


H i N a t u r a l S e l e c t i o n 
St Mary ' s psycho logy department has sent 
out quest ionnaires to al l appl icants for St 
Mary ' s Hospi ta l Med ica l Schoo l and four 
other med ica l schools in the country . 
Press reports, or ig inat ing f rom a recent 
art ic le in the T imes Educa t i ona l 
Supplement , imp l i ed that the comple t i on 
of the quest ionnaire was i n some way 
l inked to the success of an appl icat ion. 

Chr is M c M a n u s , head of the research 
group w h i c h produced the quest ionnaires, 
dismissed the al legations, stating that 
comple t i on of the quest ionnaire was 
ent ire ly vo luntary . He added that the 
on ly appl icat ions rece ived by med ica l 
schools were U C C A forms and that the 
list of appl icants were mere l y used to 
target the mai lshot . No in format ion 
passed be tween the med ica l school 's 
appl icat ion department a n d his research 
group, he sa id . 

Conce rn ing pr i vacy , M r McManus said 
that in format ion gathered f rom the 
quest ionnaire is ent ire ly secure. The data 
resides on a compute r that is not 
ne tworked , a n d is separated f rom the 
med ica l schoo l . 

The quest ionnaire is part of an ongo ing 
project to determine the attributes of a 
successful appl icant , what makes a 
successful doctor and whe ther part icular 
types of people choose part icu lar career 
paths. The first quest ionnaire , sent out 
ten years ago, was fo l l owed by further 
in format ion gather ing, inc lud ing f inal 
results and careers after med i ca l schoo l . 

A c c o r d i n g to M r M c M a n u s one of the 
a ims of the project is to ensure that the 
publ ic is treated by the ve ry best doctors. 
If the character traits that l ead to a 
student deve lop ing into a good doctor 
can be identi f i ied, and the in format ion 
incorporated into the se lect ion process, 
this should result in the r ight candidates 
be ing selected. M r M c M a n u s does not see 
this as a d iscr iminatory procedure but 
rather as part of a more re f ined select ion 
process. 

He said that previous w o r k by his 
research team had shown that the 
r ank ing po l i cy emp loyed by U C C A 
d iscr iminated against some students. 
Departments rejected appl icants s imp ly 
because of whe re their inst i tut ion 
appeared on the list; Br i s to l univers i ty 
was among the most blatant offender. 
U C C A have n o w since abo l ished the 
rank ing system. 
The team's mon i t o r ing of appl icants f rom 
ethnic minor i t ies revea led a signif icant 

leve l of d i sc rminat ion . U C C A has now set 
up its o w n mon i t o r ing scheme as a direct 
result of the team's work . 
M r M c M a n u s felt that the w o r k of his 
team had been misrepresented in the 
press and has wr i t ten a letter to one of 
the newspapers concerned . Dr George 
Tate, St. Mary ' s Admiss ions Tutor , 
con f i rmed M r McManus ' s statement, 
say ing that the on ly in format ion St Mary ' s 
rece ive about appl icants is that w h i c h is 
stated on the U C C A form. 

CCU Election Time! 
Next week sees the vot ing for both Roya l 
Col lege of Sc ience and C i ty and Gui lds 
Un i on non-sabbatical posts. 

There are three candidates for the post 
of Ci ty and Gui lds President; T i m Proctor , 
J ohn Sears a n d Ajit Medt ia . The fo l lowing 
are standing for other posts: Steve 
Farrant and L u c i a Cl ipstowe for V i ce -
President; Rober t Evans and Nia l l Davies 
for Honora ry Secretary; Steven 
Ho lb rough and M a r k Jackson for 
Enterta inments Officer. 

Mark Payne, Chr is B rowne , Sarah 
We l sh and James Shaw are a l l unopposed 
for the posts of A cadem i c Affairs Officer, 
O l d Central ian 's rep, Pub l i c i ty Officer and 
Gu i l d Sheet Ed i tor respect ive ly . 

In the R o y a l Col lege of Science 
elect ions A n g e l a Creissen and Louise 
Rafferty are s tanding for the post of 
President w i th F l e m m i n g He ino and 
R i cha rd M u r r a y and standing for the post 
of Vice-President. For the post of 
Hono ra r y Jun i o r Treasurer Robert 

L e a m o n and R i cha rd Thaiss and both 
s tanding w i t h S imon G ibbons a n d Chr is 
F ie ld the on ly candidates for the posts of 
Hono ra r y Secretary and A c a d e m i c Affairs 
Off icer respect ive ly . 

The hustings for the RCS candidates 
were held in the Un i on D i n i n g Ha l l on 
Thursday w i th the elections be ing held on 
M o n d a y next week. T h e elect ions for the 
Ci ty and Gui lds posts w i l l be on Tuesday. 

Candidates for the Roya l Schoo l of 
Mines elect ions w i l l not be k n o w n unt i l 
next week. 
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Hub Explained 
A c c o r d i n g to a col lege source Imperial 's 
Hub office is about to advert ise two 
c ler ica l posit ions in 'The G u a r d i a n ' med ia 
pages. Hub costs were not l isted on last 
year 's col lege accounts and this has led to 
confusion and suspic ion about Hub's brief. 

A c c o r d i n g to Lady Clare A s h , in overa l l 
charge of the office, Hub 's activit ies are 
mani fo ld . O n e of her m a i n responsibi l i t ies 
is the pastora l care of long-term academic 
visitors and their dependants. Lady A s h 
and her assistant are par t i cu lar ly 
concerned w i t h the wel fare of non-
Engl ish speak ing dependants; help can 
range from f inding part-t ime jobs for 
visitors and their families to f inding 
schools for v is i tors ' ch i l d r en . Lady A s h 
pointed out that the Un i on is the official 
caretaker of student wel fare at Imperia l 
and that, apart f rom the H u b office, there 
is no para l le l organisat ion for academic 
visitors. 

The Hub office is also responsible for 
organis ing the Christmas Caper and 
Summer Fair . H u b also organises a series 
a dinners throughout the year for new 
academic v is i tors and new members of 
staff. 

The Lost Y o u t h Theatre , 450 F u l h a m 
Road , is ho ld ing two fundrais ing nights 
this weekend . T h e theatre has suffered 
funding cuts fo l l ow ing the d isbandment of 
the Inner L o n d o n Educat ion Au tho r i t y 
and is struggl ing to make ends meet. Lost 
is a lways keen to attract not just 
audiences but new members ; situated in 

King 's Col lege mascot, Reggie, is soon to 
be reunited w i t h his genita l ia , say King 's 
Col lege Un i on (KQCU). The Mascot, a 
male l ion made of concrete f i l led bronze , 
was taken by C i t y and Gui lds Col lege 
U n i o n (C&GU) in the spr ing of 1989. His 
wedd ing tackle were then removed , 
al legedly w i th a t in opener . 

W h e n ransomed back to K Q C U for 
£100, his geni ta l ia were not re turned. 
Instead of w h i c h , they we re hung beh ind 
the bar in our U n i o n Bu i l d i ng (Beit Quad). 
A t about 8 .00pm on Saturday K Q C U , 
hav ing occup ied the bar a n d c leared an 
escape route out of the quad , r emoved 
Reggie's wedd ing tackle f r om beh ind the 

Lady A s h disc losed that there has been 
some discussion about the creat ion of a 
new administrat ive post in the Hub office 
w i th an accomodat i on brief. Lady A s h 
said that she was unaware that the 
personne l department had made a 
decis ion to advert ise any posts related tc 
the Hub Office. Miss Cox , personnel 
officer for H u b was unava i lab le for 
comment yesterday. 

the heart of F u l h a m it is v e r y accessible 
to IC students. 

The weekend 's enter ta inment opens 
tonight w i th 'The B lue D y e ' an up and 
com ing band f rom Cal i fo rn ia , fo l lowed on 
Saturday by an even ing of cabaret and 
improv isa t ion . Bo th evenings start at 
9 .30pm, nearest tube F u l h a m Broadway , 
entry £2.50. 

bar and ran f rom the quad. 
Severa l members of IC Rag attempted 

to stop them, but were unsuccessful. 
Steve Farrant , Rag cha i rman , was f lung 
against one of the benches in the quad, 
f ractur ing a r ib . C o m m e n t i n g that one of 
the assailants had been in his grasp, he 
said,'I had three darts i n m y hand, but I 
couldn ' t b r ing mysel f to use them. ' 

A l though K ing ' s may now be 
cons ider ing dec la r ing Reggie 's testacies a 
separate v io late mascot, it seems more 
l ike ly that they w i l l be reat tached to h i m 
rep lac ing the t emporary set he is 
current ly wear ing . 

False Arrest 
A m a n was arrested in Garden Ha l l by a 
pla inclothes po l i c eman on Sunday 17 
February for a t tempt ing to sel l a b icyc le . 
The b ike was be l i eved to be one stolen 
f rom a Garden Ha l l resident earl ier this 
year. The man , w h o failed to identify 
himself as a student, was later released 
w h e n the po l ice cou ld not prove the 
b icyc le was sto len proper ty . 

Ear l i e r that day, the same m a n had 
entered the ha l l and offered to sel l a 
b icyc le to one of the residents for £10. 
The student accepted and pa id a £2 
deposit. Howeve r , the student was 
suspicious of the man's intent ions and 
contacted the wa rden , Ian Metcal fe. M r 
Metcalf immed ia te l y in fo rmed the pol ice, 
w h o sent a p la inc lothes officer a long to 
the scene. Later that a f ternoon, w h e n the 
m a n re turned w i th a rac ing b ike to the 
hal l , he was met by the officer and 
arrested. 

The m a n was later re leased and g iven a 
warn ing for trespassing on pr ivate 
property . The student conce rned , C H 
Wong , a P G student in Mechan i ca l 
Eng ineer ing sa id ; 'We l l , it's a good deal . 
Cheap for just £10. The po l ice couldn ' t 
prove it was sto len, so w h y not?' 

The same m a n has been seen w i th in 
the Col lege grounds on other occasions. 
Ano the r resident of the ha l l , Jean-Phi l l ipe 
Carchano , reca l led , 'Yes, this is not the 
first t ime I have seen this man , last t ime 
he tr ied to sel l a T V for £5.' A t a round 
8 p m on Sunday evening , the m a n was 
seen again on Col lege grounds, hav ing a 
p izza in Belushi 's . 

H A I R D R E S S E R S 
15A H A R R I N G T O N R O A D , 

S O U T H K E N S I N G T O N 
071-823 8968 

W e have a fantastic offer for a l l y o u 
students, a cut wash and b l o w d r y 

by our top styl ist 
(which no rma l l y costs around £21) 

F o r o n l y £11 M e n £12 W o m e n 

C h e c k us out ! 
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Cock-up! ! Deadline for 
manifestoes is actually 12.30pm, 
Friday 1st March, not as 
mentioned in the editorial...ASF 

Lost Theatre 

New Balls Please! 



OPINION 

IC ProLife Society give their viewpoint on the current letters page debate 

'Did I Kick Too 
The Status Quo 
In 1967, D a v i d Steel's A b o r t i o n Ac t made 
abor t ion a real i ty in Great Br i t a in , 
ostensibly for 'hard ' cases, ie rape, 
handicap, danger to the heal th of the 
mother . But such was the word ing of the 
act that in pract ice , by ex tend ing the 
mean ing of 'med ica l reason' to inc lude 
emot iona l distress or inconven ience , it -
cou ld be interpreted as a l l ow ing abort ion 
on demand. Of the 183,000-plus abort ions 
carr i ed out in Br i t a in in 1989, fewer than 
10% were for 'hard ' cases, yet it is by 
c i t ing this sma l l minor i ty of cases that 
most of those w h o support abort ion 
attempt to justify the remainder . The 
recent letter in F E L I X from A t h e n a was a 
typ ica l examp le of using c i rcumstances 
invo l v ing perhaps a few hundred cases to 
justify the r ema in ing hundreds of 
thousands of cases. It is important to 
realise that the vast majority of abort ions 
are for far less grave reasons, such as 
career d isrupt ion, f inancial dif f iculty and 

Why Pro-Life? 
The dif ference between those w h o are 
pro-life and those w h o are pro-abort ion, 
and the reason for a l l the antagonism 
between them, is that their reasoning 
stems from ent i re ly different bases. Pro-
lifers are not unaware of the arguments 
for abort ion. T h e y realise that great 
difficulty is often faced by the mother , 
and that the ch i ld may not a lways be 
brought up in ideal surroundings but they 
bel ieve that the right of every h u m a n 
be ing to life is paramount , and that in no 
case can the prospect of hardship for one 
person justify the denia l of life to another. 

However , the same conce rn for h u m a n 
life that prompts these beliefs means that 
most pro-lifers w o u l d not w i s h s imply to 
ban abort ion, but also to change the 
c ircumstances in w h i c h the decis ion is 
made to favour the pro-life opt ion. If, for 
example , adopt ion had enjoyed the same 
good publ ic i ty afforded to- abort ion, and 
DSS prov is ion for the fami ly was 
improved , abor t ion might seem less 
appeal ing. 

Three areas of part icular concern at the 
moment are Post Abo r t i on Syndrome , the 
RU486 'abort ion p i l l ' , and abor t ion and 
the handicapped. 

Post Abort ion Syndrome 
It is unsurpr is ing that w o m e n often feel 
emot iona l ly d isturbed as a result of an 
abort ion, but in recent years ev idence has 
been increas ing that w o u l d suggest that 
the magni tude of the t rauma is far 
greater than is c ommon l y recognised. 
M a n y w o m e n , perhaps years after hav ing 
an abort ion, exper ience feelings of guilt 
and regret of such a degree that their 
menta l health is threatened. 

The med ica l establ ishment has yet to 
recognise what is b e coming k n o w n as 

Post Abo r t i on Syndrome, a n d the health 
service and abor t ion agencies offer little 
help to the w o m e n to w h o m they so 
readi ly prov ide abort ions. These w o m e n 
are, after the unborn ch i ld , the second 
v ic t ims of abort ion. They deserve no 
resentment for hav ing been pushed by 
c i rcumstances into hav ing an abort ion, 
but on ly help a n d unders tand ing in 
c om ing to terms w i th what they have 
been through. It is w i th the support of 
the major pro-life organisat ions that 
groups have been rap id ly expand ing that 
offer help and counsel l ing to such 

women , often run by w o m e n who have 
exper ienced abort ion themselves. 
R U 4 8 6 
The RU486 'Abo r t i on P i l l ' , a l ready in use 
in France , is heading for Br i t a in . Med ica l 
trials have begun, and a l icense has been 
appl ied for. 

There are m a n y w o r r y i n g points 
associated w i th RU486 , and even many of 
those who support abort ion in general 
w i l l have cause for concern . 

The mot i va t i on beh ind the speed w i th 
w h i c h the F r e n c h , and soon our 
government have l icensed the drug may 

A Woman's Right? 
' A Woman ' s Right to Choose ' 
This is a phrase w h i c h never fails to 
come up in any abort ion debate. One 
th ing the pro-abort ion l obby have been 
most successful in over the past years is 
to make it a feminist issue. 

We l l , speaking as a w o m a n , I'm al l for 
sexual equality. M y rights to equal 
educat ion and career opportunit ies are 
things I feel v e r y strongly about; but I a m 
also pro-life. Th is is not a contradict ion—I 
just don't see this 'right to choose ' as a 
right at a l l . 

In the first place, abor t ion is not a legal 
right. The 1967 Abo r t i on Ac t r emoved 
the c r im ina l penalties for per forming 
abort ions in cer ta in c i rcumstances. It 
conferred no rights on anyone . 

Secondly , this choice u l t imate ly comes 
d o w n to whether the u n b o r n ch i ld in the 
w o m b lives or dies. For a l l m y feminist 
beliefs, I don't accord mysel f absolute 
power over the life and death of anyone. 

' A w o m a n has the right to do what she 
l ikes w i th her o w n body. ' 

Abso lute ly true, but is the foetus real ly 
just part of the mother 's body? I have not 
yet heard a c onv inc ing argument against 
life beg inning at concept ion . 

The W a r n o c k Commit tee stated in their 
report that, '...once the process has 
begun, there is no part icu lar part of the 
deve lopment process that is more 
important than another. A l l are part of a 
cont inuous process... ' 

There is no po int at w h i c h the 'blob of 
cells ' in a woman ' s uterus suddenly 
becomes a h u m a n being. Th is event took 
place at the beg inn ing , w h e n the sperm 
impregnated the egg to g ive the full 
genetic complement of the new 
ind iv idua l . T h e unborn ch i l d is genetical ly 
distinct f rom both parents. Far f rom be ing 
another part of its mother 's body, it is a 
different, distinct human be ing . If it were 
just the woman ' s body invo l ved , then the 
'her body and her choice ' argument 
might ho ld up, but there are two bodies 

invo lved , and in deal ing w i t h one it is 
sure ly not acceptable to destroy the 
other. 

A l l this hav ing been said, the immense 
difficulties ra ised w h e n faced w i th an 
unp lanned pregnancy can of course seem 
ove rwhe lm ing . Whatever a w o m a n may 
have be l i eved before, the shock of f inding 
herself pregnant may cause her to 
consider an abor t ion . The disrupt ion of 
her studies, her career, the st igma of 
i l leg i t imacy, the problems of be ing a 
single parent, and the worst th ing 
possible, p r egnancy as a result of rape, 
are pressures that must not be 
underest imated. 

However , the centra l fact remains. T h e 
ch i ld is a h u m a n being. No matter how it 
came into be ing , it is there, and has the 
same right to life as anyone else. 

A l l too often, the on ly real opt ion 
offered to a w o m a n in an unp lanned 
pregnancy is abor t ion . Other avenues are 
s imply not exp lo red . The ch i l d is assumed 
to be a burden that the mother wishes to 
dispose of as soon as possible. A n 
abort ion is offered, carr i ed out, and the 
w o m a n is then left to c a r r y on w i th her 
life as though noth ing had happened. This 
is s imply not acceptable. All the possible 
alternatives must be cons idered. 
Pregnancy need not mean the end of life 
as we k n o w it. A great fear is that a girl 's 
parents w i l l reject her if they f ind she is 
pregnant. A l t h o u g h this is regrettably true 
in some cases, m a n y w i l l , after the init ia l 
shock, offer the support that the mother 
needs—it is after a l l their g randch i ld . 
E v e n w h e n the mother is d isowned, there 
is substantial support ava i lab le f rom other 
sources. Pro-life groups such as L IFE offer 
both counse l l ing and pract ica l help, 
inc lud ing he lp w i t h c l a im ing DHSS grants, 
guidance on employment protect ion and 
materni ty payments , baby c lo th ing and 
equipment, a n d accommoda t i on bo th 
before and after the b i r th . 

Pregnancy is a who l l y natura l 
occurence. A woman 's who l e lifestyle 
needn't be changed because she is 

about abortion 

Hard?' 
not be ent i re ly honourab le . Just as 
governments are keen on abor t ion as a 
means of r e l i ev ing pressure on 
under funded health and soc ia l services, 
they are keen on RU486 because it is an 
outpatient me thod of abor t ion , l ower ing 
demand for beds. RU486 has been 
promoted as a leap f o rward in women 's 
rights, w i th the image of swa l l ow ing the 
p i l l and 'so lv ing the p rob l em ' . The real i ty 
is less appeal ing . A t least three 
appointments are required ove r a per iod 
of a round ten days, to administer the 
drug and k i l l the embryo , then to 

OPINION 
administer prostag landin to expe l the 
embryo , and f inal ly to check abort ion is 
complete . Severe pa in and heavy 
b leed ing is c o m m o n , somet imes requ i r ing 
a transfusion. The w o m a n is more l ike ly 
to see her aborted embryo , add ing to the 
t rauma a l ready increased b y the far 
longer procedure as c o m p a r e d w i th 
surgical methods. In 5% of cases, RU486 
fails to abort, m a k i n g surg ica l abort ion 
necessary as we l l , he ighten ing the 
psycholog ica l pressure on the w o m a n . 

RU486 is st i l l an exper imenta l drug, 
w i th noth ing k n o w n about long t e rm 

A Woman Speaks... 
pregnant. W i t h support she can carry on 
w i th her w o r k or educat ion. 

Dur ing the course of the pregnancy , 
m a n y w o m e n find that the unwanted 
ch i ld is very m u c h wanted indeed. 
However , for those w h o st i l l can't cope 
w i th a baby, the choice of adopt ion is 
there. 

Admi t t ed l y adopt ion can be 
t raumat i c— 'g i v ing up ' a ch i ld is not easy, 
but what is abor t ion if not ' g i v ing up'? 
W i t h adopt ion, y o u g iv ing are g i v ing your 
ch i ld parents for w h o m a ch i ld is m u c h 
longed for. A n aborted ch i l d can give no 
one joy or happiness. 

In fact, abor t ion can be far more 
t raumat ic than adopt ion. It can be 
phys ica l ly damag ing to the woman 's 
reproduct ive system, and in ve ry many 
cases the w o m a n is emot iona l l y scarred. 
Post-abort ion t r a u m a is ex t r eme ly 
c o m m o n , and a ve ry neg lected cond i t i on . 
A w o m a n can be pressurised into hav ing 
an abor t ion , and then d ischarged on ly to 
suffer regret and confusion, w i th no back
up support. Here , surpr is ing ly enough, 
pro-life groups such as L I F E and S P U C 
come into their own . Recent ly the pro-life 
movement has suffered a great deal f rom 
a smal l number of people s tanding 
outside abort ion cl inics hur l ing abuse and 
even debris at f r ightened y o u n g w o m e n 
enter ing and l eav ing . These people are 
no more a part of the ma ins t ream pro-life 
movement than the terrorists w h o b o m b 
the homes of scientists are part of a 
char i ty l ike A n i m a l A i d . B o t h the 
a forement ioned groups recognise the 
considerable socia l pressure that leads to 
so many abort ions, and wh i l e never 
accept ing that abor t ion can be right, offer 
counse l l ing and support to w o m e n w h o 
have had abort ions, to help them come to 
terms w i th their loss. 

Of course, the hardest quest ion to deal 
w i th is that of rape. Rape is almost 
certa inly the most t raumat ic exper ience a 
w o m a n can suffer, and it is argued that 
pregnancy can on ly c o m p o u n d th i s—a 

constant r eminder to the w o m a n of her 
ordeal . Shou ld then this be considered as 
a specia l case? Any w o m a n must feel a 
horror at the thought of rape result ing in 
pregnancy . It was the most difficult 
p rob l em I faced w h e n c o m i n g to m y pro-
life beliefs. H o w wou ld I feel if it were to 
happen to me? 

Howeve r the c ruc ia l fact cannot be 
altered. A n u n b o r n ch i ld is sti l l a ch i ld . A 
separate, un ique life has begun. There 
can be no 'special case' w h e n it comes to 
the k i l l ing of a human be ing , who l l y 
innocent of any cr imes commi t t ed leading 
to his or her concept ion . 

O n the prac t i ca l side, studies have 
shown that p regnancy f o l l ow ing rape is 
ve ry rare. The swift admin is t ra t ion of 
drugs after the rape can prevent 
ovulat ion and therefore fert i l isat ion. (This 
is not the same as the 'mo rn ing after' p i l l , 
w h i c h is an abortifacient.) 

If the worst were to happen, and the 
raped w o m a n became pregnant, then the 
support and pract ica l help out l ined above 
is avai lable, a l ong w i th the ex t ra care 
and counsel l ing a w o m a n in that dreadful 
situation requires. 

T o sum up then, abor t ion is not, and 
can never be, the 'r ight ' of a w o m a n . A n 
unbo rn ch i ld is not part of a woman 's 
body, but genet ical ly d i s t inc t—a unique 
ind i v i dua l—and therefore a w o m a n 
cannot have the right to decide whether 
it should l ive or die as part of her rights 
over her body . A b o r t i o n causes emot iona l 
and somet imes phys ica l damage to a 
w o m a n , w i th post-abort ion t rauma often 
be ing left undeal t w i th . A t ru ly free 
w o m a n is one w h o recognises the 
humani ty of her ch i ld and can come 
through the soc ia l pressures of abort ion, 
either to b r ing up the ch i ld for herself, or 
g iv ing it th rough adopt ion to a couple 
w h o want it v e ry m u c h a n d can give it 
the love it deserves. 

A s a w o m a n w h o bel ieves in f reedom 
from any submiss ion and equal rights for 
all human beings, I cannot be other than 
pro-life. 

effects on ferti l i ty or hea l th or the 
consequences of repeated use, yet it 
seems l ike ly that it w i l l be l icensed 
perhaps as ear ly as this spr ing . W e shou ld 
quest ion w h y the government is so keen 
to introduce a n unproven d rug w h i c h is 
more oppressive to the w o m e n that w i l l 
use it than current methods of abort ion. 

The long t e rm a im for R U 4 8 6 is the 
colossal potent ia l markets of the T h i r d 
W o r l d . A s operat ing theatres and b l ood 
transfusion facil it ies are thought essential 
precaut ions for Br i t i sh use, attempts to 
use the drug in areas whe r e med ica l 
facilities are l ack ing cou ld be disastrous 
for the w o m e n of the deve lop ing 
countries, as we l l as the w o r r y i n g 
prospect that a convenient me thod of 
abor t ion might d iver t attent ion for 
methods of popula t ion cont ro l that do not 
invo lve the k i l l i n g of the excess populace 
before b i r th . It w o u l d not be r id iculous to 
suggest that the support the drug is 
getting f rom western governments is not 
unconnected to a w ish to reduce their 
responsibi l i ty towards the deve lop ing 
wor ld . 

Rights for the Handicapped 

It's encourag ing to see how m u c h is be ing 
done to help the hand icapped in today's 
society. For examp le m u c h is be ing done 
to ensure that, w h e n app l y ing for jobs, 
their rights to 'equal opportunit ies ' are 
recognised. O n the prac t i ca l side, no new 
bui ld ing is p l anned wi thout tak ing into 
account their special needs. A n d yet, the 
same society that we lcomes these 
changes ca lm ly requires that, wheneve r 
possible, the hand icapped are k i l l ed 
before they are born . 

It doesn't m a k e sense. I c an on ly th ink 
of one argument that wou ld a l low this 
double-think. Howeve r , rather than be ing 
an attempt to help the hand icapped , it 
mere ly aims to keep the rest of us happy. 
It goes l ike this.... 'It must be a miserable 
life, and it's awful l i v ing side by side w i th 
misery. So, let's do a l l we can to make 
their life more pleasant—so we feel less 
uncomfor tab le—but get r i d of a l l those 
w h o are c o m i n g up. ' 

Such a point of v i ew is not very 
appeal ing. Not on ly does it s t ink of 
selfishness, but, far more important , it 
denies the ve ry humani ty of the 
handicapped. W e w i l l a l l happi ly say that 
al l persons are equal—that means we 
exc lude the handicapped . A n d so, the 
argument goes, what 's to stop us k i l l ing 
them after b irth? A n d the fol low-on from 
that is—what constitutes a handicap? 
Okay , it may sound far fetched, but it is 
the logical conc lus ion . 

To sort things out, we need to go back 
to square one. The hand icapped are 
human be ings—noone argues w i th that. 
This gives them the right to life itself, 
w h i c h urges us to help them l ive it, not 
k i l l them. 



Russia House 
The name's B la i r , Ba r l e y B la i r . 
Somehow , it doesn't have quite the 
same r i ng about it, does it? Sean 

Connery ' s r e turn to the spy game is a 
l ong w a y f r om his outings as the wor ld ' s 
most famous secret agent, and 007's 
g lamorous w o r l d is a far c r y f rom this 
m u c h more real ist ic po r t raya l of 
East/West espionage. 

Russia House, is a s low, cerebra l 
thr i l ler , set in the heady day of the 
in t roduct ion of Glasnost. T h e west 
remains jubi lant , the Russians, cyn ica l . 
T h e y spymasters? The want the good o ld 
days of the C o l d W a r back. W h e n a 
beauti ful Russ ian l i terary agent (the 
beauti ful , if not Russian, M iche l l e Pfeiffer) 
offers d r u n k e n Scots publ isher (Connery, 
w h o is, w i thout doubt, Scots) a book 
w h i c h reveals that the Russians are we l l 
b eh ind in the A r m s race, they are 
pos i t ive ly d roo l ing over the possibil it ies 
that open up. 

Th is f i lm is v e r y m u c h a product of 
Glasnost, bo th i n it be ing the result of the 
author 's first t r ip to Moscow, and in be ing 
the first f i lm to be a l l owed to shoot freely 
in the USSR. T h e attitude is ve ry post 
Glasnost too. There are no rea l 'goodies ' 
or 'baddies' , instead severa l different 
shades of grey. E v e n the most p r inc ip l ed 

R u s a l k a 
I Rusa lka is the water n y m p h w h o 
falls in love w i th a h u m a n pr ince 
and begs the w i t ch Jez ibaba 

to t ransform her into a w o m a n . She pays 
the terr ib le pr i ce of los ing the power of 
speech and , w h e n she is rejected b y her 
lover , is estranged f rom bo th the human 
and spirit wor ld . 

Kvap i l ' s text is inspired by myths as 
d iverse as Anderson ' s The Little Mermaid, 
C z e c h poet Erben 's ba l lad about The 
Water Spirit and Fouque 's tale of Undine, 
but is suffused by Cz e ch folk beliefs in 
w h i c h there is no good or ev i l , but where 
m a n , a l ienated f rom nature , is corrupt . 
Dvorak ' s sett ing is W a g n e r i a n in scale 
and construct ion , but displays his talent 
for l y r i ca l me l ody and r i ch orchestrat ion. 
It also ev inces b rave ry in compos ing for a 
hero ine w h o is dumb for m u c h of the 
second act. 

Mus ica l ly , this is an exce l lent 
product ion . N a n c y Gustavson as Rusa lka 
has bo th the strength and subtlety to 
handle the l ead role; N o r m a n Ba i l ey as 
the Water Spir i t has gravi tas and conveys 
an o ld man 's forebodings of youth 's 
unwise choices; Fe l ic i ty Pa lmer 's Jez ibaba 
is a malevo lent delight, cr isp and 
power fu l ly sung. 

The set is also marve l lous , contr ibut ing 
to the mag ica l aura of the p roduc t i on . 
Wh i t e boards sl ide back to revea l a coo l 
b lue poo l i n the centre of a n almost 

characters are forced to se l l out in the 
end, to preserve themselves. If anyone 
emerges in a t ru ly negat ive light, it is the 
Amer i cans , w h o r ide r oughshod over the 
Br i t i sh , desperate ly t ry ing to restart the 
co ld war , to facil itate greater arms 
contracts for A m e r i c a n companies . 

A n d so, this b r oad tale deve lops against 
the glor ious, if surpr is ing ly a l i en , 
backdrop of the major Russ ian cities, 

beauti ful ly fitted to the c inemascope in 
w h i c h it is f i lmed. T h e per formances are 
al l n ice ly measured , excep t ing K e n 
Russell 's (better k n o w n as a director) 
b i zarre appearance as an expert on 
Russia, about w h i c h I have certa in 
reservat ions. Otherwise , this is an 
ex t reme ly acceptable espionage mov ie , 
the best I've seen in a wh i l e . 

Pendragon 

ent i re ly whi te set; a m i r ro r reflects the 
s tr ik ing deep b lue backc lo th w h i c h 
depicts the sky ; Rusa lka sits on a sw ing 
suspended mid-stage. In the second act, 
the palace is represented by a glass r o o m 
w h i c h revo lves a round Rusa lka as she sits 
suspended on the swing ; later she scuttles 
a round its glass wal ls l ike a t rapped 
spider. In the th i rd act we re turn to the 
poo l w h i c h is n o w darkened , the m i r ro r 
is smashed and a b loated m o o n hangs 
against the inky night. 

It is sad that the act ing is not up to the 
rest of the per formance . The por t raya l of 

the palace staff as spineless, mindless rag 
dolls shows some insp irat ion in the 
d irect ion, but most ly the cast alternate 
be tween me lodramat i c h a m m i n g and 
aimless act iv i ty . 

Ove ra l l , a p roduct ion to see, if on ly for 
the orchestra l p lay ing w h i c h I w o u l d 
happi ly have sat th rough as a concert 
per formance. Howeve r , it is sad that the 
sexua l messages of the legend and the 
opera , exempl i f i ed b y Rusalka 's 
dumbness, were skated ove r and never 
proper ly addressed. 

L i z W 
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Miller's 
Crossing 

This is a f i lm by Joe l a n d Ethan 
Coen (Raising Arizona and Blood 
Simple) so you are probab ly entit led 

to expect someth ing very good indeed. 
This t ime the Coens have gone for the 
mob/maf ia f i lm, bo r r ow ing heavi ly f rom 
(or p lay ing homage to?) the genre, as 
they did in Blood Simple. 

The conscience of the f i lm is the 
pr inc ipa l character , T o m (Gabriel Byrne) . 
T o m is the brains beh ind the muscle of 
Leo (played by a sl ightly uncomfortable 
A lber t Finney) , the local boss. 
Unfortunately T o m and Leo fall for the 
same dame, V e r n a . T o m then leaves 
Leo's 'establ ishment ' and joins up w i th a 
r i va l , Johnny Caspar (Jon Pol i to laps up 
the role of the deranged ape, Johnny) . A 
gang war fol lows. 

The Coen's have tr ied to create the 
k i n d of mode rn tragedy that has become 
fashionable in Ho l l ywood—pr ime 
examples be ing Coppola 's Godfather f i lms 
or Scorcese's Raging Bull. T i m is the m a n 
beh ind the m a n , he's the guy w i th al l the 
'angles'. But where 's his conscience? This 
is the question the f i lm tries to answer 
but never real ly comes to terms wi th . 
Ther 's a lot of act ion, too m u c h plot and 
not near ly enough re f lect ion—although 
there are moments of insight—the scenes 
at Mi l ler 's Cross ing (a majestic forest on 
the edges of the city where the hoodlums 
gun down their victims), for example , are 
indescr ibably beautiful. 

The c inematographer is also from the 
two previous Coen films, Ba r r y 
Sonnenf ie ld. Raising Arizona wou ld not 
have been half as funny were it not for 
the highly or ig ina l and rather crazy 
camerawork . In Miller's Crossing, 
however , Sonenf ie ld hasn't quite 
produced the same k i n d of authenticity, 
but nevertheless the qual i ty of the picture 
has the moody , dark feel w h i c h works 
we l l w i th the f i lm. 

I.H. 

— F i l m 

—Comic/Plug 

— O p e r a 

The Field 
This is a f i lm, not surpr is ingly , 
about a field. It's a l ove ly field, a l l 
green and lush, and a delight for a l l 

the cattle that graze thereon. Its 
prosperi ty is due to the toil of Bu l l 
McCabe (Richard Harris) and his son 
Tadgh (Sean Bean) who gather seaweed 
and carry it a fair distance to add 12 
v i tamins and minera ls to their impressive 
turf. A l l the v i l lage k n o w that the field is 
the Bul l 's , due to his love and labour, 
even though it is owned by the young 
w i d o w (Frances Tomelty ) from w h o m he 
rents it, so w h e n the w i d o w puts the field 
up for auct ion no-one w i l l b id against 
h im. Cue the A m e r i c a n (Tom Platoon 
Beringer) , who has come to Ireland to 
f ind his roots, w h o has piles (Oh No!) of 
cash (Phew!) a n d outbids the Bu l l . This is 
the c rux that causes m u c h trouble to the 
Bu l l , w h o has a right to the field, by the 
law of the l and , but no legal c la im. The 
bad feelings get worse and things get 
very out of hand w i th McCabe ' s fight for 
the field threatening to lose h im his son, 
wife, f reedom and sanity. 

It is a capt ivat ing story of Irish life in 

the 1930's a n d al l the characters are true 
indiv iduals . J ohn Hurt 's s imple B i r d 
O 'Donne l (no chestbursters here) giggles a 
lot, grins near toothlessly, causes m u c h 
mischief and carr ies a lamb, g iven half a 
chance. R i chard Harr is is exce l lent in his 
first f i lm role for 10 years, g i v ing us a 
proud man w h o l i ved for the land and is 
stil l torn f rom his first son's death in the 
famine. Ber inger , just k n o w n as 'the 
Amer i can ' , emphasises the difference 
between the communi t y and the outside 
and shows us a future that cou ld destroy 
this way of life. 

This is the second fi lm by J i m Sher idan: 
the director of My Left Foot. It is 
beautifully shot and at times is 
reminiscent of Pertwee 's Die Kroppe. The 
por t raya l of a s lower life and vi l lage 
happenings is captured in full , w i th the 
petty squabbles, smal l romances and 
donkey murder , better than any current 
soap (save Lifebuoy). It's B i g , it's c lever 
and it's got a good beat! G o and see it 
because it's smashing . 

The Amazing Machine (Sans Gerbil) 

C o m i c Rel ie f C o m i c 

F r o m those lovable rogues who 
brought y o u thos bulbous post 
office red olfactory enhancers 

comes a comic from the hearts, minds 
and loins of the best wri ters and artists, 
that this misunderstood little piece of life 
can offer. It's a tale of joys, woes and 
heartaches. L e n n y Henry , Johathan Ross 
and Griff Rhys-Jones collect money little 
know ing that Griff has been replaced by 
a house-head double and that if on ly one 
person fails to donate to C o m i c Relief 
then the househeads w i l l take over the 
wor ld . To add to the d i l e m m a a present-
day B lackadder must be conv inced into 
donat ing by be ing shown al l the places 
Comic Relief money goes to work . E x t r a 
sideplots turn up w i th giant B e n E l ton 
and D a w n F r e n c h slogging it out over 

London , The Turt les ' approach to Red 
Nose Day and the inc lus ion of v i r tua l ly 
every major c om i c hero ( including Dennis 
the Menace (and Wo lver ine—Pendragon ) 
(and Batman—ASF) ) . 

The selection of artists and writers is 
incredible w i th new people w o r k i n g on 
just about every page (great m i x of 
styles). It's a unique team up of Marve l , 
DC, IPC and numerous independents. 
W h i c h hero has the biggest chin? What 
are the Viz characters up to on Red Nose 
Day? It's great fun and at t imes s imply 
excel lent. It's on l y S I .50 and al l the 
money goes to Comic Relief. If you ' re 
into comics then it's a must. If not, buy it 
anyway . 

The Amazing Machine. 



O P I N I O N 

The Third World countries face huge debts. 

A Good Deal for th 
W h y is the w o r l d in the state it is? W h y 
do some people starve, others wa l l ow in 
plenty? A r e things gradual ly improv ing? 
A n d are we i n the West rea l l y he lp ing to 
b r ing about a change for the better i n the 
lot of the poor nations? 

There has a lways been a feel ing in the 
West that the deve lop ing nat ions need 
our help. If on l y they cou ld l earn f rom 
what we have to teach t h e m they w o u l d 
not be so desperate ly poor. Th is was 
exact ly the th ink ing w h i c h he lped to 
justify the European empires in La t in 
A m e r i c a , A f r i c a and As i a . Today, of 
course, this k i n d of mo ra l va l idat ion of 
the European presence in these 
cont inents cannot stand up to any k i n d of 
scrut iny. It is quite apparent that the 
re lat ionship be tween Br i t a in and India, 
say was somewhat less than a symbiot ic 
one—Br i t a in was in India to explo i t her 
resources and any gain on India's part 
was m in ima l and inc identa l . Howeve r , I 
w o u l d suggest that this argument is not 
ve ry far f rom the one used today in 
order to justify Western act ions, or rather 
interference, in deve lop ing countr ies 
today. 

Let us start w i t h the quest ions 'What is 
aid? ' , 'What does aid rea l l y invo lve? ' If we 
look at the context in w h i c h f inancial 
help (be it loans or donations) is offered 
to deve lop ing nat ions, it becomes c lear 
that the intent ions of the Wes t are not 
ent i re ly benevolent . One of the pr ime 
lenders of f inancia l a id today is the W o r l d 
Bank . The W o r l d Bank was set up by the 
U S A and the major Wes te rn powers after 
W o r l d W a r T w o , w i th the a i m of 
rebui ld ing war- torn Europe and Japan , 
and after that to promote f inancial 
stabi l i ty, e conomic g rowth and a 
cooperat ion w i t h the m e m b e r states. 
Today there are 151 countr ies w h i c h are 
members of the W o r l d B a n k — m o s t of the 
countr ies except Warsaw Pact signatories. 
A cond i t ion of membersh ip is that each 
country must contr ibute a cer ta in 
percentage of its Gross Nat iona l Product 
(GNP) for the Bank 's use. 

M u c h cr i t i c ism has been made by the 
poorer members conce rn ing the 
condit ions w h i c h the W o r l d B a n k sets 
before re leas ing loans to deve lop ing 
countr ies. T h e undemocrat i c nature of the 
Bank means that deve lop ing nations are 
almost powerless to implement pol ic ies of 
their o w n cho ice : it is assumed that the 
West knows more about the prob lems in 
Mex i co , for example , than the Mex icans 
themselves. The re seems to have been no 
change in Wes te rn attitudes since co lon ia l 
t imes. What determines the vo t ing rights 
of countries i n the W o r l d Bank is the size 
of their pocket . Thus the U S A , Japan a n d 
al l the industr ia l ised countr ies have the 
majority of the vo t ing power—the U S A 
exercises 18.5% of the votes, wh i l e C h i n a 

has on ly 2 .5% despite the fact that its 
populat ion is four t imes larger than that 
of the USA . 

What a l l this means is that the W o r l d 
Bank in effect acts upon pol ic ies la id out 
by the U S A a n d other industr ia l ised 
nations. 

The poor nat ions have v e r y little say 
how the w o r l d e conomy shou ld be run . 
This has had a devastat ing effect upon 
them. Ove r the last decade or so W o r l d 
Bank pol ic ies have been deeply 
unpopular i n many countr ies . 
Unfortunate ly they are power less to do 
any th ing—they have been denied a vo ice . 

It is genera l ly agreed that the 1980's 
were an appa l l ing decade for the poor 
nations of the wo r ld . M a n y people also 
argue that the W o r l d B a n k he lped make 
things worse ra ther than al lev iate the 
squalor of the poor. T h e crisis was 
brought about dur ing the 1970s through 
the massive b o r r o w i n g by the 
governments of deve lop ing nations f rom 
banks in the West w h i c h we re 
over f l ow ing w i t h o i l do l lars f rom O P E C 
countries. These c o m m e r c i a l banks (which 
of course inc lude our f r iendly h igh street 
chums in this country) w e r e v e r y ' l ibera l ' 
w i t h their l end ing pol ic ies . The interest 
repayments we re set at c o m m e r c i a l rates, 
w h i c h seemed reasonable to bo th parties 
at the t ime. This was a p e r i od of 
e conomic b u o y a n c y and it s eemed that 
the deve lop ing nat ions might at l ong last 
break the v ic ious cycles of pover ty . 
Howeve r this m o o d of op t im i sm was not 
to last very long . Dur ing the late 
seventies, the West was set for a 
d o w n w a r d sl ide into recess ion. This 
brought w i th it v e ry h igh interest rates 
w h i c h meant that debt se rv i c ing 
repayments by the poor to the r i ch 
nations were mass ive ly increased. 

However , h igh interest rates are not the 
on l y p rob l em. T h e fundamenta l p rob l em 
the deve lop ing countr ies face today is 
that of inequal i ty in the w o r l d markets 
imposed by the West. The system is 
r igged up in such a way that the va lue of 
manufactured goods far exceeds the va lue 
of r aw mater ia ls (except ing o i l of course). 
In the 1980s there was a sharp drop in 
r aw mater ia l prices w h i c h meant that the 
West wou ld have even cheaper access to 
them, whereas the va lue of manufactured 
goods has steadi ly r isen. So it is apparent 
that the West is m a k i n g a heal thy (but 
sick) profit f rom the way the markets are 
structured. As one economist put it: 

'The chal lenge for us is to e l iminate the 
senseless d i cho tomy w h i c h makes us 
wholesale exporters of r aw materials, and 
wholesale importers of f inished goods, 
under terms determined ent i re ly by the 
industr ia l ised countries, terms that c ompe l 
us to increas ing ly produce a n d sell more 
of our raw mater ia ls in order to afford 

less of their products . ' (Simba M a k n o n i , 
1989.) 

So what solut ions has the W o r l d Bank 
proposed? D u r i n g the mid-eighties it came 
up w i t h a gem cal led S A P s (Structural 
Adjustment Programmes) . The Bank w i l l 
on ly a l low governments to bo r r ow if they 
agree to run their economies (and thus 
the who le po l i t i ca l s tructure of that 
country) the w a y the B a n k dictates. (We 
might reca l l the furore caused in this 
country by possible e conomic 
intervent ion of the European 
C o m m u n i t y — i t wou ld seem that some 
sovereignties are ve ry m u c h more 
precious than others). St ructura l 
Adjustment P rog rammes invo l v e 
l iberal isat ion of trade pol ic ies (i.e. 
reduct ion or even e l im ina t i on of import 
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e West? 
tariffs), increase in p roduc t i on of cash-
crops, and cuts in publ ic spend ing (i.e. 
reduct ion of expendi ture o n health, 
educat ion, r emova l of subsidies on food, 
t rave l and so on). A s a result of these 
policies, the cond i t i on of the poorest 
sections of these communi t i e s have 
suffered the most, and in severa l 
countr ies there have been ' food riots ' 
w h e n the stra in has become unbearable . 

The economies of these countr ies have 
exper i enced a great step backwards 
thanks to the pol icies of the W o r l d B a n k 
w h i c h is interested more i n ma in ta in ing 
or ' l ook ing after' the interests of the 
f inancial system set up b y the 
industr ia l ised nat ions than i m p r o v i n g 
condit ions in the deve lop ing nations. The 
W o r l d Bank insists that any country 
bo r r ow ing d i rec t ly f rom or seek ing its 
approva l (without w h i c h countr ies are 
unable to b o r r o w f rom anyone) must 
ma inta in its (crippling) interest payments 
on loans b o r r o w e d in the seventies. Thus 
these countr ies must earn lots of hard 
cur rency by se l l ing as m u c h raw mater ia l 
as possible to the west a n d then return it 
s tra ightaway in the fo rm of interest 
repayments. Unfortunate ly , since the 
B a n k has to ld m a n y other poo r countr ies 
to do the same, there has been a glut in 
the commodi t i es markets , resul t ing in 
prices go ing th rough the f loor. So these 
countr ies have ended up be ing m u c h 
worse off today than they had been 
before the W o r l d B a n k in tervened. 

A t ' Th i rd W o r l d First ' w e recognise that 
the industr ia l ised w o r l d has taken enough 
f rom the poorest countr ies in this w o r l d 
and it is t ime for the process to stop. If 
we are too self ish and greedy to put 
any th ing back (and let's not k i d ourselves 
that we do) we should leave these 
countr ies alone so that they themselves 
can decide what k i n d of deve lopment it is 
that they want to pursue. 

T h i r d W o r l d First a ims to increase 
awareness of issues conce rn ing the 
deve lop ing countr ies . A t Imper ia l Col lege 
we regular ly invi te representat ives f rom 
var ious groups (banks, char i t ies , campa ign 
groups, etc) to ho ld talks, debates and 
discussions w h i c h w i l l hopeful ly mot ivate 
people to take posit ive ac t ion (however 
small) bo th now and after they leave 
Col lege. These meetings are held almost 
every Thursday at l unch t ime—look out 
for posters in the J C R and a r o u n d 
Col lege. W e sha l l also have stands in the 
J C R dur ing this t e rm, so c o m e up and 
talk to us if y o u are interested. 

Iftikhar Hussain. 

An Introduction to 
Welfare Week M S 

The student li festyle can be h ighly 
demand ing on your health. H o w often do 
y o u consider combat ing the stress caused 
by work? Or stop to th ink about y ou r 
a l coho l intake o r diet? 

Next Monday w i l l be the start of 
'Surv iva l Week ' . The week focuses on 
heal thy lifestyles, cove r ing topics such as 
dr ink ing , smok ing , stress, exerc ise and 
healthy eat ing. 

Here is a br ie f in t roduct ion to what w i l l 
be happening dur ing the week . 

T w o Stress Seminars have been 
arranged for Tuesday 26 February , l - 2pm 
and Thursday 28 February , 5-6pm both in 
the SCR in the Un i on Bu i ld ing . These w i l l 
be run by the loca l health author i ty and 
w i l l offer prac t i ca l ways of dea l ing w i th 
stress. 

There w i l l also be a seminar offering 
help w i th g i v ing up smok ing . This w i l l be 
on F r iday 1 M a r c h , 3-4pm, SCR in the 
Un i on Bu i ld ing . 

If y o u w o u l d l ike to a t tend any of the 

above seminars please sign up in the 
Un i on Office. 

A health fair has also been organised 
where there w i l l be the oppor tun i ty to 
check your heart rate w h e n exerc is ing , 
your ca rbon m o n o x i d e levels and b lood 
pressure, and a chance to analyse the 
effect of your a l coho l in take on both your 
body and wal le t . 

O n a more l ight-hearted note the 
Contagious Per fo rmance C o w i l l be 
v is i t ing on Tuesday 26 w i t h their show 
'Scor ing ' . The show is descr ibed as a 
'Chrage th rough the b l ood stream that 
blasts a l coho l and d rug abuse into 
insigni f icance w i th a buzz that is 
unforgettable ' . T ickets are avai lable now 
for S I in the U n i o n Office. The show is 
heav i ly subsidised. 

More in format ion about the week w i l l 
be avai lable i n a specia l F E L I X w h i c h w i l l 
be out next Tuesday . 

H Blacker, 
Welfare Officer. 

Voluntary Service 
Overseas 
V S O (Vo luntary Serv ice Overseas) is an 
unusual char i ty . B y most yardst icks it 
does not con f o rm to the stereotype of a 
' th ird wo r l d ' agency. No a id , no disaster 
relief. Its w o r k is more intangible , 
perhaps more far r each ing . It sends 
peop le—sk i l l ed m e n and w o m e n aged 
any th ing be tween 20 ad 70 to w o r k 
alongside l oca l people in 48 deve lop ing 
countr ies a r ound the w o r l d . 

A n d last year it topped its o w n record 
w i th over 1,300 professionals w o r k i n g 
overseas in A f r i ca , A s i a , the Car ibbean 
and Pacif ic. T h e people V S O n o w needs 
are d rawn f rom an immense divers i ty of 
backgrounds . T h e y range f r om 
accountants to bui lders, compute r 
p rog rammers to doctors, engineers 
through to zoologists and even the 
occas ional ly beekeeper. 

One of the 1,300 current l y overseas is 
former Imper ia l Col lege graduate Phi l ip 
C h u r n who is now w o r k i n g as an 
electr ical lecturer at Ramat Po ly technic in 
nor thern N iger ia . As we l l as c lassroom 
teaching, Phi l ip is r enova t ing wo rkshop 
mach inery and passing on pract ica l ski l ls 
to loca l col leagues. 

'It's hard wo rk , but good fun, ' he says. 
'After nine months here I'm f inal ly 
settl ing d o w n . The two years w i l l 
disappear so fast though. ' 

A l l V S O jobs are for a m i n i m u m of two 
years w i th pay based on loca l rates. Most 
invo lve a s t rong t ra in ing e lement. Post 

qual i f icat ion exper ience is also ve ry 
important , a l though V S O a lways takes 
into account prac t i ca l w o r k under taken as 
part of a degree course and re levant 
vacat ion work . 

If you 'd l ike m o r e in format ion , please 
contact the Enqui r i es Unit , V S O , 317 
Putney Br idge Road , L o n d o n SW15 2 P N 
or te lephone 081-780 1331. 
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Carter USM 
-30 Something LP QqcLS Acre 

J i m Bob and Frui tbat re turn to wreak 
revenge on v i n y l w i th their second a lbum 
'30 Someth ing ' . A r m e d w i th the musica l 
equivalent of two 15 pound 
s ledgehammers they set about destroy ing 
every th ing in their wake . A n y o n e who 
has the balls to start an a l b u m off w i th a 
mindless footbal l chant ' Y o u fat 
bastard. . .You fat bastard.. ' (Surfin' USM) 
has got to have someth ing up their 
co l lect ive sleeves. Don' t they? 
'Bloodsport For A H ' their latest, m u c h 
publ ic ised and 'banned ' s ingle is one of 
the best tracks o n the a l bum: 
'Suffer in silence said Brigadier General 
Holmes/or change your name to Smith or 
Jones/Learn to live with all the death 
threat notes/the big bananas and the 
racist jokes' 
Heavy stuff. Just reading through the 
inner sleeve notes y o u get an idea of 
some ove r r id ing sadness that dr ives them 
to do what they do, but they wrap it up 
in fun pop songs and their mean ing cou ld 
almost pass y o u by. Wi t ty titles l ike 

'Sealed w i th a G lasgow kiss' raise an 
ini t ia l l augh but the joke goes a bit stale 
after a whi le . 

The a lbum is steeped in cyn i c i sm but 
w h e n it comes to 'Fa l l ing o n a bruise ' . I'm 
sorry but I can ' t be le ive they ' r e not 
tak ing the piss.I cou ld see them as the 
scene opens, J i m Bob and Fruitbat l y ing 
in the middle of the road, a ford Cor t ina 
stopped in front of them, its w indscreen 
c racked a n d cove r ed in b lood . L o o k i n g 
a round a c r o w d starts to gather and the 
ambulance s i ren can be heard in the 
distance. T h e n J i m (Fruitbat?) opens his 
eyes a n d as the ambulance stretchers 
them away the words come tumbl ing out: 

' Y o u w i n some and y o u lose some 
and I've lost the w i l l to lose...' 

O h its so comica l l y sad! M i x i n g in a 
dash of Red Dwar f , M i c h a e l Ca ine and 
lots of att itude Carter U S M have made an 
a l bum that k i cks out in a l l d irect ions but 
it never lose its sense of fun! Def initely 
r ecommended . 
Harry Cross 

Trip the Light Fantastic 
This band recent ly p layed two 
underpubl ic ised gigs in Col lege, in 
Southside and the Un i on Lounge bar. This 
is a shame because they are one of the 
cleanest sound ing and l istenable groups 
that I've heard in a long t ime. 

The music, apart from a few covers, is 
a sort of fusion of ear ly Talking Heads 
and strangely enough U2. Lyr i ca l l y 
meaningful the s inge r/rhy thm guitarist's 
agile vo ice is backed up by an excel lent 
bassist (on a hofner acoustic a la Paul 

McCartney ) and d rummer g i v ing a very 
c lean crisp sound. 

Despite the lack of numbers at the gigs 
they managed to get the audience up and 
danc ing and apparent ly went d o w n ve ry 
we l l on both occasions, wa t ch out for 
them around Col lege again, we l l wo r th a 
l isten! 

Sid. 

A l l this from a man who manages the 
band—M. E d . 

•Ten Gospel Greats LP 

God's Acre—the name may not 
immedia te ly spr ing to m i n d but those in 
the k n o w have been fo l lowing the band , 
through its beg inn ing as a solo project in 
'87 w h i c h gradual ly gathered members . 
F r o m other no name bands in the 
Chicago area , awai t ing w i t h eager 
ant ic ipat ion, this their debut LP . 

Imagine Jane's Addiction's h ippy g lam 
sound processed by Iain Burgess of Big 
Black and Naked Raygun fame. The 
result ing meander ing wobb l e through the 
doma in of 'sub-pop soft-core is a bit 
smooth for m y taste but does prov ide 
some exce l lent tunes. 

The a lbum is full of contrasts. The 
sweetest guitar sound on ro l l i ng d r u m 
beats is fo l l owed closely by deep f lower 
grooves a l l c o ve r ed by deep throaty 
vocals. The a c company ing tempo changes 
are we l come and sudden leav ing little 
t ime to catch your breath . Add i c t i v e and 
catchy tunes make compar isons w i th 
Nirvana's Sliver easy. But the vocals do 
seem to be added as an after-thought and 
are i n most cases indec ipherable . 

There are two songs of ep ic 
proport ions. T h e Jane's Addiction come 
Big Black sound real ly comes to the fore 
and if they were the on ly two good 
tracks on the a lbum it w o u l d sti l l 
r e c o m m e n d y o u bo r r ow it. 

Seb 

INTERESTED 
in reviewing an album/gig? 

S e e F E L I X O f f i c e 
for d e t a i l s 
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Killing Joke—the rock of l egend and 
music of insanity . A s they cont inued their 
conquest of uncompromis ing 
determinat ion a n d gut ideo logy , The 
As to r ia was expectant at the dawn of a 
new war against itself. T e r r o r th rough 
ant ic ipat ion ebbed and rose in the hard-
cutt ing newsree l quotes, cut f rom the last 
few days of tu rmo i l in the Gulf — another 
S C U D missi le attack on R i yadh , more 
threats of chemica l reta l iat ion, pa in , 
distrust and anguish. Then came the 
horror of A m e r i c a n meat advert is ing . The 
shear f l ippancy of the greed after the 
starvat ion just heard was pure i rony . 
Th rough this backdrop — our wo r l d 
today — arise Killing Joke to shock us 
bruta l ly f rom our satisfied apathy. 

Killing Joke are a legacy, a constant 
reminder of what we shou ld be. O n l y 
they cou ld inci te a riot, start massacres 
but instead they r ip at hearts w i th their 
pound ing chants. The i r mus ic is bare 
r h y t h m and beauty. They p l ayed and the 
earth changed. N o w re turned f rom 
diversi f icat ion w i t h bands such as 
Ministry, they have re turned w i th new 
sounds, founded by vocal ist Jaz Co l eman , 
Guitarist Geord ie , d rummer Mar t i n A t k i n s 

Yabby You 

and rejoined by their o r i g ina l bassist Pau l 
Raven . God , these men shou ld be 
immorta l i sed . 

Killing Joke made us care . The 
onslaught began w i th the single Money Is 
Not Our God and regressed v i a classic 
anthems Wardance, Empire Song and 
Requiem. They p roved that their or ig ina l 
insights and ideals are stil l t rue, and that 
their or ig ina l v is ions are a l l the more 
va l i d now. The As to r i a lept and punched 
t r iumph at the roofs. A l l the whi le , the 
vis ions of hardship, depravat ion and 
horror comp lemented the charged-up 
pur i ty f lung at us. Rock mus ic has 
become the on l y w a y of r each ing the 
ears of such a self-centred society, by 
k i c k i n g and b i t ing its way out f rom inside 
their v e ry bodies. 

The final conquest came in the f inal 
encore. Exhaus t ed on lookers were 
dragged back to the eer i ly obsessive Love 
Like Blood, ded icated to 'al l those w h o 
are go ing to die in the Gulf. ' A s the lines 
'As we move towards no end we learn to 
die, Red tears are shed on grey' 
resounded, m y heart b led . These men 
demand to be l istened to. 

SJH 

—Beware Dub 

So you 've never heard of Y a b b y You? To 
be honest n ie ther had we, but stick w i th 
us as we take you (with enthusiast ic 
abandon) deep into the heart of, err, dub 
reggae. 

Y a b b y has ben a round for quite a wh i l e 
and has done most of his r eco rd ing in the 
late seventies. T h i s a lbum was actual ly 
r ecorded in 78/79 and has been 
r e - r e l e a s e d due to it be ing 'a m u c h 
sought after col lectors i tem ever since it's 
release'. He does more or less every th ing 

East Village 
—Circles 12" 

East Village have been a r o u n d for about 
two years a n d have re leased a few 
singles on Sub A q u a , as w e l l as 
suppor t ing House of Love. T h e y are n o w 
s igned to the H e a v e n l y labe l , home to the 
Manic Street Preachers (and 
um. . . .Flowered Up). A fair ly typ ica l indie 
guitar band—they sound s imi lar to ear ly 
Primal Scream, but un l ike B o b b y and Co 
they have so far shunned any dance 
influences. In fact the s imi lar i t ies don't 
stop there—have a look at the b loke on 
the right of the cover—does he r e m i n d 
y o u of anyone? The i r latest offering 
Circles is me l l ow , but m o n o t o n o u s — a 
tune wa i t ing for a song to happen. The B-
side Here it Comes is m u c h m o r e l ive ly , 
but w o u l d score no points for or ig inal i ty . 
Other bands have been here before, on ly 
they have done it m u c h better. 

Egor, Hedgehog and the Bastard 
Allsort. 

bar p lay on his a lbum (which sounds k i n d 
of strange but he is cred i ted w i th 
compos ing , p roduc ing and some of the 
s inging on Beware Dub. 

Deep, even bass underp ins a l l the songs 
and a ' j u s t - a d d - w a t e r ' r y t h m guitar 
gives each t rack the usual reggae sound. 
It's a very spacey a lbum a n d we th ink it 
wou ld be i m p r o v e d if you l istened to it 
whi lst be ing stoned, otherwise forget it. 
Debaser and Pop K id 

11 



Alien Sex Fiend investigates sex, violence and social prejudice... oh, and comics. 

F E A T U R E S Kids Stuff... or are they? 
Zap!... Pow!... Khzammm! 

'Take that, evi l fiend! Your plans to 
rule the wor ld are no more! ' 

A n d another musc le -bound idiot i n a 
si l ly costume puts pa id to another 
scheming ev i l mas te rmind , o n l y to f ind 
that the baddie has escaped, and the 
who l e pointless charade w i l l be re-
enacted next issue. 

W h e n most people th ink of comics , this 
is the k i n d of scenar io that runs through 
their m ind , o r maybe a fond 
r emembrance of the ch i l dhood days of 
The Beano o r Bunty. It's ha rd l y 
surpr is ing : W e l ive in a society that 
regards the c om i c as a ch i ld i sh m e d i u m , 
and are thus brought up w i t h this attitude 
towards them. 

But w h y is this? Comics d id not, as 
most people th ink , start out be ing a imed 
at ch i ld ren , but at the same age groups as 
most popular f ict ion. Superman , the figure 
that arguably started it a l l , was created in 
the ear ly Fort ies . A t this t ime the strip 
was av id ly r ead by a w ide var i e ty of the 
A m e r i c a n people , f rom ch i ld ren to 
teenagers, to col lege students and 
beyond . B a t m a n began as a m u c h darker , 
mature figure than he later became in the 
publ i c eye. 

So what changed? We l l , that's the 
p rob l em: we d id , and they (the comics) 
didn't . The w o r l d we l ive i n has been 
chang ing at an eve i increas ing rate. W i t h 
the advent of in format ion technology , and 
the g rowth of the med ia industry , people 
began to see more of the w o r l d they 
l i ved in , and to unders tand a little more 
of its work ings . A s we have become more 
aware and educated, our unders tand ing 
of ourselves a n d our society was affected. 
This has lead to us p lac ing different 
demands on the arts and enterta inments 
that are meant to be re levant to the 
f luctuating w o r l d in w h i c h w e l ive. 

This is the reason that past f ict ional 
works , of any med ium, can lose some of 
their appeal . They become less be l ievable 
and credible when v i ewed w i th our 
greater understanding . Th is is not to say 
that they are not enjoyable, but in a 
different way , and often w i t h a sense of 
nostalgia, thus m a k i n g it v e r y hard to 
suspend our disbelief. This suspension of 
disbelief is v i ta l if a w o r k of f ict ion is to 
ho ld our attent ion and have an impact 
upon us. 

Te lev is ion was one of the ma in forces 
beh ind these changes, t ransferr ing a huge 
amount of in format ion to first hundreds, 
then thousands, and now mi l l ions of 
people. A s such it was able to keep up 
w i th the t ransformat ion of people's 
demands. (A l though it c ou ld be said that 
it was forced to by its v e r y nature). The 
fields of c inema and l i terature have dealt 

INTD f* fflAJCm 

wi th the p h e n o m e n o n w i th dif fering 
levels of success, but have genera l l y 
managed to keep up, so to speak. 

T h e n of course, we come to comics . 
W h y have they not been able to change 
a long w i th other forms of f iction? The 
m a i n reason can be traced back to the 
M c C a r t h y era of A m e r i c a n history. In this 
parano id f renzy of invest igat ions al l 
producers of f ict ional w o r k were heav i l y 
scrut in ized, a n d a huge amount of 
pressure put u p o n them. The comic book 
industry was al l but des t royed b y a group 
of senate house commit tee hear ings, 
w h i c h amoun t ed to a w i t ch hunt on 
comic book creators. The m a i n focus of 
these purges was E C Comics , the or ig ina l 
masters of the horror comic , but in their 
almost ecclesiast ical zeal the who le 

Elektra: Assassin 

industry was subjected to a concentrated 
attack. Compan ies went out of business, 
and some of the best artists and wri ters 
were forced to f ind emp loyment in other 
fields, and even began deny ing that they 
had ever been invo l v ed in comics. So 
m u c h for the 1st A m e n d m e n t . 

The r ema in ing companies were faced 
w i th a choice (?): C l ean up or close down . 
In order to surv i ve they fo rmed the 
C o m i c Code, a sel f-regulating body whose 
job was (and st i l l is) to make sure that the 
A m e r i c a n y ou th on ly read c om i c books 
that were pure and who lesome . V io l ence 
was reduced to a bare m i n i m u m , and sex 
(previously u n h e a r d of) became total ly 
taboo. 

The consequences of this are sti l l w i th 
us today. C o m i c books (especially 
Marve l ' s output) became n ice and c lean 
and who lesome. A n d b l and , and si l ly, and 
s imple m inded , and bo r ing . A t the same 
t ime the in format ion technology and 
med ia b o o m got under way . This lead to 
a change in the readership of the books. 
The older readers, becoming more aware 
of their society and themselves, 
demanded more than the c om i c books 
were g iv ing , a n d thus stopped reading 
them. Thus the average age of the 
readership fell. A s the readership became 
younger the wri ters were forced to a im 
the comics at this age group, or r isk 
fal l ing sales. Then there was the abysmal 
Batman T V series, w h i c h made a farce of 
one of the biggest comic heroes in the 
publ ic 's eye. A l l of this led to society's 
percept ion of comics b e com ing that 
w h i c h is t yp i ca l today: Comics are for 
kids. 

But things have changed . It began as 
ear ly as the late sixties. Some wr i ters 
became s l ight ly more ambit ious. They 
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The Dark 
Knight Returns 
I (Frank Miller) 
was the 
catalyst for a 
revolution in 
the comic 
book industry. 

began to produce sl ight ly more mature 
stories, and managed to get them past the 
(by then) s l ight ly more r e l axed Comic 
Code. Th is happened in var ious titles, but 
ma in l y those p roduced by Detect ive 
Comics (the producers of Batman, 
Superman, Wonder Woman, et al). It was 
by no means consistent, and there were 
many periods where stories got si l ly 
again, but the spark was there . 

T h e n came the Eighties, and w i th them 
a man ca l led F rank Mi l ler . M i l l e r was 
someth ing of a w i l d card , c om ing out of 
(apparently) nowhere , w o r k i n g as an 
independent, and produc ingh is first major 
release, a graphic nove l ca l l ed Ronin, 
v i r tua l l y s ingle-handedly (ie he wrote and 
drew it himself). He then w o r k e d his w a y 
through var ious characters f r om var ious 
companies , rede f in ing them w i th a far 
more modern , mature and c o m p l e x 
v iewpo int . His w o r k qu ick ly became ve ry 
popular w i th in the smal l g roup of comic 
enthusiasts, those die-hard fans that 
hadn't left the ir comics w i t h their r omper 
suits. A t the same t ime severa l other 
wri ters and artists had begun 
exper iment ing w i th more ambit ious ideas. 
M a r v e l Comics had in t roduced a 
character , Wo l ve r ine , w h o by his very 
nature was a k i l l er (a first for the 
company) , a n d var ious o ther titles were 
becoming more serious. 

But the turn ing point for the who l e 
industry came w i th Mi l l e r , and Ba tman . 
Af ter hav ing ga ined a large amount of 
respect and fo l l ow ing in the industry after 
his w o r k on Marve l ' s Daredevil, Detect ive 
Comics let h i m go ahead w i th a Ba tman 
story. The result was a four-part l imi ted 
series, now repr inted as a graphic nove l , 
ca l l ed The Dark Knight Returns. It caused 
a s torm. Mi l l e r had taken one of the most 

famous comic heroes of a l l t ime, w h o was 
both engraved o n the minds of comic 
fans wor ldw ide , and w h o ep i tomized the 
essential si l l iness of comics to the genera l 
publ ic (due large ly to the T V series), and 
total ly redef ined h im into a modern hero, 
without contrad ic t ing any of the w o r k 
that had been done before. B y do ing this 
he dramat ica l l y demonstrated not on ly 
that comics aren't l imi ted to dea l ing w i th 
ch i ld i sh stories, but also that one of the 
most 's i l ly ' characters wasn' t very si l ly 
after a l l . 

The B a t m a n had been por t rayed over 
the years in var ious ways , or ig ina l ly as a 
darker , revenge dr i ven v ig i lante , and 
then for most of the Sixties a n d Seventies 
as a r i ch , c once rned do-gooder. In Mi l ler 's 
hands he re ta ined both these aspects, but 

Wolverine 

became someth ing far more . B y 
incorpora t ing these elements, and his 
o w n interpretat ions, Mi l l e r showed us a 
far more c o m p l e x character than had 
been seen before in a comic . He 
c omb ined this w i th another ground
b reak ing concept in comics : T ime . The 
Dark Knight Returns is the story of the 
Batman 's future, of his o ld age. B y 
m a k i n g the Ba tman ' s character complex , 
M i l l e r t rans formed h i m f rom a hero to a 
man , and w i t h the add i t ion of t ime, into a 
legend. 

The Dark Knight Returns was the 
catalyst for a r evo lu t i on in the comic 
book industry . Its sales we re huge, it 
crossed the age boundar ies set almost 
three decades before, and in it's graphic 
nove l f o rm entered the T imes best sel lers 
list, the first to do so. It was an mode rn , 
adult story in every sense of the w o r d . 
D C immedia te ly took steps to b r ing the 
regular Ba tman titles in l ine w i t h Mi l ler ' s 
v is ion . More and more titles f rom al l 
comic companies fo l lowed suit. W i t h this 
more modern , adult app roach there was a 
d e m a n d for better wri ters a n d artists, and 
the qual i ty of the comics went up 
accord ing ly . People began to real ise the 
true potent ia l of the c om i c as an art 
form. Indeed, it has been hai led as the 
m e d i u m of the future. Comics cross 
theboundar ies be tween t rad i t iona l nove ls 
and the v isua l fields of c i n e m a and art. It 
is possible to c o m b i n e the v i sua l impact 
of the latter w i t h the depth of 
character isat ion and narrat ive techniques 
of the former. Ar t i s ts such as B i l l 
S i enk iew icz have been at the forefront of 
this work , in bo th regular series l ike 
Moon Knight, and graphic novels l ike 
Elektra: Assassin. 

This new w a v e has lead to a new 
emphasis in comics . The heroics have 
become secondary to the character isat ion 
and re lat ionships of the heroes. They are 
becoming more human , more real , and 
less l ike two d imens iona l ca rdboard 
cutouts spout ing inane c ommen t at not 
ve ry threaten ing bad guys. Ma r v e l 
Comic 's X-Men and re lated 'Mutant ' titles 
have dealt v e r y we l l w i th this area. 
Detective 's Green Arrow has spent two 
years invest igat ing he role of the v i c t im 
in mode rn c r ime . The list cont inues to 
grow. 

The impl icat ions of this are f inal ly 
beg inn ing to filter th rough to the publ ic 
at large. The mass ive coverage of the 
Ba tman mov i e he lped a great deal. V e r y 
soon we m a y f ind ourselves l i v ing in a 
society that has real ised that comics 
aren't just for kids... 

Next Week: A review of the major 
comic shops in London, and of the 
best titles available at the moment... 
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ENVIRO 

Chris Riley looks at industry's attitude to the environment 

Problems and Pollutions 
W i t h the w o r l d populat ion sp i ra l l ing 
towards seven b i l l i on , it is unreal ist ic to 
revert to the stone age techno logy ca l led 
for by some of the more rad i ca l 'anti-
progress ' pressure groups. 'We cannot 
l ook solely to the use of the l and and 
w indmi l l s to support us in the future' 
exp la ins Shel l 's publ ic affairs officer, M r 
W y b e r r y . 'S ince the Second W o r l d W a r 
there has been a five fold increase in 
consumpt ion of energy. Th is d emand has 
been met p r imar i l y by o i l , coa l and gas. 
Today , the w o r l d (excluding the 
communis t countries) consumes 53 mi l l i on 
barrels of o i l a day. It is, however , on ly 
in the last five years that we have 
become aware of the cor respond ing 
increase in C 0 2 w h i c h has accompan i ed 
the increase in use of fossil fuels.' 

She l l sees the g lobal w a r m i n g and 
c l imat ic changes as a chal lenge to be met 
by improvements in techno logy . Waste 
hand l ing , air quality. . .etc. . .can a l l be 
so lved by techno logy if we spend enough 
money ' , exp la ins BP 's publ ic relations 
officer, M r B r o w n . 'Howeve r a technica l 
so lut ion is not a solut ion unless it is 
economica l l y v iable . ' 

'Europe has set itself the task of 
b r ing ing C 0 2 levels d o w n to 1988 levels 
by the year 2005. W e must swi tch f rom 
coa l and o i l to natura l gas and ul t imate ly 
to non-fossil fuels. 'For decades gas has 
been the C indere l l a of the o i l indus t ry—a 
useless by-product, not read i ly 
transportable a n d instead, f lared off f rom 
oi l rigs. But w i t h increases in technology 
its importance is increas ing. Gas turbine 
technology is 6 0 % more efficient than 
convent iona l turbines. Fo r t y per cent of 
the wor ld 's p r o v en gas reserves come 
from the USSR and Siber ia , Iran and the 
Middle East. The potent ia l to l ink the 
derel ict Russ ian economy w i th an 
env i ronmenta l ly -consc ious gas-hungry 
west is enormous . ' 

'It is on the fuel consumpt ion side that 
the potent ia l for sav ing energy exists', 
argues Shel l . ' The gas used b y western 
Europe equals that lost by l eak ing pipes 
wor ldw ide . S imp l y by rep lac ing an o ld 
fridge w i th new equipment, the best that's 
avai lable , 7 0 % improvements in energy 
eff iciency can be ach ieved . Take a typ ica l 
pump: s imply by choos ing the right pump 
for the right appl icat ion energy efficiency 
can be i m p r o v e d by 60% ' . 

Despite these car ing c la ims, w h e n Shel l 
were approached about the Petromiser, 
(reported in Issue 891) they were not 
interested. Wha t it boi ls d o w n to is that 
cuts in publ ic consumpt ion of energy 
mean cuts in business and profit for the 
major energy companies. 

Shel l are full of suggestions such as 
'biomass e lectr ic i ty generat ion ' , (growing 
of fuel in fields for gasi f ication to fuel gas 
turbines), but when approached about 
their o w n al ternat ive energy research 
they have v e r y little to boast about. 

Energy companies shou ld not be 
f ighting to preserve and promote the 
present levels of energy consumpt ion , but 
to diversify into alternative energy 
sources—to p lan for the future. These so-
ca l l ed 'a l ternat ives ' w i l l one day be our 
on ly choice , w h e n fossil fuels are no 
longer an alternat ive. 

W h e n quest ioned about their 
investments i n the future their excuse is 
a lways that l ong term predict ions cannot 
be made in the o i l industry . Shel l cannot 
see far enough ahead to the point w h e n 
there is no more o i l or, more important ly , 
w h e n the consequences of bu r n ing more 
o i l are fatal. T h e y argue that fifteen years 
ago, the Nor th Sea fields we re on ly go ing 
to support us into the 1990s. Since then 
exp lora t ion has shown them to be 
capable for fuel l ing us for the ' foreseeable 

The simple incentive 
of saving the 

planet is not enough. 

future'. The foreseeable future, l ike 
t omorrow, never comes. 

B P , whilst p repared to discuss 
improvements in energy eff iciency, are 
adamant that these goals are not pursued 
at the exc lus ion of exp lora t ion , their life 
b lood . 'Cont inued exp lo ra t i on for 
expendable fuels and the preservat ion of 
the env i ronment are not mutua l l y 
exc lus ive goals'. Sadly though , as long as 
there is stil l the temptat ion of fossil fuels 
to be extracted and uti l ised, it seems that 
the 'a l ternat ives ' (renewable energy 
sources) w i l l not be sought w i th any 
conv ic t ion . B P , l ike any commerc i a l 
venture needs a f inancial incent ive to 
diversify. The simple incent ive of sav ing 
the planet is not enough. For now 
though, increas ing p roduc t i on costs to 
c lean up the industry does not make 
business sense. Unt i l the po l i t i ca l impetus 
to change this is suppl ied, industry w i l l 
cont inue to generate their b i g profits at 
the expense of the env i ronment . 

Spokesmen for both B P and Shel l stress 
that any env i ronmenta l legis lat ion must 
be imp lemented on an internat iona l basis. 
Each country should have its o w n high 
env i ronmenta l standards gove rned by 
local law but based on internat ional 
concepts. Whi ls t env i ronmenta l po l i cy in 
industry is st i l l v e ry m u c h a vo luntary 
act ion, few companies are prepared to 
fol low BP's exemp la ry style. 'Many 
companies take advantage of the l ow 
safety standards and non-existent 
env i ronmenta l laws of the 
underdeve loped countries to keep their 
costs to a m i n i m u m and to max imise 
their profits. Wi thout c o m m o n generic 

standards this w i l l a lways happen, and 
those companies w h o are first to make an 
effort to cut po l lu t ion w i l l be punished 
f inancial ly . Consequent ly , no c ompany is 
at present prepared to make the first 
move , and a l though our hopes and 
aspirat ion for the future are different we 
are al l tarred w i t h the same 'd ir ty ' brush. ' 

But w h o then is to pay for this mass 
clean-up of the industr ia l b a d guys? B P is 
resolute that any c leaning up of industry 
should be funded by the pub l i c in the 
form of taxes. 'The env i ronment is for the 
publ ic good. Costs shou ld be shared by a l l 
benef ic iar ies—a fair share of the costs is 
v i ta l . ' Passing the cost to the customer in 
this way is al l v e r y we l l in the first wo r l d 
but it seems that such methods are not 
appl icable to a th ird wo r l d count ry that 
cannot even afford to feed its o w n 
populat ion. 

E v e n w i th in the 'black t r iang le ' of 
eastern Europe , where Greenpeace 
worke rs are perce i ved as ' r i ch kids w i th 
noth ing better to do', care for the 
env i ronment is cons idered an expens ive 
luxury . 'Perhaps it is ' argues Peter 
T i ck l e , eastern b lock consultant to 
Greenpeace. 'Greenpeace have been 
accused of depr i v ing seal hunters of a 
way of life. The fossil-fuel-free future that 
we fight for is u l t imate ly suffocating 
m in ing communi t i es . H o w e v e r if y o u 
consider the long t e rm costs of chron ic 
air po l lut ion to publ ic heal th, it seems 
sensible to stop the po l lu t i on before it 
happens. In Czechos l o vak i a some four 
mi l l i on people l ive in the most heav i ly 

Leaving a window 
open at night results 

in throbbing 
headaches... 

contaminated areas. Dur ing the winter , 
w h e n cont inuous smog condi t ions preva i l 
for weeks, ch i ld ren are forb idden to 
indulge in strenuous act iv i ty. Leav ing a 
w i n d o w open at night results in throbb ing 
headaches the nex t day. In Brat is lava , the 
capital of S lovak ia , air po l lu t i on has 
degraded the phys ica l landscape and the 
human env i ronment to the point where 
the suicide rate is the highest in Europe. ' 

B P may be more prepared than most 
for tougher env i r onmenta l legislation 
w h i c h it calls for, but it w i l l require more 
commerc i a l evo lut ion than just a change 
of logo to surv i ve into the 21st Century . 
Ironical ly those w h o w i l l dictate and 
implement any future env i ronmenta l law 
are also the guard ian angels of industry. 
It is in their o w n interests to nurture such 
companies p r un ing them annua l l y for 
their taxes. T h e quest ion is w i l l this 
symbiosis f inal ly suffocate the animals? 
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The Slow Moving Snail invites you to celebrate words. 

Books for Living 
In a l l the debate about l i teracy and our 
schools one smal l b lue document , costing 
on ly £2.50, was over looked . Th is is sad as 
it examines the very heart of the issue. It 
is also heavi ly i ron ic , as it is, 
unbel ievably , the product of Her Majesty's 
Inspectorate from the Depar tment of 
Educat ion a n d Science. It is a delightful 
book that a ims to persuade teachers that 
'poetry matters and that its teaching 
should not be relegated to the end of the 
day, the week, or the term' . W h y rev i ew 
it here, you m a y be th ink ing . Because 
Teaching Poetry in the Secondary School 
not only answers the quest ion w h y we 
don't read poetry after schoo l , it actual ly 
inspires a desire to start r ead ing it! 

Words 
The arguments are near ly poetic in 

their c lar i ty a n d enthusiasm. In l ook ing 
for quotes I wanted to repr int the who le 
booklet . As perpetua l students of life a l l 
of us should have a copy. More 
important ly w e should ensure that a l l 
parents and Eng l i sh teachers buy it. Here 
is a smal l taste of the exc i tement of the 
book: 

'Poetry matters because it is a centra l 
example of the use human beings make 
of words to exp lo re and understand. L i k e 
other forms of wr i t ing we va lue , it lends 
shape and mean ing to our exper iences 
and helps us to move w i th conf idence in 
the wor ld we k n o w and then step beyond 
it, to respond to the generat ion of 
mean ing through signif icant, memorab le 
and del iberate k inds of language. It is an 
act iv i ty to w h i c h we are d r a w n because 
in its range and r igour we feel both the 
presence and the pressure of human 
exper ience. Poet ry embodies delight in 
express ion, stretched be tween thought, 
feeling and fo rm. As we become aware of 
the 'true soundings ' of poetry so we 
become aware of what we ourselves 
might do w i t h language. ' 

A s George Orwe l l i l lustrates in the 
newspeak of 1984, it is language that 
gives us the power for our thoughts, 
ex tend language and y o u w id en the 
hor i zon of our ideas and freedoms. This 
booklet is front-l ine ammun i t i on in the 
struggle against the forces of ignorance 
and bigotry that feed B i g Brother . It is a 
smal l step in p romot ing our species' sense 
of humani ty . 

A ce lebrat ion of these steps, to ld 
through the history of h u m a n knowledge 
and science, has recent ly been re
publ ished in paperback b y the B B C . A s 
part of their new Classics Series they 
have brought out Jacob Bronowsk i ' s book 
Ascent of Man. If y o u have lost your 
p r imary schoo l inquisi t iveness and 

creat iv i ty, your sense of wonde r at 
human knowledge because of the soulless 
nature of the secondary schoo l and 
col lege cu r r i cu lum; if l earn ing has now 
become sole ly w o r k to achieve a degree 
and job - then y o u need this book. It w i l l 
infect you w i t h Bronowsk i ' s personal 
enthusiasm a n d opt imism. It w i l l 
chal lenge y o u w i th sc ience that has a 
human soul. 

B r o n o w s k i is one of those scientists, 
poets, p laywrights , historians and 
phi losophers w h o celebrates the values 
and unity found in science a n d art. As he 
expresses in a second book, Science and 
Human Values, that shou ld be repr inted 
and sent to a l l undergraduates before 
they start here - it might lessen the 
inhumani ty of this place: 

'In science and in art a n d in self-
knowledge we explore a n d move 
constant ly by turn ing to the wo r l d of 
sense to ask, is this so? This is the habit 
of t ruth, a lways minute yet a lways 
urgent, w h i c h for four hundred years has 
entered every ac t ion of ours; and has 
made our society and the va lue it sets on 
man , as sure ly as it had made the 
l inotype mach ine and the scout knife, and 
King Lear a n d the Origin of the Species 
and Leonardo 's Lady with a Stoat.' 

Glorious 
Miros lav Ho lub , the C z e c h poet and 

scientist, w h e n he spoke here in 
November about Science, Art and Ethics 
quoted B ronowsk i . There is no better 
way of express ing such thoughts. 

Ho lub expresses in his poetry ways of 
seeing the w o r l d through the turbulence 
of a society suppressed by Stal in ism, in 
w h i c h truth is corrupted into power . The 
poems exp lore meanings w i th a sense 
that they g ive us the wo r l d , and yet, 
there is the cutt ing edge of the f inal l ines 
that tell of loss. A r e facts real? Do they 
relate to why? H o w can w e k n o w 
someth ing in a society in w h i c h a fact is 
a fact through fear? This fear and sadness 
gives Holub 's w o r k a v i ta l i ty and 
signif icance. Here is the pen as sword , 
science as l iberator. 

Ho lub is a poet publ ished b y B loodaxe 
Books , a c ompany set-up due to the 
anger of Ne i l As t l ey at the insult poetry 
was g iven by commerc i a l publ ishers. H e 
has publ ished a compi la t ion of the works 
of 56 poets, wr i ters who have been 
encouraged a n d supported in their w o r k 
by B loodaxe . Poetry With an Edge is an 
introduct ion to con temporary poetry for 
those of us w h o don't k n o w where to 
begin. Ho lub is there, as is Jo Shapcott. 
Her book Electroplating the Baby is a 

, series of persona l images, funny, 

romant ic , everyday , macabre , w i th an 
under l y ing sense of d iscovery. Her 
inspirat ion comes f rom a range of objects 
and events, as var i ed as a bookstand in a 
ra i lway stat ion to articles in V i c to r ian 
science magaz ines to a m u g . 

O n Valent ines Day Jo aroused her 
audience w i th sex and science, the 
exp lorat ion of a tomic part ic les became an 
erotic massage of her body. Us ing we i rd 
characters such as T o m the Cat, M a r i l y n 
Monroe and a c o w w i th B S E , she turned 
her audience into anarch i c w o r d 
destroyers, body language physicists and 
scientists w i th an insane stare and a 
tendancy for the shakes. T h e Ha ldane 
L ibrary v ibra ted w i th words . 

Two professional psychologists got 
together to publ ish a co l l ec t ion of 
quotations ca l led In a Dark Time. This is 
constructed into a thought journey f rom 
shock to depression to the joy of hope, as 
it travels th rough the insani ty of war . If 
you are depressed by the i n h u m a n 
bigotry expressed in the present gung-ho 
attitude to the Gulf war this book w i l l 
turn your depression into tears of hope, 
for 'In a dark t ime the eye begins to see'. 

A l l the books r ev i ewed here express 
the v i ta l h u m a n need to read. B y turn ing 
their pages, turn ing their words into our 
images and concepts, we are express ing 
and expand ing our humani ty . Sadly be ing 
human, apart from recogni t ion for 
communica t i on , avo idance or sex, is not 
a va lued or we l l understood concept at 
Imperial . There are a few places here 
that do represent hope of h igher things; 
the Haldane L i b ra r y - sadly not the 
Humani t ies Depar tment - a n d most 
important ly , in the Phys ics Depar tment 
there is the Blacket t Bookshop , just 
opposite the general office on level 3, 
open every luncht ime f rom 12:30 to 2:30. 

Words 
Here you can buy second-hand books 
that smel l l ike human thought and 
imaginat ion. 

L o n g may the human spirit struggle to 
surv ive here a n d eventual ly tear down 
the present monstros i ty that sacrifices 
science to the pol i t ics of f inancia l 
management , uti l i ty and marke t ing . 

A l l the B l oodaxe Books ment ioned can be 
bought from the Un ion Bookstore . Ascent 
of Man f rom Di l lons in the Science 
Museum. Teaching Poetry in the 
Secondary School can be o rdered from 
H M S O tel: 622 3316. In a Dark Time 
edited by Nicolas H u m p h r e y and Robert 
Jay Li f ton is publ ished by Faber and 
Faber and can be ordered f r om any good 
bookshop. 
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Clubs and 
CLUBS 

Rag 
HYPNOSIS 

Tonight there 's the Spr ing Hypnos i s 
Lec ture . Th is is a v e r y popu lar event 
especia l ly for those w h o missed the Rag 
W e e k vers ion . If anyone wishes to be 
hypnot i sed o r wa t ch the effects on others 
turn up at the Great Ha l l , 7.15pm tonight. 
It on l y costs £2.50. 

F o r people w h o want to co l lect lots of 
m o n e y for char i ty , we have permiss ion to 
co l lect in the R o y a l A lbe r t H a l l over 
severa l of the E r i c C lapton concerts . See 
M a r t i n H i g h w a y in the R C S Office for 
m o r e details (or at today's meeting) . 

A n d f inal ly , C o m i c Rel ief takes place on 
15th M a r c h . O v e r the last 5 years this has 
ra ised over £44 mi l l i on . If anyone needs 
help organ is ing an event for this or has 
any ideas for stunts, come to a Rag 
meet ing . 

You Will Be There! 

Rugby 
Sunday 24 February sees the Gutter idge 
C u p f inal be tween Imper ia l Co l l ege R F C 
and Char ing Cross H M C at the U L U 
Sports G r o u n d i n Motspur Park . K i c k off 
is 12.30pm so w h y not come and support 
us! Supporters coaches leave the U n i o n at 
11.30am. 

Fi lmSoc 
Betty B lue 
N o w that I've got your at tent ion, I shal l 
say that Jean Jacques Be ine i x , the 
director of that infamous f i lm, is 
responsible for next week ' s F i lmsoc 
presentat ion, Diva. Th is is a sty l ish 
F r e n c h thr i l l e r conce rn ing an opera 
singer, some i l legal record ings of her 
per forming, a n d an assortment of 
cr iminals . T h e plot is sophist icated, w i t h a 
few twists and turns, so c o m e a long at 
7.30pm on Thursday , M e c h E n g 220, and 
pol ish up on y o u r F r ench a n d culture. 

A V i s i o n O f C h r i s t 

C o m e & W a t c h B lasphemy . 
The re are bits i n the Bib le that are erot ic, 
and i n some people 's m inds pornograph ic . 
T h e 'Song of So l oman ' is one of these 
ju icy pieces. In the last century John 
Carl is le , be ing t r ied for b lasphemy, was 
prevented f rom read ing pub l i c l y these 
extracts. 

The re has been a t rad i t ion , w i th in 
Chr is t iani ty , to exp lo re the sexua l i ty to be 
found in its language and images. The 
concepts of wo rsh ip and love of the body 
and spirit of Christ , as w e l l as the nun's 
'marr iage ' to God , have been descr ibed in 
sexual language. The famous b lasphemy 

Dance 
IC Dance C lub took four teams (16 
couples) and seven ex-student couples to 
Sheffield on Saturday Feb rua ry 2 for the 
Sheffield inter-varsity compet i t i on . The 
Sheffield is often v i ewed as a warm-up to 
the more compet i t i ve S U D A and I V D A 
events w h i c h w i l l take p lace later this 
term. The ove ra l l t eam results were not 
start l ing, w i th both A and B teams 
r ank ing th i rd . Cambr idge took both first 
p lace trophies (which, inc identa l ly , were 
w o n by us last year) but w e d id w i n the 
T e a m K n o c k o u t compet i t ion (won by 
Cambr idge last year!). 

O n an ind i v idua l basis some of the 
results were quite encourag ing : T e a m 
Wal t z was w o n (rather casually! ) by 
James Ba r r on and Janet B o n d (A team) 
w h o also came first in the Open V iennese 

tr ia l of 'Gay News ' , prosecuted by M a r y 
Whi tehouse a n d her Chr i s t i an 'mora l ' 
crusaders, was for a p o e m b y a gay 
Chr is t ian fo l l ow ing this t rad i t i on : A 
tradi t ion that goes back centur ies . The 
f i lm, Visions of Ecstacy, was made by two 
Christ ians, based on the erot ic dreams of 
a n u n in the 19th Century . It was banned 
last year in this country for b lasphemy. 
To examine w h y this was done and as a 
protest against the b lasphemy law the T 
H H u x l e y Soc ie ty w i l l be show ing this 
f i lm in the U n i o n Lounge at 1.15pm on 
Thursday 28 February . C o m e a long and 
f ind out w h y it was banned . 50p entrance 
(free to members) . 

Wa l t z . Gare th Davies and Christ ine 
Bearpark (A team) took first place in 
T e a m J ive . W e thought that our A team 
C h a C h a C h a couple W e n d y Tan and 
M a r k H i g h m a n were ve ry unfortunate to 
have been k n o c k e d out in the semi-f inal 
a n d w o u l d p robab l y have been p laced 
quite h igh ly had they made it to the f inal. 
Our B team C h a couple Pau l Ng and 
Sar i ta Chandrasekharan took 3rd place. 

In the Open compet i t ions Er i c and 
A n n e came second in Rock and Ro l l w i t h 
a very acrobat ic r ou t ine—we l l done! Ex -
students Steve and N i ck i w o n the Open 
Samba but the fame went to Shuko 
Noguch i and Rache l C o n d o r w h o entered 
w i th a hastily put together rout ine as an 
all-girl couple , and shocked everyone by 
coming s ix th . 
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Picocon 

It's back! The annua l Imper ia l Col lege 
Science F i c t i on convent ion is set to 
invade the U n i o n Bu i ld ing for a who le 
day of t ransmut ing , transfer ing, 
t ransport ing and maybe e ven translat ing. 
We ' ve got D o n Abnet t f r om M a r v e l 
comics (co-writer of the Knights of 
Pendragon, editor of Strip a n d contr ibutor 
to the Comic Rel ief Comic) g i v ing a talk 
and A l e x Stewart (writer, editor) do ing 
some, a long w i t h stalls, the rea l 
H i t chh ikers Gu ide to the G a l a x y 
(Archimedes owners b r ing disks), b ig quiz 
games, songs, dance, hopscotch, torture, 
a l ien impressions, v ideos a n d the bar is 
open A L L D A Y ! ! The re levants (big grey 
things w i th trunks) are as fol lows: 

1. It's on Saturday M a r c h 2. 
2. It costs £4 o n the day, £3.50 advance . 

3. There 's Dan Abnet t . 
4. There 's A l e x Stewart. 
5. There 's no 'R ' i n P i cocon . 
6. There 's A L L D A Y B E E R . 
7. It starts at 10am and dies f rom 
exhaust ion, a l coho l po isoning , satisfaction, 
b ra in damage and bowe l relapse at 1 

Whe ther it's because you bel ieve in 
k l ingons, th ink you ' re a x e n o m o r p h , th ink 
Barbare l l a is horny , want to see the size 
of the col lars in Blake 's Seven , have 
any th ing e v en close to an imaginat ion, 
y o u want to see an artist's ideas about 
science or y o u just want to talk a load of 
crap and have someone w h o ' l l l isten to 
y ou . You ' l l miss J i m ' l l F i x It, B l i n d Date 
and Pau l Danie ls and st i l l be back for 
T w i n Peaks. Be seeing y o u . 

H y d e P a r k Re l ay 
u i i i ' 

it*' illltll 

F ive months of begging, b o r r o w i n g and 
steal ing cu lm ina ted on Saturday in the 
43rd runn ing of the H y d e Park Relays. 
Fifteen hundred students f r om al l over 
Europe descended on Imper ia l Col lege to 
take part i n the biggest race of its k i n d in 
the wo r ld . Th is year the event was 
sponsored by the loca l Natwest B a n k and 
also New Ba lance . 

The event resembled the L o n d o n 
Mara thon in its profess ional ism; sponsors, 
3A 's officials, v ideo cameras , official 
photographers a n d marshals a l l gathered 
to witness the mass start. 150 m e n and 
53 w o m e n surged a round the Serpent ine 
at a t ime. IC Cross-Country C lub re l i ed on 

tactics of a pre-race night spent on the 
floor in Southside g y m to w a r d off the 
foreign compet i t i on . 

Pred ic tab ly , Loughborough w o n bo th 
the ladies and men's races, however 
Imperia l runners used their advantage in 
k n o w i n g the course to al l run we l l . The 
hero of the day be ing F r a n k who ran 3 
legs, each for a different team. G B 
internat iona l , S imon Mugglestone, w o n 
the men's ind i v idua l pr ize. 

Thanks to A l e x ' s w i za rd ry , a 
computer ised results serv ice a l l owed the 
magni f icent t rophies to be presented to 
the w inners whi ls t the hungry runners 
wre stil l d evour ing the feast prepared 

Socs 
5-A-Side 

IC Randoms: Top of Group 
IC lsts and 2nds: Out of R u n n i n g 

F i ve o 'c lock last Sunday morn ing , 15 of 
the toughest sped off in the 'hard seated, 
petro-powered conveyance mechan ism: 
dest inat ion Southampton Univers i t y v i a 
Fleet m o t o r w a y services for ove rpr i ced 
coffee, mues l i and tea. 

Hav ing ear l ier been r obbed in the 
cafeteria, the l s t s and 2nds couldn ' t 
beleive that it c ou ld happen a second 
time los ing to teams in their groups. It 
was d o w n to the mighty 3rds to carry the 
IC flag. Aga inst a l l odds and a part isan 
home c rowd , they fought l i ke wounded 
animals and twatted Southampton ls ts 
2-0, A n n a n passing the ba l l at least tw ice 
in the w a r m up. A c l imax had been set 
up, a 2nds versus 3rds c r u n c h match in 
w h i c h b l ood was spilt and the game was 
d rawn. IC Misfits, w i n n i n g their group 
and the support of the c r o w d went on to 
lose rather unconv inc ing l y to Sussex, 
Nelson deftly s lot t ing an o w n goal at the 
second attempt past keeper , Chris 
Co l l i son . 

B y the end of the day we had r idden 
our luck too far. This became apparent 
w h e n the mini-bus g round to a halt at 
Barons Court . 

del icate ly the n igh before, us ing 
prev ious ly h idden cu l inary talents of the 
IC Trogans. Fash ion conscious athletes 
purchased designer T-Shirts, of w h i c h 
there are a l im i t ed number r ema in ing . 
There w i l l be a n opportuni ty to buy these 
and some of last year 's memorab i l i a in 
the J C R on Tuesday between 11.30 and 
2.30pm. 

The event was an unpara l l e l l ed success 
w h i c h couldn ' t have happened wi thout 
the help of most of the c lub members , 
par t icu lar ly Dave and D u n c a n . Thanks 
also to a b rave F E L I X photographer w h o 
stuck it out un t i l the end. 
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Scribblers' C orner. 
What's On 
AN UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS 

FRIDAY 
Hang Gliding 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Come and find out 
about weekend training. Weekly meeting. 
Yacht Club Meeting 12.30pm 

Huxley 413. 
Rag Meeting 12.40pm 
Union Lounge. 
Huxley Soc Bookstall 1.00pm 
JCR. 
Friday Prayers 1.00pm 
Southside Gym. See Islamic Society. 
Kung Fu 4.30pm 
Union Gym. 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 3 . 0 0 p m 
413 Maths. 
Yoga 5.30pm 
Southside 
Christian Union Meeting 6.00pm 
308 Computing. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Fencing Club Training 6.40pm 
Club training. 
Rag Hypnosis Lecture 7.15pm 
Great Hall. £2.50. 
Shaolin System Nam Pal Chuan 7.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and join in. 
Southside Disco J8.30pm 

Southside Bar. 

SATURDAY 
Kung Fu Club 4 . 3 0 p m 
Wu Shu Kwan in Southside Gym. 

SUNDAY 
Sunday Service 10.00am 
Anteroom Sherfield Building. See West London 
Chaplaincy. 
Catholic Chaplaincy Mass 11.00am 
53 Cromwell Road. 
Wargames 1.00pm 
UDH. A l l welcome. 
Yoga ^ 10.30am 
Southside Gym. 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in the Union Gym. 
Catholic Mass 6.00pm 
53 Cromwell Road, followed by supper. 

MONDAY 
RockSoc Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. A l l abnormalities 
welcome. 
Basketball Club 3 . 3 0 p m 
Volleyball Court. Men's Team. 
Keep Fit 3 . 3 0 p m 
Southside Gym. 
Intermediate Rock 'n' Roll 6.00pm 
JCR. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 

Bogged - down Lane 
Dear Andy, 

In reply to the smal l piece headed 'Real 
Fund ing ' , there were so m a n y points 
raised in the art ic le it is difficult to k n o w 
where to start. It is far too easy to b lame 
indiv iduals up to and inc lud ing sabbaticals 
for the state of the Un i on now (mind you , 
Counc i l approved expendi ture for 
survey ing 2,000 students accord ing to the 
President's report request, but at the U G M 
he c la imed it was for 1,200-1,500 
students, an increased cost of 25-40%. 
A n d he reckons I'm t ry ing to mis lead 
Counci l !? !? Couldn ' t resist that one Shan). 
But on closer ref lect ion the b lame can't 
lie there. E lec ted indiv iduals are endorsed 
to try and put i n their o w n ideas and 
feelings for what is best for the students, 
whi lst enact ing their w i l l as we l l f rom 
U G M s etc. The failure of these are not an 
ind icat ion of the weakness of any 
proposals, but the inappropriateness of 
their concept ion in the current cl imate. 

However , i n the light of new proposals 
to abol ish the U G M , I feel the first place 
to start is w i th the commit tee structure. 
Presently, the U G M is the sovere ign body 
of ICU, fo l lowed by Counc i l , then U F C is 
beneath Counc i l . Now U F C is supposed to 
g ive advice and investigate the finances 
of the Un ion . So, it wou ld be obvious that 
U F C should report to Counc i l . B U T , a few 
years ago Counc i l thought that it was 
do ing too m u c h work , and since the 
majority of U F C seemed to be a sensible 
committee, so w h y abol ish it. Hence , a l l 
U n i o n f inancial matters are dec ided by 
U F C , then theoret ical ly rubber-stamped 
by Counc i l , though now matters don't 
seem to get that far, they are just 
accepted. 

So that's the current situation now, but 
it seems that the decisions of the Union 's 
past are now catching up w i th us in a b ig 
way. If U G M s are to go then Counc i l w i l l 
have to take more responsibi l i ty . Is that 
l ike ly to happen. We l l , f rom M r Eyers 
reckon ing , on ly a few people bother to 
take part in important discussions. Thanks 
for that, I'm sorry if people are th ink ing 
that I'm not say ing enough, but I'm not 
sure what's go ing on half the t ime. I can 
on ly presume that their educat ion here is 
second to none and that they understand 
perfectly what 's going on . I doubt that, 
but the more accurate answer wou ld be 
that people are not bo ld enough to ask 
questions. A n d who can b lame them? I've 
been here near ly four years and never 
for one momen t felt 100% comfortable 
about what's go ing on! 

Y o u r editor ial said 'the on l y way things 
can get any better is if y o u get invo lved ' . 
A more accurate percept ion wou ld have 
been '...if you get INVOICED! ' 

Yours, 
A wfully-bogged-down, 
Spenser Lane, SCC Chairman. 

United? 
Dear Andy, 

I wonder what the Ch i l d r en of the 
W inn i e Mand e l a Centre for the Under 
Fives, th ink about her recent appearance 
in court on the charges of assault and 
abduct ion. The al legations invo l ve the 
feared Mande la U td football team w h i c h 
she 'managed ' whilst her husband was 
enjoying pr ison life. The capta in of this 
football c lub has a lready been found 
guilty of the murder or poor little 
Stompie. 

This centre for the under fives is not, as 
y o u wou ld imag ine in a shanty t own of 
Soweto, but i n the London Borough of 
Islington. I was wonder ing what a 
conversat ion be tween a pup i l and teacher 
might be l ike at this centre: 'We l l , Johnny 
don't drop that paint pot aga in or I'll r ip 
your throat out w i th a pair of garden 
shears. Don' t e v en think about te l l ing 
your parents or we ' l l go r o u n d your 
house, set fire to it, and gang rape your 
sister.' 

This wou ld be consistent w i th the 
Mande la U td code of pract ice . They have 
been responsible for the fear that has 
swept many b lack townships. This is 
shown by the re luctance of prosecut ion 
witnesses to come forward to testify 
against the 'manager ' . I must admit I 
have very little respect for either Mrs 
Mande la or her terrorist husband, 
part icular ly s ince her now famous 
quotat ion ' W i t h our matches and our 
necklaces we w i l l l iberate this land. ' 

Isn't it sad that whilst President De 
K l e rk is do ing wonder fu l w o r k w i th his 
reforms in the Republ ic of South A f r i ca , 
the ma in news that's coming out of this 
country is the t r ia l of a w i c k e d woman? 

Islington counc i l should immed ia te l y re
name the centre. Perhaps after some 
great Br i t i sh hero. H o w about the 
Margaret Thatcher centre for the Under 
Fives or even after N o r m a n Tebbit or 
E n o c h Powe l l . Howeve r k n o w i n g 
Islington Counc i l as I do, they 'd probably 
name it after Saddam Husse in ! 

Yours, 
Alan Bailey. 

P.S. I have accepted your chal lenge of a 
publ ic debate. You ' v e got m y number so 
when w i l l y o u let me k n o w the details? 



Apologies...? 
Dear Saddam Hussein, 

I 'm wr i t ing to apologise for the terr ib le 
cr imes our Imperial ist Fascist 
Governments have commi t t ed against 
your country , and to assure y o u that 
even here a n d in 'the Great Satan ' there 
are p lenty of people w h o w i sh y o u no 
ha rm whatsoever . 

A l l throughout this crisis we have been 
ca l l ing for a peaceful so lut ion, and we 
have regular ly c o n d e m n e d A m e r i c a ' s 
persistent aggression. E v e n n o w after four 
weeks of war w e feel it is not too late to 
negotiate. Y o u s h o w e d yourse l f to be a 
reasonable and amiable gent leman by the 
help y o u gave to the foreigners stranded 
in Iraq and Kuwa i t . Our leaders on the 
other hand are obstinate a n d pig-headed 
idiots whose refusal to negotiate is a 
d a m n i n g ind ic tment o n o u r so-cal led 
democracy . 

For the past m o n t h 'the A l l i e s ' have 
been bomb ing hel l out of Iraq, and what 
has it achieved? Y o u r con t inued missi le 
attacks on Saud i A r a b i a and Israel show 
that the b o m b i n g is hav ing no rea l effect 
on your a rmy , and obv ious ly y o u don't 
give a toss about c i v i l i an casualties. A 
b l oke I met i n the pub sa id this w a r is 
cost ing us ove r forty m i l l i o n qu id a day— 
that's near ly half what the N H S gets! The 
Tor ies are c los ing hospitals to pay for 
someone else's war , and w e say enough 
is enough. 

Here 's the p lan : w i th everyone 's 
attent ion tu rned to the Gulf (perhaps y o u 
cou ld turn the heat up a bit?) we the 
people w i l l rise up and sieze power , 
smash the Tor ies , abol ish the Po l l Tax , 
and stop the Gulf War . W e offer y o u this 

God And... 
Dear Andy, 

1. I won ' t admi t m y n a m e because I'm 
scared? Bul lshi t . A s I have said before, I 
won ' t tell y o u because it reduces m y 
credib i l i ty w h e n arguing the point. W o u l d 
M r Cooks ley (892) accuse m e of be ing 
feminist if I we r e a 'bloke '? W o u l d I be 
rascist if I were coloured? (Sorry, I'd l ike 
to check w i th the whi te major i ty out 
there if I'm a l l owed to use the w o r d 
co loured . No one seems to ask the 
minorit ies.) I w i l l also admit that in m y 
earl ier letters I was de l iberate ly 
inf lmatory, a n d I don't p romise not to do 
it again. 

2. In the letters ' page most people put 
f o rward a premise , and d raw some log ica l 
op in ion and conclus ions f rom it. The logic 
is often incorrect or the premise perhaps 
leaves things out. But y o u t ry . There is 
an except ion to this rule. Chr is t ians put 

compromise : if we pul l a l l our troops out 
of the Gulf , y o u get out of Kuwa i t . Y o u 
can keep eve ry th ing you ' v e n icked—the 
Kuwai t i s are r i ch and w i l l easi ly rebui ld 
their country . 

In fact—what the h e c k — y o u can keep 
Kuwa i t . The g i r l at the ch ipp ie reckons 
the Al-Sabahs w h o ran Kuwa i t are 
d ic tators—al l 1200 of 'em. T h e people of 
Kuwa i t aren't m u c h better. The Nat iona l 
U n i o n of K u w a i t i Students say they ' ve 
been t r y ing to get r i d of the Al-Sabahs 
since 1964. It on ly took us e leven years 
to get r i d of our dictator, so c lear ly N U K S 
aren't t ry ing ve ry hard . T h e y don't 
deserve a coun t ry of the ir o w n . Besides, 
Kuwa i t has on l y been a r o u n d since 1710, 
so they 've no rea l histor ical c l a im to 
independence . 

O n top of a l l that, we don't even need 
Kuwai t . Someone I was chat t ing to in the 
bog said they on l y produced 8% of the 
wor ld 's o i l , so even if y o u n u k e d the 
who le place it wouldn ' t hurt us in the 
West v e r y m u c h . O f course , y o u w o u l d 
have to make a so lemn pledge not to 
invade Saudi A r a b i a or a n y w h e r e else; 
and keep that promise , not l ike the one 
y o u made about not i n vad ing K u w a i t -
naughty boy ! In r e turn w e w i l l r emove a l l 
A m e r i c a n and U K forces and businesses 
f rom al l A r a b i c countr ies ; destroy a l l our 
a tomic b io log ica l and chemica l weapons; 
pay y o u substant ia l compensat ion for the 
mi l l ions of c i vv ies y o u say have been 
k i l l ed ; and m a k e y o u honora ry president 
of the L o n d o n Schoo l of Economics . 

Best Wishes, 
Ultan McCarthy, Secretary Rampton 

Rejects against the Gulf War. 

f o rward a premise such as 'In Luke 
3:16...' This is not a valid basis for any 
argument unless you are debating the 
Bible. It cannot be appl ied to any other 
situation as the Bib le (and. K o r a n etc) is 
heavi ly b iased. Do y o u Christ ians bel ieve 
the book of M o r m o n , or the Moonies? No 
y o u don't. 

I make a premise and conc lus ion and 
try to answer any logical discussion. 
Howeve r y o u rel ig ious types do not a l low 
any logical c r i t i c i sm of the B ib l e etc. 'It's 
true, G o d told me in prayer . ' O h then it 
must be true. F * * k off. It just doesn't 
stand up. M r Butcher is not bann ing 
Christ ians f r om wr i t ing in , he is just 
say ing he w i l l not tolerate any argument 
supported b y f ict ion, not matter how o ld 
it is. 

3. South A f r i ca . Wh i l e I oppose 
Apa r th i ed I w o u l d l ike to po int out a few 

Beginners Rock 'n'. Roll 7.00pm 
JCR. 
Talk by Heinz Wolff 7.30pm 
Physics LT1. Plus Wellsoc A G M afterwards. 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and try one of the 
most physically demanding sports. 
Latin American ..8.00pm 
JCR. 

TUESDAY 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 8.30pm 

Chaplain's Office 
Grand T-Shirt Sale 1 1 . 3 0 p m 
JCR. Exclusive designs from SI. 
Riding Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
AudioSoc 12.30pm 
S.C.R. for cheap records, CDs and hi fi 
discounts. 
Radio Modellers 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Cathsoc Mass 12.30pm 
Mech Eng 702. Followed by lunch. 
Sailing Club 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
PhotoSoc 1.00pm 
Southside Lounge. New members to join. 
Jewish Society Meeting 1.30pm 
SCR Union Building. 
Gliding Club Lecture 5 . 3 0 p m 
Aero 266. A short talk with slides 'Mountain 
Soaring in the Alps'. 
Radio Modellers 5 . 3 0 p m 
Student training workshop, Mech Eng. 
Keep Fit 5 . 3 0 p m 

Southside Gym. 
Amenesty International 5 . 3 0 p m 
Clubs Committee Room. Weekly meeting. 
Wine Tasting Soc 6.00pm 
Union Lounge. Weekly meeting. Everyone 
welcome 
Improvers Ballroom 6.00pm 

JCR. 
Canoe Club , 6 . 1 5 p m 
Beit Quad store or 8.30pm in Southside Upper 
Lounge. 
Judo 6.30pm 

Union Gym. 
Ballroom Bronze Medal 7.00pm 
JCR. 
Yoga 8.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Cricket Nets 3 . 0 0 p m 
Lords. Meet at 7.45pm in Mech Eng Foyer. 
Must bring whites. 

WEDNESDAY 
Keep Fit 12.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Bike Club 1 2 . 4 5 p m 
Southside Lounge. 
Cycling Training 1.00pm 
Meet at Beit Arch. 
Wargames 1.00pm 
UDH. A l l welcome. 
Micro Club Meeting 1 . 1 5 p m 
Top floor NW corner Union Building. Every 
week. 
Kung Fu 1.30pm 
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...Other Mascots 

LETTERS 
Union Gym. 
DramSoc 2.30pm 
Union Concert Hall. 
Diving 6.30pm 
Swimming Pool. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Basketball Club 7.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Women's Team 
Kung Fu Club 7.30pm 
Union Gym. Wu Shu Kwan. 

THURSDAY 
Fencing Training 1 1 . 3 0 a m 
Intermediate & advanced coaching. 
Balloon Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
YHA Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Postgrad Lunch 12.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Princes Gardens). 
Fencing Training 12.30pm 
Beginners Training. 
'Vision of Ecstasy 1 . 1 5 p m 
Union Lounge. A film of a nun's erotic dreams. 
Banned last year for blasphemy. Entrance 50p 
(members free). Organised by Huxley Society, 
Fencing Training 1.30pm 
General. 
Gliding Club Meeting 1.00pm 
Aero 266. Come and arrange a trial flight. 
Keep Fit 5 . 3 0 p m 

Southside Gym 
Midweek Service 5.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Prince's Gardens). 
New Beginners Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Improvers Ballroom 7.00pm 
JCR. 
Intermediate Ballroom Ji.OOpm 
JCR. 
Southside Disco & . 3 0 p m 
Southside Bar. 
ICCAG Soup Run 3 . 1 5 p m 
Meet Weeks Hall Basement. 

FOR SALE & WANTED 
• ESTHER & SIMONE Ltd. Handmade card for 
any occasion. 24 hours notice required—Potato 
prints only. 
• FOR SALE: Ricoh X R X Camera with 
35-70mm zoom lens. Excellent condition. 
Boxed as new. &220 ono. Contact Kaveh via 
Felix Office (ext 3515). 
• FOR SALE: Golf Diesel 1.6cc. Very good 
condition, low mileage for year (1980). £900 
ono. Contact Yazi on 5180 (int) or 071-701 
0827 (after 9pm). 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• 'POPULATION growth in developing 
countries', guest speaker from Mary Stoppes 
Int. Thursday 12.45pm, Mech Eng 5420. 

P E R S O N A L 
• MY KELLOGG'S Honey-Bun—you know tht I 
love you'—Steve. 
• FOREVER and twenty-three and a half hours. 
• DEAR TIGER, Number 1, Love and Hugs -? 
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things. First; t r iba l i sm. In m a n y A f r i can 
states whi te domina t i on of b lacks has 
been rep laced w i t h maybe one tribe 
dominat ing a l l the others. In South A f r i ca 
we have the communis t A N C and the 
t r iba l Inkatha movement . Because of 
wo r l d arms embargoes, Sou th A f r i c a now 
has a huge weapons industry . I do not 
th ink that e i ther group is sophist icated 
enough to handle the responsibi l i ty yet. 
A t the same t ime I do not th ink this 
shou ld be used to perpetuate Apar the id . 
A n y o n e got an opinion? 

4. Mascotry . Th is is a p r o u d tradi t ion. It 
enab led about eight guys on each team to 
p lay soldier and use war l ike talkies, 
d i rect ing youthfu l freshers in defence of 
their mascot. It a l lows ten people to pile 
into the back of a Her tz v a n and dr ive at 
si l ly speeds a r ound L o n d o n . The Un ions 
have squads of cars and moto r bikes to 
pursue the vans. 

V e r y soon a v a n w i l l pul l out of Col lege 
at h i gh speed and hit a ch i l d , a car, 
maybe just a lamp-post. T h e dr ivers are 
good, but there's no account ing for the 
other idiots o n the road. The re is go ing 
to be a witness who reports ten people 
runn ing f rom the back ca r r y ing a meta l l i c 
object. The hire company w i l l p iece 
together that a) ten people is i l legal and 
b) the van was be ing used for mascotry . 
They are h ighly l ike ly to say that the 
insurance is therefore inva l id , and the 
Un i on is legal ly responsible for the repair 
of the van (thousands), a n d personal 
damages to the v i c t im, w h i c h can come 
to mi l l ions. 

Toilet Talk 
Dear Andy, 

I'm not quite sure how it is that a smal l 
m inor i t y of people are a l l owed to grafitti 
and destroy the Un ion Bu i l d ing toilets but 
they have. Today I went to the bog by 
the bar for a good dump and f ind no 
toilet seat or funct ioning door lock. I then 
crossed to the one by the lobby at the 
foot of the stairs and found no bog paper 
and the wal ls covered in grafitti . Maybe 
I'm over ly sensit ive but I th ink that 
instead of £4K to a management 
consultant, perhaps £2K re furbishment 
and maintenance of the heads should be 
a good idea? 

A man with a real anus. 

P.S. A t least the toilets we re c lean, last 
t ime I went I found a lake of chunder in 
one and a st i l l v om i t ing member of Beans 
Club in the other, unconsc ious. 

This is not even a worst case scenar io . 
Lots of schools crocodi le ch i l d r en a round 
the area. It w i l l happen somet ime. It w i l l 
be a rare event, but w h e n it happens for 
the first t ime there is go ing to be severe 
hel l to pay. 

This is someth ing I th ink people should 
be concerned about. The mascots are 
hard ly ever seen, kept in secret locat ions 
by the chosen few. They hard ly ever 
raise money for char i ty as they are rare ly 
stolen. Mines doesn't appear to care one 
way or the other (at least they don't risk 
lives). 

I have an idea for an a l ternat ive : 
T h e mascots must be s tored somewhere 

on Col lege grounds. They must be 
brought to a l l U G M s and any Un i on 
event. 

I th ink this w i l l have the fo l lowing 
effects: 

1. The mascots w i l l have a m u c h higher 
profi le, c reat ing support a n d reduc ing 
apathy. 

2. They w i l l get stolen a lot more often, 
generat ing e ven more patr io t ism and 
loads of money . 

3. There is no chance of h i t t ing 
someone w i th a van . 

4. The top secret mascotry teams might 
comp la in that they ' l l have no fun. (Well 
not publ ic ly , but they ' l l oppose m y plan 
for that reason.) I wou ld say to them that 
the chal lenge of gett ing it across Col lege 
once a week or so w i l l be m u c h more 
satisfying. 

Athena. 

Nend-a-Bike 

F u l h a m , London SW6 ITD 
0 7 1 - 3 7 1 5867 
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Pendragon and Alien Sex Fiend present... 

Comicword 
Fi lmword Answers : 

Across : 
I. Punisher, 6.Akira, 7.Slip 
Out, 8.He, 9.Home Alone, 
II. AV, 12.TNT, 15.Ben, 
17.Death, 18.Pyro, W.Ishtar, 
20.Monde, 21.Top, 23.Fan, 
25. Rocky Two 

Down: 
1.Postcards, 2.In Laos, 
3.Hopper, 4.Air, 
5.Parenthood, 6.At Noon, 
10.ET, 13.Marlon, 14.Child's, 
16.Enter, 18.Pretty, 20.Mad, 
22.POW, 24.No 

I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e U n i o n 
O v e r s e a s S t u d e n t s C o m m i t t e e 

Presents 

Friday 1st March 1991 
Food Fest iva l—6.30pm, JCR 

Cul tura l S h o w - 8 . 0 0 p m , Great Ha l l 
Braz i l i an Carn i va l—10 .00pm, 

Tickets available from the Union 
Office or overseas society officers: 
£3.50 in advance £4.00 at the door 

EVERYBODY WELCOME 
Imperial College of Science, Technology & Medicine 

Exhibition Road, South Kensington, London SW7 

A C R O S S 
I. C o m i c becomes book. 
(7,5)* 
7. : Assass in , by Mi l l e r 
& S i enk iew icz . (7)* 
9. Once used by Bad Guys 
only , but not any more...(3) 
10. Leader of New Mutants, 
or e lectr ic i ty carr ier? (5) 
I I . Desert wandere r was 
once Capta in Amer i ca ' s 
Partner . (5) 
12. Scott ish dog meets Paul 
Danie ls in p laypark . Not in 
comic . (6) 
13. Masterless samur i , first for 
Mi l l e r . (5)* 
15. Fearful eva luat ion in 
M e g a - C i t y O n e . (5) 
18. Honest ly , he caused a 
revo lut ion . (5)* 
20. O n c r ime or society? 
Decides the gulf between 
hero and v i l l a in . (3) 
22. Read ing comics is a good 
one. (4) 
23. Br i ta in , A m e r i c a . Who ' s in 
charge? (7) 
24. Comics can , but often 
puzz le . (5) 
25. Wo lve r ine ' s nature was a 
deadly first for Marve l . (6)* 

D O W N 
1. Eco logy po inter to a super 
hero w i th bow. (5,5)* 
2. and feared. Most 
v i l la ins are. (5) 
3. O n c r ime or on comics? 
M c C a r t h y chose the latter. 
(5,4)* 
4. Singular w a y of dea l ing 
w i th tal l bui ld ings. (3,5) 
5. Ba tman l ives on it, and 
each of Wo lve r ine ' s c laws has 
one. (4) 
6. of the story? A t 
least, unt i l nex t issue? (3) 
8. Darksnake causes mean 
p rob l em for C o m i c Relief 
Comic . (6) 
14. Te l l the story. Ba tman 
does it himself. (7) 
16. The consequence of an 
angry Storm. (4) 
17. Not a lways the end for a 
M a r v e l hero. (5) 
19. Soldiers ' co lour : Heros 
prefer br ighter uni forms. (5) 
21. Was this W a r l o c k the first 
man in Eden? (4) 

Clues marked with a ' * ' 
can be solved by reference 
to the feature on pages 12 
& 13. 

IMPERIAL 
C O L L E G E 

BOOKSTORE 

VIDEO HIRE 
Until Easter 1991 

Monday to Thursday: 
all videos only SI 

Weekend Rate: 
3 nights for £3 
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The Story So Far... 
I'm back. Sor ry ; no c lever l itt le intro this 
week. I can't th ink of one. 

The E n d 
Last week Fe l i x rece ived a letter f rom a 
w o m a n who had actual ly had an 
abort ion. Out of respect for her and her 
feelings, and those of any other person at 
col lege in a s imi lar pos i t ion, I am d raw ing 
a close to the abort ion debate. The 
op in ion art ic le wr i t t en by IC Pro-Life Soc 
was on ly p r in t ed this week as it had been 
arranged before this letter was rece ived. 
The discussion has been rag ing for 
severa l weeks, a n d c lear ly it is a v e r y 
emot ive issue, about w h i c h people have 
very strong persona l feelings. It is also 
go ing nowhere . Bo th sides have had their 
say many t imes over , and thus I feel that 
to cont inue w o u l d mere l y cause more 
unnecessary pa in to people w h o have had 
personal exper iences w i th the subject. 

Meanwhile, back at the Batcave... 
A s I've a l ready stated, I'm back (bit 
obv ious b y n o w , really). T h e ev i l 
masterminds of the B ro the rhood of 
Examiners gave me their worst , and I 
l i ved to tell the tale, a l though my degree 
may not have done. (Only jok ing , M u m . 
Honest). Thus y o u are once again the 
p roud owner of a big, c h u n k y , twenty 
four pager. Howeve r , at this point I must 
say a huge ' T H A N K Y O U ! ' to the rest of 
the Fe l i x staff for s ingle-handedly (well, 
there are severa l of them, but y o u k n o w 
what I mean...) p roduc ing the Valent ine 's 
issue last week, and more impor tant l y for 
not say ing any th ing real ly horr ib le about 
me in their ed i tor ia l . It's okay , y o u can 
point the gun somewhere else now, 
guys... 

A s you m a y a lready k n o w , next week 
is the (drum ro l l , t rumpet fanfare...) 
T r a v e l Spec ia l ! ! ! W h i c h means the w h o l e 
of Fe l i x is go ing to be jam-packed w i th 
articles wr i t t en by people w h o have been 
to real ly nice hot places, and are very 
smug about it. If y o u haven ' t yet 
submit ted (ooo-er) an art ic le , then it's not 
too late (well, not quite). T h e final 
deadl ine is Monday , so get scr ibb l ing . 

Nex t issue is also the penul t imate one 
before the Imper ia l Co l lege Un i on 
elections. A s such it w i l l conta in mugshots 
of a l l the candidates for the var ious 
sabbatical posit ions (President, Deputy 
President, H o n Sec (Events), and of 
course, the most impor tant one: Fe l i x 
Editor). Mo r e impor tant ly it w i l l also 
present their manifestoes. 

So, if you ' re a candidate, bear this in 
m ind : The deadl ine is Monday , 25th 
February , 12.30 p m sharp. A l l 
manifestoes must be 300 words or less. If 
they are longer they w i l l be cut at the 
300th wo rd , e v en if i n mid-sentence. 
Sorry , but it's the on ly w a y to ensure that 
no one candidate gains an advantage 
over any other. 

If you ' re not a candidate , then it's go ing 
to be your first chance to see who 's who , 
so read careful ly . The people y o u vote in 
w i l l be in charge of the U n i o n for the 
next year. Too m a n y people here 
comp la in about the U n i o n ; that it doesn't 
do enough for us; it doesn't do the things 
y o u want; you never k n o w what 's go ing 
on ; etc, etc. If y o u don't m a k e the effort 
to f ind out about the candidates, you 
won' t k n o w w h o you ' re vo t ing for, and 
y o u won' t be able to vote for the right 
person. Not vo t ing at a l l is even worse. 

Th is is the biggest chance we get to 
make sure things are how we want them. 
The Un i on is there for us, but if we don't 
make the effort and get i n vo l v ed then 
we ' ve no right to compla in . A p a t h y never 

achieves any th ing , and nei ther does 
w ing ing w h e n it's too late. Right, rant 
over. But make sure y o u V O T E ! 

What wil l our heroes do next? 
We l l , we 've got a couple of n e w things 
c om ing up (no, I'm not go ing to use the 
same joke twice in on issue. Next week, 
though...). T h e first is a regu lar d iary 
co lumn , wr i t t en by a student here, and 
detai l ing his life in the prev ious week. 
I've a l ready seen a sample , w h i c h he 
swears is true. T h e easily shocked need 
not read, but the names w i l l be changed 
to protect the innocent (guilty?). 

Next comes the 'Bo r ing Lec ture Fo rum ' . 
Have y o u ever been stuck in a bor ing 

lecture? Have y o u ever w h i l e d away the 
t ime by p roduc ing an exquis i te w o r k of 
l i terature or art? Do bears do var ious 
naughty things in the woods? Does the 
Pope l ike the taste of concrete? If so 
(well, ma in l y if the second one...), then 
Fe l i x wants y o u . O r rather, F e l i x wants 
your creations, whatever they may be. 
The on ly requ i rement is that it was 
produced in a bo r ing lecture. So go for it: 
Show the w o r l d that not a l l students are 
t ime wasters! D r o p your stuff off at the 
Fe l i x office. 

A l so c o m i n g soon: A one off special set 
of interv iews w i th the Sab candidates, 
ask ing them the k i n d of questions that 
they don't want to be asked, but that y o u 
want to k n o w the answers to. This w i l l 
be in the issue after next . A N D a specia l 
post e lect ion round-up, i n the issue after 
that. Yes, y o u are go ing to V O T E , 
whether y o u l ike it or not... 

The heroes triumphant (ie, the end!) 
Wel l , that's about it for now . W i t h any 
luck the new car toon w i l l be regular (or a 
certa in new cartoonist w i l l be in trouble). 
Y ou ' l l a l l be g lad (?) to k n o w that 
everyone 's (?) favourite cat w i l l be back 
next week, comple te w i th h igh body-
count (or a cer ta in edi tor/cartoonist/part-
t ime bio log ist/al ien sex f iend w i l l be in 
trouble). A n d r emembe r that the C & G 
and RCS C C U elect ions are o n Monday . 
Th ink of them as a warm-up to the ICU 
ones. IE: VOTE! ! ! ! ! ! 

Staff Meeting: Monday 12.30pm 
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