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| ^ Montpelier Setback 
Montpe l ie r H a l l has been t aken off the 

market for up to three months whilst 
legal documents are scrutinised. G o r d o n 
Marsha l l , the n e w Director of Estates, said 
that he had some queries o v e r the 
w o r d i n g of the contract d r a w n up by 
Cluttons w h i c h , he thought, d id not 
'max imise the benefits' for col lege. 

T h e hal l was to be sold in mid -
December , after student's a ccommoda t ion 
contracts ran out on the 16th. M r 
Marsha l l said that it w o u l d n o w be sold 
somet ime after mid-February but that the 
situation as regards students still had to 
be 'sorted out'. H e thought that students 
w o u l d not want such a short contract but 
Miss O 'Ca l l aghan , the A c c o m m o d a t i o n 
Officer, said that students w h o wan ted to 

stay on unti l M a r c h cou ld approach her. 
O n accommoda t ion , M r Marsha l l said 

that there w o u l d be a document sent to 
al l students deta i l ing the state of affairs 
w i th regards to Montpel ie r Ha l l and the 
Clayponds estate. Rather than direct ly 
transfer students be tween the residences, 
he said that he w o u l d l ike to offer 
students 'more suitable accommoda t ion ' . 
Miss O 'Ca l l aghan conf i rmed that there 
had been no po l i cy decis ion on al locat ion 
to Clayponds , the first phase of w h i c h 
should be comple ted by January . She said 
that this phase should consist of '25 single 
rooms, 12 double rooms a n d six bedsits 
for ma r r i ed couples wi thout ch i ldren ' , 
hopefully to be filled 'for the rest of the 
academic year ' . 

M r Marsha l l , exp la in ing w h y Montpel ie r 
had been w i t h d r a w n from the market , 
said that by accept ing a tender the 
col lege w o u l d enter into a b ind ing 
contract. This meant that the tender 
documents had to be TOO per cent 
b o m b p r o o f a n d that the col lege had to 
include searches that w o u l d be performed 
by the purchaser in the case of a n o r m a l 
house sale. 

Start ing w i t h the post of Estates 
Manager , w h i c h has been recent ly 
advert ised, M r Marsha l l w i l l be bu i ld ing 
up a n e w team for Estates. He intends to 
produce a pamphlet in the near future 
setting out his plans for the section. 

Could You Survive 9-6? 
A n increase in the length of the Col lege 
day to start at 9 .00am and finish at 
6.00pm, and a s taggered l u n c h break, has 
been r e c o m m e n d e d by a W o r k i n g Party. 
The re w i l l be a student re ferendum o n 
the proposal , du r ing the v o t i n g for the 
non-sabbatical F e l i x Edi tor , on the 3rd 
and 4th of December . 

A s w e l l as starting lectures on the hour, 
the change w o u l d in t roduce a staggered 
lunch break, split t ing the col lege in two . 
One section starting at 12.00pm and one 
at l .OOpm. 

Paul Shanley, U n i o n President, said that 
the split may be made by depar tment 
wi th , for example , all of Gui lds tak ing 

lunch at l .OOpm. H e said that this w o u l d 
not mean four hours of lectures as the 
morn ings w o u l d be b roken up wi th 
tutorials and seminars. 

M r Shanley agreed that a staggered 
lunch break w o u l d force clubs to 
reorganise*but d id not th ink that any 
clubs w o u l d be k i l l ed off b y the change. 
H e said that there w o u l d be certain hours 
set aside for c lub activities in the same 
w a y that Tuesday and Thursday 
luncht imes r e m a i n free at the moment . 
H e added that queues for l unch w o u l d be 
reduced, mean ing more t ime for other 
activit ies. 

The referendum, M r Shanley said, 

w o u l d consist of an ex t ra ballot sheet, 
handed out at the Fe l ix e lec t ion. It w o u l d 
ask whether the student was for, or 
against, the w h o l e proposa l as a package. 
This , he thought, w o u l d g ive a better 
representat ion of student feel ing than the 
response from the last U n i o n Genera l 
Meet ing . 

W h e n asked about the v i ews of 
students. M r Shan ley said that he thought 
that some w o u l d be in favour but that 
half w o u l d be against any change. H e 
exp la ined that cer tain groups w o u l d not 
find the p roposed hours pract ical . 

Miroslav Holub Lecture 
T h e in terna t ional ly r e n o w n e d 

immunologis t and pol i t ica l poet Mi ros l av 
Ho lub ta lked last Tuesday in a lecture 
a r ranged by the Humani t i e s department 
and the H u x l e y society. O v e r a hundred 
students were there to l isten to h im. 

In his speech he exp l a ined the pecul iar 
symbiosis of science and poli t ics in his 
nat ive Czechos lovak i a . Th i s , he expla ined , 
was due to the nature of science w h i c h 
'teaches us not to fool ourselves ' and 
w h i c h had a 'habit of t ruth ' . This , he said, 
was the reason w h y science was 
ins t rumental in the dest ruct ion of Marxis t 
ideologies. A s an example he ci ted an 
exper ience he had whils t be ing a 
pathologist in nor the rn Prague. H e said 
that he saw the corpses of patients w h o 
had trusted in the official ly approved 
spir i tual healers be ing ca r r i ed away by 
the pol ice to prevent a pub l i c autopsy. 

H e quoted a fel low phi lospher in saying 
that science needs the values of truth, 
trust, d igni ty and dissent to function -
m a k i n g the compar i son w i t h the pol i t ica l 
system in his coun t ry to w h i c h these 
values were anathaema. 

A s w e l l as be ing chief research 
immunologis t at the Institute of Cl in ica l 
and E x p e r i m a n t a l Med ic ine in Prague, 
Mi ros l av H o l u b is also a poet. H e said 
that art and science, though distinct, 
re l ied on one another to be effective. H e 
reci ted his p o e m 'Reflections on a Test-
tube' towards the end of the lecture. 

H e accepted the pres idency of the 
H u x l e y society, and on their behalf 
handed over a cheque for £ 5 0 0 to the 
Nat ional Poet ry Society, l aunch ing a fund 
to pay for a resident poet at the Col lege . 
A l l of Holub 's books can be bought from 
the U n i o n Books to re . 
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Queensgate Alert N i l 4kkM\ 

A I M u W 

Scores of people unwi t t ing ly r i sked 
their l ives last F r iday by t r y i n g to wa t ch 
the Pol ice dea l w i th a suspected car 
b o m b in Queensgate. 

After the car's a l a rm was set off, the 
front of the H u x l e y bu i ld ing was 
evacuated, but people in the higher floors 
l ooked out of the w indows . 'Car bombs 
can create a phenomena l amount of 
damage - people s t icking their heads out 
of w i n d o w s cou ld have had them b l o w n 
off, said Geoff Reeves, Col lege Securi ty 
Officer. He added that-as the K u w a i t i and 
Iraqi embassies are situated nearby, there 
was cause for ex t ra care. 

T w e n t y metres of 2.5 i n c h copper 
p ip ing was stolen from the hydrant 
supply of the Sherfield B u i l d i n g over the 
week. 'This was dangerous and 
irresponsible, it w o u l d have put 
eve rybody at r isk had there been a fire', 
said Col lege Securi ty . T e r r y Br i l ey of 
securi ty said that if the F i re Br igade had 
been cal led to deal w i th a fire, they 
w o u l d have had no water to fight it wi th . 

A n o t h e r car has been b r o k e n into at 
the back of the Chemis t ry bui ld ing . T w o 
camera cases and test meters were stolen, 
and the cases were r ecovered nearby. 

• 

M o r e bicycles have been stolen, and the 
Met rop lo i tan Pol ice have leafletted b icyc le 
owners a round college w a r n i n g them of 
the dangers of theft. M r B r i l e y added that 
D-locks were st i l l avai lable f rom security 

(ground floor of Sherfield) at £ 2 0 . 5 0 . 
A n y b o d y seeing anyth ing suspicious, 

whether possible theft or someth ing more 
sinister, should phone 3372 (security) 
immedia te ly . 

Dissident Talks CYCLE 
CODING 

TODAY 

Friday 16th Nov. 

Sherfield Anteroom 
Have a coded serial 

number stamped on your 
crankshaft! 

Be part of the Imperial 
audience in the filming of 
LWT's new series JOSIE 
starring Josie Lawrence 
from 'Who's Line is it 
Anyway'. Meet in the 
STOIC Studio (top floor 
Union Building) at 6.00pm 
on November 28. Tickets 
are FREE 

Last Wednesday Prof Fang L i Z h i , the 
famous Chinese dissident that n o w 
lectures at Cambr idge , gave a lecture on 
'The A n t h r o p i c Pr inciple . ' It was one of a 
series of lectures that take place on 
Wednesdays in Physics , lecture theatre 
one. 

M e n d - a - B i k e 

F u l h a m , L o n d o n S W 6 ITD 
0 7 1 - 3 7 1 5 8 6 7 

The lecture r e v o l v e d a round the centra l 
pr incip le that the fundamental constants 
have to be at their present va lue or the 
universe w o u l d not exist in its present 
state. 

There was a capaci ty audience and the 
lecture lasted for w e l l over an hour. 
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m Mary's 
Toilets 

Rag Beer Festival 

Last W e d n e s d a y night the toilets in the 
St .Mary ' s student un ion bar were 
vandal ised , causing damage of 
approx ima te ly S I 5 0 . O n the same 
evening , an attempt was made to r emove 
a sports team photograph f rom the w a l l 
of the bar, w h i c h resulted in the 
smash ing of the glass and frame. It was 
suspected at the t ime that Imperia l 
Col lege U n i o n (ICU) members were those 
responsible a n d one of t hem was t raced 
from the descr ip t ion g iven by one of the 
ba rman . 

Later , s ix m o r e offenders came fo rward 
and admit ted taken part in the act. T h e y 
were o rde red to pay the cost of repairs 
and fined by I C U . The m o n e y from the 
fines w i l l go towards Rag . 
It was thought at the t ime that the 
incident had occured because of inf lamed 
feelings over mascotry . A treasure hunt, 
organised by St .Mary 's students earl ier 
this te rm, had lead to the loss of a 
number of signs from Imper ia l , together 
w i t h a Shie ld f rom Ci ty and Guilds U n i o n . 
In light of this the items have and are 
be ing re turned. 

This year 's beer festival ra ised almost 
£ 4 1 0 0 . A c c o r d i n g to the R o y a l Col lege of 
Science (RCS), w h o orgainise the festival, 
not a l l the beer was sold, par t ly due to 
the lights in the J C R being turned off at 
10.00pm. These lights are computer 
cont ro l led a n d could have been turned 
back on by securi ty, if they had found 
the r ight key . 

T h e lights f inal ly came back on at 10.30 
w h e n the price of a pint was reduced. 
Later , the R C S gave away free beer in an 

attempt to clear the r e m a i n i n g stock. 
Chas Randies, the R C S V i c e President last 
year , said that eve rybody had left by 
11.30 and that there was no trouble. 

The rag stall sold £ 9 5 2 w o r t h of rag 
mags and T-shirts dur ing the festival and 
w i l l be sel l ing the r e m a i n i n g 'Elephants 
C o m e 91 ' glasses for £ 1 . 5 0 each in the 
U n i o n lounge dur ing lunch t ime today. 
A l s o avai lable are 'Dragon Div ine 89' T-
shirts and past rag mags. 

Poor Uptake for Student Loans 
A t the last F inance and Execu t ive 
Commi t t ee mee t ing , on the 2nd 
N o v e m b e r , it was disclosed that on ly 150 
students from Imperia l had taken up a 
Student L o a n . Yes terday , the figure stood 
at 200, ind ica t ing that just 10 students 
were a p p l y i n g each day that the office 
was open . 

Peter Mee , the Col lege Registrar , 
suggested that a 'sensible th ing to do' 
w o u l d be to invest in the for thcoming 
electr ic i ty share offer. Past records 
suggest that a n inves tment of £ 4 6 0 in 
T S B , Br i t i sh Gas, Rolls R o y c e , Br i t i sh 
T e l e c o m , Br i t i sh Steel and other s imilar 
floatations w o u l d profit the investor by 
£ 8 0 wi th in the first few weeks . 

U n l i k e some banks ' l im i t ed overdrafts, a 
Student L o a n is not interest free but is 
l i nked to the rate of inf la t ion. The 
m a x i m u m loan is £ 4 6 0 in L o n d o n , 
rent better a c c o m m o d a t i o n . W h e n 
quest ioned further as to h o w invest ing in 
a moun ta in b ike w o u l d help them to pay 
off the loan after three years, m a n y 
responded by saying that they w o u l d be 
leav ing the coun t ry after their course. 

The re have been rumours that there 
cou ld be restrict ions on foreign t ravel 
amongst Br i t i sh graduates to prevent this 
happening . It has been suggested that the 
loan r epaymen t should be w a i v e d if the 

repayed a year later. If £ 4 6 0 is b o r r o w e d 
each year for a three year course, £ 1 4 9 0 
w o u l d have to be repayed , based o n the 
present inf lat ion rate of about 8%. 

W h e n a few students w e r e asked what 
they w o u l d use the loaned m o n e y for, a 
minor i ty said they w o u l d invest the 
m o n e y in a h igh interest account . T h e 
rest said that they w o u l d b u y n e w 
cameras, moun ta in bikes, computers , or 

mean ing that £ 4 9 5 w o u l d have to be 
student w o r k s in this coun t ry for three 
years after graduat ion. 

A n y b o d y interested i n a p p l y i n g for a 
loan should visi t r o o m 345 o n level 3 of 
the Sherfield Bu i ld ing on a M o n d a y , 
Wednesday o r F r i d a y be tween 11.45am 
and 3.15pm. B r i n g w i t h y o u y o u r b i r th 
certificate, a letter conf i rming a grant and 
details of your bank account . 

FREE GIFT w h e n y o u j o i n 

T H E S T O C K E X C H A N G E 
I N V E S T O R S C L U B 

(Reduced Subscription to FBI members) 

J o i n u p o n 

T U E S D A Y 2 0 t h N O V E M B E R 

i n M a t h s R m 4 1 0 at 12:30 p m . 
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LINSTEAD H A L L 
presents 

Cocktail Party 
with Live Jazz 

in Linstead Hall 
Bar 

Friday 23 Nov 
7.30pm 

All Linstead and 
ex-Linsteadians 

welcome 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE 
O.S.C. ENTS PRESENT 

INTERNATIONAL 
NIGHT 

A T 
THE PARK' 

DISCOTHEQUE 

4th December '90 
9.30pm to 3.00am 

Smart Dress 
or National Costume 

Tickets available from the Union Office 

£ 5 . 0 0 in advance 

City & Guilds 
CARNIVAL 

Friday 23rd November 1990 
featuring: 

Friends of Harry 
+ The Bogus Brothers 

plus: 

•k Disco * Bar Extension * Films * Cocktails * 
Doors open 8.00pm Tickets £5.00 from the Guilds Office 



A Man Escaped Darkman 
IThis is an escape story, wi th a 

difference. The focus is on one 
man , Lt Fontaine, captured and 

impr i soned b y the Gestapo. F r o m the 
momen t of his capture, he tries to escape, 
again and again. 

Rober t Bresson is we l l k n o w n for his 
sharp and minimal is t style, a n d this fi lm 
is an excel lent example . W e hardly see 
the faces of the G e r m a n guards or of the 
Gestapo. T h e y are not important . W e see 
Fonta ine not as a l ieutenant of the 
F r e n c h Resistance, but as the caged 
an imal they have reduced h im to. Y e t 
they are unable to strip a w a y his h u m a n 
dignity. 

In a place a i m e d totally at b reak ing the 
h u m a n spirit , w h e r e conf inement is 
sol i tary and be t rayal commonp lace , men 
sti l l manage to befriend and support one 
another. Bresson draws a careful contrast 
be tween Fonta ine and a fe l low prisoner, 
a priest, w h o , the Gestapo hav ing 
depr ived h im of his Bib le , bo r rows a 
penc i l (forbidden in the prison) off his 
fellows, that he may wri te d o w n his 
be loved verses. For , as he says, every 
m a n must have a re l ig ion , an occupat ion , 
to stop h i m go ing mad . ' M o i , je 

m'occupe, ' says Fontaine, a n d goes back 
to his re l ig ion , the act of a t tempting to 
escape. 

The spir i tual i ty of this act is s imply and 
beautifully i l lustrated by Bresson. His 
camera makes us love Fonta ine , root for 
h im and hold our breaths in turn, as he 
quie t ly and pat ient ly concentrates o n his 
task, under sentence of death from his 
captors. 

Bresson e m p l o y e d non-professional 
actors in this f i lm. Francois Leter r ier is 
wonderful as Fonta ine , wi thout stealing 
the show comple te ly from the support ing 
cast, w h o help integrate the f i lm 
effectively. 

A warn ing : if you ' re interested in a 
good o ld ro l l i ck ing , un t ax ing c o m e d y for 
a night's entertainment, this is just the 
opposite: stay away! O n the other hand, if 
y o u have a single shred of humani ty in 
you , that shred w i l l beg for a fi lm l ike 
this. Bresson has long been an inspira t ion 
for m a n y of today's famous directors . It is 
not difficult to see w h y , nor to 
unders tand how this fi lm w o n h im the 
a w a r d for Best Director , at Cannes in 
1957. 

Zia A k b a r . 

The Ref lect ing Sk in 

1y favourite occupa t ion of a 
Iweekend even ing (after the bar has 
•closed) is to w a t c h fi lms o n C h a n n e l 

4 or B B C 2 that an Irish gen t leman that is 
often also in the c o m m o n r o o m describes 
as ' F u c k i n ' W i e r d ' . This f i lm w o u l d slip 
beautifully into that category. A l l the 
characterist ics of an art-house mov ie are 
there, the amaz ing , v i sua l ly s tunning and 
quiet ly symbol i c photography , the b izarre 
sequence of events, the odd characters. 

The last might be exp la ined by the fact 
that the fi lm is be ing told f rom a child 's 
v i ewpo in t (reminiscent of Yaaba - another 
art house reference) w h o is t rapped in a 
n ightmare on ly par t ia l ly of his o w n 
m a k i n g . He has a perver t for a father, a 
brother i n v o l v e d in a tomic testing and a 

domineer ing mother . His friends are one 
by one being murdered , a n d he believes 
the w i d o w his brother has fallen in love 
w i t h is a vampi re . 

F r o m exp lod ing frogs to self-
immola t ion , this fi lm deals w i t h the 
darker sides of our natures a n d fears as 
Seth tries to make sense of the adult 
w o r l d and makes decisions that w i l l affect 
the rest of his life. Some of the sequences 
are rather dis turbing, and not a little 
g r izz ly , so the f i lm is not for the faint of 
heart, but it's w o r t h the effort. This rea l ly 
is a imagina t ive and or ig ina l f i lm that I 
enjoyed far more than I expec ted to do. 
Hopeful ly its n o r m a l theatr ical release 
w i l l give it the recogni t ion it deserves. 

Pendragon. 

iDarkman opens w i t h the un l ike ly 
premise that L a r r y Drake is a 
b loody hood lum w i t h a penchant 

for amputa t ion . This may seem perfectly 
sober unless y o u recal l that M r . Drake is 
the gent leman w h o portrays the retarded 
office clerk, B e n n y , in LA Law. A la s , the 
latter part is s tronger than the first, and 
so the first scene is somewhat surreal as 
Benny ' s dark alter ego (replete w i th grey 
silk scarf d raped round his neck) 
rampages th rough a r iva l gang. Numerous 
pieces of heavy ar t i l lery w a v e around in 
the background , a l though a few truly 
dreadful gags are sufficient to see off 
most of the bad guys. 

H a v i n g f i rmly established the baddies, 
it's t ime to meet the hero. Pey ton 
West lake is a (sorry, I feel a Capital 
Letter At t tack c o m i n g on) Mi ld -Manne red 
Scientist w h o has made a Staggger ing But 
F l a w e d Discove ry ; to wit , the produc t ion 
of synthetic sk in . Unfortunately, the skin 
is on ly stable for 100 minutes. . . 

Peyton's gir l fr iend is an accountant (or 
something) w h o stumbles into a b ig G a n g 
T h i n g . Predic tably enough this results in 
the hapless Pey ton be ing beaten up.acid-
scarred and generali ty not f ly ing Business 
Class. Be l i eved dead, he is treated by 
exper imenta l surgery w h i c h shorts out his 
finer feelings. B e i n g , not unnatura l ly , 
somewhat peeved , he escapes and sifts 
th rough his labora tory wreckage . . . 

The rest of the fi lm concerns itself w i th 
the muti la ted Peyton 's shift into the 
D a r k m a n , w h o uses his art if icial sk in to 
make perfect masks of his adversaries, 
revenge himself and w i n back his 
gir l fr iend from the B i g B a d G u y . This 
appears to consist of a t i resomely large 
number of bad jokes, an unarguably we l l 
choreographed but over fami l ia r sequence 
of stunts and some staggering overact ing. 

Darkman is v i sua l ly ve ry s l ick, and the 
whole th ing (plot (!), effects a n d 
director ia l style) is taken d i rec t ly from 
comic-books of the '70's. Regret tably, this 
is not as enter ta ining as it might sound. 
Stay home a n d wa tch Neighbours . 

The Fly ing Gerbi l A n d Friend. 
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M y B l u e H e a v e n 
I My Blue Heaven is v e r y ve ry v e r y 

v e r y happy. It rea l ly is happy. If 
you 've seen a sad m o v i e , it 

cer ta inly isn't this one, because this 
mov ie reactivates, exhi larates and 
exterminates (possibly not the last). 

T o summar ise the plot : R ick Moran i s is 
happy. Unt i l his wife leaves h i m . Steve 
Mar t in is happy. Unt i l his wife leaves h im. 
(We should point out that Steve Mar t in is 
a supergrass w h o has been g iven a new 
identi ty and R i c k is the FBI agent 
assigned to babysit . Not that Steve has a 
baby but we ' re sure he was one once (or 
twice)). Steve has ex t reme difficulty w i t h 
a) adjusting to smal l - town life b) his^ tai lor 
c) his k lep tomania . A s such he is 
perpetual ly be ing a r ra igned by the loca l 
district a t torney (Joan Cusack, late of 
Working Girl). Undis turbed b y this he 
continues in his naughtiness under the 
comfortable duvet of FBI securi ty . R ick is 
forced to confront Joan (who finds the 
smal l hairs on the back of her neck r is ing 
in his presence) amidst Steve's attempts 

The Colony 
a Cropper 

I This is ac tual ly two plays. The first 
The Colony by M a r i v a u x was 
wri t ten in the eighteenth century 

and some of the ideas he comes up wi th 
are ve ry surpr is ing for their t ime. 

A group of men and w o m e n are 
sh ipwrecked on a desert i s land and 
therefore no country 's laws can have any 
authori ty ove r them. So a new 
government has to be set up and a new 
consti tut ion wr i t ten . Of course, the 
government won ' t include the women—it 
never has, w h y should they w o r r y their 
heads about it? T h e w o m e n however 
have other ideas and stage a protest 
about their non- inclus ion in affairs of 
state and l aw and justice. M a r i v a u x was 
not a feminist but many of the ideas put 
forward in this play are interest ing in 
v i e w of the t ime. There was a lot of 
debate going on in France at this t ime 
about women ' s rights. Despi te this, I 
found this p lay rather d r a w n out, it didn't 
ho ld m y interest to the end. It also 
seemed rather art if icial , a l though at times 
it was quite amusing . 

The second p lay Comes a Cropper was 
especial ly wr i t t en for the c o m p a n y -
Monstrous Regiment—as a k i n d of sequel 
to the previous play. It is set in the 
present day and once m o r e people are 
stranded on a desert is land—only seven 
this t ime though. Predic tably , released 
from the law of a count ry , the men once 
more try to int imidate the w o m e n into 
lett ing them take charge. 

This play is amus ing at first—a few of 
the characters are mode rn stereotypes 
but again the p lay loses interest towards 

to improve her footwear. A n d so on . 
The square (but not, thankful ly , a full 

physics fresher) Moranis grows cooler as 
t ime goes by under Steve's influence and 

Comes 

the end and the ending is v e r y cont r ived , 
mere ly used as an escape mechanism, 
and real ly rather spoils the play—had 
there been any sympathy left for it by 
then! 

These plays were real ly rather 
disappoint ing as the ideas were good and 
cou ld , I feel, have been deve loped better. 

The plays are showing at the Battersea 
Ar t s Centre. T h e box office is on 071-223 
2223. 

J L W . 

—Films 

—Comics/Graphics 

—Theatre 

REVIEWS 
Steve grows rec iproca l ly m o r e stable. 
R ick learns to dance the merengue (yes 
we thought y o u ate it too) a n d gives b ig 
happies a l l round . 

B y the end of the fi lm eve rybody is in 
love wi th the right people a n d Steve has 
turned over a n e w leaf (maybe). Rick has 
managed to beat some-one up for no 
par t icular ly good reason (most enjoyable). 
Eve ry th ing is fluffy bunnies all round (we 
don't feel we have denied y o u the 
surprise of the ending). 

In conclus ion : This fi lm offers the 
chance to see Steve M ar t i n act ing the 
role he does best (although not at his 
funniest), Rick Moran i s in a new role (ie. 
not a card-car ry ing nerd) and a turtle 
do ing what turtles do (no mar t ia l arts 
involved) . Light to the ex t reme, we l l -
sect ioned (split w i th nice little captions), 
forgettable and happy happy happy 
happy happy. 

See it if you 've got a spare afternoon (it 
beats lectures). 

The Amaz ing F ly ing Gerb i l Machine 

The Complete 
Spiderman 

i H a p p y M e m o r i e s . In m y post Beano 
I and pre-Dr. Who days Marvel UK's 
'Spider Man c o m i c was one of m y 

main delights in a week of tables reci t ing 
and story wr i t i ng . N o w a d a y s those eyes 
of mine prefer X-men, a b reak from the 
toi l of an Eng l i sh Degree. I t ' s nice to see 
M a r v e l U K re turn to the Spidey reprint 
fold after the success of the U K originated 
Knights Of Pendragon and Strip (both 
w e l l wor th a look , especial ly since 
Knights is n o w a regular mon th ly title). 

H o w things have changed. Peter Pa rke r 
(the Spectacular Spider Man) is n o w 
mar r i ed to his o ld flame M a r y Jane 
Watson . His A u n t M a y appears to be in 
the throes of geriatr ic love and J . Jonah 
Jameson doesn't o w n the Bugle anymore . 

This reprint book actual ly incorporates 
4 US issues, one each from Amazing 
Spider-Man, Spectacular Spider-Man, Web 
of (you guessed it) Spider-Man and the 
two and a half m i l l i on sel l ing, T o d d 
M c F a r l a n e w r i t t e n / d r a w n / i n k e d , new 
Spider-Man. A t £ 1 . 7 5 an issue it 
represents a considerable sav ing on 
b u y i n g a l l the US books separately (I 
k n o w , I c h e c k e d in Mega-City) , and the 
print qual i ty is better than some of the 
originals . 

A s for the stories, we l l , the wri ters are 
no Chris Claremounts , but the art is 
pretty good a n d the s toryl ines interesting. 
E n o u g h to keep any c o m i c fan, w i t h a 
l i k ing for super-types, happy. W e l l w o r t h 
a trip to the local Newsagents for. 

(How about a Mutants ' combines reprint 
book now, M a r v e l UK?) 

Pendragon. 



Honeychile 
b o n e v t l ) i l 

Moonflowers 
-LSE 

The Moonflowers look at life in a special 
w a y — ' W e t r ied to hug e v e r y o n e today as 
w e w a l k e d d o w n O x f o r d Street . . .only four 
people let us'. 

This figure surprises me not. T h e 
Moonflowers are not the most at tract ive 
band I've ever seen—but w h o can tell 
under the masses of hair , greasy face 
paint and funny hats? 

It was t ime to forget the 90s, re turn to 
the 70s and pre tend that Manches te r 
didn't rea l ly exist for a couple of hours. 
The L S E bods were conque red b y both 
the head-beating, body-churn ing , meaty 
numbers and the low-geared, head-
w i b b l i n g creat ions {prompting m y 
ne ighbour to mutter someth ing about 
'vibes ' and ' love-making ' ) . Legs were 
danced off and bodies c o m m u n e d 
together-whichever seemed appropr ia te at 
the t ime. 

The Moonflowers' sound is a mongre l 
breed—a unif icat ion of 70s rock , Doors, 
Led Zepplin, T-Rex w i t h a few rough 
patches t h r o w n in to keep it human . 
T h e i r enthusiasm rol ls o v e r their 
audience—an audience t ransf ixed by a 
swi r l ing , projected backdrop , an utter 
craftsman of a guitarist a n d a chappie 
whose pony ta i l can on ly be descr ibed as 
'misplaced ' . T h e y ' r e a gulp of fresh air, an 
escape from the current pat tern of 
Col lege bands, and a cha l lenge to grab. 
They ' re happy and they ' re not out to 
change the w o r l d . But they ' re go ing up— 
under scrutiny from severa l r eco rd 
companies their first s ingle is out now. 
Listen and learn. See them if y o u can. 
They ' r e going to be huge. IC Ents take 
note. 

N o w , where did I put m y face paint? 
J immy Rimmer 

Honeych i l e are happenin ' . Descr ibed as 
'London ' s hottest new dance band, ' their 
vers ion of the H e n d r i x classic sounds 
fresh off the m i x i n g desk of any 
innova t ive ly creat ive dance group. 

The m i x is genuine ly s tunning. T h e 
or ig ina l song is by no means a l ien to the 
racy dance beat, complete w i t h blips and 
thumps. The rappy verses flow effortlessly 
be tween the soulful catchy choruses. 
There 's no th ing especial ly adventurous 
about it, it's s imply contagious. 

L u s h 

Steppin Stone 12" 
The flip starts w i t h the Live Mix of the 

lead, a sharper vers ion , comple ted by ad-
lib hip-hop piano and funk guitar sounds. 
T h e highlight is then the next track, 
enti t led Bee- Side, a superb snide at the 
compuls ion to produce an inferior track 
just to fill the flip. Laced w i t h such classic 
lines as 'So sing it n o w or we won' t get 
paid, ' it's a jov ia l tale of desperate song-
wr i t i ng in the traffic jam o n the w a y to 
the studio (sounds a bit l ike The Cure). 

Ut ter ly br i l l iant . 
S J H 

-T&CC 5.11.90 
Lush as y o u w o u l d k n o w if y o u came 
f rom N o r t h of the T y n e means dead 
good, br i l l iant etc, and Lush the band 
cer ta inly are. 

A four piece band from L o n d o n 
consist ing of M i k i (guitar/vocals) , E m m a 
(gu i ta r /back ing vocals), Steve (bass) and 
Chr i s (drums) they met (apart from 
Emma) as students at Nor th L o n d o n Po ly 
a few years ago. 

Lush have a dist inctive sound 
c o m b i n i n g j ingly-jangly guitars w i t h sweet 
harmonious vocals . A sort of Cocteau 
Twins meet Ride. 

The gig began wi th a spectacular 
entrance by E m m a who t r ipped over a 
guitar lead, but all the laughs were lost as 
the band p lunged into their first number . 
T h e set consisted of a l l their releases— 
from their debut E P 5car , t h rough Mad 
Love (which made the top 50) to their 
latest E P Sweetness and Light. T h e y even 
had to repeat a song for their second 
encore! Lush have apparent ly g iven some 
awful l ive performances in the past, but 

tonight they sounded confident, fluent 
and accompl i shed . If y o u ' v e got any 
sense, you ' l l go out today and spend the 
rest of your grant on A L L three Lush 
EPs. 

F ina l ly the fresh-faced support act 
deserve a mention—Faith Over Reason— 
w h o , despite hav ing popped straight out 
of the Sundays mou ld are a good band in 
their o w n right. 

Pinky and Perky. 

F e l o D e S e 
—Trap Door 

After what seemed an eterni ty at Ci ty 
Univers i ty ' s Trapdoor , some life on stage 
gave the c r o w d something to stir about. 
Admi t t ed ly , as two sparklers we re lit o n 
stage, 1 w o u l d rather have been round a 
bonfire wa tch ing a stuffed G u y Fawkes 
being burnt. 

Felo De Se f inally started despite 
problems w i t h the P A , n a m e l y someone 
putting a compressor o n it. H o w e v e r the 
distinctive band sound, somewhere 
between the Breeders and B-52s, pu l led 
through m a k i n g the first song, Fantasia, 
one of the most memorab le . 

Despite the over-zealous d rummer , 
there was some immacula te guitar w o r k , 
w h i c h never lost its exce l lence . Felo even 

at tempted Hendr ix ' s Foxy Lady (the 
cheeky sods) and coped admirab ly . 

The vocalist 's dancing a round the stage 
w i t h m u c h a r m w a v i n g a n d hanging from 
the m i k e s tand was enter ta ining, but he 
should still do the Right T h i n g , and leave 
his female counterpart to do a lot more 
singing and less back ing . T h e one song 
she performed herself, Close The Door, 
was superb wi th beautiful d r eamy vocals; 
a song y o u w o u l d want to die to. 

T h e keyboards fi l led in the spaces and 
the overa l l effect was ve ry pleasing. Ents 
w o u l d be do ing no bad th ing to have 
them play here. 

M A K with thanks to Br ian 
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Pet Shop Boys 
—Behaviour LP 

Behaviour is the fifth a lbum from the 
Shoppies, compr i s ing their first new 
mater ia l for a lmost three years. S o m e h o w 
it comes as no surprise to f ind that they 
haven't chosen to divert f rom their o w n 
eccentr ic path through rock 'n ' ro l l . 
For this r eco rd the duo are reputed to 
have gone in search of the oldest synths 
they could find (Casio V L - T o n e owners of 
the w o r l d unite) for those elusive 
spaceship l and ing noises. W h e t h e r this is 
true or not, cer ta in ly the r eco rd sounds 
s impler than their previous denser work ; 
p roduc t ion by H a r o l d ' A x e l F ' 
Fa l t e rmeyer highlights this w i t h dec idedly 
low-key m i x i n g . 

The a lbum opens wi th Being Boring 
w h i c h is ei ther au tobiographica l 
or . . . something else. This t rack is so gentle 
it's almost offensive, but s imul taneously 
carries the usual hideously addict ive v o c a l 
hook (all the more so for the triteness of 
the lyrics). T h e second track is burdened 

wi th an in to lerably long name w h i c h I 
cannot be bothered to repeat here; a neat 
mid-pace sweep wi th an arc of guitar 
from Johnny M a r r and possibly the most 
familiar make-up of any track on the 
record . To Face The Truth follows and 
the Shoppies make the mistake of fal l ing 
into standard dance / sou l patterns wi th 
the result that the song is appal l ing. Nex t 
up is How Can You Expect To Be Taken 
Seriously?, a quick and wi t ty snipe at 
rock monsters and their fans. 

The flip opens wi th My October 
Symphony, w o r t h a men t ion for a guest 
appearance by the Balanescu Str ing 
Quartet (who supported, for want of a 
better w o r d , o n the tour). So Hard 
follows, odd ly out of place, then 
Nervously, a relat ive non-entity; The End 
Of The World is another bittersweet 
breakup song. Jealousy closes the L P 
quiet ly. 

Behaviour is not the Pet Shop Boys' 

finest moment but fans won ' t be 
disappointed and they may gain a few 
converts . The next single Being Boring is 
due for release on N o v e m b e r 12th and a 
tour is in the works . 

S t o n e 

W o r l d of 
If you ' re a regular c lub goer and an 
i nd i e /dance crossover l ovech i ld , y o u ' l l 
love this E P . It is made up of the 7" and 
12" versions of The Storm a n d covers of 
the Rolling Stones' She's Like a Rainbow. 
H o w e v e r , it is v e r y m u c h a studio sound, 
and we doubt they w o u l d be able to 
reproduce it l ive . 

The Storm (7") is fairly poppy, but 
ly r i ca l ly sound (Tve t r ied a thousand 
times to m a k e the sun shine in m y m i n d . 
But the m i n d w i l l not be w a r m e d , I can't 
release it f rom the storm'). The 12" is 
comple te ly different (is this the same 
song?) heavi ly featuring w a h - w a h guitar 
and a typica l dance d r u m beat, a long 
w i t h lots of spacey, twi r ly noises. A n d 
just as y o u are beg inn ing to th ink this is 
an ins t rumenta l and definitely not the 
same song—in comes a few muffled, 

Twis t 
—The Storm EP 

subdued words and then a burst of the 
chorus. She's Like a Rainbow (7") cou ld 
almost be mis taken for the or ig ina l if it 
wasn' t for the added d r u m beat, whereas 
the 12" adds numerous ex t ra 
ins t rumental bits. Cons ide r ing the recent 
popular i ty of the r e m i x e d Sympathy for 
the Devil, this is sure to be at least 
modera te ly successful. 

So our verdic t : a l l in a l l , real ly quite 
good. 

Pinky and Perky . 

The Real 
People 

—Window Pane 12" 
Loaded w i t h dancy rhy thms , loaded w i t h 
guitar d r iven melodies , loaded 
with . . . loaded (Primal Scream). 

A n o t h e r dose of indie dance, but this 
tastes surpr is ingly good. Us ing a p r o v i n g 
formula and do ing it as good as anyone , 
The Real People m a y have a winne r 
here. 

I was hop ing for someth ing new, a 
progression f rom the n o w year-o ld dance 
crossover (perhaps an exper imen t in 
superposi t ion of d r u m tracks) but this w i l l 
do for n o w . 

Greame 

Competition 
W e are g iv ing y o u another chance to w i n 
a copy of Prefab Sprout's latest a lbum, 
Jordan: The Comeback, by answer ing the 
fo l lowing questions: 

W h o featured o n ha rmonica o n the From 
Langley Park To Memphis a lbum? 

W h i c h of the fo l lowing is N O T a Prefab 
Sprout song? 
a) Doo Wop In Harlam 
b) The Devil Has All The Best Tunes 
c) Green Isaac 
d) On The Right Hand Of God 

W h o are the last four tracks on side one 
of Jordan about? 

W h i c h two members of the band are 
related and wha t do they play? 

Send your answers, inc lud ing w h i c h 
format y o u prefer, C D or cassette, to the 
F E L I X office to ar r ive no later than 
Wednesday N o v e m b e r 21st. The five 
winners w i l l be d r a w n f rom a hat. 
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FELIX 

Chris Riley reports on the feelings of Beijing students, one year after the event 

Tiananmen: Riot or Massacre? FELIX 
'Bei j ing exper i enced a hor r i fy ing counter­
revolu t ionary rebel l ion on June 3 and 4, 
1989. The purpose of the rebel l ion was to 
ove r th row the leadership of the Chinese 
Communis t Par ty and subvert the socialist 
People's Republ ic of Ch ina ' . 

Th is is h o w the official Chinese 
government publ ica t ion 'The Beij ing 
R i o t — A Photo Reco rd ' opens its 
explana t ion of the events w h i c h took 
place last year . 

The most offensive aspect of the 
atrocities is the blatent den ia l by the 
authorit ies that they ever occurred: the 
official ve r s ion is that the massacre didn' t 
happen. The propaganda cont inues . . . 'A 
handful of rioters instigated innocent 
people w h o were unaware of what was 
going on to intercept the mart ia l l aw 
enforcement troops in an attempt to 
prevent them from advanc ing into 
T iananmen Square. T h e y smashed or 
burned mi l i t a ry vehicles and publ ic 
buses...and went as far as brutal ly 
murde r ing P L A soldiers and a r m e d 
po l icemen. ' ' D u r i n g the rebe l l ion more 
than 6,000 officers and m e n of the 
mar t ia l l aw troops, a r m e d pol ice a n d 
public securi ty police w e r e injured and 
several dozen were k i l l ed . A l s o , m o r e 
than 3,000 c iv i l ians were w o u n d e d and 
over 200 died , inc lud ing 36 col lege 
students. A m o n g the non-mi l i ta ry 
casualties we re rioters w h o deserved the 
punishment, on lookers as w e l l as doctors 
and other people k i l l ed and injured 
accidental ly w h i l e c a r ry ing out var ious 
duties at the scene of the riot. ' 

No sooner had the b l o o d been washed 
off the streets than the w a v e of w i t c h 
hunts and execut ions began. E v e n n o w 
those caught speaking to a foreign 
journalist can be arrested for ' rumour­
monger ing ' . A Japanese geologist whose 
c o m p a n y headquarters are s ix ki lometres 
f rom the Square estimated that over 
100,000 people were executed in the area 
du r ing the c rack -down w h i c h fo l lowed. 

In Ju ly of this year I v is i ted Beij ing as a 
tourist to attempt to talk to students sti l l 
s tudying there. 

It was a l ready uncomfor tab ly hot and 
close at 8.30am as I c y c l e d nor th a long 
B e i c h i z i Dajie. The vastness of T i a n a n m e n 
Square on m y left stretched into the smog 
and was thronged wi th Chinese tourists. 
A t the nor th of the square I turned right 
onto the wide J ingshan Qianj ie and the 
front whee l reached a series of ruts 
w h i c h shook the already r i cke ty frame 
and caused the bel l to r ing . It was one of 
a series of tank tracks fossil ized in the 
tarmac as testament to the atroci ty w h i c h 
took place just over one year ago. 

Bei j ing is almost devo id of univers i ty 
students dur ing the uncomfor table h u m i d 
months of J u l y and August , but a 
spr ink l ing of postgraduates can still be 
found in their squal id, d ingy halls of 
residence. A surpr is ing number are still 

Tiananmen Square after the massacre. 
prepared to r isk the little f reedom they 
have to speak about China ' s problems. 

C h i n a is facing difficult t imes 
economica l ly , because of last June's 
movement . 

Has this put China back a long way? 
Yes , somewhat , but I th ink it is on ly a 

temporary setback. 
The Chinese system is still very 

unpopular worldwide, and this cannot 
be helping to propel C h i n a towards a 
democracy. 

Yes , it is easy to unders tand that 
Wes te rn countries th ink the Chinese 
system is not right. W e students have 
discussed this and we also understand 
C h i n a ve ry w e l l . I think the attitude of 
the West is w r o n g . The Chinese people 
come from a different cul tura l 
background; a different sys tem. W e have 
had some discussions together, fel low 
students and teachers and professors. W e 
analysed the Chinese s i tuat ion and the 
system, and agreed that no one can solve 
China 's problems. No matter w h o comes 
to control the government , they w i l l st i l l 
face the same problems. It is not going to 

change q u i c k l y . 
This year, especially in Europe, 

there have been some very big 
changes; the Ber l in W a l l came down 
within a few months last year. 

Yes . The Chinese intellectuals were 
shocked by the rapid changes in 
Europe.. .but they realised that it is easier 
for the Eastern European countr ies to 
change. 

W h y is there this difference? W h y 
was it possible for Romania to change 
almost overnight and for Germany, 
East and West to unite? 

It is the difference in the cul tural and 
educat ional backg round . People in 
Eastern European countr ies have better 
democrat ic minds than the Chinese 
people. T h e y are sur rounded by capitalist 
countries and the people cannot avo id 
contact w i th such countr ies . C h i n a on ly 
opened ten years ago. T h e people have 
on ly just begun to exper ience the 
Western w o r l d w h i c h they cannot 
understand. 

M a n y people sti l l don't k n o w what life 
is l ike in other countries. H o w do y o u 
exp la in colours to a b l ind person? H o w 
can y o u ask Chinese people if they want 
democracy and a better k i n d of life, w h e n 
they have no th ing to m a k e compar isons 

wi th . The major i ty of people are s imple 
farmers, peasants w h o cannot 
c o m p r e h e n d democracy . A t present there 
is no educat ion for them: e v e n if they 
t r ied to unders tand they cou ld not. 
Eastern European people have a m u c h 
higher leve l of educat ion. 

But last year it was the students 
which started the move towards 
democracy. 

Yes . . . young intellectuals, this is also 
Chinese t radi t ion. It is easy for them to 
start a revo lu t ion , but not easy for them 
to b r ing things to a conc lus ion ; it has 
happened before. 

T h e locals sti l l refer to the Square 
as 'The Crematorium' . Look ing round 
Tiananmen Square now, in my mind 
the memories of the bloodshed have 
hardly faded, yet there are families 
photographing their chi ldren, people 
flying kites and everyone seems 
happy again. A r e they real ly so 
happy? 

It's easy for Chinese people to accept 
the facts. Most of the people, even the 
intellectuals, th ink that it is best for us to 
accept the si tuat ion now, it is no use to 
protest. 

How can y o u accept the massacre? 
The Chinese government t r ied to 

...and one year later. 
' smooth ' the people, p r o v i d i n g food to 
conv ince the people that they are happy 
and that things have not changed . Most 
people are easi ly pleased and they just 
want a peaceful da i ly life, l ike (I suppose) 
most people in the West, not w o r r y i n g 
about what d e m o c r a c y a n d freedom are. 

But still it is h a r d for us to imagine 
how forgiving you can be and how 
you seem to forget things so quickly. 

N o . In people 's hearts they can never 
forgive such a th ing . W e w i l l r emember it 
for life. If in the future an intel lectual 
wri tes history, this scandal w i l l be 
remembered . 

Do you still feel bitter inside 
because of what they did? 

W e k n o w that in the senior government 
there are sti l l conflicts. R u n n i n g the 
government is easier said than done. 
M a n y people wen t to the street to protest 
but if y o u inv i t ed them to fo rm a 
government they w o u l d not be able to 
change any th ing . W e k n o w some of the 
democracy m o v e m e n t leaders, they are 
not qual if ied pol i t ic ians, they are s imply 
intellectuals w h o are interested in polit ics. 
It is s imply not t ime to th ink of 
democracy a n d freedom. W e still have 
o l d generat ions from the ' L o n g M a r c h ' ; 
after they die perhaps things w i l l change. 

This is the last generat ion; the next have 
rece ived a different educat ion. C h i n a as a 
count ry depends a lot on the governors ' 
minds . W e th ink of this as democracy . 
The people are used to be ing led by a 
person, to have an example to fol low. If 
educat ion doesn't improve this situation 
w i l l not change and d e m o c r a c y w i l l not 
w o r k . If the students had changed things 
to a democracy the worke r s and peasants 
w o u l d not have k n o w n h o w to react. 

But last year some of the workers 
were involved in the movement. 

It is not because they think the same as 
the students. Some worke r s a n d general 
ci t izens came onto the streets out of 
sympathy for the students wi thout 
k n o w i n g w h o to fol low and wi thout fully 
unders tanding the impl ica t ions of the 
students' demands. T h e Chinese people 
are accus tomed to think as the 
government thinks and to bel ieve what 
the papers say. 

Isn't that why the changes last year 
were so radical and alien to the 
people because the students were 
thinking for themselves and going 
against what the government thought? 
Do you think radical changes wil l 
ever take place? What are y o u r hopes 
for China's future? 

Some people sti l l have some hope, yes 
perhaps...but C h i n a is sti l l a communis t , 
socialist count ry . W e have to depend o n 
our government for almost every th ing; 
our policies, our beliefs, our views. But 
nowadays the w o r l d is chang ing a n d 
C h i n a can no longer r emain isolated. T h e 
government must face this a n d take new 
steps to deve lop the count ry . T h e y have 
t r ied their best to compromise w i t h 
Wes te rn countr ies by he lp ing them to 
invest i n C h i n a and on ly in this w a y can 
C h i n a deve lop m o r e q u i c k l y . Sanctions, 
w h i c h w o u l d starve Chinese people of 
business, economic , cul tura l and pol i t ica l 
contact, are not the answer . F r o m a 
historical point of v i e w C h i n a hasn't gone 
through the natura l process of 
development that capitalist countries 
have. O u r e c o n o m y a n d educat ion are 
still b a c k w a r d a n d in this si tuation it is 
ve ry difficult for us to change overnight 
into a Wes te rn culture. W e have become 
more open since the economic revo lu t ion 
and it is easy to see we w i l l have to face 
a lot more problems especial ly in these 
ini t ia l stages before companies are in 
profit. T h e economic revo lu t ion is just 
l ike the western evo lu t ion , but our system 
is different a n d there are bound to be 
some conflicts be tween the people: some 
are not satisfied and t ry to protest. A few 
Chinese became r i ch overn ight whi le 
others w h o w o r k e d in factories 
main ta ined the same economic status. 
This is not natura l , and people have to 
show their disagreement. M a n y y o u n g 
people don't unders tand the enormi ty of 
the p rob lem. 

10 11 



What's the difference between a bus and a Rhino? Nothing to a tsetse fly. 
Dr John Brady explains this and more including what turns them on as he 
explores the life of... 

African Vampires 
Question One: W h y did A f r i c a never 
invent the wheel? 

Answer: Because it was p reven ted from 
do ing so by a smal l in-offensive l o o k i n g 
insect the size of a housefly. 

This beast—the tsetse fly—has main ta ined 
for centuries a strangle-hold over t ropica l 
A f r i c a . Some 5,000 years ago, w h e n 
Midd le Eastern c iv i l i sa t ion was 
d iscover ing agricul ture a n d bu i ld ing the 
first agr icul tura l surpluses to fuel the first 
market economies , the tsetse fly was 
already beaver ing away in A f r i c a b i t ing 
al l the large vertebrates it cou ld lay its 
eyes on—and g i v i n g them s leeping 
sickness as it d i d so. 

Fur ther nor th , meanwhi l e , the 
domest icat ion of the horse h a d led to the 
development of the p lough, and thus 
indi rec t ly to the trade in food surpluses. 
This in turn demanded transport and, 
w i t h the horse to hand, i nven t ion of the 
cart fo l lowed . In Af r i ca , b y contrast, the 
sickness ca r r i ed by the tsetse prevented 
the domest ica t ion of any beast of 
burden—then as now. A n d wi thout 
draught animals there was no reason to 
invent either w h e e l or p lough . Hence , an 
e c o n o m y based on the hoe a n d the head-
load: no p lough, no surpluses; no 
surpluses, no w h e e l . 

Question Two: H o w d id the tsetse fly 
manage this? 

Answer: Because of an unho ly a l l iance 
we lded by evo lu t ion be tween the tsetse 
and the tyrpanosome. 

T h e fly needs b l o o d to l ive o n (it feeds o n 
noth ing else), and the t rypanosome (a 
microscopic b l o o d parasite) needs to get 
from the b loods t ream of one host to 
another in order to surv ive . W h a t 
evolu t ion did was to select the tsetse as 
the unwi t t ing transmission veh ic le for the 
t rypanosome. T h e fly imbibes the 
parasites w i t h its breakfast, and passes 
them on w i t h its supper. W h a t the 
parasite then does to its v i c t i m is to so 
debilitate it that it cannot be used for any 
k i n d of work , and if it is an an ima l new 
to Af r i ca , l ike the horse, it usually dies. 

Question Three: Wha t is Imperial 
College's interest in all this? 

Answer: The Depar tment of B io logy has 
a two-fold interest. Some of its 
parasitologists are w o r k i n g away at the 
defences of the t rypanosome—a 
formidable chal lenge to bo th drug and 
vacc ine development . A n d m y o w n 

interest is in h o w the tsetse finds the 
larger vertebrates it feeds on . 

Visual ise the p rob l em f rom the fly's 
point of v i e w . It has poor eyes, seeing at 
best two orders of magni tude 'worse ' than 
w e do. In g o o d light we c a n resolve an 
object o c c u p y i n g about one minute of arc 
(0 .02°) of our f ield of v i ew; the tsetse is 
l u c k y if it can manage to resolve two 
degrees. But that is not its o n l y p rob lem. 
It l ives in thick A f r i c a n bush that 
n o r m a l l y b locks off a l l lines of sight more 
than a few metres long, a n d it is, of 
course, rather smal l . In f inding its next 
meal , it is thus faced w i t h a si tuation of 

fluttering leaves or, worse , passing 
insect ivorous birds; and s lower speeds 
can on ly be m o v i n g shadows. 

A nice i rony is that this is the reason 
w h y tsetse are so s trongly attracted to 
vehicles . E v o l u t i o n d id not a l low for the 
a r r iva l of the tourist bus? A n in t r iguing 
side question is w h y evo lu t ion did not get 
tsetses to fly over the bush, as if they 
were helicopters . That w o u l d seem an 
excel lent w a y of f inding game—just l ike 
hot-air ba l loon ing in the Serengeti . 

T h e fly's second t r ick is to use its nose. 
L i k e all good predators, w h e n it smells a 
host it flies u p w i n d to look for it. This is 

the k i n d we might exper ience in t ry ing to 
locate a fr iend from w h o m we had got 
separated w h i l e o n a w a l k in a vast 
wood—and to do so wi thout shout ing. 

The tsetse has two tr icks up its sleeve 
to solve this c o n u n d r u m . T h e first is a 
neat piece of neura l e c o n o m y p rov ided 
for it by evo lu t ion . U n l i k e us, it is not 
impressed by the appearance of things. In 
our exper iments at S i l w o o d it shows little 
interest in the shape or co lour of 
potential targets; a l l that rea l ly turns it o n 
is the speed the targets m o v e at. 
Specifical ly, it is the targets' angular 
ve loc i ty past it w h i c h matters, and w h i c h 
the fly finds rea l ly at tract ive on ly 
be tween 2 and 5 ° s _ 1 . The c lever th ing 
about this is that it is precisely the speed 
one w o u l d expect any large vertebrates 
wi th in the fly's v isual range (say 10-30m) 
to move at as they b rowse through the 
bush. Faster speeds are l i k e l y to be on ly 

s imple enough to say, but the words hide 
a mult i tude of nav iga t iona l problems. 
H o w does the tsetse k n o w w h e r e the 
w i n d is c o m i n g from? H o w does it head 
upwind wh i l e flying? Does it, indeed, 
head u p w i n d at a l l , or does it do 
something else? It cer ta in ly does not 
a r r ive at a potent ia l mea l in a straight 
l ine, since e v e n though it flies at over 5 
m s _ 1 it takes minutes to find a host 
an ima l after first sme l l ing it. These are 
problems that interest me and m y 
colleagues v e r y much , and we are 
current ly pursu ing them—with a v ideo 
camera . 

What we do is to fly out to somewhere 
nice in Af r i ca w i t h good research 
facilities—such as a bar and s w i m m i n g 
pool—and then set up the cameras. 
Usual ly we suspend them f rom a k ind of 
sky-hook, so that they look d o w n at the 



SCIENCE P u z z l e d ? 
ground and, w i th luck, capture on tape 
shots of the tsetse flies that pass by 
underneath. Because tsetses are so smal l , 
however , we can on ly look at about 2 m 
by 3 m of bush at a t ime. A n d as the flies 
m o v e so fast (7 m s~' = 15 mph) we see 
on ly fleeting glimpses of their flight tracks 
as they respond to the art if icial host 
odours we have floated on the w i n d . It is 
a bit l ike t ry ing to w o r k out the rules of 
football by w a t c h i n g a v ideotape 
restr icted to close-up shots of the players. 

Things are beginning to emerge, 
however . T h e rules of the game we have 
identified so far are, first, that if y o u are 
a tsetse l o o k i n g for a whiff of host odour, 
y o u search d o w n w i n d . If y o u then chance 
to fly into a s t ream of air that smells 
appetising, rule two says that y o u should 
per form a U-turn to get back in. 

There are compl ica t ing rules about 
what to do w h e n y o u find an obvious 
large object as y o u fly th rough the bush. 
If it turns out to be an ima l , y o u may land 
and eat. If, however , as is more l ike ly , it 
turns out to be on ly a tree trunk, or some 
irrelevant structure stuck out there by an 
inquisi t ive entomologist , m o r e subtle sub-
rules about the d i rec t ion to fly away from 
it must be fo l lowed . A n n e x B should be 
consul ted if y o u meet a long the way 
another fly of the opposite sex, since for 
the sake of the future it is m o r e 
important to have it off w i t h them than 
to look for breakfast. 

W h i l e I freely admit that I find 
analys ing this game highly entertaining, it 
does actual ly have a prac t ica l purpose, 
too. In Z i m b a b w e they have spent years 
devis ing an env i ronmen ta l l y friendly 
system to con t ro l tsetse flies—to get 
round the al ternat ive, rather less 
env i ronmenta l ly fr iendly approach of 
k i l l ing them by blanket coverage of 
A f r i c a w i th insecticide sp rayed from 
aircraft. The Z i m b a b w e system is based 
on a 1 m 2 screen bai ted w i t h essence of 
ox and soaked in quick-act ing insecticide. 
This 'ar t i f icial c o w ' is ev ident ly 
irresistable to the flies and , scattered at 
500-m intervals throughout the bush, 
attracts and ki l ls all the loca l tsetse wi th in 
a few months (a vache fatale perhaps?). 

Our role in this w o r k appears at the 
subsequent deve lopment stages, w h e n it 
becomes useful to k n o w wha t aspects of 
art if icial odour streams attract tsetse, h o w 
the flies app roach the screens, and how 
they behave w h e n they get to them. O n l y 
w i th such knowledge is it l ike ly to be 
possible to opt imise the design to best 
attract flies a n d induce them to land 
f i rmly on the screens. 

Comple te the above figure so that all the l ines total 38. 

S C I E N C E 
• Can you write interesting and informative features 

on scientific matters that affect our everyday lives? 
• Are you interested in a particular branch or aspect 

of your course? 
• Are you doing some revolutionary research that will 

change our lives forever? 

If so, I want to hear from you. 

Come into the FELIX office any lunchtime and ask for 
Ian or dial 3515 internal. 
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S p o r t s 
Ladies Hockey 
T h e ladies 1st X I had a successful week 
w i n n i n g all three of their matches. 
Wednesday ' s game against Sussex was to 
be the make or break of the U A U for the 
team. It was v i t a l that they w o n to stand 
a chance of r each ing the next round . T h e 
game was v e r y equal and produced the 
best hockey p l ayed this t e rm. Lisa Preedy 
scored the w i n n i n g goal w i t h i n the first 
ten minutes of the match by tak ing it 
f rom before the halfway l ine . IC defence 
was s t rong w h i l e the forwards had 
severa l more shots at goal a n d were 
u n l u c k y not to score again. 

T h e match o n Saturday was a 
Midd lesex league match against O l d 
Kings tonians I. Imperial we re s low to get 
into the game and d id not p lay to their 
true abi l i ty . H o w e v e r , after the first 15 
minutes, IC began to con t ro l the ma tch 
and this was secured by K a r e n Y o u n g ' s 
goal . T h e second goal was scored from a 
short corner w i th an exce l len t strike by 
Jane B u n c h . F ina l score.: 2-0 to Imperial . 

F ina l ly o n Sunday , IC p l a y e d the first 
r o u n d of the U L Cup . W i t h o u t the usual 
1st X I team, IC managed to w i n by 3-0. 
The score does not reflect the game as 
R o y a l Free I w e r e strong opposi t ion and 
had numerous shots at goa l . 
Congratula t ions must go to the IC goalie, 
A l i s o n F r a n k l i n , for not let t ing in a goal 
all week. 

Football 
IC IV-3 Goldsmith's III - 1 

A s the ma tch got unde rway , the c o c k y 
opposi t ion were s tunned in to si lence. IC 
immedia te ly gained the ini t ia t ive, and 
deservedly took the lead 5 minutes later 
w h e n J o h n Mot tashed sco red w i t h a 
c rack ing 30 y a r d shot. IC p i l ed on the 
pressure and, w i t h p robab ly the best 
passing m o v e of the day, K e v M c C a n n set 
up a s imple tap in for John ' s second. 

After the teams changed ends, K e v 
should have wrapped things up. Instead 
he performed one of rugby's better 
conver ted k icks from w h i c h the 
opposi t ion pul led back a scrappy goal and 
pushed for the equal iser . Th ings began to 
look ominous a n d w i t h ten minutes 
remain ing , their centre-forward b roke 
through squeezing the ba l l , past IC's 
s tranded keeper , towards the goal . T h e 
worst seemed inevi table unt i l D a m o n 
Thomas accompl i shed an astonishing slide 
to scoop the bal l off the l ine . 

Encouraged by this, IC pressed fo rward 
and G a r y M a h o n e y cur l ed i n a beautiful 
free k ick to finish off a br i l l iant a l l - round 
team performance. 

Hang Gliding 
Congratula t ions to Cather ine and S imon 
for ob ta in ing their F l s . 

A n y o n e w i sh ing to learn to hang-glide 
or paraglide be tween D e c e m b e r 15-22 in 
the Isle of W i g h t , should g ive their names 
to Y a s m i n as soon as possible. A £ 3 0 
deposit w i l l be required. 

The re w i l l be a chance to t ry other 
sports such as surfing, sa i l ing and 
mounta in b i k i n g . 

T h e universi t ies are p r o v i d e d w i t h a 
special win te r rate of £ 1 3 5 (of w h i c h 30% 
w i l l be subsidised) for a 5-day course. The 
course takes y o u to E P C l e v e l in both 
sports and is open ended for a year . 
Insurance is cur ren t ly £ 1 5 for three 
months parag l id ing or £ 2 5 hang gl iding. 

A c c o m m o d a t i o n (everything inclusive) 
w i l l range be tween £ 2 0 a n d £ 4 0 for the 
week. 

If y o u w i s h to learn more , jo in us on 
Fr idays at 12.30pm in Southside Upper 
Lounge . A l t e r n a t i v e l y contact Y a s m i n 
Saudi P / H in Maths . 

Wu-Shu-Kwan 

M a r k H o w s e r Maths III became the W u -
Shu-Kwan Br i t i sh K i c k b o x i n g C h a m p i o n 
o n Sunday Oc tober 28, compe t ing in the 
six mon th ly W u - S h u - K w a n tournament in 
Surbi ton Surrey . 

His first fight p r o v e d his toughest, be ing 
k n o c k e d d o w n in the first round. A l l o w e d 
to cont inue M a r k recovered superbly and 
half-way th rough the second round his 
opponent d ra ined and, unable to 
continue, sur rendered to a technica l 
knockout . 

Next came the semi-final and a d raw 
against the re ign ing c h a m p i o n Dave 
F i n c h . The fight was fast a n d furious 
result ing wi th F i n c h flat on the canvas 
inside the first round and M a r k a place in 
the final. 

A t the end of the long tournament it 
was t ime for the finals and M a r k entered 
the r ing full of confidence. Af ter on ly 90 
seconds of the first round, a n d fo l lowing 
a ruthlessly powerful assault by Mark , his 
opponent was flat on his face. 

This left M a r k the first ever champion , 
in any weight d iv is ion , to come from 
Imperial Col lege and all of the club looks 
forward to seeing h im defend his title in 
six months t ime. 

Swimming 
O n Fr iday N o v e m b e r 2 a sponsored swim, 
in a id of the Nat iona l A s t h m a Campaign , 
took place at Imperial Col lege S w i m m i n g 
Poo l . A l t h o u g h the turn-out was a little 
d isappoint ing, especial ly amongst club 
members , the event was a success w i th 
over £ 7 5 0 be ing raised. 

M a n y thanks to those w h o pledged 
money , and to those w h o eventual ly took 
part. W e hope to have the m o n e y 
col lected, and passed on , soon so if 
eve ryone 'pays up' qu ick ly it w o u l d be a 
great help. 

Cross Country 
It was wi th some t repidat ion that the 
no rma l ly confident, blase, x-country team 
a r r ived at Gui ld ford , scene of the second 
installment of the soap opera that is the 
L o n d o n Col leges League. Not only d id the 
course have a reputat ion of severely co ld 
death, but some splendidly erratic 
minibus d r i v i n g had reduced several of 
the team into nervous wrecks w e l l before 
the starting gun had been fired. W i t h 
several first-team stalwarts myster iously 
missing, the opposi t ion m a y have sensed 
a whiff of a possible upset. H o w e v e r , 
w i th in the first mi le , Paul Nor th rop had 
posed a quest ion no one in the 130 
strong field cou ld answer. Despite 
c l a iming to have had a b a d run, he was 
never headed and charged away to his 
second w i n . F r a n k Dudbr idge and A l e x 
Gaske l l enjoyed a d ing-dong encounter 
beh ind h im, their personal battle 
eventual ly t ak ing its tol l as they were 
passed in the later stages. League veteran 
F rank staggered in 7th, w i th the younger 
A l e x p lodd ing h o m e 8th. B i l l Skailes, 
wea r ing a suspiciously new t-shirt, 
managed 29th, and Laurence Fowkes , 
minus his appendix , 38th; a good 
performance since rac ing is all about 
guts. T h e c o m b i n e d points enabled IC to 
head the League at this race, and thus 
extend its savage overa l l lead. 

T h e women ' s team were placed fourth 
overa l l , after Edwige Pi te l , in an 
inexpl icab le fit of keenness, overshot the 
finish by 200 metres and lost 12 places 
before col lec t ing her disc. This enabled 
He len Mac in tosh to nip in and c la im 13th, 
Edwige w i n d i n g up i "th, K e r i Warden -
O w e n 28th and Sonya L e g g 31st. A death 
of attitude restr icted the second men's 
team to just three runners and thus the 
early f lounder ing of their p romot ion 
campaign; however Dave Budgett 's 64th 
place gave h i m enough points to 
encroach onto the individual ' s leader 
board. 
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C l u b s 
Football 
IC II-2 QMW II-O 
Four players and the kit dec ided to visi t 
the L o r d M a y o r ' s parade o n the w a y to 
the game. T h e remainder , the Magnif icent 
Seven, a r r i v e d on time a n d wai ted for the 
others.. . ,and waited. . . ,and wai ted . 
Even tua l ly w i t h on ly the m i n i m u m t ime 
a l lowed to p lay left, and the referee 
refusing to referee the Magnif icent Seven 
in their underpants and boots, the cava l ry 
a r r ived . Q M W rather spor t ingly agreed to 
play and then rather spor t ingly lost. A t a 
hectic pace IC fitted 90 minutes into 70 
and domina ted . Goals from A Jolan and 
D Cook earned IC the points. The on ly 
questions r e m a i n i n g were ' how qu ick ly 
w o u l d the capta in recover from his 
nervous b reakdown? ' and 'how m u c h 
w o u l d the league fine IC?'. 

Badminton 
Results 

IC Badmin ton r e m a i n unbeaten in the 
U A U Championsh ips , w i t h Sur rey 
Univers i ty as the final hurdle to qual i fying 
into the next r o u n d as group winners . 
Congratula t ions to IC ladies for w i n n i n g 
their ma tch despite not be ing able to find 
another two players for a full team. 

IC lsts we re rare ly in any trouble 
a l though Bhara t had difficulties w i t h his 
opponent 's con t rovers ia l f l ick serve. IC 
2nds were a ided by M a r k Franc is and 
D a v e Hat ton w i n n i n g a l l their games. T K 
Lee and Punit K h o r e , w i th two games 
and the match under their belt, gave 
a w a y the final to t ry out the refectory's 
chips and beans! 

Conservative 
After the success of our October 
speakers, C e c i l P a r k i n s o n a n d E d w i n a 
Curr ie , our N o v e m b e r speakers may be 
less famous, but still are discussing 
subjects w h i c h are impor tant to us a l l . 

Shou ld the House of C o m m o n s be 
abol ished in favour of a European 
Par l iament? 

C o m e and hear K e n n e t h W a r r e n M P , 
discussing what Par l iament and its 
commit tees ac tual ly do. 

K e n n e t h W a r r e n is the on ly char tered 
engineer i n the House of C o m m o n s a n d 
F e l l o w of the R o y a l A e r o n a u t i c a l Society 

Huxley Soc 
In ce lebrat ion of the official l aunch of the 
society and the acceptance of Miros lav 
Ho lub , in ternat ional poet a n d scientist, as 
our first President we are hav ing a 
cheese and w i n e party on Wednesday 
N o v e m b e r 21 at 1.15pm. If y o u want to 
join the most exc i t ing society in Col lege 
come a long, sign our pro-blasphemy 
declara t ion a n d help us to raise m o n e y 
for a resident poet at the College. Get 
i n v o l v e d w i t h an ant i -bul ly ing campaign 
in our schools . Celebrate w i t h other 
Humanists , Athies ts and Agnos t ics the 
values and crea t iv i ty to be found in 
science and ourselves. 

W e have a books ta l l e v e r y Fr iday 
luncht ime in the J C R and regular 
discussions in the Clubs Commi t t ee R o o m 
every Wednesday at 1.15pm. 

Our s logan is 'The sleep of reason 
brings forth monsters ' . 

ICSF 
ICSF are happy to announce the start of 
our v ideo l ib ra ry . Des igned to fill the 
gaps other v ideo col lect ions do not fi l l , to 
bo ld ly lend v ideos where no videos have 
been lent before.... 

V ideos can be b o r r o w e d from the ICSF 
L i b r a r y any w e e k d a y luncht ime. Jo in ing 
the v ideo l ib ra ry is s imple. B r i n g a long 
yourself, U n i o n card , passport photo and 
£ 1 0 . 2 0 . The £ 1 0 is a deposit w h i c h w i l l 
be re turned if y o u b r ing all our videos 
back. The 20p a l lows us to seal your ca rd 
in plastic. T h e first night is free of charge, 
but after that we charge £ 1 . 5 0 a night. 

C o m e d o w n to the l ib ra ry for more 
details. 

a m o n g others and he is also cha i rman of 
the Select Commi t t ee on Trade and 
Industry. H e w i l l be speak ing on 
N o v e m b e r 15 at 1pm in M e c h E n g 213. 

Stefan T e r l e z k i is the Br i t i sh M e m b e r of 
the European Commit tee for the 
Preven t ion of Tor ture , w h i c h invo lves 
inspect ing state institutions throughout 
Wes te rn Europe . 

H e w i l l be speak ing on N o v e m b e r 27 at 
l p m in M e c h E n g 213. H e w i l l be 
discussing H u m a n Rights, and aspects of 
his life f rom his b i r th in Ukra ine , 
enslavement by the Nazis , and his 
desert ion from the Soviet A r m y a r r iv ing 
in Br i t a in in 1948. 

OSC 
Vandalism 
A serious and distressing act of vanda l i sm 
was carr ied out last week in Col lege 
targetted at posters of the Fr iends of 
Palestine Society . In total 31 posters were 
wil l ful ly and discr iminate ly r emoved , ten 
from the J C R and 21 from the w a l k w a y . 
The posters publ ic ised a lecture that was 
to take place on Thursday N o v e m b e r 1. 
The posters we re put up o n M o n d a y 
N o v e m b e r 29 between 1.00 and 2 .00pm. 
T h e Chief Secur i ty Officer (Mr Reeves), 
and his assistant (Mr Bri ley) , repor ted that 
noth ing was missing at a round 5.00pm. 
The next morn ing , the posters were gone. 
The matter was taken up by the U n i o n , 
and the incident was reported to the 
Rector , Sir E r i c A s h . T h e U n i o n exp l a ined 
that if the perpetrator was caught, severe 
d isc ip l inary ac t ion could be taken against 
h im , ranging from a fine, up to referr ing 
h im to the Col lege d isc ip l inary commit tee , 
w h o have the power to suspend or expe l . 

T h e Overseas Student C o m m i t t e e 
C h a i r m a n , A n d r e a s Massourous, has stood 
up in condemna t ion of the vanda l i sm and 
w i l l pursue the matter personal ly . 
Discr iminate acts of vanda l i sm on this 
scale are ex t r eme ly rare at Imper ia l , but 
it is sti l l w o r r y i n g that they should 
happen at a l l . If y o u see anyone 
suspiciously r e m o v i n g posters, or wr i t i ng 
comments on them, y o u must 
immedia te ly report it to the securi ty 
office in the Sherfield B u i l d i n g . 

ULU Lesbian 
and Gay 
Due to unforeseen c i rcumstances the 
art icle in last week ' s F E L I X was two 
weeks o ld . Chr i s Smi th M P ta lked to us 
on N o v e m b e r 1 and was w e l l rece ived. 
O n November 8 we had a socia l even ing 
w h i c h was successful. 

Next Thursday (November 22) D o n 
Mi l l i gan , co lumnis t for Rouge and Living 
Marxism, w i l l be en l ightening us on the 
role of lesbians and gays in the 
Revo lu t i ona ry Communis t Party. A l l are 
w e l c o m e whe the r lesbian, gay, b isexual , 
T V , t ranssexual or heterosexual to a l l 
meetings. 

F o r t h c o m i n g events inc lude the 
Chr is tmas disco and a s h o w i n g of My 
Beautiful Laundrette. Y o u c a n contact the 
commit tee t h rough the society p igeonhole 
at U L U , Male t Street W C 1 or v i a the 
Geo logy Depar tment ma i l rack (Royal 
Schoo l of Mines , second floor) to me, 
Stuart Joce lyne (Mining G e o l 2), 
Treasurer . 
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LETTERS 

Baa 
Dear Chris, 

Since y o u refuse to publ i sh m y response 
to K o n r a d Pagenstert 's personal and 
v ic ious attack on me, I a m wr i t i ng to 
inform m y fel low students of another 
impor tant issue. 

I, l ike many of m y fel low patriot ic 
coun t rymen went to the Ceno taph last 
Sunday, in order to honour our b rave 
wa r heroes and pay respect to those w h o 
never returned. It was an ex t r eme ly 
m o v i n g and glor ious occass ion. 

The re was h o w e v e r one th ing missing, 
or should I say person. P r ince Charles 
that is. A n d w h e r e was he? In Japan, for 
the enthronement of the n e w Emperor . 

M y op in ion of the R o y a l F a m i l y was 
damaged, w h e n Pr ince Ph i l l i p went to 
Hirohi to ' s funeral to p a y respect. Respect? 
That nasty little Nip deserved N O respect. 
He was the head of a coun t ry that 
slaughtered, s ta rved and bu tchered a l l ied 
soldiers. Pr ince Phi l l ip should have said 
' G o o d Riddance ' , instead of b o w i n g his 
head. 

N o w w e have Char les—like father l ike 
son 1 suppose. Charles , w h o refused to go 
to the Battle of Br i ta in c e r e m o n y earlier 
this year because of his b a d a rm. I hope 
he felt guil ty w h e n he saw brave war 
heroes m a r c h i n g o n ce remony , one of 
w h o m had lost an a r m . T h e y didn't 
bugger off w h e n their coun t ry needed 
t hem at 'Our finest hour ' . 

B y Char les ' act ions at the weekend , he 

What 's O n 
A N UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS 
IN AND A R O U N D IMPERIAL COLLEGE 

FRIDAY 
Hang Gliding 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Come and find out 
about weekend training. Weekly meeting. 
Yacht Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Huxley 413. 
Consoc Meeting 12.30pm 
Mech Eng 703. 
Rag Meeting 12.40pm 
Union Lounge. 
Friday Prayers 1.00pm 
Southside Gym. See Islamic Society. 
Kung Fu 4.30pm 
Union Gym. 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 5.00pm 
413 Maths. 
Christian Union Meeting 6.00pm 
308 Computing. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Fencing Club Training 6.40pm 
Club training. 

has for me, recognised m y worst fears. 
H e obvious ly prefers the c o m p a n y of 
plants and trees to Br i t i sh people. H e w i l l 
g ive up his t ime to make a v ideo in order 
to stop a few acres of ra in forest f rom 
being felled, but w h e n it comes to 
honour ing Br i t i sh wa r heroes he refuses. 

Pr ince Char les ' actions are at the ve ry 
least insensit ive a n d insul t ing, and at the 
worst close to t reachery. I cannot express 
m y disgust at his actions so I w i l l quote 
from the c h a i r m a n of the w a r vets 
association. H e said 'Let's hope that 
Charles and D i don't get the same 
w e l c o m e as w e a n d m y col leagues d id . 
That is s tarvat ion, beatings and 
beheadings' . 

Char l ie boy prefers to spend 
remembrance day in a coun t ry that 
butchered our lads and was (some might 
say sti l l is) our enemy. A coun t ry w h o 
just last week slaughtered a few 1,000 
dolphins and then said that they just 
happened to c o m m i t mass suicide on a 
handy Nippon beach, where they were 
hacked to pieces of profit. Y e s , of course 
they d id . Just as the w a r heroes of our 
great coun t ry vo lun tee red to bui ld 
bridges and had a wonder fu l t ime in their 
brutal P o W camps. 

A n d if y o u bel ieve that, y o u ' l l bel ieve 
that K o n r a d Pagenstern talks a lot of 
sense. 

Yours, 
Alan Bailey, Chem 2. 

Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and join in. 
Southside Disco £.30pm 
Southside Bar. 

SATURDAY 
Boat Club 9.00pm 
Putney Boathouse 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in Southside Gym. 
SCAB Night S.OOpm 
Union Concert Hall. 

SUNDAY 
Sunday Service 10.00am 
Anteroom Sherfield Building. See West London 
Chaplaincy. 
Catholic Chaplaincy Mass 11.00am 
53 Cromwell Road. 
Wargames 1.00pm 
UDH. A l l welcome. 
Yoga 3.00pm 
Southside Gym. 

Baal 
Dear FELIX, 

The nationalist gove rnmen t of C h i n a 
never at tempted to introduce democracy . 
It was responsible for severa l b loody 
massacres. Before W o r l d W a r II it openly 
mode l l ed itself o n Fascism, people w h o 
oppose the current regime on l iber tar ian 
grounds need have no sympa thy w i t h the 
nationalists. 

The cul tura l revolu t ion was supposed to 
move power away from the bureaucrats 
and party elite, to o rd ina ry people where 
it be longed. Unfor tunate ly M a o was afraid 
to let it get 'out of control ' . H e thought 
that democracy had to be ba lanced by 
strong leadership. He suppressed people's 
gr ievances against those elements of the 
party and the state that we re the real 
enemies of the people, because of the 
supposed need for 'unity ' . 

There is no reason to be l ieve that 
worke r s ' and peasants' self-organisation 
could not have dispensed w i t h the state 
altogether, a n d prevented the 
transformation into capi ta l i sm that has 
been brutal ly forced on the Chinese 
people since Mao 's death. 

B y g iv ing some people p o w e r over 
others, the state creates the oppor tuni ty 
for personal co r rup t ion . T h e state, low 
wages and h igh prices are necessary to 
create the profits that capi ta l ism (the 
exploi ta t ion of people by a parasitic 
ru l ing elite) demands. But capital ism is 
not necessary. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jason Pike. 

Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in the Union Gym. 
Catholic Mass 6.00pm 
53 Cromwell Road, followed by supper. 
Boat Club 9.00pm 
Putney Boathouse. 

MONDAY 
RockSoc Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. A l l abnormalities 
welcome. 
Basketball Club 5.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Men's Team. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Rock 'n' Roll Lessons 6.00pm 
JCR. Intermediate. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome. 
Rock n Roll 7.00pm 
JCR. Beginners 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and try one of the 
most physically demanding sports. 

16 



Wear 5iA 

LETTERS 

B a a s 
Dear Chris, 

In Ireland, the belief is st i l l w ide ly held 
that the most fundamental h u m a n right is 
the right to life, whether the human in 
quest ion be b o r n or unborn , un l ike in 
ma in land Br i t a in where the monetarist 
ph i losophy is so deeply en t renched that 
an unplanned ch i ld is seen as noth ing 
more than an impediment to one's career 
or qual i ty of life and for w h i c h there is a 

Get your 
DOG'S 

BOLLOCKS 
and your 

SPUNKY PARTS 
at IC Bookstore 

NOW!! 
Many other comic 

annuals available too!! 

Ideal Christmas 
presents for Grandma! 

convenient and final solut ion freely 
avai lable . 

If the si tuat ion in Ireland is oppressive 
now, it won' t be for m u c h longer. The 
elect ion of M a r y Robinson as President 
w i l l mean big improvements in Irish 
W o m e n ' s rights in the next few years. If 
any campa ign ing is requi red , it must be 
to help r e m o v e the need for abor t ion, by 
i m p r o v e d fami ly p lann ing services and 
better welfare prov is ion for the family. 
A b o r t i o n is an easy w a y of mask ing 
inadequacies i n these areas, hence the 
support g iven to this opt ion by successive 
governments a n d the ever compl ian t 
media , w h i c h has succeeded in dictat ing 
publ ic op in ion into acceptance of this 
m e t h o d of b rush ing these p rob lems under 
the carpet. W o m e n ' s rights must be 
improved , but this can be achieved 
without abandoning the most fundamental 
human right. 

I w o u l d urge anyone in tending to 
support the Irish students to first seriously 
consider their mot ives for do ing so, and 
above all I hope that IC U n i o n remains 
detached from both sides of the debate. 
This should be a matter for individuals to 
decide their o w n posi t ion, if IC U n i o n 
adopts a stance it w i l l be gui l ty of the 
excesses that disaffiliation from the N U S 
was to avo id . 

Yours, 
Rob Crompton, Elec Eng 2. 
President, ICU Pro-Life. 

B a a s 
Dear Sir, 

First, m y replies. C o m m u n i c a t i o n in 
wr i t ing assumes the correct use of 
vocabulary , Sa leem Choudhe ry . If I were 
to say that bananas are blue , it might be 
due to a careless vocabu la ry , or it might 
be because I honestly be l i eved it to be 
true. M r A m i n El -Choly stated that the 
idea of pun ish ing Iraq (I assume this is 
the pol i t ical statement he refers to) w o u l d 
offend the hostages and Kuwai t i s . A s a 
Br i ton , I sympathise w i t h the hostages 
he ld i n K u w a i t a n d their relat ives. But I 
can honestly say that if I o r m y family 
were held hostage, 1 w o u l d not give into 
such te r ror i sm because it grants a l icence 
to anyone to t ry it. Sure ly it's obvious 
that one cannot give in to terrorism? N o w 
let's turn to those other hostages; the 
Kuwai t i s . W e hear on the news of the 
dai ly k i l l i ng of Kuwai t i s w h i c h has been 
go ing on n o w for almost three months. 
A t a rate of one per day, that's 84 dead, 
and I bet one per day is sub l imely 
optimist ic . A s long as the rest of the 
w o r l d a l lows Iraq to stay in Kuwai t , 
Kuwai t i s w i l l die. Lots of them. Wha t 
A m i n E l - C h o l y and Saleem Choudhe ry are 
perhaps suggesting, is that we should 
a l low the Kuwai t i s to die in order to free 
the Bri tons. Perhaps y o u are whi te racists 
yourselves . 

A s to the t r iv i a l discussion of 'A thena ' 
as a pseudonym ( A m i n E l -Cho ly , issue 
882). A t h e n a was the daughter of Zeus 

continued 

Latin American 8.00pm 
JCR. Beginners/Improvers 

TUESDAY 
C . U . Prayer Meeting 8.30pm 
Chaplain's Office 
Riding Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Radio Modellers 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Cathsoc Mass 12.30pm 
Mech Eng 702. Followed by lunch. 
Sailing Club 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Enviro Soc Lecture 12.45pm 
Mech Eng 213. 
ICSF Meeting 12.45pm 
Library Dr Who Video. Android Invasion 1&2. 
Radio Modellers 5.30pm 
Student training workshop, Mech Eng. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Amenesty International 5.30pm 
Clubs Committee Room. Weekly meeting. 
Canoe Club 6.00pm 
IC Pool or Southside Upper Lounge at 8.30-ish. 

Wine Tasting Soc 6.00pm 
Union Lounge. Weekly meeting. 
Social Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. Beginners. 
Huxley Society Meeting 6.30pm 
JCR. £2.00. Visit the National Poets Society. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Latin American 7.00pm 
JCR. Bronze Medal Class. 
Yoga 8.00pm 
Southside Gym. 

WEDNESDAY 
Keep Fit 12.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Cycling Training 1.00pm 
Meet at Beit Arch . 
Wargames 1,00pm 
UDH. A l l welcome. 
Huxley Society 1.15pm 
Clubs Committee Rom, 2nd Floor, Beit. Cheese 
& Wine. 
Micro Club Meeting 1.15pm 
Top floor NW corner Union Building. Every 
week. 

Kung Fu 1.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Rowing Club 2.00pm 
Putney Boathouse. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Basketball Club 7.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Women's Team 
Kung Fu Club 7.30pm 
Union Gym. Wu Shu Kwan. 

THURSDAY 
Fencing Training 11.30am 
Intermediate & advanced coaching. 
Balloon Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
YHA Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Postgrad Lunch 12.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Princes Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Fencing Training 12.30pm 
Beginners Training. 
Third World First 12.45pm 
Southside Corner Lounge. Everyone welcome. 
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Wear Sir 

Baba 
LETTERS 

skap 
and Ar temis (the Goddess of Prudence) 
and was first the Goddess of W a r and 
Prowess in Combat . M y first letter calls 
for war . A t h e n a also pro tec ted A thens 
(shock) from invasion, just as the U N 
should have protected K u w a i t , and by 
act ion now, ensure the protec t ion of 
other states. A t h e n a a rmed and t ra ined 
m a n y heroes, i nc lud ing Jason, Perseus 
a n d Heracles ; minor i t ies against 
o v e r w h e l m i n g aggressors. Later A t h e n a 
becomes the Goddess of W i s d o m ( she is, 
in Italian and R o m a n m y t h o l o g y k n o w n 
as M i n e r v a , embod imen t of W i s d o m and 
Power) , and indeed I a m n o w hav ing to 
exp la in myself and m y reasoning. I think, 
Sir, that A t h e n a is quite an apt name. 

Yours Athena 

BEAN'S 
CLUB 
RUN 

6.30 for 7.00pm 
at Holbein House 
Monday 19th Nov 

ICSF Meeting.... 12.45pm 
Library. Dr Who Video. 
Fencing Training 1.30pm 
General. 
Gliding Club Meeting 1.00pm 
Aero 266. Come and arrange a trial flight. A l l 
newcomers welcome. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym 
Midweek Service 5.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Prince's Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Social Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. Intermediate. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Huxley Society Meeting 7.00pm 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, Holborn. Talk 
and discussion. 
Social Ballroom 7.00pm 
JCR. Beginners. 
Latin American 8.00pm 
JCR. Gold medal class. 
Southside Disco 8.30pm 
Southside Bar. 
ICCAG Soup Run 9.15pm 
Meet Weeks Hall Basement to take food to 

Dear Chris, 
Do y o u l ike our amaz ing ly large 

g lowing Rag W e e k posters? Some people 
obvious ly do. These cost a round £ 1 . 4 0 
each and are the sole publ ic i ty source for 
the who le of Rag Week . So, w h i c h e v e r 
mindless idiots are stealing them, they 
are stealing £ 1 . 4 0 from char i ty and 
cutt ing the amount of publ ic i ty avai lable . 

There are o n l y three reasons to steal 
the posters: 

Firs t ly , the h u m p i n g elephants are nice. 
H o w e v e r they are avai lable on beer 
glasses, or a trip d o w n to L o n d o n Zoo 
cou ld cure the elephant fetish. Secondly , 
cer tain people are too short sighted to 

Dear Mr Nice Editor, 
Some of m y c h u m m y first year physics 

friends and I we re perusing your 
cha rming publ ica t ion , on ly to be baffled 
by a per turbing bewi lderment . The 
aforesaid en igma , namely the abstract use 
of the ini t ial letter of the R o m a n 

London's homeless. 

ANNOUNCMENTS 
• BANDS BANDS B A N D S - A n y band wishing 
to play Linstead Hall on December 8th. 
Contact Paul Sweeney via Linstead 
pigeonholes. Terms negotiable. 
• CENTRAL Libraries Booksale in Lyon 
Playfair Foyer, Wednesday 14 November, 9.30 
onwards. Books 20p/50p. After 1pm any 5 for 
SI . 
• F O O T B A L L CHALLENGE.. .Chem Eng Dept 
challenge any other department to a game of 
football. Contact Dave Millard, Chem Eng 3. 
• COME & SEE Ken Warren MP talk live on 
Thursday 15 Nov at 1pm. Mech Eng 213. 

FOR SALE 
• ONE COMPLETELY and utterly new Yonex 
Aerotus 80 Badminton Raquet for sale. £60 
without strings £65 with strings. Contact Jin 
Yee Lim, Chem Eng 2. 071-386 7179. 
• MG MAESTRO 1.6, 1983, 5 speed. One 
owner, stereo, sunroof. £1,300 phone Karen 
Woodhouse on ext 6919. 

make do w i t h the t imetable in last week's 
F E L I X and requi re an A l vers ion (very 
pocket sized!). F ina l ly , someone has a 
b roken study l amp, so a g l o w i n g poster 
makes an inexpens ive substitute. 

So, if people want to steal posters, then 
wait unt i l N o v e m b e r 26, or pay £ 1 . 5 0 to 
Rag. A l s o if y o u see a n y b o d y w i t h 
bu lg ing pockets and a strange g low, a 
rather strange sun-tan or v e r y bloodshot 
eyes, report t hem to Rag for the brand 
n e w totally free 
'Bludgeon-wit h-a-rag-can-o-gram'. 

Cheers, 
Steve, (Happy) IC Rag Chairman. 

alphabet, seems far above our plane of 
quantum analysis. W e w o u l d be suitably 
gratified if y o u w o u l d be so k i n d as to 
inform us of the objective beh ind this 
quandary . 

A.Lemur 
Madagascar. 

• FRIDGE: 20 x 19 x 48 inches. £40 ono. 
Contact Monica Sexton, 354 Sherfield ext 3044. 

LOST 
• B L A C K Parker 58J Fountain Pen. Last seen 
Comment Day. Sentimental value. Phone 
Daren on 6988 internal. 

PERSONAL 
• W E E K S H A L L / I C Firsts 7 (seven)-O. 
• W A N T E D anyone with £2.50 and a wish to 
re-experience the fun parts of childhood. Come 
to SCABnite, 8pm Saturday in Union Concert 
Hall. 
• FEELING tired, listless, don't know what to 
spend your last £2.50 on then come to 
SCABnite for 3'/2 hours on Saturday 17th 
November. 
• W A N T E D : Good homes for Russian Hamsters 
as pets only. If you're interested, please contact 
Zoe Hellinger, DoC 3 or via SCAB pigeonholes. 

• IT'S N O T a hamster M a n u e l , it's a R A T . 
It's not a rat M r Fawl ty , it's a rare 
Siber ian Hamster . 
• H O S T S wan ted for Guilds C o c k t a i l 
Party. Sign up i n C & G U Office. 

Babacoote 

Let te rs to the E d i t o r a re i n c l u d e d w h e n e v e r poss ib l e . T h e o n l y reasons for 
not p u b l i s h i n g let ters a r e l a c k of space , e x t r e m e o b s c e n i t y o r l i k e l i h o o d 
of a se r ious l a w suit. T h e y a re not cut or ed i t ed unless p r i o r consu l t a t i on 
has b e e n g a i n e d . P lease note the a b o v e , M r B a i l e y . 
P.S. A t h e n a y o u r art icle w i l l be used nex t w e e k hopeful ly , also see Manager ' s 
bit . 
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Manager's Bit n 
I W i n 
F o l l o w i n g the chal lenge by our glorious 
President I have indeed found out the 
truth and substance of his actions at the 
U K C O S A Conference ( F E L I X 882). M y 
spies have been hard at w o r k and 
d o n e m y research. 

A p p r o p r i a t e l y p laced on the U n i o n page 
overleaf, I have wri t ten an in formal 
appraisal of his deeds. A l t h o u g h not a 
gloat ing exposee of sex and drug orgies 1 
do feel that it acts as a ve ry nice 
character profile. 

There is one bit that 1 missed out due 
to late a r r iva l of informat ion , so 1 shal l 
add it here. A t the end of the story 1 
finish w i t h Shan's slip of l eav ing beh ind 
his U G M report etc in Leeds. O n 
Wednesday night he w o r k e d long and 
hard to reproduce what he had 
prev ious ly prepared , for the Thursday 
meet ing. O n l y after the meet ing had 
taken place d id poor o ld Shan find the 
miss ing report in the back pocket of his 
jeans! I must just say that it w i l l nice to 
have someone v a c u u m i n g the office floors 
for once, aye Shan. 
More Spies 
T a l k i n g of spies, the interest in Athena ' s 
true identi ty seems to be hott ing up. This 
is at least so in the office as 1 have been 
cont inual ly bombarded w i t h questions 
asking w h o they real ly are. Unfor tunately 
for the curious I a m not about to reveal 
their identi ty. 

H o w e v e r , this hasn't s topped those wi th 
lust for knowledge . T h e y have a l ready 
dec iphered the fact that the wri ter owns 
oroperates an A r c h i m e d e s computer , l ikes 
the font H o m e r t o n M e d i u m , and pr in ted 
out his draft copy on Wednesday 
luncht ime. T h e text was transferred onto 
a 5.25" disc v i a a 1.2 Megaby te mach ine 
and p robab ly pr in ted o n a post script 
printer. He is a dedicated typist and 
a l though A t h e n a has not wr i t t en in by 
hand as yet he labeled his disc by hand 
and the graphologists are at w o r k . B y the 

.GETS LMD 
f f l l X . NOW R 

NORMAL (0, I 
L00K1N& 
PEOPLE, 
HE ST 

X KIIL1N6J 
Hi&H TIME" 

TSlNGr. 
fO SOOTHSJDE 

KlY LOCATES A 
WOMAN, AND gE&INS 

w a y typo's are abundant and his spel l ing 
is worse than mine . 
Photocopier Troubles 
A s ever we are plagued b y a cursed 
photocopier mach ine . A n engineer 
arrives, the current p r o b l e m disappears 
and as soon as he goes, a new, more 
deadly p rob lem arises. 

A d d to this the hassle of the rental 
c o m p a n y going bust and y o u have a 
wonderful ly tangled mess. It's more l ike a 
ramble th rough the jungle than a nice 
day in the office dear. It w o u l d be nice to 
th ink that the beast w i l l be up and 
runn ing later today, but w h o knows . 
Disturbing 
W e rece ived a letter at the office a 
couple of days ago conce rn ing the 24 
hour col lec t ion for Mencap . This event 
happened a couple of weeks ago and 
featured some of the more expe r i enced 
rag teams from around the country . 
Cardiff Rag , w h o wrote the letter, in 
par t icular had a n impressive turn out and 
col lec ted for the who le of the 24 hour 
pe r iod in m a n y successful places. 

T h e letter describes var ious problems 
that occured wh i l e w o r k i n g wi th the I C U 
Rag team w h o hosted the event. A t this 
point in t ime we have not yet had t ime 
to p roper ly analyse the facts from al l 
sides and wi thout this any speculat ion is 
pointless. H o w e v e r , if stories of missing 
col lec t ing cans are va l i d then somebody, 
somewhere has got to start w o r r y i n g . 
E v e n if the miss ing money s imply turns 
up o n another student union's char i ty 
total it still a l lows suspicion and doubt to 
rear its ugly head. Not a si tuation that 
reflects a whi t e r than whi te image. 
Deadlines 
Unless y o u lot out there keep to the 
deadlines y o u won ' t get any th ing in Fe l ix . 
R e m e m b e r - Clubs.Sports a n d Feature 
articles: M o n d a y L u n c h - Letters, Smal l 
A d s and What 's O n : Tuesday L u n c h -
News (including sports results): 
Thursday. . . somet ime! 
Staff Meeting 

" WE, THE PUBLISHERS OF" THIS 
CARTOON STRIP WOULD LIKE TO 
APOLOGISE FOR THIS INTERUPTI 
-ON I N THIS. W E E K S 5T0RY: 

THE" STRIP HAS BE^N WITHDR­
AWN DUE" TO ITS WILD ANP 
IMMORAL LACK OF REALISM. 
ENTITLEV "FELIX &ETS LAID ATIC!' 
IT PORTRAYEP A 5UCESSF0L 
ATTEMPT BY THE AFOREMENTIONED 
CAT AT CHATTING- UP A WOMAN IN 
SOUTHSIDE BAR. WHILE WE HAVE 
HAD NO COMPLAINTS WITH THE 
PREVIOUS LEVELS, OF REALISM 
PORfRAYFP f N T H l S STRIP, A N P 
WE REALISE THAT THE CAT IN 
QUESTION NO LONfrER RESEMBLES 

There w i l l be a staff meet ing today at 1 
o 'c lock in the office to discuss the issues 
so far and the near future, i.e. Chris tmas 
etc. For any of y o u w h o cannot make it 
on Fr iday I'll be hold ing another one on 
the same lines on M o n d a y 19th. See y o u 
all there this t ime! 

Credits: 
Printer and Typsetter: A n d y and Rose 
News Editor: T o b y Jones 
Reviews Editor: A d a m T 
Music Editor: Sarah H a r l a n d 
Features Editor: R o l a n d 
Science Editor: Ian H o d g e 
Cartoonist: A n d y Butcher 
Photo Edi tor :R ichard 
Photographs by: James Grinter , Ro land , 
L u k e Le ighton and one other. 
The Team: J e remy, A d a m H , Chris Ri ley , 
M i c h a e l N e w m a n , L i z W a r r e n , James, Dr 
J o h n Brady , and the letter B . . 
The Collators: T h e Linstead Residents' 
Team, FBI Soc and the rest. 

PS The bike shop which is 
advertised is r u n by a great 
chap who has recently restarted the 
business. A few years back he used to 
operate just off the Fulham Road near 
to Eve lyn Gardens. Due to sky high 
rents he was forced out of his 
premises but has now started anew. 

F o r IC students he is offering a 2 0 % 
discount on repairs and accessories 
and for now a 5 % discount on new 
bikes. He hopes to up this to 1 0 % if 
business goes well. So treat him 
nicely! 

Felix is produced for and on behalf of Imperial 
College Union Publications Board and is printed 
by the Imperial College Union Print Unit, Prince 
Consort Road, London SW7 2BB (TEL 071-225 
8672). Manager: Chris Stapleton, Business 
Manager: Jeremy Burnell. Copyright Felix 1990. 
ISSN 1040-0711. 

A Ur lEAR PHYSICIST, W E FEEL 
THAT TH IS STORY PRESENTS SUCH 
A RIPICULOOS LEVEL Of 
IMPROBABILITY THAT IT WAS 
UNACCEPTABLE. T H E " A U T H O R , 
WHO INSISTS ON THE POBI0U3 
PSEUDONYM OF " A L I E N S E X FIEND* 
BUT IS I N PACT FAR LESS S A N F 
T H A N T H I S I N C H E S , HAS B E E N 
CAUTIONED, AND W E EXPECT TO 
S E E A MUCH LESS PREPOSTEROUS 
STORY N E X T W E E K . 

THANK YOU.. 

THf PUBLISHERS. 

* Ar i c ' © / n o A n e v s e x FI£NJ> 



Bift! 
Last week over three days saw the 
proceedings of the Uni ted K i n g d o m 
Conference on Overseas Students 
Assoc ia t ion . Pau l Shanley, y o u r president, 
a t tended as the representat ive of Imperial 
Col lege U n i o n a n d we give a brief run 
d o w n on his actions. This report be ing in 
response to his chal lenge last week for 
me to find out as m u c h as possible 
th rough m y spy ne twork . 

W e start w i t h the t rain journey to 
Leeds o n M o n d a y . Here Pau l managed to 
find a Turrettes Synd rome case to sit 
opposite. His v o c a l emanat ions were not 
as bad as some. Instead of ut ter ing 
obscenit ies in abstract manne r he w o u l d 
instead whe lp , g r o w l and bark . So put off 
by this outrageous display, Pau l had to 
make a m o v e and decided to mask the 
act ion by pre tending to leave the train at 
the next station. N o w seated in the other 
carr iage he cou ld still hear his previous 
seat-mates calls and wa i t ed in ant ic ipat ion 
for the ticket collector. . . 

Fo r the rest of the journey Pau l w o r k e d 
upon his U G M report and the induct ion 
notes for the n e w U n i o n Manager , M a n d y 
Hurford . 

A r r i v i n g at Leeds he settled in at the 
hotel but didn' t meet his r o o m mate. 
B e i n g a good boy he at tended a l l his 
seminars before going out in the even ing 
to get pissed. This he d id without any 

prob lem, as y o u might imagine . 
His enjoyment of the even ing dr ink was 

obvious ly far too m u c h for h i m to take 
and he soon had to retire to bed. A t this 
point he still had not met his r o o m mate. 
M a r k C r a w l e y concludes from his 
observat ions that M r Shanley has no 
stamina. U p o n each night w h e n re turning 
to their r o o m he found h i m already fast 
asleep. A n d , w h e n M a r k a w o k e and got 
up Shan was still v i r tua l ly asleep. His 
mumbl ings uninte l l ig ible a n d his eyes 
l o o k i n g knacke red . A t this point he still 
had not managed to in t roduce himself to 
his room-mate . 

Part w a y th rough the second day M a r k 
approached M r Shanley and enqui red 
whether he had been dis turbed w h e n he 
got in last night or earl ier o n this 
morn ing . Shan l ooked perp lexed . W h o 
was this person. Suddenly , at last, it a l l 
became apparent . This was his room-mate 
that he had t r ied to communica te w i t h 
earl ier . Unfor tunate ly y o u see, Shan 
wears contact lenses and wi thout them is 
bat-like, as it were . F ina l ly M a r k pointed 
out to me that 'he's got a hell of a 
snore. ' . 

O n the second day the business came 
and went m u c h as it had the day before. 
T h e even ing itself started in pretty m u c h 
the same w a y unt i l the pool games 
began. This apparent ly innocuous game 

had the effect of speeding the a lcohol 
th rough his sys tem. D u r i n g one phase he 
l ined up a shot w h i c h took h im about ten 
minutes. After this intense bout of 
concent ra t ion he stood up, as best he 
could , and asked the quest ion ' A m 1 spots 
or stripes'. F r o m n o w o n our ve ry o w n 
pool hal l hustler w o u l d be k n o w n as 

'Stripes'. 
The even ing w o r e on and the stomachs 

wore out. Midn igh t came a round and the 
munchies paid a visit . It was agreed that 
somet ime soon a cur ry w o u l d have to be 
sought. Later , not wi sh ing to strain 
himself by ven tu r ing outside, Shan had a 
'bizarre idea ' . Fr idges were to be raided, 
as in the t radi t ion of E v e l y n Gardens and, 
1 suppose, a l l other col lege residences. H e 
wande red off and didn't re turn , despite 
the fact that the others con t inued wi th 
their game unt i l 3 o 'c lock. T h e next 
m o r n i n g he had no better exp lana t ion 
than just hav ing a w a l k to freshen up. His 
colleagues be l ieve that a w a l k to the 
toilet was m o r e in order cons ider ing his 
pale face. 

Chr is Hayes , one of his social 
colleagues, said that he was 'not a great 
socialiser ' and that he was 'a bit of let 
d o w n ' for the ICU side. H e added that he 
had been p romised a copy of a couple of 
videos Rainbow and Playschool but had 
not heard from h im. 

Fina l ly , after his hard w o r k on the 
train, he managed to leave his U G M 
report and M a n d y ' s induc t ion notes in 
Leeds, p robab ly due to his excessive 
d r ink ing . 1 w o u l d also just l ike to thank 
M r Shanley in advance for c leaning the 
floors of m y offices, as agreed as his 
forfeit. 

Chris Stapleton 

^Cke fractals 
Jlovc ̂ >eace Si Sma.U ^tue jr-towcis 

Live at the RCS Smoking Concert 

Date 22 November 1990 
Time Approximately 10 pm 
Place Union Concert Hall 

Be there, or be elsewhere. 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION 

SPECIAL TRIAL 

EVENING 
OPENING 

5.30-9.00pm 
of the 

CATERPILLAR 
C A F E 

(Beit Quad) 
ROLLS-HOT M E A L S - J A C K E T 

POTATO BURGERS-HOT DOGS 

Line your stomach—soak up the 
alcohol and enjoy Rag Week 


