


Union Scuffle 
In the ear ly hours of Thursday m o r n i n g a 
scuffle erupted in the un ion bar. T h e 
incident was ser ious enough for one of 
the concerned parties to be appear ing 
before a un ion d isc ip l inary hear ing in the 
near future. 

A c c o r d i n g to a un ion source the 
atmosphere at the end of Wednesday 
even ing had become rather fraught. The 
bar staff were hassled b y a cl ientele that 
became increas ing ly difficult. 

A spokesperson f rom the R S M U stated 
that 'we were al l out of there b y 11pm' 
a n d that they k n e w absolute ly no th ing 
about the inc ident . 

Paper Money 
T h e newspaper of K ings Col lege , Casey L, 
is be le ived to be suffering f inancial 
difficulties. A King 's Col lege student to ld 
F e l i x that the paper had used up a l l its 
£6000 grant a n d hadn't managed to raise 
the £4000 f r om advert is ing that it 
expected to. 

In response, Ms Turner , editor of Casey 
L, said that £2000 was left over f rom a 
£8000 grant, w h i c h w o u l d last at least 
unt i l the 24th A p r i l , w h e n she said that 
she wou ld leave. She said that the paper 
came out usua l ly once eve ry two weeks. 
She added that they 'were do ing 
disastrously ' but were now do ing fine. 

Access Closed 
Appl ica t ions for the access fund are now 
closed. The expec ted last minute f lood 
doubled the tota l number of appl icants 
from 220 on Thursday to 560 by 5pm on 
Fr iday . 

M r Cul l en , the person in charge of the 
access fund , t hanked Fe l i x for he lp ing to 
publ ic ise the fund's existence. M r Cu l l en 
felt that the most effective w a y of 
communica t ing w i th students was through 
Fe l i x and that articles in Fe l i x had 
d irect ly contr ibuted to the last minute 
surge in appl icat ions. 

Mr Cul l en said that he had 'made good 
progress' w i th w i th the enormous pile of 
appl icat ions. Successful appl icants w i l l 
receive their money by the end of te rm. 
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Libyan Link 
Imperia l Col lege has made a 'substantial ' 
offer for the thir teen year leasehold of 
the ex -L ibyan Embassy o n E x h i b i t i o n 
Road . The col lege is now awai t ing 
p lann ing permiss ion to conver t the 
bu i ld ing for academic use. 

A l though the remain ing leasehold is 
compara t i ve l y short, the p r ime posit ion of 
the bui ld ing has kept the va lue of the 
leasehold h igh . 

The Univers i ty of L o n d o n holds the 
freehold and this has been a major 
considerat ion in the dec is ion to make an 
offer. W h e n the thirteen year lease 
expires, IC w i l l probably be able to 
extend it further. 

What A Mug 
A beer mug was th rown f rom T i za rd Ha l l 
on Monday night, nar row ly miss ing a 
loca l resident. A c c o r d i n g to J o h n Hassard, 
T izard 's warden he cou ld have been 
k i l l ed had the glass hit h im . 

The student w h o threw the glass, who 
didn't come f rom T i za rd H a l l , is due to 
face a d isc ip l inary hear ing w i th in the 
next week. T h e most severe punishment 
the student might suffer is expuls ion f rom 
college. 

The resident ca l l ed the pol ice after the 
incident and has wr i t ten to Sir Er ic A s h 
and the mayor of Kens ington and 
Chelsea. Dr Hassard said that the incident 
can on ly strain relations w i th the mews 
residents w h i c h was poor at the best of 
t imes. He said that it might threaten 
p lanning permiss ion for an extension to 
the gym and he was also concerned 
about damage to the ove ra l l reputat ion of 
the col lege. 

Theft Corner 
Computers w o r t h £3500 were stolen f rom 
the Hux l e y bu i ld ing this week. The r oom 
in w h i c h they were kept was we l l 
secured except for a bit w h i c h could on ly 
have been k n o w n about by somebody 
k n o w i n g the r o o m we l l . The security 
p rob l em has n o w been so lved. 

Some vend ing machines have been 
b roken into, the amounts taken be ing 'not 
wo r th the bother ' accord ing to Geoff 
Reeves, IC's chief security officer. He 
suspects that people s leeping rough or 
hard up have been responsible and added 
that there had been more thefts f rom cars 
in the last three months than in the last 
three years. 

A Jaguar car pa rked beh ind the 
Chemistry bu i ld ing had its w i n g mirrors 
r ipped off this week. Securi ty officers said 
that this was probably due to 'kids tak ing 
it out on a car or two. ' 

H A I R D R E S S E R S 
15A H A R R I N G T O N R O A D , 

S O U T H K E N S I N G T O N 
071-823 8968 

W e have a fantastic offer for a l l y o u 
students, a cut wash and b l o w d r y 

by our top styl ist 
(wh ich no rma l l y costs a round £21) 

F o r on l y £11 M e n £12 W o m e n 
C h e c k us out ! 

STRESS 
RELAXATION 

SESSIONS 
Tue 26 Feb 

& 
Thur 28 Feb 

Giving up smoking 
seminar 

Friday 1 March 
No charge—sign up in the 

Union Office a.s.a.p. 

U R O P : Undergraduate 
Research Opportunit ies 

Programme 

Are you thinking of doing paid U R O P 
work with a member of IC faculty 
during the summer vacation 1991? 

If you are, please try to settle details as 
soon as possible so that the member of 

faculty can, if necessary, apply for 
funds. 

For further details of the UROP scheme, see 
the UROP 1990-1991 Directory available (free) 
from the UROP office, Room 313C, Level 3, 

Mechanical Engineering Building. 



Ken Livingstone Speaks 
K e n L iv ingstone, Labour M P , attended the 
Labour party An t i -War meet ing on 
Tuesday. Professor Steven Rose, a 
recognised expert on chemica l warfare 
and former ly at the b iochemis t ry 
department of Imperial Col lege opened 
the meet ing. 

Professor Rose examined the role of 
bio log ical and chemica l weapons are 
p lay ing in the Gulf Confl ict. He said that 
western governments had not compete ly 
r emoved their stockpi le of chemica l 
weapons, a l l of w h i c h are i l legal under 
internat ional laws. He added that western 
governments had failed to condemn 
President Hussein's chemica l attacks on 
the Kurd i sh populat ion. 

Comment ing on the possible threat of 
bio log ical weapons be ing used by Iraq he 
said that they 'don't make mi l i tary sense' 
and that a b io log ica l attack wou ld 'have a 
beg inning but absolutely no end. ' 

Professor Rose descr ibed the war as an 
'unmit igated disaster env i ronmenta l l y ' and 
added that the Un i t ed Nations resolut ion 
was 'a fig leaf of respectabi l i ty to cover 
up the nakedness pf US imper ia l i sm ' . 

He went on to say 'a cont inued western 
presence in the Gulf after the war wou ld 
be a constant expense to us and an 
irr i tat ion to A r a b nat iona l ism. ' 

K e n L iv ingstone said that the reason for 
the re lat ive ly smal l size of th6 peace 
movement in Br i t a in as compared to the 
US cou ld be b l amed upon the unique ly 
conservat ive Br i t i sh press. H e added that 
there was no th ing l ike economic decl ine 
to precipitate the smashing of a th i rd 
wo r l d regime, and that we on l y had to 
look back at the Fa lk lands to see the 
readiness to beat the war d rum. 

'Massive economic forces' were beh ind 
this war as the result of the 'Open door ' 
pol icies d r a w n up by the U S at the turn 
of the century w h i c h stated that al l 
obstacles to the expans ion of the US 
economy should be removed . This po l icy , 

Mend-a-Bake 
PETER THOMAS 

B I C Y C L E 
R E P A I R S 
SALES 
A N D 
A C C E S S O R I E S 

4-6 Effle Road 
F u l h a m , London SW6 
071 -371 5867 
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accord ing to M r L iv ingstone, ' la id d o w n 
the pattern of U S foreign po l i cy ' for the 
best part of this century. 

The present economic system meant 
that 'the who l e wo r l d supports the US ' 
either direct ly or indirect ly because of the 
need to trade in dol lars. T h e present 
problems were signs of 'resistance' that 
are emerg ing , said M r L iv ingstone. 

Quot ing statistics, M r L iv ingstone said 
that 2 2 % of the wor ld 's populat ion was 
now in economic decl ine in real terms, as 
compared to on ly 3 % in the 1960s and 
70s. 

M r L iv ingstone went on to say that 
'eventual ly the A r a b nat ions w i l l be 
reunited, and it wou ld be better to have 
them as fr iends' and 'the A rabs w i l l have 
to solve their o w n prob lems in their o w n 
way—we can't so lve them for them' . 

M r L iv ingstone was asked how he cou ld 
' reconci le his v i ews in the M idd l e East 
w i th his support for S inn F e i n ' to w h i c h 
he repl ied that S inn Fe in had rece ived 
the o v e r w h e l m i n g support of the Irish 
people in the on ly free e lect ion that had 
occurred in I re land this century . W h e n 
chal lenged that S inn Fe inn supports the 
k i l l ing of innocent people, M r L iv ingstone 
repl ied that he d id not, but that every 
Br i t i sh government did. 

M r L iv ingstone was asked to what 
extent he thought that the A m e r i c a n s had 
p lanned the w a r before the Iraqi invas ion 
of Kuwai t . He rep l i ed that he did not 
th ink that it was premedi tated because 
the who le affair had the ' ingredients of a 
cock-up ' and was an unexpec ted 
opportuni ty for the West to reassert its 
influence in the W o r l d . 

W h e n asked w h y Nei l K i n n o c k and the 
Labour front bench seemed to be toeing 
the To ry l ine on the war he answered 
that he cou ld not comment because 'Nei l 
hasn't spoken to m e since 1986' but that 
he had fared better than T o n y Benn to 
w h o m Nei l K i n n o c k hadn't spoken since 

Sabbatical 
Elections 
The elect ion papers for the four 
sabbatical posts of Imperial Col lege Un i on 
are go ing up this Monday . The posts open 
are President, Deputy President, 
Hono ra r y Secretary and F E L I X Editor . 
Candidates must have a proposer and a 
full list of seconders by Fr iday 1st March , 
when the papers come down . Hustings 
are on the 7th M a r c h and Elect ions on 
the 11th and 12th. A l l prospect ive 
candidates shou ld come to the F E L I X 
Office as soon as possible to discuss and 
arrange their publ ic i ty requirements. 

1984. 
K e n L iv ingstone f inished b y say ing that 

'I'm not a fan of fundamenta l i sm but I 
recognise its force as represent ing a 
ground swel l of change amongst the 
ord inary A r a b people ' . 

He descr ibed Br i ta in as 'the most 
b a c k w a r d of al l Western democrac i es—a 
real backwater ' . The on ly w a y to improve 
the situation was to cut the ties w i th a 
heritage of a dec l in ing empire . 

He descr ibed the 'special re lat ionship ' 
be tween Br i ta in and the US as the ' P M 
l i ck ing the President 's arse a n d gett ing a 
21 gun salute'. 

National 
Theatre 
Tr ip 
The Nat iona l Theatre opens its doors to 
students on Wednesday 20th February . 

The trip w i l l invo lve a backstage tour 
of the three theatres and w i l l leave Beit 
Quad at 5.00pm. If interested, contact 
Dramsoc on extension 3531 as soon,as 
possible, as places are l imi ted . 
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Short Time 
Short Time is about a cop on the 
edge...oops, sorry, a cop w i th a 
short t ime left bo th on the beat and 

in his life. Sa id cop is one Burt S impson 
(either a desperate publ ic i ty b id or a gaffe 
of vast and degenerate proport ions) and 
all his life he has l i ved for the future, 
p lanning for his kid's H a r v a r d educat ion 
and his o w n long-term f inancia l security. 
After a mix-up at the doctor 's (doesn't it 
a lways happen to you , boys ' n ' girls?) 
Burt is told, to his dismay, that he has 
on ly a few weeks to l ive and , even 
worse, that his life insurance on ly pays 
up if he gets wasted in ac t ion . So bear ing 
in m i n d 111* Dougie 's future Burt sets out 
to k i l l himself, p rovok ing m u c h 
bemusement from his mi ld -mannered 
partner, p layed by Mat F r e w e r in a 
frantic effort to escape type-casting as a 
robot v ideo jockey (and thus miss ing out 
on a lucrat ive contract w i th MTV ) . If I 
wanted to d a m n this mov i e I need say 
noth ing more now than there fol lows a 
series of t ouch ing tableaux as Burt 
confronts his true feelings, as we l l as his 
bumb l ing attempts to c ommi t suicide on 
the beat, invar iab ly (and natural ly ) ending 
in commendat ions for hero ism. Howeve r 
this wou ld be unfair, since it wou ld 
ignore the start l ing s imi lar i t ies between 

this and the other parent-kiddy- love f i lm 
out this week (see e lsewhere this issue). 
First of a l l we are treated to another 
b izarre Sesame Street crossover since 
Burt 's partner is named Ern ie and, be ing 
p layed by Frewer , he bears more than a 
slight resemblance to the Great Y e l l ow 
One both in character and looks. I cannot 
br ing myself to bel ieve this is accidental . 
Secondly, in both, we are treated to 
act ing per formances w h i c h scrape the 
edge of sacchar ine sent imental i ty without 
actual ly tak ing the plunge and th i rd ly , do 

we end up roo t in ' for the hero pop kids ? 
Yep , I th ink so; by the end of the mov ie 
Bur t has so eff iciently turned his life 
a round that I was pray ing he didn't 
destroy the 12 certificate by actual ly 
snuffing it. Or does he ? 

Short Time is a l ternately fa i r ly mov ing , 
if you ' re easi ly moved , fair ly exc i t ing , if 
you ' re easily exc i ted, and amusing, even 
if you ' re a miserable sod (Would the real 
A l a n Ba i l ey please stand up?). A f i lm 
greater than the sum of its parts. 

The Fly ing Gerbi l 

The Crop 
The Crop, w inner of three Crit ic 's 
Prizes at the Br i gh ton F i l m 
Conference for Best Fore ign F i l m , 

Best New Direc tor and Best Support ing 
Ac t o r opens in Br i ta in on February 15th. 

It is a masterful ly sombre r ewo rk ing of 
the great Yugos lav d irector Varschek 's 
Hard Winter (Die Unglucklischewinter); 
the director has made his debut w i th a 
compassionate and m o v i n g por t raya l of a 
s imple potato farmer before the outbreak 
of hostilities in the First W o r l d War . 
Perter Weinstag (better k n o w n as Ra lph 
M a l p h in Happy Days) c ommands the 
screen w i th a presence reminiscent of the 
ear ly w o r k of Fr i t z Lang as he fights to 
raise-his people from the ear th to a land 
he calls Gluck l ichubera l l es (the land of 
love). Unfortunate ly for Perter, the 
w o m a n he loves, Fa l ia (played by G l enda 
Jackson) is pregnant w i th the bastard son 
of the Burgermeister (Vincent Price). The 
roots of Perter 's faith are tested in a 
mov ing scene intercut w i th Falia 's 
seduction, w h i c h swirls w i th bare ly 
restrained erot ic ism. Perter is forced to 
lead the v i l lagers on a quest across the 
Siber ian steppe in search of his v is ion, in 
a trek that br ings hardship and pain to 
those he loves. In a dramat ic ava lanche 
sequence Fa l i a is cr ipp led in the th i rd 
mon th of her pregnancy; a potato bl ight 
threatens the very stabi l i ty of the v i l lage. 

(Die Kroppe) 

W i t h stout direct ion f rom Jon Pertwee, 
p rov ing himself more than s imp ly a fine 
actor, this f i lm leaves the v iewer 's m i n d 
full of complex resonances w h i c h persist 
l ong after the f i lm has ended. W h e n Fal ia 
gives b i r th to the two headed fish (in a 
dream sequence handled w i t h a m i n i m u m 

of taste) after eating a bad potato, the 
vi l lagers ostracize her, ca l l ing her 'The 
Bad One ' and the v iewer is left full of 
guilt but also anger. 

The f i lm is a stark metaphor for our 
times, from its metaphys ica l use of the 
potato as a s ymbo l for fornicat ion to the 
pro longed (sometimes severa l minutes) 
shots of empty fields. Pertwee 's cr isp 
d irect ion gives a cha l l eng ing and 
sometimes f rankly d isturbing insight into 
one man's l ove for his root vegetable. 
The Crop is also r i ch in inc identa l detai l ; 
try and spot C l ive Dunn in a rare cameo 
role as Sta l in , or the moment brief ly 
g l impsed where T a r k i n tries to sell Perter 
a hard core po rn v ideo. Unfortunate ly the 
f i lm is mar r ed by the c l own i sh buffoonery 
of U n a Stubbs, appear ing as the naive 
and vo luptuous daughter of Dienstag 
(Lionel Blair ) , a l though the sequence in 
w h i c h she is dragged away by the 
merci less agents of the secret pol ice 
(Frank Mu i r and A r thur Marshal l ) is 
s tr ik ing ly effective. 

A l though shot in b lack and white , and 
distract ing at times w i th the poor Italian 
translat ion of the Serbo-Croat dialogue, 
The Crop is an unmissable treat for 
students of the tuber, and a treasure for 
generations to come. 

The Amazing Fly ing Gerbi l Machine 
A n d Fr iend. 
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The Adventures of 

Ford 
Fairlane 

A n d r e w Dice Clay is an A m e r i c a n 
comed ian who special ises in the 
new breed of hate comedy . 

To launch h im as a mov ie star in a 
mainst ream comedy/ac t i on f i lm, such as 
this, may seem to be someth ing of a bad 
move . A n d indeed it is. 

F o r d Fa i r lane is an A m e r i c a n comic 
strip detective (is it just me, or does this 
sound familiar?) w h o specialises in Rock 
' n ' Ro l l . He gets invo l ved in a plot w h i c h 
is either so (a) complex or (b) bad ly 
wr i t ten, that I didn't unders tand a w o r d 
of it. However , it does invo l v e a brainless 
bimbette, 3 CD 's , a r ecord producer w h o 
pisses in the punch , J i m i Hendr i x ' s guitar, 
a penis cal led Stanley, the l ead singer of 
a heavy metal band, an explos ive 
m ic rowave and a koa la . F o r d does very 

little actual detect ive work , pre ferr ing to 
profane, punch and pucker his way 
through the f i lm, wh i l e his red-headed 
bombshe l l of a secretary solves the case 
(and gets t h r own out of the window) . 

Despite the above, the f i lm is not as 
good as it sounds. There is potent ia l both 
in the script, despite the r id icu lous ly 
sent imental end ing , and in Clay 's 
per formance, but they are bo th badly let 
d o w n by gross d i rector ia l mishand l ing . 
The director, Renny Har l in , is best k n o w n 
for his work in act ion movies , and it 
shows. The crashes and fights are superb, 
but many of the best lines lost. 

There is some potential for a cult 
fo l lowing here, but otherwise a 
potent ia l ly good mov ie seems 
condemmed to sink wi thout trace. 

Pendragon. 

Flesh Gordon 2 
F l e s h G o r d o n Meets the C o s m i c Chee r l eade rs 

Emperor W a n g managed to surv ive 
the catac lysmic exp los ion on the 
planet Po rno and has now 

reappeared on the Ice Planet w i th the 
Fr i g id Queen . Further research and 
extensive tests w i th the sex ray have 
now produced the Impotance Ray, w h i c h 
he uses on a nearby planet. Here the 
Cheer leaders of Cosmic H i g h , faced w i th 
an unsatisfied sex dr ive go in search of 
the most v i r i le member of the human 
race—Flesh Go rdon . 

They k idnap Flesh f rom Dale 's l ov ing 
clutches, forc ing Dale and our o ld fr iend 
F l e x i Jerkoff to persue F lesh in a 
spaceship powered by the energy of 
copulat ing ch ickens , facing the dangers of 
an a s s - t e r o i d belt and the chickens 
runn ing out of steam, they f inal ly meet 
up w i th F lesh and the Cosmic 

Cheer leaders in the land of the T u r d 
People. 

Escap ing to the Ice Planet they have to 
stop W a n g from bathing the Ear th in 
impotance rad iat ion so s t rong that F lesh 
is in danger f rom it, though it wou ld be 
too late for h im as his organ wou ld have 
been transplanted. 

I th ink that sums up the plot, w h i c h on 
paper is funny and, indeed, the f i lm has a 
few good funny lines to offer. Wh i l e the 
act ing is abysma l , the are models 
amusing and in several cases very crude. 
Unfortunat ly , it has total ly lost the spirit 
that the first f i lm had and is no th ing 
more than a cheap sequel. If y o u l ike 
seeing b ig tits on the b ig screen this is 
your f i lm, o therwise don't go and see it! 

Kil ler Bob. 

— F i l m 

Men at Work 
O h dear. A mov ie wri t ten and 
d irected by Emi l i o Estevez, and 

— s tarr ing himself and his brother, 
Char l i e Sheen. W h o are they playing? 
Garbage men . Wha t do they do? F ind a 
dead body. Wha t do they do w i th it? 
Car ry it a r ound w i th them, a long w i th a 
mad V i e tnam vet and a k idnapped P i z za 
man . Meanwh i l e Car l (Mr Sheen) is 
m a k i n g the dead man's campa ign 
manager fall in love w i th h im , by using 
his knowledge of her, g leaned from 
watch ing her in her apartment, by means 
of a pair of b inoculars . Uh-huh . 

This f i lm shou ld have been real ly bad. 
It near ly makes it, but the pr inc ipals have 
enough feckless cha rm to sustain the 
thing, at least for an undemand ing 
adolescent audience. In its favour, it 
in i t ia l ly avo ids going straight for the 
w h a m bang act ion approach , instead 
opt ing for someth ing that is a fairly close 

imitat ion of character deve lopment . But 
not that close. 

The twists are obvious, the jokes 
s impl ist ical ly funny, and the c l imax , we l l , 
s i l ly. There are wo r r y ing homophob i c 
undertones in the treatment of the 
po l i cemen, a n d the V i e t n a m vet, a l though 
getting a l l the best l ines, is not exact ly 
sympathet ica l ly handled. Admi t t ed l y , I d id 
laugh occas ional ly . But not that much . 

Not great. 
Pendragon. 



A squidgy chocolate box of adoring missives brought to you... 

Valentines Messages 
• SPUNKY PANTS 
Be our V ixen 
A l l our love. Foxy and Gloves! 
• TO T H E PRESIDENT: 
I want to bury my nose in your bum-fluff, 
but only if you' l l lick black cherry yogurt 
off my wellies. Love Dirty Oo-Er. 
• ANDY—I love your horn—Pete. 
• JENNIFER Pennells (Wow what a 
surprise) nothing compares to you, happy 
valentines day from your blue eye one I 
love you x x x x x 
• TO my gorgeous little creature. Love 
and tenderness forever. Fluff Bums... 
• SAILOR, 
Thanx 4 watching 
my despair 
I wi l l always 
love you, 
Peanut. 
• MR P 
Is that a saxophone in your pocket, or 
are you just pleased to see me—Love 
Pete. 
• FOR Asha and Amar, 
I have stood here before inside the 
pouring rain, with the w ind running 
circles, running round my brain. I guess 
I'm always hoping that you' l l end this 
reign, but it's my destiny to be the King 
of Pain. Sting 'K ing of Pain ' 
• FOR NADIA , 
Y o u know I can't lie 
If I say that baby I love you 
Then baby I love you 
A n d I do 
I do' 
Harry Connick Jnr. 'We are in Love' 
• DARLING CHRIS 
Do you have the leather bondage-wear to 
match your jacket? Love S.M. 
• TO FLAPS , my birthday is as follows: a 
747, a Merc 500, a flat on the Champs 
d'Elysee or failing those can I have 
another weekend away? Love from A E M F 
XXX 
• TO M Y cute Polly-Bear. You're so 
strong and so hunky, let's make beautiful 
jigsaws together. Absolutely all my love, 
Lisa Simpson. 
• D E A R A D A M , Please, please, please 
can we have Edward Scissorhands? P.S. 
Photos tomorrow (Tues?). 
• TO CHRISTIE Brinkley (Jennifer). Can I 
see some more of you and your dove's 
eyes? From Prince, Physics. 
• YASMIN dearest, to a stunningly 
beautiful lady with angelic eyes tht speak 
and with a smile so breathtakingly sweet 
that it never fails to melt my heart. 
Happy Valentine. Lots of luv Secret 
Admirer. 
• P A R E N T A L Guidance, similar to re­
ceiver! Are you a chemophile as well? If 
so then do sommut soon before the 
interest rate drops, I'm two wi ld about 
your, but only underground! 
• DEAR M A R O 
I love you backwards... .Adba Mawram 
• H E L L O SAILOR, 
I just wish I could be merry 'n ' happy 
again in those doodie mansion-like 
quarters of yours. Yours indefinitely (but 
no longer). Fred and Barnie. 
• A N : ABTEILING, JO 
Wenn wir zusammen kommen konnten 

die reaktion ware explosiv. 
Von : einem kostbaren bewunder! 
• AUNTIE, 
I love it when you call me dearie 
It all becomes so clear 
It makes me feel less weary 
Ooohh I love you dear—ie. 
Love Rich. 
• KAT IE POOOOS... . 
Please have me back...I do like dogs and 
teddy bears really! 
• MICHELLE. . . 
Y ou are the minibus of my dreams. Can I 
ride you? 
• O O O H LOUISE, 
You are a tease, 
You are my pride and joy, 
Please, please, please, 
Play with my little toy!! 
Love Richard. 
• T O MS T I M B E R L A N D 
Wi l l you be my perky this Valentines. 
From Pinky. 
• IAN R ICHARDS 
I fly in just for breakfast 
A n d place my bottom on your bread, 
Next time you take your hat off, 
There' l l be a dropping on your head. 
Love A Pidge. 
• M U R R A Y , 
I love your wibbly-wobbly bits. Love J . 
• T O BRONNIE, 
Let's break all the rules and allow my 
hard center to meet your soft. Let's 
neutralise. F rom Lewis. 
• T H E C H A S E D , 
I'm still searching but with no sight, my 
love for you still shines a light. The 
Follower. 
• MR B R E A D M A N 
A little grizzly loves you, 
He visits every night, 
He steals your cash, 
A n d hits your head, 
A n d fills you mouth with shite. 
Love A Bear. 
• TO M Y Bumble Bee, 
Let's not hesitate, let's pollenate. 
From your favourite flower. 
• TO M Y 
Desciples, 
Don't hesitate, let's procreate. From the 
Guru. 
• TO S/A 
A l l my love and Affection. J . 
• TO JO & E M M A 
'Roses are red, 
violets are gree, 
open your legs, 
and I'll give you some cream!' 
From Matt and Dave. 
• TO MR R 
You ki l led my son you bastard, 
You snapped his wings in two. 
Next time you get plastered, 
I'll be looking out for you. 
Mrs Pidge. 
• MICKY 
Be my Valentine, and I speed-a-way to 
your heart. 
Love Steve. 
• H E L L O Sweetheart, 
you are the Princess of my heart. I wi l l 
always love you—your prince. 
• TO T H E Bread Man 
I love you, 

Why do you hate me so much? 
From A Pidge. 
• Bzzzzzzzz. Bzzzzzzzz. They're in your 
dreams Andy . Luv R. 
• ROYSTON 
'Is the wind still blowing? I hope not! 
xxxxxxx—S$!S$xx ! ! 
• A B L A C K Labrador called Guinness 
attracts attention. Let's tune to the same 
wavelength: from one to Luxembourg is 
heard Bobby McFerr in . I'm not, even 
though you thought I was and I am, even 
though you thought I wasn't. Hopefully 
the wibble is free on Saturday night. 
• BHARTI M i , my valentine, I wil l love 
you always, always, always! 
• I. R ICHARDS 
I come in every morning, 
I see you every day, 
I think you're really horny, 
But you chase my mates away. 
A Pidge. 
• T H E SUN 
The sun still rises, powerful free from all, 
the moon still hiding yet seeing all . Sun 
and moon both they fly, never to meet, 
can they die? The Moon. 
• TO T H E Bread Man 
Is that a broom in your hand or are you 
just pleased to see me? 
A .N . Other-Pidge. 
• MR T—Lemoncurd wi l l always remind 
me of you! 
• I DEDICATE 
A l l my love to 
Natalie, my babe. 
• TILL T H E N awaiting your reply Night 
and Day. 
• I.R. 
Oooer, Phweorr Finbarr 
Your bacon makes me sizzle, 
Your cakes they are so sweet, 
Your curry tastes like donkey poo, 
Your pizzas taste like feet. 
Love EVA . 
• I.R. 
Grrrr 
A .B . 
• R ICHARD 
I know I agreed to do it on the steps of 
the Albert Hal l , but I want to keep the 
negatives. Luv R. 
• I L O V E your LJL's. 
• T O T H E T W A T with the hat... 
Watch out for me tomorrow morning. A 
Grizley. 
• A M Y , You just name the ocean, I'll 
swim it. Want you, need you, miss you, 
love you. JB. 
• I.R. 
I'd love to wake up with you tomorrow. 
A Grizley. 
• D E A R J.G. 
I have been thinking about you since I 
started my PG. Here wishing you wel l 
and all the best with your Biology course. 
Take care of yourself. Love J immy. 
• I.R. 
I've got a big hammer and I'm not afraid 
to use it. 
A Bear. 



Roland Flowerdew uncovers a barking vicar, a potato inspector 
and a man who thinks he's Robin Hood. 

Eccentrics 
' A r e you eccentr ic? If y o u th ink y o u are, 
or k n o w someone w h o m a y be, contact 
Dr Dav id Weeks at the R o y a l Ed inburgh 
Hospita l . ' Th is message was on cards 
displayed a r ound Ed inburgh , w h e n D r 
Weeks dec ided to investigate eccentrics 
and eccentr ic i ty in 1984. 

His ult imate a im was, and sti l l is, to 
look at the thought processes of 
schizophrenics , whose bra ins seem to 
function in a sort of secret code, 
intel l igible to no-one but themselves. 
Instead of jumping in at the deep end, Dr 
Weeks tack led the lesser, but equal ly 
interesting, p r ob l em of eccentr ics. 

What makes an eccentr ic eccentric? A n 
eighteenth century Scots l a i rd suddenly 
dec ided to take to his bed . A couple of 
years later, he heard that Bonn i e Pr ince 
Char l i e had landed in Scot land, 
whereupon he jumped to his feet 
dec lar ing 'I 'll arise the noo' . He was later 
found in bed be tween two nubi le serv ing 
women , who , he said, were s imply to 
keep h im w a r m . 

There is the case of the Eng l i shman 
who decided to corner the r ice market in 
San Franc isco . To further this end, he 
bought up the entire r ice stocks of the 
city, w i th the intent to se l l it at a profit 
later. Unfortunate ly , several c l ippers 
ca r ry ing r ice sa i led into the harbour, so 
the bot tom fell out of the marke t . 
Suffering f rom shock, he dec lared himself 
emperor of the Uni ted States of A m e r i c a . 

The cards d isp layed a r ound Ed inburgh 
generated newspaper , then radio and 
te lev is ion interest in eccentr ic i ty , w h i c h 
enabled a large number of people to hear 
about the invest igat ion. Th is technique is 
k n o w n as mul t i -media sampl ing . 
S imultaneously , D r Weeks used the 'snow­
ba l l ' method, whe re friends are asked to 
ask other friends if they k n o w any 
eccentrics. The other friends ask their 
friends and so on , unt i l a who l e cha in is 
built up. Ove r two years, these two 
methods asked an est imated 30 mi l l i on 
people in Br i t a in whether they were, or 
knew any eccentr ics. This sampl ing figure 
is on ly exceeded by the nat iona l census 
in scope. 

Some have quest ioned the va l id i ty of 
these select ion methods, say ing that they 
are unscienti f ic and open to abuse. This is 
part ly true; however , Dr Weeks needed 
to locate eccentr ics, rather than conduct 
an op in ion pol l . The fact that his sample 
size was so large means that it is un l ike l y 
to be unrepresentat ive of the who le 
populat ion. 

Fo l l ow ing up the returns f rom this 
survey, Dr Weeks and his team came 
across the fo l lowing: 
• T h e m a n w h o invented the 'Ba l loon 
W i r e Strategic Defence Init iative ' ; a p lan 
to sur round Ed inburgh w i th ba l loons 
a rmed w i th lasers connected to v ibra t ion 
sensors. His idea was that, in the event of 
a nuclear str ike, the lasers w o u l d 
neutral ise the radioact iv i ty . Howeve r , the 
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same person has come up w i th other, 
more pract ica l , invent ions. 
• The mil i tarist , w i th 30 mode l tanks 
across his l i v ing- room floor. He had taken 
to his bed to read books o n mi l i tary 
history. D u r i n g the in terv iew, he pul led 
out a hand grenade and asked 
'Fr ightened, dearie? ' 
• T h e v icar of a church in Berksh i re , who 
barks dur ing sermons to l i v en things up. 
• T h e o ld lady who said 'I 'm t ry ing to 
become a cu l t i vated en igma. ' 
• A n o t h e r o ld lady, w h o added another 
Beat i tude to those g iven in the Sermon 
on the Mount : 'Blessed are the c racked , 
for they shal l let in the l ight. ' 
• The potato inspector, w h o eats noth ing 
but potatoes, and goes on potato hol idays 
to Peru. 
• The man w h o works for the Min is t ry of 
Defence. Howeve r , in his spare t ime he 
identifies w i th Rob in Hood , to such an 
extent that he wa lks a round complete 
w i t h bow and ar row, and dressed in 
L inco ln green. 

What distinguishes these people f rom 
the 'man-in-the-street'? The study found 
that eccentr ics are enormous ly creative, 
and many have v i v i d dreams. A l though 
they k n o w that the rest of the wo r l d 
considers them pecul iar , they have the 
self-confidence to ignore others. This non-
con formism means that they are 
r emarkab ly free from stress, w h i c h in 

FEATURES 
turn means that they are incred ib ly 
heal thy: the average eccentr ic visits his 
doctor twenty times less frequently than 
his ' no rma l ' compatr iot . 

Eccentr ics usual ly start becoming 
eccentr ic fair ly ear ly in life, f rom about 
seven years o l d and upwards . Frequent ly 
their parents are or were fairly strong 
disc ipl inar ians, but this may be because of 
the behav iour of their ch i ld ren . There is 
often a history of eccentr ic i ty i n the 
families of eccentr ics. 

Eccentr ics are also ex t reme ly curious 
and highly mot ivated. A l t h o u g h some of 
their ideas may be 'wacky ' , many cou ld 
be put to good use, but on l y if people 
stop dismiss ing them as be ing stupid. 
Eccentr ics feel invis ible to the rest of the 
wo r l d - for m u c h of the t ime they enjoy 
this, because it a l lows them to get on 
w i th their l ives without m u c h 
interference. Howeve r , people tend to 
over look them as contr ibutors to the 
benefit of m a n k i n d . Th is they f ind 
irr i tat ing, because one of the ma in 
mot ivat ions for an eccentr ic is to improve 
the lot of others. They often feel that 
they are ahead of their t ime and that the 
rest of the w o r l d is out of step w i t h them. 

Most eccentr ics are male , but the 
number of female eccentr ics is increasing, 
probably because of the increas ing 
independence of women . It seems that 
female eccentr ics tend to become so later 
in life than the males: Dr Weeks found 
that they tended to get mar r i ed and raise 
ch i ldren , then they 'get r id ' of their 
husbands and restart their l ives w i th an 
amaz ing burst of creat iv i ty . 

D r Weeks considers that society needs 
eccentrics. The i r abi l i ty to cast off 
preconcept ions and ignore convent ions 
means that they can produce rad ica l 
ideas w h i c h can be put to good use. He 
also draws paral le ls be tween the high 
occurrence of eccentr ics in Br i t a in and 
Br i t i sh creat iv i ty . Ove r half the wor ld 's 
new commerc ia l l y -adopted ideas and 
invent ions come from Br i ta in . He says 
'Eccentr ic i ty is essential if society is to 
have a sufficient var iab i l i ty w i t h i n itself to 
adapt successfully to chang ing condit ions. ' 
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Rufus Isaacs and Fizz Marsh report on Saki-Winki and Bearded Sakis from Kurupukari on the Essequibo. 

U Expedition Guyana '90 
The G u y a n a '90 Exped i t i on was bo rn two 
years ago when a poster appeared on the 
Life Sciences not iceboard saying, ' A n y o n e 
want to go to Braz i l? ' . It was an 
opportuni ty far too good to miss, 
a l though the Braz i l ians we re less than 
keen to have seven biologists witnessing 
the treatment of their forests. So we 
p lumped for Guyana , a t iny country , also 
in the A m a z o n i a n Bas in , nor th of B raz i l , 
w h i c h is 8 0 % rainforest. G u y a n a '90 was 
an ecological conservat ion m i n d e d 
expedi t ion to study the f lora and fauna of 
the t ropica l forests. No one seemed to 
have studied the forest there since D a v i d 
A t t enborough in 1957, a n d earnest 
organisat ion for the tr ip began. 

First stop was an overn ight stay in 
T r in idad , our introduct ion to the la id back 
Carr ibean life, r u m punch , calypso, 
mosquitos and mind-numbing heat. Next 
morn ing , a qu ick flight took us over the 
coast of South A m e r i c a . Trees stretched 
everywhere beneath us, except where the 
snak ing b r o w n r ivers cut th rough the 
dense green carpet; a breathtak ing first 
g l impse of what was to become our 
home. 

W e took a tax i f rom the airport into 
the capital (and only) c i ty, Georgetown, 
where 8 0 % of the Guyanese people l ive. 
He took us into the hubbub of 
Georgtown's marke t square. Here , full of 
exc i tement and a naive wonde r at the 
foreign surroundings, we wa tched in 
s tunned disbelief as a defenceless o ld m a n 
was robbed of his bag by a teenage thief 
w h o leaped just out of his reach , laughing 
w i th the c r o w d w h o stood by. Water 
Street, we found out later, was not a 
place to go shopp ing a lone. Go ing out 
anywhere a lone or at night was a bad 
idea, as 'whit ies ' were sitt ing ducks for 
the bandits. Dur ing a pleasant even ing 
strol l in the t rop ica l air on the first night, 
four of us were robbed by a couple of 
b r oken bottle w a v i n g yobs. W h i l e we 
were in George town we saw ve ry few 
Europeans on the streets. 

Part of the reason for the tense 
atmosphere is the ve ry unstable pol i t ica l 
situation, as most of the populat ion are of 
East Indian descent, but governed by 
West Indians, unsympathet ic to their 
needs. The Peoples Nat iona l Par ty 
government have been accused of ballot 
r igg ing in the past, and the people are 
demand ing free and fair elect ions this 
t ime. Riots and rac ia l fr iction are 
increasing as the elections, due any t ime, 
approach. 

The city itself, once a corner of the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h , stil l retains m u c h of the 
past; the statue of Queen V i c , the grand 
bui ldings of the H i gh Court and St 
Georges Cathedra l and ratt l ing Morr is 
Minors . A lmos t every bu i ld ing in Guyana 
is wooden a n d on stilts, as the land is 
most ly beneath sea leve l a n d prone to 
f looding. In the city centre, impressive 
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elaborate wh i t ewashed houses several 
stories high l ine the broad Parisian-style 
streets w i th grassy central wa lkways , 
shaded by scarlet f lower ing flame trees. 
The r i ch suburban areas a l ong the sea 
wa l l contrast s tr ik ing ly w i t h the poorer 
quarters whe re muddy potho led roads 
thread th rough the r u n d o w n shacks and 
ch i ldren play a round stagnant drains and 
decay ing rubb ish heaps. 

Hav ing expected to be at our study site 
w i th in a week, the problems we had 
organis ing food, equipment, permiss ion 
and transport de layed departure a second 
week. The smi l ing Guyanese officials 
wanted to help, but their i nb red love of 
r ed tape and bureaucracy was a constant 
obstacle to progress. In be tween dai ly 
meetings we were inv i ted to teach at 
local schools. A t p r imary schools, we 
shouted to be heard above the c lamour of 
hundreds of chatter ing ch i ld ren , d raw ing 
a tree w i th monkeys , snakes and parrots 
to i l lustrate our talk on v e r y basic 
rainforest ecology. 

Departure day dawned on the 17th 
October and w e headed for our 
destination, K u r u p u k a r i , 200 miles south 
of George town on the Essequibo River , 
where , we we re real iably in formed a 
pontoon w o u l d carry us across the r iver . 
W e trave l led in a Toyo ta Landcruiser 
dr i ven by the mad Rastafar ian, M r 
Baptiste, w h o insisted on s topping for 
severa l beers before breakfast and 
laughed and swore r iotously for the entire 
journey. The equipment was packed into 
a Mercedes U n i m o g lorry w i t h huge 
wheels, l ook ing l ike it cou ld get 
anywhere through anyth ing . Our dr iver, 
E lv is , he ld the landspeed record for the 
journey, and he was w a r n i n g us how bad 
the journey was. None of us be l ieved 
h im. 

The 200 miles to K u r u p u k a r i took a 
tortuous nine hours. Houses turned to 
fields and as the tarmac ended and the 
forest began a feel ing of great exci tement 
gr ipped us a l l . Th is was wha t we had 
come to see. T h e cruiser wen t in front 
whi le the U n i m o g lumbered beh ind , 
squeezing be tween the trees w h i c h 
hugged the n a r r o w road a n d poked their 
branches through the w indows . The most 
serious obstacles were the swamps. Bo th 
vehic les got stuck and we had to wade in 
the m u d to c lear logs and attach the 
w i n c h before they cou ld be freed. 

Eventua l ly a shel l -shocked team fell 
f rom the vehic les into a sma l l c lear ing at 
the edge of the Essequibo at Kurupukar i . 
There was no v i l lage and no pontoon 
(dismay!). The site was occup ied by the 
Canadian Y o u t h Chal lenge International 
group (YCI), w h o told us that the pontoon 
had been b r oken for two years, but there 
was an A m e r i n d i a n sett lement across the 
r iver . 

We l l , we chatted to the YC I gang, then 
went for our first blissful s w i m . W e were 
assured that the P i rhana on ly came out at 

night, but someth ing bit a hole in a 
sw imming cozz ie ! W e staggered a round 
t ry ing to cook d inner in an exhausted 
stupour, and in the end strung up our 
hammocs for our first n ight beneath the 
stars. 

The fo l lowing day, we had our first 
encounter w i t h the Amer ind i ans . Jonas, a 
short, dark t r iangular torsoed man w i th 
w i r y dark hair and a so l emn express ion 
paddled some of us across the r iver to 
search for a study site. A l i gh t ing by some 
beautiful rapids, our guide l ed us up a 
smal l grassy h i l l through l ime trees and 
coconut palms to the v i l lage. This 
compr ised of severa l w o o d e n pa lm-
thatched huts on stilts, seeming ly 
occupied by on ly a few ch ickens . W e 
were met by Capta in A n d r e z , the 68 year 
o ld boss of the vi l lage. A bright eyed, 
round faced, loquacious m a n who 
we l comed us eagerly. He took us to the 
smal l wooden st i l ted schoo l bu i ld ing , built 
by Operat ion Ra l i egh in 1988, unused 

d im and the air re lat ive ly coo l . It was 
incred ib ly si lent, the atmosphere soothing 
and secure, the ancient grey t runked 
trees were the ep i tomy of complete 
serenity. The on ly sounds were the 
whis t l ing and ca l l ing of the birds above, 
the per iodic squawk of macaws, the 
buzz ing of wasps and the hel icopter wh i r 
of the He rmi t h u m m i n g b irds that darted 
around, somet imes on ly inches f rom our 
faces. 

W e saw severa l species of monkeys , 
often d isturbing their feeding and seeing 
a rust l ing b r a n c h in the canopy . W i t h 
m u c h patience, their bright orange, l ong 
haired bodies cou ld be v i e w e d as they 
m o v e d s lowly and careful ly between 
trees. The ex t reme ly rare B lack Spider 
Monkeys we re even more t imid . A l t h o u g h 
init ia l ly inquis i t ive, they seemed to 
evaporate into the leaves once disturbed. 
In contrast, Capuchins were obstreperous 
creatures, screech ing and sw ing ing f rom 
tree to tree th row ing debris d o w n to 

since the government had not prov ided a 
teacher. Af ter a couple of hours l ook ing 
at possible campsites in the forest, we 
dec ided to stay in the schoolhouse and 
wa lk in to the forest every day to work . 

D a w n started each day w i th the distant 
roar ing of the How le r Monkeys shout ing 
across the mist shrouded tree-tops. The 
m a m m a l trappers wou ld go off before 
breakfast to check their traps. Things 
weren ' t a lways easy; m a m m a l s were 
elusive and not inc l ined to be trapped. 
This was al l rather conduc ive to nervous 
b r eakdown but fortunately Jacuzzis in the 
rapids and the del ight of wande r ing 
through the v i r g in forest in our spare 
t ime kept us sane. 

Huge buttressed trees, t owered 
majestically straight up into the dense 
canopy. T h i c k woody v ines spira l led 
a round branches and trunks. Here and 
there a tree had toppled over slightly, stil l 
he ld up by other trees and creepers, but 
lett ing shafts of sunl ight spark le through 
the green. Otherwise the l ight was quite 

chase us away. W e also caught sight of 
large troupes of Squirre l Monkeys , or 
Sak i -Wink i , and Bearded Sakis. 

The Amer ind i ans were v e r y hospitable; 
August ine , the master f isherman wou ld 
br ing us fish each morn ing f rom the 
prev ious night's moonl i t hunt. Other 
vi l lagers brought us sweet bananas, 
refreshing coconuts, berr ies and fresh 
lemons and l imes. W e ate l ike kings and 
on ly resorted to eating rodents 
occasional ly ! E v e n the ch i ld ren , w h o 
were ini t ia l ly terr i f ied of ou r strange 
whi te sk in , soon greeted us shyly , 
offering rats a n d insects w h i c h they had 
caught, to help us w i th our studies. They 
also let us in on their tree secrets, sniffing 
bark and snapping twigs to identify them, 
sometimes offering gems of stories about 
the med ic ina l or food uses of the plants. 

W e became especial ly close to Capta in 
A n d r e z — k n o w n as Capta in because of his 
unquest ionable knowledge of the r iver . 
He passed us ve ry ear ly every m o r n i n g 
on his way to the fields b e y o n d the 

school , where crops of cassava, yams, 
peas and sugar cane were tended by the 
vi l lagers. He wou ld often visit us for 
breakfast on Sunday (his on ly day off) or 
in the evenings when he c ou ld be 
persuaded to take a shot of r u m , w h i c h 
made h im even more ta lkat ive than 
usual . A ve ry rel ig ious m a n , of h igh 
morals , the Capta in had an op in ion about 
everything, f rom the t r i v ia l e.g. a w o m a n 
w i th a first toe longer than the others w i l l 
make a bossy wife, to the deeply 
phi losophica l , 'No matter how hard they 
look, scientists w i l l never f ind God ' . He 
ta lked endlessly on history, pol i t ics, war , 
science, farming, conservat ion , love and 
re l ig ion w i th astounding knowledge , 
consider ing he didn't even have a radio 
and posessed no books. H e wou ld 
invar iab ly end up on the subject of the 
new road f r om Braz i l w h i c h was p lanned 
to run past K u r u p u k a r i cut t ing through 
the forest to the coast, and was reputedly 
progressing rap id ly at a rate of 10km a 
week, m u c h to the Captain 's obvious 
dismay. He loathed Braz i l i ans and was 
appal led at the prospect of the road and 
the havoc it wou ld br ing to his peaceful 
v i l lage. 

Af ter three weeks at K u r u p u k a r i , we 
met w i th a t eam from the Min is t ry of 
Agr i cu l ture a n d Wildl i fe , w h o were 
survey ing the B lack Ca imen populat ion 
(very b ig al l igators w i th sharp teeth 
w h i c h we weren ' t scared of at all!). They 
warned us that the imminen t November 
rains could leave us s tranded beyond the 
impassable swamps. The Capta in 
conf idently pred ic ted f rom the co lour of 
the moon 's halo that the rains wou ld 
come late, if at a l l this year . In fact, 
spending Chr is tmas w i th the Amer ind ians 
was quite inv i t ing , but after m u c h debate 
we decided for safety's sake to pack up 
and wade , th rough the swamps to dr ier 
forest. After gett ing settled into life at this 
idy l l ic site it was hard to leave, after the 
last sw im and f inal farewells we 
c lambered back onto the Landcruisers 
and headed for the next camp. 

v Site 2, at a p lace ca l led M i m u , was set 
in a whi te sandy c lear ing , by an ice-cold 
magenta co loured creek. T h e land was 
owned by Demer ra ra Woods T imber Co., 
w h o operate small-scale select ive fel l ing. 
A team of the ir foresters w h o l i ved in a 
palm-thatched hut by the creek, helped us 
bui ld shelters f rom w o o d a n d tarpaul in , 
using the ubiquitous, razor sharp 
cutlasses—one for hammocks , the other 
as a k i t chen/communa l r oom. W e were 
soon back into the rout ine of work , w i th 
help f rom the Guyanese wi ldl i fe team. 

Monkeys we re arguably more abundant 
here and we definitely saw more snakes 
(no fatalities though). Our nearby creek 
was found to be the night t ime haunt of a 
young Spectac led Ca imen w h i c h we 
disturbed one evening. F r e sh footprints 
on the road each morn ing p rompted 
night-t ime searches for Jaguars, but they 

sensibly kept out of sight. Signs of tapir, 
deer, anteater, agout i and labba were also 
seen on our travels. 

Be ing next to the jungle t rack, we were 
often vis i ted by passing travel lers, 
par t icu lar ly 'pork knockers ' . These 
wander ing go ld and gem prospectors, 
gett ing their interest ing name f rom their 
surv i va l on bush pig meat w h i c h they 
tenderise by bashing w i th hammers . They 
l ive a rough life, a lways o n the scrounge 
for food and tobacco and a lways ready to 
str ike a deal . Notor ious for their st icky 
fingers they set the camp on edge w h e n 
they a r r i ved and often left in the dead of 
night, sometimes w i th more than they 
came w i th the pr ice of their raw gold was 
too good to pass up and we each bought 
a pennywe i gh t—enough for one r ing . 

Abou t a week into our stay at M i k u , we 
saw the first traffic f rom Bra z i l pass by, 
indicat ing that the new road had been 
completed. It was d is turb ing to imagine 
the changes to K u r u p u k a r i where we had 
been so recent ly . 

Af ter another ten days, the November 
rains began, in infrequent showers, but 
becoming dai ly more fast a n d furious. 
Our last few evenings were spent 
frantical ly d igg ing gutters to divert the 
torrents. O n the last night, the weight of 
water col lected in the roof and split a 
massive hole in the tarpaul in , conv inc ing 
us that it was t ime to leave. 

W i t h both vehic les p i led high w i th 
bodies and equipment , we s l ipped our 
way back towards George town, sorry to 
leave our beauti ful home, but l ook ing 
forward to a hot shower a n d co ld beer. 
Af ter seven weeks in the forest, the 
unfamil iar sights of bui ld ings and crowds 
of people tu rned George town into a 
Manhat tan in our eyes. M i r ro rs , runn ing 
water, toilets, wal ls , cei l ings, doors and 
stairs, beds, pavements and traffic al l 
seemed b izarre . The cul ture shock was 
eased a little by a night in an air-
condi t ioned hote l w i th a superb meal , but 
it stil l took some t ime to adjust. 

George town seemed l ike a different c i ty 
now that we had Guyanese friends to 
take us around. W e went rav ing at 
reggae street parties and clubs, squeez ing 
in w i th w i l d danc ing locals. Shopping for 
souvenirs at markets , we now paid 
Guyanese prices, often half what we 
prev ious ly pa id . 

Mark Johnson , w h o masterminded 
Guyana '90 is a l ready organis ing 
expedit ions for 1992 to G u y a n a and 
Tr in idad . W e strongly advise anyone w h o 
is interested a n d doesn't m i n d snakes, 
crocodi les, p i rhana or nasty sk in invad ing 
parasites (didn't tel l y o u about that one) 
to jump at the chance of be ing invo lved . 

DIARY D A T E : The G u y a n a '90 w i l l be 
te l l ing their story w i th slides on the 
even ing of Feb 21, in Beit W2/3 . Cheese 
and Wine . L ook out for posters. 



Manic Street Preachers ^ttteffo^HeSmn 
MUSIC 

'We l ive it up in hel l 
W e destroy rock and ro l l ' 

E x p o u n d i n g the gospel of 'heroin-tainted 
rock ' n ' ro l l ' to the disciples of anarchy 
and anyone else w h o cares to l isten, the 
Manic Street Preachers have exp loded 
onto the music scene over the last few 
weeks. 

Manufacture 

—Motown Junk 12" 

' ...every 14-year o ld w h o sees us 
doesn't care that we sound awful. He 
goes home, sells his r e co rd co l lect ion and 
wants to burn d o w n Barc lays Bank.. . ' 
they told N M E . A r e they for real? 
This comes f rom four w o r k i n g class 
We l sh boys wea r ing eye l iner , tight whi te 
trousers and a n ice l ine in home-made 
shirts, featuring such signif icant slogans as 
'Cul ture of Destruct ion ' and 'Condemned 
to Rock ' n ' Ro l l ' . 
'We're the most br i l l iant band , I th ink, in 
the last fifteen years, just because we 
don't want to do what 's been done 
before' they announced on S N U B T V . 
Released on the smal l ind ie l a b e l -
Heaven ly , Motown Junk is apparent ly 
their th i rd single. There are two other 
tracks—Sorrow 16 and We Her Majesty's 
Prisoners. A l l three feature fast and 
furious guitars and should be p layed ve ry 
loudly , but their p u n k y style sounds 
somewhat dated. Or ig ina l a n d br i l l iant 
they are not, but they 're not bad and 
they certa inly k n o w how to get not iced. 
If they concentrated more o n m a k i n g 
music instead of ta lk ing shite they might 
get somewhere . 

EGOR. 

LP 
I just managed to hear this E P over the 
noise of Blue Monday w h i c h the flat 
be l ow insist on p lay ing very loudly and 
ve ry often. This is the debut single of The 
Starlings w h o or ig ina l ly come from New 
Zea land . There are five t racks—star t ing 
w i th a cover of The Byrds classic Wasn't 
Born to Follow, w i th added dance b e a t -
how very or ig ina l . The tit le t rack Letter 
from Heaven was inspired by the story of 
a conv ic ted d rug smuggler w h o is hung 
before his mother receives his last letter. 
Hence the title: Letter from Heaven. The 
words (there aren't many of them) are 
sung over b luesy riffs, end ing w i th ' Look 
into the eyes of death and never feel 
your baby's brea th ' (apparently a 
quotat ion from an episode of The 
WaltonsW). 
T w o of the three songs o n the B-side 
seem to revea l an obsession about razor 
blades. Razor Girl—'She cut 666 into m y 
sk in ' and 'He l l oween Candy—there ' s razor 
blades in the He l l oween C a n d y ' (??) aren't 
rea l ly wo r th a ment ion . (Please note that 
He l l oween is not a spel l ing mistake.) The 
f inal track, My Sympathy, has a definite 
Velvet Underground feel to it. L o u Reed-
type vocals gl ide over an acoustic guitar, 
n ice ly helped a long by some 
'atmospher ic ' back ing vocals . I haven't a 
clue what they are s inging about, but it 
sounds good. 

EGOR. 

Rose (Felixist extraordinaire ) has l ikened 
this record to quote Che lsea supporters 
on ac id unquote . I cannot better this 
descr ipt ion except to say that the av id is 
of the inspirat ional rather than musica l 
var iety . Manufacture are obv ious ly of the 
industr ia l s choo l of thought w i th massive 
bass and vague electro twitter ings 
swamped in a terrace anthem, but this 
1 2 " has none of the power or interest of 
s imi lar wax ings . 

The flip contains two remixes of a track 
that didn't require one. 

Assuming y o u ever f ind a copy, don't 
bother. 

Stone. 

10 

Echo & The 
Bunnymen 

-ULU 6.2.91 
Spr ing , the t ime for re juvenat ion, f lowers, 
sun and little whi te rabbits hopp ing 
a round m a k i n g even more hopp ing 
rabbits. Its a shame the same can't be 
said for Echo and the B u n n y e n . 

They c omb ined perfect ly w i th the 
monot inous a n d bor ing supports to 
produce an even ing I have easily 
forgotten. 

M y on ly m e m o r y is a f ixteen stone 
stage diver that managed to complet ly 
miss the audience and col ide face d o w n 
w i t h the floor. H o w anyone cou ld stage 
dive to The B u n n y m e n I can ' t understand 
but people managed it despite the efforts 
of a very s low hippy. 

Every t ime somebody got up onto the 
stage he ran out on ly to be a second late 
and see them land face d o w n in the 
c rowd . The one t ime he was near ly on 
t ime he seemed hesitant as to what to do. 
The result, a very shocked man hitt ing 
the floor s ix feet be low. 

Sorry , but w h e n y o u are more 
interested in the light show than the band 
its a bad sign. 

A n n a B 

P O S T - A B O R T I O N 

S Y N D R O M E 

O n Tuesday 19 Feb, IC 
Pro-Life Society w i l l be 
hosting a speaker f rom 
the Br i t i sh V ic t ims of 

Abor t i on , who w i l l talk 
about this emerg ing area 

of concern. M e c h E n g 
664, 12.40pm 



Clubs & Sports 
Sailing J h i d W o r l d F i r s t 
The Castaways ' Cup is a sai l ing 
competed for by a l l the ind i v idua l 
colleges f o rming the Un ivers i t y of 
London , for w h i c h Imper ia l t radi t ional ly 
enters two teams. The first part of the 
compet i t ion was run as a league, in 
w h i c h the first team f inished second, 
close beh ind Guys Hospi ta l , whi le the 
second team dropped out of sight. The 
top four teams then went th rough to the 
semi-finals. Unfortunate ly for IC one of 
our first team helms then had to go 
home, and his second team replacement 
was not of the same ca l ibre , as IC 
nar row ly lost to Univers i ty Col lege, 
w h o m they 'd beaten earl ier . Guy 's 
Hospita l eventual ly thrashed IC in the 
f inal, but d idn ' t enter into the spirit of the 
compet i t ion, and it was left to IC and U C 
to celebrate in the no rma l fashion. 

Water Polo 
A n y w o m e n out there? C o m e a long don't 
be shy, enthusiastic beg inners we lcome. 
Fun on Fr idays 7.30-9.00pm for a great 
game. Have y o u got a s w i m m i n g 
costume? If y o u haven't , b u y one now so 
that y o u can play a game w h i c h never 
has a dul l moment . Mondays and Fr idays 
at the Col lege S w i m m i n g Poo l . Regular 
exercise. There w i l l be s w i m m i n g pract ice 
f rom 6.30 on the same night inc lud ing 
tra in ing. Un l eash your talents at Women ' s 
Water Polo , y ou ' l l love it. Zap along. 

Dramsoc 
Imperial Col lege Dramat ic Society w i l l be 
runn ing a series of act ing workshops 
every Wednesday at 2 .30pm in the 
Concert Ha l l . These are open to everyone 
and w i l l cover topics f rom stage f ighting 
to improv isa t ion . Ent ry is free. 

Cricket 
Imperial Col lege Cr icket C lub sent a team 
to the U A U 6-a-side Cup at N o r w i c h on 
Sunday February 3. Despite an excel lent 
effort by Pau l Wi l tshire , w h o averaged 
over 100 w i th a swashbuck l ing 73 not 
out, ICCC were knocked out after on ly 
two matches. This was ma in l y due to 
inexper ience of the indoor game, 
however we w i l l try again next year, 
hop ing A n d y Jones and Dan i e l Jaffe w i l l 
do better than 0 and 3 respect ive ly . 

Don't forget Cr i cke t Nets at Lords every 
Tuesday at 9 p m . A l so on M o n d a y 18 
February there w i l l be a cur ry night for 
members of ICCC. Meet at Southside at 
6.30pm and o n to Khan 's at 8.30pm. 

T h i r d W o r l d debt is one of the 
fundamental causes of impover ishment . 
3rd W o r l d 1st, a nat ional campaign ing 
organisat ion on 3rd w o r l d issues is 
part ic ipat ing in a Europe-wide campaign 
directed at request ing the major banks to: 
a) reduce, by at least half, the debts owed 
to the banks by the largest debtor 
countries, and, b) cance l complete ly the 
debts owed by the poorest countries. 

C o m i n g Events 
1. Stall in the JCR: Tuesday 19 Feb, 
12.30-2.30pm. Come to our stall if y o u 
wou ld l ike to do any of the fo l lowing: 
sign a pet i t ion or a letter to your bank 

Last summer , after a break of a few 
years, R i cha rd Gere came out w i th a pair 
of films of a complete ly contrast ing 
nature. The first Pretty Woman, was a 
happy fairy tale romance , the other, 
Internal Affairs, a r ivet ing thr i l ler . 

W h e n R a y m o n d A v i l l a (Andy Garcia) 
starts to invest igate cor rupt ion in the Lost 
Ange les po l ice department : malpract ice 
w h i c h they be l i eve also inc ludes Dennis 
Peck (Richard Gere), an officer m u c h 
respected for his apparent efficiency. The 
f i lm concerns these two pr inc ipa l 
characters and how R a y m o n d gradual ly 
uncovers the shady side of Peck. 

The f i lm has a c rack ing narrat ive dr ive 
and moody atmosphere and some 
excel lent per formances. The title is a 
double entendre w h i c h refers not s imply 
to the L A P D d iv is ion of that name, but 
also the way in w h i c h the monstrous 

Whi ls t o rd inary people gathered fuel and 
k ind l ing for the onset of the co ld snap, 
the Phonoec ian Spartans were g irding 
their not inconsiderable loins to attempt 
another feat of abjectly sub l ime athletic 
insubord inat ion. The snow swir led, the 
glasnost w i n d blew, but at the top of the 
tree there was little change. Frank, 
fr ightened to a frozen standsti l l in his vest 
and shorts by the prospect of a first 
ind iv idua l w in , came the usual and 
splendid 5th; A l e x after a brief hiatus 
f rom the top 10 was in w i th a bullet at 
8th, whi le B i l l a n d Laurence fought it out 
to come 13th a n d 14th. F r o m out of the 
metaphor ica l and personal g l oom flew a 
shaggy haired hero. D u n c a n was on ly 
held back at 35th by fa i l ing to adequately 

manager; have a l l your cheques stamped 
w i t h the message 'stamp out th i rd w o r l d 
debt now' ; p ick up a leaflet, buy or 
browse through a select ion of books, food 
and craft products from T h i r d W o r l d 
producer groups; talk to us. 

2. A talk on the debt crisis b y Rob 
W i l k in son of the W o r l d Deve lopment 
Movement on Thursday 21 February f rom 
12.45-1.45pm in M e c h E n g 542. 

3. Fo l low-up to the letter w r i t i n g 
campaign w i l l take place dur ing our 
week l y meet ings o n Fr idays at 12.45pm 
in Southside Uppe r Lounge . 

Peck cunn ing l y and c rue l l y manipulates 
both Raymond ' s emotions and his wife. 
The interplay between the two m e n is 
frequently e lectr ic. Come a long and see it 
next Thursday , 21 February , at 7.30pm in 
M e c h E n g 220. 

t ime h isJo iorhythms w i th his menstrual 
cyc le , a gross lack of professional ism 
from an otherwise perfect ly prepared 
athlete. Next, in quasi g u r k a fashion, 
were Dave , Ian and Jo l ly B o b b y in 50th, 
51st and 52nd. Our As i an disciple then 
re turned spurt ing b lood, wh i l e Dave 
sp lendid ly larded himself into a l l but last. 
O n the girl ie front, Edwige cont inued her 
cont inenta l assault to come 2nd, wh i l e 
He len , w i th her terrif ic t eam spirit, came 
11th and left immediate ly . Male Bond ing 
was forged in the A n v i l of S iber ia w h e n 
the course marke rs had to be col lected 
on a w indswept and desloate waste land 
w h i c h days before had been recognisable 
as R i c h m o n d Park . Such is life at the 
top... 

Film - Internal Affairs 

Cross Country 
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hi Scribbler's Corner. 
LETTERS 

what's on R e a l Photography 
A N UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS Dear FELIX, 
IN AND AROUND IMPERIAL COLLEGE I, too, graduated last year and attended - M y mother 's verd ic t on the photographs 
_ _ _ _ . the C o m m e m o r a t i o n Day ceremony last was that they were 'not bad ' w h i c h is not 
JT K l l / rV Y October . I was ve ry d isappointed w i th the ! the right response to a photograph w h i c h 
Hang Gliding 1 2 . 3 0 p m way m y graduat ion photographs came is supposed to r em ined you of one of the 
Southside Upper Lounge. Come and find out ou t—when they were be ing taken I got biggest days of your life. I have asked a 
about weekend training. Weekly meeting. the impress ion that the photographer just few other people w h o graduated at the 
Yacht Club Meeting 1 2 . 3 0 p m didn't care about the way the subject same t ime what they thought of their 
Huxley 413. looked. Wh i l e we were wa i t ing in l ine his photographs and on ly one person was 
Rag Meeting 1 2 . 4 0 p m assistant came r ound and straightened the reasonably happy and even he said that 
Union Lounge. gowns and hoods but w h e n I was his 'grew on h im ' . Other comments I 
3rd World First Meeting 1 2 . 4 5 p m s tanding in the 'studio', the photographer have rece ived are that the photographers 
Southside Upper Lounge. AGM and elections. bare ly l ooked at me, he just focussed the were 'adequate ' (from A m a n d a Baker) 
Huxley Soc Bookstall 1 . 0 0 p m camera and, wi thout any warn ing , took and Chr is topher H o m e (last year 's C & G 
JCR. the picture. Fo r the first photograph he President) said that his hair was u n t i d y -
Friday Prayers 1.00pm took so long to focus the camera that I w h i c h the photographer c ou ld have to ld 
Southside Gym. See Islamic Society. had dropped m y smile and the h im about—and that his express ion was 
Kung Fu 4 . 3 0 p m photograph shows me w i t h a ve ry awful. 
Union Gym. pecul iar express ion. For the second I have resorted to h i r ing a gown again 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 3 . 0 0 p m photograph I was reduced to keep ing a (at a cost of SI7 ) and gett ing a fr iend of 
413 Maths. f ixed smi le on m y face unt i l he had taken m y parents to take some more 
Yoga 5 . 3 0 p m the pho tog raph—which looks almost as photographs of me. This w a y I k n o w that 
Southside bad . I felt that it wou ldn ' t have taken the photographer w i l l take some care 
Christian Union Meeting 6 . 0 0 p m m u c h effort for the photographer to say over the w a y I look and w i l l t ry to catch 
308 Computing. one simple w o r d , such as 'Ready?' , before me at m y best. The lasting impress ion of 
Swimming 6 . 3 0 p m he released the shutter to w a r n me that Camera 7 that I obtained was that they 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. he was about to take the picture and give had a captive audience and that they had 
Fencing Club Training 6 . 4 0 p m me t ime to get prepared, part icular ly as a job to do w h i c h they wanted to 
Club training. they are, as T i m Wa lke r points out, the complete as qu i ck l y as poss ib le—no 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.30pm on ly c o m p a n y avai lable o n site and that matter how it turned out. 
Southside Gym. they wre charg ing a lot of m o n e y (my Yours sincerely, 
Water Polo 7.30pm photographs cost &30). Philippa Hogben. 
Sports Centre. Come along and join in. 
Southside Disco 8 . 3 0 p m 

Southside Bar. _ ^ _ 

SATURDAY IvCftI L U C 
Kung Fu Club 4 . 3 0 p m 

Wu Shu Kwan in Southside Gym. D e a r F E U X y y o u d o w n s o o n e r o r l a t e r ; a n d w h e r e 

Life, I ask you . What is the point? Af ter does that leave you? 
S U N D A Y al l , just th ink , you ' re bo rn , y o u l ive, you H o w about knowledge , w isdom, 
|r H c • mini die.. .and for what? You ' r e dead, y o u can't science? Sure, y o u can dedicate your life 
Sunday Service.............. V«.Wain t a k e a n y t n i n g w i t h y o u w h e n y o u V e t 0 t h e s e b u t i n t h e e n d t h e m o r e 

Anteroom Sherf.eld Building. See West London g o n e s o i s t h e r e a n y p o i n t t ( > , i f e a t a l ] ? , e a m a b o u { , i f e t h e m Q r e y Q u ^ 

Chaplaincy. We l l , who cares, we 're here, so we sheer futility of it a l l ; it's l ike chasing the 
Catholic Chaplaincy Mass 1 1 . 0 0 a m m i g h t a s w e „ e n j o y j t g o h o w d o w e d Q w j n d 

53 Cromwell Road. t h a t ? G e t p i s s e d , Q r e a t b u { y Q U s p e n d a U w h a t d s e c a n y Q u a j m f Q r j n , j f e ? 

UITH 8 A l T * " 1 ' O O p m y f ) u r m o n e y a n d e n d u p t h row ing up or Money? That doesn't get y o u anyth ing 
UDH. Al l welcome. w i t h a m u r d e r o u s migra ine the next day. except the desire for more money . 
J 0 * ? " " " " " " 1 0 . 3 0 a m w h a t { u n j s t h a t ? Power? But that invo lves responsibi l i ty, 
Southside Gyrn. w h a t a b o u t shagging? That 's fun, isn't and responsibi l i ty sucks. Fame? Fame is 
w L v U u D " - " 4 . 3 0 p m j t ? W e „ j u d g i n g b y t h e ' r e a l m a n ' and hel l , y ou can't even wa lk d o w n the street 
r * m « " * ™ ' r e a l w o m a n ' l e t t e r s t h a t h a v e appeared without be ing besieged by b imbos who 
Cathol ic Mass............ b.OOpm m F E L I X j t s e e m s a , Q t m Q r e t r o u b , e w a n { t Q t a , k t Q / g e t 

53 Cromwell Road, followed by supper. t h a n i t - s w o r t h . 0 r how about love, and autograph/shag you , and y o u get your 

m a k i n g love? (The difference is that pr ivate life spattered a l l over the Sun. 
M O N O A Y shagging invo lves some b imbo you p i cked So what is the point of life? Surely 
1, / I jJjT . 1 9 o n

 UP> a n d i s ' b e t t e r t n a n a wank ' , whereas there must be more to it than this? If not, 
KockSoc Meet ing .12.30pm m a k i n g i o v e j n v o i v e s a re lat ionship we might as w e l l go commit suicide 

Southside Upper Lounge. A l l abnormalities b e t w e e n t w Q e q u a , p a r t n e r s a n d j s m u c h t o m o r r o w S o i s t h e r e a n y m o r e t 0 life? 

welcome. more fulfilling). This invo lves someone We l l , sod it, no th ing else seems to do any 
BasketballI Uub...........„ 5.30pm e l s e a n d t h e p r o b l e m h e r e is that if you good; maybe there is somth ing to this 
Volleyball Court. Men s Team. b a s e y o u r m a r o u n d s o m e o n e e l s e t h e n God-Squad lark after a l l . 

be ing on ly h u m a n they're bound to let A real human being. 



Real Funding 
Dear Andy, 

Baa ! There is supposed to be a 
committee structure in ICU that exists to 
ensure that w h e n a decision is made, it 
reflects the v i ews of the student populous. 

Students at IC are represented by the 
sabbaticals a n d elected representatives, 
both social a n d academic. Yet these 
people have so little to say at the 
relevant meet ings. 

I wri te w i th part icular reference to the 
Counc i l mee t ing of February 11 1991. 
A n y o n e w h o attends one of these, and 
any student is so entit led, w i l l have 
not iced that few people bother to take 
part in important discussions. 

For example , £4,000 was passed from 
UFCs (University Fund ing Counci l ) budget, 
without a full U F C be ing ca l led . The 
Cha i rman (Benjamin Turner ) is a member 
of Counc i l , but a l lowed this to happen. 

Real Driving 

There was a definite confl ict of interests, 
but the var ious representatives of the 
populous appeared unconcerned . There 
was more debate concern ing a new 
society forming, and then there was 
about £4,000 be ing released for market 
research, w i th the potent ia l for a m u c h 
higher expendi ture (from where?) should 
the author ised company suggest it. 
A l t hough w o u l d this pass (!) through the 
committee structure I am concerned that 
thousands more could be ' rubber-stamped' 
in a s imi lar way . 

It is d isappoint ing that so few members 
of Counc i l (the Union 's sovere ign body) 
quer ied the rush release of funds so that 
the President cou ld conf i rm his plans to 
the company immedia te ly after the 
meet ing. 

R D Eyers, Publications Board Chair. 

Dear Andy, 
Let's get straight to the point , no 

re l ig ion, no sex, just d r i v ing . 
What is a Petromizer? We ' l l bel ieve the 

c laims made w h e n we see t h e m — a n d 
look forward to hear ing from Dr John 
Speight. 

In response to the cars and the 
env i ronment article in F E L I X 891 there 
are a few points we wou ld l ike to make , 
but first one question. 

1. W h o wants a Porsche anyway—a l l 
Porsches sold today have catalyt ic 
converters fitted as standard, y o u name 
us one Rea l M a n who ' d dr ive a car w i th a 
ca t—much better to buy a car wi thout 
one to avo id the bor ing job of cutt ing the 
th ing out of the exhaust and fitting a bit 
of dra in pipe in its place? 

2. 120 kph? A r e y o u in town? If you 
get bored at this speed take some advice 
f rom a Rea l M a n and either a) dr ive 
faster or b) t h r ow the car s ideways for 
the sheer hel l of it. 

3. If one in four drivers are not 
concentrat ing on dr i v ing m a y we 
hypothesize that S H E is probab ly 
adjusting her make-up in the rear v i ew 
mi r ro r (what else could it possib ly be for 
girls?) Before y o u jump to the typewri ter 
to say that w o m e n have less accidents 
than men—of course they don't and the 
reason for this is blatantly obvious to a l l . 
W o m e n don't dr ive as fast as men. It's a 
sure bet that if they cou ld they 'd have a 
lot more accidents. 

4. Y o u might f ind it a l a rm ing to f ind 
that a car is made every second but rest 
assured that most of these w i l l not be 
Rea l Cars. For example a F iesta is not a 
Rea l Car, a Lanc i a Del ta Integrate S4 is! 
A Real Car must have: 

a) A male dr i ver 
b) No catalyt ic converter 

c) Run on leaded petro l 
d) 4 whee l dr ive 
e) A t least 250 bhp 
A Real Car does not have enough r oom 

for sex—if it does then the engine isn't 
big enough. As for p i ck ing your nose may 
we r em ind w o m e n dr i vers—two hands on 
the steering whee l unless chang ing gear. 

5. Electr ic vehic les ! A r e y o u joking? 
B y def init ion electr ic vehic les cannot be 

exc i t ing to dr ive . M a x i m u m torque at 
zero revs m a k e for a bor ing power curve. 
Whee l spin becomes impossible. W e don't 
want whee l sp in to tear away from traffic 
lights l ike boy-racers, it is mere ly a 
necessity to soften the gear change f rom 
first to second. 

A s far as the env i ronment goes (and 
that's not far is it?) e lectr ic vehicles 
s imply shift the source of po l lut ion f rom 
the exhaust pipe to the ch imney of the 
power station. 

6. The Lotus Car l ton gives us the H o r n . 
176 mph . W h e r e and why? Everywhere 
and why not? 
M a y we now pose our solutions to 
Britain 's moto r ing prob lems. 

1. Ban all w o m e n from dr i v ing . This 
w i l l reduce the number of cars on the 
roads by at least 5 0 % and emissions by a 
s imi lar amount . 

2. Remove a l l speed l imits and the 
driver 's l iabi l i ty for personal injury to 
others. This w i l l further reduce the 
residual congestion—traff ic speeds w i l l 
increase dramat ica l ly and the residual 
pedestrians w i l l be faster at crossing the 
roads. 

3. Issue al l Real Men w i t h Lotus 
Carltons, preferably w i th a Nitro kit as 
176 is a bit s low, oh and a cowcatcher 
wou ld be a bit useful. 

Yours sideways, 
Some Real Men. 
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What's On 
AN UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS 
IN AND AROUND IMPERIAL COLLEGE 

Keep Fit 3 . 3 0 p m 
Southside Gym. 
Intermediate Rock 'n' Roll 6.00pm 
JCR. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Beginners Rock 'n' Roll 7.00pm 
JCR. 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and try one of the 
most physically demanding sports. 
Latin American 8.00pm 
JCR. 

TUESDAY 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 8.30pm 
Chaplain's Office 
3rd World First Stall 12.45pm 
JCR. See boxed announcement. 
Riding Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
AudioSoc 12.30pm 
S.C.R. for cheap records, CDs and hi fi 
discounts. 
Radio Modellers 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Cathsoc Mass 12.30pm 
Mech Eng 702. Followed by lunch. 
Sailing Club 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Pro-Life Soc Talk 12.40pm 
Mech Eng 664. Post Abortion Syndrome. 
PhotoSoc 1.00pm 
Southside Lounge. New members to join. 
Radio Modellers 3 . 3 0 p m 
Student training workshop, Mech Eng. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Amenesty International 3 . 3 0 p m 
Clubs Committee Room. Weekly meeting. 
Wine Tasting Soc 6.00pm 
Union Lounge. Weekly meeting. Everyone 
welcome 
Improvers Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. 
Canoe Club 6 . 1 5 p m 
Beit Quad store or 8.30pm in Southside Upper 
Lounge. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Ballroom Bronze Medal 7.00pm 
JCR. 
Yoga 8.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Pancake Party 8.30pm 
More House. Organised by Cathsoc. 
Cricket Nets 3 . 0 0 p m 
Lords. Meet at 7.45pm in Mech Eng Foyer. 
Must bring whites. 

WEDNESDAY 
Keep Fit 12.30pm 
Southside Gym. 



Real Opinion 
Dear Andy, 

At the risk of bor ing everyone to death, 
I'd l ike to cont inue the great IC Abo r t i on 
Debate. So far we ' ve heard f rom Pro-Life, 
Christ ians, a prat and a Greek goddess. 
As I fit none of these categories I hope to 
offer an or ig ina l point of v i ew . 

Abo r t i on enthusiasts at Imper ia l appear 
to agree on the need for a t ime l imit , and 
thankful ly no one has yet advocated the 
good o ld NUS stance of abor t ion on 
demand up to b ir th. A t h e n a suggested 
this l imit should be 'the t ime at w h i c h the 
baby can safely be r emoved and surv ive ' , 
but this is arb i t rary and impract ica l . It 
depends on the health of the mother , on 
the equipment avai lable , on how many 
nurs ing unions are on str ike that week, 
on lots of things. The on ly w a y to tel l if a 
baby w i l l surv ive is to de l iver it by 
Caesar ian sect ion, hook it up to a mega-
expensive incubator , p u m p it full of 
drugs, and wait and see. I doubt this 
wou ld be a satisfactory s i tuat ion, either to 
the mother w h o wants r id of the ch i ld , or 
the taxpayer w h o is splashing out on 
thousands of incubators. To avo id this 
you could err o n the side of caut ion, and 
set a lower l imit at w h i c h the ch i ld 
definitely couldn't surv ive , but I don't 
th ink this w o u l d satisfy A thena . 

The suggestion I favour is the one I 
th ink Jason P ike was a im ing at in F E L I X 
888. If we cou ld identify a t i m e ' t ' at 
w h i c h life begins we could use that as 
our l imit. Before the 
egg/foetus/embryo/chi ld is just a b lob, 
and you can do what y o u want w i th it; 
destroy it, exper iment on it, p lay football 
w i th it, the cho ice is ent ire ly that of the 
w o m a n concerned . But after t this sack of 
chemicals , D N A and wha thaveyou is by 
def init ion al ive, and must enjoy the 
s imple right not to be k i l l ed just because 
it isn't wanted. 

So it's off to the Bio logy Department to 
de f ine ' t ' . W h e n does life begin? A t 
fertil isation? A t implantat ion in the 

womb? Or when the bra in starts to 
function in a part icular way? Or not unt i l 
birth? Even later, when the ch i ld first 
realises it is al ive? Forty? Maybe Bishop 
Berke l y was right, and nobody is ever 
al ive because they are a l l just f igments of 
your imag inat ion . 

A r m e d on ly w i th a b io logy ' 0 ' Leve l , I 
wou ld tentat ive ly suggest that life begins 
at concept ion , for the usual reasons 
(identifiable ind iv idua l , unique D N A , etc). 
If someone out there knows better, please 
say. 

As far as I can tel l , abor t ion is the 
k i l l ing of a h u m a n being, w h i c h certa inly 
shouldn't be encouraged. The re are, of 
course, t imes w h e n k i l l ing people is okay. 
For instance, shoot ing an a rmed terrorist 
or psychopath is usual ly a pretty wise 
move . K i l l i ng a foetus is necessary if 
cont inu ing w i t h the pregnancy w i l l injure 
the mother. But what of pregnancies 
ar is ing f rom rape or incest? A n d what 
about pregnancies ' injurous to the menta l 
health of the mother '? I dare not pass 
judgement on these cases, for fear of 
p rovok ing the w r a t h of A t h e n a and other 
feminists; but I don't th ink it should be 
solely up to the w o m a n invo l v ed whether 
to k i l l her ch i l d . W e are ta lk ing about 
180,000 avo idable deaths a year: there 
must be some nat ional consensus on 
when this is and isn't acceptable. I hope 
that one day people w i l l stop regarding 
abort ion as another means of family 
p lanning, and w i l l recognise it as a 
special ised and rather gruesome form of 
infanticide. Maybe then the social 
pressures w h i c h today force w o m e n to 
have abort ions w i l l be r emoved . If the 
anguish and despair many pregnant 
w o m e n suffer is replaced w i t h concern 
for the wel fare of their ch i ld , that wou ld 
do more than any amount of legislation 
to reduce the senseless s laughter this 
country current ly condones. 

Yours, 
Ultan McCarthy. 

S imp l e T r u t h 
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Bike Club 1 2 . 4 5 p m 
Southside Lounge. 
Cycling Training l.OOpm 
Meet at Beit Arch. 
Wargames l.OOpm 
UDH. A l l welcome. 
Micro Club Meeting 1 . 1 5 p m 
Top floor NW corner Union Building. Every 
week. 
Kung Fu 1.30pm 
Union Gym. 
DramSoc 2.30pm 
Union Concert Hall. 
Diving 6.30pm 
Swimming Pool. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Basketball Club 7.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Women's Team 
Kung Fu Club 7.30pm 
Union Gym. Wu Shu Kwan. 

THURSDAY 
Fencing Training 1 1 . 3 0 a m 
Intermediate & advanced coaching. 
Balloon Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
YHA Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Postgrad Lunch 12.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Princes Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Fencing Training 12.30pm 
Beginners Training. 
Third World Debt Crisis 12.45pm 
Mech Eng 542. Rob Wilkinson of the World 
Development Movement speaks. 
Breaking the Shackles l.OOpm 
In Huxley 340. Michael Newman talks about 
T.H. Huxley and H.G. Wells at Imperial 
College. See Huxley Soc for info. 
Fencing Training 1.30pm 
General. 
Gliding Club Meeting l.OOpm 
Aero 266. Come and arrange a trial flight. Al l 
newcomers welcome. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym 
Midweek Service 5.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Prince's Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
New Beginners Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Improvers Ballroom 7.00pm 
JCR. 
Intermediate Ballroom 8.00pm 
JCR. 
Southside Disco £ . 3 0 p m 
Southside Bar. 
ICCAG Soup Run £ . 1 5 p m 
Meet Weeks Hall Basement. 

To whom ever it may concern. 
I have had an abort ion. Yes, I am the 

scum of the earth who has k i l l ed another 
human be ing . 

This happened two years ago and I stil l 
cry myself to sleep on a regular basis. 
But what k i n d of life could I have g iven 
my ch i ld in a shitty little bedsit 
somewhere w i t h no job and no money? 

Now I am go ing to stir up al l your self-
righteous, unforg iv ing Christ ians: wou ld 
G o d have g iven me the m o n e y I needed? 
No, the government wou ld and we al l 
k n o w that it is not enough to br ing up a 

smal l baby proper ly . 
The point of this letter is: I am fed up 

w i th people wr i t ing into F E L I X shov ing 
their opinions down others ' throats. 
Everyone is ent i t led to their o w n 
opinions, but you ' ve had your say now. 
Please let's stop this correspondence. It 
hurts me and others l ike me. I do not 
want to forget my ch i ld , but I don't want 
to be reminded by nar row-minded idiots 
who have no idea of the hel l I went 
through. 

Name and address withheld by request. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• URGENT! URGENT! URGENT! We are 
looking for a second or third year engineering 
student with lots of initiative who is available 
at times during the day to help us with market 
research of the chemical and pharmaceutical 
industries as part of a project for Raychem, a 
leading manufacturer of sophisticated materials. 
Flexible hours, very competitive pay, working 
with two MBAs from London Business School. 
Interested? Ring Georgina Baker on 081-740 
1448 or Charlotte Haynes (ex-IC student) on 
081-740 4574 for further information. 
•GUILDS Dinner and Dance tickets ready 
from the Guilds Office, level 3 Mech Eng. 
• INDUSTRIAL SOC. Talk by Michael Tripp. 
February 20th. Chem Eng Lecture Theatre 1. 
ACCOMMODATION 
• C H E A P : £30 p/w until Easter in Earls Court. 
Extra person required to share with 3 male 
UGs from IC in double room. It's cheap 
because it's being subsidised, normally £42. 
Phone 071-373 6127 late evening (after 11pm 
is a good time). 
•S INGLE ROOM available from April to end of 
June, Battersea, £55 p/w. Phone 071-924 4142. 
FOR SALE 
• REEBOK Energy Return Women's white 
shoes. Bought 12.4.90. Aerobic 4100 ERS: 
Aerobics, LOW. Size 10 USA, 8 UK, 42 Eur. 
Made in Korea. Worn very little, mostly used 
on carpet in my flat. Unsuitable for me as my 
foot has changed after a fracture. Original 
price £39. What offers? Contact Nesta Coxeter 
on ext 8950, Room 741, Mech Eng. 
• HIGH QUALITY flying jacket. Very warm. 
£250 ono. Phone Steven Ralph on 071-373 
2910. 

Editorial 
Exams and other Problems 
Once more o u r n o n - s a b b a t i c a l editor is 
swept under the r is ing tide of his 
departmental exams. So, the task of 
p roduc ing this anorex ic F e l i x (and rant) 
falls to the lesser min ions k n o w n as the 
student staff. W e are not a c losed shop. 
W e want as m a n y people as possible to 
join us. So whether y o u are a new Or o ld 
member of this esteemed college, come 
a long and he lp out. 

Lies, Damned Lies and Market 
Research 
Consider a point raised by the letter 'Rea l 
Fund ing ' , conce rn ing the way the Un i on 
handles f inancia l matters. N o w , this is 
your money and yet most of you show 
no concern as to how it is spent. Bel ieve 
it or not the Un i on actual ly consists of 
the 5000 or so students that make up IC, 
and it does not exist to g ive a few dozen 
hacks someth ing to do in their spare 
t ime. The on l y way things can get any 
better is if Y O U get invo l ved (all of you). 

Students and Normal People 
Once again it appears that some people 
want the Col lege to become Imperial 
Col lege Pic . O n e of the ma in functions of 
Universi t ies is to educate not on ly 

students, but also the genera l publ ic . 
Some administrators are t r y ing to restrict 
publ ic access to open lectures in Col lege. 
Further d i vorce f rom the real w o r l d 
serves no one but the pen-pushers. 

News Meeting 3.00pm Wednesday 
A l l w h o are interested in this v i ta l area of 
Fe l ix we lcome. Free Coffee (and mi lk and 
suger, if required) . 
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World Leaders 
in Student Travel 

• Low Cost Flights on Quality 
Airlines 

• Special Fares for Students 
9 Weekend Breaks, Tours & 

Group Bookings 

• Well Travelled Staff to 
Guide You 

• Over 100 Offices 
Worldwide 

ULU Travel 
Imperial College 
Sherfield Building 
London SW7 E3 ZIu 571 

ULU TRAVEL 

S T U D E N T 
P I P E L I N E 

BLIND DATE PARTY 
at the 

ENNISMORE ARMS 
Saturday 16th February 

7-1 l p m 
Guest Bitter S I . 10 
Guest Lager S I . 10 
Guest bitter and guest 

lager only S I . 10 as from 
16.2.91 every night 

between 7-1 l p m when 
you show the barstaff 

your student union card 
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E N Y I R O 

The 'Greens ' have been campa ign ing 
since the ear ly 1970s, but it was not unt i l 
the 1980s that the publ ic at large became 
env i ronmenta l l y aware. W i t h the 
env i ronmenta l society suddenly becoming 
an inclusive, not an exc lus ive 
organisat ion everyone was jumping on 
the ' env i ronmenta l l y aware consumer ' 
bandwagon ; organic food, l ow energy 
l ightbulbs, b iodegradable b in l iners. Rois in 
Orosz of A r k points out that 'people read 
and bel ieve what they see at Sainsbury's, 
whilst government publ icat ions are stil l 
ignored. ' 

Instantly the press b randed industry the 
'bad guys'. Pressure groups inher i ted the 
halo and were assumed righteous. It was 
their role not to see ICI's point of v iew. 
ICI justify their w o r k as t r y ing to increase 
people's s tandard of l i v ing . Instantly we 
have a c lash between people w h o put the 
env i ronment first and people w h o put 
people first. A s a journal ist put it last 
week; 'The Kurds or the Birds ' , w h e n 
referr ing to the help that has been 
f looding in to rescue the wildl i fe in the 
Gulf, when the v ic t ims of chemica l 
weapons we re sadly neglected. 

Success for 

Environmental 

Lobbyists 

Chris Riley 

Environmental & Appropriate 
Technology Society 

EVENTS 
TUESDAY 19 FEB 

Environmental Consequences of Paper 
Use-Mech Eng 213/214, 12.45pm 

WEDNESDAY 20 FEB 
Environmental Question Time—RSM 

Room 1.31, 7.30pm 
FRIDAY 22 FEB 

Social Evening and AGM 

Clear ly the planet can surv ive without 
us. W e can't surv ive w i thout the planet. 
So what effect, if any, have the 
env i ronmenta l lobbyists had upon the 
way industry operates? 

B P admits that it has taken 
env i ronmenta l measurements w h i c h it 
probab ly wou ld not have taken so qu ick ly 
wi thout pressure. 'What has changed is 
the rate at w h i c h env i ronmenta l 
knowledge has spread ' . B P are aware that 
an offensive attitude towards green issues 
is not conduc ive to rais ing equity. 'Such 
issues should be tackled in a pro-active 
way. ' 

A l t hough apparent ly content for now to 
keep An ta r c t i ca out of bounds B P admits 
that e lsewhere env i ronmenta l costs have 
also rendered areas unobta inable . 'The 
cumulat ive effect of the env i ronmenta l 
lobby is enormous . 25-40% of the future 
developments, (effectively 4-6.5 b i l l i on 
barrels of oil), could be prevented now 
because of env i ronmenta l restrict ions. ' 
The env i ronmenta l movement have 
f inal ly ach ieved recogni t ion w i th in 
industry and for the first t ime future 
industr ia l objectives w i l l on l y be achieved 
by w o r k i n g together. 

THERE IS 
ANOTHER 

WAY... 
an exhibition on the 

Middle East—the history, 
the conflicts...the 

solutions? 

From Tuesday 19th to 
Thursday 21st February 

in the JCR 

I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e J e w i s h S o c e i t y 

THIRD WORLD 
DEBT CRISIS 

Tuesday 19th February 
12.30-2.30pm 

JCR 
come along to our stall and 
sign a petition to reduce the 

debt 
A L S O 

Thursday 21st February 
12.45-l.45pm 

a talk by Rob Wilkinson of the 
World Development Movement 

SEE C L U B S A R T I C L E FOR 
M O R E DETAILS 

http://12.45-l.45pm

