r ook no 
compla int . I emerged at four in the 
m o r n i n g at Nurnbe r g l o ok ing l ike 
someth ing f rom ' V . A rucksack is a 
genera l not ice of two things: 

1. Y o u don ' t have m u c h money and are 
probab ly inter-ra i l ing and so can be 
treated l ike turd , as no more money can 
be squeezed out of y o u if y o u were 
treated nice ly and 

2. A s there are too many rucksackers 
anyway , the m o r e difficult your life can 
be made, the fewer there w i l l be next 
year . 

Conc lus ion - fly to Prague and fly out, 
but for heaven 's sake see it before it 
becomes too touristy. It is a beauti ful c i ty, 
and is w o r t h seeing just because it is so 
utter ly pecul iar due to its communis t past. 
Fl ights cost f rom a round S I 7 0 re turn, and 
cheap accommoda t i on can be booked 
f rom H l a v n i station hostel offices w h i c h 
on ly open w h e n trains f rom abroad pul l 
i n . It wou ld be a good idea to contact the 
Czechos lovak Embassy to check details 
be forehand. 
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Mark Richardson toured Europe by 

Inter-Railing 
Last summer I t rave l led a r o u n d Greece 
and Italy w i th a n inter-rai l ca rd . The free 
ferry crossing offered be tween Patras on 
the Peleponese and Br ind i s i in southern 
Italy makes this an attract ive opt ion for a 
route through southern Europe . 

Our first stop in Greece was the smal l 
t own of L i t ochoro at the foot of Mount 
O lympus . Most of the thousands of inter-
rai lers w h o vis i t Greece go for the sun 
and histor ica l beauty, fewer realise 
Greece is also a ve ry mounta inous 
country w i th some spectacular natura l 
scenery. W e stayed at the sma l l and 
fr iendly you th hostel in L i t ochoro w h i c h 
is used as a base by hikers w h o come to 
c l imb Mount O l ympus . If y o u want to 
attempt the c l imb , y o u can hire boots and 
maps and also leave your rucksack at the 
hostel. W e went to L i t o choro intending to 
c l imb the mounta in but dec ided against it 
at the last minute . Howeve r , it's an 
exper ience in itself to lie o n a beach w i th 
the home of the gods t ower ing near ly 
3000 metres above y o u w i th its feet in 
the sea! 

Af ter v is i t ing the ancient h istor ica l 
sights in De lph i and Athens , we headed 
for the is land of Santor in i in the Cyclades. 
The night ferry crossing f rom Athens 
costs on ly about £8 if y o u sleep on deck. 
Santor in i was formed about 4,000 years 
ago by a mass ive vo lcan ic exp los ion in 
the Aegean sea. The vo l cano stil l 
smoulders on a nearby is land. W e went 
out to see it on a boat tr ip. Our party 
c l imbed the m o u n d of b lack rock and ash 
to the su lphur-caked sumit, then, after 
re turn ing to the boat, we d i v ed into the 
sea to s w i m in the hot springs where 
water heated inside the vo l cano wel ls up 
to m ix w i th the sea. 

O n Santor in i , we spent one night on the 

roof of K o n t o h o r i y ou th hostel in the 
t own of T h i r a , and three nights s leeping 
on the b lack sand beach at Perissa. It's 
not c lear whe the r y o u are actual ly 
a l l owed to sleep on the beaches but 
p lenty of people do it. 

T o cross free to Italy y o u have to sleep 
on deck but this is no hardship in the 
Adr i a t i c dur ing the summer . F r o m the 
harbour t own of Br ind is i we travel led 
across Italy to Naples whe re we stayed in 
the exce l lent mode rn y ou th hostel. F r o m 
Naples it's a short t ra in a n d bus ride to 
mount Vesuv ius and Pompe i i . W e 
unfortunate ly didn't have t ime in our 
schedule to v is i t Pompe i i , but managed to 
c l imb to the huge crater at the top of 
Vesuv ius . The w a l k is fair ly easy as a bus 
takes y o u most of the way . Naples itself is 
a busy port w h i c h is rather ove rc rowded 
and chaot ic , but the nat iona l museum 
(which houses many of the relics found at 
Pompe i i as w e l l as a fascinat ing co l lect ion 
of ancient Egyp t i an artifacts) is we l l 
w o r t h a visit, a n d the pizzas are fantastic. 

Our next stop was Rome where we 
spent two days admi r ing the sights of 
ancient Rome , espec ia l ly the Coloseum 
and the Palat ine H i l l , and those in the 
Va t i c an Ci ty—St Peter's basi l ica, the 
Va t i can m u s e u m and the Sistine Chapel . 
Rome has an exce l lent purpose-built 
y ou th hostel, the largest w e stayed in on 
our travels. 

F r o m Rome we t rave l led on to Tuscany 
and the Renaissance splendour of 
F lo rence a n d P isa . F lorence is very 
re lax ing , and it is interest ing to wa lk 
be tween the pa in ted houses near the 
D u o m o ca thedra l and the Puento Vecch io 
br idge. There 's a restaurant in F lorence 
w h i c h is r eputed to make the best ice­
c r eam in a l l Italy (and therefore the 

A church on Santorini 

world) . W e also found a site in the 
countrys ide just outside the city where 
y o u can sleep for free on roofed wooden 
plat forms. 

A f ter a br ie f stop in Bo l o gna to try the 
spaghett i bo lognaise in its t o w n of or ig in , 
we went on to Ven i c e . V e n i c e is a good 
place to wander in , w i th m a n y w ind ing 
al leys, hump-back bridges a n d smal l 
squares as we l l as the famous sights of St 
Mark ' s square a n d basi l ica a n d the Doges ' 
Pa lace (home of the o ld Vene t i an 
government ) . The t own consists of 117 
islets and to r each Ven ice ' s youth hostel, 
another of the excel lent m o d e r n Italian 
type, y o u need to take a water bus. 
Passes ava i lab le for 24-hour t rave l on 
water buses are a good w a y of seeing 
Ven i c e . 

A route th rough Greece a n d Italy such 
as this one, c o u l d be made in either 
d i rec t ion and there is also great scope for 
ideas in your route be tween home and 
southern Europe . O n the w a y there, we 
passed t h r o u g h the G e r m a n city of 
Co logne w i t h its exce l lent cathedral , saw 
the magni f i cent imper i a l bui ld ings in 
V i enna , f rom whe r e half of Europe was 
ru led for m o r e than s ix centuries, and 
took a g l impse at life in Eas tern Europe 
in our visit to Budapest . He r e we were 
amazed at the sights and act iv i ty 
alongside the Danube at night. The 
journey d o w n to Greece—the infamous 
Be lorade-Athens run—was not pleasant 
but no th ing l i ke as bad as any of the 
hor ro r stories we had heard . The j ourney 
f rom Budapest took 24 hours, but we h a d 
seats for most of the t ime and w h e n we 
had to stand at least the scenery was 
interest ing! 

O n the r e tu rn journey , w e passed 
th rough the Swiss A lps , s topping in 
Zermat t at the foot of the Mat te rhorn , 
before r e turn ing home th rough France 
and Ire land (there are free ferries to and 
f rom Ireland). 

T o use the free ferry cross ing as we l l as 
t ra in serv ices, y o u need an 'Inter-Rail and 
Boat ' c a rd w h i c h costs £180. A n ord inary 
Inter-Rai l c a r d costs £155. I ended up 
spend ing nea r l y £500 on the who le 
month 's ho l iday but have no doubt that it 
c ou ld have been done for less. 

O u r travels th rough Greece and Italy 
we re v e r y enjoyable and our activit ies 
v a r i ed eno rmous l y in the t ime we were 
there. One day we were exp l o r ing the 
t iny cliff-top v i l lages on Santor in i on h ired 
mopeds and o n l y days later admi r ing the 
magni f icent Renaissance archi tecture of 
Tuscany . 

If y o u want a hol iday w h i c h combines 
so m a n y natura l and histor ica l sights w i th 
days l y ing on a beach and loads of p i z za 
and ice-cream, an inter-rai l tr ip through 
Greece and Italy is exce l lent va lue for 
money . 
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LETTERS Scribbler's Corner. 
A noble 
gesture 
Dear Andy, 

I understand f rom a fr iend of m ine that 
a letter appeared in last week 's F E L I X 
concern ing Reggie the L i o n , the mascot 
of K ing 's Col lege and I'd l ike to take this 
opportuni ty to clear up any 
misunders tanding and inaccurac ies . 

1. Reggie's or ig ina l W e d d i n g Tack le , 
now mounted o n a plaque a n d be ing 
l ooked after by a King 's Eng ineer at a 
hal l of res idence w i l l soon be kept beh ind 
the bar at K ing 's—alongs ide IC's mi l i tary-
dressed teddy-bear. 

2. Reggie's present equipment—'he 's a 
very p roud l ion '—created by yours t ru ly , 
w i l l r ema in in place unt i l . . .wel l , unt i l 
further not ice ! 

3. For the immedia te future, (Rag W e e k 
and Eng ineers ' Ball), Reggie w i l l r ema in 
in a B l secur i ty zone at a locat ion in the 
col lege k n o w n to fewer than ten people. 
So y o u lot can ' t have h im ! Sorry , lads! 

Lots of love from, 
Alex Ottway, Defender of Reggie. 

The bottom Standards 
line 

Dear Editor, 
Is this pseudonym business a pr ivate 

funct ion, or c an anyone jo in in? If so, 
then I wou ld l ike to put in m y 
contr ibut ion. 

In your ed i tor ia l for Fe l i x 892 y o u 
express your annoyance at exams. I too 
have heard the arguments for e xams— 
that they prov ide an abstract scale 
against w h i c h to measure people against, 
et a l . Th is set m e th ink ing about what the 
Col lege is rea l ly for. 

Af ter three years here, I have come to 
the conc lus ion that it on ly exists to 
produce automatons to keep our industry 
(barely) runn ing ; but, p r imar i l y , to m a k e 
money . E x a m s prov ide the cheapest w a y 
to assess students, so profits can be 
max im ised . 

Cou ld there be any other reason? 
Yours, 
The Wizzard. 

and logic 
Dear Andy, 

I do w i sh A t h e n a wou ld app ly the same 
standards to himsel f/hersel f/themselves 
as she/they/he does (do) to others. 

Issue 894 point 2: begins by s lagging off 
Chr ist ians for hav ing arguments on a 
premise that the B ib le is f ict ion. Is either 
any better than the other? 

N o w let's say I want to argue 
someth ing w i t h the premise that there is 
life after death. A t h e n a w o u l d (I presume) 
a l l ow me to state this (after a l l , there's no 
less proof than for—say—the f ict ional 
nature of the Bible) . But what if I said 
'accord ing to St Paul 's first letter to the 
Cor inthians. . . ' a n d then stated 'there is life 
after death' . Sudden ly no good? H m m m , 
nove l logic. 

However , I do agree w i t h point 2—it's 
nice, o rdered logic. So, A t h e n a , pract ice 
what y o u p reach , or stop preaching . 

Yours sincerely, 
Andy Cooksley, Physics 3. 

A reply to a reply to another reply 
Dear Andy, 

A reply, to a reply, to another reply , to 
yet more repl ies to a letter w h i c h may or 
may not have been pr in ted in F E L I X a 
long t ime ago. 

1. A t h e n a m a y not be scared enough 
not to admit his/her/its name , but how 
about the others w h o wr i te in us ing 
assumed names? A n d even if A t h e n a was 
scared, wou ld he/she/it admi t it? A t this 
point for the sake of cont inui ty , I w i l l 
refer to A t h e n a as the female gender as 
Pallas A t h e n a or ig ina l ly was. 

2) Yes, m u c h logic inc luded in 
arguments on the letters page is f lawed, 
or two-faced. 

Eg . A t h e n a writes that we w o u l d 
assume general isat ions about her, (i.e. if 
she were female, she wou ld be a feminist) 
if her name was disclosed. 

Fa ir enough. 
But in do ing so, she too makes a gross 

general isat ion in that the average reader 
is 'assumptionist ic ' . 

3) W i t h the closure by the editor of a 
certa in topic w h i c h p r o v o k e d m u c h 
heated argument , A t h e n a has k ind ly 
suppl ied us a l l w i th a fresh, new and 
chal leng ing one to sink our cr i t ica l teeth 
into, i.e. the historicity of the Bib le . 

I hope A t h e n a does more w o r k at her 

course than in researching her l i terature, 
because if not, she's got quite a bit to do. 

B ib l i ca l l i terature is embedded in the 
foundat ion of M idd l e Eastern history and 
as science moves forward in researching 
our past, more and more of the Bib le is 
p roved to be va l id , if not fact. 

Fifty years ago, A b r a h a m was thought 
of as be ing a myth i ca l f igure, but now 
there is more than enough archeo log ica l 
ev idence to say that he l i v ed on this 
earth. Go ing e ven further back, there is 
an incredib le amount of ev idence to 
suggest that there was a f lood and that 
there is a wooden boat-l ike structure 
embedded in ice on Mount Arara t , 
Turkey , corresponding to the d imensions 
specif ied by G o d to Noah w h e n bu i ld ing 
the ark. 

Jesus may or may not have wa lked on 
water, depend ing on what y o u bel ieve, 
but A thena , b y dec lar ing the B ib le as 
' f iction', is most certa inly wa lk ing on thin 
air. 

4) Referr ing not just to A t h e n a , but 
many more w h o hav%«^rjtten in , we can 
conc lude that a l l Chrisj jaj i^ are 
unforg iv ing, self-righteouo, judgementa l , 
hypocr i t i ca l , etc. T h i n k i n g of us (yes, I'm 
one too) as Victor ianists is i n itself 
archaic . 

Yes, a l l of us fall for at least one of 
these quite frequently, but that doesn't 
mean we are supposed to. There isn't 
enough t ime or space to dea l w i th a l l of 
them, but t ak ing the subject of 
forgiveness, Chr ist ians are supposed to 
forgive and be compassionate , but we are 
also charged (just as we w o u l d be 
moral ly ) to po int out to someone w h e n 
they are do ing someth ing b latant ly 
wrong . 

There have been some misunderstood 
and misguided letters on bo th sides, 
por t ray ing an uncar ing Chr is t ian faith, of 
w h i c h this must be the fault on ly of 
ourselves. 

Ano the r c r i t i c i sm of Chr ist ians wr i t ing 
in is not of quot ing the B ib l e , but of not 
g i v ing a context or a reason for their 
belief in it, or a n interpretat ion of w h y 
the person in quest ion might be te l l ing us 
to do or not to do someth ing . 

5) Ag ree ing w i t h Athena 's v i ews on the 
prehensi le antics of mascot ry and the 
solutions suggested, I ask myself , is it the 
ch i ldren w h o are at r isk or the Un i on 
funds and recr iminat ions w e should be 
w o r r y i n g about? 

Yours, trying to be Christlike, 
Giles Pettit, Mech Eng 1 
(A real entity!) 
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What's On 
AN UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS IN 
COLLEGE 

FRIDAY 
Hang Gliding 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Come and find out 
about weekend training. Weekly meeting. 
Yacht Club Meeting 12.30pm 

Huxley 413. 
Rag Meeting 12.40pm 
Union Lounge. 
Huxley Soc Bookstall l.OOpm 

JCR. 
Friday Prayers l.OOpm 
Southside Gym. See Islamic Society. 
Kung Fu 4.30pm 
Union Gym. 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 5.00pm 
413 Maths. 
Yoga 5.30pm 
Southside 
Christian Union Meeting 6.00pm 
308 Computing. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Fencing Club Training 6.40pm 

Club training. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and join in. 
Southside Disco..... 8.30pm 

Southside Bar. 

SATURDAY 
Picocon 9 10.00am 
Al l day in the Union Building. 
Kung Fu Club 4 . 3 0 p m 
Wu Shu Kwan in Southside Gym. 

SUNDAY 
Sunday Service 10.00am 
Anteroom Sherfield Building. See West London 
Chaplaincy. 
Catholic Chaplaincy Mass 11.00am 
53 Cromwell Road. 
Wargames l.OOpm 
UDH. Al l welcome. 
Yoga 10.30am 

Southside Gym. 
Kung Fu Club 4 . 3 0 p m 
Wu Shu Kwan in the Union Gym. 
Catholic Mass 6.00pm 
53 Cromwell Road, followed by supper. 

MONDAY 
RockSoc Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. A l l abnormalities 
welcome. 
Basketball Club 5.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Men's Team. 
Keep Fit , 3 . 3 0 p m 

Southside Gym. 
Intermediate Rock 'n' Roll 6.00pm 
JCR. , •• 
Swimming : . 6 . 3 0 p m 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Beginners Rock 'n' Roll 7.00pm 

AND AROUND IMPERIAL 

JCR. 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and try one of the 
most physically demanding sports. 
Latin American 8.00pm 

JCR. 

TUESDAY 
C.U. Prayer Meeting , £ . 3 0 p m 

Chaplain's Office 
Riding Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Amnesty Stall 12.30pm 
JCR. Sign a letter, look at the display, buy 
some goods. 
AudioSoc 12.30pm 
S.C.R. for cheap records, CDs and hi fi 
discounts. 
Radio Modellers 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Cathsoc Mass 12.30pm 
Mech Eng 702. Followed by lunch. 
Sailing Club 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
PhotoSoc l.OOpm 
Southside Lounge. New members to join. 
Radio Modellers 5.30pm 
Student training workshop, Mech Eng. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 

Southside Gym. 
Amenesty International 5.30pm 
Clubs Committee Room. Weekly meeting. 
Wine Tasting Soc 6.00pm 
Union Lounge. Weekly meeting. Everyone 
welcome 
Improvers Ballroom 6.00pm 

JCR. 
Canoe Club 6 . 1 5 p m 
Beit Quad store or 8.30pm in Southside Upper 
Lounge. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Ballroom Bronze Medal 7.00pm 

JCR. 
Yoga 8.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Cricket Nets J.OOpm 
Lords. Meet at 7.45pm in Mech Eng Foyer. 
Must bring whites. 

WEDNESDAY 
Amnesty Stall A l l day 
JCR. 
Keep Fit 12.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Bike Club 1 2 . 4 5 p m 
Southside Lounge. 
Cycling Training l.OOpm 
Meet at Beit Arch. 
Wargames l.OOpm 
UDH. A l l welcome. 
Speaker Meeting 1 . 1 5 p m 
Physics LT1. 'Enhanced back-scatter: Beyond 
the spectre of the Broken'—Prof C Dainty. 
Micro Club Meeting 1 . 1 5 p m 

Top floor NW corner Union Building. Every 
week. 
Kung Fu 1.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Huxley Soc 'Coffee & Chat' 2 . 1 5 p m 
Physics Level 3, next the Blackett Bookshop. 
DramSoc 2.30pm 
Union Concert Hall. 
Diving 6.30pm 
Swimming Pool. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.00pm 

Southside Gym. 
Basketball Club 7.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Women's Team 
Kung Fu Club 7.30pm 
Union Gym. Wu Shu Kwan. 

THURSDAY 
Fencing Training 1 1 . 3 0 a m 
Intermediate & advanced coaching. 
Balloon Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
YHA Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Postgrad Lunch 12.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Princes Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Amnesty Stall 12.30pm 
JCR. Sign a letter, look at the display, buy 
some goods. 
Fencing Training 12.30pm 

Beginners Training. 
Pro-Life Meeting 12.40pm 
Union Lounge. 
Third World 1st Meeting . . 1 2 . 4 5 p m 
Green Room Union Building. ' An introduction 
to Traidcraft and alternative trading'. 
Huxley Soc Debate 1 . 1 5 p m 
Huxley 340. 'This house believes blasphemy is 
good'—proposed by the Huxley Soc, opposed 
by Christians. 
Fencing Training 1.30pm 

General. 
Gliding Club Meeting l.OOpm 
Aero 266. Come and arrange a trial flight. A l l 
newcomers welcome. 
Keep Fit 3 . 3 0 p m 

Southside Gym 
Midweek Service 5.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Prince's Gardens). 
New Beginners Ballroom 6.00pm 

JCR. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Surf/Windsurf Video Night 7.00pm 
Union Lounge. 
Improvers Ballroom 7.00pm 

JCR 
Intermediate Ballroom 8.00pm 
JCR. 
Southside Disco & . 3 0 p m 
Southside Bar. 
ICCAG Soup Run J9.15pm 
Meet Weeks Hall Basement. 
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TOP TEN VIDEOS 
ICU BOOKSTORE 

1. Pretty Woman 
2. Look Who's Talking 
3. Nuns on the Run 
4. Leviathan 
5. Drugstore Cowboy 
6. Joe Versus the Volcano 
7. Last Exit to Brooklyn 
8. A.W.O.L. 
9. Dark Angel 
10. Two Moon Junction 

All videos only £1 per night 
Monday-Thursday 

Special weekend rate 3 nights 
only &3 

Membership is now FREE 

Wednesday 6th March 

BAR QUIZ 
Union Lounge Bar 

£5 per team 
8pm start 

Saturday 2nd March 
R U G B Y 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
England vs Ireland 

Bar open from Midday 

ICU 
Sabbatical Hustings 

Monday 4th 
St Mary's, 6pm 

Thursday 7th 
Imperial College 

JCR, 6.30pm 
Hear next year's candidates' lies and 

ask them awkwark questions 

ICU Social Cultural and Amusement Board 
Thursday 7 t h March 

C a b a r e t 
N i g h t ' 9 1 

£2.50 advance 
£3.50 on the door 

Doors open at 8pm 

Imperial College Union 
Overseas Students Committee 

Presents 

Friday 1st March 1991 
Food Fest iva l—6.30pm, J C R 

Cul tura l S h o w - 8 . 0 0 p m , Great Ha l l 
Braz i l i an Carn iva l—10.00pm, 

Tickets available from the Union 
Office or overseas society officers: 
£3.50 in advance £4.00 at the door 

EVERYBODY WELCOME 
Imperial College of Science, Technology & Medicine 

Exhibition Road, South Kensington, London SW7 



Editorial 
Apologies, Explanations, and 
Frustration... 
So, here it is, the T rave l Spec ia l . Ro land , 
the Features Edi tor , has a l ready g iven his 
opinions on the subject of t rave l in his 
mini-edi tor ia l on page 4, so I'm not go ing 
to repeat his w i sdom. 

I am go ing to apologise to anyone w h o 
submitted any th ing for this issue that 
wasn't used. Th is shou ld have been 28 
pages long, but due to unfortunate t im ing 
invo l v ing us a n d paper suppl iers, we 
didn't have enough paper. E v e n worse, it 
isn't anybodies fault, so there 's no 
potent ia l for a good rant. A n d that's the 
bit that's really annoy ing . 

A l so due to this lack of space several 
things that we re promised last issue 
haven't been pr inted. The fol low-up to 
the article about comics (which was 
exce l lent ly written...) w i l l be pr in ted next 
week, as w i l l the second part of 'Zen 
Lawyer ' , and the new co lumns (the d iary 
and the bor ing lecture forum). A s for that 
cat, see below.. . 

Hi ho, hi ho, it's off to...? 
Yet more new stuff. Start ing next week 
there w i l l be a semi- regular sect ion 
invest igat ing the v iews of Imperial 
students towards impor tant issues, both 
w i th in col lege and wi thout . It takes the 
form of a survey , where in r andom 
students w i l l be asked a quest ion about a 
specific subject, and the answers w i l l be 
publ ished. If y o u are qu izzed , y o u w i l l be 
asked whether or not y o u m i n d hav ing 
your name and/or photo used, w h i c h is 
total ly up to y o u . The first survey was 
run w i th the quest ion 'A re y o u go ing to 
vote in the ICU sabbatical elections?'. 
Should be fun... 

Next comes an exper iment . 
Trad i t iona l ly Fe l i x does not publ ish f ict ion 
or poetry, as these have been the doma in 

of Phoen ix . Howeve r , Phoen i x is on ly 
p roduced sporad ica l ly (about once a 
year), and is v e r y under publ ic ised . Thus 
Fe l i x w i l l n ow be open to the publ icat ion 
of f ict ional mater ia l . There is far too little 
emphasis on the arts at this college, and 
there needs to be more awareness of art 
and l i terature. So get wr i t ing ! 

Wanted: More Dwarves... 
There are some internal changes be ing 
made to Fe l i x , start ing this week, in an 
effort to m a k e the office more efficient, 
and get Fe l i x out wi thout hav ing to stay 
up al l night! A s such there w i l l be a very 
important staff meet ing at 12.30 p m 
today, in the F e l i x office. 

Staff meet ings are NOT just for current 
staff. They are the best t ime for anyone 
interested in he lp ing out to come in , as 
al l the regular bunch w i l l be about. Fe l i x 
constant ly needs more help, f rom anyone. 
We ' re not a nasty little c l ique full of 
hacks, we 're human (honest. We l l , apart 
f rom the odd alien). If needs be I'll get 
d o w n on m y hands and knees: HELP!! ! In 
a col lege of ove r 6000 students, there 
must be more than a dozen w h o are 
interested in what Fe l i x does! 

Ove r a hundred people s igned up at the 
Freshers Fa ir last t e rm, so where are you ! 
Y o u don't even have to be able to wri te , 
or to spel l (as Chr is is an excel lent 
example of), Fe l i x can a lways do w i th 
more people. If you 've ever l ooked at 
Fe l i x and thought 'We l l , I don't l ike 
that...' or ' W h y didn't they do this...?', 
then C O M E IN A N D T E L L US. 
PLEASE! ! ! ! 

So there you have it: A g r o w n m a n 
reduced to hyster ica l , last d i t ch attempts 
at gett ing your attention. A sad example 
of the effects of apathy on a (relatively) 
sane, ideal ist ic y o u n g editor. If y o u don't 
want to hear any more of this k i n d of 

A 
S 

F 
Bi t 

th ing, then y o u k n o w what to do: Give us 
a hand.. .Please! 

Credits 
Printing and Typesetting: A n d y and 
Rose 
News Editor: A n n a 
Arts Editor: A d a m T 
Books Editor: M i chae l 
Music Editor : J ohn 
Photo Editor : R i cha rd 
Features Editor : Ro land 
The Gang: Stef, James, l an , Chr is R, the 
t rave l wr i ters , and al l the rev iewers. 
The Collators: Ph i l ; po l i t i ca l rad ica l , 
dragged here by Ph i l ; Ph i l , Ph i l , Y a s m i n , 
and Gabr ie l , a n d anybody else w h o turns 
up. 

F e l i x is p r o d u c e d f o r a n d o n b e h a l f o f t h e I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e 

U n i o n P u b l i c a t i o n s B o a r d a n d is p r i n t e d b y t h e I m p e r i a l 

C o l l e g e U n i o n P r i n t U n i t , P r i n c e C o n s o r t R o a d , L o n d o n S W 7 

2 B B ( T e l 0 7 1 - 2 2 5 8 6 7 2 ) . E d i t o r : A n d r e w B u t c h e r , M a n a g e r : 

C h r i s S t a p l e t o n , B u s i n e s s M a n a g e r : J e r e m y B u r n e l l . C o p y r i g h t 

F e l i x 1 9 9 1 . I S S N 1 0 4 0 - 0 7 1 1 . 

NOW IN AT 
Imperial College Union 

Bookstore 
THE T-SHIRT 

of 
'Imperialist College 

Union' 
LIMITED EDITION 

Staff Meeting: 
for all current and new persons in the Felix Office 

today at 12.30pm. If you can't make it come along 

on Monday lunchtime instead. 
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p i Kill the Rooster to 
Frighten the Monkey FELIX 

T w o hunched , sul len figures were pushed 
rough ly through a curta in hang ing across 
the corr idor . T h e y were ho ld ing h a n d s -
no, their thumbs were c l amped together 
between the knuck les . T h e y were beaten 
repeatedly unt i l they lay o n the floor 
be low m y bunk . One thumb-c lamp was 
loosened and their arms we re fed through 
the bunk legs to unite w i t h the c lamp the 
other side. It l ooked ve ry painful and 
both prisoners w i n c e d w h e n their arms 
were twisted and their thumbs were bent. 
The digits were bad ly swo l l en and the 
sk in was bloated a round the i r d ir ty nails. 
They lay there w i t h staring, gui lty 
expressions. 

I establ ished that they had been caught 
steal ing money . Justice in C h i n a seems to 
be dispensed ent ire ly by the pol ice, w h o 
also decide the penalty. T h e ult imate 
penalty is execut ion . 

The po l i c eman who k i c k e d them w h e n 
he passed, g r inned and seemed pleased 
w i th his arrest. They wou ld not be here 
t omor row , he sa id . 1 asked wha t their fate 
was. He rep l i ed by m i m i n g a gunshot in 
the head, the s tandard m a n n e r i s m for 
execut ion . Bo th figures twis ted and 
contor ted their bodies to escape f rom the 
k i cks beneath m y bunk . T h e y lay in the 
cigarette stubs, me lon sk ins and chewed 
ch i cken bones, the whites of their eyes 
large and br ight in the dusk. 

Frequent ly execut ions are car r i ed out at 
mass gatherings. The purpose of this is to 
max imise the deterrence potent ia l , the 
official reason be ing that 'it is good to 
have some people executed so as to 
educate others' . 

It was a hot, uncomfortab le night. I 
slept i n starts, w a k i n g to b rush 
cockroaches f rom m y face. W h e n d a w n 
came, the convicts were gone, their l ives 
te rminated to 'educate others' . 

Mass execution. 

If you can't make it to the s tad ium then 
y o u can a lways catch up w i th the 
month 's k i l l ings at the exh ib i t i on . In 
almost a l l the large cities there are 
permanent deterrent boards dedicated to 
gruesome, s tomach-churn ing pictures of 
the latest execut ions. The pictures here 
were part of an exh ib i t i on in K u n m i n g , 
Y u n n a n prov ince , in southern Ch ina . 
Other subjects covered inc luded 
part icu lar ly gory, fatal r oad accidents, 
and decay ing genitals—the v ic t ims of V D . 

It is hard to say how China 's c r ime rate 
compares w i t h those in other countr ies. 
Juven i l e c r ime is a g row ing p rob l em in 
the cities. T h e types of c r ime commi t t ed 
inc lude murder , rape, and theft of large 
sums of money . C r im ina l groups of 
youngsters are c o m m o n . T h e official 
b lame is p laced on inf luence f rom foreign 
c r im ina l c l iques por t rayed in the mass 
med ia . Perhaps it is s imply that they are 

A candidate for death. 

fo l lowing the examp le of the ir 'g lorious 
leaders' . 

But the death penal ty is part of Chinese 
culture, an accepted way of life. The 
general op in ion in Ch ina is of support for 
the death penal ty and most agree that it 
is necessary today to ma in ta in the l ow 
cr ime rate. Chinese argue that life 
impr isonment , favoured b y Europe is an 
expensive a l ternat ive w h i c h cannot be 
adopted by C h i n a at present. The 
i r revocable deaths of the w rong l y 
conv ic ted are s imply a 'pity ' . 

A l t hough execut ion is usua l ly reserved 
for murder a n d rape, du r ing the 
numerous c lamp-downs that take place 
' execut ion quotas ' have to be met by 
each prov ince . If the quota isn't reached, 
the pettiness of cr imes w h i c h warrant 
death increase. 

In 1984 a v i l lage party secretary in 
Shaanx i P rov ince put 72 v i l lagers into 
custody for suspic ion of steal ing part of 
his b icyc le bel l . Seventeen we re tortured 
and the another 28 were he ld for eight 
days and forced to pay fines to cover the 
cost of the guards. 

Back in Y u n n a n Prov ince a group of 
po l i cemen deta ined 201 people in 1986 
for ' law-study class' w h i c h lasted as long 
as eighty days. M a n y were f ined and 
tortured unt i l they confessed to cr imes 
they had not commit ted . A s a result two 
people commi t t ed suicide, one person 
died and m a n y were wounded . 

Before June 1989 China 's last round-up 
of cr imina ls started in 1983 w h e n 100,000 
were arrested. In the last e ighteen 
months the same number have lost their 
l ives in the name of ' educat ion ' , for 
cr imes no greater than wr i t i ng this 
article. 

Christopher Riley. 

This is an extract f rom part of an 
Amnes t y G r o u p exh ib i t i on on H u m a n 
Rights, to be held in the J C R next week, 
between the 5th a n d 7th Mar ch . 


