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Imperial Announces New 
Science park at Duffryn: 

Scale 1:25,000 

A new science park is to be deve loped in 
South Wales. T h e park, situated in 
Newport , w i l l be deve loped jointly by 
Imperia l Col lege, the We l sh Deve lopment 
A g e n c y and Newpor t B o r o u g h Counc i l . 

Construct ion w o r k is expec ted to start 
on the 40 acre site this summer . The first 
phase w i l l invo l ve the bu i ld ing of a £2 
mi l l i on technology centre, to be cal led 
' Imperial House ' . This w i l l house high-
technology companies , a n d is to be 
managed by Imperia l Col lege. Imperial 
a l ready have exper ience in manag ing the 
science park at the S i lwood Park 
outstat ion. 

The rector, S ir Er ic A s h , sa id he was 

del ighted to have this oppor tuni ty of 
w iden ing Imperial 's co l laborat ion w i th 
industry, through the ava i lab i l i ty of such 
a magnif icent site in Newpor t . 

The col laborators hope that high-tech 
companies w i l l base themselves a round 
the science park, where they w i l l have 
access to the academic resources of the 
col lege in London . To enable this, 
communica t i on l inks are to be instal led, 
p rov id ing vo ice , data and v ideo l inks. 

Newport Counc i l hope that eventual 
investment in the new deve lopment w i l l 
exceed £100 mi l l i on , w i th associated 
reg ional job creat ion. They expect the 
name of Imperia l Col lege to act as a 

magnet to d raw in both nat iona l and 
internat ional companies to the site. The 
park w i l l m a k e Newport one of the 
leading sites of c ommerc i a l research in 
Br i ta in . 

The Secretary of State for Wales, Dav id 
Hunt , said: 'This is marve l l ous news and 
w i l l give a t remendous boost to the 
We l sh economy . This project is yet 
another example of partnership in act ion. ' 
Dur ing the per i od 1989/90 the college 
rece ived £39 mi l l i on in income for 
research projects conducted on behalf of 
industry and government departments. 

Sports Centre Refund Rethink 
The sports centre have a l tered the new 
lockers recent ly instal led in the chang ing 
rooms. The lOp required to operate the 
lockers is now returnable. A student 
c ommented ' they 've come to their senses 
again ' . A spokesman at the sports centre 
conf i rmed that a l l the lockers had been 
conver ted , but wou ld not say w h y they 

had reversed their previous decis ion. 
In a letter to the manager of the Sports 

Centre , D r K e n Bigne l l of the Space & 
A tmospher i c Phys ics .Group , said that the 
new lockers were unsatisfactory in 
several respects. They have no shelf to 
a l l ow the separat ion of shoes and clothes. 
The doors are sprung so that the doors 

re turn to the c losed pos i t ion, thus m a k i n g 
them a w k w a r d to use. The open shelf 
that was at the base of the o l d lockers 
has now gone, so, apart from the floor, 
there is nowhere to put wet or d ir ty 
items whi l e chang ing . His k e y complaint , 
regarding the non-returnable lOp deposit, 
has now been recti f ied. 
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Flexible 
F r i end 

A l l full-time home students at Imperia l 
are el igible to apply for the student 
access funds, w h i c h are a Government 
prov is ion against hardship result ing f rom 
the w i thdrawa l of housing and other 
benefits. 

Registry have reported that take-up for 
the access funds has been s low, possibly 
because many students feel that they do 
not fit into the so-called el ig ible 
categories. This is not the case: there is a 
safety net whe r eby any student facing 
f inancial dif f iculty can be cons idered for 
payment. Y v e Posner, the Un i on Wel fare 
Officer, has sa id that a l l students w i th any 
f inancial prob lems should apply. 

The n o m i n a l c los ing date for 
appl ications is 8 February , and appl icat ion 
forms are ava i lable f rom r o o m 344 in the 
Sherf ie ld bui ld ing . 

Eccentric? 
'In Pursuit of Eccentr ics ' - Dr D a v i d 
Weeks from the Roya l Ed inburgh Hospi ta l 
w i l l be g iv ing two lectures on his search 
for 'persons w h o deviate f rom no rma l 
forms of behav iour , especial ly in a b izarre 
manner ' . He has uncove r ed over 4000 so 
far, who find eccentr ic i ty a good strategy 
for surv i va l . 

D r Weeks w i l l be s h o w i n g v ideos of 
some of the most eccentr ic eccentr ics. 
These inc lude the w o m a n that kept a red 
plastic lobster w i t h her, l ov ing ly s t rok ing 
it w h e n seated, and the man w h o l ikes to 
dress up as a p ink elephant and abseil 
d o w n bui ld ings. H e c la ims to have cured 
more alcohol ics than any doctor . 

Bo th lectures w i l l be on Wednesday 6 
February in Lec ture Theatre 1, Physics 
department. T h e first lecture w i l l start at 
1.15pm, al l are we lcome. The second 
lecture w i l l be a publ ic lecture, to 
commence at 5.30pm. Because of safety 
requirements, numbers w i l l be restricted. 

Imperial College Committee 
to Stop War in the Gulf 

a 

The Chairman of the Anti-War Committee, Philip Gribben 

O n 31 January the Imperial Col lege 
Commit tee to Stop W a r in the Gulf met 
for the first t ime. F r o m a turn-out of 
about forty, eight people vo lunteered for 
the committee . The committee 's 
immediate conce rn was to d r u m up 
support for this Saturday's m a r c h through 
central L ondon . 

One of the current objectives of the 
Br i t i sh anti-war movement is to raise it's 
profi le nat iona l ly as internat iona l peace 

protests gather m o m e n t u m . 
Demonstrat ions in Wash ing ton , B o n n and 
Ber l in have attracted mass publ i c support 
wh i l e last week 's L o n d o n m a r c h had a 
comparat i ve ly l o w turn-out. 

Imperial 's commit tee for peace does not 
want any party pol i t ica l ties. It intends to 
jo in the nat iona l 'Commit tee to Stop W a r 
in the G u l f a n d hopes to be the shortest 
l i ved Imper ia l Col lege society ever. 

Gulf War Soc 
This week, a pro-Gulf W a r society was 
formed at Imper ia l . A spokesman sa id 
that their a im was 'to promote the 
ancient but sadly neglected art of 
warfare ' . 'Saddam must be th rown out, 
not on ly f rom Kuwai t , but also from Iraq. 
This w i l l p romote reg ional instabilit ies, 
result ing in further warfare in the reg ion. ' 
It is rumoured that the new society is 
be ing sponsored by a G e r m a n chemica l 
warfare industry . 

The cha i rman of Dassault, the F r ench 
aerospace group, has been inv i t ed to 
speak at the next meet ing of the society 
on January 15. 

A m ino r inc ident occured when 
supporters of the pro-war society c lashed 
w i th the anti-war society. Apparen t l y 12 
of the pro-war supporters were k i l l ed , 
wh i l e casualties among the anti-war 
supporters ran into hundreds. 

Bicycle Security 
Yes, we say the same th ing every week; 
buy a D-lock, chains are not secure, but 
b ikes are stil l b e ing stolen each week. 
This t ime there 's a new angle : your b ike 
is not safe e ven if y o u take it to your 
office... 

This week, bicycles have been stolen 
f rom the basement of the Roya l Schoo l of 
Mines and f rom the e ighth floor of the 
Electr ica l Eng inee r ing Department . This is 

not, however , the first t ime bicycles have 
been stolen f rom departments; in the last 
few years the top floors of Phys ics and 
C h e m Eng have also been hit. 

Col lege Secur i ty ask students to be 
wa ry as b icyc le thieves are cont inuous ly 
act ive a round the college. A rear whee l 
has been stolen from be low Sherf ie ld, and 
two suspects chased off f r om the rear of 
the Science M u s e u m L ib ra ry . Securi ty 

wou ld also l ike students to be v ig i lant for 
suspicious packages or unat tended bags -
please keep your o w n proper ty w i th you . 

It makes sense to secure your b ike to 
something immovab l e w i th a D-lock. 
These cost £20.50 and are avai lable f rom 
Col lege secur i ty on leve l 1 Sherf ield, 
extension 3370. 
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St 
FELIX 

A meditation on anthropism, religion, immortality, politics, tl 

What About The 

I a m never sure whether the p lura l of 
break- through is break-throughs or 
breaks-through, but there have been 
several in the last few years, under the 
above heading. The lads w h o specialise in 
the big bang, the universe and every th ing 
have proved that if the constants and 
laws of physics differed f rom those we 
actual ly have b y even the tiniest degree, 
no sentient life could have ever evo lved 
anywhere in the cosmos. In other words 
the universe w o u l d have been 
unobservable , s ince there w o u l d have 
been no one to observe it. There may of 
course be other, unobservable , universes 
but who is to say? 

Is it possible to imply that this is al l too 
m u c h of a co inc idence—that it therefore 
must 'al l be for some purpose '—without 
be ing thought to have made a rel ig ious 
statement? Not necessari ly of the 'bearded 
grandfather f igure dispensing miracles 
and dire retr ibut ion from a p ink c loud ' 
var ie ty (judging by what has happened to 
te lephone k iosks in our ne ighbourhood , 
d iv ine retr ibut ion seems to be a little th in 
on the g round lately; we were in fact told 
as m u c h on the highest ecclesiastical 
authori ty w h e n Y o r k cathedra l was struck 
by l ightning not so long ago for what 
seemed to me , as a total l a yman , very 
sensible reasons, cons ider ing the 
pronouncements by the loca l rep). 
Nonetheless, the probabi l i ty against it al l 
c oming together by random chance is 
truly as t ronomica l—and that is a pure ly 
mathemat ica l statement. 

N o w it wou ld appear that some 
rel igious (well, perhaps not mainstream) 
thinkers have been affected by these 
broad v i ew tendencies for some t ime 
without be ing turned to pi l lars of salt. 
Te i l lhard de Chard in thought the 
direct ion of Da rw in i an evo lut ion to lie 
broadly in a progression towards the 
attributes of d iv in i ty . So if y o u happen to 
bel ieve that man 's raison d'etre on earth 
is to prov ide food for si lverf ish who l ive 
on the little bits of sk in that we shed 

f rom our bodies, that hypothesis wou ld 
put paid to y ou r creed. Unless, that is, 
you have reason to be l ieve both (a) that 
si lverf ish are better able to surv ive a 
nuclear env i ronmenta l holocaust than we 
are and (b) that they are capable of 
evo lv ing into intell igent beings without 
deve lop ing the tendency to exterminate 
one another in the process. The trouble 
w i th si lverf ish is that at the moment they 
do not appear to rate very h ihg ly as 
potential observers of the universe . I 
hope 1 am not do ing them an injustice; 
l ike Douglas Adams 's whi te mice they 
might possibly be the projections into our 
d imens ion of pan-galactic mega-intel l igent 
beings, but s omehow 1 doubt it. If 
m a n k i n d were indeed just a rung on the 
ladder, it might make more sense to 
suppose that our function is to develop 
arti f icial inte l l igence as a potent ia l ly more 
benign form of intellect w h i c h could 
observe the universe without our 
tendencies to destroy the planet. W e have 
recent ly made a not unpromis ing start in 
that d irect ion (certainly the PC on w h i c h 
this is be ing typed seems rap id ly to be 
evo l v ing towards a m i n d of its own) but 
it's early days yet. 

Unfortunate ly we are p r o g rammed to 
be altruistic on behalf of our genes rather 
than intel l igence in general . Our brains 
appear to have evo lved to keep the wolf, 
not to ment ion our predatory neighbours, 
f rom the front door and because of that 
we do not seem to be at al l that we l l 
equipped to understand what it is a l l 
about. The on ly tool we have for groping 
towards the l ight is severe ly bent. It is a 
bit l ike a caterpi l lar t ry ing to work out 
that the shortest distance from where it is 
on the g round to the top of the nearest 
tree, f rom where a hungry b i rd is eye ing 
it, is not in fact to the bot tom of the tree 
and then up the trunk. It matters if you 
are a caterpi l lar if only because, unt i l you 
start phi losophis ing, the w inged 
messengers of death have such an easy 
t ime per forming caterpi l lar mirac les by 

v io lat ing caterpi l lar geometry . It should 
matter to us for very s imi lar reasons, as 
we shal l see. 

Our strongest p rog ramming , no doubt, 
is for sel f-preservation and death 
avoidance. I cannot help but 

The thought of dying does not cheer me 
up a lot 
Mostly because this is the only me I've 
got. 

However , I a m a bit confused as to 
whether the m e I am so possessive about 
is the hardware or the software. The 
hardware is gett ing so repuls ive it hardly 
seems wor th fretting about. Besides, a l l 
the bits it is made of have been and w i l l 
again be recyc led , in due course. The 
software, on the other hand , is so 
thoroughly ne tworked by what I discuss, 
read, see on TV , research, etc, that I am 
not conv inced it is just m ine ; any more 
than are the innumerab le molecules I am 
transiently p l ay ing host to. 

I am general ly amaz ing ly prone to label 
things 'm ine '— 'my ch i ldren, m y l and '— 
perhaps by some pervers ion of the 
terr i tor ia l instinct. No doubt the early 
caveman grunted 'keep away from m y 
fire' and we stil l f ind noth ing 
preposterous about his i l lus ion of 
presuming to o w n an ox ida t i on process 
consuming stuff that grew! Cou ld I be 
mak ing the same mistake about 'my ' 
consciousness, 'my ' intel l igence? Perhaps 
it's not so m u c h that I have consciousness 
as that some un iversa l consciousness has 
me. After a l l , I a m definitely misguided in 
the way I regard as be ing 'me ' the 
molecules I have just incorporated into 
my body w h i c h were a part of yours a 
little wh i l e ago. W e ought to try and 
understand h o w M u m Nature works this 
tr ick, even if we are not go ing to g room 
computers or si lverf ish to take over, 
because the de lus ion ev ident ly causes a 
lot of misery. 

It seems to me that the th ing w h i c h 
gives us the conv i c t i on of a single T , 
from cradle to grave is essential ly just a 
memory c ircuit . In the way the stuff of 
wh i ch we are made cont inuous ly passes 
through us, wh i l e we retain a self-similar 
shape, we are rather l ike waves in a sea 
of matter. B y w a y of a somewhat 
inadequate analogy w h i c h nevertheless 
helps us to see ourselves f rom an 
external point of v iew, compare this w i th 
a wave on a sea of water. If that had a 
memory , it w o u l d r emember be ing bo rn 
far out at sea, it wou ld exper ience the 
passage of t ime because of its f ixed speed 
of progression and , eventual ly break, 'die ' 
and lose its identi ty on reach ing the 
shore. To become immor ta l and timeless, 
al l that is r equ i red is the rea l i sat ion— 
quite obvious to any un invo l v ed 
observer—that the wave is the water, the 

universe and everything..! 

Fish? 
particles of w h i c h do not even trave l 
a long w i th it whilst assuming its form. 
Now, if the wave did have a memory , 
this real isat ion wou ld be out of its reach. 
This is because the memory must record 
exper iences of the wave form, not of the 
constituent part icles whose histories may 
all be different, if on ly because so many 
particles are requ i red to form a memory . 
Here the analogy wears thin because 
there is no reason w h y a wave should 
have a memory , whereas it is essential 
for the w o r k i n g of the evo lut ionary 
scheme that we should. Wi thout it, there 
wou ld be no self-awareness and the 
obvious way of ensur ing that a 
mechan ism w i l l cont inue to be self-
ma in ta in ing—indeed sel f - improving—is to 
make it strongly egocentric. This w i l l 
mot ivate it to avo id damage to itself, to 
fight to keep a l ive its present form and to 
pro-create in a way w h i c h invo lves the 
choice of the fittest (in the b io log ica l 
sense) partner avai lable. T h e diff iculty we 
have in accept ing these concepts are built 
in ; our minds are constructed so as to 
suppress exper iences w h i c h cause us to 
doubt our self-ness. 

The ancient Eastern phi losophies have 
some astonishing insights into such 
matters, al l the more r emarkab l e for 
be ing obtained b y introspect ion and in 

the mysterious Fe-

ignorance of current scientif ic knowledge . 
Buddhists might regard the above 
remarks about ownersh ip as little more 
than creat ive p lag iar ism f rom the 
Buddha's teachings on non-attachment. 
Aga in , when the Yog i says not 'I am 
dy ing ' but 'I observe m y body to be 
dy ing ' or, in non-terminal days, when he 
attempts to attain the n i r v a n a of pure 
consciousness in medi tat ion by banishing 
his thought a n d sensory inputs, he is 
cult ivat ing the percept ion that 'he is the 
water, not the wave ' and hence his 
immora l i ty . Th is ecstatic state cannot be 
rat ional ised in convent i ona l evo lut ionary 
useful values, un l ike the euphor ia induced 
by the aquis i t ion of a new car, for 
example . It appears to be more l ike the 
elat ion induced by a beauti ful sunset 
w h i c h appears equal ly pointless in 
ut i l i tar ian terms. 

Cou ld we l ive accord ing to such 
bel ie fs—could we so t ranscend our 
evo lut ionary p r og ramming and wou ld our 
society fall apart if we did? A l l the 
ev idence suggests that any k i n d of 
ideal ism and a l t ru ism doesn't stand a 
chance against our egocentr ic 
p rog ramming—look how qu i ck l y ' from 
each accord ing to his abi l i ty , to each 
accord ing to his needs' became ' from 
each accord ing to his coerc ib i l i ty , to each 

accord ing to his Party rank ' ! However , 
we do now have the beg inn ing of a 
movement w h i c h cares for the 
env i ronment in the longer t e rm and, after 
al l , what cou ld be more selfish than 
seek ing persona l enl ightenment? If 
op in ion polls are to be be l ieved, Vsrds of 
the popula t ion in any case have an innate 
conv ic t ion regard ing some sort of surv iva l 
after death a n d the pursuit of immorta l i t y 
is a wonder fu l l y egocentr ic activity. For 
that matter, remnants of inner 
contentment ev ident ly can be turned to 
pract ica l use—l ike the wi l l ingness to w o r k 
excessive hours—judging by the way the 
industr ia l ised Buddhist societies of the Far 
East appear to be tak ing over . 

Perhaps what it is al l about is so big 
and s imple that we cannot grasp it (any 
more than the caterpi l lar can 
comprehend b i rd geometry) . Someth ing 
l ike the sea of consciousness, intel l igence, 
needing eyes, ears, sensors to exper ience 
the mater ia l universe, to observe it 
exist ing and funct ioning. Some of us may 
have to put this into faithspeak by say ing 
that the function of man is to praise the 
Lo rd . The risk is that, if it isn't people, 
perhaps it cou ld be mach ine intel l igence, 
si lverf ish or little green men f rom another 
galaxy. A t least we should put in our b id . 
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• R o c k y 
H Y o u r average 'Cr i t ic ' (ie a person 

who gets paid to slag f i lms off) w i l l 
p robab ly hate this. D u r i n g the press 

show ing several of them gave perfect 
examples of how to ma in ta in objectivity 
and suppress innate prejudice. They did 
this by r id i cu l ing the f i lm before it 
started, and then meet ing several parts of 
it w i th der is ive laughter (they hadn't seen 
it before: I asked). 

A n y w a y , enough of 'professional ' crit ics. 
This , the last (so we're told) of the Rocky 
series continues immediate ly after the not 
so realistic Rocky IV. To give y o u a 
rough idea, R o c k y returns to A m e r i c a to 
f ind al l his m o n e y gone due to a c rooked 
accountant. H e retires f rom box ing , sells 
his mans ion , car, motorb ike , gloves, etc, 
to repay what debts he has, and moves 
to a run-down house in Ph i lade lph ia . 

Then he finds out that '...the cont inued 
heavy b lows to the head... ' have g iven 
h im part ia l b ra in damage, a n d to fight 
again cou ld cr ipple h im (so it's a good job 
that he's retired). There then fol low 
var ious family a n d personal problems. 
Most of these are caused by a corrupt 
box ing p romote r w h o wants Rocky to 
fight again. 

T h e n a y o u n g fighter ca l l ed T o m m y 
G u n n turns up, and persuades Rocky to 
train h im. G u n n does ve ry we l l , but is 
f inal ly tempted away by the money , 
w o m e n , and cars offered b y the 
a forement ioned nasty promoter . He then 
fights for and wins the W o r l d Tit le . Due 
to some c lever psycho logy the nasty 
promoter persuades h im that to be 
accepted by the publ ic he must fight 

H| What do you give the wife who has 
| everything? V a l i u m . Wha t do y o u 
cal l a fear of va l ium? 

Klaus- traphobia . 
K laus v o n B u l o w has been tr ied, 
sentenced a n d aquitted of the cr ime of 
attempted murder of his wife (with 
va l ium—see above). This is a true story. 

It must be difficult to make a f i lm about 
a story in w h i c h the true sequence of 
events is stil l u n k n o w n . So instead we see 
the story f rom the perspect ive of a group 
of lawyers prepar ing a case for the 
appeal hear ing. So we have a f i lm that 
functions on two levels; the cerebral 
tension of the uncer ta inty ove r the 
innocence of Klaus, w h i c h is inherent ly 
fascinating, a n d the more standard 
adrenal ine rush of the race against t ime. 

The per formances are perfect. Je remy 
Irons is superb ly uptight as the repressed 
Klaus. G lenn Close turns in a per formance 
as good as one wou ld expect of her, as 
the addict ive (take your p ick as to 
substance...) wife. (Can't wait to see her 
Gertrude in the up-coming Hamlet). The 

V 

Rocky . This they then do, but not in the 
way you 'd expect, and I'm not te l l ing you 
w h o wins. So there. 

There are two ways of watch ing this 
f i lm. The first was aptly demonstrated by 
the crit ics, ie go into it w i t h no intent ion 
of enjoying it. The second is to try to 
keep an open m i n d and enjoy the f i lm for 
what it is. I t r i ed the second, a n d despite 
the heavy-handed emot iona l i sm, did f ind 
mysel f w i l l ing R o c k y to w i n in the last 
scenes, w h i c h I appreciate is rather sad, 
but there you go. 

To sum up, it is the best of the series 
since the first (which deserved the three 
oscars it w o n out of the ten that it was 
nominated for), probably due, at least in 
part, to hav ing the same director as the 
first one. If y o u enjoyed the first one, are 
a b ig 'Rocky ' fan, or just fancy t ry ing 
something that may turn out better than 
you think, then go a long. 

Al ien Sex Fiend. 

support ing cast are excel lent , even if they 
are p lay ing those part icular ly nauseat ing 
A m e r i c a n graduates—lawyers . 

This is al l good. I enjoyed watch ing the 
f i lm. So w h y does it wo r r y me? Two 
reasons, ma in ly . First ly , hav ing a w o m a n 
(who is stil l a l ive , even if she is, 
effectively, a vegetable) narrat ing the 
story from a coma is a l ittle sick. 
Secondly , one never feels emot ional ly 
invo lved , wa t ch ing the f i lm is a 
dispassionate affair. Yet I enjoyed do ing 
so immense ly . H m m m . 

Pendragon. 

LSO 
27/1/91 

C The L S O can count amongst its 
ranks m a n y players who are fine 
soloists in their o w n right. This 

concert gave some of the pr incipals of 
the brass and w o o d w i n d sections the 
chance to take centre stage for the 
evening. 

Maur i ce M u r p h y and Rod F ranks 
opened the concert w i th Vivaldi's 
Concerto in C for Two Trumpets. 
A l t h o u g h they were not idea l ly matched 
for tone and mus ica l qual i ty, their p lay ing 
was tight and this was w i thout a doubt 
the outstanding per formance of the 
evening. 

Vaughan W i l l i ams ' Tuba Concerto was 
tack led by Pat r i ck Ha r r i l d . His p lay ing 
style was more suited to the rap id 
passages rather than the s low, l y r i ca l 
sections, and the per formance was not 
technica l ly perfect, but this was 
nevertheless an enterta ining piece. 

In contrast, the th i rd piece was 
Bernstein 's Halil, for flute a n d orchestra. 
Wr i t t en in m e m o r y of an Israeli flautist 
k i l l ed dur ing nat ional serv ice , this piece is 
essential ly a nocturne in w h i c h tonal and 
non-tonal e lements are in conflict. The 
piece is haunt ing , suggestive of both the 
futility of war and hope in life. Paul 
Edmund-Dav ies gave a mesmer i s ing and 
accompl ished per formance as the solo 
flute, ably supported by the remainder of 
the flute sect ion. 

Re turn ing refreshed and rested f rom the 
interva l , the audience was confronted 
w i th an eight piece brass ensemble (four 
trumpets, two trombones, horn and tuba) 
who romped through Ingol-Dahl 's Music 
for Brass w i th , on the who le , tight, styl ish 
and accurate p lay ing . 

A n d r e w Mar r ine r gave the gutsiest 
per formance of the evening, p lay ing 
Copland 's Clarinet Concerto. This was 
composed as a commiss ion for Benny 
Goodman , and whi l e it opens in 
unmistakable (and rather tedious) Cop land 
style, it l ivens cons iderab ly w i t h the 
centra l cadenza , in w h i c h the soloist has 
ample oppor tuni ty to demonstrate his 
v irtuosity. The second half is then m u c h 
br isker , w i th a great sense of fun. 
Marr iner ' s per formance was bl ister ing and 
power ful . 

The even ing ended w i th a per formance 
of Ravel 's La Valse. F r o m the moment 
T i l son Thomas strode on stage and 
ostentatiously s lapped shut his copy of 
the score, ind icat ing that he was going to 
conduct from memory , the audience 
knew they were probably in for 
someth ing special . The piece perfectly 
captures the sense of the lost, doomed 
wo r l d of Imper ia l Europe in the mid-
nineteenth century, wa l t z ing itself to 
destruct ion. T i l son Thomas ' energetic 
conduct ing near ly wal tzed h i m off his 
pod ium, but this was a fine example of 
the considerable talents of the LSO as an 
ensemble. 

Liz W. 

Reversal Of Fortune 
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Havana London Symphony Orchestra & 

Chorus and Southend Boys Choir 

Havana (directed by Sydney 
Pollack) is set on the eve of 1959 
and the Castro 's revo lut ion . 

The hedonism a n d decadence of the r i ch 
is about to give way to the sober realities 
of the impover i shed . Jack W e i l (Robert 
Redford) is the gambler w h o thinks that 
the night before the revo lu t ion is the 
ult imate t ime to make a b i g k i l l ing . 
However , he falls for Rober ta Duran 
(Lena O l in , w h o w o n an Oscar for her 
role in The Unbearable Lightness of 
Being). 

Roberta D u r a n happens to be marr i ed 
to a commit ted revo lut ionary , who 
belongs to one of the most wea l thy and 
powerful famil ies in Havana . Jack stakes 
every th ing on Roberta, t h ink ing he has 
found his l u cky break in l i f e—however he 
is unable to unders tand w h y she has to 
be invo l ved i n or commi t t ed to the 
revo lut ion. It is this contrast that Sydney 
Po l lack br ings across most successfully in 
the f i lm. Whereas Jack has spent his life 
dri ft ing f rom one city to another , wi thout 
any ties or bonds, almost l a ck ing any 
values or v i s ion , the w o m a n he falls for 
in the end is his exact opposite. She has a 
cause. 

In the f inal analysis , however , the f i lm 
isn't he ld together very we l l : it rambles 
on for almost 2>/2 hours. T h e lav ish sets 
and locations are unable to detract from 
the fact that Roberta and Jack don't 
actual ly make a very conv inc ing couple, 
or that the pol it ics of the revo lut ion 
(expressed through Roberta) por tayed in 
the f i lm are v e r y simplist ic (though this 
can be forg iven on the grounds that this 
is, after a l l , H o l l y w o o d romance) . 

The best per formance in the f i lm 
probably comes f rom A l a n A rk in ' s Joe 
Vo lp i—the owner of the p lush L ido 
Casino, p layground of the wea l thy about 
to lose it a l l . Joe can see the doom about 
to befall h im and his c l ientele, but there 
is a g r im acceptance in h i m w h i c h 
becomes almost noble. 

B y the way, even if you don't see the 
f i lm, you have to hear the soundtrack. It's 
hot. 

I.H. 

—Concert 

— F i l m 

One cou ld be forgiven for th ink ing 
that in this per formance conductor 

- R i chard H i c k o x was indu lg ing in a 
pr ivate joke at the expense of 
Christ ianity . Strav insky 's devout 
Symphony of Psalms was pa i red w i th 
Orff's setting of the i r reverent irrel ig ious 
monast ic poems found in Beuern in 
Bavar ia . In style as we l l , he contrasted 
and emphasised the brood ing , serious 
nature of the Strav insky w i t h the joyous 
lust for life ev ident in C a r m i n a Burana . 

The S y m p h o n y of Psalms is scored for 
an unusual orchestra, consist ing p r imar i l y 
of w i n d instruments and two pianos, and 
does not fol low the standard symphon ic 
form. The orchestra and chorus handled 
the subtleties of the piece we l l and 
prov ided an excel lent contrast to the 

Barbican Hall, 6/1/91 
second half. 

H i c k o x emphasised the power of 
Carmina Burana through ice-sharp s inging 
f rom the chorus, par t i cu lar ly in the 
central passages of Fortuna Imperatrix 
Mundi. Of the soloists, Dona ld M a x w e l l 
was part icular ly outstanding, at t imes 
seeming to get carr ied away w i th the 
per formance, but always d isp lay ing the 
exce l lence of the wide range of talents he 
is capable of. 

This per formance pul led the audience 
through the ranges of emot i on and at 
t imes was too large even for the 
expansive spaces of the Barb i can Ha l l . 
This is a per formance that w i l l long 
r ema in in the memory . 

L i z W . 

Kinderga r ten Cop 

Big A r n i e is not the sort of person 
that y o u ever real ly imagine as 
be ing out of their depth. John 

K imb l e (Guess who?) is not the sort of 
Cop who you imag ine ever be ing run al l 
over by anyone . He's the sort of person 
who breaks up parties w i t h a BIG gun 
whi le dec lar ing 'Next t ime, m y place! ' , 
before threatening a witness into g iv ing 
evidence. He 's the sort of cop who can 
go undercover anywhere safely. Except a 
p r imary schoo l . 

We ' ve seen A r n o l d pitted against 
eve ry th ing f r om invis ib le predators to 
L inda Hami l ton 's scream, and come out 
unscathed. F o r the first t ime he finds a 
group that he can't use an Uz i on. 
Twenty k i ck ing , screaming , wet t ing and 
disobedient toddlers. It's a bri l l iant idea. 
The first twenty minutes p lays l ike a 
straight Schwartzenegger movie , then we 
suddenly f ind Our Hero hyper-vent i la t ing 
outside a c lassroom. The subl ime contrast 
of what we expect an A r n i e character to 
be, compared to what he is forced to 
become is the root of this comedy . It 
works br i l l iant ly ! 

Twins p roved that A r n i e had the abi l i ty 
to be funny, a n d this f i lm on l y serves to 
impress me further w i th his abil it ies. Bo th 
as straight m a n to others (his partner, his 
headmistress, his kids) and as a del iverer 
of gags in his o w n right, he turns in the 
goods. He's a l l owed a love affair, that 
results in some genuinely touching 
moments, a n d his partner putt ing on an 
Aus t r i an accent for the course of a mea l 
(I ham hiz zizter..). A N D he o n l y shoots 
the one person. 

A pleasant smatter of al l y o u wou ld 
expect in a f i lm f rom Ivan (Ghostbusters) 
Rei tman. V io l ence , love and comedy . This 
is a good f i lm. This is a who l esome f i lm. 
This is a funny f i lm. To paraphrase the 
fi lm... 

W h e n it comes to the cr it ic 's test, 
K indergar ten is the best... 
P e n d r a g o o . 

W e wou ld l ike to appologise for the 
effusiveness of this rev iew. Pendragon is 
now on a steady diet of George Ell iot 
Novels (the b ig , bor ing ones) unt i l he 
recovers. 
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D r i v e n M a d 
Torn between a Porsche and pollution, Christopher Riley 
examines the environmental impact of the motor car and some 
solutions to the congestion and accompanying pollution that 
bedevils Britain's roads in the 1990s. 

st 
FELIX 

Ever had that guilty feel ing about cars? 
Y o u are torn between a passionate love 
affair for buy ing , c leaning, own ing and 
r u n n i n g a car and that l ittle bit of guilt 
about the destruct ive consequences; the 
pol lut ion, w h i c h is s lowly k i l l ing the 
planet and people. 

A s cars become easier to dr ive , the 
concentrat ion required to dr ive them 
decreases. M o d e r n cars are stuffed w i t h 
home comforts: C D players and radios 
w i th stereo, do lby NR quadraphon ic a l l 
round-sound telephones and even faxes! It 
is easy to forget you are not at home as 
y o u speed at over 120kph d o w n that 
smooth , straight road, 'bra in dead ' and 
numbed w i th bo redom. W i t h the 
compulsory wea r ing of seat belts 
becoming law, the number of minor 
col l is ions increased. People instantly felt 
safer and concentrat ion lapsed even 
more . Dur ing a journey a dr iver is 
typ ica l ly th ink ing about d r i v ing for on ly 
7 5 % of the t ime. This means that every 
fourth dr iver c o m i n g towards y o u on the 
road is not concentrat ing . 

The human bra in was not designed for 
contro l l ing a rap id ly mov ing object. W h e n 
wa lk ing , the average person looks less 
than a metre ahead. Joggers look a little 
further, and at thirty mi les an hour we 
sti l l on ly focus at a point about a cr icket 
p i tch length i n front of the car. 
Consequent ly , w i th stopping distances at 
moto rway speeds many t imes this 
distance, accidents are on l y too c o m m o n . 

Th i r t y people are k i l l ed every two days 
on Br i t ish roads, yet if there are thirty 
fatalities f rom a train crash, it is dec lared 
a nat ional disaster. In fact the single 
death w h i c h resulted from the Cannon 
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Street ra i l c rash at the beg inn ing of this 
year war ran ted it 'nat ional disaster', 
requi r ing inquir ies , publ ic outcry and 
press hype. 

Out of a l l the cars sold each year in 
Br i t ian , 6 0 % are secondhand. Despite this, 
a staggering 35 mi l l i on n e w cars are 
produced each year wor ldw ide . That 's 
one car each second. Go to sleep at night 
and 30,000 new cars have been created 
before y o u w a k e in the morn ing . Sneeze 
and five cars are born into the wor ld . 

Thankfu l l y for us, at the moment , the 
th i rd world 's re l iance on the internal 
combust ion engine is not as great as ours. 
There are current ly 500 m i l l i on cars i n 
the wor ld . If Ch ina had cars to' the same 
ratio as the U S A then they alone wou ld 
have 500 mi l l i on cars. In eastern Europe 
they are exper i enc ing their first freedom 
for many years and car manufacturers 
are 'meet ing the chal lenge ' . 

If the car density of nor th Europe is to 
spread to the rest of the w o r l d it w i l l 
have serious env i r onmenta l 
consequences. E v e n un leaded petro l sti l l 
contains hundreds of potent ia l ly harmful 
toxins. The w o r l d cannot support this 

; level of g rowth in air po l lut ion . The 
I predicament cannot be stressed more 
c lear ly than this, but as w i t h al l these 
env i ronmenta l problems, the 
consequences are not immediate . 
Destruct ion and poisons accumulate , out 
of sight, unt i l it is too late. The hole in 
the ozone layer is invis ible and the 

greenhouse effect just means warmer 
summers to a lot of people. 

So what is the answer? This incurable 
love affair that m a n has w i t h his car is 
more than just an extens ion to his 
genitals, a statement of his sexual 
prowess. The freedom of transport has 
been a 'human r ight ' since m a n c l imbed 
on the back of a beast and rode it. The 
car, s imply an evo lu t ion of this beast, is a 
pol i t ical hot potato. A n y government who 
bars this f reedom of dr i v ing w i l l be in 
pol i t ical isolat ion for a long whi le . The 
right to t rave l where we want , when we 
want is taken for granted, yet in 
congested Br i t a in the ' f reedom of the 
open road ' is a joke. Mi l l i ons wou ld 
rather c raw l in queues al l day l ike sheep, 
than use publ i c transport. W h y ? 

Using publ ic transport is estimated to 
be the equivalent of 130-200 mpg per 
passenger, so it is preferable if it can 
prov ide a re l iable service, w h i c h is cheap, 
c lean and secure, par t i cu lar ly for w o m e n 
at night. 

The o ld excuse that 'publ ic transport 
isn't efficient' is outdated. It seems 
doubtful that the improvements in publ ic 
transport ca l led for by organisat ions such 
as E T A (a mass membersh ip transport 
users organisation) wou ld solve the 
problems. Psychologists exp la in that 
people can't re lax on publ i c transport. 
Y o u can't p i ck your nose, break w i n d or 
have sex on a bus or in a train! Y o u 
haven't got complete f reedom of 

movement a n d behav iour that the 
isolated capsule of a car g ives you . 

In whatever guise, the car is here to 
stay. Its use is threatening to rise 
83-142% in the next 35 years. Despite 
this, governments , vehic le manufacturers 
and dr ivers a l l have a role to play in 
reduc ing the impact of the car on the 
env i ronment . The first e lectr ic car was 
released in 1986. It instant ly acquired the 
status of a rusty Rob in Rel iant and was 
shunned by the publ ic . E lec t r ic vehic les 
stil l have the prestige of a mi lk float or a 
sewing machine , associated w i th men ia l 
work . No finely tuned g row l f rom 
beneath the bonnet , no c h r o m e d exhaust 
pipe, no need for fuel inject ion, and no 
place for Turbo lag! But are Bri ta in 's 
motorists so b l inkered? E lectr ic motors 
require less maintenance mi l e for mile . 
No frozen d ieze l in the winter , no anti­
freeze required, and no burst radiators. 

To improve the appeal of the electr ic 
vehic le you have to analyse what it is 
that sells a car. A l though cars are bought 
pr imar i l y for gett ing from A to B, the 
looks, per formance and, of course, the 
name are all important . A logo on the 
ignit ion key sitt ing on the bar in the pub 
speaks vo lumes ! The 'GT i ' badge or the 
w o r d 'Turbo ' tattooed on the boot are a 
must. The image and profile of a car w i l l 
make or break it. 

Each car has its label , w h i c h the person 
beh ind the whee l automat ica l ly inherits. 
Be it a wel ly-green Range Rover , a 

Ferrar i -red Porsche or a wh i t e 2 C V we al l 
have a picture of the sort of person w h o 
wou ld dr ive it. Th is label is to a certa in 
extent contro l l ed by the manufacturer . 
Peugeot's advert for its 405 range 
featuring the car dr i v ing th rough a 
burn ing field to the song 'Take m y Brea th 
A w a y ' d id more for sales of that car than 
any other car advert in marke t ing 
history. The new Lotus Car l t on is 
advert ised by being capable of a top 
speed of 176mph. But whe re and why? 
Pau l Tosch, Vauxha l l ' s cha i rman admits 
that it is an ego trip. 'We wanted to show 
that we cou ld do it. It's an image car'. 
S imon Dyer , D i rec tor Genera l of the A A 
criticises this as env i ronmenta l l y 
irresponsible. Manufacturers should no 
longer use speed and h igh per formance 
to advertise a n d sell cars. 'It is t ime to be 
proud of cars because they are safe and 
have a m i n i m u m impact o n the 
enivronment . ' 

Battery technology is no longer the 
l imi t ing factor of a potent ia l electric car. 
What is needed is a we l l establ ished 
manufacturer to set the trend in electric 
vehicles. Someth ing instantly desirable to 
nurture man's incurable love affair w i th 
the motor car, not turn h im off; the 
'Lotus E lec t ron ' or the ' Fo rd Sierra XR4e ' . 
Such machines must be sold at realistic 
and compet i t ive prices. 

Un l ike other 'green consumer i sm ' the 
publ ic don't have the power to initial ise 
the change to the electric vehic le . Once a 

realistic veh ic le is avai lable , government 
act ion is needed to initiate the transfer to 
the elctric motor-car. On l y higher fuel 
prices w i l l be the spur, to ensure that 
pol luters pay. 

Of course this converson to electric 
vehicles is not go ing to solve congest ion 
problems on the roads. New road bu i ld ing 
just generates more traffic jams and is not 
an answer to the p rob l em either. A s long 
as Br i ta in 's b l inke red motorists want the 
freedom to p ick their noses in wh ichever 
traffic jam they please, our roads w i l l 
a lways be clogged. 

The first chal lenge is to cut the exhaust 
emissions f rom the mi l l ions of stat ionary 
cars. Unt i l e lectr ic vehicles are freely 
avai lable, choos ing a car w h i c h del ivers 
more miles per gal lon and m a k i n g sure it 
is proper ly tuned w i l l bo th help to lower 
fuel consumptio+i. A l t e rna t i v e l y a little 
k n o w n device ca l led the 'Pe t romizer ' 
could help. Cur ren t l y marke t ed by 
Marve l awn Internat ional at just under S50 
it guarantees 10-16% lower fuel 
consumpt ion, more power and reduced 
tox ic emissions. Consequent ly companies 
l ike Shel l are keen to keep it a secret. 
The Petromizer consists of a power fu l bar 
magnet w h i c h s imp ly attaches to the 
outside of the fuel l ine. Quite w h y it 
works is not k n o w n , but the magnet 
apparent ly reduces the surface tension of 
the fuel, p roduc ing better atomisat ion and 
increasing combust ion eff iciency. For 
more in format ion on the Pe t romizer 
please wri te to Dr John Speight, 
Techn ica l Director , M a r v e l a w n 
International, D i cken House, Har ro ld , 
Bedford M K 4 3 7 B X . 
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students, a cut wash and b l o w d r y 
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C h e c k us out ! 



The Slow Moving Snail ignites a new Books column with... 

Books For Burning 
Read ing is difficult, even once it is learnt 
it stil l requires concentrat ion and t ime. 
W e invest a lot in t ry ing to give mean ing 
to the words on the pr inted page. The 
beauty of l i terature is that it is a doorway 
to a wo r l d of characters and events that 
we personal ly create, together w i th the 
author. Un l i k e f i lm or theatre, books 
enable us to join the wr i ter in the act of 
creat ion. This makes us vu lnerab le . Our 
int imate invo l vement w i th the concepts 
can make us, at least feel, a party to the 
cr imes commi t t ed by the wr i ter . 

This is w h y we must trust that writers 
and publishers w i l l have artist ic and 
cul tura l reasons beh ind their work . For if 
profit is the ent ire mot ive w e won' t just 
be reading rubbish , our minds might be 
creat ing events that wou ld make us vomi t 
if we were mere l y to see them on the 
screen. 

Books l ike W i l l i a m Heffernan's Ritual 
turn readers into d reaming 'snuff f i lm 
producers. It is the most effective 
inte l lectual torture device I have come 
across. It does so, not th rough boredom, 
but by direct cor rupt ion of the values of 
the reader. 

It is said that 'The pen is might ier than 
the sword ' but here it is t rans formed into 
the ritualistic torturer 's kni fe , por t rayed 
on the cover dr ipp ing b lood . The real 
sadistical c r im ina l in this book is the 
author, who expects y o u to imagine a 
scene of u l t imate humi l ia t i on , when you 
become a power less v oy eu r to your o w n 
slow death v ia the sacri f ic ial knife. A 
metaphor I w o u l d use to descr ibe the 

effects of this book on any conscious 
h u m a n being. 

J ohn Mor t imer , the author of Rumpole 
books amongst others, has argued that a l l 
and any book should be publ ished. This is 
rea l ly an express ion of the abhorrence of 
censorship as a way of soc ia l contro l . In 
Ray Bradbury ' s Farenheit 451 books are 
burnt and al l we have left is state 
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te lev is ion that aims to be non-pol i t ical , 
non-rel ig ious a n d non-controvers ia l . M i n d -
numb ing social dramas in w h i c h noth ing 
of consequence happens, just l ike 
Neighbours! Do we real ly need a 'B ig 
Bro ther ' to reduce our thought-levels to 
that of obedient dogs w h e n w e 
vo luntar i l y do it to ourselves by the 
mi l l ions. 

Cheap books wr i t ten for a popular 
market i ron ica l l y prov ide , for me, the 
greatest fuel for the ' burn ing of books ' 
argument. These books are an insult to 
our minds and a threat to our human 
dignity. 

O n Fr iday February 1, at 10.00pm in 
front of the F E L I X Office, I w i l l be 
burn ing the three books I have r ev i ewed 
in this art ic le . A n y o n e w h o has tragical ly 
been g iven, or u n k n o w i n g l y bought, 
s imi lar rubb ish can jo in m e w i th theirs. If 
there are enough of us we can have a 
barbecue! 

Rose of the Prophet has two amaz ing 
qualit ies, it was wr i t ten by two people 
and is the f inal part in a tr i logy. Someone 
must have bought vo lumes I and II? The 
book has a m a p at the front and a 
glossary of terms at the back, inbetween 
there is sandwiched 386 pages of 
language reduced to such inexpressible 
ted ium as sentences l ike 'The w o r d fell 
l ike a thunderbolt . . . ' (p.136), 'The ir 
screams split through the vo ice of the 
mob l ike a whist l ing s wo r d blade... ' 
(p.334). Choose any at r a n d o m . As an 
exercise in their t ra in ing for G C S E 
Engl ish why.. .? 

The last book is D iana Stainforth's 
Friends and Other Enemies. Her 
'Acknowledgements ' is a thank y o u to a l l 
the wea l thy a n d useful people she met 
wh i l e research ing the book, as she had 
such fun. Th is presumably , and in Diana 's 
case unashamedly , is one reason, in 
addi t ion to money , for w r i t i ng such a 
book. It is an easier and qu icker read 
than the other two, as it has a great 
number of very short paragraphs, 
especial ly in terms of dialogue. To sum it 
up, in the words of the cover , it is 'set 
against a backg round of internat ional 
polo and transatlantic air l ines ' . 

Dear A r r o w Books Ltd , I w i sh to wri te 
a book on a jet-setting, in ternat iona l , 
woman is ing chess grandmaster , who goes 
mad because of the double stress of the 
game and be ing a spy. But I w i l l need to 
research.. . 

H o w does one recognise these books 
y o u may ask? Af ter exhaust ive research I 
have conc luded that they a l l have covers 
that are co lour w i th go ld meta l l i c sheen 
and embossing. If ICU Bookstore is 
any th ing to go by students here are not 
appreciators of anyth ing remote ly 
resembl ing l i terature. 

Next week a ce lebrat ion of the art of 
wr i t ing and the enjoyment of reading, as 
expressed recent ly by, of a l l people, Her 
Majesty's Inspectorate of Schools . 



Michael Newman examines humanist values and gives another 
view of... 

Life and Death 
Last Sunday the ' E v e r yman ' p rog ramme 
on B B C 1 broadcast the story of the death 
of a young w o m a n from l eukaemia . It 
mov ing l y showed the support she 
rece ived from her family and the help 
g iven to them by a Humanis t counsel lor . 
It is often a surprise to people to f ind out 
that those w h o have rejected faith in God 
are contr ibut ing to social and m o r a l , 
welfare expl ic i te ly w i th in a f ramework of 
non-belief, that is as humanists. In 
countries l ike Ho l l and humanists are on 
equal terms w i t h theistic re l ig ions in 
terms of their contr ibut ions to the care of 
people w i th in society. Sadly in this 
country the law and government funding 
do not a l low such parity. 

Humanists are unfair ly d iscr iminated 
against, as if their beliefs are stil l not 
recognised as respectable. One A m e r i c a n 
book, Your Quest for God by R A 
Bennett, actual ly states, 'In our day Satan 
continues his nasty w o r k through the 
deceptive teachings of secular humanism' , 
and a member of the House of Lords 
dur ing the 1988 Educat ion Debate 
declared that if you do not be l ieve in God 
y o u could have no values! 

The Br i t ish Humanis t Assoc ia t ion is 
f ighting for its counsel lors to be 
recognised as 'spir i tual ' advisers w i th the 
same vis i t ing rights as c l e rgymen in H M 
prisons. It is also fighting against insidious 
campaigns of Christ ians l ike Baroness C o x 
who want to force their re l ig ion onto our 
ch i ldren as a part of a mo ra l campaign. 
She managed to get passed an * 
amendment to the Educat ion Ac t forc ing 
Chr is t ian worsh ip on school ch i ldren, 
unless the schoo l or ind iv idua l ch i ld opt 
out! this was done dur ing a late sitt ing of 
the Lords, w i th few members be ing 
present. Most secondary schools in this 
country are probab ly , very del iberately, 
b reak ing that law! Indeed Humanists are 
on over twenty-f ive Loca l Educat ion 
Author i t y committees that advise schools 
on rel igious educat ion and worship. In 
one, in London , the Humanis t has been 
elected as its cha i rman ! 

Humanists have a history of social 
contr ibut ion to our society. They have, at 
the cost of their o w n freedoms and 
money , fought for the f reedom of speech 
and belief. A humanist hous ing 
association owns over one thousand 
propert ies in this country in w h i c h it 
houses the needy and e lder ly . There was 
a humanist adopt ion agency to break the 
monopo l y the church once had over who 
was a l lowed to be adoptive parents. They 
campaign in par l iament on mora l issues 
such as abor t ion , pre-embryo research, 
euthanasia and capital punishment . 

Whi lst the anti-abort ion lobby were 
sending plastic models of foetuses to MPs 
the Br i t i sh Humanis t Assoc ia t ion was 
sending them a leaflet that examined the 
mora l issues, this rece ived praise from the 
New Scientist and var ious professional 
medica l groups. 

But some of their most important work 
is done on an ind iv idual basis w i th in our 
communit ies . These inc lude humanist 
ceremonies. Humanis t weddings and 
funerals go back to the last century. 
Nehru, the first Indian p r ime minister, 
stated in his w i l l that he wanted a funeral 
w i th no ment ion of God . A copy of this 
document a long w i th an essay on his 
thought about re l ig ion can be obta ined 
from the Hux l e y Society booksta l l (Friday 
luncht imes in the JCR). Indeed the 
demand for ceremonies has increased so 
m u c h that t ra ined humanist celebrants, or 
officiants, w h o conduct the ceremonies on 

behalf of the families, cou ld not cope w i th 
the numbers. Two books have been 
publ ished w h i c h encourage families to 
conduct their own ceremonies . The 
author of these, Jane W y n n e Wi l l son , 
cha i rwoman of the Br i t ish Humanis t 
Assoc iat ion, w i l l be ta lk ing about them 
this Thursday (see What 's On). 

Humanist funerals are a ce lebrat ion of 
the life that has just ended. Instead of a 
sermon (in m a n y of our churches 
norma l l y i rre levant to the life of the 
person who has died), the family listens 
to a short speech that describes the 
deceased and significant moments in their 
life. The fami ly either wr i te parts of the 

address or are in terv iewed by the 
officiant. In bo th cases, the bereaved are 
able to share their loss, and turn this into 
a personal statement that is shared 
together at the ceremony. Some families 
read pieces of favourite poetry and listen 
to the deceased's favourite music . 

The first funeral I conducted was of a 
man who was m u c h loved by his fami ly 
and those w h o came to k n o w h im. It was 
a wel l -attended funeral. M y speech was 
wri t ten for me by the daughter- in-law, 
except for m y introductory and 
conc lud ing r emarks w h i c h gave 
signif icance to the importance of 
r emember ing and learn ing from the l ives 
of those we love. It was the first funeral I 
have been to where people laughed, they 
laughed together not at cheap jokes but 
at shared memor ies of humourous times 
they had had together. T h e man had 
been a DIY enthusiast construct ing his 
o w n shed w h i c h fell down on h im, 
knock ing h im out. Tears m i x e d w i th 
laughter, both g iv ing publ i c expression to 
a shared w a r m t h and respect. This is one 
way humanists express their attitude to 
life. That day, hav ing the honour of 
expressing their memor ies of h im to his 
family, I felt exh i lara ted w i t h life. 

Trag ica l l y some people fail to 
understand the nature of these funerals. 
A c l e rgyman in Belfast was campaign ing 
last year to prevent them from taking 
place in city cemeteries or cremator ia . 
Somehow he felt they were offensive. 
Last year, the mother of a young man 
who died from AIDS, held up the funeral 
for six months by contest ing his w i l l in 
wh i ch he stated that he wanted a 
humanist funeral . They argued that he 
was not menta l l y competent w h e n 
m a k i n g the w i l l , and that his atheism was 
not genuine. He had been a member of 
the Nat ional Secular Society for near ly 
thirteen years, and an atheist for many 
more. His mother was a born-again 
Chr is t ian who be l ieved A IDS to be 
satanic. The funeral was we l l attended 
w i th his friends but no member of his 
family turned up. 

Humanist weddings are a publ ic 
ce lebrat ion of the love of a couple, 
whether they are heterosexual , 
homosexua l or lesbian. T h e promises 
made be tween the couple are realistic 
and norma l l y show a ph i losophy of 
equalness, respect and shar ing . The 
couple wri te their o w n ceremony , 
choosing the venue and music . It 
becomes an event that is personal to 
them and their family. Sad ly humanists 
are second class cit izens whe re the law 
applies to weddings, they sti l l have to 
register at the Registrar's Office, though 
Edw ina Curr ie , before her res ignat ion, 
started changes that w i l l a l l ow couples to 
marry and register in places other than 
those of regular worship or counc i l 
offices. 

Michael Newman. 
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Amnesty International investigates different countries' attitudes towards drug offences. 

Addicted to Killing 
' I 'm ready for execut ion. I already saw 
the gal lows be ing tested,' said the sailor. 
His wrists were handcuffed as he spoke. 
Outside the jai l a group of journalists kept 
v ig i l . 

Next morn ing at 6.02am he was dead, 
one hour later than the usual schedule for 
the execut ion of a condemned man in 
Malays ia . His hanging had been held up 
as a special concession so that he could 
per form his last prayers at dawn—the first 
of five a Mus l im is obl iged to per form 
dai ly . 

The 37 year-old seafarer, a native of 
Indonesia, d ied protesting his innocence. 
Conv ic ted of possessing 937 grams of 
mar i juana and be ing a member of a drug 
syndicate, he became the first pr isoner in 
1990 to join Malaysia 's ever-r is ing tol l of 
those executed in what officials now 
admit is a lethal failure to stem the 
country 's drug trade. 

Malaysia 's anti-drug dr ive made 
internat ional headlines in the ear ly 1980s 
w h e n the country 's leaders made the 
death penalty mandatory in drug 
offences. Huge bi l lboards warned local 
cit izens and foreign travel lers: 'Be 
forewarned: Dea th for d rug traffickers 
under Malays ian law. ' By June of this 
year the nat ional press repor ted that 104 
convicts had been hanged o n drug 
charges since 1983 and a further 200 
were wai t ing on death row. 

One of over 20 countries have now 
tr ied using the death penal ty for drug 
offences, Ma lays ia has become a crucib le 
for testing the effectiveness of the 
punishment as the ult imate antidote to 
narcotics. 

The statistics for addict ion paint a gr im 
picture. In 1970 only 711 addicts were 
identi f ied in the country. Two decades 
later, in December 1989, the Home 
Ministry 's Dadah (drugs) Treatment and 
Rehabi l i tat ion D iv i s ion had identi f ied 
145,685 addicts throughout the country . 

Not on ly has the increase been 
staggering, but it has cont inued regardless 
of the hangman. Two years after the 
1983 decision to make the death penalty 
mandatory for drug offences, the 
government 's figure for registered addicts 
stood at 102,807. Forteen months later it 
had risen to 111,688. Two years later— 
and w i th execut ions being enacted in a 
blaze of publ ic i ty against foreigners as 
we l l as local c i t izens—the addic t ion 
register had gone up to 128,741, a steep 
rise of nearly 30 per cent over three 
years. 

The exper iment had failed. But 
execut ions cont inue. 

A 1989 report by the International 
Narcotics Cont ro l Board said that 
Malays ia was cont inuing to be affected by 
growing 'transit traffic' i nvo l v ing 
pr imar i l y op ium and heroin. Bo th were 

be ing smuggled across the country 's 
northern border or through its western 
coastl ine. The report noted, however , that 
' in t ry ing to come to grips w i th the drug 
abuse and traf f icking s i tuat ion, the 
government has made it c lear that it w i l l 
not compromise in deal ing w i th drug 
offenders, inc lud ing foreigners. ' 

Of the 104 reported execut ions, 25 
were said to have been foreigners. These 
now include H a n Tsui L i n , one of eight 
Hong K o n g cit izens executed on 30 May 
1990 in the country 's biggest mass 
execut ion. She became the first foreign 
w o m a n to hang in Malays ia . 

V i r tua l l y every t ime a foreigner has 
come up for execut ion, press interest has 
been intense and heads of government 
have publ ic ly and pr ivate ly appealed to 
the Malays ian authorit ies to show 
c lemency. To date, the pleas have fallen 
on deaf ears, and nationals of Austra l ia , 
Br i ta in , Indonesia, the Phi l ippines, 

Singapore and Tha i l and have also been 
put to death. 

Amnes t y International , the wor ldw ide 
human rights organisat ion, has repeatedly 
urged the Ma lays ian authorit ies to stop 
the k i l l ing . It has taken the same stand 
against the death penalty in all countries. 
In a major report on the death penalty 
released a year ago, the organisat ion 
states: 'The rat ionale for us ing the death 
penalty is that it w i l l deter d rug 
traffickers more effectively than other 
punishments. But despite hundreds of 
executions there is no clear evidence of a 
decl ine in drug-traf f icking w h i c h could be 
clear ly attr ibuted to the threat or use of 
that penalty. ' 

International experts agree. The lack of 
deterrent effect was cited at the 
December 1985 meet ing of the Uni ted 
Nations Exper t Group on 
Countermeasures to Drug Smuggl ing by 
A i r and Sea. The ' g roup ' s report stated: 

The Electric Chair—waiting for a victim. 
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' . . . in the exper ience of severa l experts, 
the fact that capi ta l punishment appeared 
on the statute books as the m a x i m u m 
penalty d id not necessari ly deter 
traff icking; indeed, in some cases it might 
make prosecut ion more difficult because 
courts of law were natura l ly inc l ined to 
require a m u c h higher standard of proof 
when capital punishment was possible or 
even mandatory . . .The most effective 
deterrent was assuredly the certainty of 
detection and arrest. ' 

In the desperate battle against drugs, 
such evidence is often over looked . In 
November 1988, the Uni ted States jo ined 
the league of nations opt ing for 
executions as a weapon against the drug 
trade. Federa l L a w now a l lows the 
imposit ion of the death penal ty as an 
optional punishment for persons who 
intent ional ly k i l l or order ki l l ings whi l e 
commit t ing drug-related offences. 

Back in Malays ia , w i th its soar ing 
addict ion rate, officials are beg inn ing to 
express doubts about the effectiveness of 
the death penal ty as a deterrent. In June 
this year the Deputy Minister of Home 
Affairs said that the country 's mandatory 
death penalty for drug traf f icking had 
failed to curb either the trade or drug 
abuse and that a new approach to the 
prob lem was needed. 

In a a paper presented at the nat ional 
Seminar on Drugs Treatment and 
Rehabi l i tat ion in Kua la L u m p u r in July 
1990, the deputy director of the C r im ina l 
Investigation Department 's anti-narcotics 
force said the mandatory death sentence 
had not shown signs of ach iev ing its role 
as a deterrent in the six years since its 
enforcement. Instead, the number of 
people detained for traf f icking and 
increased those detained were usual ly 
replaced by other traff ickers w i th in a 
short t ime. 

He said: 'Our intel l igence shows that 
people were found to be traf f icking dadah 
(drugs) even when a member of their 
family had been detained and awai t ing 
tr ia l . ' 

INTERESTED? 
The Imperial College Amnesty 
In te rna t i ona l group is 
participating in a worldwide 
campaign against the use of the 
death penalty for drug related 
crimes. To take part, turn up to 
one of our weekly meetings or 
sign a letter on Thursday 
lunchtime in the JCR. 
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Tanita Tikaram 

The Apples 
—Eye Wonder 12" 

There 's a rea l ly sexy sample bur ied in 
this record I could almost k i l l for. It 
sounds l ike Pr ince on ac id and it goes 
'Heyyy eyy eah ' and the rest of the song 
rotates a r ound it. (I'll insert it several 
t imes just to give you the feel for it.) 
Pr ince 's inf luence appears more than 
once, this t ime in the guitar department -
you k n o w the one - 7 Just want your 
extra time and your (nicked guitar line) ... 
kiss!' 

A l l this occurs in the first five seconds 
of every m i x o n this 12", but how does 
the rest of the song go? W e l l , to be fair, 
it heads in a different d i rec t ion to the 
Purple One's funk workouts and it has a 
few other bl ips, bleeps, scratches and 
samples to bounce it on its way. There is 
an or ig ina l song here, but it sounds l ike 
it's obey ing the g iven fo rmula somewhat , 
(hey yey y e a h etc.) 

The vocal ist sounds famil iar but I can't 
quite place h im a l though he sounds a bit 
l ike Barney f rom New order. The chorus 
consists of more Heyyyeyyeah ' s and the 
singer wonde r ing if we love h im several 
hundred times - and do we readers? We l l , 
I th ink we do. 

Harry Cross 

Poppy Fields 
—Drug House 12" 

If you ' re gonna wri te a song about drugs, 
not on ly do y o u have to take them 
beforehand, but you have to put a 
bel ievable edge to the song. The Jesus 
and Mary C h a i n produced probably the 
best druggy song ever in 'Some Candy 
Ta lk ing ' - they cer ta in ly were ta lk ing 
f rom exper ience and they also did it in a 
haze of feedback. Remember the incident 
w h e n M ike Re id suddenly real ised it was 
about the 'D -word ' and went round the 
B B C l ike a headless ch icken getting it 
banned? 

That's the sort of react ion the Poppy 
Fields should be t ry ing to achieve. They 
employ an electro-beat a n d a niggly 
guitar l ine that's hard to get out of your 
head once you 've heard it a couple of 
t imes but the indef inable magic isn't 
there. Maybe the song's too blatantly 
druggy, maybe it's that druggy songs are 
to commonp lace after the house 
revo lut ion (yeah!), maybe it's just to 
average. Whatever the reason, Drug 
House doesn't make the grade. 

Harry Cross 

—Everybody's Angel LP 

Y o u don't l ike Tan i ta T ika ram? Y o u th ink 
she's boring? F ine . If that is the case then 
y o u probably won ' t m u c h l ike this a lbum 
either. If you 're a real Tan i ta T i k a r a m 
freak then you ' re go ing to buy the a lbum 
whatever I say. So, who a m I ta lk ing to? 

This is a imed at those of y o u who 
bought one, or both, of her prev ious 
albums, and figure that y o u have enough 
of her work , or haven't bought any, and 
are sl ightly interested in her music. 

So, what 's the a lbum like? Tanita 's 
songwri t ing abi l i ty has improved ; she 
manages to produce a greater var iety of 
songs than on either of her two previous 
albums (Ancient Heart , The Sweet 
Keeper). Tan i ta now also has a better 
contro l over her voice, g i v ing her a w ider 
range of tones to cope w i t h her now 
wider range of styles. 

Basical ly , she's improv ing , in wr i t ing 
and per formance, and if she were to quit 
the music business right now, this is the 

a lbum she shou ld be r emembered for; it's 
the best so far. Want to k n o w any more? 
B u y the a l bum. 

Stef 

Spacemen 3 
-Big City 12" 

A l l sounds on this tape are produced on 
an unmodi f i ed guitar w i th an E bow, 
except of course the percussion. O h w o w 
man , let's get stoned. 

Spacemen 3...from their d runken haze 
to discover a tune before dragg ing it 
down w i th them again. 

The official effects are wel l . . . tr ippy. This 
t ime the v iny l is one up on the C D . 

Just w h e n y o u think y o u have floated 
away there is another chord to r emind 
you you're still at home on the planet 
moron . Y o u need someth ing to keep your 
m i n d unoccup ied when l istening to this 
long track. 

W e didn't l isten to the B side as we had 
floated away on purple c louds in a-trance 
at Drive. 

The O h Wow Man. 

Revolting Cocks 
Thursday night and the Robey moved to 
central L ondon . Every travel ler , drop-out, 
hardcore freak and a few more besides 
were there to see The Revolting Cocks 
and they were in for a treat. 

Godflesh opened, their merci less gr ind 
beat ing an a l ready packed As to r i a into 
submission. Despite some technica l 
hitches the duo, sometimes augmented by 
an extra guitarist, stil l managed to sound 
l ike mounta ins mov ing . 

Next up were Bomb Everything, who 
seemed to be mov ing towards a more 
commerc i a l sound. Sti l l c rap though! 

Tame expectat ion awa i ted the Cocks, 
who all of a sudden leapt onto the stage 
w i th no ce remony , and after a brief 

—Astoria 24.1.91 
comment about the you k n o w what 
launched straight into Beers, Steers and 
Queers. Ton ight they were awesome, a 
total wipeout of sound that got the shole 
dancefloor, and some of the balcony, 
danc ing l ike those possessed. 

The beats were merci less, but the dark 
edge to the mus i c and its subject matter 
was total ly ove rshadowed by the 
outrageous Go-Go dancers w h o enterd 
after a few songs and pretty soon the 
whole stage degenerated into a sort of 
s t i m u l a t e d orgy. God only knows how 
the guitarist managed to keep play ing. 

!f they 're ever a l l owed to leave the 
asy lum again eve rybody shou ld be made 
to see The Revolting Cocks. A revelat ion. 
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Skinny 
Too Dark Park brings Skinny Puppys' 
dark v is ion of the wo r l d to its logical 
conc lus ion. The i r w o r l d seems to be 
inhabited on ly b y pain and confusion—the 
song titles: Convulsion, Spasmolytic, 
Shore Lined Poison point the way and the 
agony follows. 

Take Tormentor a sick song for a sick 
wor ld , it gr inds d o w n merc i less ly , 
every th ing in a beat that reminds one of 
the crash of jackboots. Th is is mono tony 
e levated to an art form. 

Spasmolytic improves , c omp l ex rhy thms 
and upfront bass prov id ing an effective 
backg round for yet more tor tured vocals. 
Th is track is aga in improved by var ia t ion, 
w i th the essential beat of the song never 
be ing lost. 

Puppy 
Shore Lined Poison has an almost new 

age intro w h i c h is suddenly and horr ib ly 
ruptured by a rhy thm that appears to be 
composed of the sounds of a b roken 
radio. This is perhaps the best t rack on 
the a lbum, a n d excel lent contrast be ing 
d rawn between industr ia l beat and almost 
peaceful keyboards . Intell igent samples 
further improve this music to play at a 
r id iculous vo lume and get lost in. 

Whi ls t Too Dark Park won ' t w i n them 
many new fans, Skinny Puppy are shown 
to be at the forefront of a genre that 
surely must replace the awfulness of 
Manchester . A n d they 'd be bri l l iant on 
Top of the Popsl 

The Paleoethnobotanist. 

Front 242 
—Tyranny For You LP 

Front 242 approach the same ideas as 
Skinny Puppy f rom a different angle 
altogether. Signi f icant ly l ighter-edged, 
Tyranny for You is softly subvers ive , 
lu l l ing you into a false sense of security 
w i th tracks such as Sacrifice and Rhythm 
of Time the openers w h i c h show a heavy 
re l iance on keyboa rd motifs and w o r k i n g 
ex t remely we l l . 

Front 242's v is ion comes through on 
Trigger 2, ominous keyboards 
underp inn ing the r h y t h m in an interest ing 
role reversal . 

For a long t ime, F 242's entry into the 
mainstream' has been ant ic ipated, and 

this, if any, is surely the a l b u m to do it. 

Far too scarey stil l for Sharon and K e v i n 
though it is, this should f ind a ready 
home next to, and far outsh in ing in the 
meant ime bands such as The Shamen and 
even Depeche Mode, w h o now must be 
seen as trai lblazers for this and its l ike. 

'Recession, Repression, Regress ion ' is 
the chant of the title t rack, and for once 
y o u can be sure that its a band 
comment ing on their society and not on 
their o w n music . This a lbum shows a new 
side to electro that F242 have been 
ant ic ipat ing for some t ime. A n d I th ink its 
b loody good. 

The Paleoethnobotanist. 

Jan Johnson's vocals r em ind one instantly 
of those sharp me lod ic tones be long ing to 
Miche l l e Shocked . The instrumenta l 
comprises a sound, but l ight, jangle pop 
conf igurat ion. The rhy thm going from an 
easy to fol low beat to one of those 
annoy ing half t imes w h i c h tends to put 
dancers into s low mot ion for a second or 
two. That little re-adjustment to step t ime 
l ook ing so uncoo l . But w h o cares, 1 hate 
the Empi re in Leicester Square and I'm 
sure they wouldn ' t play it there anyway . 

A gaelic burr at times breaks to the 
crest of a wave , just mak ing itself 
apparent l ike a smal l rush of foam on an 
expectant wave . Uncont ro l l ed but in-line 
and in ha rmony w i th the strength of Jan's 
voice. Funn i l y enough she hails f rom no 

-If This Is Love 12" 
nearer the gael ic lands than Manchester . 
Don't wo r r y though this is no fat, furry, 
baggy M a n c u n i a n line up - the press 
release says so! It also says that J.J. are 
here to 'create memorab le hummab l e 
songs'. This they do w i th no prob lem at 
al l though some of those intro 's are a 
little dodgy. I mean there a long the lines 
of so many 'here we go lets make a 
classic they ' l l r emember forever ' songs 
and the b a c k i n g surely hails from 
Beautiful South, House Martins...a t ouch 
of over product ion perhaps. 

Sti l l , it's a s l ick little number that's 
bound to get far too many people 
hooked. Be careful , you might end up 
buy ing a l l there records! 

Christ. 
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Clubs and 
Film Cross Country 
Monty Python's The Meaning of Life is 
the last and greatest c inemat ic attempt by 
the c razy team. Life is exp l o r ed in its 
least subtle aspects w i th l ive organ 
donors, the G r i m m Reaper , songs, 
danc ing girls, and of course M r Creosote. 
This film can never be seen often 
enough. 

7.30pm, M e c h Eng 220 on Thursday 7th 
February . 

Yoga 
Y o g a lessons w i l l c ommence f rom next 
week on Tuesday at 8pm and Fr iday at 
5.30pm in Southside G y m . 

The exercises, w h i c h are taken from 
var ious styles and mart ia l arts f lexibi l i ty 
t ra in ing, concentrate on stretching, 
a l though there are also some medat i t ive 
aspects. They improve phys ica l 
suppleness, breath ing and menta l 
concentrat ion, and are a good 
complement to other phys ica l activit ies. 

A sizable contingent of our lovable insane 
athletes t rooped off en masse to 
Horsenden H i l l for part 4 of the colleges' 
league saga, de l i ver ing another 
phenomenous display of mud-wa l l ow ing 
sufficient to ex tend our ove ra l l lead to 
unassailable proport ions. O n a fairly tame 
course of 5.3 miles, the unbeaten Paul 
Nor throp ach ieved a surpr is ing ly easy 
v ic tory despite his dodgy knee, drift ing in 
front after two miles and cruis ing away 
unchal lenged. S torming home in fourth 
was Frank Dudbr idge , sti l l improv ing 
after a l l these years, hav ing wo rked his 
way up from 15th after the open ing 
charge. His erstwhi le compan ion , A l e x 
Gaske l l , suffered towards the end; six 
weeks missed through injury tak ing its 
tol l . In a photo-f inish w i th the enigmatic 
B i l l Skailes, once more p roduc ing a 
despearte f inal sprint, A l e x was awarded 
16th w i th B i l l on ly able to equal his best 
p lac ing of 17th. But both were upstaged 
by Laurence Fowkes , the sturdy squaddie, 

who , after m i x i n g it w i th the leaders 
ear ly on, settled into the chas ing group 
and improved massive ly to f inish 12th. 
Aga in our opponents could not match this 
pack ing and IC took the t eam honours by 
41 points. Meanwh i l e the ' B ' runners 
enjoyed an average day, D u n c a n O'Dell 's 
radica l attitude w i n n i n g the day in 53rd 
to Dan McQueen ' s 59th. Dave Budgett 
had one of his less successful ventures in 
69th. 

Our two lady representat ives acquit ted 
themselves we l l , w i th Edwige Pitel 
manag ing 3rd after a tight finish w i th a 
group chasing the runaway w inner . He len 
Mac intosh also needed to produce 
te rmina l strength to break into the top 10 
for the first t ime this year . The results 
pushed Edwige into second place in the 
overa l l women ' s rank, and w i th two races 
remain ing , our team looks l ike reaping a 
record glut of medals at the end of the 
season. 

Diving Rugby 
A t the s w i m m i n g poo l , some t ime has 

been set aside (Wed 6.30pm) for those 
w h o enjoy, or wou ld l ike to learn, board 
d iv ing . W e hope to start a d i v ing club 
w h i c h w i l l be open to a l l levels of abi l i ty. 

Women's 
Waterpolo 
W e are look ing for more w o m e n to make 
up a women 's waterpolo team. There are 
current ly three of us, al l newcomers to 
this br i l l iant game. 

A t the moment we pract ice w i th the 
men on M o n d a y and Fr iday evenings 
between 7.30 and 9.00pm. A l though once 
we have enough people we can arrange 
our o w n poo l session and coaching. 

Waterpo lo is an excel lent team sport, 
improv ing fitness, s tamina and 
coord inat ion. It is also an ideal way to 
improve your s w i m m i n g as we have a 
sw imming pract ice on the same evening. 

Don' t wor ry if you can't make al l of the 
sessions any regular part ic ipat ion wou ld 
be we lcome. 

If interested just turn up or cal l B r o n on 
ext 6851 or Caro l ine on 4772. 

IC 1st XV - 7 Cardiff 1st XV - 10 

After qual i fy ing from the South East 
group IC Rugby faced Cardif f in the last 
s ixteen of the U A U . The Welshies getting 
to this stage by defeating B i rm ingham 
60-3 in a play-off round. 

Last year IC went out of the 
compet i t ion defeated 31-12 by Swansea, 
w h o went on and nar row ly lost to 
Loughborough in the final at • 
T w i c k e n h a m . It was a brave display f rom 
the m u c h younger and inexper i enced IC 
side. W i th v i r tua l ly the same team, 
conf idence was runn ing at a m u c h higher 
leve l this year. The IC outfit was better 
prepared and keener than ever before. 

W i th a hardy band of supporters 
cheer ing on the lads, IC k i c k e d off on a 
co ld Wednesday afternoon. The open ing 
minutes were quite frantic, both packs 
hunt ing ferociously for the bal l and when 
it was spun to the backs each side tackled 
c l in ica l ly . The game was cut and thrust, 
noth ing g iven either way. Eventua l l y 
after an IC infr ingement, the Cardiff 
standoff landed a penalty, b reak ing the 
deadlock and putt ing Cardiff three points 
up. IC got r ight back into the game and 
soon scores were tied, thanks to a M ike 
Anderson penalty 'success'. Just before 

half-time Cardif f f l yhacked the bal l 
downf ie ld, after some s loppy c learance 
efforts, the ba l l bobbled into the f lanker's 
hands who due ly popped over to score a 
pretty dire try. (Half-time: IC 3, Cardiff 7). 

The second cont inued m u c h in the way 
of the first. IC t ry ing to p ick the pace up 
a gear and Cardiff keeping the play tight, 
using their heavier forwards to gr ind IC 
down, mov ing downf ie ld one scrum or 
l ineout to the next. The Cardiff pressure 
never seemed to be conver ted into 
points. Thanks to stout IC defence and a 
miserable day from the Cardif f k icker (he 
did manage one in the second half) the 
scores were kept to a m i n i m u m . Then , as 
if re leasing a pressure cap, IC broke out, 
w i th b l ind ing br i l l iance , a l l out defence 
was turned into a l l out attack, forwards 
swarming up f ield l ike rav ish ing herds, 
backs str iding upfie ld as if steroid 
implanted. Cardiff were on the rack, after 
a dart ing r u n , M ike A n d e r s o n went over 
for a try. Ho r r ah ! 

The convers ion went w ide and this was 
to be the last significant event of the 
game. After efforts in the dy ing moments 
IC went d o w n by on ly 3 points. IC 7, 
Cardiff 10. 
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Societies 

Badmington 
The U A U Badmin t on chal lenge r ound 
brought m i x e d results for the IC team. 
The ladies p lay ing away to Leeds were 
up against a side consist ing of U A U 
indiv iduals , singles and doubles titles 
holders. The 9-0 beat ing was 
disappoint ing and 1 felt we could have 
ga ined a few points to make the score 
more respectable. 

The men's 1st team had their problems 
facing Southampton. W i t h our best p layer 
injured (Simon) the task became more 
difficult. The m a t c h was evens right unt i l 
the last game at 4-4. W e we re not let 
down by the U A U finalists last year 
S imon Hughes and Trevor Ke rn i ck who 
w o n their game to give the 1st team a 
place in the quarter finals. 

The 2nd t eam also needed this w i n 
against Not t ingham for a quarter f inal 
place. W e came out victors in the same 
stage last year and this year the task 
seemed easier. IC beat Not t ingham in the 
m i n i m u m number of games possible 5-0. 
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Fencing 
Congratulat ions to Dave Hat ton and Mark 
Francis who have ma inta ined their 
unbeaten run . Keep it up. The final score 
7- 2 was a good per formane and w i l l have 
to be ma in ta ined when bo th the 1st and 
2nd team p lay Loughborough next week. 

Hav ing come second in their round-
rob in group, IC ladies team d id not 
automat ica l ly quali fy into the next round . 
IC ladies needed to beat U C L in the play­
offs to advance into the next round. The 
atmosphere was tense w i th bo th teams 
want ing this w i n desperately to prevent 
an ear ly end to the U A U season. 

IC started we l l w i th the three pairs 
outp lay ing their counterparts w i th relat ive 
ease. The ma t ch was over in the next 
two games w h e n the IC ladies m o v e d to 
an unbeatable 5-0 lead. U C L managed to 
c l inch one back mak ing the f inal score 
8- 1 to IC. 

The match was w o n conv inc ing ly but it 
certa inly won't be easy next t ime be ing 
drawn away to Leeds. 

Football 
IC 4ths - 6 King's 5ths - 1 

In their biggest w i n of the season, the 
4ths crushed an average opposi t ion unt i l 
their buttons popped. IC surged forward 
as one, apart f rom Si Turne r that is, w h o 
was obv ious ly a little confused after 
scor ing a 30 ya rd rocket. Eyes g lazed and 
adrena l in f lowing, he was solely intent on 
repeat ing his ear l ier per formances, but 
perhaps should have a imed at the other 
goal , as his overhi t backpass 
unexpected ly left the half-time score at 
1-1. 

After the in t roduc ion of their sub John 
Dunstan, IC began to assert their 
super ior i ty . J o n Mottashed scored w i th an 
excel lent near-post header and then Gary 
Mahoney d isp layed good f inishing w i th 
two quick b r eakaway goals. Not deterred 
by cer ta in midf ie lders suddenly 
b reakdanc ing in the m u d due to c ramp, 
the 4ths f inished off the game w i th 
another header from Jon and the f inal 
goal f rom Gary to complete an easy hat-
tr ick. A f inal w o r d form the 4ths team 
players to their captain (who was out 
through injury)—break a leg!! 



hi 
LETTERS 

Scribblers' Corner. 
Moan, Moan, Moan What's On 

A N UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS. 

FRIDAY 
Hang Gliding 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Come and find out 
about weekend training. Weekly meeting. 
Yacht Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Huxley 413. 
Rag Meeting 12.40pm 
Union Lounge. 
Huxley Soc Bookstall l.OOpm 

JCR. 
Friday Prayers l.OOpm 
Southside Gym. See Islamic Society. 
Kung Fu 4.30pm 
Union Gym. 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 5.00pm 

413 Maths. 
Yoga 5.30pm 
Southside 
Christian Union Meeting 6.00pm 
308 Computing. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Fencing Club Training 6.40pm 
Club training. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and join in. 
Southside Disco 8.30pm 
Southside Bar. 

SATURDAY 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in Southside Gym. 

SUNDAY 
Sunday Service 10.00am 
Anteroom Sherfield Building. See West London 
Chaplaincy. 
Catholic Chaplaincy Mass 11.00am 
53 Cromwell Road. 
Wargames l.OOpm 
UDH. A l l welcome. 
Yoga 10.30am 
Southside Gym. 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in the Union Gym. 
Catholic Mass 6.00pm 
53 Cromwell Road, followed by supper. 

MONDAY 
RockSoc Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Al l abnormalities 
welcome. 
Basketball Club 5.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Men's Team. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Rock 'n' Roll Lessons 6.00pm 
JCR. Intermediate. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 

Dear Mr Felix Editor, 
W h y , oh why , oh why? 
W h y one: I thought that 

correspondence 'battles' had been banned 
f rom F E L I X (due to previous experiences), 
so w h y the ' A t h e n a vs E l -Kho l y ' 
exchange? 

W h y two: W h y do you insist on wr i t ing 
about the CNS broadcast ing network? 
W h o are they? I've heard of C N N and 
C B S — o r does F E L I X have some sort of 
scoop regard ing the merger of the two 
aforement ioned networks? (Same mistake 
in Issue 889 stop press, w h i c h turned out 
to be incorrect about the chemica l 
warhead statement anyway. ) 

W h y three: I read the art ic le about the 
recent re furbishment of the Un i on Cafe 
and Games R o o m , w i th Shanley 's 
comment that 'it's go ing rea l ly wel l ' . 
What justif ication is there for this: 

-the p inbal l mach ine (if it can be ca l led 
that) is real ly shite and there is on ly one 
machine , p inba l l was quite popular last 
year as I recal l , and this 'new ' mach ine is 
nowhere near the same ca l ibre as the 
replaced machines; 

-the r emova l of the table football 
wou ld , I imagine, annoy some people, 
a l though the poo l table rep lacement 
wou ld admittedly satisfy others... 

-...but how can someone play poo l in 
that r oom w h e n shots are l imi ted due to 
the fact that the v ideo machines obstruct 
play; 

-these machines do not appear to be as 

popular as the Gaunt l e t/OutRun/Hero 
Turt le etc mach ines (although I suppose 
on ly t ime w i l l tell); 

-the carpet is jol ly nice though, and I'm 
sure w i l l be easy to c lean w h e n people 
spi l l their pints/guts, or drop fag ash etc 
on it. 

So, W H Y ! ! 
Yours, 
C Maury (1SE II). 

Why one: Sorry, they've never had a 
blanket ban. Specific 'battles' have been 
banned in the past, but only if it was felt 
that they were becoming boring and/or 
lapsing into personal insults. So tough. 
(Besides, it's not just Ath vs El-Kholy...) 

Why two: The mysterious 'CNS' is my 
fault, caused by stress- related mental 
regression (as well as just being thick). 
And by the way, all the information 
contained in the 'Stop Press' was taken 
from the BBC world service, and the 
quotes used were actual quotes from 
reporters at the scene. It was pointed out 
that the Pentagon denied any reports of 
chemical weapons ten minutes after the 
statement which was quoted in the article. 
But why do you believe them? 

Why three: You really should tell Ben 
Turner this, not us. But the machines are 
much more modern, I played pool the 
other day with no problems from the 
machines, and the pinball is being 
changed. 

A l i e n Sex Fiend 

God's Right Hand 
D e a r Athena, 

In the last edit ion of F E L I X y o u 
expressed a desire for a rep ly f rom so-
cal led 'e ternal life' re l ig ions (point 5). 

A s a 'born again ' Chr is t ian (is there any 
other kind?) I can pass on to y o u what 
G o d has g iven to the wo r l d in the Bible 
and pray that its t ruth cuts deep into the 
hearts of people who real ly desire to 
k n o w how to f i l l the emptyness inside 
them. 

God's way to heaven and eternal life is 
not by be ing a real ly nice person only . In 
Ephesians 2 v v8 & 9 we read: 

'For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through fa i th—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by 
works , so that no one can boast.' 

What 's this guy on about, you ask? 
Fa i th in what? Romans 3v22: 

'This righteousness from G o d comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to a l l who 
believe...for a l l have s inned and fall short 
of the glory of G o d and are justified 
freely by his grace through the 
redempt ion that came by Christ Jesus.' 

So w h y is this Jesus b l oke any th ing 
special? John 14v9: 

' Anyone w h o has seen me has seen the 
Father. ' John 14v6: 'Jesus answered, T am 
the way , the t ruth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. ' 
In other words, we 're guilty of 
disobedience of God's instructions (sin) 
and that separates us from H i m , however 
had we tr ied to pu l l ourselves out of this 
hole we 've dug for ourselves. But then 
He gives us a way out! He sends His on ly 
son, Jesus Christ , into h u m a n existence 
and be ing G o d and perfect in every way 
He is the on ly way that the penalty for 
our d isobedience can be pa id for us, by 
sacri f ic ing himself and be ing cut-off f rom 
the Father, ca r ry ing the weight of our 
sins. But, th rough this act, Jesus has 
conquered death, r is ing on the th i rd day 
and showing that the k i n g d o m of G o d 
had a r r i ved a n d Satan is f ighting a lost 
battle. N o w that's what I ca l l real love! 

No longer separated but adopted into 
His family forever. Then comes those 
fantastic promises—'This righteousness...to 
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Who? Pt.2 
Dear Andy, 

The men at IC think they 've got it hard 
but it al l looks pretty l imp to me. Y o u see 
A n d y , when you 've had a hard day at 
col lege and y o u fancy a couple of bevvies 
w i th the girls, you d iscover you 've got no 
money on you so y o u have to p ick up 
some poor ugly bastard (not a p rob l em at 
IC) to buy you enough dr inks to put up 
w i th the shag he expects in r e turn . 

So there he is, pissed as a newt (but not 
half as good looking) and desperate to get 
his end away so he can brag to his mates 
the next day and prove that he's not a 
closet homo after al l (which is noth ing 
compared to the laugh us girls w i l l have 
when I tell t h em how crap he was in 
bed). He's too fucking stupid to k n o w 
how to put a c ondom, so, to get it over 
and done w i th a.s.a.p. y o u give h im a 
hand. If he can get it up a n d doesn't 

Wind Up 
Dear Sir, 

Pendragon failed to answer m y quest ion 
in her reply last week. 

W h y subsidise the arts and no other 
leisure act iv i ty? 

Ano ther quite interesting point it raised 
is f rom the quote '...the on l y reason that 
big companies need subsidis ing is that too 
many people are unwi l l ing to try 
someth ing different. ' 

Quite c lear ly this means that people 
don't want to go and watch this stuff. 

cont. 
all who bel ieve ' ! A n d it's a free gift! 

The beauty of it is that once we accept 
this free gift, G o d gives us a bit of 
Himsel f for good (as a k i n d of guarantee 
of what is to come) and the Ho l y Spirit, 
w h o regenerates our be ing and hence we 
are 'born-again ' in the Spir i t . 

What 's more , the Ho l y Spir i t is a 
'counsel lor ' that teaches us, encourages us 
and empowers us as we beg in to become 
more and more l ike the people G o d 
intended us to be and then we do good 
works a n y w a y because of our life for G o d 
and our l ives start to make sense, w i th 
new hope and joy. 

I say to you A t h e n a that once that's 
sorted out, then y o u should wonde r about 
what heaven a n d hel l are l ike . 

Proverbs 19v3 says: 'A man 's o w n folly 
ruins his life yet his heart rages against 
the Lo rd . '—th ink about it! 

With my love and prayers, 
David Fernandez-Arias. 

come before he's shoved it in you 've got 
to put up w i th 10 seconds of pump ing 
a n d gr ind ing , huff ing and puff ing, before 
he pulls out and asks you if you 've come 
and falls asleep before you even lie. 

Then y o u look down at his l imp pr i ck 
w h i c h looks l ike a s l imey dwarf in a giant 
dustbin l iner and the fuck ing condom's 
burst (not surpr is ing where he was 
shov ing it - dozy bastard!). Three months 
later you find yoursel f up the twig . Y o u 
don't want to have the bastard's bastard 
but you get some loony f rom the G o d 
squad (male) te l l ing you not to get it 
sucked and he won't take ' F * * k O F F ! ' for 
an answer. 

Yes, I agree w i th you M r 'Real Man ' , 
Br i t ish standards real ly are dropping . 

A real woman. 
Mmmmm.... 

ASF 

W h y not put plays and musicals on that 
people want to watch, w h i c h are popular? 
L loyd-Webber doesn't get a subsidy yet 
he has no p rob l em in f i l l ing theatres. It is 
s imple supply and demand economics. I 
have noth ing against the arts, a l l I say is 
if they are so good then they wouldn ' t 
need a subsidy, wou ld they? 

Apar t f rom the arts, publ ic schoolboys 
and Iraqis, the other thing that pisses me 
off are Vegetar ians and Ant iv i v i sec t ion is ts . 

First ly the veggies. These bunch of 
weirdos are supposed to be healthier than 
us meat eaters. Yet have you ever seen a 
more miserable i l l l ook ing shower? These 
people are so stupid that when they eat 
vegetables they are probab ly commi t t ing 
canniba l i sm. W e l l I couldn ' t surv ive 
wi thout a meat pie or hamburger at least 
once a day. 

As for the ant iv iv isect ionists this lot 
don't give a toss about people. A l l they 
care about is animals . 

We l l I won' t use any shampoo unless I 
have a guarantee that it has been 
throroughly dr ipped into the eyes of 
some bunny wunny . By the way 
Pendragon used the w o r d bigoted (again) 
to attack me. This just goes to prove that 
m y crit ics are to or ig ina l i ty what Eth iop ia 
is to cater ing. 

Yours, 
Alan Bailey. 

Alan, how would you feel about 
participating in a public debate centering 
on the issues you have raised in the 
above and previous letters? Call us at 
Felix (3515). Oh, and by the way, have a 
look at the reply to Jonathan Barkers 
letter... 

ASF 

LETTERS 

What's On 
AN UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS. 

Rock n Roll 7.00pm 
JCR. Beginners 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and try one of the 
most physically demanding sports. 
Latin American 8.00pm 
JCR. Beginners/Improvers 

TUESDAY 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 8.30pm 

Chaplain's Office 
Riding Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Radio Modellers 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Cathsoc Mass 12.30pm 
Mech Eng 702. Followed by lunch. 
Sailing Club 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
PhotoSoc l.OOpm 
Southside Lounge. New members to join. 
Gliding Club Slide Lecture 5.30pm 
Aero 266. 'Soaring in the Alps'. 
Radio Modellers 5.30pm 
Student training workshop, Mech Eng. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Amenesty International 5.30pm 
Clubs Committee Room. Weekly meeting. 
Wine Tasting Soc 6.00pm 
Union Lounge. Weekly meeting. Everyone 
welcome 
Social Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. Beginners. 
Yoga 8.00pm 
Southside. 
Canoe Club 6 . 1 5 p m 
Beit Quad store or 8.30pm in Southside Upper 
Lounge. 
Judo 6.30pm 

Union Gym. 
Latin American 7.00pm 
JCR. Bronze Medal Class. 
Yoga 8.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Cricket Nets 9.00pm 
Lords. Meet at 7.45pm in Mech Eng Foyer. 
Must bring whites. 

WEDNESDAY 
Keep Fit 12.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Cycling Training l.OOpm 
Meet at Beit Arch. 
Wargames 1.00pm 
UDH. Al l welcome. 
Micro Club Meeting 1 . 1 5 p m 
Top floor NW corner Union Building. Every 
week. 
Kung Fu 1.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Diving 6.30pm 
Swimming Pool. 
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LETTERS 

What's O n 
A N UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS. 

Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Basketball Club 7.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Women's Team 
Kung Fu Club 7.30pm 
Union Gym. Wu Shu Kwan. 

THURSDAY 
Fencing Training 11.30am 
Intermediate & advanced coaching. 
Balloon Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
YHA Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Postgrad Lunch 12.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Princes Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Fencing Training 12.30pm 
Beginners Training. 
Third World First 12.45pm 
Mech Eng 542. 'Arms and Debt'. 
Fencing Training 1.30pm 
General. 
Huxley Soc Meeting 1.00pm 
Huxley 340. 'Education and Christian Worship'. 
Speaker: John White. 
Gliding Club Meeting 1.00pm 
Aero 266. Come and arrange a trial flight. A l l 
newcomers welcome. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym 
Midweek Service J>.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Prince's Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Social Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. Intermediate. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Social Ballroom 7.00pm 
JCR. Beginners. 
FilmSoc Film 7.30pm 
The Meaning of Life. Mech Eng 220. 
Latin American A.OOpm 
JCR. Gold medal class. 
Southside Disco 8.30pm 
Southside Bar. 
1CCAG Soup Run 9.15pm 
Meet Weeks Hall Basement to take food to 
London's homeless. 

FOR SALE & WANTED 
• FOR SALE: Saunders Jetpacket plus Tent. 2 
years old, excellent condition, weighs about 
31bs, suit 1/2 people. Contact Jim Tinnion on 
071-732 6238. £90 ono. 
• GUITAR for sale: £40, Hohner Steel Stringed 
Acoustic. Phone Andy on ext 94803. 

PERSONAL 
• THE O R G A S M al l night party at H i l l 
V i e w Fa rm , tonight, 9pm. Be there or be 
spanked senseless w i th a wet herr ing. 
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Not Again... 
Dear Andy, 

Okay , so I feel chal lenged (or 
provoked?) to put pen to paper in 
response to the second half of Athena 's 
letter (who is A t h e n a anyway? Doesn't 
(s)he have the courage to admit to 
his/her o w n views?) and more specif ical ly 
to the rantings against the 'God Squad 
Guys ' who wrote against abort ion. I 
wou ld l ike to put the record straight, and 

' say that it isn't just 'guys' who are against 
abort ion, I am one of m a n y w o m e n w h o 
also bel ieve that abort ion is murder and 
hence very w rong . 

'But what w o u l d you do if you got 
pregnant? ' I hear y o u ask. M y answer is 
that you don't even have to run the 
slightest risk of getting pregnant before 
you are ready. A n d that's w i thout using 
contracept ives or be ing fr igid. Society has 
reduced the va lue of sex. It's fashionable 
and almost expected of y o u to sleep w i th 
someone (or even several people), in fact, 
if you 're stil l a v i rg in , people begin to 
wonder what planet you ' ve come f rom. 
Sex has even been reduced to be used as 
an abusive swear wo rd . Where ' s the 
respect gone for one of life's greatest 
pleasures? It's too easy to 'get laid ' , and 
then it's too easy to dispose of the 
'evidence' . Y o u k n o w the say ing , 'easy 
come, easy go'. 

But I be l ieve that God has created each 
one of us and so, fo l lowing through w i th 
that argument, I bel ieve that it is His w i l l 
if a t iny sperm impregnates a t iny egg, 

Who? Part 3 
Dear Andy, 

Concern ing 'A Real M a n ' art ic le Issue 
889. 

Phoarr ! Give h im to me, the man of my 
dreams: A Real M a n ! I mean come on 
girlies, we 'd al l love a quick shag w i th an 
IC pisshead, especial ly w h e n he says he 
loves you ! 

Y o u get the scenario; a generous five 
seconds of foreplay and he's desperately 
t ry ing to get into your kn ickers . 'I love 
you ' , he dribbles into your ear and of 
course y o u wou ld bel ieve h im ! 
Meanwhi l e , your prev iously immovab le 
501 buttons myster ious ly come undone. 

Y o u wou ld have no hassle w i th me 
w h e n it comes to putt ing rubber socks on 
your knob. I'd never consider 
inconven ienc ing a Real M a n w i th the 
burden of a c ondom, he must be hung 
l ike a donkey if he splits condoms, 
afterall they wouldn ' t split for any other 
reason wou ld they? 

A n d it's okay , you wouldn ' t catch any 
nasty diseases f rom me lovey, the last 23 
guys I've bonked swore they were clean 
(clean wil l ies, hair...?) and of course I 
be l ieved them. (Well I am an easy, dopey 
b i tch after al l a n d m y sincere apologies, 
l iberated as well!). 

starting up the reproduct ive course. This 
means that every baby that is conce ived, 
God has created, so w h o are we to take 
away their l ives. 

Then there's the argument of 'what if 
you ' re raped?'. M y answer is that, if on ly 
we ask H i m , G o d w i l l give us the courage 
to go through w i th the b i r th , and then, if 
necessary, offer h im/her up for adopt ion. 
T w o wrongs don't make a right. It is far 
easier to l ive w i th nine months of shame, 
and be able to hand over a beautiful 
l i v ing baby, than to hand over a dead 
one and l ive w i t h years of guilt and 
shame. 

I k n o w that m a n y w o m e n don't have 
the faith (and courage?) that I have, and 
so I am not preach ing co ld heartedly at 
them, to make them change their v iews. 
But I am concerned that somet imes they 
are offered no alternative to abort ion. I 
have heard of several inc idences where 
w o m e n have gone to the health centre 
here in Col lege and have been counsel led 
on ly for abor t ion w i th no offer of help or 
advice to pursue the alternatives. Then 
after their abort ions, they have been 
abandoned by the NHS. L eav ing some 
ve ry desperate and emot iona l l y 
vu lnerab le w o m e n to search for help and 
support f rom people l ike the Samaratans 
or the church . So m u c h for respect ing 
w o m e n and their rights, eh? 

Yours, 
Carrie Miller, Mech Eng 2. 

I'm not ve ry fashion conscious either, 
so you ' re in luck because I'm on the p i l l , 
but you ' l l have to excuse the fact I'm 
three stone overweight , frequently 
nauseous, jaundiced and t i red al l the t ime 
because I haven't found a pi l l m y body 
can handle yet. 

So what about it Real M a n , why don't 
you and me get together, y o u can use me 
and reject me in the morn ing . That is if 
you pr iv i lege me w i th a shag, we l l it's a 
man's 'God g i ven right ' to shag and I 
suppose I shou ld be thankful l for anyth ing 
I can get (i.e. a considerate pisshead, 
ove rendowed w i th ta l l ywacker and a 
wonder fu l sense of humour) . 

Yours, 
A Real Woman. 

P.S. It's strange how some people can't 
seem to understand different people don't 
find the same things amusing . Surpris ingly 
enough opinions differ and who 's to say 
who's wrong . A f tera l l some people found 
the Real M a n letter funny, some people 
found it offensive and I found the man of 
my dreams!! 

Err... Deja vu? 
ASF 



F I N A N C I A L A N D B U S I N E S S C O N S U L T A N C Y 

Financial Consulting Services (FCS) is one of the fastest growing areas of Arthur Andersen. It provides 
advice on a range of strategic and operational issues that adds value to clients' businesses and facilitates 
their growth. 

Trainee Consultants joining the group perform data research and analysis within multidisciplinary FCS 
teams on a variety of assignments for major companies in the UK and overseas. Thorough in-house 
training is given in a wide range of business skills and the opportunity exists to be sponsored to study for 
an MBA at a top business school after two years with the Firm. 

Limited vacancies exist for outstanding graduates to join FCS in October 1991. 

Further information will be available at a presentation on:-

Wednesday 6 February 1991 

at 6.00 p.m. 

at 1 Surrey Street, London 

or from Gillian Jones, Arthur Andersen and Co., 1 Surrey Street, London WC2 

Interviews will be conducted on Thursday 7 February 1991. 

Brochures and application forms are available from your Careers Service. 

A r t h u r 
A n d e r s e n 

A R T H U R A N D E R S E N & C O . , S.C. 

F i a ti ii c in I 

Co ii s it I i i ng 

Scrviccs 

Jean-Francoise Lucas (Physics 1987-90) explains how he chose his career and how his 
work has developed in his first year of life after IC. 

Where John Cleese Went Wrong 
Probably for many of you the t ime has 
come to make the biggest decis ion of 
your life. The question is what career do 
y o u want to throw yoursel f into now that 
y o u have f inished your degree? 

I was in that same pos i t ion about 12 
months ago, undec ided as to whether to 
go into Marke t ing or into the popular and 
demand ing area of Accoun tancy . In the 
end, I chose Ac coun tancy a n d the chance 
to acquire one of the premier business 
quali f ications, the internat ional ly 
recognised Char te red Ac coun tancy 
qual i f icat ion. 

Of course, hav ing made that decis ion, I 
was faced w i th ano the r—wh i ch f irm d id I 
want to join? The var ious recrui tment 
brochures and articles were an important 
source of in format ion to help w i th this, 
but by far the most persuading ev idence 
was what I l earned by meet ing and 
ta lk ing to people a l ready w o r k i n g w i th 
the var ious f irms, and it was on that basis 
that I chose A r t h u r Ande r s en . 

internat ional ly , A r thu r Ande r s en is one 
of the largest firms of accountants, tax 
and law consultants in the wor ld . It is a 
young f i rm, staffed by y o u n g people, and 
it prides itself on w o r k i n g hard to achieve 
its objectives in every area of its business. 

Y o u should r emember that there are 
many different special isations w iht in 
accountancy at A r thu r Ande r s en . A n 
important tip before m a k i n g your decision 
is to analyse careful ly the pro's and con's 
of each one. I chose the Tax Consul tancy 
d iv is ion. 

Ac tua l l y , the name 'Tax Consul tancy ' 
probably doesn't do justice to the range 
of areas covered . As an example , my 
group has just f inished adv is ing on the 
leveraged buy-out of an internat ional 
consumer product group. As we l l as 
advis ing on how to structure the deal so 
that the most favourable tax posit ion was 
ach ieved in the 19 different countries 
where the group operates, we were 
invo l ved in dec id ing w h i c h currencies the 
senior and mezzan ine f inance should be 
bo r rowed in , how to remit b locked funds 
to Europe f rom Lat in A m e r i c a n and A s i a n 
countries, negot iat ing the terms of the 
sale and purchase contracts w i th the 
seller, and a whole range of other legal 
questions, Monopo l i es Commiss ion issues 
and general business decisions. There is 
no doubt that be ing part of the Ar ther 
Andersen team on a deal l ike that is a 
very quick w a y to learn how 
internat ional business operates. 

It d id not surprise me m u c h to learn 
that the job invo lves a lot of hard w o r k 
and commi tment , but in re turn I have 
been invo l v ed in a range of st imulat ing 
assignments a n d have had the 
opportuni ty to travel abroad and w o r k 
wi th col leagues from al l a r ound the 
wor ld . A lot of early responsibi l i ty has 
been g iven to me matched by in-house 
tra in ing on how to handle that 
responsibi l i ty . 

There is also a we l l def ined career 
structure, so that I k n o w where I can 
expect to be in the years ahead prov ided 
that I keep up my efforts—indeed, there 
are quite a few Imperial graduates w h o m 
I work w i th here who have been 
promoted to manager and have increased 
their start ing salaries f ivefold w i th in 4 or 
5 years of l eav ing Imperial . 

Hopeful ly this w i l l give y o u a clearer 
picture of what accountancy can offer 
y o u and what A r thu r Ande r s en is a l l 
about. Don' t get me wrong it's not al l 
about just wo rk . In the office everybody 
has a very professional attitude but w h e n 
the social life starts...well...I ' ll leave that 
up to you to f ind out!! 
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St 
FELIX 

Pendragon presents. 

F i l m w o r d 
This week's quick crossword is all about films. 
So put yourself in Barry Norman's shoes and 
give it a go. And why not? 

ACROSS 
I. D o l p h Lundgren 's Marve l l ous 
per formance. (8) 
6. B i g f i lm, b ig rev iew, little jap subtitles. 
(5) 
7. What you ' l l want to if the film's bad. 
(4,3) 
8. Dolph 's Car toon M a n . (2) 
9. Eve ryone out? Then you ' re l ike Kev in ! 
(4,5) 
I I . Sound and Sight (1,1,) 

Abbrev ia t ed Exp los ive (1,1,1) 
ICU deputy president, or just Ghandi? 

12 
15 
(3) 
17 
18 

Luke 's Nemesis Star! (5) 
Farenheight 451. Mania? (4) 

19. War r en a n d Dust in have an A r a b i a n 
disaster. (6) 
20. F r ench wo r l d , l ack ing in pity? (5) 
21. Cruise shoots! H o w high? (3) 
23. They just l ove it... (3) 
25. The first sequel , but not to the Hor ro r 
Picture Show. (5,3) 

D O W N 
1. Princess Leia 's Missives. Reached her 
l imit , perhaps? (9) 
2. Where 4 Do.wn flew. (2, 4) 
3. Dennis on the Hot spot. W i l l he 
Catchfire? (6) 
4. First half of Mel 's C IA U S A air l ine. (3) 
5. It could happen to you ! (10) 
6. H i g h t ime for a gunfight. (2,4) 
10. Spie lberg 'phones home! (2) 
13. B r a n d O'Godfather? (6) 
14. K i l l e r P lay D o l l - w h o s e ? (6) 
16. Into the c inema. . (5) 
18. R i chard Gere's type of w o m a n . (5) 
20. Monkey ' s prob lem. (3) 
22. Abbrev i a t ed Great Escapers (1,1,1) 
24. James ' E v i l Doctor . (2) 

MOBILE SCUb 

LMNCHEfl 

Last Week's 
Answers : 
Across 
l.Scud, 6.Artillery, 8.Flak, 
12.Vie, 13. Help, 14.Cruise, 
16.Table, 17.Toe, 18.Decline, 
19. At, 21.1srael, 22.Geneva, 
25.Rot, 26.Achilles. 

Down 
1.Surf ace to Air, 2.Dark, 3.Oil, 
4.Ale, 5.Grave, 7.Retreat, 
9. Abuse, 10.Chemical, 11.Old, 
15.Ta, 16.Tankers, 18.Death, 
20. Bets, 23.No, 24.Aid. 
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Edi to r i a l 
Ano the r week, and I'm almost beg inning 
to get used to this. The hardest part (no, 
I'm not go ing to use the same joke I've 
used for the last two weeks) is dec id ing 
how to start. Once that's ove r wi th , it's 
easy. So, here we go... 

VICTORY!! ! (Provisionally) 
Yes, it looks l ike we 've done it! In an 
uncharacter ist ic burst of sanity the 
W o r k i n g Party on the Col lege Day have 
dec ided that the ' jolly sensible real ly ' 
proposals to alter the length of the day 
weren' t quite so sensible after a l l . 
A c c o r d i n g to E l Presidente (Shan), the 
decis ion was apparent ly made due to the 
'...strength of student op in ion. . . ' and that 
the departments of Col lege (not just 
academic ones) w h i c h had been keen on 
the idea hadn't justified w h y they were. 
(Interesting, eh?). 

The W o r k i n g Party report to the Boa rd 
of Studies, and are thus draft ing a paper 
w h i c h contains their f indings (apparently 
there were some) and a list of the pros 
and cons associated w i th the proposals. 
Shan to ld me the list of cons wou ld be, 
we l l , rather long , to say the least, w h i c h I 
must say comes as a huge surprise to 
me... 

Unfortunate ly , the next meet ing of the 
BoS is too soon for the paper to have 
been completed , so a letter w i l l be sent in 
the inter im, express ing the W o r k i n g 
Parties v i ew that 'We strongly 
r e c o m m e n d that no changes are made to 
the Col lege day for the foreseeable 
future.'. This w i l l be fo l lowed b y the 
paper at the first meet ing nex t term. 

A l l is not sunshine and roses in happy 
bunny land, however . The W o r k i n g 
Party, be ing a committee, has no power 
in itself: It acts as an adv isor to the BoS. 
The BoS, though, has no power either 
(it's a committee) , so it advises His 
Rectorness. H e then makes the decis ion, 
as He's got power (He's the Rector, y o u 
see). 

Right, what this means is that at any 
stage a long the way the adv ice of the 
W o r k i n g Party could be ignored. Aren ' t 
bureaucrac ies a good idea. O f course, this 
wou ld be s l ight ly more m a d than M a d 
Jack M c M a d , w inner of last years 
Maddest M a n in Br i ta in compet i t ion . But... 

A l so , the Col lege 's interpretat ion of the 
phrase '...for the foreseeable future.' is 
about three years, w h i c h as a pure 
co inc idence happens to be just enough 
t ime for most of the current student 
populat ion to have left. The words 
'sneaky' , 'c lever ' , and 'sly' , wh i l e be ing on 
m y m i n d at the moment , have no bear ing 
on m y op in ion of this. Honest . 

But, a l l that aside, it's st i l l a v ic tory for 
us as students. It shows that if we can 
rise above the rab id apathy that appears 
to be an inherent part of IC, then we can 
change things. It might also show Col lege 
that they can't do what the hel l they l ike, 

wi thout cons ider ing what w e th ink about 
it. 

Who? 
The 'Real M a n ' saga cont inues. I have 
rece ived the letter from A n g u s Fraser 
that I ment i oned last week, but 
unfortunately he c lear ly m a r k e d the 
envelope as 'conf ident ia l ' and the letter 
itself as 'Personal ' . In Eng l i sh , this means 
that it wou ld be a bit off for me to pr int 
it wi thout his permiss ion. Suffice it to say 
that it expressed, quite strongly, a s imi lar 
v i ew to that expressed in last week 's 
letters page. But tough, I sti l l stand by m y 
v iews as expressed last week. 

This week 's letters page has held these 
v iews up, especial ly m y feel ing that 
contrary to the opinions expressed in last 
week 's letters page, ie that the 'real m a n ' 
letter cou ld not 'enhance or en l i ven ' Fe l i x 
in any way , i n fact it cou ld . E.g. the two 
letters f rom ' A Real W o m a n ' , w h i c h are 
f rom two separate people, by the way. 

However , this is not what I want to talk 
about. It's just that these letters have 
brought to l ight an interest ing 
phenomena (he says, sound ing l ike a 
scientist for the first t ime in his life): H o w 
people assume the sex of a person f rom 
their op in ions. For example , most people 
have assumed that the 'Rea l M a n ' letter 
was wr i t ten b y a man. Most people w h o 
have read the 'Real W o m a n ' letters have 
assumed they were from a w o m a n . A l a n 
'my favourite person in the whole 
universe, and I rea l ly do th ink his v i ew 
points are so sensible ' Ba i l ey assumed 
that ' Pendragon ' was a w o m a n (he's a 
man - A d a m T i n w o r t h , the A r t s Editor , in 
fact). Severa l people have he ld va ry ing 
opinions as to the gender of 'A thena ' . 

Religion, God, etc 
What are these guys/gals on? Wh i l e I try 
hard to respect and unders tand the 
opinions or beliefs of others, the amount 
of letters we 've had f rom var ious 
Christ ians has taken it's to l l . 

A s far as I'm concerned, if someone 
wants to accept that by be l i ev ing in a 
semi-myth ica l figure f rom the past of the 
Middle East, then their souls w i l l be 
redeemed, that's fine by me. It gives 
people strength and hope, and al lows 
them an ex te rna l figure to turn to for 
these. A l l w e l l and good. But real ly , w h e n 
they act as if they 're b e y o n d cr i t ic ism, 
that they 're a lways right, and that 
everyone w h o doesn't bel ieve is either 

(a) W r o n g 
(b) Mis l ead 
(c) Immora l 
(d) E v i l 
(e) In need of conver t ing 

Or any combina t i on of the above, that 
it rea l ly starts to get on m y nerves. A 
belief is yours . No matter how many 
people also share your belief, it doesn't 
mean that everyone should. It also 

A 
S 

F 
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doesn't mean it's 'right'. Specif ic mora l 
judgments of ' r ight ' and 'w rong ' on ly exist 
w i th in the f ramework of a specif ic set of 
mora l values. E a c h and every person has 
their o w n set, d ictated by a huge number 
of factors. E a c h human society has its 
o w n set, in the from of bo th laws and 
'unwr i t ten rules ' . Each re l i g ion has its 
o w n set. 

This is a l l fine by me. Just don't start 
assuming that everybody should l ive by 
yours. A n d for whoevers sake, don't use 
the Bib le as if it were fact: It's just a 
book! If you be l ieve it's true, fine. But 
you can't use it as the basis of an 
argument w i th someone w h o doesn't 
bel ieve it's true, when y o u can't prove it 
is. In the same situation, y o u can't judge 
somebody by it. Some 'mora ls ' have to be 
accepted by everybody: Laws . This is 
necessary for our society to function in 
the manner w h i c h it does, and to 
mainta in it. If y o u don't agree w i th them, 
fine, but you ' l l suffer the consequences. 
Outside this, it's up to you . 

Carr ie Mi l l er : If you want to see 
abort ion as w r o n g due to y ou r rel igious 
belief, that's up to y ou . Howeve r , the fact 
is that some people w i l l not share your 
belief, and the pract ica l fact is that 
w o m e n w i l l a lways have abort ions. If 
your re l ig ion leads y o u to th ink that 
abort ion shou ld be banned , and thus that 
women who w i sh one shou ld have to go 
to a potent ia l ly unqual i f ied person and 
risk the consequences, then maybe y o u 
should re th ink your concepts of mercy 
and compass ion (which Christ ians seem 
fond to extol) . 

Dav id Fernandez-Ar ias : If A t h e n a 
wishes to quest ion your m o r a l 
f ramework, a n d y o u can't answer his/her 
questions, then don't wr i te in te l l ing 
A thena that a l l he/she has to do is 
become a Chr is t ian and he/she won' t 
wo r r y about it anymore . Please. 

So if y o u don ' t have a construct ive 
point to make (ie not 'God is real ly coo l ' 
or 'I 'm right 'cos I bel ieve ' or 'This is 
i m m o r a l because m y re l ig ion tells me so') 
I rea l ly don't want to hear about it. Sorry . 

Staff Meeting, Monday 12.30 pm 
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The Dai ly Telegraph wants 
you to give your legs to Oxfam 

E n t e r them n o w for The D a i l y Te legraph 

N U S Fun R u n and they can raise m u c h needed 

money for Oxfam's vital work to relieve poverty 

in Southern Afr ica . 

The 5 k m F u n R u n is the biggest student 

event in the U K and by taking part you w i l l be 

vot ing w i th your feet for better l iv ing and work­

ing condit ions in Front L ine Afr ica . 

Ce lebr i t i es , steel bands, compet i t i ons and 

entertainment are just part of the fun. 

There are prizes and incentives for raising 

sponsorsh ip and the star fundraiser w i l l run 

off w i t h two return tickets to N e w York f rom 

C a m p u s Trave l . H o s t s of o ther pr izes f r om 

Nat iona l Express, O u r Price and N ike . 

Where: The U n i v e r s i t y o f B i r m i n g h a m . 

When: Sunday 10 March . Entry forms and further 

details can be obta ined f rom g " Q f g g g ^ , h 

your l oca l Student U n i o n or ' 

by te lephoning the F u n R u n 

office on the f o l l ow ing n u m ­

ber 0865 311 311. 





RUN TO RAISE MONEY FOR FRONT LINE AFRICA 

o r Gv©ry^student w h o 

C H I L D R E N IN THE 
FRONT LINE 



or the second year running 
The Daily Telegraph NUS Fun Run 
for Oxfam will take place at 
Birmingham University on Sunday 
10th March. By taking part, you 
are joining people all over the world 
who are working for fairer and 
better conditions of life. 

This year promises to be even 
bigger and better with more 
celebrities, more entertainments 
and even more fun. 

PRIZES AND INCENTIVES 

PRIZES for Star Fundraisers 

• Two return tickets to New York 
• Two Eurotrain tickets 
• A weekend in Paris for two 
All from Campus Travel 

INCENTIVES for raising 
sponsorship. The more you collect, 
the more you win. For example: 
• £25 a Mug 
• £50 an Our Price voucher 
• £75 a Nike Rucksack 
• £100 National Express Tickets 

0X/630/WW/90 

I NATIONAL E X P R E S S 

l t .MM.I .»IM?lEXPRESS>» 

l U R P R I C E 

B r i t a i n ' s B i g g e s t S t u d e n t 
F u n d r a i s i n g E v e n t 

GETTING THERE 

Birmingham University is easy to get 
to and most Student Unions will be 
arranging transport. Check with your 
Fun Run Organiser to see if yours is. 
If not, there's a regular train service 

• The Daily Telegraph NUS 
10k BSSF men's race 

• The Daily Telegraph 
NUS 5k BSSF women's 
race 

• It's a knockout 

• Inter-College 
competitions 

• Steel Bands 

• Entertainments 

• Celebrities 

• Fairground attractions 

• Food 

running to the University's own station 
(via New Street Birmingham) and 
National Express coaches also run to 
Birmingham. Special car parking 
areas will be provided. 

Any q u e r i e s p lease c o n t a c t : 
Fun Run O f f i c e on (0865) 3 1 1 3 1 1 

E N T R Y F O R M 

To enter The Daily Telegraph NUS Fun Run, on 
Sunday March 10th 1991, fill in this form and 
return it with a cheque for £5 made out to 
Oxfam, to your campus organiser, or send it 
to: Fun Run Office, Oxfam, Freepost, 274 
Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 7BR. We will 
send you an entrant's pack containing the 
Fun Run T-shirt, full details of the event, 
running number, and sponsorship form. 

NAME 

DATE OF BIRTH 

COLLEGE 

COURSE 

TERM ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

PERMANENT ADDRESS (if different 
from above) 

POSTCODE 

and If you're in a team 
TEAM NAME 

How did you hear about the Fun Run? 

POSTER 

WORD OF MOUTH 

STUDENT PRESS AD. 

To enter the BSSF Races phone BSSF on 
021 766 8899. 


