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I iM QMW Departments Slashed 
Queen M a r y a n d Westf ield Col lege is to 
lose at least one, and probably two 
departments. To al leviate an ongoing and 
unspecified deficit, their 'Cuts Group ' have 
put forward four suggestions to save S I . 5 
M i l l i o n . The cuts are m u c h worse than 
expected. A l l four options invo lve the 
closure of Medi te r ranean Studies, the on ly 
department of its type in Europe . 

T h e options are:-
A - M a k e the cuts across all 15 loss-

m a k i n g departments. 
B - Cut B io logy and Eng inee r ing severely, 
and make smal ler cuts across the other 
departments. 
C - A s above, except Russian, D r a m a and 
G e r m a n are e x c l u d e d from cuts. 
D - Close B i o l o g y comple te ly , cut 
Engineer ing severely . 

Q M W Col lege is opposed to A as it 
w o u l d ser iously damage m a n y 
departments, and destroy Russian. B and 

C w o u l d probably lead to the closure 
of B io logy a n y w a y , and so opt ion D 
seems most l i ke ly . 

The options w i l l be put to Univers i t ies 
Fund ing C o u n c i l (UFC) on December 13. 
T h e Q M W Student's U n i o n Execu t ive 
Commit tee ( Q M W S U Exec) bel ieve that 
opt ion D has already been decided upon 
by Professor George Ze l l i ck , act ing 
Pr inc ipa l of Q M W , and the 'Cuts Group ' , 
and c la im that U F C w i l l act as a ' rubber 
stamp to that decision ' . 

No t ime scale has yet been announced 
for the cuts, but it is r u m o r e d that cuts 
w o u l d have to take place almost 
immedia te ly to be effective. A l l students 
w i l l be able to finish their degrees, but 
not necessarily at Q M W . T h e closure of 
B io logy w i l l affect 700 students and 300 
staff. Staff reduct ions across other 
departments are l ike ly . The re w i l l be no 
overa l l drop in student numbers , as Q M W 

w i l l increase the numbers on cheaper 
Ar t s courses. 

Q M W S U E x e c bel ieve that the crisis is 
the result of 'years of underfunding and 
mismanagement ' and main ta in that 'cuts 
of any k ind are unacceptable ' . T h e y are 
encouraging students to wr i t e to their 
MPs over the cuts, and have started a 
peti t ion. A m a r c h is be ing held on 
Wednesday , start ing at 2 .00pm outside 
U L U and go ing on to U F C . Students from 
any college are encouraged to come 
a long and support the m a r c h . 

Paul Shanley, ICU president said that it 
was 'sad that Q M W were putt ing financial 
considerations before academic ones', but 
that the Medi te r ranean Studies closure 
was 'no great loss, S O A S is the only one 
of its type in Europe , but it should be 
burnt down! ' . 

Print Unit Moves To Mary's 
The College Pr int Uni t w i l l be m o v i n g to 
St .Mary 's ear ly next year, me rg ing w i t h 
the facilities that exist there already. M r 
Ke i th Fisher, Senior Assistant Secretary, 
Se rv ic ing of G o v e r n i n g B o d y and 
Commit tees , sa id that the increased cost 
of sending pr int w o r k ove r to Mary ' s 
w o u l d be offset by labour savings as one 
pr inter was l eav ing to do social work . 

M r Fisher admit ted that no system for 
col lec t ing pr int w o r k to be sent to Mary ' s 
had been p roduced yet, though this 
w o u l d be dealt wi th . A lot of Col lege 
print w o r k was sent to outside 
contractors, M r Fisher said. This is un l ike 
Mary ' s where a lot of pr in t ing is done 
internal ly . 

Clayponds 
Loret ta O 'Ca l l aghan , Col lege 
A c c o m m o d a t i o n Officer, compla ined 
yesterday about students go ing to visit 
the new Clayponds residential site. Sti l l 
under construct ion, she sa id that 'it's a 
bui ld ing site, they shouldn ' t be there', 
adding that at the m o m e n t it was 
dangerous and that their actions were 
' r idiculous. ' 

Miss O 'Ca l l aghan said that she was ve ry 
pleased though wi th the number of 
applications resul t ing from the article in 
F E L I X last week and the p romot iona l 
handouts for the site. The appl ica t ion 
forms were c o m i n g ' in droves ' and that to 
date they have rece ived ' w e l l over 200 
appl icat ion forms' . This she descr ibed as 
an 'excellent response.' 

W h e n asked about replies and 
acceptances of applicat ions she said that 
these w o u l d be done as soon as possible, 
'hopefully before the end of the term. ' 

H e said that the ma in advantage of the 
m o v e was to create a free r o o m , the 
Col lege being 'strapped for space', 
a l though there are no plans for the r o o m 
at the moment . This , he said, was 
because a combina t ion of circumstances 
had lead to the move occur r ing in a short 
space of t ime. 

M r Fisher said that the newer of the 
two off-set litho printers in Col lege w i l l be 
m o v e d to Mary ' s , replac ing the 'ancient ' 
unit there. He also said that the Print 
Unit 's photocopier w o u l d be s taying in 
Sherfield and w o u l d be run by a junior 
member of staff. 

Of the current Print Uni t staff, Gary 
Humphr ies , (Photocopy a n d Fin ish ing 

Supervisor) has handed in his notice 
whils t M r . Steve Davis , (Off-set L i tho 
Supervisor) has been offered a placement 
at the Mary ' s site. B o t h of t hem said that 
they were 'not ve ry happy' w i th the 
plans. 

W h e n asked if he had any invo lvement 
in the plan to m o v e , M r . Dav is answered 
'none at a l l ' . H e said that he had rece ived 
a cal l a week a go from M r Fisher w h o 
offered h i m a job at Mary ' s , starting on 
the 1st of January . 

M r . Davis sees the ma in p rob lem wi th 
the m o v e w i l l be the customers. M a n y , he 
said, require print w o r k straight away, 
and this w i l l not be possible dur ing the 
move . 

Montpelier Confusion 
A 'positive decis ion ' over the residents of 
Montpel ie r w i l l be made on Fr iday said 
M r Gordan Marsha l l , Di rec tor of IC. H e 
had or ig ina l ly to ld Dr R i c h a r d Clarke , 
warden of Montpe l ie r , that the residents 
w o u l d have to leave by the 16th 
December w h e n their current contracts 
expire . 

After repor t ing the o r ig ina l leaving date 
to residents, Dr Clarke , in a meet ing on 
the 11th November , told t hem that they 
w o u l d be able to stay o n unti l the end of 
M a r c h , a message he had rece ived from 
A c c o m m o d a t i o n . Dr Clarke to ld Fe l ix that 
he had p resumed that this meant unti l the 
end of the first te rm next year . He also 
said that he was rece iv ing more 
informat ion v i a Fe l ix and the 

A c c o m m o d a t i o n office than from M r 
Marsha l l . 

M r C la rke was told by A n g u s Fraser, 
Manag ing Di rec tor of Imper ia l College, 
this M o n d a y that he could not give any 
assurance that the residents cou ld stay 
over Christmas and that a decis ion w o u l d 
be made today, dependant o n decisions 
by Westminster Counc i l . M r Marsha l l , 
however , said that it was p r o v i n g difficult 
to get hold of Westmins ter and that 
var ious factors ' a l l seem to come out of 
the w o o d w o r k together' . 

Dr Clarke further said that it was 
'essential to p lan over Chris tmas ' for the 
possible lack of accommoda t ion and that 
he thought that students we re 'not being 
considered ' in the current plans. 



Southwell Cei l ing Collapse 
T w o weeks ago a cei l ing in Southwel l 
House, E v e l y n Gardens , col lapsed wh i l e 
one of the residents was in the room. She 
had just stood up from her desk and 
turned to wa lk across the r o o m w h e n the 
plaster 'fell d o w n in front of m y eyes'. 
She said that if her r o o m mate had either 
been w o r k i n g at her desk, getting 
something f rom the ward robe or enter ing 
the r o o m then she w o u l d have been hit 
by the falling plaster. 

The area of ce i l ing that fell had just 
recent ly been pa in ted to ma tch in wi th 
the rest of the r o o m as on ly two years 
ago a s imilar incident occured . A t that 
t ime the p r o b l e m was so lved by patching 
the lost area of plaster and not replac ing 
the whole ce i l ing of the r o o m . This 
operat ion w i l l again be e m p l o y e d as the 
cost for pa tching the area is on ly about 
£ 1 3 0 , under a quarter of the cost of a full 
repair job. 

Joe Dines, f rom Estates, w h o is deal ing 
wi th the si tuation said that the p rob lem 
had arisen because of water l eak ing 

th rough the floor from the k i tchen above 
the r o o m . He had been informed that 
cleaners were l eav ing the freezers turned 
off at night to defrost them. Water 
poured out of the freezers a n d passed 
through the unsound v i n y l floor, soaking 
the ce i l ing be low. M r Dines has wri t ten to 
Peter Leeson about the si tuat ion and 
asked h im to stop the cleaners from 
defrosting the fridges in this manner . 

M r Dines bel ieves that the solut ion to 
the p rob l em has n o w been found and 
that repairs to the k i tchen floor wi l l start 
this morn ing . Af ter the w e e k e n d , when 
the ce i l ing of the r o o m w i l l have had 
t ime to dry, w o r k w i l l begin on the patch. 
A l l o w i n g for the plaster and then the 
paint to dry, M r Dines said that the 
residents w o u l d be able to move back in 
next w e e k e n d 'for definite' . 

A contractor from the bui lders A l i c k 
Whi t t le , on inspect ing the cei l ing said that 
the who le a rea should be replaced. M r 
Dines however said that he was not going 
to spend £ 6 0 0 o n a job that can be done 

for a round £ 1 3 0 . The warden of 
Southwel l House , K e n Y o u n g , said that 'I 
a m not in a posi t ion to judge Joe Dines 
professional o p i n i o n ' about the ce i l ing but 
that he w o u l d be ve ry keen to see an 
independent contractors op in ion . H e also 
stated that he thought that this w o u l d put 
the minds of the residents at rest. 

M r Y o u n g was also w o r r i e d that the 
reason given for the incident may be 
va l id on this occas ion but that no reasons 
had been given for the p r o b l e m in the 
same r o o m two years ago. E v e n if the 
trouble was recur r ing this does not 
exp la in a s imi lar but far m o r e serious 
event that happened in the r o o m opposite 
w h i c h also occured two years ago. The 
resident of that r o o m went to the toilet at 
2.00am and o n re turning two minutes 
later found a mass of debris spread over 
the floor of the r o o m and his bed. He 
added that he felt the 'excuses do seem 
to wea r ing a bit thin. ' 

Security Round Up P a v o u t 

A case of indecent exposure in the 
Physics L i b r a r y has been repor ted . The 
incident took place at 2 .00pm by a man 
descr ibed as 'white , we l l buil t , 5' 9", in 
his late 20's w i t h dark b r o w n hair, a ve ry 
smart b r o w n leather jacket a n d blue 
jeans'. A n y informat ion shou ld be g iven 
to T e r r y Br i l ey , Securi ty Officer, on 3370. 

T w o more cycles have been stolen this 
week, again not coded. T h e pol ice are 
interested in setting up another coding 
session next te rm if there is any demand. 
Please r ing Secur i ty on 3370 if y o u are 

interested in safeguarding your 
possessions in this way . 

F r o m next Monday , Securi ty w i l l be 
enforcing p a r k i n g regulations more 
strictly due to increased bu i ld ing work . 
Departments are asked to arrange 
temporary authorisat ion for any visitors 
by phon ing Secur i ty 24 hours in advance. 
M r Br i l ey c o m m e n t e d that he had 'just 
bought four m o r e clamps. ' 

Fal l Out 

T h e Har l ing ton Trustees have dec ided 
that £ 5 0 , 0 0 0 a year w i l l be released to 
sports clubs. O n Wednesday they dec ided 
that £ 1 7 , 0 0 0 w o u l d be g iven to the 
Sai l ing Club to buy six new boats and 
£ 1 5 , 0 0 0 to G l i d i n g Club to go towards a 
new two seater glider. 

Nick Lay , Capta in of the Gl id ing Club, 
said that the new glider w o u l d cost 
£ 4 5 , 0 0 0 , ' i m p r o v i n g G l i d i n g c lub facilities 
no end ' and m a k i n g g l id ing 'more 
accessible to more students. ' 

T h e Nude K a m i k a z e Parachute Jump last 
Saturday raised over £ 3 9 0 . A n d r e w from 
Maths raised £ 1 7 0 , Chub f rom M e c h E n g 
raised £ 8 0 and Steve and James, also 
from M e c h E n g , raised over £ 7 0 each. 

T h e Mines D i r t y Disco last M o n d a y was 
enjoyed by a l l i nvo lved . Steve Farrant , 
R a g Organiser , said that the event had 
raised approx imate ly £ 2 5 0 , adding that 
this was ' £ 2 5 0 more than last year ' . 

Guild 's C a r n i v a l last F r i d a y made a 
smal l loss, though the two bands, T h e 
Bogus Brothers and Fr iends of H a r r y , 
went d o w n w e l l . W a r w i c k M u l l e n , Gui ld 's 
Treasurer , said that the loss was due to a 
poor turnout a n d the Rugby Club not 
sel l ing out of cockta i ls . He sa id that the 
loss w o u l d on ly amount to tens of pounds 
and added that Guilds w o u l d not be going 
to Rag for any money . 

imperial college ents. presents 

live in the union lounge 

f riday 3 0 t h november 

doors open 9pm 

bar till lam disco till 2am 
tickets available from i.e. union office 
£1.50 with ents card 
£ 2 . 5 0 advance,£3.00 door 

imperial college,prince consort road,londort,sw7 



All you wanted to know about Alumnus Day but were afraid 
to ask. 

A l u m n u s D a y 
'What day?' I hear y o u say. W e l l A l u m n u s 
D a y is a day w h e n the Col lege welcomes 
back former students and staff w h o come 
to see how the Col lege , their department 
and friends are faring. A n oppor tuni ty to 
visit laboratories, see current research 
and talk to y o u , the current studejit 
populat ion. 

The festivities continue into the even ing 
wi th the A l u m n i Dinner , the Col lege 
Cho i r Concer t . L inks are ho ld ing their 
Chris tmas D i n n e r and al l T i e Clubs are 
staging a reun ion in the even ing . This 
year a special invite has been extended 
to a lumni from the years 1930, 40, 50, 
60, 70, 80 and 90. So if y o u have a free 
moment on F r i d a y afternoon and see a 
bewi lde red a lumnus, w h y not give he or 
she a hand (after all for m a n y of our 
a lumni the campus has changed 
phys ica l ly b e y o n d all recognit ion). Y o u 
are also ve ry w e l c o m e to visit areas of 
your department y o u may not yet have 
seen or even other departments w h i c h 
open from 2 .00pm. 

But w h y are we doing al l this? W e l l it's 
part of a wider p rog ramme of A l u m n i 
Relat ions. Once , upon graduat ion that 
was the last y o u heard of y o u r Col lege . 
N o w twice a year y o u can get updates of 
news, research and events at Imperial 

from the A n n u a l Report and the a lumni 
newsletter IC Matters. W h a t else do the 
a lumni get f rom this relat ionship? 

The speed of deve lopment in science 
and technology means that most of what 
is learnt dur ing your degree is out of date 
wi th in 10 years of graduat ion. It is a wise 
graduate w h o remains in contact w i th his 
Col lege w h i c h is after all a p ioneer in 
m a n y of these fields. 

N e t w o r k i n g w i t h fel low a l u m n i can also 
keep y o u abreast of developments in 
your field, solve technical problems, 
strike up partnerships, enable y o u to 
break into n e w fields. Our recently 
publ ished Address Books a long wi th our 
comprehens ive database c a n help y o u 
contact other A l u m n i . 

Vis i t ing H o n g K o n g , Z a m b i a , Bulgaria? 
W e re in contact w i th a l u m n i in 184 
countries. Some have their o w n a lumni 
associations a n d more are be ing set up. 
So if you ' re go ing to work , l ive or t ravel 
to far flung corners of the planet we can 
put y o u in touch w i t h some friendly 
faces. 

Reunions is perhaps the t radi t ional role 
of a lumni relations and is still one of the 
most important . If after 5, 10 or more 
years you ' re w o n d e r i n g what has 
happened to o ld friends we can not on ly 

prov ide up to date addresses but also 
help y o u organise it. 

W e l l what about the Col lege . H o w does 
she benefit? Newspapers are full of stories 
of restrictions on higher educat ion, staff-
student ratio, student loans , . . .Your 
equipment is becoming out dated. Y o u 
may be w o r r i e d that the react ion you get 
w h e n in t roduc ing yourself as an Imperial 
graduate w i l l become less glorious if new 
resources aren't found to cont inue the 
College's reputat ion for excel lence . To 
help al leviate some of these problems al l 
a lumni are g iven the oppor tuni ty to 
contribute to the A l u m n i fund w h i c h w i l l 
go towards student accommoda t ion , 
grants and y o u n g lectureships. The 
Chemica l Eng inee r ing Depar tment has 
also just l aunched its Jubi lee A p p e a l the 
funds of w h i c h w i l l go towards 
undergraduate teaching facilities. 

This is an update of the w o r k of the 
A l u m n u s Office in brief. One day y o u too 
w i l l be one of our a lumni , so if y o u want 
to find out m o r e feel free to visit us in 
R o o m 354 Sherfield. W e m a y even be 
able to help y o u whi le y o u are still in 
Col lege . 

Trainee Actuaries 

With your 

head for 

figures, 

you figure 

highly in 

the way 

ahead. 

What goes on inside your head is important to 
us. Not just the theories, strategems and hypoth
eses, but how all those things get put into practice. 
Your ideas are tomorrow's innovations. You have the 
power and the potential not only to change the way 
ahead for yoursel f , but also to change the way 
ahead for the European Communi ty 's largest mutual 
life assurance company. 

Standard Life is a progressive place. We are 
always adding to our strengths and taking away all 
the honours in the business of f inancial services. 
Our structured training programmes, dynamic work
ing environment and exceptional rewards are a 
formula for success on anyone's blackboard, which 
is why we succeed in attracting some of the best 
actuarial trainees in the UK {relatively speaking). 

We l ike-the individual thinker. The maverick. 
The graduate with creative flair and an eye for the 
unusual. We want you to experiment and we want 
to set tasks that, at first, you think are impossible, 
but in the end you are able to work out. 

The way ahead is never easy. But, all things 
being equal, having good people with good heads 
on their shoulders, we'l l figure out the best route. 

Standard Life will be visiting your university in 
the near future, for more information and a graduate 
brochure, call in at your careers off ice. 

Standard Life 
We don't follow standards.We set them. 



Don Adlington invites expedition proposals for next year. 

E x p l o r a t i o n ' 9 1 9 
FELIX 

It's easy to forget that the l o n g 
vacat ion—a clear three months of 
freedom to do what y o u wi l l—is a h ighly 
finite resource. F e w people ever again 
have such opportunit ies, once the 
demands and responsibi l i ty of career and 
family become major factors in life. Fo r 
thirty-five years, the IC Exp lo ra t i on B o a r d 
has encouraged students to think about a 
par t icular ly rewarding—not to say exot ic , 
w a y of using this t ime—by part ic ipat ion 
in expedi t ion activi ty, and there is 
scarcely a reg ion on the earth's surface 
w h i c h has not been t raversed by Imperial 
Col lege expedi t ions, by one means or 
another. M a n y hundreds of students have 
taken part, in an enormous var ie ty of 
activit ies. 

W h t sort of things do people do? Some 
examples from the past two years! There 
have been two , separate, life sciences 
expedit ions to Papua N e w Guinea , w i th 
projects on ants, rats, cockroaches and 
wood-rot t ing fungi. Three other groups 
under took a var ie ty of eco logica l projects 
in the rain-forests of Ecuador , Bo l iv i a , and 
Guyana . There have been four 
mounta ineer ing expedit ions to the 
K a r a k o r a m , the Andes and to Mount 

K e n y a , three of them c o m b i n i n g c l imb ing 
w i t h a va r i e ty of scientific projects. T w o 
other projects i n v o l v e d v e r y demanding 
t r ekk ing and runn ing ove r difficult terrain 
in Nepal and the K a r a k o r a m . A Cav ing 
Club exped i t ion carr ied out cave 
explora t ion in the D o m i n i c a n Republ ic . 

T h e possibili t ies, c lear ly , are endless. 
There is no reason, of course, w h y 
students should not go off a n d do exci t ing 
things in far-flung corners of the w o r l d 
ent i re ly without reference to the Col lege, 
and ve ry many do so. If the intent ion is 
to have an expedi t ion , however , as 
opposed to a n adventurous hol iday, there 
are we be l ieve some big advantages in 
using the Exp lo ra t i on B o a r d . In the first 
place expedi t ions gaining the Board 's 
formal recogni t ion have the status of 
official Col lege ventures, and m a n y use 
the College's name and considerable 
reputat ion in this field in their approaches 
to other organisations for help. T h e y w i l l 
have easy access to the body of expertise 
avai lable in the College, and to eminent 
authorities in a wide var ie ty of settings 
outside the Col lege . The Board 's approva l 
almost inva r i ab ly carries w i t h it a 
monetary grant, and many expedit ions 

bo r row equipment from the Board 's 
stock. The B o a r d also ensures proper 
insurance cover , at no cost to the 
students themselves. 

The disadvantage—if such it be—of 
seeking Exp lo ra t i on Board support is that 
there is a cer ta in degree of formali ty 
i n v o l v e d . Expedi t ions are expec ted to 
submit coherent proposals, w i th w e l l 
defined objectives, and on return, a 
comprehens ive report. T h e Board 's 
Treasurer maintains a degree of cont ro l 
over expedi t ions ' f inancial accounts, and 
over insurance matters. 

If y o u have the germ of an idea—you 
don't need m u c h more than that to begin 
wi th—we w o u l d be very glad to discuss it 
w i t h y o u at an early stage. S i m p l y r ing 
Dr Schroter (Chairman) on int 4083, or 
me on int 3041. The B o a r d has the first 
of its two formal meetings, at w h i c h 
members of proposed expedi t ions are 
in te rv iewed, on Wednesday December 
5—but we need to have proposals before 
then, so that they can be c i rcula ted to 
members beforehand. 

D o n A d l i n g t o n . 

Co l lege D a y 
Imperial Col lege , perhaps the greatest 
concentra t ion of smal l businesses in West 
L o n d o n , is n o w c o m i n g to terms wi th its 
greatest malaise, s t u d e n t s . F i n d i n g that 
the 'academics ' are f inding that there is 
little t ime for the more lucra t ive research 
or private-venture markets , they are n o w 
t ry ing to find more t ime to fit the kids 
into an a l ready expensive schedule. 

There are so many arguments against 
this proposal , y o u cou ld be forgiven in 
th ink ing that the cumula t ive feelings 
dictate a severe waste of man-hours in 
cons ider ing it in the first place. Y o u have 
already considered the inconveniences ; 
tiredness; lack of t ime of extra-curr icular 
activities; an ear l ier entry into the 
L o n d o n rush-hour etc. I hope to b r ing to 
your attention a few that may have 
already escaped your attention. 

It w i l l be difficult to imagine how four 
m o r n i n g lectures are not go ing to be 
scheduled. E v e n if all the precautions are 
taken, students w i l l st i l l be left w i t h 
spurious gaps in their day. These w i l l be 
difficult to f i l l , s ince the real w o r k i n g t ime 
avai lable w i l l be short after students 
move from the theatre and settle d o w n 
again to study. In addi t ion, w i t h the 
educat ion of one's m i n d be ing a strenuous 
and t i r ing exercise especial ly w i th the 
increased knowledge that is put upon 
science students as technology advances. 
Surely, this warrants an increase in 

Spenser Lane presents a student's view. The Rector, 
who convened the working party on changes to the 
College day, felt it inappropriate to write an article at 
this time. 

produce. 
T w o final comments on the ana tomy 

and terms of reference of the w o r k i n g 
party. I shou ld have thought the inclus ion 
of reps from the humanit ies department 
and the management school w o u l d have 
been invaluable . The i r exper ience on 
non-scientific a n d t ime-management issues 
seemed to be ove r looked ! In addi t ion, 
shouldn' t the issue of the for th-coming 
entry into Europe of the degree courses 
have been a p r ime considerat ion, w i th 
that year b e c o m i n g an ideal opportuni ty 
to realise the educat ion of the student so 
far! 

pract ical leisure t ime to recuperate. 
Clubs w i l l be severely affected by the 

proposal of s taggering lunches. It w i l l be 
n igh impossible for the clubs that have to 
meet in luncht ime for adminis t ra t ion 
purposes, if half of their commit tee 
members are not there! If Imperia l 
Col lege feels an obl igat ion to further the 
humanities options (as it should), should it 
not feel equal ly obl iged to assist the 
clubs, w h i c h prov ide the most enjoyable 
way for science students to diversify. 

Personal ly , I perceive the p rob lem to be 
the fault of the departments for the 
organisat ion of their degree courses, if it 
feels that there is not enough t ime. Some 
departments repeat mater ia l , not 
specifically to refresh a student's 
education, but more impor tan t ly because 
the mater ia l c o v e r e d was bad ly taught 
or ig ina l ly , or due to a b r e a k d o w n in 
communica t ions between opt ion lecturers. 
The total lecture hours lost over a three 
year degree must be colossal . Therefore, 
when the degrees change to four year 
courses, this w i l l on ly make the p rob lem 
worse. Some of the b lame must also lie 
wi th in Col lege, or not g iv ing the 
departments effective guidelines. Maybe 
suggesting that a l l departments should not 
a im to finish at 12.30pm, w i l l assist that 
great bastion of the cater ing w o r l d , 
College Refectories, in cop ing wi th the 
ex t raord inary demand it has w i th its 

CHRISTMAS CAROL 
SERVICE 

Come and join in the Christmas spirit, 
Thursday 6th December at 5.45pm in 
Holy Trinity Church, Prince Consort 
Road (next door to Beit Quad). 
Everyone is most warmly welcome. 
Organised jointly by the West London 
Chaplaincy and the West London 
Catholic Chaplaincy. All proceeds to 
the 'cornerstone community' in West 

Belfast. 



REVIEWS 

• r> n p , . • Repossessed Cosi Fan Tutti 
It is easy to see w h y the R o y a l 
Ope ra House is facing a massive 
deficit wh i l e the E N O (nearly) 

manages to ba lance its books . The E N O 
has not abandoned innova t ion entirely, 
but obvious ly has a po l icy of staging a 

number of 'popular ' operas each season 
w h i c h w i l l guarantee near capaci ty 
audiences. A d d to this the fact that many 
of these are rev iva ls , w h i c h are cheaper 
than new product ions , and it becomes 
clear w h y they aren't b l a c k m a i l i n g the 
Ar t s C o u n c i l into g iv ing t hem larger and 

Just So 
T o w a l k into the T r i c y c l e theatre is 
ak in to stepping through a 
wardrobe into Narn ia . It is a 

thespian oasis stuck in the heart of post 
holocaust K i l b u r n . 

T h e aud i to r ium itself c a n only be 
descr ibed as Meccano for adults. R e d 
scaffolding c l imbs to the ce i l ing and 
across the ba lcony . The stage is a 
cont inuat ion of this superstructure thus 
m a k i n g it spli t- level and ut i l is ing all the 
space that a cosy 'back r o o m ' can offer. 

Just So (so it says) is a musica l inspired 
by the stories of R u d y a r d K i p l i n g . Its 
creators, George Stiles and A n t h o n y 
Drewe , were the first winners of the 
V i v i a n Ell is p r ize for y o u n g writers. 

The cast have been in every th ing from 
Zulu through to Countdown v i a Les 
Miserables. O K so n o w y o u k n o w the 
background let's get d o w n to the biz . 

There 's a farting, be lch ing , 18 stone, 
N o r t h Y o r k s h i r e Rh ino w h o w o u l d put 
C o m p o to shame. There 's a giraffe w i th 
great legs and an amaz ing pair of 
baps.. .on her bum!! There ' s a K o l o k o l o 
b i rd w h o y o u ' d want to take home to 
mother and a Dingo w h o y o u ' d want to 
take home to the mother- in- law. There 's a 
Kangaroo w h o should be w o r l d 'gurning ' 
champion , such are his facial expressions. 
There 's a danc ing mari juana plant, honest 
guv, and all this from a chi ldren 's book! 

T h e set and costumes seem to have 
been sponsored by Platex because of the 
profusion of corsets, girdles and the l ike 
(hence the giraffe's appendages). 

The songs are excellent , w i t h a hint of 

larger subsidies. 
Such a p roduc t ion is this Cosi. A r e v i v a l 

dat ing from 1980, it is a 'n ice ' opera. A 
l ighthearted comedy , conven t iona l ly 
staged, it is not going to frighten the 
casual opera-going public in the w a y that, 
say, Wozzeck or Dr Faust might . 

H a v i n g said that, it is actual ly not a bad 
produc t ion . The set, whilst versat i le in 
depic t ing bo th inside and outside, lacks 
any real innova t ion or depth of thought, 
but is an inoffensive b a c k g r o u n d to the 
performers. It is w e l l sung, especial ly by 
El izabeth Ga le as Despina (to be replaced 
by Lesley Garret t f rom 12th December) . 
T h e plot, conce rn ing the testing of the 
fidelity of two sisters by their soldier 
fiances, is easy to fol low, if a little s low-
m o v i n g and fai l ing to seize a l l the 
opportunit ies to play up the farcical 
elements. 

In short, a good w o r k m a n l i k e 
product ion . Its w o r t h go ing to see if y o u 
don't k n o w m u c h about an opera, but it's 
not going to scare anyone , least of all the 
E N O ' s bank manager . 

Liz W 

Gilbert and Su l l i van (don't let this put y o u 
off). The lyr ics are both solacious and 
corny w i t h references to lost cherries and 
short and curl ies through to R u d y a r d 
K i p l i n g m a k i n g exceed ing ly good cakes. 

Forget pantos. Forget Rice and L l o y d 
Webber . See this N O W . Br i l l ian t . 

P.S. I k n o w m y grammers crap but she 
died five years ago. 

Unbaggy. 

—Film 

—Opera 

—Comic/Graphics 

—Theatre 

18 years ago Nancy Agle t had a 
demon (with a par t icu lar ly sil ly 
voice) exorc i sed by Father M a y i i 

(Leslie Nielson). T h e n , w h i l e wa tch ing a 
T V evangelist show, her head spins round 
to spray her husband wi th chick-pea 
soup. 'Bet its P M T ' , whispers one smart-
arsed k i d , but no—she's been 
Repossessed\ N a n c y (Linda Bla i r , Oscar 
winne r for the first Exorcist—what a 
coincidence^)) seeks the help of Father 
L u k e B r o p h y , and persuades h im to seek 
authorisat ion for a poodle. . .sorry, 
exo rc i sm. T h e exorc i sm is approved , but 
on the condi t ion that it appears on 
'Earnest and Fanny ' s E x o r c i s m tonight'— 
the self same show that N a n c y was 
wa tch ing w h e n she was Repossessed! 

A n d so starts a hilarious comedy from 
the m o u l d of Airplane and The Naked 
Gun. H a n g o n a minute there, the on ly 
c o m m o n l ink be tween the films 
ment ioned above is M r Nie l son , where 
are the producers A b r a h a m s and Zucker? 
T h e fact has to be faced that this m a y be 
in the style of the aforement ioned 
movies , 'tis not from the same stable. 
Does this matter? A little, as somewhere 
a long the l ine the edge of pure humour is 
lost, and occas iona l ly this effort slips into 
mere silliness. F o r the most part, though, 
this is a damn fine movie . 

The re are the visual gags w e have 
come to expect , and they hit us wi th such 
frequency that y o u are sure that y o u miss 
some of them a long the w a y , as some of 
them are difficult to spot, l ike Nancy 's car 
numberpla te 666 G I R L . T h e verba l 
humour is roo ted deeply i n today's T V 
and f i lm cul ture , f rom Star Wars (May the 
Fa i th be wi th you , Luke) to the R o c k y 
films. The unfortunate locker r o o m 
sequence is straight out of a Carry On 
movie and best forgotten. The priests 
make fools of themselves, the world 's 
rel igious leaders get a chase scene, the 
poodle (yes, there is one) gets m i n c e d and 
the D e v i l gets a l l the best lines. 

Not quite up to Naked Gun standard 
(worry not, Naked Gun 2'A is coming) but 
p robab ly the funniest m o v i e released in a 
whi le . 

P e n d r a g o n . 
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L o b o 
Hopeful ly by n o w e v e r y b o d y wi th 
an 1Q higher than A l a n Ba i l ey has 
real ised that not a l l comics are just 

for kids, and just in case a n y b o d y still 
had any doubts a new title f rom good o l ' 
D C (Detective Comics - the publishers of 
Batman, et al) should conv ince those non-
converts amongst y o u . The new(ish) title 
is Lobo. Cur ren t ly on ly scheduled to be a 
four-parter it is a loose tie-in w i t h D C s 
L.E.G.I.O.N. 90 titles. C h r o n i c l i n g a smal l 
part of the rather large life of the 
aforement ioned Lobo person it's a t ruly 
excel lent strip. D C have pu l led off 
something of a genius m o v e , hav ing got 
their hands on the hugely talented S imon 
Bis ley, of Slaine-The Horned God fame. 
Bis ley is one of the most ta lented artists 
around, and what 's more he's Bri t ish! 
L o b o isn't your average e v e r y d a y k ind of 
hero. He's a pa thologica l psychot ic w h o 
enjoys k i l l i n g people. A n d m a i m i n g 
people. A n d general ly not being ve ry 
nice. In fact he's not a hero at a l l , or to 
use his o w n words 'I 'm the Hit M a n , see, 
Assassin to Roya l ty , Execu t ioner to the 

Lobo's school photo 
Stars'. His on ly redeeming features are his 
refusal to ever b reak his w o r d , a n d his 
affection for a pack of space dolphins that 
he takes care of. In short, m y k ind of 
guy. The plot revolves a round Lobo 
per fo rming a job for L.E.G.I.O.N. w h i c h 
takes the form of de l iver ing a prisoner 
a l ive to their base. Things start to go 
w r o n g as soon as it turns out the prisoner 
is Miss Tr ibb , Lobo 's 4th grade teacher 
w h o somehow surv ived w h e n Lobo k i l l ed 
the entire popula t ion of his home w o r l d , 
and then wro te an unofficial b iography of 
h i m . B y the th i rd issue L o b o is be ing 
pursued by a band of space truckers, a 
S W A T team, a chainsaw dance company , 
the L e g i o n of Decency ' s parami l i t a ry 
w i n g and The Sons of Lobo , a bunch of 
groupies w h o worsh ip "The ' B o " ! T h e 
story is mad, the plot intricate, the 
humour v e r y b lack and v e r y satir ical , and 
the art is ve ry , very , ve ry good. B u y it 
n o w before Forbidden Planet run out of 
stock. T h e n wr i t e to D C a n d force them 
to make it a regular series. 

Al ien Sex Fiend. 

L o v e H u r t s 
A v e ry A m e r i c a n tale of Paul 
W e a v e r (Jeff Daniels); the k ind of 
guy w h o mar r ied y o u n g and had 

kids straight away . Got himself a routine 
job as an insurance salesman, felt he was 
missing out i n life and began to cheat and 
sleep a round . 

W h e n his wife Nancy (Cynthia Sikes—St 
Elsewhere) wa lks out on h i m wi th their 
two kids, he's more upset about the 
d ivorce settlement than the d ivorce itself 
(wouldn't y o u be if y o u had to give away 
your $40,000 count ry farmhouse?). 

His life of meaningless one-night-stands 
(meaningless??) comes to a sharp turn 
when , on the eve of his sister's wedding , 
he travels to the smal l t o w n in w h i c h he 
grew up, hop ing for a w a r m reunion wi th 
his family. He finds his ex-wife is l i v ing 
there because the farmhouse is under one 
foot of water . The act ion then begins 
w i th h i m r e k i n d l i n g the passion wi th his 
ex-wife, ex t inguish ing the passion wi th his 
ex-wife, seducing one of the br idesmaids 
and w i n n i n g his w a y back into his 

k leptomaniac daughter 's good books . 
This is a w a r m bitter-sweet c o m e d y 

a long the lines of Terms of Endearment, 
excel len t ly p roduced and directed by B u d 
Y o r k i n (Arthur 2, Twice in a Lifetime). It 
shows y o u don't need gratuitous v io lence 
or bad language to make for a good 
evening's entertainment. The film also 
has some v e r y funny moments and 
bri l l iant one-liners, but don't be too 
surprised if it brings a lump to your 
throat. 

Dipak Poria . 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
ISEX! V I O L E N C E ! R O C K ' N ' R O L L ! 
N I N J I T Z U ! P I Z Z A ! E v e r y t h i n g y o u 
ever wan ted from a movie—except , 

perhaps, plot, ac t ing and coherent 
sentences. A mer ry gang of reptiles has 
inhabi ted the sewers of N Y for fifteen 
years wi thout attracting undue attention 
(possibly because they wear masks so that 
no one k n o w s w h o they are) unt i l 
inevi tably they come into conflict w i th 
the forces of e v i l , hereafter k n o w n as 
'The Baddies ' (except of course the one 

W h o Is Just Confused and Is A G o o d Guy 
Really). Y o u can guess the rest. 

E n route the Fantastic F o u r p ick up a 
smal l retinue; to wit : A p r i l O ' N e i l l (P lucky 
NewsGa l Ex t raord ina i re W h o Just 
Happens T o H a v e Nice Legs). Casey 
Jones (Hero In A Hockey-Mask) , and 
Splinter the Rat (Guru A n d Father-Figure). 

For the Baddies , we have the Shredder 
(Baddie F r o m the Past) a n d Mis led You ths 
(who are okay real ly inside), of the 
sinister (titter titter) Foot C l a n . 

Natural ly , each Turt le has its o w n 
personali ty (thus merchand i s ing of plastic 
figures is born) a l though a l l of them 
appear to consist of gett ing frenetically 
ove rexc i t ed about cheesy b read and 
exper ienc ing strange trans-species pangs 
of teenage lust. A t this point it is best to 
ment ion that those w h o find the t e rm 
'fox' annoy ing , a) juveni le o r b) A m e r i c a n 
w i l l not enjoy this f i lm. 

V i o l e n c e is rife, a l though bloodless, o n 
a scale comparab le w i th the greater 
moments of the A-Team and about as 
real is t ical ly unstaged as T J Hooker w i th 
the excep t ion of the aforement ioned M r 
Jones, w h o appears to share the same 
phi losophy as the other great Hockey-c l ad 
figure of the movies , Jason f rom Friday 
13th. 

T o conclude: This fi lm is wonder fu l for 
the under-15s. T h e majority of humour is 
Turtle-based and either crass or Not V e r y 
Funny . There is one superbly eccentr ic 
adult gag t h r o w n in (thankfully) and 
m u c h wel l -choreographed fighting. The 
language is quite intolerable , be ing on ly 
semi-comprehensible at the best of t imes 
(the w o r d 'bodacious ' is one of the few 
w h i c h assaulted our ears) and to augment 
this there is gratuitous skateboarding and 
rap music. To finish things off there are 
several in tolerably cute baby turtles and a 
t i t tersome ninja rat sequence. 

(To fend off accusations of sexism (re. 
Apr i l ' s legs) T A F G M w o u l d l ike to add 
that Casey Jones is what we bel ieve is 
referred to as a 'hunk' a n d al l the Turt les 
are short, ba ld and sexy. 

The Amaz ing Fly ing Turtle. . .no, 
Gerbi l Machine. 



Blur, y o u n g and pretty are definitely the 
music press darl ings of the moment , w i th 
descript ions rang ing from 'four k n o w i n g 
bowl-heads ' to ' tediously good- looking and 
point lessly br i l l iant . ' O n it's release, their 
first single, She's So High was Single Of 
T h e W e e k in bo th Sounds and NME, and 
they have had several favourable 
in te rv iews in most of the music papers. 

Blur are D a m a n A l b u r n (vocals), 
G r a h a m Green (guitar, b a c k i n g vocals) 
A l e x James (bass) and D a v e Rownt ree 
(drums), and have been together for 
about a year and a half. D a m a n , G r a h a m 
and Dave met at school in Colchester , 
wh i l e A l e x met G r a h a m at Goldsmith 's 
Col lege where he was s tudying F r e n c h 
(and l o o k i n g for a band to join) and 
G r a h a m was s tudying F ine A r t . Needless 
to say, due to the band's sudden success 
they have d ropped out. A l e x d id have 
ambit ions to study Physics , but these 
were put to a n end w h e n he failed his 
A ' L e v e l . 

O n being asked about their musica l 
influences they repl ied '60s', but wouldn ' t 
actual ly name any artists, and their v iews 
o n the current music scene were almost 
as vague. 'There 's a lot of good bands 
a round at the moment . ' E v e n t u a l l y , 
G r a h a m d id admit to l o o k i n g forward to 
the n e w MBV L P ('What n e w L P ? ' we 
asked - '1 dunno!'). 

Later at the bar, as the band consumed 
their favouri te d r ink - P e r n o d wi th lots of 
water - A l e x d id tell us that he used to 
l ike The Pixies, but wasn't impressed by 
the n e w a lbum. H e also appeared to be a 
bit of a Lush fan and told us h o w he had 
once proposed to M i k i w h e n he was a bit 

pissed. Not surpr is ingly her rep ly is 
unprintable . 

T h e y were s igned to F o o d in M a r c h , 
after p l ay ing several h igh profile L o n d o n 
gigs - no sending off demo tapes to 
mi l l ions of r eco rd companies for this lot. 
W e had heard that they g ive r iotous l ive 
performances, w h i c h we later found to be 
more athletic than riotous. Daman ' s stage 

antics have nea r ly b roken his nose, and 
have g iven h i m a bad neck - w h i c h he 
m o a n e d about throughout the in te rv iew. 

G r a h a m (who studied F i n e Arts) has 
done some a r twork w h i c h m a y or may 
not be used i n the future, but he seemed 
quite happy w i t h the arrangements at 
F o o d . 'Bas ica l ly two b lokes sit d o w n w i t h 
us, and we tel l t hem exac t ly what we 
want and they get it done. ' H o w e v e r , the 
a r twork for She's So High (a naked 
w o m a n s t raddl ing a hippopotamous) has 
caused con t roversy at var ious Univers i ty 
gigs a round the count ry - w i t h W a r w i c k 
actual ly bann ing al l sales of their 
merchandise . T h e y expressed surprise 
that U L U had not made any complaints . 

Repor ted in Sounds to be a bit of a 
drug band, they denied this, but giggled 
something about A l e x hav ing hassles w i t h 
his mother after she had read that 
part icular art icle. T h e y are a bit taken 
aback by the auspicious at tention they 've 
been getting recent ly, but say they are 
prepared for the future slaggings off. 

D a m a n pondered that if they cont inued 
w i t h their present standard, he couldn' t 
see w h y the music press w o u l d turn 
nasty. A l e x also felt that they hadn't 
r ece ived enough coverage yet. 'We 've 
appeared in the music papers, n o w we 

want to be o n the covers! ' 
Blur are r eco rd ing their n e w (and 

second) single next week, a l though they 
havn' t dec ided on it yet - it is due to be 
released on January 22nd , closely 
fo l lowed by an a lbum in Februa ry or 
M a r c h . 

O n admit t ing this was our first attempt 
at an in te rv iew (and yes, we were shit 
scared) the conversa t ion led on to other 
in terviews they 've had. Most were 
conducted by o lder journalists in the pub, 
where they 've felt at an advantage, but 
they found be ing in t e rv i ewed by a 19 
year-old g i r l f rom Smash Hits 
' f r igh tening ' .And ta lk ing of Smash Hits, 
they were l o o k i n g fo rward to the Smash 
Hits Party later on that night . 

A n d n o w to the gig - their set of 13 
songs inc luded their single She's So High 
Know w h i c h sounded so m u c h beter l ive 
(you may r emember that we weren ' t too 
compl imen ta ry about it a few weeks 
back). A n o t h e r song, Retention sounded 
so mush l ike She's So High that it should 
have been ca l led Repetition (but less of 
the bitchiness!). 

D a m a n sang bittersweet lyr ics over the 
grungy guitar and bass, w h i l e the strobes 
f l ickered w i l d l y beh ind h i m . T h e y finished 
w i t h Come Together (not a cover of The 
Beatles or Primal Scream) w h i c h was 
p robab ly our favourite of the night - and 
as G r a h a m on guitar p l ayed the last 
notes, A l e x th rew his bass d o w n and the 
rest of the b a n d disappeared into 
backstage land - and no doubt onto the 
The Smast Hits Party. 

Pinky and Perky 
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M i g h t y F o r c e 
Dive 12" 

The influence of the dancefloor has 
finally permeated to a s t ronghold of 
hardcore punk. It is, in fact, a ve ry 
strange r eco rd to come f rom Earache, a 
label r e n o w n e d for its inabi l i ty to sign 
any acts whose roots are not deep seated 
in the re ign of hardcore thrash. 

Do Mighty Force come f rom 
Manchester? If so their attempt to jump 
o n the bandwagon of 'Indie' related chart 
success has failed. T h e y have instead 
created a c lub monster. The A side is 
uninspired, bor ing, dance orientated, 
toneless sludge. 

It consists of a spineless backbeat 

covered loosely by a splat ter ing of 
samples of dubious or ig in . (It went d o w n 
w e l l at the U n i o n disco.) 

The B side— Thrashing a Dead House— 
(Thrashdo t s /Adams edit) is, in fact, fairly 
sound. It shows the abil i ty to break o ld 
ground. It is an attempt (a fairly poor 
one) at what the Swiss tr io, the Young 
Gods, do so w e l l . The samples are solider 
and begin to break up the m o n o t o n y of 
the beat as w e l l as adding r y t h m n and an 
approach to a tone. The samples include 
cuts from Napalm Death (Lee Dorr ian 's 
grunts) and other slabby r iffs/feedback 
from other sources—including other 

Earache bands. 
Despite the re la t ively g o o d B side the 

record is w h o l l y unor ig ina l , besides the 
Young Gods do it better. 

Seb 

Happy 
Mondays T n e Sisters Of Mercy 

Wembley Arena 
Shaun was pissed off. Shaun 'I 'm a lways 
pissed o f f R y d e r was more pissed off 
than usual. Shaun was pissed off because 
he couldn' t hear himself. Shaun was not 
alone because me and a few thousand 
others couldn ' t hear h i m either. His vo ice 
was bur ied somewhere beneath the w e l l 
of sound created by: 

a) the pulsat ing bass and drums that is 
the Mondays' t rademark. A sound that 
w i l l make even the most invo lun ta ry feet 
m o v e solely because eve ry th ing wi th in a 
fifteen mile radius, be it an ima l , minera l 
or vegetable, is m o v i n g as w e l l . 

b) the awful acoustics w i t h i n the arena. 
Bez was happy. Bez the non-playing, 

non-singing c a r n v i a l c l o w n , the self-styled 
Mondays' cheer leader was happy because 
he is worsh ipped by a m i l l i o n baggies. 
Bez raises his left hand a n d they scream. 
Bez raises his right hand and they 
scream. Bez shakes his left testacle and 
the first fifteen rows of the arena c r eam 
themselves in unadourned adulat ion. 

It is Bez w h o keeps the show ro l l ing 
be tween songs whilst Shaun lights 
another pissed off cigarette by shaking his 
maracas. H e is assisted in this 
occas ional ly by the plasto-rubber c lad gir l 
singer, w h o one minute ' is ' sitting on the 
d r u m riser, de lv ing into her handbag for 
lipstick and powder puff, the next, she is 
bent in front of Bez w i t h cheeks thrust at 
the audience l i c k i n g his erect percussion. 

The set lasted roughly an hour. Quite 
enough t ime to leave me deaf in one ear. 
A l l the faves we re there, f inishing wi th 
the monstrously bri l l iant Wrote for Luck. 

For an encore we were treated to 
Shaun deck ing the k e y b o a r d player and 
being held back by his father (part of the 
crew). T h e y p layed , one m o r e song, 
Shaun said 'See Y a ' the o n l y words he'd 
said to the audience all night, p i cked up 
his A r m a n i jacket and left. 

For Manchester Rave O n ' read ' M a d 
Ryder walks off. 

Debagged. 

Wembley Arena, 24.11.90 

This r ev iew arr ives despite eve ry effort of 
the record company , East West , to bar us 
from this momentous occas ion (the first 
U K Sisters' dates in over five years 
cannot mere ly be named a gig). It was 
also, inevi tably , 'beneath t hem ' to dain to 
grant me an in terview, be ing n o w so 
'prestigious', to quote the afore 
ment ioned, bigot ted r ecord label , and so I 
a m unable to inform y o u of just h o w far 
Shel ley and other Eighteenth Century 
poets influence the elusive E ldr i t ch 
(sample Shel ley 's O z y m a n d i u s alongside 
the pop-famed Dominion, or Marian) . I 
am also unable to convey His v iews on 
George Bush's Vision Thing, w h i c h 
inc ident ly coincides w i th the latest 
album's title, an L P express ion of 
A m e r i c a n i s m and its my tho logy . 

To c o m p o u n d this farce, E ldr i tch , n o w 
teamed wi th Sigue Sigue Sputnik 
prankster, T o n y James (and his 's i l ly 
hats'), was to have The Mothers in 
support. This harsh but b road sect ioned 
group appeared more for a stage act than 
listenabili ty and w o u l d be m o r e at home 
at the mercy of Archaos than the mercy 
of the Sisters' onslaught. 

A n y doubts about sell-out diversions 
were b l ighted from the first notes, 
Alterhours, a n d the A r e n a was 
quadspaced back to 1985, and the fabled 
last night at the A lbe r t H a l l . E ld r i t ch 

Himself , the self-styled dei ty, hung thin 
and frail f rom the stand, exac t ly 
encapsulated as in the l ive v ideo Wake, 
but still egotistic to the fore w i t h forced 
lowness of vo i ce seeming so out of place 
against his m e a n form. 

The Sisters have a lways been a cult 
band, reve l led by the few but secretly 
admi red by the masses. It seems sad that 
so m a n y have missed the joke. I saw one 
whi te faced l ady ca r ry ing a coffin! 

The spectacle was epic, w i th an 
iridescent purple haze waft ing be tween 
the immense , rusted i ron chains and 
endless classics, dating f rom Alice, 
th rough the d r o w n i n g desparat ion of 
Marian, the pound ing m o n o t o n y of 
Lucretia ending wi th the r o c k y 
monstrosi ty of Vision Thing. 

More of a greatest hits parade, w i t h no 
More, than the t radi t ional a lbum 
advert isement , the greats cou ld not be 
mar red in their first a i r ing since the 
group's dramat ic split. E ld r i t ch gave full 
demonst ra t ion of his recent ly w o n rights 
to that shat ter ing ear ly mater ia l . Of 
minor disappointment were the anthems 
from Floodland w h i c h seemed d r o w n e d in 
blandness tonight. 

Those w h o were there w i l l talk of this 
to their grand-chi ldren. 

S J H 



Athena discusses the pros and cons of religion. 

W h y F o r A r t T h o u ? 
Is there a God? and w h i c h re l ig ion is 
best? are questions that, in m y op in ion 
cannot be answered. But the effect that 
re l ig ion has had, and the uses to w h i c h it 
has been put can be s h o w n through the 
course of history. 

In the events of the Chr is t ian O l d 
Testament, people were uni ted to escape 
the s lavery of the Egypt ians . It gave 
people hope, someth ing to l ive for. Be 
good in life and y o u w i l l be rewarded in 
H e a v e n . In Engl i sh history, under R icha rd 
I, it persuaded knights to leave their 
homes and destroy whole nations of 
'Godless heathens', so p r o v i d i n g a 
convenient w a y to r id the country of 
violent men, bored after the wars in 
Europe, and dump them somewhere else 
where they w o u l d be m u c h less t rouble. 
Later , in Europe , there were m a n y r iva l 
Popes, the C h u r c h be ing the ru l ing body. 
The Popes were r iva l dictators, using 
their positions for greed and personal 
gain. Re l ig ion gave them the power to do 
as they wanted. 

F r o m the ve ry beginning of Chris t iani ty , 
up unt i l on ly a few years ago, it has been 
taught that w o m e n are to be subservient, 
almost second class ci t izens. N o w , in the 
recent years of A I D S and promiscui ty , the 
head of the Cathol ic c h u r c h tells us not to 
use condoms. Kids fuck; its genetic. W h y 
not accept the fact, and give them some 
protect ion? 'But if they were good 
catholics they wouldn ' t have sex. ' y o u 
say, but in the s ixteenth (I think) century, 
there was a tax imposed on priests for 
their i l legit imate chi ldren! In Br i ta in 
Chris t iani ty is the official r e l ig ion . This is 
not racist, but it cer ta inly discriminates 
against people w h o hold other beliefs, or 
none at a l l . 

M o h a m m e d was bo rn in 5 7 0 A D and his 
teachings are recorded in the K o r a n . 
Prac t ic ing M u s l i m parents ensure that 
their male ch i ld ren learn A r a b i c at the 
Mosque schools in order to read it. 
M o h a m m e d is the most impor tant in a 
long line of prophets, w h i c h include 
A b r a h a m , Moses and Jesus. In the 
mosques w o m e n pray separately from the 
men . A g a i n , l ike Chris t iani ty , w o m e n are 
second class citizens; on ly recent ly in an 
article on A s i a n businessmen, the head of 
a family business stated that on ly sons 
and sons-of-sons were inv i t ed into the 
business. I k n o w of many A s i a n w o m e n 
w h o do not have the same freedom as 
their brothers. M a n y are not bothered by 
this, but there are many w h o are, and 
they rely on their fathers for f inancial 
support th rough univers i ty . It has been 
suggested to me that since, under Br i t i sh 
law, sexism is i l legal , these w o m e n could 
'tape' their fathers 'threats' and sue them! 
But we are ta lk ing about lov ing parents 
and their rel igious beliefs, and chi ldren 
w h o dear ly love them. The solut ion, of at 
least one gir l I k n o w , is to p lay a long 
unti l one has sufficient f inancial security 

(a degree) to refuse the parents. Ano the r 
s imilar i ty w i th Chr is t iani ty is the concept 
of a holy war and m a r t y r d o m . Just l ike 
R icha rd I, the Iranian theocracy has 
demanded the death of Sa lman Rushdie 
for cr imes against A l l a h , a n d President 
Hussein has ca l led for a ho ly war against 
the US. 

In H i n d u i s m , the body is l ike a 'suit' for 
an immor ta l soul , and what we do in one 
life affects our status in our n e w life: i.e. 
if one is a devoted and obedient servant, 
then in the next life, one might come 
back as a master. But not in ones o w n 
lifetime. Apa r t f rom this strict caste 
system (currently a subject of major 
cont roversy i n India) H i n d u i s m is the 
most l iberal of rel igions. It encompasses 
m a n y different beliefs and forms of 
worship , and it is the least tolerant of 
v io lence , indeed m a n y Hindus are 
vegetar ian. H o w e v e r , in the caste system 
lawyers and soldiers are ra ted above 
traders and industrialists. 

There is not the space to discuss (nor 
t ime to research) all re l igions, or 
var ia t ions (eg Mormons) , but as a cyn ic I 
w o u l d l ike to make some conclusions 
about the purpose of re l ig ion , and the 
uses to w h i c h it has been put: 

1. Re l ig ion is /has been used by lesser 
deve loped countries to enforce necessary 
social moral i t ies , e g a l l i n v o l v e a 
manda tory donat ion of income , 
theoret ical ly for the poor . It is the 
ult imate government . H e w h o speaks for 
G o d has the ul t imate power . 

2. They impose marr iage; sex on ly 
wi th in the family . This is v i t a l in smal l 
communi t ies to ensure that genetic 
brothers and sisters do not mar ry . This is 
more important than w h o w i l l raise and 
educate the ch i ld ren , w h o are also aided 
by the family group. 

3. W o m e n are totally dependent on 
man , and should obey h im. M a n is v e r y 
protect ive of the producer of his ch i ld ren , 
his genetic future. In a p r imi t ive society 
(English pre-20 century) they cannot do 
the hard w o r k that men need to, so they 
can stay at home, c o o k i n ^ and 
reproducing . 

4. Hope a n d strength to surv ive in the 
face of adversi ty . In places where there is 
a low standard of l i v ing , the hope of life 
after death w i l l persuade people to suffer 
in life rather than turn to c r ime or 
challenge the system: 'the meek shall 
inheri t the earth. ' 

Re l ig ion is s imply a form of social 
government , w h i c h relies on the belief in 
a G o d or Gods. Because of the age of 
these religions they impose the social 
necessities of the family unit , and the 
dependency of w o m e n . In a mode rn 
'c iv i l i sed ' country , there exists the welfare 
state to p rov ide (theoretically) for the 
poor .There is ' c o m m o n l aw ' marr iage. 
Most impor tant ly the inven t ion of 
machines means that mans superior 

strength is no longer important , and there 
are c i v i l laws to protect m e n and w o m e n . 
W e are in an intel lectual ly domina ted 
society, and sadly for men , w o m e n are 
on average m o r e intelligent than men . 
Chris t iani ty is adopt ing a sexual ly equal 
stance. The same cannot be said for most 
other rel igions, since the leaders of these 
religions are based in countries where 
such sexism cou ld , perhaps, be justified; 
where the major i ty of the people bel ieve 
that their leader talks for G o d , and w o u l d 
die or k i l l at his w o r d . A s l o n g as the 
chi ldren be l ieve what they are taught by 
their parents, the re l ig ion persists. In 
Br i ta in , the ch i ld ren are m a k i n g the 
choice not to teach re l ig ion to their 
ch i ldren , and have been do ing so for so 

long n o w that the popula t ion w o u l d not 
k i l l in God's name. The same is 
happening to Br i t i sh A s i a n people. 

In conc lus ion , Rel igions are inherent ly 
sexist, and can appear to be racist. In the 
perfect future, a l l people can choose what 
to bel ieve, and the state w i l l ensure the 
absence of rac i sm, sexism, pover ty , 
c r ime. In the future we may be able to 
decide on the genetic make-up of our 
chi ldren , perhaps give them 'racial traits'. 
But w i l l we have the right to choose for 
them? S imi la r ly , do we have the right to 
teach them one rel igion? If y o u have such 
faith in your re l ig ion, can y o u not teach 
y o u r ch i ldren a l l rel igions k n o w i n g that 
they w i l l eventual ly choose yours? 

Athena. 
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Michael Newman on the right to be blasphemous. 

Blasphemy! 
M a n y people reject inst i tut ional rel igions 
because of their long history of 
intolerance and the result ing v io lence . 
The intolerance is expressed in the 
concepts of heresy and b lasphemy, w h e n 
rel igious groups have resor ted to law and 
punishment to defend their ideologies 
against c r i t ic i sm. 

Most re l igions are blasphemies to other 
rel igions and the result ing conflicts have 
resulted in impr isonment , torture and 
mi l l ions of deaths. The B ib l e (Levit ious 
X X I V , 16) states 'He that b lasphemeth the 
name of the L o r d , he shall surely be put 
to death, and a l l the congregat ion shall 
surely stone h i m ' . Ye t if y o u bel ieve in a 
wise and just G o d the Bib le itself can be 
considered a b lasphemy! 

W h e n R i c h a r d Carl isle was tr ied in 
October 1819 for the b lasphemy of 
republ ishing Thomas Paine's 'The A g e of 
Reason ' he read out to the court the 
whole of Paine's book. He was not 
a l lowed to read out objectionable pieces 
of the Bib le . Pa ine , as a Deist , found the 
Bib le t ruly offensive, as he states in 'The 
A g e of Reason. ' 

'Whenever we read the obscene stories, 
the voluptuous debaucheries, the cruel 
and tortuous execut ions, the unre lent ing 
vindict iveness , w i th w h i c h more than half 
the Bib le is fi l led, it w o u l d be more 
consistent that we cal led it the w o r d of a 
demon than the W o r d of G o d . It is a 
history of wickedness , that has served to 
corrupt and brutalise m a n k i n d ; and for 

m y o w n part, I s incere ly detest it, as I 
detest eve ry th ing that is cruel . . . ' 

Due to the cont inued fight led by the 
free-thought a n d Secularist movements , 
people l ike Carl is le and Brad laugh , the 
b lasphemy laws in this coun t ry were 
made ineffective. For over fifty years 
they were no longer appl ied , though the 
threat was a lways there. T h e n in July 
1977 M a r y Whi tehouse successfully 
brought a b lasphemy l ibel case against 
'Gay News ' for a p o e m depic t ing 
homosexua l images of Christ 's body. In 
September last year the fi lm 'Vis ions of 
Ecstacy ' was refused a certificate for 
publ ic showing in this coun t ry because it 
was considered blasphemous. It por t rayed 
a nun's erotic dreams of her 'marr iage ' to 
Christ. 

The p rob l em wi th the m o d e r n debate is 
that it revolves a round free speech and 
expression, whe ther people should have 
the right to b laspheme. Y e t the act of 
commi t t ing b lasphemy is not s imply one 
of insult ing re l ig ion . It can be seen as a 
necessary part of defending our 
humani ty . 

'One of the m a i n impetuses beh ind the 
book was to make some k i n d of secular 
confrontat ion w i t h the idea of 
revela t ion . '—Salmon Rushdie on 'The 
Satanic Verses ' . 

If we are to defend the h u m a n nature of 
knowledge , the concept of truth r e ly ing 
upon evidence and reason, w i t h the ever 
present risk of error, we must attack 
revela t ion. W e must por t ray the words of 
al l prophets, a n d men w h o deify 
themselves, as words of h u m a n beings, to 
be judged as such. T o admit revela t ion is 
to corrupt t ruth, to lose the test of fact in 
what things are. A s D r Jacob B r o n o w s k i , 
scientist and Humanist , points out a 
consequence of this is los ing the sense of 
fact in what a human be ing is. H e w a l k e d 
though A u s c h w i t z concent ra t ion camp, 
where his fami ly were k i l l ed , and made a 
p lea for the h u m a n nature of knowledge: 

' W h e n people be l ieve they have absolute 
knowledge , w i t h no test in real i ty, this is 
how they behave. This is what men do 
w h e n they aspire to the knowledge of 
gods.' 

A new campaign , based o n Bronowski ' s 
words is start ing at this Col lege , 
encouraging people to support and 
commi t b lasphemy. Rel ig ions are not just 
a pol i t ical excuse for v io lence , revela t ion 
gives them the conceptual foundations to 
bu i ld the gal lows, torture chambers and 
the gassing showers . 

Shelley 's b lasphemous p o e m sums up 
what is rea l ly at stake: 

Earth groans beneath religion's iron age, 
And priests dare babbel of a God of 

peace, 
Even whilst their hands are red with 
guiltless blood, 
Murdering the while, uprooting every 
gem of truth, exterminating, spoiling all, 
Making the earth a slaughterhouse! 

Let's start k n o c k i n g d o w n the foundations 
of that slaughterhouse. 

Information for this ar t icle comes from 
'B la sphemy—Ancien t and M o d e r n ' by 
Nicholas W a l t e r (£3.95) a n d ' W h y is it 
G o o d to be Blasphemous? ' by H u x l e y 
Society (free leaflet). B o t h of w h i c h can 
be obta ined f rom the T H H u x l e y Socie ty 
Soc. 

Religious 
Survey 
Imperial Col lege as a major science 
college in Br i t a in has been chosen for a 
survey on attitudes of scientific people 
towards Chris t iani ty . In m a n y of today's 
copies of F E L I X y o u w i l l f ind a copy of 
the quest ionnaire being used. Y o u are 
invi ted to fill it in as best y o u can and 
post it back i n the boxes p r o v i d e d near 
department porters desks. It does not 
matter what your attitude is towards 
rel igion—agnostic , hostile or friendly—for 
al l opinions are required. There is ample 
r o o m on the quest ionnaire too for more 
detai led comments if y o u w i s h to make 
them, and these w i l l a l l be we l comed . 

The survey is be ing conduc ted by 
D a v i d Copestake, a psychoiogist near 
O x f o r d whose son is a student at IC. H e 
is a member of the Society for the 
Scientific Study of Re l ig ion , the Institute 
for Re l ig ion in an A g e of Science (both 
Amer i can ) a n d the Sir Al i s t e r Ha rdy 
Research Cent re Oxfo rd . In A m e r i c a 
(where perhaps m a n y IC students w i l l 
want to work) , there is a lot more 
interest and unders tanding as regards 
science and re l ig ion than in Br i ta in . M a n y 
colleges have specific courses entiteld 
'science and re l ig ion ' and textbooks are 
publ ished wi th these in m i n d . 

M r Copestake hopes to foster this k i n d 
of interest in this count ry and to wri te a 
book that cou ld perhaps serve as a 
textbook on science and Chr is t iani ty for 
students. Y o u r help and coopera t ion w i l l 
be most appreciated. If y o u are ve ry 
busy, it need on ly take a few minutes, 
please help us to get a ba lanced picture 
of peoples ' v i ews . 

There w i l l be boxes in most 
departments a n d in the J C R . If y o u 
cannot find a box , then please put the 
questionnaire in the Z p igeonhole of your 
department undergraduate pigeonholes, 
or sent it to Stephen Copestake, 
Chemis t ry 2, v i a the pigeonholes . 
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ENVIRO 

Chris Riley reports on a talk by Stephen Bristow of SOS Sahel. 

O u r C o m m o n F u t u r e 
W i t h i n the deve loped w o r l d , factories, 
cars and homes pump out 'greenhouse ' 
gases into the atmosphere. M a n y people 
n o w bel ieve that the g lobal w a r m i n g is 
causing a cont rac t ion of the T rop i ca l 
rainfall zone w h i c h reaches into central 
Nor th Af r ica . Before the rains, the air is 
thick wi th fine sand, b l o w n up by the hot 
'Harmat tan ' winds . Sand covers fields, 
clogs i r r igat ion channels and ruins crops. 
W i n d blows soil from unprotected fields, 
and mil l ions of tonnes of A f r i c a n earth is 
swept up into the atmosphere, to ra in 
d o w n on the nor thern hemisphere. 

T h e env i ronmenta l problems we face 
are global , and need to be treated 
accord ing ly i n our path towards a 
c o m m o n future. H o w e v e r , in our shared 
present, the people of sub-Saharan Af r i ca 
r emain the worst off and most in need. 

T h e geographic region of Sahel lies in a 
b road strip across central A f r i c a , be tween 
18 and 12 degrees north, spanning almost 
ten countries f rom Senegal to Somal ia . 
Str ic t ly speaking, its borders are defined 
by annual rainfal l figures of be tween 
150-600 m m per year. Thus in a g iven 
year, such boundar ies can advance or 
retreat up to 300 k m nor th and south. 

Rainfal l in the Sahel , a l though 
comparab le w i t h southeast England , is 
bo th unre l iable and errat ic . Water , the 
key natural resource of any ar id zone, is 
p rov ided by hand-dug wells up to 100 m 
deep. Unfortunately, water resource 
management is still in its infancy, and 
water output f rom aquifers is not 
matched by natura l replenishment . A s 
m u c h as 90% of the ra in is lost, cascading 
off the hard b a k e d earth. In M a l i , SOS 
Sahel has responded to loca l requests to 
protect soil f rom rain and w i n d erosion, 
p lant ing micro-catchments and 
construct ing smal l , sha l low pits to trap 
ra in water. 

Sahel is inhabi ted by some 50-60 
mi l l i on people, 2 5 % of w h o m l ive in 
towns. Such demography is constantly 
changing, w i th large scale migra t ion from 
rural areas towards the br ight lights and 
false promises of the towns . 

The rural popula t ion , made up of 
settled farmers and nomads , has su rv ived 
successfully for thousands of years w i th 
their self-balancing agr icul tura l practice. 

In the post-war years, poli t ics , 
economics and W o r l d Bank in tervent ion 
have c o m b i n e d to restrict farming act ivi ty 
to the point w h e r e government cash 
crops have rep laced c o m m u n i t y 
agricul tural p rogrammes . Dur ing the 
co lonia l per iod , land was nat ional ised and 
the state took up responsibi l i ty for trees. 
Before this, the c o m m u n i t y as a who le 
had to approve the fell ing of a tree. 
Under state con t ro l , tree fel l ing was not 
pol iced proper ly , and large-scale 
uncont ro l led deforestation took place. 

In the who le of Af r i ca , o n l y one tree is 

planted for e v e r y thir ty cut d o w n . Of 
those planted, perhaps 5 i n 100 survive . 
G r o w t h rates of w o o d l a n d are 0.2-0.3 m 
per hectare per year, compa red to 40-50 
m in the U K . W i t h such s low growth , it is 
essential to forge a l ink be tween the 
p lant ing of trees and the long-term 
env i ronmenta l and economic benefits. 

The trees are v i ta l , p r o v i d i n g protect ion 
for crops from scour ing winds . The i r 
roots b ind the soi l and help stop sand 
movement , con t ro l l ing the i r revers ib le 
process of desertif ication. In the nor thern 
region (an area the size of France), desert 
encroachment has des t royed entire 
vi l lages and is eating at product ive , 
i rr igated land . SOS Sahel is helping Nile-
side vi l lages protect their lands by 
p lant ing shelter belts. T o encourage locals 
to help w i th such forestry projects, 
personal incent ives are offered in the 
form of trees for their o w n farms. 

> Trees are a c rop in themselves, 
p r o v i d i n g fuel, fodder, fruit a n d shade in 
a region cr i t i ca l ly short of vegetat ion. 
This p rog ramme of forestry also provides 
regular supplies of fuel and fodder for the 
future. 

W o o d to be used as fuel is meant to be 
col lected in the form of dead w o o d , not 
l i v ing trees. People do not a lways adhere 
to such laws, a n d as a consequence the 
woodlands do not surv ive . B y careful 
forestry management , selected cutt ing 
and th inning c a n be ba lanced wi th forest 
g r o w t h to main ta in and enhance annual 
w o o d l a n d enlargement . Ceramica l ly -
insulated fuel-efficient stoves are be ing 
in t roduced to save w o o d . 

For generations, the necessity to have 
as many ch i ld ren as phys ica l ly possible 
has been inst i l led in the people of the 
Sahel . W i t h l o w surv iva l rates after b i r th 
in the past, it was essential to secure the 
future of the c o m m u n i t y . H o w e v e r , 
recent improvements in heal th care, 
water facilities and standards of l iv ing 
have p ro longed life. U N I C E F 
immunisa t ion programmes have increased 
the number of people s u r v i v i n g 
ch i ldhood . H o w e v e r , fami ly p lann ing has 
not evo lved to take into account these 
higher su rv iva l rates. Consequent ly , the 
populat ions in the region are g rowing at 
fr ightening rates: the popula t ion of 
E th iop ia is cur ren t ly 50 m i l l i o n , but is 
increas ing at 3% per year. Such g rowth 
offsets the improvements in agr icul tural 
practices. 

So is the answer to enforce strict family 
planning? Stephen Br i s tow thinks not. 
" W h e n loca l w o m e n are asked h o w they 
w i l l feed any further ch i ld ren , they reply 
that the state w i l l a lways feed them." 
These attitudes c lear ly need changing. "If 
educat ion is i m p r o v e d , the family 
p lann ing p r o b l e m w i l l so lve itself." 
Br i s tow believes that if l i v ing standards 
increase, b i r th rates w i l l natural ly subside. 
"But a l l this takes t ime", he explains . 

T i m e is perhaps the on ly th ing we have 
not got, for unt i l the popula t ion g rowth 
rate is cont ro l led , and 'greenhouse ' gas 
emissions are cut, there w i l l a lways be 
famine and s tarvat ion. Wi thou t these cuts, 
SOS Sahel's a id p rogrammes w i l l be 
mere ly p l ay ing K i n g Canute w i th the 
desert and its people. 



O p i n i o n : 
Charles Nasser, President of Friends of Palestine, presents a review of the 
Barbican Exhibition of 'Israel, State of the Art' FELIX 

It is clear that the Barb ican exhib i t ion is 
meant to p rov ide the publ ic w i th 
informat ion about Israel a n d its art. Fo r a 
Palest inian, however , a great deal of the 
informat ion o n l y serves to increase the 
deep rooted sense of denial and injustice. 
I have here selected certain comments 
released by the Barb ican , fo l lowed by m y 
response to them. 

Israel has a population of only just over 
four million, living on a twenty thousand 
square kilometre strip of land. 

In addi t ion, since 1967, Israel occupies 
6,400 sq k m of the West B a n k , 362 sq k m 
of the G a z a Str ip, as w e l l as parts of the 
Syr i an Go lan Heights , and parts of 
southern Lebanon . In the West B a n d and 
Gaza Strip, near ly two mi l l ion Palestinians 
l ive under the longest mi l i t a ry occupat ion 
of a country in m o d e r n history. 

Israel publishes more books per head of 
population than any other country in the 
world. 

Israel also censors more books per head 
of populat ion than m a n y other countries 
in the w o r l d . 

Beit Shean in the Galilee has the 
world's biggest Roman amphitheatre. 

Beit Shean in the Gal i lee also has one 
of the biggest refugee populat ions. In 
1948, the Israeli a r m y orde red the 
expuls ion of the entire Pales t inian 
popula t ion of the Bisan. T h e y and their 
descendants have been stateless refugees 
for over four decades. 

The annual 10-day Jerusalem Film 
Festival shows over 100 films from over 
forty countries in the Jerusalem 
Cinemateque, oppostie Mount Zion. 

Palest inian theatres a n d cul tura l 
establishments, however , are repeatedly 
ordered to shut by the Israeli occupat ion 
authorit ies and m a n y artists harassed and 
impr isoned . 

The Dead Sea Scrolls, Bethlehem, the 
Garden of Gethsemane, the Sea of 
Galilee, the Wailing Wail and King 
Solomon's Mines are all alive and well in 
Israel! 

Are you a budding 
David 

Attenborough, 
Bellemy or 

Jonathan Porrit? 
We need Environmental articles. 

Can you justify working in the 
chemical, mining or oil 

industries when they have such 
horrific environmental records? 

Is your industry and the 
environment compatible? 

The Dead Sea Scrolls we re not found in 
Israel; Be th l ehem is not in Israel; nor the 
Garden of Gethsemane; nor the W a i l i n g 
W a l l ; nor Je r icho . Legal ly , they are all 
located in occup ied Palest inian territories. 
Israel's many exports include flowers to 
the Netherlands, chocolate to Switzerland 
and citrus to the USA. 

Israel's many exports also include 
bodyguards to Nicaragua's toppled 
dictator S o m o z a , intel l igence advisors to 
Panama's toppled dictator Noriega; 
nuclear k n o w - h o w , arms, electronics and 
intell igence t ra in ing to A p a r t h e i d South 
Af r i ca . 

Israel's citizens hail from over 80 
countries across the globe. 

A n d settled there on lands expropr ia ted 
from Palestinians, as we l l as in the houses 
of Palestinians w h o were forcibly expe l led 
in 1948 and 1967 and l ive in refugee 
camps or are e x i l e d to over 80 countries 
throughout the w o r l d . 

The Machtesh Ramon Crater in 
Southern Israel is 300m deep and 8km 
wide. It is one of the world's biggest 
crater-canyons with rock strata and fossils 
dating back 200 million years. 

It is also adjacent to the il legal Israel 
D i m o n a h Reactor . Israel is the on ly 
country in the Midd le East that is not a 
signatory to the Nuclear Non-Prol i fera t ion 
Trea ty (1968) and refused to open its 
D i m o n a h nuclear plant to in ternat ional 
inspect ion by the International A t o m i c 
Energy A g e n c y ( IAEA). 

It is k n o w n to have an i l legal arsenal of 
over 200 a tomic warheads and probably 
thermo-nuclear warheads as revealed by 
the M o r d e c h a i V a n u n u , se rv ing an 
18-year pr i son sentence for doing so. 

The huge immigration of Russian 
Jewish doctors, scientists and engineers 
spells a better future for Israel's 
economy—increasing the number of 

Israel's engineers from 30,000 to 160,000. 
W h i l e the Israeli government opens its 

doors to Soviet J ewish immigrants , m a n y 
Palestinians are focibly ' transferred' 
permanent ly out of the count ry to join 
the thousands already in ex i le . The i r 
properties a n d lands are confiscated and 
expropr ia ted for further exc lus ive ly 
Jewish settlements. 

Israel is a country with a distinct 
Mediterranean flavour and a vibrant 
outdoor life, but where streets are empty 
when Dallas is on TV. 

The Occup ied Palest inian Terr i tor ies 
have a distinct Medi te r ranean f lvour and 
a vibrant outdoor life, but their streets 
empty w h e n the Israeli occupat ion a rmy 
imposes entire curfews o v e r entire cities 
and neighbourhoods often for periods of 
m a n y weeks at a t ime. 

Jericho, whose first fortifications were 
built 9000 years ago, is the oldest and 
lowest city on earth. 

Jer icho is not in Israel. J e r i cho is a c i ty 
in the Occup ied Palest inian Terr i tor ies . 

70% of Palestinians are under the age 
of 30 years. 

M o r e than 70% of Palestinians under 
the age of 30 are denied educat ion 
because of closure of Kindergar tens , 
schools and universi t ies b y the Israeli 
occupat ion authorit ies. Thousands of 
Palestinians (many babies in cots) have 
been k i l l ed by the Israeli a rmy . 

In the Jewish Mea Shearim quarter of 
Jerusalem, the ultra orthodox residents 
will wear the fur hats and silk kaftans of 
the 16th century Polish middle class. 

M a n y of them also regard Z i o n i s m and 
the establishment of the J ewi sh state of 
Israel as the worst form of Jewish 
apostasy; they refuse to p a y taxes to the 
Zionist state, to serve in the Israeli a r m y 
or to car ry Israeli passports. O n the 
official day of the establishment of the 
state of Israel (15 May) , they stage annual 
protest demonstrat ions, w h e r e they burn 
the Israeli flag as an express ion of their 
opposi t ion to Z i o n i s m and to the 
establishment of the state of Israel as a 
Jewish state. 

VAN 
BOOKINGS 

The deadline for 
Christmas and New 

Year van bookings is 
5.30pm on Monday 

3rd December. Apply 
to Michelle in the 

Union Office. 



FELIX 

This is the man who put his money on red and it came up black, 
this is the man who drives a C5. 

S i n c l a i r ' s s p e c t r u m 
O n Wednesday next week, Sir Cl ive 
Sinclair is expec ted to give a lecture in 
the Physics department , lecture theatre 1 
at 1.15 pm. 

Sir C l ive is the man w h o brought into 
the w o r l d such delights as the digital 
watch , the pocket calculator , the home 
computer and the infamous C5 electric 
veh ic le . But where did all this start? 

C l i v e Sinc la i r came across the w o r l d of 
electronics w h e n he was 13 years old, 
and started construct ing radios. H e soon 
managed to bu i l d a radio that was 
smaller than a matchbox , w h i c h was 
declared by experts to be unworkab le . A t 
the t ime he had his o w n company , 
Sincla i r Radionics , sel l ing transistors for 
radio enthusiasts. H o w e v e r , it was his 
minia ture radio , sold as a kit, that caused 
his business to flourish. 

Sinclair turned his at tention to the 
calculator . A t the t ime, the on ly 
electronic calculators were desktop 
models that consumed lar^e amounts of 
power . Exper iments showed that the 
s i l icon chip used in these machines did 
not need to be suppl ied w i t h power 
cont inuously , so he designed c i rcui t ry that 
swi tched the power r ap id ly on and off. 
W i t h this advance, he was able to l aunch 
a pocket-s ized calculator, because the 
batteries requi red could be m u c h smaller . 
T h e calculator , l ike his minia ture radios, 
was ve ry successful, and was sold a l l 
round the w o r l d . 

It was in the late 1970s that Sinclair 
turned his attention to microcomputers , 
that were just beginning to be used in 
businesses. He reckoned that there might 
be a market for such devices in peoples ' 
homes as w e l l as their offices. H e formed 
a new company , Sinclair Research , in 
1979, and in 1980 the Z X 8 0 was 
launched. This was a smal l black box 
wi th a rubber keyboard , that used the 
domest ic te levis ion as the visual display 
unit, and a s tandard cassette recorder as 
the method for s toring data. This was 
fo l lowed in 1981 by an upgraded vers ion, 
the Z X 8 1 . This was the first computer 
that many people exper i enced and used. 
A s w i t h the Z X 8 0 , it was cheap and ve ry 
powerful by the then-current standard. 

In 1982 the Sincla i r Spec t rum was 
in t roduced. T h e name 'Spectrum' came 
from the fact that it was capable of 
p roduc ing co lour images, as opposed to 
the black-and-white of the Z X series. This 
computer , in upgraded form, is still o n 
sale today. 

A fourth computer , the Sincla i r Q L , 
went on sale in 1984, targeted p r imar i ly 
at smal l business users. H o w e v e r , it was 
not par t icular ly successful, p robably 
because it was incompat ib le w i t h the I B M 
PC. A s wi th his other computers , the 
keyboa rd was not l ike that of an electric 
typewri ter , and this was another possible 
reason w h y it d id not sell we l l . 

The next major project of Sinclair was 

the deve lopment of electric vehicles , the 
first (and last?) of w h i c h was the infamous 
C5 . Whereas other people were 
at tempting to i m p r o v e battery technology 
before bu i ld ing electric cars, Sinclair 
decided to use avai lable batteries, but to 
concentrate o n the design of the car. 
Instead of using a powerful moto r for 
good accelera t ion, he a imed to min imise 
the weight and so on. 

H o w e v e r , w h e n the C5 was launched, it 
failed to meet the c l a imed performance: 
instead of hav ing a range of 100 miles 
per battery charge, owners were lucky to 
get 30, and on ly that if it was pedal led up 
any hil l in the offing. The re were 
problems about whether owners needed 
to be l icensed to used it o n roads, and 
whether ch i ld ren w o u l d be a l lowed to 
'd r ive ' them. Most people came to the 
conclus ion that a b icyc le was cheaper, 
faster and safer. 

Since the failure of the C5 , Sir Cl ive has 
sunk out of the publ ic eye, a l though he is 
still w o r k i n g on new ideas. H e retains 
interest in the prospects for e lectr ical 
vehicles, c l a iming that they w i l l produce 

less pol lut ion than petrol -dr iven vehicles . 
M a n y find this difficult to bel ieve, because 
the pol lut ion is on ly transferred from 
towns to the surrounds of power stations. 
Despite the greater efficiency of power 
stations, energy is lost a long transmission 
lines, and in the charg ing of batteries to 
power the vehicles . In addi t ion there is 
the weight of the batteries, w h i c h limits 
the performance of such vehic les . If more 
cells are used to p rov ide a better range, 
then energy is used to transport that 
extra weight, so reducing overa l l 
efficiency: a v ic ious c i rc le . 

More recent ly, Sinclair has been 
w o r k i n g on light, foldable bicycles . 
A c c o r d i n g to New Scientist, these bicycles 
w i l l be made ent i re ly of fibrous materials 
(such as Kevlar ) instead of the tradit ional 
steel or a l loy frame and components . It 
was not k n o w n whether a t radi t ional 
cha in dr ive or pneumat ic tyres w o u l d be 
used, a l though the r id ing posi t ion w i l l be 
convent iona l . One p rob lem that he must 
have is m a k i n g the frame strong enough 
to resist the twist ing forces of hard 
pedal l ing. 
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S c r i b b l e r s ' C o r n e r . . 
Dab 

Pear 5'w 

LETTERS 

Dear FELIX, 
First of a l l , I w o u l d l ike to thank y o u 

v e r y m u c h for publ ish ing art icles by Chris 
R i l ey on China . A t the time w h e n the 
West are celebrat ing the l iberat ion of 
Eastern Europe and the end of the C o l d 
W a r , the Chinese cause is sadly being 
largely forgotten. Chr is R i l e y has r ight ly 
presented an in-depth study and a first
hand exper ience in C h i n a . It is of great 
value to the internat ional c o m m u n i t y at 
IC and in par t icular to Chinese students 
w h o are anxious to obtain any 
informat ion about their home country . 

H o w e v e r , th rough a letter by Jason 
Pike , I found pure neivety and utter 
ignorance. His to ry seems to be distorted 
in Pike 's hand and eve ry th ing has to 
show b lood i n his red eyes. Most of the 
Chinese students at IC have stood up 
from the Cul tu ra l Revo lu t ion and i n v o l v e d 
themselves in the ten years of reform to 
some extent, It was on ly from the 
unders tanding that Cul tu ra l Revolu t ion 
has near ly des t royed C h i n a and 
C o m m u n i s m is not w o r k i n g have we been 
de termined to rebu i ld C h i n a for a fairer, 
freer and more democrat ic society. 

Dur ing the t ime of the Nationalist 
government of C h i n a , the quest ion was 
h o w m u c h l iber ty m a y be a l lowed . 
H o w e v e r , w i t h the Commun i s t 
government w h e n eve ry th ing is under 
party cont ro l , the question becomes 
whether we have l iberty o r not. 
Intellectuals have been purged again and 
again. W o r k e r s are under strict pol i t ical 
discipl ine (not w o r k i n g discipline) and if 
any th ing happens, they are the first to be 
used or to be punished. The worst 
happens in the countrys ide w h e r e there is 

What's O n 

no social welfare system—the t rademark 
of socialism—at all and yet more than 
80% of the popula t ion l ive there. The 
peasants p rov ide the state wi th cheap 
food and e v e r y n o w and then mil l ions die 
of s tarvation due to mismanagement . 

Jason Pike needs to be r eminded that 
he is free to publ ish his letter here or in 
the future free C h i n a but should the w o r d 
'capi ta l ism' in his final paragraph be 
replaced by ' c o m m u n i s m ' as follows: 

By giving some people power over 
others, the state created the opportunity 

Dabble 
Dear FELIX, 

The wri ter of one of your articles 
'T iananmen: Riot or Massacre ' chose 
interviewees w i t h a sadly pat ronis ing 
attitude towards the ord ina ry people of 
their country . W h o e v e r said that pressure 
for po l i t ica l democracy is right for 
Eastern Europe but not C h i n a because 
'People in Eastern European countries 
have better democra t ic minds than the 
Chinese people ' , was effectively saying 
that he or she thought the Chinese people 
don't have the right to determine their 
o w n future because they are too stupid or 
too ignorant to agree wi th h i m or her. 

T h e admi ra t ion expressed for the 
influence of capitalist countries, is 
misplaced. A r e not T a i w a n a n d South 
K o r e a capitalist countries? There , the 
exploi ta t ion of the w o r k i n g class is more 
severe than i n Western Europe because 
the State has more power to enforce it. 
Some people cal l the market-directed 

for personal corruption. The state, low 
wages and high prices are necessary to 
create the profits that communism (the 
exploitation of people by a parasitic 
ruling elite) demands. But communism is 
not necessary. 

T h e n most people may find more truth 
in it and he w o u l d have to spend a few 
good years in jai l if the letter were made 
publ ic in a, however small , c i rc le in 
Ch ina . 

Yours sincerely, 
Ming Ri. 

form of capi ta l i sm ' economic freedom' or 
'the free market ' . But it does not p rov ide 
freedom for people of any class. Just to 
surv ive and main ta in our posi t ion, we al l 
have to fulfil the demands of the market , 
and many people are pressurised to 
quench the ca r ing side of their nature to 
compete. Since our economic and pol i t ica l 
env i ronment inevi tab ly de termine the 
range of choices avai lable to us, humani ty 
w i l l not be free unti l we con t ro l polit ics 
and the economy. In the Soviet U n i o n , 
whe re the people are s t r iv ing to sieze 
pol i t ica l power , so the e c o n o m y is being 
taken out of pol i t ica l con t ro l and into 
pr ivate ownersh ip by the ru l i ng class. 
This process is a threat to a l l potential 
n e w democracies ; people shou ld insist on 
the right to run their o w n w o r k p l a c e 
(c i rcumvent ing the State w h i c h is 
cumbersome and corrupt). 

A n y o n e w h o idealises 'capitalist 
democracies ' is look ing at them through 

continued overleaf 

A N UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS IN AND A R O U N D IMPERIAL COLLEGE 

FRIDAY 
Hang Gliding 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Come and find out 
about weekend training. Weekly meeting. 
Yacht Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Huxley 413. 
Rag Meeting 12.40pm 
Union Lounge. 
Friday Prayers , 1.00pm 
Southside Gym. See Islamic Society. 
Kung Fu 4.30pm 
Union Gym. 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 5.00pm 
413 Maths. 
Christian Union Meeting 6.00pm 
308 Computing. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Fencing Club Training 6.40pm 
Club training. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.30pm 

Southside Gym. 
WellSoc Meeting 7.30pm 
Physics LT1. Professor Eric Laithwaite gives 
talk 'Nature did it first' (should be Monday). 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and join in. 
Southside Disco J8.30pm 
Southside Bar. 

SATURDAY 
Boat Club JJ.OOpm 
Putney Boathouse 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in Southside Gym. 
London Ball 7.00pm 
Tickets on door. 

Meet Beit Quad for second trip to Hookwood. 
Bring cheque books. 
Sunday Service 10.00am 
Anteroom Sherfield Building. See West London 
Chaplaincy. 
Catholic Chaplaincy Mass 11.00am 
53 Cromwell Road. 
Wargames 1.00pm 
UDH. A l l welcome. 
Yoga 10.30am 
Southside Gym. 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in the Union Gym. 
Catholic Mass 6.00pm 
53 Cromwell Road, followed by supper. 
Boat Club 9.00pm 
Putney Boathouse. 

SUNDAY 
SplotSoc .6.45pm 



Wear Sir 

LETTERS 

rose-tinted spectacles. Most people here 
have little con t ro l over wha t happens in 
their o w n lives. H o w m a n y people k n o w 
their M P personal ly? A r e his or her v iews 
all the same as yours? So w h y does 
Par l iament have the right to make laws 
we are supposed to be forced to obey? 
The State and the capitalists, w h o push 
everyone a round , break any laws they 
find inconvenien t . W h y do some people 
have too little power to ensure they have 
a home and regular meals? It hurts 
eve ryone to k n o w that other people are 

Dabchick 
Dear Sir, 

I feel compe l l ed to wr i te o n the subject 
of you r apparent ly fictional series of 
letters. 

'The Adven tu re s of the Inadequate 
M a n ' , a select ion of rantings from a 
fictional character ' A l a n Ba i l ey ' . 

Firs t ly it is on ly fair to tel l y o u that a 
real ' A l a n Ba i l ey ' exists, a n d as 1 gaze at 
h i m now, I f ind it hard to bel ieve that 
your bigoted, and some might say pig 
ignorant charactor can be based on this 
beautiful h u m a n being. 

Fur the rmore how could the author of 
your enter ta ining but hard hi t t ing series 
of ' M o c k Mis ives ' be be l i eved to be an 
Imperial Col lege student. This is a college 
of higher educat ion, and some say the 
heart of the late sixties 'peace and love ' 
generation—the pieces so far have been 

suffering and to try to tell ourselves 
noth ing can be done about it, w h e n we 
real ly want to help. Here in the so-called 
'Free West ' people have little choice h o w 
to l ive their l ives. The system we l ive 
under is so abominable , we should not 
congratulate ourselves w h e n outsiders 
admire it. T h e i r choice of what to bel ieve 
and what to fight for, and our choice, 
ought not to be restricted to al ternative 
forms of opression. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jason Pike. 

illiterate, biased to the point of racist or 
homophobic hysteria, and no doubt 
wri t ten or ig ina l ly in shakey wr i t ing . 

Imperial Col lege w o u l d not, 1 feel sure, 
produce such a miserable spec imen; from 
its atmosphere of unders tanding and 
enlightenment, such a self-important 
intollerant shi thead seems un l ike ly . The 
myth ica l persona of ' A l a n Ba i l ey ' is not at 
a Col lege of higher educat ion, but c lear ly 
a wanker of the highest o rder w h o has 
never been o n a cheap day return to the 
planet Earth. 

If y o u in tend to publish any more of M r 
Bai ley 's opinions, perhaps they could be 
tainted wi th a bit of beauty; as it is, if 
they were to be taken seriously, they 
could offend, upset, and do a lot of 
damage. 

Richard Ball, Chem 2. 

Dab Hand 
Dear Chris, 

First thing: the cover of issue 883 
promised that students w o u l d soon have 
the amaz ing oppor tuni ty to pay tuition 
fees, in addi t ion to l iv ing costs. No more 
of this soppy Thatcher i te ideology 
whereby the poor taxpayers subsidise us 
to lounge about for three years and then 
get a fabbo job. I've been look ing forward 
to this for ages, and eager ly scoured your 
mighty publ ica t ion for details. T o m y 
dismay there was no ment ion of what I'm 
sure w o u l d be a staggeringly popular 
scheme. It n o w seems to me that this was 
a cruel hoax, designed to increase 
F E L I X ' s c i rcu la t ion wi th empty promises 
of wondrous delights. Be warned , this can 
only lose y o u readers in the long run. 
The best w a y to shift m o r e copies is the 
M u r d o c h - M a x w e l l theorem, i.e. enormous 
eye-catching headlines, m i l l i o n pound 
bingo, and loads of nude b imbos . 

The other th ing: A t h e n a is doing an 
excel lent job, generating interest in 
F E L I X . His c r i t i c i sm of the Saddam 
Hussein Fan Club on campus is entirely 
justified. 1 am surprised, however , that he 
didn't condemn in more forthright terms 
El-Choly ' s b igoted rantings of a fortnight 
ago. Br i t ian has a long and fascinating 
history, and a culture env ied and 
emulated the w o r l d over . A s a Br i ton 
(well, almost) I consider A m i n ' s remarks 
more offensive than any th ing A t h e n a has 
said. Keep it up A t h , and h o w about 
so lv ing the Nor the rn Ireland prob lem 
next? 

Yours anti-Heseltinely, 
Ultan McCarthy, Physics 3. 

What's O n  
A N UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS IN AND A R O U N D IMPERIAL COLLEGE 

MONDAY 
RockSoc Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Al l abnormalities 
welcome. 
Basketball Club 5.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Men's Team. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Speaker Meeting 5.30pm 
University of London, Senate House, Malet 
Street. 'Ways Into Shakespeare's Sonnets' by 
Prof Helen Vendler. 
Rock 'n' Roll Lessons 6.00pm 
JCR. Intermediate. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Rock n Roll 7.00pm 
JCR. Beginners 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and try one of the 
most physically demanding sports. 
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Latin American 8.00pm 
JCR. Beginners/Improvers 

TUESDAY 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 8.30pm 
Chaplain's Office 
Riding Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Radio Modellers 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Cathsoc Mass 12.30pm 
Mech Eng 702. Followed by lunch. 
Sailing Club 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
EnviroSoc Lecture 12.45pm 
Mech Eng 220. 'Personal Choice and the Green 
Movement.' 
PhotoSoc I.OOpm 
Southside Lounge. New members to join. 
Radio Modellers 5.30pm 

Student training workshop, Mech Eng. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Amenesty International 5.30pm 
Clubs Committee Room. Weekly meeting. 
Wine Tasting Soc 6.00pm 
Union Lounge. Weekly meeting. 
Social Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. Beginners. 
Canoe Club 6.15pm 
Beit Quad store or 8.30pm in Southside Upper 
Lounge. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
ICSF Film 7.00pm 
Mech Eng 342. 
Latin American 7.00pm 
JCR. Bronze Medal Class. 



D a Capo 
Dear Sir, 

I w o u l d l ike to suggest that Imperial 
Col lege U n i o n and al l its members do not 
in any way get i n v o l v e d in a campaign 
that w o u l d support tak ing human life and 
par t icular ly abor t ion . 

Firs t ly , the human e m b r y o and foetus is 
an ind iv idua l f rom concept ion . F r o m this 
point o n (s)he has a unique D N A structure 
and grows accord ing to its o w n b io logica l 
set up. A s an ind iv idua l the e m b r y o or 
foetus should be g iven the rights of any 
human especial ly and foremostly the right 
to l ive . W o m e n do have rights but, l ike 
men , these rights do not inc lude 
terminat ion of innocent h u m a n life on 
demand. This attitude is one of pure 
selfishness a n d th ink ing on ly of one's o w n 
comfort and convenience . It is 
unfortunate that there is so little concern 
for the innocent and helpless in the w o r l d 
today. 

Secondly , G o d created man after His 
o w n image and to abuse that is an 
abomina t ion of his holy sight. W e are to 
have the same concern for other 
individuals as we have for our o w n 
bodies. The Bib le puts it this way, 'Love 
the L o r d y o u r G o d wi th a l l you r heart 
and wi th a l l y o u r soul and w i t h all your 
mind ' . This is the first and greatest 
commandmen t . A n d the second is l ike it, 
' L o v e your ne ighbour as yourself . ' B y the 
w o r d 'neighbour ' , Christ means a l l 
m a n k i n d , the fact that we have such a 
l o w v i e w of other people's welfare is 
another mark of the way sin has bondage 
ove r this w o r l d . It is sin that separates us 
from the perfect and holy G o d and as al l 
have sinned, all deserve the just 

What's O n 

penalty—death alone. H o w e v e r , praise 
G o d that He has not left us in this 
hopeless state but presented His Son, 
Jesus Christ , as the on ly sufficient 
sacrifice to p a y for sin, so that, 
'whosoever believes in H i m w i l l not 
per ish but w i l l have eternal life'. (John 
3:16). 

E v e n though, Christ has paid the 
penal ty for the sin of the elect, we al l 
have the responsibi l i ty to seek to fol low 
the mora l l aw w h i c h teaches us to think 
of others before ourselves. It is in this 
spirit that I urge the IC W o m e n ' s Officer 
not to encourage the avai labi l i ty of 

D a c c a 
Dear Chris, 

It is a bit hard to k n o w where to start, 
have never heard so m u c h d r i v e l in al l 
m y life, that is since K o n r a d Pagenstert 's 
letter. The 3 crit ics (Felix 884) obvious ly 
never read m y letter p roper ly . 

I w i l l start w i th Dar ren Aust in 's letter: 
W e l l I don' t need to look up 'bigoted, 

xenophob ic o r sycophant , ' however y o u 
better look up ' intolerance ' since y o u 
spelt it w i t h 2 l's. I don't r eve l in war . I 
respect and admire those w h o gave their 
l ives so the rest of us might enjoy the 
freedom that we all have. The reason 
w h y I kept m y arguement fixed on 
Japanese attrocities was s imply because 
m y letter was a t tacking Pr ince Charles ' 
visit to Japan. There was no point in 
ment ion ing South A f r i c a s ince the Pr ince 
wasn't even go ing to the same continent. 

abort ion in this country, no r protest at a 
perfectly just l a w in another nat ion. M a y 
we al l divert our attention to preserv ing 
God's creat ion to His g lory . W e pray that 
this count ry w o u l d turn f rom the sin that 
has been commi t t ed ' legal ly ' over the 
past 23 years to accordance w i t h the 
perfect W o r d of G o d in H o l y Scripture. 

For the advancement of God's glory, 
David Morton, EE 2. 
Brian Eccles, ISE 2. 
Owen Griffiths, Civ Eng 2. 
David Kirk, Aero 4. 
John Patterson, ME 2. 
Paul Darlington, Maths 2. 

I do agree that part of Rememberance -
day, however , is to r emember the horrors 
of war . 

M o v i n g on to D o m i n i c J e n k i n : 
A l l I can say about this person is that 

he must be a closet N a z i s ince he wan ted 
obvious ly , to appease Hit ler . What is most 
disgraceful about h im are his comments 
and I quote 'I w i l l not respect those that 
died.. . ' W e l l , if those people had not 
stopped Hi t le r by being p repa red to k i l l 
others, y o u w o u l d k n o w be l i v ing under 
the Naz i flag, w i th no R o y a l F a m i l y and 
no parl iament . W h y don't y o u shut up 
and hold your whi te feather. 

F ina l ly Ma t thew Salter: 
W e l l , this was just a load of toffee-

nosed condescending d r ive l . I a m glad he 
is grateful to those w h o died for our 
freedoms. T h e y were heroes because they 

A N UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS IN A N D A R O U N D IMPERIAL COLLEGE 

WEDNESDAY 
Keep Fit 12.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Cycling Training 1.00pm 
Meet at Beit Arch. 
Wargames 1.00pm 
UDH. Al l welcome. 
Micro Club Meeting 1.15pm 
Top floor NW corner Union Building. Every 
week. 
Kung Fu 1.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Rowing Club 2.00pm 
Putney Boathouse. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
AudioSoc _ 7.00pm 
Cornflake Shop demo, 37 Windmill Street near 
Tottenham Court Road tube. 
Basketball Club 7.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Women's Team 

Kung Fu Club 7.30pm 
Union Gym. Wu Shu Kwan. 
DramSoc 'Billy Liar' 8.00pm 
Concert Hall. 

THURSDAY 
Fencing Training 11.30am 
Intermediate & advanced coaching. 
Balloon Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
YHA Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Postgrad Lunch 12.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Princes Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Fencing Training 12.30pm 
Beginners Training. 
Amnesty International 12.30pm 
Letter writing stall in the JCR. 
Fencing Training 1.30pm 
General. 

Gliding Club Meeting 1.00pm 
Aero 266. Come and arrange a trial flight. A l l 
newcomers welcome. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym 
Midweek Service 5.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Prince's Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Social Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. Intermediate. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Social Ballroom 7.00pm 
JCR. Beginners. 
Film Soc 7.30pm 
'Parenthood' in Room 220 Mech Eng. 
DramSoc present Billy Liar 8.00pm 
Concert Hall. 



realised that they o w e d a duty to their 
country , and be l i eved in a r ight and just 
cause. There were m a n y respected people 
at the Ceno taph as Mat thew says. But 
that was not what I was condemning . I 
condemned the future K i n g of the U K ' s 
lack of tact in going to Japan on 
Rememberance day. 

I am flattered that Mat thew did 
research on me but unfortunately (like his 
so ca l led facts) he is w r o n g to say I have 
a 'Hang Nelson M a n d e l a ' T-Shirt . I do not. 

In answer to his question, 1 can expla in 
the fact that there have been 3 
consecut ive Conserva t ive governments . It 
has noth ing to do wi th dece iv ing the 
populat ion. It is because of sensible and 
correct pol icies aswel l as hav ing a 
wonderfu l P r i m e Minister in Margaret 
Thatcher . 

T h e person w h o was to b l ame for 
H i r o s h i m a and Nagasaki is Hi roh i to . H e 
was on the counc i l that agreed to (and he 
personal ly authorised, the records 
showing this st i l l exist) the attack on 
Pear l Harbour , thus br ing ing the US into 
the war . 

Mat thew says that I don' t l ive in the 
real wor ld . W e l l I k n o w that I'm more in 
tune wi th the Bri t i sh people than a 
condescending , stuck up person l ike y o u . 

B y the w a y unl ike most people at 
Imperial I have an S-level in mode rn 
history w h i c h inc luded South East A s i a in 
W o r l d W a r II. So I'm not as ignorant as 
Mat thew likes to think. M y letter was not 
racist. I cal led the late E m p e r o r a 'nasty 
little Nip ' not any other Jap. 

Nasty—because he was head of state 

and a l lowed atrocities to happen. 
Li t t l e—wel l he wasn't v e r y big! 
Nip—shortened from N i p p o n . If anyone 

ca l led me a Bri t I w o u l d be offended. 
W h e n Ma t thew ever leaves Col lege, 

after his P h D , (if he ever does. H e strikes 
me as one of those eternal students), he 
w i l l see what the real w o r l d is real ly l ike, 

Dace 
Dear Chris, 

I heard yesterday about another deviant 
w h o is t ry ing to prosecute the Br i t i sh 
Government ove r al leged h u m a n rights 
abuse. 

The scumbag in question is a convic ted 
murderer . He has served three years of a 
life sentence for k i l l i ng a y o u n g g i r l . H e 
was mar r ied in prison, three months after 
being gaoled, to a w o m a n he met whi le 
o n remand. H e wants permiss ion to 
consumate the marriage, w h i c h has 
constantly been refused. 

His argument is that b o n k i n g is such a 
basic human right that it is i l legal to 
prevent an inmate from do ing so. What is 
the w o r l d c o m i n g to? This country 's 
c r iminals are treated l ike spoil t ch i ldren . 
T h e y eat better than m a n y honest 
cit izens. If they smash up their rooms 
they are g iven new ones. ' M o d e l ' prisons 
are planned, w i t h a T V and fridge in 
every r o o m . T h e y go shopping, have day 
trips, they get plenty of visits, and regular 
exercise . Others study for O p e n 
Univers i ty degrees, bettering themselves 
at the expense of their v ic t ims. 

away from the protect ive educat ional 
env i ronment . It is on ly then he w i l l see 
h o w condescending and isolated, v iews 
l ike his, rea l ly are. 

Yours, 

Alan Bailey. 

P.S. Please print m y reply this time!! 

W e have prisons p r imar i ly to protect us 
from ev i l and dangerous individuals . The 
second purpose of pr ison is to punish 
convicts for the nuisance they have been 
to society. I advocate t reat ing prisoners 
l ike the scum they are. If they destory 
their cells then they go wi thout furniture 
unti l they pay for the damage. If they 
smear their exc rement on the walls—the 
'dir ty protests' c o m m o n in Peterhead and 
other m a x i m u m securi ty e s t a b l i s h m e n t s -
then they l ive i n their o w n filth unt i l they 
clean it up. C o r p o r a l punishment must be 
re int roduced, a n d made compul so ry for 
assault on staff. 'Life ' should mean just 
that—murderers must never be freed. 
Facil i t ies for prisoners to c o m m i t suicide 
should be more readi ly avai lable; their 
assistance in reducing o v e r c r o w d i n g 
w o u l d be gratefully rece ived . 

Let our poor sex-starved inmate 
consumate his marr iage w h e n he gets out 
in 2001, if he c a n still get it up. I find 
against the plaintiff. 

Yours, 
Ultan McCarthy, Physics 3. 

What 's O n 
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Rock Soc Gig 8.00pm 
Union Lounge. Heartbreak Angels plus support 
and rock disco. 
Latin American 8.00pm 
JCR. Gold medal class. 
Southside Disco 8.30pm 
Southside Bar. 
ICCAG Soup Run 9.15pm 
Meet Weeks Hall Basement to take food to 
London's homeless. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• SEND A LETTER save a life at the Amnesty 
letter writing stall, Thursday, 12.30, JCR. 
• THANKS A LOT for helping out on Saturday 
Pete, and Lucy and John for Friday night. 
Cheers Zayeed. 
• POSTGRADUATE Womens Group. Women in 
Music 1990. Trip to the jazz night at the Shaw 
Theatre. Friday 7 December. £4, sign up on 

SCR (Sherfield) noticeboard. Further details 
from Sam ext 5156 or Kaye ext 6894. -
• IC RADIO would like to thank the customers 
of Southside last Friday for donating £162.08 to 
Children in Need. 
ACCOMMODATION 
• T W I N bedrooms, £45 pw each and single 
rooms, £53 pw available in Hamlet Gardens 
flats. Contact M Bridgewater on 081-746 3205 
(eves). 
• V E G NON-SMOKER wanted to share flat in 
Clapham Junction. Single room £41 pw plus 
bills. Bike 20 mins, bus 40 mins. Tel 071-228 
0187. 
FOR SALE 
• FOLK G U I T A R - Y a m a h a FG400A. As new 
£100. B Flat Clarinet-Buffet Grampon £150. 
Contact John Maskall on 5521. 
LOST & FOUND 
• LOST: One RCS rugby shirt 'striped' with 
number 7 on the back. If found please return 

to RCSU Office. 
• LOST: Green sweatshirt with 'Eastern Region 
Ski Association' on it. Contact P Wickens, Life 
Sci 3 or tel: 081-994 8522. 
PERSONAL 
• F L U F F Y B U M . . . w h o are you anyway? 
•YIANNIS Y. (the great tsifteteli dancer) needs 
help to join the Spanish A N D Japanese Society. 
Please help him. 
• PLEASE help me, Yiannis Y, Mech Eng 1. 
• PHALL1XSWORD: Sophie: A message from 
JBG via GT: T feel like a French tourist in Neh-
neh-na-narnia! Ocasion! Ocasion! Party Up! 
Donkeyless forever! Hugs 'cos—true love must 
burn!' And from me: Hippo birdies & many of 
the day. Don't despair, but be glad it's one step 
nearer to that day—no more worries! 
• C H R I S Dawber & Gina Marquess wish to 
announce their engagement, a formal date has 
not been set. 
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Manager's Bit 
It's been a fun week runn ing between 
telephones and fax machines all in the 
cause of interesting news and lots of gory 
gossip. Unfor tunately we are not able to 
br ing y o u half the stuff this week but I 
a m sure y o u w i l l find someth ing good to 
read a week on Wednesday . 
Chrimbo Edit ion 

What! A w e e k on Wednesday , h o w can 
that be y o u say. W e l l , for the unini t ia ted 
at the end of term we try and finish w i th 
a bit of a bang. This means that we w i l l 
be runn ing a huge issue packed wi th lots 
of goodies for y o u to read a n d play! Yes 
we have a boa rd game for passing by 
those awful bits of Chris tmas. 

If y o u want to get any th ing into the 
next issue y o u w i l l have to come and see 
me as soon as possible. W e w i l l also need 
lots of col lators to help us put the issue 
together and dr ink lots of wine , beer etc 
and eat mince pies and things. If y o u can 
help out turn up on M o n d a y even ing 
from about 6 p m and Tuesday even ing 
from 7pm onwards . R e m e m b e r that's not 
next week but the one after. 
Two is a special number 

O n M o n d a y a n d Tuesday there are two 
v e r y important things happening and y o u 

ought to be a part of it. R o l l e d into one 
convenient m o v e y o u w i l l be able to vote 
for or against the all new Non-Sabbatical 
Fe l ix Edi tor and make y o u r op in ion 
k n o w n about the possible changes to the 
College Day . This is a biggie as the 
College w o r k i n g party on the idea meets 
on Thursday to decide what to do. If a 
big enough number of people give their 
v iews then this must be taken into 
account by the w o r k i n g par ty if they are 
l iv ing o n the same planet as us. Of course 
this may not be the case. Because of the 
two matters above there is a b ig 
possibil i ty of a F E L I X flysheet going out 
on Wednesday morn ing so keep a look 
out for this next week. 
Credits: 
Typesetting and Printing: Rose and 
A n d y 
News Editor: T o b y 
Reviews Editor: A d a m T 
Music Editor: Sarah Features Editor: 
R o l a n d 
Science Editor: Ian 
Cartoonist: A n d y Butcher 
Photo Editor: R i cha rd 
Photography: J e remy 
TheTeam: A d a m H , M i c h a e l N e w m a n , 

James, Spencer , F rank , A t h e n a , D o n 
A d l i n g t o n (sorry, I k n o w it should have 
gone in last week!), Char les Nasser, Chr is 
R i l ey and Stephen Copestake . 
The Collators: Lots of col lators this 
week thank Ga ia , d r a w i n g from the 
above and FBI Soc, West L o n d o n 
Chapla incy , West L o n d o n Cathol ic 
Chap la incy and the Overseas Commit tee . 
The people include; Rosie, A n d y , Sharon, 
D a v i d , Dave , Pau l , D a v i d , Sarah , Clai re , 
C h e w and E l i zabe th from C U ; M i c h a e l , 
Ilyas, M i c h a e l and A n d r e w from FBI ; 
T o m , Nick , J o n and Carr ie from L W C ; 
Andreas , T M L o o , K Yur tseuer , R 
A n t o c e y k , S Lee, Chandan , M i c h and 
Rona ld from O S C ; A n d r e w and G r a h a m 
from IC Rad io . 

Christmas Staff Meeting Today at 
l p m . Everyone Welcome, but if you 
cannot make it then see me as soon 
as possible. 

Felix is produced for and on behalf of the Imperial 
College Union Publications Board and is printed at 
the Imperial College Union Print Unit, Prince Consort 
Road, London SW7 2BB (Tel 071-225 8672). 
Manager: Chris Stapleton, Business Manager: Jeremy 
Burnell. Copyright Felix 1990 ISSN 1040-0711. 

Join us for the 
FELIX '90 DINNER 

on Friday 7th December 
7.30pm for 8.00pm 

Food, Wine & More Galore! 
Students £18, Staff £24 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
Contact Chris on ext 3515 

or in the FELIX Office 

FBI 
CHRISTMAS DINNER 
THURSDAY 13th DECEMBER 

7.30pm SHERFIELD 
Informal dress 

Tickets £10 from 
Samir Doshi, Computing 4 

Ann Roberts, Maths 3  

A DAY AT PARL1MENT... 
TW5 WEEK W E TAKE AN EXCLUSIVE 

LOOK AT THE SECRET POLITICAL tiff 
OF 00R VERY OWN FRIENDLY NEI&HB 
CWRHOQP PSYCHOTIC CAT... 

PLEASE NOTE: THE STORY THAT 
FOLLOWS IS COMPLETELY TRUE- ANY 
RESEMBLANCE TO PEOPLE LIVIN&-, PEAP, 
OR IN POWER DUE TO OPOKf WSritALLY 
MANIPULATING EVENTS AND LOCK IS 
ENTIRELY INTENTIONAL. 

<g) i v i o Aueui sex F iewp 

IN THE HOUSES Of P O W E R . 

r ACKK. ! E R . N O , E% , 
I ' M T H E PM. . . BAeF 
ge; excuse M E ; BAP 



Manifesto 
UNION 

Andy Butcher Non Sabbatical FELIX Editor 
Proposed by James Briant 

Manifestoes are a lways tough to wri te (it's 
tough enough to spell for a start). Phrases 
l ike '1 think y o u should vote for me 
because... ' and 'If elected I p romise to...' 
c o m e sneaking unbidden to your mind , 
furt ively gather ing at the edges of your 
conciousness. Y o u drop y o u r guard for a 
second and A R R G G G H H H H ! ! ! Y o u ' v e 
wr i t t en the biggest e lec tora l c l iche since 
'Vote for me or the goose gets it'! Y o u r 
or iginal i ty , self esteem, a n d credibi l i ty go 
out on strike, your sanity starts to 
c rumble and it's a l l over. . . Y o u ' v e wri t ten 
another 300 b o r i n g words and no one 
reads past the th i rd l ine! 

So, I 'm not go ing to tell y o u to 'vote for 
me' . Honest . I'm just go ing to say w h y I 
want to do the job. Radica l , eh? 

It's not go ing to be ve ry long, either. 
T h e s imple fact is I want to do it because 
I'll enjoy it. 

W e l l , m a y b e it shouldn't be that short. 
In m y d i m and m u r k y past (the V l t h year) 
I p roduced a newsletter. In m y 1st year I 
ressurected the T i z a r d hall paper, the 
L iza rd . This year I've been w o r k i n g for 
Fe l ix . A l l these have been great fun, and 
I l oved doing them. If I get the post, m y 
ma in aims w i l l be to cont inue (and wi th 
any luck, improve) the excel lent w o r k 
done by Chr i s so far and to make F e l i x 
as enter ta ining as possible. 

T o sum it a l l up, I honest ly enjoy 
s taying up ' t i l a l l hours of the morn ing , 
l i v ing on coffee and cigarettes, be ing 
under constant stress, w r i t i n g ve ry long 
sentences, hav ing members of staff a v o i d 
me, and having huge amounts of w o r k to 
do. The w a y I see it be ing F e l i x Edi tor 
isn't going to stop me doing any of that. 

A n d y Butcher. 

H o w to Vo te 
In a val iant attempt to join in the current vogue of internal 
elections Imperia l Col lege U n i o n is hav ing an elect ion for a 
non-sabbatical F E L I X Edi tor . The p o l l is on M o n d a y and 
Tuesday from 10am to 5pm. V o t i n g w i l l definitely take place 
in the M e c h E n g F o y e r , J C R , U n i o n Snack Bar , M a t h s / D o C 
W a l k w a y Concourse , C h e m E n g Concourse and the Mines 
Entrance as w e l l as at S i l w o o d and St Mary ' s . V o t i n g may take 
place in other departments depending on h o w m a n y people 
want to man ballot boxes (you do get payed!). 

A t Col lege we use a m e t h o d of vo t i ng somewhat different to 
the T o r y Par ty , i.e. the Single Transferable V o t e (STV) system. 

S T V is rel iant on a candidate ach iev ing greater than 50% of 
al l votes. This is ach ieved by the fo l lowing method : 

Y o u a w a r d a 1 (solely a 1 not a t ick or X or any other 
smudge) to the candidate who , in y o u r op in ion , is best. Y o u 
can stop there or a w a r d a 2 to the next best candidate, 3 to 
the next and so on depending o n h o w many candidates there 
are, inc lud ing New Elec t ion . 

The re are a few parts to remember otherwise y o u w i l l v o i d 
your paper. The re can on ly be numbers on the paper, they 
must start at 1, they must be sequenced and not represent an 
equal preference. 

O n the paper there is a choice m a r k e d N e w Elec t ion . If y o u 
vote 1 for this opt ion y o u make a statement that the candidate 
is unsuitable for the job. If y o u want to vote N e w Elec t ion fine, 
but do not do it as a joke as an elect ion costs a substantial 

Invalid Val id 
Candidate A \ Candidate A 
N e w Elec t ion New Elec t ion 

Candidate A Candidate A 
N e w Elec t ion A New Elect ion 

Candidate A \ 
N e w Elec t ion l 

You can also vote for 
New Election 

amount of money to run (hence we are running a referendum 
at the same time). 

The count ing of votes w i l l be at 5 .30pm on Tuesday. A 
candidate must pass quota, w h i c h is one vote m o r e than 50% 
of va l i d papers be ing counted . S T V gets more compl ica ted 
w h e n more than one candidate stands as votes are transferred 
but y o u w i l l have to wait unt i l then. 

Sample of v a l i d and i n v a l i d papers are shown be low: 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE O.S.C. PRESENT 
FOR STUDENTS ALL OVER LONDON 

INTERNATIONAL 
BALL 

AT THE PARK DISCO 
KENSINGTON HIGH ST 

Dance music from all over 
the world 

National costume or smart 
dress essential 

4th December '90 
9.30pm-3.00am 

Tickets: 
&5 in advance (more at the door) 

Tickets available from: YOUR STUDENT UNION OFFICE or contact Andreas 
Masouras (071-223 3808), Yashpal Kapoor (071-727 8065), Ron Rapanot (071-370 

3287). Chandan Singh (071-370 0439) 

buy tickets in advance to avoid disappointment 


