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Bar Brawl 
A m a n was arrested at the Ents Disco last 
Fr iday , the 11th of January . There had 
been a bar extens ion unt i l 1.00am and 
the disco was due to f inish at 2.00am. 
U n i o n Deputy President Ben jamin Turner 
said 'The bu i ld ing was absolutely packed ' . 

M r Turner was c lear ing up in the 
Lounge Bar at a round 1.20am when a 
Un i on life m e m b e r brought to his 
attention a co l oured gent leman who was 
harassing girls and fo l lowing them 
around. The gent leman, about 5' 10" and 
aged between 25 and 30, was asked for 
his Un i on card but he rep l ied 'I 'm not a 
student here. ' He was then escorted into 
the quad w i th assistance of other Un i on 
members . 

A t this point the man became vio lent . 
Witnesses at the scene sa id '...he went 
mad ! ' and 'He was total ly fucking loopy! ' . 
He began f la i l ing his arms w i ld l y and 
screaming a n d appeared to be either 
excessive ly d runk or under the inf luence 
of drugs. He refused to be ca lmed d o w n 
and so was car r i ed out of the quad. 

Reenter ing the Un i on , he assaulted 
three Un i on members w h o d i d not 
retal iate. The injuries rece ived inc luded 
one b lack eye, two split lips and a b roken 
tooth. A s a result of these assaults the 
Pol ice were ca l l ed who p rompt l y 
r emoved the man . He has been charged 
w i th gr ievous bodi ly ha rm . 

College Break-ins 
T w o break- ins occured dur ing the past 
week. O n Sunday , two storage rooms 
were forced open be low L ins tead but 
no th ing was taken. One door was 
r emoved f rom it's hinges, the other 
b roken . 

A l a n Larsen , Southside B a r Steward , 
said that the rooms lie off the bar's empty 
keg store and that he thought that the 
burglars assumed that the rooms he ld 
Southside's spir it store. T h e rooms 
actual ly conta in furniture. 

The basement of 12/13 Pr inces Gardens 
was b roken into on Wednesday night. 
The Office of the Kens ington Fr iends of 
Overseas Students were entered but the 
on ly equipment taken was £700 wor th of 
tools be long ing to a contractor . This 
inc luded a pneumat ic dr i l l its transformer. 

The contractor , w h o had on ly a r r i ved 
the previous day, had had equipment 
stolen in the same manne r the prev ious 
t ime they had w o r k e d at Imperial , before 
Christmas. 

Security 
Roundup 
There have been several wa lk - in thefts 
a round col lege. A hold- a l l , cheque book 
and cards were stolen from the k i tchen 
area of the Southside basement and 
another theft o ccured on the s ix th floor 
of M e c h Eng . 

T w o more bikes have been stolen. 
These were left outside the Science 
Museum L ib ra ry using chains rather than 
D-locks. Please, take note: chains are 
N O T secure. Securi ty are not ing an 
average of one c r ime per day so look 
after your belongings. 

A new trend is emerg ing, that of car 
break-ins. A car outside the Chemistry 
bu i ld ing was b r o k e n into ove r the 
weekend , though the owner foi led the 
attempt to r emove the radio . Th is makes 
five cars in a month . 

Due to the current s i tuat ion in the Gulf, 
students are asked to be v ig i lant for 
suspicious bags or people. Posters w i l l be 
put a round Col lege ask ing whether y o u 
have let a ccommoda t i on for cash or so ld 
a veh ic le for cash. If y o u have any 
suspicions y o u are asked to phone the 
Anti- terror ist b r a n c h on 0800 789321. A l l 
calls are conf ident ia l . 

World Leaders 
in Student Travel 

• Low Cost Flights on Quality 
Airlines 

• Special Fares for Students 
© Weekend Breaks, Tours & 

Group Bookings 

Well Travelled Staff to 
Guide You 
Over 100 Offices 
Worldwide 

U L U T r a v e l 
Imperial College 
Sherfield Building 
London S W 7 E3 IS 

ULU TRAVEL 

STOP PRESS 
At approximately 12.25 am our time, on Fr iday the 11th 
January, Iraq launched a missile attack on Israel. 
Although at this time (1.05 am) the details are not clear, 
Amer ican Military sources report the launch of at least 
five SCUD missiles, the type most l ikely to be used in a 
chemical attack. These were launched from mobile 
launchers, despite the UN forces attempt to destroy all of 
the SCUD launchers with air attacks. 

A i r - ra id sirens were sounded in Jerusalem, and there 
are three confirmed hits on Te l Av iv . The other missiles 
have hit population centres to the south of Te l Av iv . A 
CNS reporter in Te l A v i v reported at least seven or eight 
explosions within the city. 

At 1.30 am it was confirmed that at least one of the 
missiles delivered a chemical warhead containing nerve 
gas. Israeli authorities have issued instructions to their 
people to don gas masks and stay inside sealed rooms. 
Israeli hospitals have already taken in casualties from 
nerve gas. Soon after the Pentagon denied this. 

Israel was apparently well prepared. Gas masks and 
shelters have been distributed, and the populace have 
been instructed in the procedures for their use. 

A n Israeli spokesman at the Pentagon felt that the 
reaction of Israeli people would be to launch '...an attack 
very soon, possibly within the nex t few hours ' . He also 
stated that it is l ikely the attack would be '...massive...' 
Another spokesman speaking from Israel said 'This could 
signal the end of President Hussein within 24 hours'. 
American statements indicate that they expect a response 
to occur. Whether or not this has already happened was 
not said. Concern was expressed as to the magnitude of 
the response, and whether it would be '...justifiable...'. 



Security 
n i l 

at Imperial M l 
Statement by Benjamin Turner, Union Deputy President, on 
behalf of Imperial College Union 

Statement by Valerie Straw, 
Facilities Manager, on behalf 
of Imperial College 

'The Security Forces have g iven the 
College reason to believe that there is no 
cause for concern about the nature of the 
people or mater ia l in the Iraqi Embassy 
or the surrounding area. The police 
presence around the Embassy has 
reverted to the normal levels that would 
be expected in the present polit ical 
climate. They are there for the protection 
of the Embassy staff and in case of 
possible demonstrations. 

There is no reason whatever why the 
activities of the College should not carry 
on as normal . ' 

Many students may have heard various 
rumours concerning the Iraqi Embassy on 
Queensgate. 

New.Scot land Y a r d have conf irmed that 
N O N E of these rumours are substantiated. 

The most popular rumour is that large 
quantities of nerve gas are stored in the 
basement of the Embassy. This rumour 
was initiated by a poorly researched 
article in the Daily Star, some two 
months ago, and is unfounded. 

Without referring to statements from 
authorities, various responsible people 
within departments, notably Chemistry, 
Electr ical Engineer ing, Mechanica l 

Engineer ing and Geology, have been 
announcing to lecture theatres full of 
students that the rumours are correct. 
They are often advising students not to 
come into College. 

Clearly, there is no College pol icy that 
students should not come onto campus. If 
such a po l icy had been necessary, it 
would undoubtedly have originated from 
specific instructions from the Security 
authorities to the Rector, and students 
would have been advised of this pol icy 
without delay. 

I advise the students of Imperial College 
to ignore such scaremonger ing. 

Swimming Pool Off Colour St Mary's Beds 
Imperial's sw imming pool was closed on 
Wednesday morn ing due to discoloured 
water. A n official at the sports centre said 
that chemica l levels in the pool were 
normal and were not unsafe. He added 
that the pool still had to be closed for 
safety reasons since the bot tom could not 
be seen. 

The Sports Centre was part ly closed on 
Monday whilst lockers were replaced in 
the changing room. The new lockers 
require lOp piece wh i ch is not returned. 
This has annoyed users of the centre, 
who must now pay each t ime they w ish 
to lock-unlock the lockers. The current 
annual student season ticket rate is £12: 
regular users may now have to pay more 
than £12 extra per year just for the 
privilege of lock ing their clothes. 

Next Wednesday, 23 January, Dr R 
Henderson, FRS, of Cambridge University 
is expected to lecture in the Physics 
department on 'Proton Pumps in Nature'. 

The detection of light in the retina of 
our eyes is a quantum process, and the 
key is a protein called rhodopsin. Dr 
Henderson w i l l ask (and answer?): how 
does this proton pump work? What is its 
structure? Is there a model? The lecture is 
in the main Physics theatre, level 3, at 
1.15pm. 

J . 

F r om Comets to Computers ' is the title of 
an inaugural lecture to be g iven by 
Professor R. Hynds next Thursday. It w i l l 
held at 5.30pm in Lecture Theatre 213 
Huxley . 

Professor Hynds, from the Computer 
Centre, w i l l be speaking on the high pace 
of change in computing technology, 
touching briefly on the ULYSSES project 
and low-energy particle experiments. 

It was rumored this week that beds at 
London medical schools, inc luding 
St.Marys, could be used for war 
casualties. Injured solders could arr ive in 
London two weeks after hostilities begin 
although students at St.Marys have not 
been informed of any p lanned use of 
beds. 

Casualties brought to London wou ld 
undergo non-emergency operations 
performed by hospital doctors rather than 
medical students. 

Bomb Scare 
A bomb scare closed South Kensington 
Underground station briefly on 
Wednesday. After an alert at 1.25pm, the 
station was closed for an hour, 
interrupting services on both lines. 

London Transport are not releasing 
details due to the current c l imate but did 
say that there had been several scares 
during the day. 

Awards 
A n d now the results for 'Research Grant 
Stakes'. This month's trophy goes to 
Professor C. Hopkins who has secured 
£454,436 over 38 months f rom the M R C 
for the 'uptake and intra-cellular 
processing of ce l l surface receptors. ' 

The 'Free-Market Economy Booby 
Prize ' for tight-fistedness goes to the 
Product ion Engineer ing & Research 
Associat ion of Great Br i ta in . They have 
awarded Professor D. West £750 over 7 
months to research 'metal-mix 
composites.' 
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Pumps, Comets 
and Computers 



St 
FELIX 

The Careers Advisers give Felix the rundown on Employers' opinions of ICStudents... 

So What Is Wrong With Us ? 
The date that is f i rmly f ixed in our diaries 
is January 16; the start of the 1991 
M i l k r o u n d . For the next eight weeks or 
so, we k n o w that 'if it's lasagne it must 
be Tuesday... ' W h y ? Because every day 
the Careers Adv i se rs take the v is i t ing 
employers to lunch in a corner of the 
SCR, and talk to them. Not on ly do we 
attempt a marke t ing job o n al l the IC 
applicants to their organisat ions: ' they 're 
bright, streetwise, ambit ious and have 
h ighly deve loped ana ly t i ca l ski l ls ' . W e say 
conf idently across the Tunchtable. ' A n d 
they 're used to w o r k i n g hard. . . ' 

But luncht ime conversat ions, l ike 
interv iews, are two way processes and 
we thought y o u might l ike to ponder on 
some of the less f lattering things 
employers sa id about people l ike y o u last 
year. Compet i t i on for sought after jobs is 
m u c h fiercer this year a n d to be 
successful y o u real ly need to plan your 
strategy careful ly—so we 've g iven a few 
pointers to he lp you get ove r the first 
in terv iew hurdle , at least. We ' v e d i v ided 
the 'quotes' up to reflect the different 
stages of the interv iew, rather than in 
order of importance . 

Some of them don't even know their 
way around the College 
Lots of M i l k r o u n d interv iews take p lace i n 
departments and not in the rooms a round 
the Careers Serv ice . If y o u f ind that y o u 
w i l l have to f ind a r o o m i n a n unfami l iar 
bu i ld ing it's w o r t h d iscover ing it's exact 
locat ion we l l before the event. Tu rn ing 
up late, and out of breath, w i l l do y o u no 
favours. 

Some candidates are so nervous it's 
impossible to find out about their 
suitability—or otherwise. 
It is ne r v ewrack ing at tending an 
important interv iew, but t ry to do 
every th ing possible to re lax beforehand. 
You ' l l give a m u c h better impress ion to 
the employer if you appear ca lm and can 
concentrate o n the exchange of questions 
and answers. Be ing fully prepared , so that 
y o u feel confident about hand l ing general 
questions about yourself , y o u r ski l ls , 
exper ience and ambit ions re lated to their 
area of employment w i l l help. Pract ice 
the sorts of things y o u may say in 
response to the obvious questions 
( including the difficult ones) either w i th a 
fr iend or on your own , safely l ocked in 
the ba throom! 

Converse ly 

Some of your students are very full of 
themselves, feel they will be doing us 
a favour if they deign to jo in us. 
W i t h ve ry few except ions, most 
employers are put off by an extravagant 
show of conf idence. Be aware of your 
abil it ies and your track records, but don't 
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push it at your interv iewer . Remember , if 
you are offered a job it w i l l be because of 
your potent ia l , rather than your past. 
Most employers v i ew graduates as v e r y 
raw (but valuable) mater ia l . 

A c o m m o n one.. 

Interviewing some of your people is 
very hard work—like getting blood 
out of a stone. 
If you don't te l l them about yourself how 
w i l l they be able to assess your 
suitabil ity? 'Yes ' or 'No ' answers won' t get 
y o u the job a n d most interv iewers w i l l 
del iberately ask y o u 'open ' questions to 
prevent you g i v ing very short replies. 
Remember that you are marke t i ng 
yourself dur ing an interv iew, bu i ld ing on 
the in format ion already p rov ided in your 
appl icat ion. T h i n k of your ' se l l ing points' , 
and consider what sort of person 
specifications your in terv iewer w i l l have 
in m i n d for the w o r k that interests y ou . 
A n d tell them w h y they shou ld be 
interested in you . 

There 's always someone who can't 
remember what he put on his 
application form. 
Don't let it be you ! A l w a y s keep a copy 
of your appl icat ion and read it through 
before the in terv iew. 

The work. . . 

It's amazing how many people apply 
for work that they know nothing 
about. 
Every year some jobs become very 
fashionable. Names l ike 'Strategy 
Consul tancy ' or 'Corporate F inance ' are 
bandied a round . Whatever y o u apply for, 
make sure that y o u understand the aims 
of the department a n d how the staff w o r k 
together to achieve targets. Do this by 
ta lk ing to people a lready established in 
simi lar jobs, b y read ing the appropriate 
trade magaz ines and nat ional press. It's 
m u c h easier to bluff in an appl icat ion 
than face to face... 

They say they're planning a career in 
our business, but they haven't 
bothered to read beyond our 
brochure... 
The in format ion avai lable to everyone in 
the Careers Office is just a starter— 
especial ly for the most compet i t i ve areas. 
Read as m u c h backg round mater ia l as 
you can find (Business and Institute 
L ibrar ies can be a wonder fu l source of 
information). Possib ly set up a file of 
useful articles a n d notes to look through 
before the interv iew. Speak to as many 
people as possible about the industry in 
general and deve lop your o w n opinions 

about how things may change over the 
next couple of years. If y o u do this, y o u 
shou ld be able to handle most questions, 
inc lud ing the awful 'In your v iew. . .how is 
this l ike ly to affect X ? ' w i t h a fair show of 
conf idence. Y o u r answers don't have to 
be right, but there has to be an obvious 
rat ionale to them. 

We look for analytical skil ls and 
expect this to stretch into personal 
awareness and career planning... 
Not every employer w i l l expect y o u to 
have f irm ideas about where y o u intend 
to be in five, or ten years t ime. But most 
w i l l expect y o u to have app l i ed some 
analysis to yourse l f—what ski l ls , 
exper ience and personal i ty y o u can 
contr ibute to their organisat ion. A careers 
adviser w i l l help y o u tackle this, if 
necessary, and there are some useful 
wo rkbooks in the Careers Serv ice to help 
you get your head in order . 

How can some of them be so out of 
touch with current affairs? 
Surprise, surprise—lots of students don't 
l isten to, or read the news—and cer ta in ly 
don't rea l ly th ink about how w o r l d events 
may affect their career cho ice . C o m i n g up 
to interv iews, it's wo r th read ing a 
'qual i ty ' paper most days—and if y o u are 
cons ider ing high f ly ing f inance or 

consultancy, then The Economist shou ld 
be inc luded o n your list a l ong w i th the 
FT. Scan the business pages for any th ing 
that invo lves your chosen employers—it 's 
deeply embarrass ing not to be aware 
that, for instance, the c o m p a n y 
in te rv i ew ing y o u is in the midst of 
merger talks, or p l ann ing major 
internat ional expans ion. 

I'm not convinced that any of them 
have really thought through the 
process of studying for professional 
exams in addition to a real job. 
This c omment—made ma in l y by 
chartered accountants, is v e r y important , 
if y o u are ser ious about ga in ing your 
chosen qual i f icat ion. Y o u r interv iewers 
w i l l expect y o u to have a p lan , be aware 
of your most effective methods of study 
and have thought about the effects the 
combinat i on of w o r k and study w i l l have 
on your leisure act iv i t ies—especia l ly team 
sports. They ' re also l ook ing for real 
mot ivat ion to achieve the qual i f icat ion. 
Ev idence shows that people w h o are not 
absolutely commi t t ed to ga in ing such 
professional status—regardless of cost— 
are m u c h more l ike ly to fai l exams, or 
drop out. The employers don't want to 
take that r isk—it ' s expens ive . 

Why do some of them feel everything 
happens in London? 
M a n y employers require considerable 
mobi l i ty dur ing t ra in ing . It's helpful to be 
open-minded and f lexible about y ou r 
preferred locat ions. 

Towards the end of interv iews y o u w i l l 
be g iven the opportuni ty to ask questions. 

We keep being asked about our 
international opportunities—they don't 
seem to realise that we can't send 
them abroad until they can make a 
real contribution. 
Ana l y t i c a l ski l ls aga in—read the brochure , 
speak to people and be ral ist ic in your 
expectat ions. Somet imes students give the 
impression that they 're app l y ing because 
of the oppor tuni ty to t rave l , rather than 
because they cou ld make a real 
contr ibut ion to the w o r k of an 
organisat ion. 

They ' re all asking about 'the 
package'—salaries, holidays, perks, 
etc. I begin to wonder if they're really 
interested in the job. 
It's wise to ho ld onto most of these 
questions unt i l you 've actual ly been 
offered the job. Often people do ing 
campus interv iews real ly don't k n o w the 
answers to these questions, and it can 
leave them feel ing that y o u weren' t 
interested enough to ask questions about 
the work y o u have appl ied to do. 
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I'm not convinced that everyone I see 
is really interested in our jobs. 
Too true. . .many of y o u w i l l be 
interv iewed for jobs that are second 
choices. Others w i l l attend ear ly 
interv iews to gain exper ience of 
answer ing questions. But if y o u are rea l ly 
interested in an organisat ion, don't be 
afraid to show it. Do your research 
thoroughly a n d th ink careful ly about the 
skil ls and exper i ence that they are 
l ook ing for, that y o u can offer. Be 
enthusiastic a n d smile ! 

Some of them ask questions that have 
already been answered elsewhere. 
Don't ask questions that have a l ready 
been answered in the brochure/v ideo , or 
at the presentat ion or even earl ier in the 
interv iew. Some candidates have 
prepared questions that they seem to 
want to ask regardless of its wo r th at this 
stage. 

Of course, most employers say very 
f lattering things about their IC 
interviewees—let 's hope y o u w i l l be one 
of them! 

G o o d luck f r om the Careers Adv isers . 
Russ Clarke 
Shiona Llewel lyn 
Bi l l Fox 

WANT TO KNOW 
MORE! 

You can contact any of 
the above advisers on 

ext 3251 
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C h i l d ' s P l a y 2 
Have y o u ever seen f i lm and not 
been able to work out if it's meant 
to be a joke? That's the p rob l em I 

had upon seeing this f i lm. T h e first two-
thirds of the f i lm are fi l led w i th scenes 
that are laughable in the extreme, but 
you ' re never sure whether or not this is 
del iberate. 

1 confess to not hav ing seen Chi lds P lay 
(although on the strength (?) of this sequel 
it's doubtful that I wil l ) , but it appears to 
have revo lved a r ound the possession of a 
toy dol l by the spirit of a psychot ic mass 
murderer w h o dabb led in voodoo as a 
side l ine. He commi t t ed this foul and ev i l 
act of subjugation in order to cheat death 
at the hands of the Pol ice (yawn). 

Surpr is ingly enough, however , the dol l 
wasn't his first choice, but the on ly body 
nearby at the t ime. Now he faces a 
prob lem; unless he transfers his spirit to a 
human soon he ' l l be t rapped forever in 
the body of the dol l (isn't it convenient 
how the laws of magic m a k e for useful 
plot devices?). 

So in the first f i lm the baddie attempts 
to take over the body of a young ch i ld , 
k i l l ing severa l people in the process (you 
can't teach a n o ld mass-murderer new 
tricks), but ends up be ing fried in some 
form of exp los ion . 

The sequel begins after the Pol ice 
invest igat ion into the murders , in w h i c h 
the ch i ld testifies as to the guilt of the 

EndGame 
I W e i r d is the best w a y to describe 
this, we i r d but interest ing. It is a 
study of a person's twi l ight years 

that can be a l l too depressing yet has 
enough humour to avo id be ing too 
mor ibund . 

The act ing is very good, w i th al l four 
characters c o m i n g across we l l , despite the 
fact that y o u on ly get f leeting gl impses of 
two of them (they're in dustbins). 

The ma in themes: life, death and not 
want ing to change from one to the other, 
are very proud ly and capab ly handled. 
The result, a p lay that captures your 
heart and m i n d and holds them unt i l the 
ve ry end. 
Ian Hodge 

— F i l m 

•Theatre 

dol l , as does his mother. She is prompt ly 
locked up in an inst itution, a n d the k iddie 
sent to a home. The c o m p a n y w h o 
manufactures the dolls get ho ld of the 
offending little chap and rebui lds h im in 
an attempt to stave off the b a d publ ic i ty , 
and reassure their stock holders. 

The k id then gets adopted, the new ly 
remade do l l runs amok, a n d y o u can 
guess most of the rest. In a l l it's not a 
very good f i lm; the on ly th ing about it 
that's actual ly scary is put t ing yourself in 

Piano 

the shoes (small though they are) of the 
ch i ld . Confronted by an an imated ki l ler 
do l l y o u wou ld assume that as long as 
y o u could conv ince an adult that y o u 
weren' t l y ing , then every th ing wou ld be 
alright. He does this in the first f i lm, and 
they lock his mother up. If y o u must see 
it, then m y adv ice is to par take of the 
wonders of mode rn chemistry 
beforehand. Y o u ' l l f ind it more amusing. 

Al ien Sex Fiend. 

' ; - ••• 

[A lot of people f ind Chekhov 
I d ispir i t ing, depressing and even 
stuffy but there's no deny ing that, 

for his t ime, he dissected the Russian 
ar istocracy w i t h great prec is ion and 
psycholog ica l accuracy. In Piano T revor 
Griffiths distills Chekhov ' s four major 
p lays into one whe r e the characters are 
stil l recognisable as being 'Chekhov i an '— 
the l ive ly doctor who is reluctant to go 
out into the night to tend to a dy ing 
peasant, the eternal student w h o can't get 
the other characters to l isten to his 
predict ion of imminent d o o m for the 
ru l ing classes (presumably the 1917 

revolution). A n d then there 's the what-
shall-we-do-next party w h i c h graphica l ly 
shows the helplessness of the dri ft ing 
bourgeosie. 

Superb per formances (starring Penelope 
W i l t on and Butterflies Geoffrey Palmer) 
and flawless d i rec t ion go to make Piano 
one of the most amusing a n d exhi larat ing 
plays I've seen in a long t ime. Student 
standby's are avai lable f rom The 
Cotteslow (NT) box office quarter of an 
hour before the show at £5.00. 

Hur r y , it closes on Saturday! 
Fruit. 



T h e F o o l 
W It is sad how infrequently a Brit ish 
I ^ B film comes before us, and equally 

sad how few of them actually 
succeed. Most recently one thinks of A 
Fish Called Wanda and, in a l imited way, 
Nuns on the Run. Apart from those, only 
the grand period pieces of the early 
eighties spring to m ind—A Passage to 
India, Chariots of Fire and Little Dorrit. 
This new film comes from the same 
stable as the last and is also set in 
Dickensian London, although it is an 
original piece. 

It tells of a c lerk cal led M r Freder ick 
(Derek / Claudius Jacobi) who lives a 
bizarre double life. Much of the time he is 
the accountant for a smal l London 
Theatre, yet he hob-nobs wi th the very 
elite of V ic tor ian Society hav ing adopted 
the role of the reclusive Sir John who 
owns the Theatre, but never ventures 
out. We are presented w i th a moral i ty 
tale of money and social injustice that has 
obvious parallels wi th the state of the 
City and other money markets today. 

The Rookie 

F This is a deceiv ing f i lm. It sounds 
l ike a good idea. It has sexy 
posters. It's got Clint Eastwood 

(always good for laugh) in it. 
Unfortunately it's not very good. The film 
follows strictly formula plot lines that 
you've seen far too many times, the 
dialogue is jerky and uninspir ing (not to 
ment ion r idiculous in parts: I quote 
Charl ie Sheen's script; 'It's time for me to 
stop being scared. A n d for other people 
to start.'), and above all nothing 
surprising happens. 

Okay, so I l ied. There is one interesting 
and surprising scene: Clint gets raped by 
the head female baddie. 

Really it's up to you guys and gals to 
decide if you want to shell out a fiver to 
see a film you've seen before at least two 
dozen times. 

Alien Sex Fiend. 

The acting, as one wou ld expect from 
the range of talent on offer—everyone 
from Michae l Horden through Miranda 
Richardson to Joan Sims—, is superb. The 
per iod detail, on both r i ch and poor 
levels is flawlessly recreated and the basic 
plot is a very interesting one. So why 
doesn't the f i lm quite succeed? 

It is, in a word , flabby. It runs for over 
2 V* hours, yet the real plot on ly really 
comes into its o w n in the last hour or so. 
Much of the rest of the space is taken up 
wi th little glances of people and situations 
and people of w h o m we see and learn 
little more. The v iewer is left confused by 
the panoply of characters, without any 
real idea of what it is he is watching. To 
have to sit through an hour of what 
verges on boredom (I saw at least one of 
the more e lder ly critics doze off) for a 
sparkl ing last half hour is not the way to 
an audience's heart. This should have 
been great, it is merely average. 

Pendragon. 

Narrow 

W A R N I N G : Don't see this film if you 
suffer from a heart condit ion. If you 
didn't have one when you went in 

you wi l l when you come out. 
The plot is a fairly tired one. A n unseen 

witness to a mob ki l l ing refuses to give 
evidence, the mob find her, they try to 
k i l l her (with a helicopter gunship!) and 
the police try to protect her. There then 
follows a chase across Canada on a trai l 
full of tension and suspense. 

Gene Hackman (as the attorney 
protecting the witness) delivers a very 
good performance but it wi l l still take 
something very special to surpass 

Mississippi Burning. Unfortunately, the 
best actor in the film, M Emmett Walsh 
who plays Sergeant Benti , is k i l led off far 
too early. His happy, jol ly personality 
would have contrasted extremely we l l 
w i th the overa l l tense nature of the fi lm. 

A n y complaints? Wel l , the f i lming of 
some of the scenes left m u c h to be 
desired. The model trains are very 
reminiscent of my ch i ldhood days! Surely 
they could do better than this? 

A good film that deserves to do wel l , in 
wh i ch there are enough twists and turns 
to keep you guessing unti l the very end. 

Ian Hodge 



Frankenstein Unbound 
Here Felix presents a new technique in 

film reviews: The in-fiim dialogue! 

A l i e n Sex F i end : Er. . Chr is , can you lend 
me six quid? (grovel, grovel ) 
Christ : SIX Q U I D !!! 

Inside the theatre... 
Pendragon: W h o wants some popcorn? 
A l l : M u n c h , m u n c h , munch . . . 

There follows various comments, 
including, but not limited to: 'Cor! 
Wouldn't mind seeing that!', 'Adam, get 
me a ticket to that. Now!', 'Hah! I've 
already got the press release!', and 
'Double Hah! I've already seen it!' etc, 
etc. 

The film starts... 
Pendragon: Cor ! It's just l ike the book! 
A S F : I've never read it. What happens? 
Pendragon: Hea then ! 
Christ : M y god ! L ook at those suits! 
A S F : Yep , it appears that si lver is ' i n ' in 
2031! Sexy car ! It's some concept th ing 
that some Italian company made 
somet ime ago. I think.. . ' 

There follows a stunned silence at the 
level of tackiness contained within the 
time travel sequence... 
A S F : M m m . . . I didn't real ise that the 
monster c ou ld talk... 
Pendragon: That 's 'cos y o u haven't read 
the book, heathen! 

Christ : This is crap... m u n c h , m u n c h . 
A S F : H a n g on . Does this mean that they 
expect us to be l ieve that 'ole Franky-ste in 
was a real guy, or that he's gone back to 
an alternate real i ty , or just that the film's 
crap...? 
Pendragon: . .and what's M a r y Shel ly 
do ing in her o w n book? 
Christ: This is crap... m u n c h , m u n c h . 

A short time and several dodgy scenes 
later... 

A l l : Urghhh. . .That was a bit y u k k y ! 
Christ : ...and crap... pass the popcorn . 

Another pause... 
A S F : Here ! That 's the guy f rom Lost 
Boys , y o u k n o w , the older brother? 
Pendragon: No it's not, it's L o r d B y r o n ! 
A S F : Who 's that? 
Pendragon: Heathen ! Here ! That 's Kyl ie 's 
boy f r iend! Y o u k n o w , the guy f rom INXS! 
A S F: No it's not, it's that poet Shel ley! 
H a h ! 

Pendragon: Hea then ! 
Some time (and film) passes, then Mary 

Shelley says 'Percy and Byron preach 
free love. I practice it...' 
A S F: Is this r id iculous or what? No-one's 
ever said that to me! 
Pendragon: W e l l , maybe you haven't met 
another cave -women yet... 
Christ : Crap acting.. . 

Pause... 
Christ : W H A D D Y A M E A N , T H E R E ' S N O 
P O P C O R N LEFT ! ! ! We l l , that's it, I'm 
leav ing ! 

(He doesn't go) 
Pendragon: T o u c h of the Back to the 
Futures about this... 
Christ : Th is is real ly sad (and crap). 

Another tacky and equally crap time 
travel sequence follows... 
Pendragon: O h dear. 
A S F: I don't bel ieve it! 
Christ : This is crap. 

The film ends... 
Christ: I need a dr ink. . .Pub? 
A l l : O h , if y o u force us...! 

In the Pub... 
A l l : Yes, that real ly was crap! 
Pendragon: How ' s your beer, Chris? 
Christ : That 's crap too. 

And so it goes... 
Al ien Sex Fiend, Pendragon, and 

Christ. 

THE Arts Week 
a celebration of art and music 

F R E E lunch-time GIGS 
in the Union Lounge 

f r o m 1 2 . 3 0 p m 

WEDNESDAY 23RD JANUARY 
F R E S H C L A I M (funk rock) & STUART H E N D E R S O N (Poet) 

THURSDAY 24TH JANUARY 
B I L L Y PENN'S B R O T H E R (folk) & S T E V E N TURNER (poetry) 

FRIDAY 25TH JANUARY 
T R E V O R SPEAKS (duo) & P A U L C O O K S O N (comic) 

MONDAY 28TH JANUARY 
DUSAY (rock) 

TUESDAY 29TH JANUARY 
M A R I A N N E DERBYSHIRE BAND (jazz blues) 

WEDNESDAY 30TH JANUARY 
ANDY M C C U L L O C H (clarinet) G E O F F R E Y STEVENSON {mime) 

S H E R F I E L D A R T G A L L E R Y 
with daily lunchtime classical music in the S C R , Imperial College 



War, What is it Good For? 
• • • . • 

st 
FELIX 

W i t h the US a n d Br i ta in f i rmly commit ted 
to W a r in the Gulf and the all ies adopt ing 
an inact ive pos i t ion, Chistopher R i ley 
talks to European students about their 
support for the task force, conspicuous by 
its absence. 

This week Kuwai t i es in Br i t a in breathed a 
sigh of relief as the U N deadl ine on Iraq 
arr ived . They have been ca l l ed for the 
'rescue' of the ir country f r om the ruthless 
clutches of Husse in ever s ince in format ion 
about the atrocit ies started to reach the 
west. Some 4,000 people have been 
tortured and k i l l ed under Iraqi rule since 
August . They argue that the inevitable 
further deaths that war w i l l b r ing to the 
19 mi l l i on Kuwai t i es stil l left can on ly be 
an improvement to the s low, agonis ing 
torture and death they have been 
exper i enc ing over the last six months. 
But do the Kuwai t i es left want a 
' l iberat ing ' w a r or a uni ty w i th Iraq? 
What may sound r id iculous is s imply an 
i rreconci lable difference of cultures 
between the Midd l e East a n d the West. 

In Monday 's G e r m a n newspaper Die 
Welt, Dr K a r l Ber tze l stressed the 
g rowing impor tance of the two A r a b i c 
movements in the Middle East. The first 
fol lows the examp le of L i b y a , Egypt and 
Iraq itself, ca l l ing for the present 
feudal ism, to be replaced. The alternative 
is an, as yet, undef ined po l i t i ca l system 
wh i ch , th rough Islamic inf luences, w i l l 
differ from a western style democracy . 
The second calls for the founding of a 
Pan-Arab ic nat ion . Is the Invasion of 

Kuwa i t s imply a movement towards such 
a Pan-Arab ic state, w h i c h cannot be 
halted by ex terna l forces such as the U N 
resolutions? 'It is c ruc ia l to see both sides 
to the argument ' , explains Ge rman 
student M i chae l Gross. 'The situation in 
the Gulf has been brought about by the 
west. After the First W o r l d W a r the U N 
carved up the Middle East w i th almost 
arbi trary straight lines. It was misguided 
to assume that the new ly synthesised 
A r a b countries wou ld be content w i th the 
UN's arti f icial borders. C l ear l y Saddam 
Hussein cannot be a l l owed to behave as 
he pleases. Iraq can justify its actions, 
be l iev ing that they have a right to Kuwa i t 
as their tenth state. Meanwh i l e the US is 
bent on its b l inkered style of democracy . ' 

'In the west we smi le at the profits 
made by se l l ing Iraq the constituents for 
chemica l weapons and nuc lear capabil i t ies 
dur ing 'peace t ime' , but once the tables 
are turned, w e condemn the use of such 
art i l lery ' , exp la ins F r ench engineer ing 
student F rank V ia l a ron . 'Such an issue 
can on ly be settled by the A r a b nations, 
through a M idd l e East summit . ' 

If the U N ser iously wants to protect 
f reedom and democracy they wou ld 
demand a re ferendum w i th in Kuwa i t to 
replace the present U N demands. The 
current 'get out or prepare for war ' 
u l t imatum does not a l low an opt ion for 
Hussein to back d o w n graceful ly wi thout 
losing face. If emp l oyed f rom the start 
such a re fe rendum wou ld at least a l l ow a 
back door to Husse in, so important to the 
A rab i c system. Bertze l suggests that it 

Some 4,000 
people 
have been 
tortured 
and killed 
under Iraqi 
rule since 
August 
wou ld inc lude the who le of the Kuwa i t i 
populat ion, not just the ru l i ng elite and 
proposes the fo l lowing alternat ives: 
r emov ing the present state of feudal ism, 
independence or uni f icat ion w i t h Iraq. 

'It is naive to think that the US has sent 
troops to the Gulf to protect democracy . 
W h y then was a n internat iona l task force 
not sent to South A f r i ca to e l iminate 
apartheid. W h e n Iraq dec lared war on 
Iran noth ing was done. W h e n C h i n a 
invaded T ibe t i n 1956 the U N turned a 
b l ind eye. T h e U N has never acted 
strongly to preserve h u m a n rights, 
prefer ing s imple dec lara t ion ' suggests 
Italian Chemica l Eng ineer ing student 
Mauro Costant ino. But the F r e n c h 
perce ive Kuwa i t , as a little wes te rn is land 
of capita l ism in a sea of A r a b 
fundamenta l ism, the 'Bank of the Midd le 
East', a major supply of o i l a n d 'a 
paradise of duty free fun'. It is their o w n 
interests w h i c h are d r i v ing the US into 
war . 'In P a n a m a Nor iega was once a 
puppet of the USA . But once he 'd 
overstepped the mark and his actions no 
longer suited the US, they invaded 
wi thout hesitat ion to 're-establish 
democracy ' , points out Mauro . Saddam 
Hussein is no Genera l Nor i ega and the 
Gulf is no Panama . Casualt ies w i l l not 
on ly be coming back in b o d y bags, but in 
lead-l ined coffins. 



FELIX 

Anna Teeman discusses one of the major factors in Arab culture, 
and its part in the current crisis: 

The Importance of Face 
As y o u read this the infamous midnight 
deadl ine w i l l have passed. A t 5am our 
t ime on Wednesday 16th of January 1990 
y o u n g men and w o m e n might have 
a l ready lost the i r l ives i n an unjustifiable 
and worse an avo idab le war . 

H o w did our 'mature ' internat ional or 
rather A m e r i c a n leaders b r ing the Midd le 
East to a war footing. A m e r i c a n foreign 

po l icy in its arrogance and ignorance has 
steam-rol lered intell igent d ip l omacy in 
favour of juveni le war monger ing . 

A m e r i c a n and A r a b rhetor ic was 
matched in its hateful content but it 
meant different things to the two sides 
from w h i c h it came. The Amer i cans 
heard their o w n rhetor ic and to them 
casual war monger ing became a f i rm 

commi tment to conflict. Unde r l y i ng A r a b 
rhetor ic was an A r a b obsession w i th not 
los ing face. A n example : A n Eng l i shman 
was staying in a hotel in Ca i r o as he 
pul led back his bed covers he found a 
bed infested w i th bugs. He went 
downstairs and co l lared the manager . 
'There 's bugs in my bed ' the man said, 
' Impossible, there must be some mistake. 
I suggest an a r m wrestle. ' T h e 
Eng l i shman in his naivety batt led hard on 
the first wrest le . Then seeing the Arab ' s 
face he saw his quickest w a y to get new 
sheets. The A r a b w o n the second and 
th i rd a rm wrestles. A s if b y magic new 
sheets, cr isp and c lean, wa i t ed in his 
r o o m upstairs. The mora l of this story is, 
in A r a b cul ture it is v i ta l never to lose 
face. 

The F r ench are highly adept in Middle 
Eastern d ip lomacy . They don't judge the 
Arabs but they work w i th their culture. 
The F r ench have learnt that a l though an 
A r a b w i l l not lose face, infact because an 
A r a b w i l l not lose face, they are masters 
of fine and subtle negot iat ion. It can be 
said that in our Western culture we too 
do not want to lose face, but rather than 
negot iat ion we arr ive at confrontat ion. 

The F r ench peace package has two 
condit ions. First an Iraqi promise of 
w i thdrawa l from Kuwa i t and second an 
internat ional conference on the so-called 
'Palest inian prob lem' . W h y is the rest of 
the Western A l l i ance so resolute in it's 
near hyster ical rejection of this life sav ing 
compromise? Publ ic op in i on in Israel itself 
is constant ly pushing for a peaceful end 
to the blood-lett ing on the Gazza Strip 
and the West Bank . 

What w i l l be Israel's ro le in the near 
certa in confl ict? Israel has an 'offensive' 
defence pol icy . Under threat of attack 
Israel w i l l cr ipple her offender. In a l l her 
wars, on the strength of this po l icy , Israel 
has w o n and the confrontat ions have 
been short. But how short w o u l d a 
confl ict w i th Saddam Hussein 's Iraq be? 

Israel is the w i l d card in the pack. He r 
part ic ipat ion in any confl ict transforms 
al l iances now standing. Egypt ian po l icy is 
clear. Egypt w i l l fight alongside the 
Western A l l i e s against Saddam Hussein 
but, once Iraq is in confl ict w i th Israel, 
Egypt wou ld then al ly w i th Iraq. The 
Midd le East confl ict wou ld then become a 
b loody and bigoted ' j ihad' or so-called 
holy war. Never has there been such a 
contradict ion in terms. 

Eve ry war must come to an end and at 
every end there is a peace conference at 
w h i c h al l sides must compromise . E v e n 
after the horrors of the Second W o r l d 
W a r the compromises at its end laid the 
foundations for our mature and stable 
Europe . The Amer i cans are w i l l ing to 
sacrif ice inf inite ly precious h u m a n lives so 
that they w i l l sit a round the table of 
compromise later rather than sooner. 
W h o is the madder of the m e n , Saddam 
or George? 



Adam Harrington presents his opinion on the current crisis: 

Is Wa r A Solution? 
Throughout the past months the med ia 
and the pol i t ic ians have been ta lk ing 
bl i thely about war as though it were no 
more unusual than buy ing half a dozen 
eggs. 

'Of course we don't want war ' , they 
say, 'but pr inc ip les must be upheld ' . 
A n y b o d y w h o can even consider war as a 
v iable opt ion has a ser iously bad attitude 
towards h u m a n life. 

1 don't want to discuss the issues 
invo l ved in the present game of toy 
soldiers because in twenty years t ime 
they w i l l a l l be forgotten. A l l that w i l l be 
r emembered is that hundreds of 
thousands died, if it remains a loca l war , 
or mi l l ions if it doesn't. W h y do I th ink 
this? Because out of the hundreds of wars 
that have been fought, who , apart f rom 
historians, c an say why they were fought? 
The reasons must have seemed fairly 
compe l l ing at the t ime. The re is on ly one 
war that a fair number of people k n o w 
the cause of and that is the last major 
one, 1939-1945. What is better k n o w n 
about that one is that it k i l l ed about 40 
mi l l i on people, bankrupted a cont inent 
and resulted in half of that cont inent 
be ing kept under a grossly unpleasant 
pol i t ical system for the best part of fifty 
years. 

W h o knows the reason for the V i e tnam 
and Korean wars? W h o the Y o m K ippur 
and Six day wars , the Spanish C i v i l war , 
the First W o r l d War , the C r imean , the 
Boer and the A m e r i c a n C i v i l war? It goes 
on and on. The reasons m y be different, 
but the result is the same. Somebody 
somewhere th inks that people are more 
useful as bags of fertil izer. I happen to 
think I am more useful a l ive , and I th ink 
everybody else is too. 

A n ex t raord inary ve i l comes over the 
eyes of many people w h e n massive pain 
and misery occur . This ve i l has an 
obvious purpose—to protect the 
indiv idual 's sanity f rom what the 
ind iv idua l cannot cope w i th . But this ve i l 
w i l l probably be the undo ing of this 
c iv i l isat ion, if not of this species. In any 
other s i tuat ion, if I was to promote the 
idea that thousands of indiv iduals should 
be destroyed, I wou ld r ight ly be 
considered to be mad . Ye t because 'the 
State' says it's for some nebulous ' ideal ' 
it's fine, and anyone who says otherwise 
is a danger to 'the State' a n d its people. 

1 daresay that there is a number of 
people w h o d isapprove of my v iews. 
We l l , to be quite honest I don't care—I 'm 
not going to r emou ld m y conscience 
because of what they say. T h e y have the 
right to their o w n v iews but they have no 
right to act ive ly promote the k i l l ing of 
thousands. They are p lay ing right into the 
hands of the pol i t ic ians. The two most 
c o m m o n arguments against anti-war 
v iews are that 'if e ve rybody was l ike y o u 
then we w o u l d be ove r run by a state we 
didn't l ike ' or something s imi lar . 1 wou ld 

;i>ay that if e ve rybody had my v iews on 
the subject, nobody wou ld ove r run 
anybody—l i fe is too short to play games 
l ike that. That is a pie-in-t he-sky ideal , I 
know, but so is defending any ideal , l ike 
democracy or the A m e r i c a n dream, for 
instance. 

Ano the r argument w o u l d be coward ice . 
A n y b o d y w h o volunteers to be k i l l ed 
w h e n somebody tells them to is not, in 
my op in ion , brave but rather dim-witted. 
1 don't deny that I have a heal thy sense 
of self preservat ion—anyone who didn't 
wou ld have d ied a long t ime ago. T r y ing 
to stay al ive is a fairly natura l t rend, and 
anyone w h o claims otherwise is ta lk ing 
rubbish. 1 a m certainly not fr ightened to 
put my v iews forward, and the only 
reason I am tak ing the l iberty of do ing it 
now is because 1 feel it's the on ly method 
open to me to try to put a halt to the 
approach ing obscenity. 

It depends on your def init ion of the 
word , but I w o u l d not consider the v iews 
set out here to be a study of pacif ism. 
"Certainly, a l l forms of v io lence against 
fel low humans are to be d i s c o u r a g e d -
nothing unconvent iona l there—but 
v io lence in personal self-defence or 
defence of those close to you is bound to 
happen, and I wouldn ' t l ike to say that I'd 

never do it. T h e mere dif ference in scale 
between at tack ing somebody about to 
rape your sister and a full scale war and 
the fact 1 accept one and not the other 
may be cons idered odd. Bear in m i n d 
that at tacking a rapist w i l l not destroy the 
human race and that the rapist or the 
attacker has the opportuni ty of runn ing 
away w h e n they have had enough—so 
there is a safety va lve . If y o u are part of 
an a r m y then your o w n consc ience has to 
be subjugated to the orders of your 
superiors. Y o u cannot run away, the fight 
w i l l cont inue w i th no safety va lve unt i l 
there aren't enough people left to 
cont inue it. 

M y basic argument against this and any 
other war is the simplest one ; it ki l ls lots 
of people. If things start gett ing very 
serious everyone w i l l have to examine 
their consciences—is it rea l ly wo r th k i l l ing 
or dy ing for? Many people have many 
different answers—mine is 'no' , and I a m 
not go ing to be associated w i th this most 
r id iculous and disgusting trait of human 
behav iour . I s incere ly hope that there are 
enough c iv i l ised people in the country 
w h o have a s imi lar point of v i ew to make 
those w h o start war th ink twice about its 
effects. 



Sf 
FELIX 

During the countdown to potential chemical warfare in the Gulf, Christopher Riley remembers the consequences of Saddam Hussein's 
chemical weapon atrocities on the Kurdish people two years ago and examines a seventy year problem, sadly neglected by the United 
Nations' Human Rights' Commission. 

The People That Time Forgot FELIX 

Iraq has been us ing chemica l weapons on 
its o w n cit izens since 1989, when over 
s ixty vi l lages were gassed. O n M a r c h 17, 
1988, about 6,000 died when the t own of 
Halabja was gassed. A t about 6.00am on 
August 25, 1988, Iraqi w a r planes 
dropped chemica l weapons over seventy 
Kurd i sh vi l lages in nor th east Iraq. In the 
Bassay va l ley , alone, 200 families 
per ished. Surv ivors descr ibed what it was 
l ike : 'the planes dropped bombs , they d id 
not produce a b ig noise. A ye l l ow ish 
c loud was created and there was the 
smel l of rotten parsley or onions. There 
were no wounds, people w o u l d breath 
the smoke, then fall d o w n a n d b lood 
wou ld come from their mouths. ' In 
A i k m a l a , eight year o ld A a g i z a saw 
bombs land. A few moments later she 
watched both her parents and brother 
fall, their skins b lackened, they were 
dead. A a g i z a escaped across the border 
to Turkey . She coughed, vomi t ted , and 
had b lood in her d iarrhoea. H e r sk in 
stung f rom blisters, w h i c h took months to 
heal . Today she is one of the 30,000 Iraqi 
Ku rd i sh refugees l i v ing rough in the 
extreme c l imate of Eastern Turkey . 

In the round-ups w h i c h fo l lowed, 3,000 
vi l lages were razed to the ground. 
L ivestock was k i l l ed and 500,000 people 
were r emoved from their homes. M a n y of 
the m e n were k i l l ed and m u c h of 
Kurd is tan has been made a 'free-fire' 
zone, where a l l humans or l ivestock are 
shot on sight. 

Since the invas ion of Kuwa i t , sanctions 
on Iraq have steri l ised the e conomy of 
roadside shops on the T u r k i s h border. 
W i t h the U N deadl ine fast approach ing 

last week, the T u r k i s h Kurds a round the 
Si lopi Va l l ey in south-eastern Turkey 
were prepar ing for the worst . In such an 
erratic reg ion, l ack ing sanctuary and 
where l ightening a lways str ikes twice, 
buses out of the reg ional capital 
D i ya rbak i r were fully booked up and 
pharmacists had sold out of the antidote 
to mustard gas. 

The governments of Tu rkey , Iraq and 
Iran are understandably concerned about 
the Pol i t ica l ambi t ions of the Kurds but it 
can be seen that the repression pract ised 
at the momen t is on ly generat ing urban 
terror ism and do ing no th ing to solve the 
problems. 

F r o m the 16th Century the Ot toman 
and Pers ian Empi res a l l owed the Kurd i sh 
tribes almost total autonomy in return for 
keep ing the peace on their remote open 
borders. The Kurd i sh people, w h o are 
Indo-European, have their o w n Pers ian 
based language and cul ture . A l though 
there is no re l iable estimate of their 
numbers, there are be l i eved to be 
between 20 a n d 25 mi l l i on . A t the end of 
W o r l d W a r I, the Ot toman empire was 
carved up a n d the Kurds found 
themselves homeless and scattered over 
Turkey , Iran, Iraq, Syr ia a n d the USSR. 

In Iran five m i l l i on Kurds have been 
suppressed since the 1920s: their 
language, in spoken or wr i t t en form, and 
their culture, banned . In 1946 the Kurds 
of Mahabad succeeded in dec lar ing an 
independent republ ic , but it on ly lasted a 
few months before authorit ies hanged the 
ringleaders. S ince the Islamic revo lut ion 
Tehran has refused al l requests for 
Kurd i sh autonomy. 

In Iraq there were numerous revolts. 
Dur ing the late 1980s chemica l weapons 
were used on a holocaust scale not seen 
since W o r l d W a r I. W i th in a week, tens of 
thousands of Iraqi Kurds , m a n y bear ing 
fresh wounds f r om chemica l weapons 
were ar r i v ing in Turkey . Th is was hard ly 
the place to seek sanctuary. T u r k e y had 
turned a b l i nd eye to the Iraqi attacks of 
the 1980s, a l l ow ing rape of border 
vi l lages by Iraqi troops. 

In Turkey a lmost ten m i l l i on Kurds are 
forbidden to use their o w n language 
despite the fact that many Kurds can on ly 
speak their K u r d i s h mother language. 
E v e n the w o r d ' K u r d ' is banned . They are 
officially k n o w n as 'Mounta in Turks ' . In 
the 1920s and 1930s the Kurds rebel led 
against this d iscr iminat ion . In response 
the Turk i sh authori t ies suppressed them, 
w i th great force, deport ing up to one 
mi l l i on people westwards f rom their 
homeland. 

W h e n the K u r d i s h m e m b e r of Turkey ' s 
par l iament pub l i c l y stated 'In T u r k e y 
there are Kurds . I too am a K u r d ' , he was 
found guilty of 'propaganda a imed at 
weaken ing nat iona l feelings' and 
condemned to two years impr isonment 
w i th hard labour. This T u r k i s h apartheid 
has been in force for s ixty years n o w and 
has resulted i n the rise of a Marx is t 
guerr i l la group, the Kurd i sh Worke r s ' 
Party (PKK) f ighting for independence. In 
desperation they have had to resort to 
v io lence: a t tack ing government forces 
and those w h o cooperate w i t h them. 

Dur ing m y travels a round Turk i sh 
Kurd is tan , in 1989, I found a lot of 
resentment for the Turks , whose silent 

cooperat ion w i t h Iraq and Iran seems to 
be dedicated towards the total 
annih i la t ion of their 'parasit ic ' minor i ty 
people. But the Kurds are a proud race 
and refuse to see the death of their 
language and culture. In the ancient lake
side t own of V a n , I found Kurds s inging 
Kurd i sh f reedom songs in the basement 
of their k i l i m shop. 

'When the snow comes to the high 
Mountain, 
When the nightingale is sad, 
I can feel freedom and see freedom, 
But cannot catch it—I can only drink 
water 
That comes from the mountain, 
And then I think I touch freedom. 

When I see the Snowy Mountain, 
and when I think of you my lover 
My soul starts to dance in my body. 
I am afraid my lover, I will not see you 

the again, 
My eyes are filled with tears, 
For there are two things in life of which I 
am afraid. 
Parting and death.' 

(continued overleaf) 
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Mehmet , the owner of the 
shop, was a h u m a n rights 
lawyer , p repar ing to start 
his P h D in Europe . A b d o l , 
a ch i ldhood fr iend, helped 

B f f i r W K to run the carpet shop. In 
^ • J L U a ^ B their you th they had both 
been arrested a n d beaten w i t h 
truncheons. L i k e many other Kurds, their 
nat ional identit ies had been forged and 
nurtured by this suppression. Punishment 
and tortures they had witnessed invo l ved 
forc ing w o m e n to sit on b r o k e n bottles, 
or be ing s tr ipped and blasted w i th high 
pressure water . After the abduct ion and 
murder of his parents, Abdo l ' s younger 
brother left home to join the P K K 
guerri l las in the mounta ins . For over a 
year A b d o l tr ied to contact h i m searching 
the countryside, a rmed w i th photographs. 
Such is the secrecy of the P K K ' s 
movements that he has not seen his 
brother since he left home. Most Kurds 
d isapprove of the P K K ' s v io lent methods, 
but w i th government bruta l i ty on the 
increase Abdo l ' s pr ide in what his brother 
is do ing is also increasing. 

There are a l legedly ove r 400,000 troops 
in the K u r d i s h areas, arb i t rar i l y arrest ing 
vi l lagers and frequently beat ing up and 
tor tur ing them to obtain in format ion 
about the P K K . M a n y detainees die under 
these condit ions. In January , 1989, a mass 
grave was reported ly found i n a refuse 
tip outside Siirt. A government inqui ry 
was ' inconclus ive ' . Ove r 300 local Kurds 
r ema in unaccounted for, fo l lowing such 
arrests. 

There is a real danger that if Kurd i sh 
communit ies are not a l l owed to practise, 
and cult ivate their culture, po l i t ica l 
groups w i l l tu rn to v io lence to fight the 
life threatening condit ions del iberately 
infl icted on them by their neighbours. 
The actions of Iran, Iraq, and Turkey , 
need condemn ing on the internat ional 
scale w h i c h has proved so effective in 

forcing change in unacceptable 
government pol ic ies e lsewhere in the 
wor ld . Iraq is in v io la t ion of the 1948 
Convent i on on Genocide , yet no country 
chal lenged it, undermin ing the credibi l i ty 
of this internat ional law. Wi thout 
condemnat ion , there is no th ing to stop 
other governments from exterminat ing 
their o w n minor i t y people. 

STUDENT LOANS 
As from January 11th the office dealing with student loans wi l l 
be Room 335, Level 3, Sherfield Building. 

For the first weeks only the arrangements are as follows: 
The office wi l l open from 1.15 to 3.15 every day and students 

wishing to apply for a loan must book an appointment in person 
v ia the Student Finance Office, Room 344, Level 3, Sherfield 
Building. 

In the light of demand these arrangements may be subject to 
review after January 25th and any revisions wi l l be advertised 
in advance. 

Full-time home undergraduate students wishing to establish 
their eligibility for a loan from the Student Loans Company Ltd 
should not come to the office unless they can br ing with them 
the following documents: 

a) For students born in the United Kingdom— 
Birth/adoption certificate 
or For students born outside the United Kingdom — a 
passport and a letter or other document from a responsible 
person—a minister of religion, doctor, lawyer, teacher, 
established c iv i l servant, police officer or consular officer— 
which contains particulars of the student's date, place and 
country of birth and the student's names at birth. 
b) Letter of advice from a local education authority 
confirming a mandatory award. 
c) Evidence of a bank/building society account, i.e. the 
production of a cheque book, passbook or bank statement 
which shows clearly the account number and sort code. 

Without these documents we cannot process requests for a 
loan. 
January 1991 T Cullen 

Assistant Registrar 

T H E WEST LONDON CHAPLA INCY 

OXFAM LUNCH 
Tuesday Lunchtimes 

Between 12.30pm-1.30pm 
'Oxfam believes in the essential dignity of people and 
their abil ity to overcome the problems and pressures 
wh i ch can crush and exploit them. These may be 
rooted in cl imate or geography, or in the more 
complex area of economic, polit ical and social 
conditions. ' 

(Field Director's Handbook) 

The West London Chapla incy is currently running an 
Oxfam L u n c h in College every Tuesday lunchtime 
from 12.30pm-1.30pm. The idea is to come along and 
eat a simple meal consisting of bread and cheese. For 
this we ask for a donation of SI .00 and the proceeds 
wi l l then be given to Ox fam—a chari ty organisation 
wh ich is committed to work ing alongside people 
internationally on a wide range of development issues 
eg. concerning the environment, human rights, 
economics and education. 

We can be found in the Foyer of the Bessemer Building 
(off the walkway between M e c h Eng and Elec Eng). 
Everyone is welcome to come along. 



A rundown of some of the facilities available at the Sports Centre 
in Princes Gardens. 

M a k e a Sp l a sh 
The Imperia l Col lege Sports Centre is 
open to a l l students and staff of Imperia l 
Col lege and to members of the publ ic . 
Situated opposite Southside on the 
northside of Pr inces Gardens it offers 
many facilities to its, users f rom Squash 
courts and a weights r o o m to the 25 
metre s w i m m i n g poo l . C o m p a r e d to 
publ ic sports amenit ies it is very cheap 
and to further the cause of cost cutt ing, 
season tickets can be purchased for the 
year. 

Instruction i n sw imming is based 
around levels and age groups to suit your 
needs and includes tuit ion for ch i ldren . 
Lessons are avai lable for adults on 
Wednesdays and Fr idays (Women only) 

m 

for beginners and improvers . Lessons cost 
£2.00 per session and are held in the 
evening. 

For ch i ldren there are two sets of 
lessons for the under and ove r fives. The 
under fives can begin on this Saturday, 
the 19th, w i th sessions beg inn ing at 10am 
and 10.30am. T h e lessons are held every 
S a t u r d a y and more in format ion can be 
sought by contact ing Soussi K e r m a n f rom 
M i n i Muscles L td on 071-235 3807. The 
fives and overs are taught by N o r m a n 
Jones w i th lessons on M o n d a y to Fr iday , 
cost ing £21 for 6 sessions. People are 
urged to book ear ly to avo id 
disappointment as they have a lready 
started! 

A Bronze Meda l l i on course in life 
sav ing can also be obtained b y t ra in ing at 
the centre. Sports centres are a lways 
l ook ing for casual staff a n d a 'Bronze 
Meda l l i on ' is a prerequis i te of 
employment . A certif icate is pract ica l ly a 
guarantee of work ! ! The course is run on 
Thursdays a n d goes on for ten weeks. It 
comprises a theory and prac t i ca l sect ion 
w h i c h run consecut ive ly f r om 8.30pm to 
10pm. The cost f rom Imper ia l Col lege 
Students is £30 and to others £40. 

Fo r further in format ion o n any of the 
above cal l in at the Sports Centre or 
te lephone on 071 589 5111 extens ion 
3038/9. 

W O M E N O N L Y WEIGHTS SESSIONS 
M o n d a y 6-7pm 
Thursday 1.30-2.30pm 

SQUASH C O U R T S 
8.15am-9.15pm 
(9.00-4.30pm Saturday) 

WEIGHTS G Y M 
8.00am-9.00pm 
(8.00am-4.30pm Sat) 

Please note: at t imes m a r k e d 'school 
use', the poo l is stil l open for general use. 

10-11 11-12 5-6 6-7 8-9 9-10 

/ 
/ sc 4 0 0 L U S E S C H O O L I S E C H I L D R E N ! ; L E S S O N S / f 4 / A V A I L A B L E 

FOR H I R E 

/ 
/ 

S C H O O L U ! E / / 
S C H 0 ( L U S E C H I L D R E N i L E S S O N S C A MOE C L U B 

i 
/ 

if 
7 / ) 

/ 
r 

C H I L D R E N 1 L E S S O N S 

A D I i 

L E S 

O C9 

11 
GO O 

L T 

;ons 

G E N E R J L S W I M 

A V A I L A B L E 

F O R H I R E 

/ S C H O >L U S E S C H O DL U S E 

I 
• 

S C H O O L I S E C H I L D R E N ! L E S S O N S S U B A Q l A C L U B 

/ 
/ 

S C H O O L JSE t S C H O O L 1 S E C H I L D R E N 

W O M 

L E S S 

; L E S S O N S 

WOI 
on 

EN'S 
)NS 

I E N 

LY 

* 4 
A V A I L A B L E 

F O R H I R E 

<? 

/ 
1 

A V A I L A B L E 

FOR H I R E 

A V A I L A B L E 

FOR H I R E 

A V A I 

F O R I 

A B L E 

O R E 

< 
U9 

15 



Carter 
-Blood Sport For All 12" 

mmim 
O h god, this sounds l ike The Sweet. V e r y 
g l ammy. The horns list immed ia te l y i n 
their glor ious hideousness, but the guitars 
w i l l p robab ly grow, despite the essential ly 
cont inued and over -produced nature of 
the th ing . 

The in t roduct ion is p romis ing apart 
f rom the horns, but by half-way through 
seems to lose its w a y and gets very 
repetit ive in a Radio One sort of way 
w h i c h is the who le point of this r e c o r d -

Carter want a hit and appear to want it 
bad. Hav ing sa id that this is probably a 
lot better than most of what gets p layed 
on 'Wonder fu l Radio One ' , a n d if y o u l ike 
them before you ' l l probably sti l l l ike them 
now. 

The first B-side, 2001: A Clockwork 
Orange is an exact ca rbon copy of Oz by 
Casandra Complex, w i th an ex t reme ly 
un imag inat i ve dub over the top. God and 
Theoman ia yoursel f and l isten to the rea l 

th ing . 
The second B-side is possib ly even 

worse. Th ink of Creaming Jesus's Forest, 
make the cover about a m i l l i on times 
worse, r emove the humour a n d you ' l l 
have an approx imat i on of Carter's vers ion 
of Bedsitter. M a r k A l m o n d must be 
sp inning in his Bry l -Creamed hair. This 
made me shake. 

The Paleoethnobotanist. 

o s p o r t 

Blackbird 
-Compilation Album 

Blackbird are two brothers . Blackbird are 
A m e r i c a n . Blackbird have toured w i th 
Red Lorry Yellow Lorry a n d it shows. 
T h e same d r i v ing rhy thms a n d repet i t ive 
guitar riffs can be found on this a lbum, a 
compi la t i on of their 'bent' t racks so far. 

Unfortunate ly for them, the Lorries 
s imi lar i ty doesn't quite come off. 
Blackbird haven ' t got quite enough 
power , enough b lack in their hearts, to 

del iver a c rush ing enough beat. The 
order ing of the a lbum does them no 
favours either, jumping fa ir ly randomly 
between the rock ier side of teir nature 
and an almost electro sensibi l i ty. A g a i n , 
y o u get the feel ing this isn't quite 
w o r k i n g as wel l—soft t inged electro is to 
nobodies taste. A n d the music pales into 
insignif icance when comapared to 
stablemates Revolting Cocks. 

O h , I've run out of things to say. 
Perhaps this is s igni f icant—the a lbum 
leaves y o u feel ing sl ightly numb in a 
soporif ic way. It's ma in l y the voice, the 
one constant factor throughout the LP . 
It's strong, but so's a lump of steel that's 
hard ly interest ing. 

One track is quite interest ing—a L o u 
Reed cover seemingly heav i l y inf luenced 
by some sort of electro-beat, perhaps the 
best song on the L P and po in t ing the way 
to the future? 

Blackbird may have a future ahead of 
them if they can escape their influences 
and learn to l ive a bit. E v e n the Lorries 
changed eventual ly . 

The Paleoethnobotanist. 

The Real People 
-Let Me In 12" 
C B S have obv ious ly gone l ook ing for the 
' t rendy nor the rn sound ' a n d have come 
out the other side w i th The Real People. 
Sure, they have n i cked 77ie Farm's 
tw idd ly guitar l ine and The Charlatan's 
baggy bits to achieve an 'authent ic ' 
Manchester sound that n ice ly fits the 
accepted mou ld , and it lo l lops around at 
its o w n happy-go- lucky pace, perfectly at 
home v ibrat ing your r ib cage on the 
dance floor and ust as we l l on the five 
watt stereo. 

So this begs the question, do 
accountants a n d businessmen have taste? 
No, of course not. The l ikes of Dee-Lite 
have shown the way forward, effectively 
stealing the w i n d f rom Manchester 's sai l , 
and seeing as C B S have t r ied to f ind 'the 
cutt ing edge' they 've shot themselves in 
the foot, as they are about a year beh ind 
everyone else. Sti l l , w h y be l ieve m e — m y 
hot tip for the year is Abba. 

John. 



College Day 
Fo l l ow ing M o n d a y night's C o u n c i l : 
A n Ex t rao rd inary Genera l Mee t ing of the 
Un i on w i l l be ca l l ed to discuss (hopefully 
for the last t ime) any proposed changes 
to the Col lege day. This w i l l be the on ly 
i tem of business. I hope to inv i te severa l 
members of Co l lege staff to part ic ipate in 
the debate. T h e meet ing w i l l be held on 
Tuesday 22 January , 1.00pm in the JCR. 

A t its next scheduled meet ing on 
M o n d a y 28 January , 1 antic ipate the 
w o r k i n g party w i l l make its f inal report— 
this is thus potent ia l ly your last chance to 
vo ice your op in i on on the matter. 

A l so , I r e c o m m e n d that a l l 's tudents 
w h o either agree or disagree w i th 
w o r k i n g 9-6, wr i te an appropr iate letter 
to their head of department, copy ing it to 
the Rector, S ir Er i c A s h a n d myself. Th is 
gives me more in format ion to br ing to 
the w o r k i n g party. 

Census 
A n y o n e interested in earn ing £410 over 
Easter for approx imate l y two weeks work 
he lp ing w i th the 1991 census please ask 
for an appl icat ion fo rm from the U n i o n 
Office. 

Research Assistants 
Moves are afoot to give R A ' s on a three 
year course of study, full Un ion status. 
W a t c h this space for more details. 

Paul Shanley, ICU President. 

A .C .C . Bit 

A C C Elect ions 
Nominat ions for A C C Hono ra r y Secretary 
are needed. T h e E lec t ion w i l l be held on 
Thursday 27 January at the A C C Genera l 
Meet ing. Grant c la im forms to be in to a l l 
Treasurers ' p igeonholes by Fr iday 25 
January . 

Note to a l l users of the Un i on Bui ld ing . 
The Un ion Bu i l d ing is c losed strict ly 
between the hours of midnight and 
8.00am on weekdays and Saturday 
mornings, and between midnight and 
9.00am on Sunday mornings . 

A n y person or group requ i r ing access 
dur ing these hours should t on tac t 
Benjamin Turner , Deputy President, to 
arrange access in advance . 

IMPERIAt 
C O L L E G E 

SNACK BAR 

the new 'cosmopolitan' range 
* H o m e b a k e d Italian pizzas (7" & 12") 

* P i t t a break wi th chicken t ikka, 
taramasolata, tzisiki, homous, smoked 

mackerel 
*Samosas & onion bhajees 

Plus: 
Toasties, doughnuts with custard, apple and jam 

fillings 
Orange and apple juice, hot chocolate and a 

wide selection of the world's finest teas 
As well as: 

The usual cooked meals and freshly prepared 
rolls and sandwiches 

U N I O N B A R 

o p e n 

F O R R U G B Y U N I O N 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L S 

19th Jan , 2nd Feb, 16th 
Feb, 2nd March, 16th 

March 
FROM 1.30pm ONWARDS 

games televised on big screen 

ICU B O O K S T O R E 
SALE 

Selected lines of books, 
stationery and cards are to 

be cleared at ridiculous 
prices 

UP TO 50% OFF!! 

Monday 28th January 
to 

Thursday 31st January 

SUGGESTIONS 
If you have any 

suggestions for records 
for the Juke Box OR 

machines for the Games 
Room. Let us know in 

the Union Office. 

GAMES ROOM 
After the weekend, 

the games room wi l l 
reopen wi th new 

decor, a pool table 
and a different range 

of machines. 



In the early days two Jamaican lads 
worked together as welders they were 
both to become legends, one was Bob 
Marley and the other Desmond Dekker . 

F rom such humble roots this former 
superstar now has risen to such a height 
as to play, for the first t ime ever, 
Imperial College Union. Desmond's mix of 
reggae and ska with a w i cked funky 
upfront boogie has brought the inimitable 
sound of Desmond Dekker into mil l ions 
of homes throughout his incredible 
career. Most famous of his hits is The 
Israelites wh ich sold over five mi l l ion 

again. 
In complete contrast the Love Kittens 

have a much more up to date sound. A t 
first sight they appear to be a typical indi 
pop/dance crossover fol lowing the recent 
upsurge in popularity this music is having 
at the moment. But they are not, they 
have something that the rest of these 
bands, eg Northside/The High etc do not 
have wh ich is original ity. Rave reviews 
from all the music press have made this 
one of the finds of 1990 and a sure thing 
for success in 1991. When they are on 
Top of the Pops later this year remember 

As usual there are other forms of 
entertainment happening tonight such as 
a casino, where fortunes can be won or 
lost; cocktails, where your guts can be 
won or lost, and the same for the bugers' 
stall. Some films wi l l be shown if you l ike 
films, dark places or you love to put your 
hands down your pants for a long time 
and not get caught! The IC Ents Disco 
w i l l be going strong and loud with the 
last tunes in recent months, years or 
decades unti l 3am. A n d what is probably 
most important to the boys wi th attitude 
problems and large bellies is a late bar 

copies wor ldwide and was the first reggae 
single to reach number one in the U K . 
Now used for countless T V commercia ls 
Desmond is hot stuff at the moment. 
Definitely one of the highlights of the 
year. • 

A lso p lay ing tonight are three other 
superb bands: Sax Appeal (yes Sax!) are 
another funky outfit. They are an 
instrumental band wi th eight sax players, 
guaranteed to make even the heaviest 
shoes groove to the funky sound and 
make the limpest of wrists become erect 

where you saw them first. O h yeah, they 
are not from Manchester! 

The last band of the night, yet the first 
to appear, w i l l be Boy Girl Soup. Anyone 
who saw them at Freshers' Week wi l l 
know they need no introduct ion. But if 
you missed it then they are a young band 
in their infancy in Rock ' n ' Ro l l terms, on 
the verge of signing a large record deal. 
Their influences stem from The 
Wonderstuff, PWEI, Band of Holy Joy etc. 
A very professional and again original 
band, not to be missed. 

unti l 2am. 
The whole evening starts at 8pm in the 

Union Bui ld ing and wi l l cost you £3.50 if 
you buy in advance from the Union 
Office. If you have an ents card you can 
save a pound. If you want to try and get 
in on the door, and if there are any 
tickets left then the cost is £4.50. 
Everyone though make sure you are in 
posession of your Union card which wi l l 
al low you entrance and to admit two 
guests. Have a good evening and enjoy!!! 

BJ, Ents Chair. 

E G M 
Extraordinary General Meeting 

Tuesday 22 January 
1.00pm in the JCR 

This meeting has been called to discuss the proposed lengthening of the college day. It is vital that anyone with feelings 
on this subject attend, as the working party have discounted all previous referendums and meetings, claiming them to be 

unrepresentative. 

T H I S IS Y O U R L A S T C H A N C E T O T E L L C O L L E G E T O F U C K O F F B E F O R E T H E Y 
S H I T O N U S F R O M O N H I G H . 
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Clubs & Socs 
Wing 
Chun 
The Imperial Co l lege W i n g C h u n K u n g F u 
Club has had an excel lent A u t u m n te rm 
w i th standards of ach ievement and 
tra in ing ma in ta ined at a h igh level by the 
expert knowledge of Master Sid Sofos. 
Events inc luded gradings, char i ty events 
(raising over £1,000 for deaf chi ldren) and 
our annual Chr is tmas d inner . 

A demonstrat ion of the pr inc ip les of 
W i n g C h u n w i l l be held on Wednesday 23 
January at 1.30pm in the U n i o n G y m . A 
new beginners class w i l l start on 
Wednesday 30 January . B y t ra in ing in 
W i n g Chun y o u develop a means of self-
defence w h i c h increases self-confidence 
increasing self-respect, but K u n g F u is 
m u c h more than fighting. 

It is a way of d isc ip l in ing the m i n d to 
achieve higher menta l concentrat ion and 
a fascinating insight into y ou r o w n 
personal emot ions and behav iour . 

So m u c h for the mart ia l , W i n g Chun is 
also an art hence the term mar t i a l art. 
The art is revea led in the beauty of the 
phys ica l movements and the phi losophies 
opening up a wo r l d many over look. 

Come a long to the demonstrat ion y o u 
have noth ing to lose and every th ing to 
gain. 

Conservative 
After last week 's article in F E L I X on the 
Labour C lub , it is on ly fair that the 
ConSoc has its say. 

The ConSoc is stil l by far the largest, 
most active a n d most enjoyable pol i t ical 
society in Col lege. Just i n the last t e rm 
we have two very successful speaker 
meetings w i th Cec i l Park inson and 
E d w i n a Curr i e , a couple of part ies—one 
of w h i c h was at the House of Commons . 
Some of our members were able to meet 
the new P r ime Minister, M r John Major 
and congratulate h i m personal ly . 

This term, w e have even more events 
to come of bo th pol i t ical natures. For 
example , members may come to our 
prestigious A n n u a l Dinner , w i th special 
guest Enoch Powe l l . 

Despite what y o u may bel ieve, our 
members ' v i ews reflect the entire 
spectrum of op in ion w i th in the 
Conservat ive Party. 

To f ind out more about our activit ies, 
do come to our luncht ime meetings every 
Fr iday at 12.30pm in Physics 737. 

Scout & 
Guide 
For a l l you gruesome turtle dudes who 
missed out, here's a taster of what 
happened last te rm. For starters we had 
spaghetti bolognese up in the Peak 
District. The weather was good, as 
always, except for the c l oud and ra in 
w h i c h lasted al l weekend . A good laugh 
was had as we conv inced freshers that 
th row ing yoursel f off rock faces in the 
freezing co ld is T H E thing to do. Dur ing 
d inner Ph i l 'I k n o w how to prussok' 
W ickens found himself stuck, and had to 
eat suspended (rather painfully) f rom the 
cei l ing. A search for sanity led us to the 
loca l pub and then the s i l ly games 
began... 

The next weekend we .all p i led into the 
back of a min ibus w i th our gear and 
headed up to the Midlands. Okay , so 
there are no mounta ins in the Mid lands, 
but there are canals. Equ ipped w i th two 
barges we managed to w r eak havoc on 
the Br i t i sh waterways th rough non-stop 
waterfights, b r idgehopp ing and ex t remely 
bad dr iv ing . 

Af ter a couple of weeks dry ing out we 
packed our bags once more and headed 
off to South Wales this t ime. Dest inat ion 
the B lack Mounta ins s tay ing in a v i l lage 
hal l for the weekend . Most people went 
off wa lk ing in ex t reme ly strong winds, 
a l though the hard-core rock c l imbers 
managed to m a k e it to the loca l cafe. The 
highlight of the weekend was a visit to 
Abergavenny ' s trendiest pub packed w i th 
Sharons, Tracys , and K e v the Lads. 
Thanks go to N ick and J i m for near ly 
gett ing us k i c k e d out. 

B y the end of term most people were 
w o r n out, a n d so on ly fourteen of us set 
off to Yo rksh i r e . This turned out to be 
the laziest and most luxur ious weekend 
ever. The hut had thir ty beds, showers, 
baths, a TV , a poo l table a n d a 
m ic rowave oven . After c raw l ing out of 
bed at 11 o 'c lock a couple of us lept on 
to our bikes a n d cyc led ove r the 
Wherns ide p lateau and up Ingleborough 
H i l l . Reach ing the top at 4 o 'c lock we 
rode back d o w n in the p i t ch black, 
thankful ly wi thout fal l ing off. Whi ls t some 
managed to go out wa lk ing , others 
preferred to stay in wa t ch ing Wac-a-Day 
and v is i t ing the pub opposite. 

Over the Chr is tmas ho l iday the winter 
tour went up to Fort W i l l i a m in Scot land 
for a week, but that's a long story. If this 
sounds l ike y ou r Pot Noodle look on the 
not iceboard under Beit A r c h for further 
details. D ib , D ib , Dib . Be prepared . 

Canoeing 
The trip to the Upper Dart at the end of 
last term was eventful to say the least. 
A r r i v i n g at the campsite on Dar tmoor at 
two in the m o r n i n g and p i tch ing tents in 
inches of snow ended of course in a 
snowba l l fight. The journey d o w n to the 
r iver on Saturday was a bit hair rais ing, 
w i th one in f ive slopes cove red in snow. 
'Where 's the road?', was a good quest ion, 
but Er ic the dr i ver could handle anyth ing . 

O n to the canoe ing and the five mi le 
stretch of r i v e r we tackled was supposed 
to be a chal lenge for this year 's 
beginners, the larger rapids, aptly named 
the Wash ing Mach ine and the l ike, I'm 
afraid I can't c ommen t on except to say I 
was fished, splutter ing out of most of 
them. 

The next morn ing , we dec ided against 
frozen wetsuits and took the smal canoes 
sledging, r ac ing six year-olds d o w n hills, 
canoes against plastic trays. That was the 
perfect end to a fun weekend , one of the 
best so far. 

Snooker 
The more observant a m o n g y o u w i l l have 
not iced that the long awa i ted token 
meters are i n operat ion. Th i s effectively 
means that on l y members can use the 
club facilities. 

To get your tokens come to the C lub 
w i th your membersh ip ca rd any 
luncht ime. 

The quota is three tokens per member , 
per week, four if y o u pay an ex t ra £1.00 
(one-off). 

FELIX 
DEADLINES 
M o n Lunch - What 's On, Small 

Ads, Letters 

Tues Lunch - Prearranged 
Features, Reviews, etc 

A n y t i m e - News 

Call the Felix Hotline 

E x t 3 5 1 5 
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What's On 
AN UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS IN AND AROUND IMPERIAL COLLEGE. IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE AN EVENT HERE COME 
INTO THE FELIX OFFICE BY MONDAY LUNCHTIME. 

FRIDAY 
Hang Gliding 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Come and find out 
about weekend training. Weekly meeting. 
Conservative Soc Meeting 12.30pm 
Physics 737. 
Yacht Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Huxley 413. 
Rag Meeting 12.40pm 
Union Lounge. 
Friday Prayers 1.00pm 
Southside Gym. See Islamic Society. 
Kung Fu 4.30pm 
Union Gym. 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 5.00pm 
413 Maths. 
Christian Union Meeting 6.00pm 
308 Computing. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Fencing Club Training 6.40pm 
Club training. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and join in. 
Southside Disco 3.30pm 
Southside Bar. 

SATURDAY 
Boat Club 3.00pm 
Putney Boathouse 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in Southside Gym. 

SUNDAY 
Sunday Service 10.00am 
Anteroom Sherfield Building. See West London 
Chaplaincy. 
Catholic Chaplaincy Mass ll.OOam 
53 Cromwell Road. 
Wargames l.OOpm 
UDH. A l l welcome. 
Yoga 10.30am 
Southside Gym. 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in the Union Gym. 
Catholic Mass 6.00pm 
53 Cromwell Road, followed by supper. 
Boat Club 3.00pm 
Putney Boathouse. 

MONDAY 
RockSoc Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Al l abnormalities 
welcome. 
Basketball Club 3.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Men's Team. 
Keep Fit 3.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Rock 'n' Roll Lessons 6.00pm 
JCR. Intermediate. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Rock n Roll 7.00pm 
JCR. Beginners 

Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and try one of the 
most physically demanding sports. 
Latin American 8.00pm 
JCR. Beginners/Improvers 

TUESDAY 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 3.30pm 
Chaplain's Office 
Riding Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Radio Modellers 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Cathsoc Mass 12.30pm 
Mech Eng 702. Followed'by lunch. 
Sailing Club 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
PhotoSoc l.OOpm 
Southside Lounge. New members to join. 
Jewish Society Meeting 1.30pm 
Union Dining Hall. AGM. Contact Andrew 
Preston (Maths 2) for further details. 
Radio Modellers 3.30pm 
Student training workshop, Mech Eng. 
Keep Fit 3.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Amenesty International 3.30pm 
Clubs Committee Room. Weekly meeting. 
Wine Tasting Soc 6.00pm 
Union Lounge. Weekly meeting. Everyone 
welcome 
Social Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. Beginners. 
Canoe Club 6.15pm 
Beit Quad store or 8.30pm in Southside Upper 
Lounge. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Latin American 7.00pm 
JCR. Bronze Medal Class. 
Yoga 8.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Cricket Nets 3.00pm 
Lords. Meet at 7.45pm in Mech Eng Foyer. 
Must bring whites. 

WEDNESDAY 
Keep Fit : 12.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
No war in the Gulf meeting l.OOpm 
Mech Eng 220 with speaker Tony Benn. 
FBI Society Meeting l.OOpm 
Maths 340. Negotiating skills with KPMG Peat 
Marwick McLintock. 
Cycling Training l.OOpm 
Meet at Beit Arch. 
Wargames /.OOpm 
UDH. Al l welcome. 
Micro Club Meeting 1.15pm 
Top floor NW corner Union Building. Every 
week. 
Kung Fu 1.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Rowing Club 2.00pm 
Putney Boathouse. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.00pm 
Southside Gym. 

Basketball Club 7.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Women's Team 
Kung Fu Club 7.30pm 
Union Gym. Wu Shu Kwan. 

THURSDAY 
Fencing Training 11.30am 
Intermediate & advanced coaching. 
Balloon Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
YHA Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Postgrad Lunch 12.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Princes Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Fencing Training 12.30pm 
Beginners Training. 
Fencing Training 1.30pm 
General. 
Gliding Club Meeting l.OOpm 
Aero 266. Come and arrange a trial flight. AH 
newcomers welcome. 
Keep Fit 3.30pm 
Southside Gym 
Midweek Service 3.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Prince's Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Social Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. Intermediate. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Social Ballroom 7.00pm 
JCR. Beginners. 
FilmSoc Film 'The Wall' 7.30pm 
Mech Eng 220. 
Latin American 3.00pm 
JCR. Gold medal class. 
Southside Disco J8.30pm 
Southside Bar. 
ICCAG Soup Run 3.15pm 
Meet Weeks Hall Basement to take food to 
London's homeless. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
•ATTENTION all IC Radio members! There 
will be an important station general meeting 
for all members on Jan 24 at 1pm in 
Northside. Bring along your union and 
membership cards. 
• T H E R E ARE STILL a few tickets left for the 
Guilds Dinner and Dance in the Park Lane 
Hotel. Available from the Guilds Office, Level 
3, Mech Eng. Price £85.00 per double. 
• W E D 23 JAN . Maths room 340 at 1pm. 
Negotiating skills with KPMG Peat Marwick 
McLintock. 

ACCOMMODATION 
• FULHAM FLAT SHARE. Non-smoking PG 
wanted for single room. Rent £51 pw. Contact 
Anna on 955 7472 (day) or 731 1375 (eve). 

W A N T E D 
• W A N T E D : Smal l car for under £500. 
Contact Chr i s on 589 8672 (int 8672). 
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Scr ibb lers ' Corner . . 
Correct, Just Bullshit 

LETTERS 

Dear Sir, 
John Major says that he wishes to 

create a classless society a n d I bel ieve 
he's sincere. They say act ions speak 
louder than words , so he should start by 
w i thdraw ing al l government aid to the 
arts counc i l and the arts industry as a 
whole . Last year they rece ived £500 
mi l l i on ( inc luding tax exemptions) . I am 
an ardent Che lsea supporter and last year 
the c lub pa id £1.61 m i l l i on in taxes. O n l y 
footbal l—the cul ture of the masses—is 
taxed and the money g iven as a subsidy 
to the arty-farty culture vul tures who 
enjoy ballet, opera and serious theatre, 
i.e. the per fo rming arts. In the ma in those 
pursuits are enjoyed by a mon i ed 
m inor i t y w h o have their pleasures 
subsidised by the massive majority. I 
don't expect to be g iven m o n e y or get 
cheaper tickets to watch footbal l . So w h y 
should pretentious prats in b o w ties? 

W e l l I am in formed that the arts are 
Br i t i sh culture. Br i t i sh culture? What , a fat 
Iti in a dress, p ranc ing up and d o w n the 
stage s inging in a high vo ice . O r maybe 
Br i t i sh culture is men w i th cr icket boxes 
stuffed d o w n the front of their tights, 

chuck ing about an anorex i c w o m a n . W e l l 
that ain't m y culture. 

I a m also in fo rmed that the arts are 
beautiful to watch . We l l I f ind a 40 y a r d 
pass by A n d y T o w n s e n d to f ind Ke r r y 
D i x o n , w h o then scores, as beautiful, but 
again this is not subsidised. 

Last year the RSC had to close two of 
its theatres i n the Barb i can because it 
couldn't afford to keep them open. W e 
were told h o w terr ible this wou ld be for 
the country . Quite obv ious ly no one gave 
a toss. What no rma l people are 
concerned about is if they can get a bed 
in a hospital or their e lder ly parents have 
enough money to surv ive . 

The government , quite r ight ly , refused 
to subsidise unprof i table pits w h i c h 
caused the miners ' str ike. Nor d id they 
subsidise the unprof i table docks w h i c h 
used to be in the heart of the East End . 
So what is so b loody specia l about the 
arts? 

A s a free marketeer I don't bel ieve 
anyone 's le isure activit ies shou ld be 
subsidised. But if the government insists 
on do ing this let's subsidise pensioners ' 
b ingo, or I'll have some of the money , so 

me and m y friends can go out to the pub, 
have a game of darts and then go and 
have Pie, Mash a n d Je l l ied Eels. £500 
mi l l i on wou ld go a ve ry long way ! 

The money should not be spent on 
pathetic government bashing ethnic fringe 
theatres or o n stuck up groups of wea l thy 
aristos. It shou ld be g iven to the N H S 
w h i c h is in need of funds. Ta lk ing of 
stuck up groups of people, I bet Mat thew 
Salter l ikes the arts. W h o knows , that 
money could be spent on g i v ing h im his 
bad ly needed b ra in transplant. After J ohn 
Major has f in ished w i th the arts industry 
he should turn his eye to the matter of 
publ ic schools a n d 'the o ld schoo l ties'. 
Howeve r y o u must feel sorry for those 
pr iv i leged few. Par t i cu lar ly when you see 
what the schools have made them into. 

Yours, 
Alan Bailey. 
P.S. In the last few letters against me 

there have been five references to 
xenophobic , four bigots and three racists. 
Come on lads lets have some new insults. 
Or how about descr ib ing m y letters as 
they real ly are. Correct , just and sensible. 

Pro British Defence 
Dear Andy, 

In his letter last week, Jason P ike stated 
that, ' A l l those wr i t ing against the right to 
abor t ion have i n voked G o d as the 
author i ty justi fying their case'. 

I wou ld l ike to point out that the ICU 
Pro-Life Society is non-rel igious, and any 
letters or art ic les wri t ten on behalf of the 
society have not and w i l l not ' invoke 
God ' . 

Our members ' belief that h u m a n life 
must be respected at a l l stages of 
deve lopment stems f rom their o w n 
part icular mo ra l code. Natura l ly for some 
this is part of their rel ig ious belief, but for 
those who do not ascribe to any re l ig ion, 
the seeming ly widespread op in ion that 
anyone symathet ic to the Pro-Life cause 
is a rel igious fundamental ist can be very 
irr i tat ing, not to ment ion damag ing to the 
way people v i ew the society. 

In short, we we l come members of any 
persuasion—athiests and bel ievers (of any 
variety). 

I hope this sets things straight. 
Yours sincerely, 
Rebecca Walter, Secretary ICU Pro-Life. 

Dear Andy, 
Please convey m y thanks to A m i n E l -

K h o l y for another superei l ious, 
derogatory and patronis ing letter, this 
t ime directed at me. 

This business of cultures is so obv iously 
t r iv ia l that I'm amazed he bothered 
dragg ing it out longer. I hope I can settle 
the matter once and for a l l . 

It al l began in F E L I X 882, when A m i n 
made some unpleasant r emarks about the 
Br i t ish, suggesting we are a nat ion of 
bel l igerent, x enophob i c drunkards . In 888 
he denounced these remarks as tongue in 
cheek, and I accept they probably were; 
nevertheless I feel they shou ld never 
have been made. I wrote back in 885 
saying, ho ld on ! Br i ta in ain't that bad! For 
dar ing to defend m y country 's reputat ion 
I am branded 'narrow, nat ional ist ic and 
bigoted' . 

Bigoted? Defnite ly not. It's quite true 
that I ho ld s t rong op in ions on many 
subjects, opinions w h i c h I w i l l vo ice and 
defend if I can be bothered. However , I 
a lways encourage debate, argument and 
discussion. Construct ive cr i t i c ism rather 

than insults f rom M r E l -Kho l y wou ld be 
we lcome. 

Nationalist ic? Perhaps. A l l I said were a 
few words about what I l i ke about 
Br i ta in . I c ou ld have done the same about 
Ireland, F rance , Bulgar ia , Morocco , or 
any country I k n o w any th ing about. 
A n y o n e has the right to d is l ike this 
country , and to try to change it; I ask for 
the right to defend the things in Br i ta in I 
consider wo r th retaining. If that is be ing 
national ist ic, then so be it. 

Narrow? This is a pretty b road subject. 
I th ink I'll pass on it. 

In his last paragraph M r E l -Kho l y 
reached some quite interest ing 
conclusions f r om the one sentence I 
wrote per ta in ing to the Gulf Crisis. 
Interesting, a n d most ly wrong , keep it up, 
A m . 

I went to the anti-war demo in 
Trafalgar Square, to observe rather than 
part ic ipate. Wha t par t icu lar ly annoyed me 
was the t remendous an t i -Amer i can feel ing 
expressed in placards and speeches, and 
the naive attitude that A m e r i c a is the sole 
source of a l l tens ion in the M idd l e East. 

21 



Athena Speaks 
Most people cal led for an Arab solution to 
the crisis. 1 pointed out to a steward that 
the solution the A rab countries reached 
was to ask for 'Western' help. The surly 
steward, a Leninist to judge from his 
plethora of badges, said b lunt ly—we 
shouldn't help them. To justify this v iew 
he recited a list of other places we 
allegedly failed to help, such as 
Afghanistan, Panama, Czechoslovakia , 
South Afr ica (?) and others. Wel l , I 
suggested, wouldn't this be a perfect 
opportunity to start helping oppressed 
people around the world? 'Piss off, was 
the elequent response. 1 fear it reflected 
the 1Q of a large number of the 
protestors. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ultan McCarthy, Physics 3. 

Who? 
Dear Andy, 

I'd like to br ing to your readers 
attention a m u c h more explosive problem 
than that of Mr Husseins imminent 
demise. 

What I'm ta lk ing about is this: Y o u get 
in from a tough day at college. Y o u then 
wander down to some bar. You have few 
pints w i th the lads, brag about what 
happened last night, and then, unl ike 
most of the 'men ' here, go and chat up 
some dopey bitch. Y o u go back to her 
room/flat. A l l you want is a good shag 
wi th whassa her name. So you tell you 
love her and pul l on a condom. The 
woman thinks you're responsible, 'cos 
you're wear ing the thing. Y o u think 
you're safe. Guy 's , you w i th me so far? 

So you bonk her more stupid than she 
is already is. You 're just th ink ing about 
leaving now you've sobered up enough to 
see her face clearly. Y o u look down. Shit, 
the balloons up, the rubbers r ipped. It's 
not you're fault that you're a real man, is 
it? 

I ask you, what are Bri t ish Standards 
coming to? The pride of the Bri t ish 
workforce has gone to pot! It's bad 
enough that you 've got to wear a 
raincoat on your knob, just 'cos the pi l l is 
out of fashion wi th todays ' l iberated', ie 
easy, women. Some tossers might write 
letters to you saying how wonderful 
Britain is, but what state are we in when 
a man can't even be free to use his God 
given right to sex when he wants it, 
without worry ing about catching 
something? Not to mention the hassle of 
some bitch knock ing on your door in 
three months time. It wouldn't be so bad, 
but they never take T * * k of f for an 
answer! 
Yours, 
A Real Man, 

Dear Sir, 
I have a number of points to make this 

week. 

1. M y first point is that I shall try to 
number them a l l so that when people l ike 
A m i n El -Kholy talk about my letters they 
can give an Issue number and a point 
number when discussing m y assertions. 

2. Mr E l -Kho ly says his 'first reaction, 
however, was not to waste time on a 
reply since the arguments presented were 
so weak...' Surely if they were so weak 
they would not take long to brush away? 
I'm afraid that that sort of reply is always 
looked upon as a last desperate bluff, 
whether rightly or wrongly. 

However , I shal l try and work out 
wh i ch points he was on about. If he was 
discussing the letter in issue 883 (the only 
letter since his first effort) then here is 
my reply: 

The first 43 words discuss the necessity 
for exact use of vocabulary in an 
argument eg 'no proven corre lat ion ' and 
'proven no correlat ion' are two totally 
different statements made up of the same 
three words. I w i l l expect no argument 
on this part. 

The next 70 words deals w i th the F A C T 
that hostages must not be used for 
bargaining. If I hold a gun to my bank 
manager's head and ask for a mi l l ion 
pounds and I am not punished, then I and 
everyone else wi l l try it again. Y o u wi l l 
get a mi l l ion pounds, you wi l l not actually 
have to hurt anyone, and it w i l l soon 
become daily routine. 

Then comes 98 words on the same 
lines as the Amnesty International article 
in issue 888. No arguments here I hope. 
The rest is the choice of A thena as a 
name wh ich could result i n endless 
irrelevant discussion as I'm not changing 
it. 

3. About sanctions. Whi l e I would 
prefer sanctions tQ war, it is clear that 
Saddam does, not worry about his people, 
indeed he has used Chemicals on them. 
So he wi l l not notice sanctions unti l it 
begins to hurt his Mil i tary. This wi l l take 
several years. He is also close to 
developing nuclear weapons, wh ich he 
w i l l use as he used Chemicals. So there is 
good reason to believe that sanctions w i l l 
fail. 

Thus it is v i tal that Saddam believes 
that he wi l l eventual ly be attacked if he 
does not withdraw, otherwise he won't 
withdraw. 

The UN has set a date, by wh i ch he 
must be wi thdrawing from Kuwai t . He 
has already had since August 2. He has 
had enough time. If on that day the U N 
agrees to al low more time, it says to h im 

'ok, but if you don't get out on x x x you ' l l 
die. Ok, if you don't get out on yyy you ' l l 
die..' etc. It wou ld be reminiscent of the 
Robin Wi l l iams sketch on Khaddaffi's L ine 
of Death: ' Y o u cross this line, you die. 
Ok, you cross this line you die. This line. 
This. Ok, you knock on my door, I'm not 
coming out, nyar. ' 

I might be able to understand the 
thinking that 15 January is too early; 
though I might not agree wi th it, I could 
see the idea came from a relatively sane 
mind. However the date has been set. It 
cannot now be changed without 
convinc ing Saddam he can stay as long as 
he wants. 

4. I hope that after reading my article 
in 885 I clarif ied my dislike of any 
organised re l ig ion. The point should now 
be clear that the Islamic countries now 
have the same degree of religious belief 
as did Europe approximate ly four 
centuries ago. They have a culture based 
heavi ly on their rel igion, and the 
theocracy has a similar power to the 
Catholic church of European history. It is 
for this reason that I state that the Islamic 
nations are four centuries less cultural ly 
mature than the West. It is not meant as 
a slur of intell igence. The fact is that it 
takes a long t ime for a populat ion to 
come to terms w i th the fact that the 
theocracy distorts a rel igion for its own 
purposes. It is the same for communism, 
Islam, the Roman Catholics; the people at 
the top are corrupt. For example: 

Saddam has called for a Ho ly war. Sura 
109 of the Ko ran finishes by saying about 
unbelievers 'To you your rel ig ion, and to 
me mine' . A n d in Sura 2 'God loves not 
the aggressors. Slay them wherever you 
come upon them. ' A n d yet it was Saddam 
who invaded Kuwai t . The U N should 
perhaps follow the Koran and slay 
Saddam? 

5. Here's one, pr imari ly for Christians, 
but also for any 'eternal life' religion. God 
says to forgive a man his sins, the one 
lost sheep being the most important etc. 
To get to Heaven you must be 
compassionate and not tolerate a man 
suffering, even if he is your enemy. So 
how can there be anyone in Heaven? To 
be in Heaven, and know that uncountable 
souls are suffering for eternity in Hel l , 
must cause you incredible anguish. 
Heaven wi l l be your own private Hel l ! 
and if you are content to see people 
suffer in He l l , then you do not deserve to 
be in Heaven! I can't wait to hear your 
arguments on that one! 

6. Ok Pro-Life time. First let's talk about 
the six G U Y S that wrote this letter (issue 
885, Da Capo), they're G U Y S ! God-squad 
for that matter. No doubt y o u believe a 
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E d i t o r i a l 
Wel l , just to be total ly rad ica l I'm go ing 
to take the immor t a l adv ice of Bas i l 
Fawl ty and not ment ion the war . I'm 
going to talk about someth ing m u c h 
closer to our hearts. No, not the nerve 
gas in the Iraqi Embassy, but: 
Things that suck, no. 1: Extending 

the College Day 
Right, let's get a few things straight 

(don't even th ink it). The who le th ing (I 
was go ing to say idea, but that gives it 
m u c h more credi t than it deserves) 
started w i th two goals i n m i n d . By , the 
way, when I say 'started' I mean that it 
has now. Whe the r or not the Rector had 
gone as far as to th ink up a justif ication 
for sc rewing us a l l before setting up the 
'Work ing ' Pa r t y is not cer ta in . A n y w a y , 
the excuses they ' re g i v ing now are: 

(i) T o ease the pressures on such places 
as the QT, refectories, and the Un ion 
Snack Bar that are caused by a un i fo rm 
lunch hour. 

(ii) To prov ide more lecture and lab 
space by g i v ing more hours in the 
time-table. 

In order to ease these prob lems they 
proposed to have different lunch hours 
for different groups w i th in the Col lege, 
and to start ear l ier and/or f inish later. In 
case y o u haven' t real ised, the first w o u l d 
screw clubs that meet at l u n c h t ime, the 
second, we l l , th ink of a p r ob l em (hint: 
There 's loads: Cleaners unab le to f inish 
w o r k before col lege starts, w o m e n 
trave l l ing home later, staff hav ing trouble 
gett ing to and from home, not to ment ion 
the stress of longer hours at w o r k for 
students and staff, etc.etc.) 

So, what have they done? We l l , 
typ ica l ly enough for a commit tee , v e ry 

little. A s yet none of the staff, c leaners, 
security or students have been formal ly 
consulted, a n d neither have any of the 
unions concerned . ICU itself is a little 
better off, ma in l y because even His 
Rectorness couldn ' t stop Pau l Shanley 
(ICU President) f rom sitt ing on the 
W o r k i n g Party . 

Consequent ly some of the CCUs have 
organised surveys , and ICU (under the 
steady hand of E l Presidente) has 
organised b o t h U G M s and a re ferendum, 
in order to present the op in i on of the 
students to the W o r k i n g (?) Party. Guess 
what? In a l l of them there was a 
resounding ' fuck o f f (about 9 0 % against). 

A n d guess what else? They ' v e ignored 
them. Tota l ly . Appa ren t l y the C C U survey 
was carr i ed out i n a manner that was 
'weighted against the proposals ' , and as 
there were on ly just over 500 papers 
comple ted in the re ferendum it was 
'unrepresentat ive of the genera l feeling of 
the students'. B y the way , a U G M only 
needs 300 to be quorate, and therefore 
pass a mot ion w h i c h cou ld have a huge 
affect on col lege. A s to the U G M result: 
w h o knows? 

They are n o w propos ing a Col lege day 
of 9-6, w i th a one hour lunch f rom 1-2. 
That 's rea l ly go ing to help po int (i), isn't 
it? A s to point (ii), staff that I've spoken 
too th ink that the prob lem is more one of 
organisat ion and co-operation between 
departments. To this end Col lege, in a 
total ly uncharacter is t ic fit of c lear-headed 
sensibleness, have dec ided to have a 
space audit (k ind of l ike a f inancial audit, 
but w i th rulers instead of the F raud 
Squad). W e l i ve in hope as to its results. 

Our last chance to do someth ing comes 
next Tuesday (the 22nd) luncht ime, at 1 
p m , in the J C R when the U n i o n is ho ld ing 
an Ex t rao rd ina ry (read E M E R G E N C Y ) 
Genera l Meet ing , or E G M for those of y o u 
that l ike init ia ls . For God's sake, for O U R 
sake, for anybody that y o u care about's 
sake, B E T H E R E ! It's on ly an hour of 
your t ime, a n d without it, we 're at the 
mercy of whatever the fuck they want to 
do. Pretty please. 
Things that suck, no. 2: War 

Okay , so I l ied; I a m go ing to ment i on 
it. A quick r e v i ew of the si tuat ion up unt i l 
midnight our t ime on Wednesday the 9th. 
(Bear w i th me for a sec, there is a point. 
Honest). 

Saddam Husse in c laws and back-stabs 
his way to power . T ime passes. He goes 
to war w i th Iran, w i th Wes te rn (not just 
Amer i can ) back ing . The w a r lasts eight 
years. In this t ime his e conomy takes a 
dive (surprise), so he bor rows lots of 
dosh, ma in l y f rom other A r a b states, 
inc lud ing the very r i ch Kuwa i t ( remember 
that - it's important) . The w a r ends 
inconc lus ive ly . Saddam has b i g debts, and 
an economy that makes A m e r i c a look 
healthy. He also has an o v e rwhe lm ing 
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amb i t i on (publ ic ly stated m a n y times) to 
see a comb ined A r a b nat ion (guess w h o 
he 'd l ike to see in charge. Remember this 
- it's important ) . Kuwa i t starts to ca l l in its 
loans. Spur red on by this example 
( remember the w o r d ' example ' - it's 
important) severa l other A r a b nations do 
the same. Saddam can't pay (surprise). 

H is o w n so lut ion to this p r ob l em is, as 
they say, history. B y invad ing Kuwa i t he 
ki l ls three birds w i th one stone (clever 
move . O r so he thought): He makes an 
examp le (told y o u it was important ) of 
Kuwa i t , thus d iscourag ing the other A rabs 
f rom t ry ing to get their money . He also 
p lanned to loot the rather over laden 
coffers of Kuwa i t , easing his economy 
(not to men t i on the oil). Last ly he takes 
step numero uno towards dominat i on of 
the M idd l e East. Wha t a c lever chap (I'm 
actual ly be ing sincere). 

Unfortunate ly for h im. . . W e l l , y o u k n o w 
the rough story. I don't th ink anyone 
w o u l d deny that Saddam Husse in (notice 
that I refer to h i m , not Iraq. H e is to 
b lame for the act ions of his country) had 
no right to invade Kuwa i t (arguments that 
revo lve a r ound events that occurred 
near ly a century ago are idiotic). There is 
no mora l justi f ication for w h y he has 
done it, and whathe 's been do ing since. 
He cannot be a l l owed to stay. Kuwa i t , 
even a l l the other A r a b nat ions couldn't 
and can't stop h i m . 

But, as I've sa id , war sucks. However , 
for negotiations to be effective there have 
to be two w i l l i n g part ic ipants. M e n l ike 
Husse in cannot be a l l owed to do as they 
w ish . They must be stopped, just as Hi t l e r 
had to be stopped. Thus w e come to the 
c rux of the p rob l em: W a r sucks, but 
negot iat ion won ' t work . T h e U N have 
dec ided on their course. Before we 
condone or condemn , we must th ink 
what we wou ld do, and be honest in our 
appraisal of how realistic our suggestions 
are. 
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COCK UP! 

Yes, the gremlins of Editorial 
idiocy have struck again. 

Due to mental regression 
caused by high stress levels 

the letter from Athena begun 
on the previous page wi l l be 

continued not here, but in 
next weeks issue. 

Felix would like to sincerely 
apologise to all concerned. 
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IC E N T S P R E S E N T S 

NEW YEAR'S 
CARNIVAL 91 
Friday 18th January 
•DESMOND DEKKER* 

+ 
• S A X A P P E A L * 

+• 

• L O V E K I T T E N S * 

• B O Y , GIRL S O U P * 
plus: LATE BAR, DISCO till 3am, 

FILMS, CASINOS, COCKTAILS 
DOORS OPEN 8pm £3.50 advance, £2.50 ents card, £4.50 on door Tickets available from Union Office (Union Cards required) R.O.A.R. 


