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The Ides of November 
T o m Stevens, the Business Manager for 
Imperial Col lege, was dismissed in an 
unexpec ted m o v e last F r iday . He was not 
g iven any notice and cleared his desk in 
three hours, after being ca l led in special ly 
o n his day off. The re has been m u c h 
speculat ion upon the reasons beh ind the 
act ion, but nobody is aware of, or w i l l i n g 
to reveal , the full official mot ives beh ind 
the sacking. 

Quest ioned officials were keeping their 
knowledge close to their chests as 
rumours spread. M r Rob Nor they to ld 
F e l i x that he was 'surprised' by the move , 
a l though his answers were short and 
obvious ly pre-planned. It is k n o w n that 
M r Nor they had been quite surprised by 
the fact that F e l i x had not quest ioned h im 
upon the matter earlier. 

Manag ing Di rec tor of the College, 
A n g u s Fraser, was also keep ing tight 
l ipped over the situation. He reacted in 
m u c h the same way over M r Northey 's 
decision to res ign three weeks ago 
a l though he seemed more confident about 
this issue. W h e n asked about the reasons 
beh ind the sack ing he said that he was 
'not go ing to make any comment ' on w h y 
M r Stevens was dismissed, a n d that he 
did not see the advantage in speculation. 
In part icular M r Fraser w o u l d not 
comment on the speed of dismissal or the 
reactions of the Rector , n o w in India. 

The Rector was present at the t ime of 

the meet ing w h i c h dec ided the fate of M r 
Stevens and left for India on 28th 
October , five days before the dismissal 
was made. It is thought that a decis ion 
was made that depended upon the 
opening of the tendered bids for 
Montpe l l ie r occur r ing on 1st November , 
for w h i c h the reserve price was &7.5M. It 
w o u l d appear that no suitable applications 
were rece ived. 

M r Stevens was instrumental , in part, in 
the setting up of the Clayponds contracts 
w i th the estate agents Cluttons, w h i c h lost 
the College an estimated £ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 , and 
was in charge of the sale of Montpel l ie r 
H a l l . 

Angus Fraser d id say that arrangements 
had been made to split the responsibil i t ies 
of T o m Stevens job. This natural ly 
inc luded Rob Nor they on the cater ing 
side and G o r d o n Marsha l l , the re la t ively 
new Direc tor of Estates, o n the estates 
side. This split leaves the situation m u c h 
as it was before the appointment of a 
Business Manager . He did not however 
wish to make any further comment on 
the appointment of a new person to the 
n o w vacant posi t ion. It is thought that 
these matters were discussed at an 
unscheduled meet ing at 170 Queensgate, 
the Rector 's residence, on Wednesday . 
People present inc luded A n g u s Fraser, 
Peter Mee and one of the Deans from the 
Constituent Unions . 

Angus Fraser-No Comment 
A s far as C layponds wen t he said that 

he had 'noth ing to say on that point at 
this t ime ' but the matter was be ing 
pursued to finalisation, as had been 
p lanned. 

Rob Nor they is n o w s taying on as 
Refectories Manager a n d is l ike ly to be 
here unti l l somet ime a round July. O n this 
matter Angus Fraser said he had had a 
chat w i t h R o b and that they had agreed 
to defer his f inishing date. Previous ly , 
after M r Nor they 's resignat ion, he had 
failed to persuade h im to r emain , despite 
a two hour l ong meet ing. 

College Day Elicits Response 
Yesterday, the threat of a longer college 
day produced the largest turnout for a 
U n i o n Genera l Meet ing (UGM) this year. 
One mot ion and two bye-laws were 
passed, the mot ion being that the Un ion 
President, Paul Shanley, should convey to 
the W o r k i n g Party on the Col lege Day 
the stance that changes to the college 
day are not acceptable and that the, over-
theoretical , work loads should be reduced 
from their art if icialy high state. 

The first bye-law change, speeding up 
the merger of ICU and St Mary ' s was 
passed without discussion. T h e second, 
a l l owing sabbaticals to stand for a second 

year was passed after a short debate. The 
bye-law change w i l l not a l l ow a student 
to have more than two sabbatical years 
and restricts campa in ing to acts that in 
no way affect their sabbatical duties. B o t h 
of these bye-laws must be passed at the 
next U G M at St. Mary ' s before they are 
accepted. 

After the bye-laws had been passed, 
Paul Shanley asked the assembly for 
feedback to take to the W o r k i n g Par ty as 
he felt that he was not a representat ive 
student in this matter. T a k i n g a series of 
votes, he found that most of the students 
present w o u l d prefer the col lege day to 

remain as it is, a l though some w o u l d 
tolerate an ex t ra half hour in the 
morn ing a n d / o r evening. 

Most of the objections to any changes 
s temmed either from t rave l ing times and 
the difficulty of reaching the college ear ly 
in the morn ing or the difficulty of getting 
to hall meals in t ime. 

The RCS handed to Paul a survey that 
had been under taken in var ious 
departments. T h e o v e r w h e l m i n g 
statement made by 646 replies to the 
survey was that the col lege day should 
remain as it is. 

Cha i r Awarded K O ! 
Dr T o n y Rid ley , w h o has recent ly w o r k e d 
on the Euro tunne l project, has been 
announced as the holder of the Rees 
Jeffreys Chai r of Transport Engineer ing in 
the Department of C i v i l Engineer ing . 

The Chai r is sponsored by the Rees 
Jeffreys Road Fund who's interests are 
based upon the recogni t ion that t ravel 
and movemen t of goods has to balanced 
wi th the l imitat ions of l and space and 

envi roment . 
The Rector said that 'His appointment 

w i l l serve further to enhance the 
wor ldwide reputat ion of the Department ' . 
The Imperial Col lege Engineer ing School 
has already been nomina ted by several 
hundred academics wi th in the E C , in a 
pol l , as the best in Europe and this 
appointment can on ly help to keep it's 
status as such. 

A f lying e lbow sent Cathy M c C l a y , Ci ty 
and Guilds U n i o n President, into 
concussion last Thursday. The hit and run 
e lbow occured on the dance floor of the 
C & G Boat Par ty . 

Cathy was tended by W a r w i c k Mul l en 
and Claire K e r r y whilst the party 
cont inued and was taken to hospital 
w h e n it ended . Cathy said that she had 
not been into college m u c h dur ing the 
week but was recover ing . 
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P r i n t Un i t Se l l Off 
Cuts to the Col lege Print Uni t w i l l leave it 
wi th on ly two rooms and a reduced set of 
equipment . T h e lost space w i l l be filled 
by Con t inu ing Educat ion , a section w h i c h 
runs outside courses to raise money for 
Imperial . 

The m o v e of Cont inu ing Educat ion from 

leve l three of Sherfield leaves space for 
an International Office and a Schools 
L ia i son Office. These offices are designed 
to increase the student intake into 
Imperial . 

T h e equipment lost from the Print Unit , 
except for an offset p r in t ing press that 
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has been re turned to the manufacturers, 
has been sold to the Compute r Centre. 
This equipment inc luded a n A 4 col la t ing 
machine , a task w h i c h w i l l n o w be 
performed by a col la t ing photocopier . 

G r a n d L a r c e n y Con t i nues 
Imperial Col lege Securi ty Officer T e r r y 

Br i l ey has asked college members to 
'show a little responsibi l i ty in shutting 
doors and us ing locks ' fo l lowing the 
recent spate of thefts. 

A thief stole articles inc lud ing a 
personal stereo from the U n i o n G y m area 
this week, three bicycles we re stolen, and 
a car was b r o k e n into at the rear of the 

Chemis t ry bu i ld ing . A m i c r o w a v e has 
been stolen f rom Fisher ha l l , fo l lowing 
the theft last week of a v ideo recorder . 
M r Br i l ey said that as the hal l had a good 
k e y system the thief or thieves ' cou ld be 
one of our o w n ' . 

'Unsoc ia l behav iour ' on the part of a 
number of individuals caused some toilets 
in the M e c h a n i c a l Eng inee r ing bu i ld ing to 

be covered in excrement . M r Br i l ey said 
that this cou ld be cons idered to be 
c r imina l damage. 

He added that the theft of the U n i o n 
Bui ld ing sign from the front of Beit A r c h 
had been noted and that the culpri t was 
'probably too embarassed ' to rectify the 
theft. 

B r i g h t o n 
Bo, one of the Ci ty and Gui lds Unions 
( C & G U ) inv io la te mascots, comple ted the 
L o n d o n to Br igh ton run on Sunday. Last 
year Bo b roke d o w n twelve miles from 
the target, the first t ime in fifteen years 
that it had not comple ted the run . This 
year it took five hours ( including a half 
hour break) to reach its dest ination 

Handcuff-o-Grams is a new service 
designed by the R o y a l Col lege of Science 
U n i o n for this year 's Rag Week . F o r £ 5 
y o u can have two people of your choice 
handcuffed together a l l day (or unti l they 
buy themselves out of it). 

Soup 
Imperial Col lege C o m m u n i t y A c t i o n 
Group ( ICCAG) are look ing for people to 
help in their w e e k l y soup run to the 
homeless of L o n d o n . T h e y are also 
invo lved in the running of a p laygroup 
for the menta l ly handicapped. T r a v e l 
expenses m a y be paid, and the sessions 
may run late into the night. A n y b o d y 
interested should contact Caro l ine 
Crut twel l (B iochem 3) or H i l a r y A d a m s o n 
(Biology 3). 

R o c k 
Passengers were the President of 

C & G U , Cathy M c C l a y , and the Guild 's 
Dean , a long wi th the C & G U violate 
mascots, Spanner and Bol t . The dr iver 
was Jonathan Edge wi th Rober t Evans 
and Robert Jackson co-dr iv ing for half of 
the journey each. 

Rag raised £ 4 2 7 . 1 5 on Saturday dur ing 
the L e u k a e m i a Research Pub C r a w l . The 
top collectors w e r e Pete B o w e n and 
Mar t i n H e i g h w a y w h o roused themselves 
on Sunday and col lected £ 1 2 3 . 2 3 in 
Br igh ton . 

L i b r a r y 
The Collection Development Working 
Group of the Imperial College/Science 
Museum Joint Libraries Advisory 
Committee have been asking users of the 
l ibrary w h i c h periodicals they w o u l d l ike 
to have on the shelves, and from what 
year they should be placed into storage. 

The reason for this ini t ia l su rvey is to 
make an est imation of the space avai lable 

Dissident 
Professor Fang L i Z h i from the Univers i ty 
of Cambr idge w i l l be speaking on 'The 
A n t h r o p i c P r inc ip le ' on Wednesday . T h e 
talk w i l l be he ld in the Physics bu i ld ing at 
1.15, venue to be announced . E v e r y b o d y 
is we lcome . 

Directors 
A new Direc tor of Deve lopmen t has been 
appointed. Dr J i l l Pe l l ew w i l l take up her 
post in ear ly January . The post of 
Director of M a r k e t i n g has not yet been 
filled. 

to the w o r k i n g group w h e n the two 
libraries merge. Imperia l Col lege L i b r a r y 
is hoping that there w i l l be more space 
made avai lable to them. 

Miss Hurst, from the Cent re for 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l T e c h n o l o g y L ib ra ry , said 
'The response of the survey has not been 
o v e r w h e l m i n g . ' 

R a g W e e k P l u s 

M e r g e r 
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Before going to the clinic, Richard Eyers gets on his bike. 

C y c l i n g R e v o l u t i o n 
Imagine near ly 2000 cyclists a l l t rave l l ing 
in one direct ion between Battersea and 
Trafalgar Square, wi th traffic brought to a 
complete standsti l l . W e l l , at 2 .15pm last 
Sunday, that is exact ly what happened. 
A n organisat ion cal led the ' L o n d o n 
C y c l i n g C a m p a i g n ' (LCC) gathered cyclists 
from al l over L o n d o n to meet in 
Battersea Park , and cycle to a ra l ly in the 
shadow of Nelsons C o l u m n . The turnout 
was excel lent , and was obv ious ly due to 
the extensive advert is ing campa ign that 
lead up to the event - if y o u have a b ike 
anywhere in Col lege , y o u p robab ly found 
a leaflet on it at somet ime before Sunday. 

For those of y o u w h o never saw the 
handout, the ra l ly had two purposes. The 
first is exp la ined i n the title ' B i k e for a 
Brea th of Fresh A i r ' , w h i c h speaks for its 
self. There is definitely a pol lu t ion 
p rob l em in L o n d o n , and the L C C wanted 
to highlight this. 'One in five people are 
seriously endangered by a i r pol lu t ion i n 
L o n d o n . For some pollutants, such as 
benzene, there is no recognised safe 
leve l . A m o n g those par t icular ly at risk 
are ch i ldren , pregnant w o m e n and the 
elderly. ' , states thei r leaflet i n eye 
catching red type, though sadly they have 
neglected to quote the source of this 
informat ion. 

If y o u w o u l d l ike to see the facts about 
pol lu t ion (in London) , 1 can r e c o m m e n d a 
recent article in the ' L o n d o n Cyclis t ' , 
N o v / D e c issue. Ent i t led ' Y o u r Last 
G a s p ? - E v e r y t h i n g y o u a lways wan ted to 
k n o w about veh ic le pol lu t ion (but were to 
i l l to ask)', the feature runs th rough all 
the possible products of veh ic le exhausts. 
It asks both h o w dangerous they are and 
what can be done to reduce their 
emission? It is not s imply an attack o n a l l 
none cycle road users and makes some 
construct ive suggestions. It is w e l l w o r t h 
a read, even for such knowledgeab le 
science students as those at IC,(apparently 
there are a few!). 

The second purpose of the ra l ly was to 
get better condi t ions for cyc l i ng . Other 
than i m p r o v i n g the air qual i ty in L o n d o n , 
(the L C C concern themselves specifically 
w i t h this city), the L C C s ma in a i m at the 
moment is to see that their proposals for 

a 1000 mile ne twork of cyc l e routes 
throughout L o n d o n are adopted as soon 
as possible. A plan w h i c h has apparent ly 
been taken up by the Depar tment of 
Transpor t a n d the L o n d o n C y c l i n g F o r u m . 

So What Happened In Battersea ? 

Between mid-day and 2 .15pm the 
crowds of cyclists gathered in Battersea 
Park. It was refreshing to see such a 
var ie ty of c y c l i n g 'types' i n one place. 
The re were of course the stereo-type 
' rac ing enthusiasts' w i t h their expens ive 
bikes and th igh c l ing ing lyc ra , but they 
were in the minor i ty . O r d i n a r y cyclists 

whose main interest is i n using their 
bicycles to get from A to B (or maybe Z) 
were also s t rongly represented. It was 
ex t remely co ld but enter ta inment b y a 
brass ensemble and a skiffle group helped 
the t ime to pass, as d id a demonst ra t ion 
of stunt cyc l ing by the w o r l d 
champion,(at least I th ink that was his 
title). 

A t 2 .15pm the hoards gathered to leave 
the park, bikes of all descript ions were 
then r idden out and across Chelsea 
bridge. The sight was an impress ive one, 
a steady s t ream of riders went a l l the 
w a y to Trafalgar Square. T h e Pol ice were 
excel lent and traffic was brought to a 
comple te standsti l l . O n e t ax i d id try to 
join in (obviously in support of the 
cyclists!) but he was soon turned back. 
The re was some enthusiastic toot ing of 

emphasis was on the fact that cyc le traffic 
has gone up 4 0 % in the last two years 
and cyc l e accidents have gone up b y a 
quarter in one year. This he b lamed, 
part ly, at least, on the non-wear ing of 
helmets. It was later stated by another 
speaker, that statistically, injuries w o u l d 
be reduced far more if motoris ts and 
pedestrians we re to wear protect ive 
headgear! St rangely enough mentions of 
Po l l T a x from a minor i ty i n the c r o w d 
was ignored. 

Labour M . P . J e r e m y C o r b y n was far 
more char ismat ic in his address, saying 
that if three miles of m o t o r w a y were 
cance l led then the cyc le routes cou ld be 
implemented straight away, though he 
made no offer of exact ly where they 
cou ld a l l be put. H e then went o n to cal l 
for l imits on pr ivate car use i n the Capital 

The Campaign Banner Sported At Battersea Park 

horns w h i c h were r ece ived by cheerful 
waves , w h i c h must have infuriated those 
drivers w h o were toot ing because they 
couldn' t m o v e for up to th i r ty minutes -
love ly . 

Trafalgar Square - the speeches 
begin. 

Once in the Square we had to stand in 
the co ld for about forty minutes whils t 
var ious poli t icians said the same sort of 
things, but w i t h v a r y i n g degrees of 
success. 
First to address the masses was Roads 
Minis ter , Chr is topher Chope . He was 
clear ly in favour of the L C C p r o p o s a l s -
'...too many cyclists are the innocent 
v ic t ims of accidents we must n o w 
ensure the speedy implementa t ion of the 
1000 mi le n e t w o r k . . . ' - t h o u g h his 

and for better publ ic transport, al l of 
w h i c h was of course popular . 

F ina l ly the other speaker w o r t h a 
ment ion was L C C chair Pau l Gasson. He 
stated that a l though bikes were the 
transport of the future, ' A t present on ly 
4% of journeys in L o n d o n are by bike 
compared wi th up to 20% in some 
cont inental capitals ' . He ca l led for 
pol lu t ion mon i to r ing and the sealing off 
of the capital if levels become dangerous. 

T h e ra l ly in its self was undoubtedly a 
success, but it remains to be seen 
whether the government can get its act 
together. W i l l they do what w o u l d benefit 
thousands of people, inc lud ing cyclists, or 
w i l l the proposals become lost in the 
current bout of 'who's go ing to be our 
leader?' that cur ren t ly upsets the 
government . 



O n October 24 at the House of C o m m o n s 
over 160 people, ma in ly w o m e n , of many 
ages, races and nationalities, celebrated 
T ime Off For Women w i th a l ive ly 
speakout: Count Women's Work-
Legislation Now!. E v e r y year Time Off 
presses governments to count women ' s 
unwaged w o r k in every country 's G N P , 
the basic statistic of w o r k and weal th . 

W o m e n students in colleges and 
universit ies take part in Time Off each 
year, h ighl ight ing, for example , the w o r k 
of su rv iv ing on a grant, made more 
difficult n o w w i t h the loss of benefits, the 
ext ra w o r k w o m e n have to do to prove 
themselves academical ly , the fact that we 
have less chance of earning higher 
wages, and the w o r k of students w h o are 
mothers. Time Off 90 student actions 
included leafletting and pet i t ioning at 
W a r w i c k Univers i ty and Froebe l College, 
South L o n d o n , and a r i m e Off-Day Picnic 
in O x f o r d ci ty centre. Time Off w o n a 
paid day off for w o m e n employees at 
Bristol Po ly a n d Cardiff Univers i ty 
Students' Unions in recogni t ion of their 
unwaged w o r k — a guarantee now wri t ten 
into their const i tut ion. 

The Speakout, co-chaired by Wilmet te 
B r o w n (Black W o m e n for Wages for 
Housework) and Nina Lopez-Jones 
(English Col lec t ive of Prostitutes), opened 
wi th news of progress towards count ing 
women ' s w o r k legislation in Br i ta in , 
Europe, T r in idad and Tobago and the US. 
W h i l e Time Off presses for legislation, it 

also aims to ensure that w o m e n , and not 
legislators, define the unwaged work we 
want counted b y count ing it ourselves. In 
a hall decorated wi th colourful balloons 
and banners, w o m e n spoke out about the 
housework of ca r ing for families, for 
others and for ourselves; w o r k i n g on the 
land; fetching f i rewood and water; the 
w o r k of o v e r c o m i n g the divis ions 
between us, su rv iv ing and chal lenging 
racism, apartheid, ageism, d iscr iminat ion 
against lesbian w o m e n , the 
impover i shment of min ing communi t ies , 
low pay, no pay, the pol l tax, sex w o r k 
being made i l legal , rape and other 
v io lence . 

W o m e n w i t h disabilities, inc luding 
wheelcha i r users who wi th the help of 
the organiser had to struggle to get into 
an outrageously inaccessible House of 
Commons , made clear that people w i th 
disabilities are also 'carers' , car ing for 
themselves, ch i ld ren and others. 
Descr ib ing some of that work , Cla i re 
Glasman of W i n Vis ib le ( W o m e n wi th 
Vis ib le and Invisibale Disabilities) said: 
'Most of m y unwaged w o r k of disabil i ty is 
not caused by m y disabili ty but by social 
policies are priori t ies w h i c h depr ive us of 
money , services, carers of our choice, 
and appropriate equipment and 
technology to adapt our homes and the 
envi ronment for our eve ryday use.' 

The meet ing heard messages of support 
from the Payday men's ne twork against 
all unwaged work , from M P s and trade 

Photo: Lisa Longstaff 
unionists; and reports of Time Off 90 
activities in about ten T h i r d W o r l d and 
metropol i tan countries, and 14 towns and 
cities in Br i t a in . 

Se lma James, founder of the Wages for 
Housework C a m p a i g n w h i c h coordinates 
Time Off, opened the Speakout saying 
that whi le MPs 'debated whe ther to give 
C h i l d Benefit to some, many , or no 
w o m e n , as if it were a char i ty , in fact the 
money is a right—a smal l payment for 
the w o r k of mother ing . ' The re was 
unanimous agreement on the fol lowing 
resolution: 

This meeting is outraged that the 
government who have been throwing 
&2m a day into the Gulf feel they can 
spare only &1 for an increase in Child 
Benefit to mothers for some children. 

Ev e ry o n e w e l c o m e d the c o m i n g together 
of black and whi te w o m e n from so m a n y 
different backgrounds speaking out about 
their w o r k as a reflection of how m u c h 
the Time Off movement is gaining 
ground! 

Students w h o ' d l ike to take part in 
Time Off, invi te speakers, or help 
circulate the ' W o m e n Count—Count 
W o m e n ' s W o r k ' peti t ion avai lable in 23 
languages and in Engl i sh brai l le , contact 
the Wages for Housework Campa ign , 
King ' s Cross W o m e n ' s Centre , 71 
Tonbr idge Street, W C 1 H 9 D Z . Te l : 
071-837 7509 



PI I s r a e l 
REVIEWS The state of the art 

The Barb ican Centre is running an 
A u t u m n season of Israeli arts and 
culture. 

The art is broadbased: paint ing, 
sculpture, photography, f i lm and talks are 
all on offer. I visi ted the Chagul to Kitaj 
exhib i t ion (9th Level) and Israel—The 
Stormy years (5th Level) . 

Chagul to Kitaj: Jewish Experience in 
the Art of the Twentieth Century, to give 
it its full title, is the first major exhib i t ion 
in Br i ta in to b r i n g together a broad range 
of works w h i c h reflect J ewi sh themes and 
concerns this century. 

The first few galleries focus on re l ig ion 
and the family; colours and textures are 
v i v i d . T h e th read then weaves Jewish 
culture in w i t h its env i ronment . There is 
a fascinating display of set designs 
produced by Jewish artists at the t ime of 
the Russian Revo lu t ion inc lud ing w o r k by 
Nathan A l t m a n and Rober t Falk . 

Some of the greatest figures in the 
twent ie th century are featured, such as 
M a r c Chagul l and Jacob Epstein . The i r 
w o r k is s h o w n alongside that of leading 
Israeli artists such as Reaven Rubin and 
A n n a T icho . 

A separate section on the Holocaust 
includes powerful works created both 
dur ing and after the wa r years. T h e y 
show the raw edge of personal and 
col lect ive anger and grief. 

O n the g round floor are works w h i c h 
have been p roduced wi th in the last ten 
years. A l t h o u g h this art is more 
con temporary the themes can be traced 
back through the entire exh ib i t ion . 

A na r row w o o d e n gangway, 
reminiscent of a bui ld ing site leads out 
from the exh ib i t ion into the 'sculpture 
cour tyard ' . A t the end of the gangway is 
an ol ive tree closely guarded by tall 
w o o d e n ramparts . Sur round ing this 
symbo l were other images of Mother 
Ear th and good. M y favourite was the 
bright ye l l ow nude astride a bright y e l l o w 
bicycle peddl ing madly in pursuit of 
peace. 

Israel—the stormy years is on the fifth 
floor. The exh ib i t ion is a co l lec t ion of 
photographs by Robert Lepa and Misha 
B a r - A m . 

Robert Lapa , a Hungar i an Jew, a r r ived 
in Israel in 1936. He held a fervent 
interest in the new count ry and, but for 
an all powerful wanderlust , he w o u l d 
have settled there. His pictures are direct 
and, to the m o d e r n eye, perhaps even 
naive. His camera recorded what he saw: 
no frills. 

Misha B a r - A m belonged to the next 
generat ion where ideals we re often 
s w a m p e d by pol i t ica l c o m p l e x i t y and 
bitter struggle. His photography is less 
direct and more quest ioning than Lapas' ; 
his actual technique and its message are 
more subtle. 

Wha teve r your pol i t ical persuasion the 
Barbican 's Israeli season is a fun and 
inexpensive cul tural feast. Israel State of 
the Art (£4 full £ 2 concession) closes on 
January 6 1991. Israel—The Stormy Years 
(free) ends on N o v e m b e r 29. Don' t miss 
them! 

A n n a Teeman. 

Love at Large 
Har ry Dobbs ' private life is falling 
apart. H e is on the edge of turning 

forty, his gir l fr iend imagines that he is 
s leeping wi th a l l his clients and he is 
fo l lowing the w r o n g man. His latest, 
seductive and mysterious client Miss 
Do lan has h i red h im to fo l low 'Rick ' , a 
man she is infatuated w i th . Unfortunately, 
Rick a r r ived at the Blue Danube late and 
H a r r y is after F reder ick K i n g instead. 
Who ' s that fo l lowing Ha r ry , though? 

The plot of this mov ie is m o r e than a 
little convolu ted , and doesn't quite 
manage to exp la in itself by the end, but I 
have a sneaking suspicion that isn't 
meant to be important . S o m e b o d y is 
pul l ing a bluff on us. T h e mov ie is t ry ing 
to pass itself off as a detect ive fi lm, and 
indeed T o m Berenger , w h o doesn't so 
m u c h speak, as g r o w l art iculately, is the 
epitome of a hard-boiled detective. Real ly , 
though, in its heart of hearts, it's a love 
story, or at least a story about love. 

The characters a l l have their o w n 
phi losophy about love, and have a 
strange tendency to inflict it on each 

other at regular intervals. The w o r d is 
love, as distinct from sex, for the two 
backed beast on ly puts in one appearance 
in the whole f i lm. The relat ionships 
between the players are affected by the 
minor characters ' o w n bizarre love lives. 
W e i r d but s trangely affecting stuff. 
This is not a fi lm that has spent m u c h 
t ime cu r ry ing public acceptance -
commerc i a l i sm doesn't seem to have 
been sitting in the director 's bra in as an 
economic conscience. L u c k i l y the fi lm is 
all the better for it. Funny, romant ic and 
exci t ing, it w i l l make a perfect evening's 
v i ewing . 

Pendragon. 

Backstage tours 
of the National/1 
want to be a 
Vicar 

O n e c o m m o n feature of fringe 
theatres, be they the numerous 

venues around L o n d o n or the even more 
numerous Ed inbu rgh sites, is their 
in t imacy (ie they ' re small). Most 
product ions use them as if they were a 
no rma l theatre, ignor ing the audience. 
The first of these short one act comedies 
defies this conven t ion , by m a k i n g the 
audience part of the backstage tour party. 
O u r guide takes us on a tour, not on ly of 
the 'Nat ional ' itself, but of the jargon, 
pretentiousness and pretence that are the 
endemic complaints of theatr ical hangers 
on . The w o r d Dahlings springs to m i n d . 
Admi t t ed ly some knowledge of theatre 
w o u l d be useful, otherwise most of the 
jokes are go ing to leave y o u mirthless, 
but in the m a i n this is a v e r y funny 
spoof. 

So, we move onto the second half of 
the even ing - / Want to be a Vicar. A 
qu i rky little tale of a gir l w h o has 
aspirations to the cloth. She has a welsh 
m u m w h o w o u l d prefer her to be a tart, 
a boyfr iend w h o has a Jesus complex and 
a vicar w h o loves babies. In the course of 
half an hour, one actress takes us through 
her life, from theological college v i a 
A m e r i c a to success as a transvestite v icar . 
The audience's react ion to the play was 
ve ry m i x e d . M a n y people seemed to find 
it mere ly si l ly , whi le others were in 
stitches. A l c o h o l consumpt ion level 
seemed to play a fair part in de termining 
react ion. 

The theatre is above a pub, so m y 
advice w o u l d be:- if y o u fancy a dr ink 
and a bit of comedy , this may be w o r t h a 
visit, if on ly for the Nat iona l segment. 

These plays are at the Etcetera Theatre 
Club, O x f o r d A r m s , 265 C a m d e n H i g h 
Road , N W 1 . T h e B o x Office is on 
071-482-4857. Membersh ip is 75p and 
student tickets cost £ 3 . 

Pendragon. 

—Film 

—Theatre 

—Exhibition 



B u l l s e y e 
IM m m m . Just m y luck. M y first 

r ev i ew for Fe l ix , and it's a bit of a 
toughy (Fnarrr). It's hard to say what the 
whole point of it is. The plot revolves 
around two o v e r the hi l l v i l la ins (Michael 
Caine and Roger Moore) w h o are the 
near perfect doubles of two (successful!) 
co ld fusion scientists (Michael Caine and 
Roger Moore) , and a great deal of money . 
In style, the w h o l e thing seems to be a 
tribute to the Bri t i sh c o m e d y movies of 
the sixties, comple te w i t h naff f i lm 
quali ty, naff dialogue, naff effects and naff 
jokes. T h e y even seem to have gone so 
far as to use what appears to be a 
r id iculously low budget. O n top of this 
the fi lm is over ly long, especial ly in the 
middle parts, w h i c h end up dragging 
horr ib ly . 

H o w e v e r , the end does come together 
m u c h better than you 'd expect , and even 
manages to keep a fair l eve l of tension, despite the fact that y o u k n o w what's 

REVIEWS 
going to happen, and some gratuitous 
cruel ty to pigeons! M r Caine is humorous 
in his typica l b u m b l i n g way, and M r 
M o o r e is at last beginning to show his 
age (all of it), w h i c h serves h i m right. 
Some light rel ief for a l l the sex-starved IC 
males is p rov ided in the form of Deborah 
B a r r y m o r e as a y o u n g C I A agent w h o 
may or may not be the daughter of one 
of the heroes, and the farcical treatment 
of the Bri t i sh and A m e r i c a n intel l igence 
(?) agencies is br i l l iant ly done (Yes, O K , I 
admit i t : I l i ke the Carry on... movies!). 
So, if you ' re o ld enough to r emember the 
or ig inal films this w i l l p robably i nvoke a 
pleasant sense of nostalgia. If you ' re not, 
then it's a gentle way to waste a couple 
of hours and a fiver, but it's p robably 
more sensible to wait for the v ideo , get 
some beers in and invi te a few friends 
around for a laugh. 

Al ien Sex Fiend. 

The Maids F l a t l i n e r s 
Tragedy 

IWri t ten near ly four hundred years 
ago this is a tail of love lost, 

deception, adul tery and death. In total 
four people die, all s tabbed and two self 
inflicted. The plot is too compl ica ted to 
go into in the space avai lable but its 
themes of sexua l frustration and intrigue 
are as relevant n o w as w h e n it was 
wri t ten. 

The quali ty of the act ing was superb 
throughout, no character shone above the 
others and ove ra l l it was a v e r y 
professional and charismatic performance. 

The set was definatly designed wi th a 
heavy minimal is t ic slant, constist ing of 
three chairs, a table and a bed there was 
noth ing for the actors to h id behind . 

For a p lay wri t ten just after the 
Shakespearean per iod the language is 
v e r y 'quaint ' but the c lo th ing and the set 
contrast against this being a mix ture of 
both modern a n d 30's styles. 

Enter ta ining and thought p rovok ing , it 
is v e ry m u c h w o r t h a look but y o u 
haven't got long . 'The Maid ' s Tragedy ' 
plays at the Battersea A r t Centre, 
Lavender H i l l , Battersea unt i l the 18th 
November . Concessions are £ 3 , 
membersh ip is £ 5 per annum. The box 
office is on 071-223 2223. 

Ian Hodge. 

Film Choice 
Goodfellas, The little Mermaid, 
Ghost, A Shock to the System, Bad 
Influence. 

F i v e med ica l students take life, and 
death, in their hands in a macabre 

exper iment exp lo r ing the limits of 
knowledge . O n e by one they submit 
themselves to a near death exper ience , 
cont ro l led by their colleagues. 
Unfortunately the exper ience does not 
end when they are returned to the l iv ing ; 
their sins come to haunt them, causing 
v io lence and pa in . 

The students each have their dark 
secrets (obviously) but they v a r y in their 
'sinfulness'. It is understandable that 
k i l l i ng somebody could produce guilt 
feelings that take on a supernatural form. 
It is less clear w h y the act of opening a 
forbidden door and start l ing your father, 
just before he dies on the road, should 
have the same ch i l l ing effect. A l s o , what 
is so sinful about home videos? 

The answer m a y lie in the assertion 
that there is no absolute scale against 
w h i c h to measure a 'sin' . T h e measure 
may be your o w n conscience, in w h i c h 

petty misdemeanors may become heinous 
cr imes. Does this mean that a co ld 
b looded k i l l e r w i l l not be tormented, or 
w i l l a ch i l dhood act p roduce misery 
b e y o n d the grave? 

It is a credit to the f i lm that it gives 
t ime over to reflecting on these points 
throughout the story, in passages that 
could be construed as tedious in any 
other p roduc t ion . One catches oneself 
th ink ing 'What if?' as indiscret ions we l l up 
from the dark corner of the m i n d that 
y o u thought y o u had locked . 

The on ly quibbles I have w i t h this f i lm 
are the use of cliches such as the c l imax 
occur r ing on ha l loween a n d the lame and 
unbel ievable ending. This , I feel, was 
concocted to leave the audience wi th a 
feeling of w e l l being, instead of hav ing to 
leave the c i n e m a feeling depressed and 
un l ike ly to r e c o m m e n d the f i lm, w h i c h , 
incident ly , I do. 

Toby Jones. 



Iron Maiden Bored! 
Hammersmith Odeon 18.10.90 Take It Out On You LP 

Hark , I hear a band p lay ing! Can' t still be 
the support . W a i t , it's Maidenl Must have 
come on ear ly so they could catch last 
orders afterwards. 

So, unfortunately, I a m unable to g ive 
m y cons idered op in ion o n the first two 
songs. The favourite, Wrathchild, was 
next in line, sounding as ha rd and raw as 
ever. T h e y then proceeded to play the 
n e w a lbum, No Prayer For The Dying, 
bar about three songs, the title track, a 
Steve Harr is number , be ing the most 
impressive. A smat ter ing of the tried and 
tested classics such as The Trooper and 
Hallowed Be Thy Name were added to 
good effect, but were too thin o n the 
ground for m y l ik ing . T h e y even left out 
Running Freel 

Throughout the set, Har r i s ' bass lines 
thumped out the rhy thm, the strings 
s t r ik ing the frets g iv ing an almost 
percussive effect. Jan ick Gers , more 
suited to the Maiden style than his 

Nirvana 
Meanwhi l e , in the bowels of the Astor ia , 
fans were a rgu ing over the reset cubicle 
and overa l l supremacy of Godflesh. The 
ensuing ve rba l battle was academic , for 
on this occas ion , Godflesh were we l l 
be low their usual bowel- thrashing 
standard. The pound ing r h y t h m seemed 
repeti t ive and hol low, and the stage 
empty after L7 ' s over -amped guitar 
frenzy. O n l y towards the end of the set, 
after the addi t ion of a second guitarist, 
d id they seem to get into their stride w i th 
Like Rats and Pulp. E v e n the multitudes 
of crusty's seemed disappointed. 

After Godflesh, a r e m a r k a b l y strange 
choice of support, L7's t rashy over load 
could be on ly be topped b y Nirvana's 
immense opening . P o w e r e d by the nine 
foot human pogo, Chris , o n bass and a 
solid d r iv ing beat, the r h y t h m section was 
rock solid a n d p rov ided a perfect 
backdrop for Kurdt 's superhuman efforts 
at what used to be a two m a n job. 

W i t h the demise of Mudhoney, Nirvana 

predecessor A d r i a n Smith , seemed to 
enjoy himself, c l amber ing o v e r the amp 
stacks, and was near ly up to the standard 
of his counterpart , Dave M u r r a y . N icko 
M c B r a i n per formed admi rab ly on the 
skins, as a lways , whi le Bruce Dick inson 
screamed, hissed and g rowled (in tune, 
most of the time) from start to finish. 

The stage set was hard ly as lav ish as 
expected, a l though a ten foot Eddie (see 
any a lbum cover , y o u non-believers) d id 
appear dur ing the song Iron Maiden. 
Bruce k ind ly refrained from k i c k i n g it's 
head in and tear ing out it's brains as he 
d id a few short years back. 

T h e y seem to be going back to their 
roots, dispensing wi th the lavish and 
expens ive effects. Perhaps they 're 
strapped for cash! Nonetheless, it was a 
v e r y enjoyable mosh, as a lways , and a 
must for any rock metal fan. 

U p The Irons. 
R. Snell 

Bored! are f rom Aus t ra l i a and I'm going 
to say they sound l ike ACDC anyway . Bet 
that has pissed them off. There is more to 
it than that. The lyr ics are hardcore in 
the Black Flag m o u l d wi th r aunchy riffs 
to back it up. T h e bass is g o o d and 
twangy and is tuned to w i t h i n an inch of 
be ing a d idger idoo on Sweef Charity. 

Beneath this neo-punk exter ior lurks a 
definitely H e n d r i x rooted guitar style. 
Th i s is refreshing in contrast to the 
gr ind ing bits, but y o u have to choke on 
your o w n v o m i t to get a w a y wi th over 
two minutes of feedback at the end of a 
track, the Final Solution. 

T h e produc t ion is not obtrus ive and 
includes a va r i e ty of fade-in styles f rom 
smooth and s low to John Peel . The 
ove ra l l sound is probably too dir ty for a 
wide market , sounding downr igh t l ive . 

A l l the tracks get a general 'Yeah ' , 
except, maybe, Satellite, w h i c h is a Pistols 
cover and unnecessary. I w o u l d just l ike 
to be the last person in this r ev i ew to say 
the title of the last number . Motherfuckin' 
Motherfucker. 

Mungo 

Astoria 24.10.90 
were set to take the lead in the sub-pop 
set. H o w e v e r they are at present look ing 
for a deal w i th the majors 'for 
c o m m e r c i a l reasons'. Sell out or not, their 
new single does not indicate a l ower ing 
of standards. The new sound is me l lower 
but more diverse and shows a new side 
to the band. 

Tonight , Chr is was as ta l l as the stacks, 
and Kurdt 's c lean guitar cut through the 
sludge left by Godflesh's Neander tha l set. 
If audience react ion were to be a 
measure of greatness, Nirvana are t ruly 
gods. O l d favourites Love Buzz, Negative 
Creep and Paper Cato were interspersed 
between the newer , me l lower songs. A l l 
were rece ived w i t h w i l d stage-diving as 
the bouncers tr ied to stem the tide. 

The encore p roved the w o r t h of the 
new single as is sl ipped in easily wi th the 
monster Scool, whi t t led d o w n to cruc ia l 
riffs and crushing. Nirvana have 
me l lowed , but still shred. 

Seb 

Robert Riley & 
the Buffalo Club 

Gone Too Long 12" 
This band have a stupid name . That is a l l 
there is to say, apart from that the ly r i ca l 
style is sadly somehow familiar , the piano 
support something from a T V theme. Sod, 
I don't even l ike this count ry dr ive l about 
h o w sad some b loke is, bugger 
objectivity. 

M u n g o 
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Eat Interview 

The t ime: 5.45pm, the place: the ladies 
toilets in the As to r i a . A n g e , Michae l 
Hutchens look-a-l ike and Eats' lead singer 
sat on the w i n d o w s i l l s t radl ing a s ink 
look ing bored whi ls t Paul , guitarist, busily 
made a spliff. W h e n asked w h y they 
cal led themselves Eat, Pau l repl ied 'It's 
l ike a reflection of our conce rn for 
consumer i sm. H a , no, it's p robably 
because the first song we ever wrote 
together was ca l led Eat Eat Eat so it 
seemed to fit'. 

Next there was a loud bang as the 
toilet door f lew open and in stepped an 
As to r i a musc leman 'Get out of here y o u 
fucking arseholes' , nice chap, it's real ly 
odd too, he l o o k e d l ike J i m m y Savi l le . 

W e restarted the in t e rv iew backstage 
fighting to be heard over the sound check 
of the support group. Eat have been 
together for three years n o w al though al l 
of the members have k n o w n each other 
for m u c h longer and have been in 
var ious other groups, most notably Pete 
H o w a r d , former Clash d rummer , but they 
have on ly real ly been a publ ic band since 
February last year w h e n they were 
s igned up by F i c t i on records. The band is 
London-based a n d has a close affinity to 
the ci ty. 'Our first a lbum reflected our life 
in L o n d o n at the t ime of the band 
forming, squatt ing, m o v i n g a round ve ry 
qu ick ly lugging each others ' gear a round, 
l i v ing in each others' pockets ' . 

Eat don't rea l ly fall into any musical 
category as such. The i r sound has almost 
a M a n c u n i a n feel about it but is saved by 
the rock guitar and punkish vocals . This 
strange mixture comes from the fact that 
al l of the members have different musical 
tastes, ranging from dance to blues. 

T h e y are cur rent ly w o r k i n g o n a new 
a lbum w h i c h is due for release in 
February . It's t aken about five weeks to 
record so far a n d should be finished soon. 
' W e feel that on this a lbum we 've finally 
found ourselves musica l ly and we're we l l 
pleased at wha t we 've done so far, 
a l though I don' t l ike the n e w single 
much . It's good , but not quite right. The 
vocals are out of tune and the guitars 
aren't loud enough. ' 

Tonight is the last night of their U K 
stint w h i c h br ings an end to an extensive 
European tour. C o v e r i n g G e r m a n y , 
Denmark , France , to name but a few 
countries. ' W e ' v e real ly enjoyed this tour. 
Especial ly p l ay ing Denmark , it was 
bri l l iant . It's rea l ly laid back. Real ly 

fantastically c iv i l i sed . L i k e , the festival we 
played there was so coo l . Y o u could do 
anything, anywhere . There was even an 
S & M tent there if you ' re into that sort of 
thing. W e p l ayed two gigs there, one in 
the afternoon a n d one in the even ing 
since They Might Be Giants didn't show. 
The best part was w h e n w e done a one-
off gig in the jazz tent, there were all of 
these people sit t ing a round smok ing pipes 
and w a r i n g casual sweaters and we came 
on. The place just filled w i t h Danish 
rockers . Secur i ty couldn' t handle it and 
begged us to get off stage so that they 
could regain con t ro l of the place. It was 
great, we love one-off gigs, they're the 
ic ing on the cake . 

'I r emember p l ay ing w i t h the 
Wonderstuff once in Gloucester , a n d w e 
came on stage and I got this wet r eek ing 
bra right in m y face, the t w o cups just 
stuck, one on each ear, it was gross, 
b loody funny though. M y wife was going 
to arrange for someone to th row pants 
l ined wi th Ph i l ade lph ia at us whilst we 
were on, that w o u l d have been w e l l s ick 
m a k i n g 'cos we wouldn ' t have k n o w n . ' 

The band have no qualms about people 
boot legging their concerts. ' W e real ly l ike 
the idea of someone hav ing a k i n d of 
r ecord of the g ig they wre at, something 
to remember it by . I'm not so sure about 
the people w h o boot leg to make m o n e y 
because most of the t ime they are sel l ing 
sub-standard copies and are basical ly 
r ipp ing the fans off. W e gave The Mission 
the idea of sett ing aside part of the venue 
y o u are p l ay ing at just for r ecord ing 
equipment so that people can make 
decent bootlegs. I r emember ta lk ing to 
W a y n e one night in a bar a n d saying y o u 
k n o w what y o u should do mate and he 
went sort of ' O h right, yeh , burp ' as he 
tends to do in the even ing 'cos he's 
usually out of his b o x by 5 o 'c lock, so he 
goes 'Eh . . .yeh . . .a rgh . . . .mmm' and passed 
out, next concer t they were doing it.' 

Eat have serious money problems at 
the moment . The tour, a l though they 
p layed to p a c k e d crowds, has lost m o n e y 
and they are on the verge of bankruptcy . 
Hopeful ly they w i l l get the m o n e y they 
need from the n e w a lbum but things are 
going to be ha rd over the next few 
months s u m m e d up w e l l by Paul : 
'Sometimes I w i sh I was w o r k i n g in 
Dixons ' . 

B r i a n . 



FELIX 

Steve Ragamuffin' verbosely speaks out on... 

Charitable Fun 
B y n o w eve ryone should kno.w what Rag 
is. The main a i m is to raise money for 
chari ty whilst hav ing a fun t ime. This 
may seem impossible, but it does work . I 
feel totally justified in saying that, 
because anyone w h o turns up to a Rag 
W e e k event w i l l automat ical ly raise some 
money for the wor thwhi le charities we 
support this year and exper ience the best 
w a y to enjoy yourself that's legal . So 
what is Rag W e e k ? This is twelve days of 
events starting next Wednesday . E a c h 
event is w o r t h going to, so enjoy 
yourself, let your hair d o w n , forget a l l 
about those (erm)...lectures. 

T a very m u c h , 
Steve, Happy IC Rag Chairman. 

H o w to make a fully functioning R a g 
Week . 

Ingredients: 

Lots of students, each with... 
1 sense of humour 
1 sense of adventure 
1 monster thirst 
1 brain 
Stockings, basque, goats etc 
1 sci-fi fetish 
1 plastic bag and box of cotton wool 
Lots of work to do 
Some lecture notes (A4, any subject) 
The desire to be entertained (TDTBE) 

First, we take the cotton w o o l , plastic bag 
and monster thirst and put t hem into the 
J C R on Wednesday 14th. H e r e we 
exper ience the Beer Festival. This is the 
t radi t ional start to Rag W e e k . There are 
60 barrels of beer, cider and perries. It 
runs from 12 n o o n ' t i l l 11pm. The way it 
works is: y o u buy a glass for £ 3 , this 
carries the official beer festival logo and 
is the only receptacle into w h i c h beer is 
served, and presumably quaffed. For the 
health food fiends, there should be curries 
and burgers too. The monster thirst 
should be a l l owed to soak in a lcohol for 
any of the 11 hours of the festival. The 
plastic bag is for wrapp ing up your brand 
new Rag M a g , w h i c h is l aunched at the 
festival. The w r a p p i n g protects the Rag 
M a g from the reader, and vice-versa. If 
y o u don't have a sense of humour for 
your ingredients list. One can be found 
free, in the M a g . 

Special l imi ted edit ion 'Elephants Come 
91' t-shirts w i l l also be on sale from the 
Rag stall a long wi th other t-shirts, mags, 
mugs etc. The cot ton w o o l is used to 
wrap the student a n d / o r beer glass, to 
avo id getting it smashed. 

O n the Thursday (15th) we have Rocky 
H o r r o r Disco in the Un ion Lounge . This 
requires the basque and stockings. The 
night invo lves a bar extension, a disco, 
thanks to the Ents kids and also the f i lm. 
The basque a n d s tocking should then be 
left to stand unti l (i) the Rag Raid or (ii) 

The Mines Dirty Disco. 
Fr iday (16th) sees the Hypnosis 

Lecture. For this, take a long the sense of 
adventure and the bra in to the great hal l . 
Mar t in S Tay lo r is a ve ry good hypnotist . 
I've even seen h i m hypnotise people to 
laugh at F E L I X , or even strange, imagine 
that everyone else in the r o o m was 
s lowly taking off their clothes. The 
lecture is a must for anyone who's 
sceptical of hypnosis or just wants a 
bri l l iant night 's entertainment (bring 
T D B T B E ) . If you ' re not sure about 
volunteer ing , don't wor ry . Mar t in has 
more to lose than y o u if he does anyth ing 
naughty and he doesn't do any th ing too 
embarrassing a n y w a y . If you ' re still 
bu i ld ing the Rag W e e k at this point, let 
your bra in run free around the r o o m . Let 
somebody else con t ro l it for a whi le . 

O n Saturday we begin to get rather 
busy. W e have the Sci-Fi Marathon in 
the SCR where y o u can wa tch videos and 
play games. B r i n g a long your sci-fi fetish 
wi th y o u for 12 hours of intergalactic 
bliss. Fo r anybody who's s tored away the 
basque etc, they should come in ve ry 
handy at the Rag Raid. Th is is a trip to 
Reigate to collect for BIBIC and is lots of 
fun. It leaves the van park at 10am. In the 
even ing S C A B take over , for S C A B 
Night. Don ' t w o r r y it's not infectious, just 
the en ter ta inment /per formance people 
(Dramsoc, Rocksoc , Opsoc etc) putt ing on 
one b ig product ion . So give T D B T B E 
some exercise. 

O n Sunday, y o u have the chance to get 
out of your b ra in and socialise, w i th an 
in t e r -CCU bar night. E v e r y o n e should be 
p rov id ing a ba r re l ( including me) so it 
shoud turn out to be ve ry interesting 
indeed. 

M o n d a y plays host to Comedy Night in 
the Concer t H a l l . There are a couple of 
comics and a compere . Ents are p rov id ing 
a disco, w i t h a bar unti l 12 o 'c lock. 

Next comes the C & G U Slave Auction, 
on Tuesday 20th. So if y o u have your 
'lots of w o r k to do' ready, w h y not get 
somebody else to do it. Slaves are 
brought for a 24 hour per iod (any time) 
but must be fed and watered . If y o u p lan 
to go for any of the tastier morsels, it's 
best to group-bid, as Rugby Club usually 
p rov ide fierce compet i t ion . If anyone 
wants to be a slave they c a n sign up in 
the Guilds Office (Mech E n g , Leve l 3). 
This is fo l lowed by Exec Initiative, 
where the execs are dropped off in the 
middle of nowhere and have to get back 
to College, a r m e d wi th on ly a lOp piece, 
a Rag can and cha ined to somebody else. 
In the even ing w e have a B a r n Dance in 
the JCR, w h i c h is pretty barn-l ike. 

It's b ra in t ime again on Wednesday 
21st, w i th the Bar Quiz. There 's a chance 
to beat that monster thirst by w inn ing 
lots of beer and several other prizes too. 
Teams should be up to five people. O n 
Thursday luncht ime there's p lenty 

happening in Bei t Quad . For a few 
pennies y o u can show your appreciat ion 
of the U n i o n a n d C C U execs by pour ing 
unpleasant things over them. Meanwhi l e , 
overhead there are Aerosoc Darts f lying 
around. There 's a pr ize for the furthest 
and longest flights. The planes are 
launched from Beit roof. So, those lecture 
notes are A 4 aren't they? A t night ther's 
the super, massive, RCS Smoking 
Concert. Th is is a co l lec t ion of rather 
dubious acts. A n y o n e w h o possesses a 
sense of humour is we lcome to enter an 
act. If y o u have any ideas, see Louise 
Rafferty, RCS Office, O l d Chemis t ry . 

The entire U n i o n Bu i ld ing is taken over 
on Fr iday (23rd) for Guilds Carnival . B y 
this point, if y o u feel ve ry t i red but don't 
want to stop, you ' re Rag W e e k is near ly 
complete, however first y o u mut bttle 
through two bands, videos, films and a 
couple of discos, burgers, cocktai ls and a 
2am bar extens ion. A n y potential helpers, 
see Luc i a Clipstone, C h e m E n g II (or 
C & G U ) . 

Re laxa t ion is the name of the game o n 
Saturday 24th. W e start w i t h a leisurely 
streak back f rom Harrods: a leap from a 
truck, wear ing on ly a parachute, outside 
Harrods—it's The Sponsored Kamikaze 
Parachute Jump. (No b ra in , but a sense 
of adventure required)—see Steve Farrant 
D o C III or at the Rag Mee t ing if y o u want 
to take part). 

The afternoon has Bar Sports. So 
teams of people w h o want to show their 
exper ience at darts, shove ha 'penny, 
b a c k g a m m o n etc should meet in the bar. 
There 's also a knockout p o o l tournament 
in the Snack Bar . 

O n Sunday (25th) it's C C U time again. 
T h e t radi t ional Tug-o-War takes place at 
11am in Pr inces Gardens, fo l lowed by a 
possible Raft Race over the Serpentine 
for the C C U execs. 

A n d then, f inal ly, on M o n d a y 26th we 
have the Mines Dirty Disco. The key 
w o r d here is 'D i r ty ' . This has a reputat ion 
for being p robab ly the wildest 
debaucherous party in Rag Week . It's 
organised by the R S M and any th ing goes. 
(Except perhaps the goats, so cross those 
off the ingredients list.) So get that k i n k y 
underwear out of the closet and show 
your pervers ion to a r o o m full of 
strangers. 

That 's about it real ly, except there are 
Hitsquad (Guilds), Gnoming, Grim-
Reapery and Pint-a-grams (RCS Office) 
and Ki l ler (RCS Office) r unn ing 
throughout R a g Week . So go and see the 
respective people for informat ion. 

OT1X) 
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The Nominated Rag Charities 1990 st 
FELIX 

1. The Brit ish Institute for Brain 
Injured C h i l d r e n (BIBIC) is based in 
Somerset and is an o ld favouri te w i th IC 
Rag. T h e y are a smal l char i ty w i th a 
turnover of less than £ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 . T h e y give 
remedia l help to menta l ly handicapped 
ch i ldren , a t tempt ing to give them back 
cont ro l of their bodies, teaching them 
how to use their muscles and l imbs. T h e y 
also give help a n d advice to their families 
so that they can lead a m o r e no rma l life. 

2. The W o r l d Wildlife F u n d (WWF) 
was established as a channe l for popular 
concern about conserva t ion to create 
effective ac t ion . This covers conservat ion 
of the global env i ronment alongside that 
of endangered species. 

3. Ele-Drive was set up recent ly as a 
char i ty and is conce rned w i t h the 
protect ion of w i l d elephants in Af r i ca . 
The protec t ion is ma in ly against the 
s laughtering of elephants in a most 
horrif ic w a y for an unnecessary 
commodi ty—the i r ivo ry . Expedi t ions take 
place w h i c h ca r ry out impor tant 
informat ion gather ing and research on 
behalf of this char i ty . 

4. Quest Cancer Test (formerly Quest 
for a Test for Cancer) research into early 
cancer detect ion inc luding w o r k at the 
Gal ton Labora to ry w h i c h is part of 
Univers i ty Col lege here in L o n d o n . 
Research is cur rent ly be ing conducted 
into screening methods to detect genetic 

predisposi t ion to cancer. T h e cancers 
be ing studied include co lon , t hy ro id and 
testcular, some of w h i c h can also affect 
ch i ld ren . 

5. Leukaemia Research F u n d are 
commi t t ed to the research of L e u k a e m i a 
and related b l o o d disorders and to the 
treatment and care of patients throughout 
the Uni ted K i n g d o m . Progress is such that 
up to 60% of ch i ldren w h o develop the 
disease have every possibi l i ty of a cure 
and advances in the treatment of adults 
have also been made. H o w e v e r , a cure in 
m a n y cases remains elusive. 

D A T E EVENT P L A C E TIME PRICE 
WED 14 Beer Festival JCR 12-11pm £3.00 

THURS15 Rocky Horror Lounge 8pm-1.30pm £2.50 
FRI16 Hypnosis Lecture Gt Hall 8-11pm £3.00 
SAT 17 Sci-Fi Marathon SCR llam-llpm. £1.00 
SAT 17 Rag Raid 10am-5pm 
SAT 17 SCAB Night Concert Hall 8pm-2am £2.50 
SUN 18 Bar Night Union Bar 7.30-10.30pm 
M0N 19 Comedy Night Concert Hall 8pm-lam £3.00 
TUES 20 C & G Slave Auction ME220 12.45-2.30pm 
TUES 20 Exec Intitiative Beit Quad 3-8pm 
TUES 20 Barn Dance JCR 8pm-1.30am £2.50 
WED 21 Bar Quiz Snack Bar 8pm £1.00 

THURS 22 Aerosoc Darts Beit Quad 12.45-2.30pm 20p/shot 
THURS 22 Exec Torture Beit Quad 12.45-2.30pm 50p/throw 
THURS 22 RCS Smoking Concert Concert Hall 8pm-2.30am £2.50 

FRI 23 Guilds Carnival Union Building 8pm-3am £3.50 /£4 .50 
SAT 24 Sponsored Event 11am 
SAT 24 Bar Sports/Pool Union Bar 3pm £3.00 
SUN 25 Tug-o-War & Raft Race Princes Gdns 11am 
M0N 26 Mines Dirty Disco JCR 8pm-1.30am £2.50 
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FELIX 

Roland Flowerdew investigates the history that led to Professor 

Freedom Fightei 
Professor Fang L i Zh i , the dissident 
Chinese astrophysicist w h o has been 
described as "the most outspoken Chinese 
scientist in the last ten years", is expected 
to lecture at Imperial Col lege next 
Wednesday . (See the news pages for 
more details.) Professor F a n g recently 
escaped from China , after a year in the 
Uni ted States' embassy in Pek ing . His 
release was probably par t ly in exchange 
for the restorat ion of "most-favoured 
na t ion" t rading status of C h i n a by the 
U S A . 

What part d id Professor Fang play in 
the Chinese students' protest in 
T i ananmen Square, and w h y was he a 
key figure in the improvemen t of Sino-
A m e r i c a n relations? 

Dur ing this century m a n y changes have 
taken place i n China , the th i rd largest 
country in the wor ld , and home to a 
quarter of the world 's popula t ion . Unt i l 
the ear ly 1900s, Ch ina was under the rule 
of dynastic emperors , and enjoyed a 
pol i t ical system m u c h as is seen in 
present-day South Korea , Singapore and 
T a i w a n : economic freedom but l imi ted 
pol i t ical f reedom. 

China's c iv i l i sa t ion is one of the oldest 
in the w o r l d , but unti l the early 
nineteenth century it r ema ined in relat ive 
isolation from surrounding civi l isat ions. 
This isolation meant that C h i n a failed to 
react to the threat posed b y the rise of 
imperial is t ic nations such as Great Br i ta in , 
and it suffered in conflicts such as the 
O p i u m W a r in 1839-42, at the end of 
w h i c h H o n g K o n g was ceded to Br i ta in . 
After this point internal troubles d iv ided 
the country, whi ls t the West and Japan 
became con t ro l l ing powers . 

The last Chinese dynasty ended in 
January 1912. The Nationalist party 
attempted to unify the count ry , establish 
statehood and introduce democracy . 
Howeve r , they never had complete 
control over the who le count ry : the 
power was w i t h the a rmy a n d region was 
set against reg ion . M i n o r c i v i l wars b roke 
out be tween Nationalists, Communis t s and 
local warlords . 

This strife was th rown into confusion 
w h e n Japan invaded in 1937, w i th the 
loss of many lives and the destruction of 
m u c h of the nat ional infrastructure. The 
Japanese occupat ion cont inued unti l the 
end of the second w o r l d war . 

Once more c iv i l war b roke out be tween 
the Nationalist and Communis t parties. 
The Communis t party had the support of 
the peasants w h o comprised the vast 
majority of the populat ion, and were 
perce ived to have tr ied harder and done 
a lot more against the o c c u p y i n g 
Japanese. 

The c iv i l w a r c la imed be tween 11 and 
12 mi l l ion l ives, and ended w h e n the 
Nationalist par ty fled to the island of 
T a i w a n and p roc l a imed the People's 
Republ ic of C h i n a . The general populat ion 
of C h i n a were pleased that the 

Demonstration outside Chinese Embassy in June last year. 
Communis t par ty had come to power : the 
country was no longer in a state of c iv i l 
war , but was independent a n d free from 
foreign cont ro l . 

Under the leadership of M r M a o 
Zedong , C h i n a turned to the USSR for 
advice in bu i ld ing a socialist superstate. In 
the early 1950s, a l l land was taken into 
state ownership , and the possession of 
machinery , proper ty , farm animals and so 
on was forbidden. S lowly disenchantment 
began to set in . 

In 1958 M r M a o abandoned the Soviet 
approach, and launched the "Great Leap 
Fo rward" ; organis ing peasants into 
communes , a n d forcing t hem to meet 
state-set product ion targets. Dur ing this 
t ime intellectuals cri t icised the Communis t 
party, and 20-30% of univers i ty lecturers 
were punished for their cr i t ic isms. 

The "Great L e a p " did not work : the 
c o m m u n e system had to be re laxed and 
incentives had to be in t roduced. The 
recogni t ion that economic U top ia was 
unsuccessful d id not ex tend to polit ics, 
and in 1966 M r M a o in t roduced the 
Cul tura l Revo lu t ion . 

This was an attempt to stop the 
emergence of an intel lectual elite, and 
was the ex te rna l effect of a power 
struggle wi th in the Communi s t Party. It 
a imed to clear out all capitalistic ideas 
and thoughts, and wiped out a l l the 
previous economic achievements . A s in 
the F rench Revo lu t ion , many people were 

denounced as be ing "bourgeois" and 
"class enemies", and tens of thousands 
were k i l led . 

A l t h o u g h m a n y people accepted this, 
others began to look back and think. 
Perhaps a fr iend or re la t ive had been 
k i l l ed for say ing things against the state, 
but was any th ing w r o n g w i t h that? T h e y 
started to doubt. 

The Cul tura l Revo lu t ion ended in 1976 
wi th the death of M r Mao , and M r D e n g 
X i a o p i n g came to power . A t first he 
a l lowed cr i t ic i sm, and there was a little 
more freedom. A r o u n d 1977 there was 
the " P e k i n g Spr ing" , s imi lar to Speaker 's 
corner in H y d e Park, w h e r e people spoke 
out, and posters were a l lowed . H o w e v e r , 
people began to get bolder and started to 
crit icise the then-current si tuation and M r 
Deng himself, w h i c h he failed to 
appreciate, so the l imi ted freedom was 
r e m o v e d altogether. 

In 1979, a Chinese w o r k e r , former ly in 
the army, began to crit icise the 
Communis t par ty. M r W e i J i n g Sheng, 
described as "a pioneer in Chinese 
democracy" , said that M r D e n g should 
not be treated l ike an empero r or another 
Mao . H e was jai led for 15 years, the 
official reason being that he had leaked a 
mi l i ta ry secret to a foreign journalist. 
(Since he had no access to mi l i t a ry 
secrets this is ha rd to believe!) 

It was after the inca rce ra t ion of M r W e i 
that Professor F a n g became more 

Fang Li Zhi's release from 

outspoken, in open or semi-open 
circumstances. H e made a lot of speeches 
at universi t ies , and brought an insight 
into what was going on . M a n y of the 
ideas or t h ink ing of the students w h o 
demonstrated in T i a n a n m e n Square 
or iginated w i t h h im. 

The students were the people w h o 
open ly stated their dissatisfaction wi th the 
Chinese system. Interestingly, the 
demonstra t ion i n T i a n a n m e n Square was 
not so m u c h because of the lack of 
pol i t ical f reedom, a l though this is a major 
issue, but because of increased economic 
freedom without con t ro l l ing laws and 
effective taxat ion. 

What happened was that restrictions 
were lifted: people are able to buy smal l 
houses, to o w n corner shops, to o w n cars 
B U T the on ly people w h o can afford to 
do this are those in or w h o have relatives 
in the Communis t par ty structure. Not 
on ly this, but supplies of goods to shops 
are cont ro l led b y party officials, and go 

China. 

to those w h o k n o w or bribe them. 
A n y taxat ion system that exis ted before 

the rise of C o m m u n i s m has been 
forgotten, hence those w h o have 
influence can make m o n e y and get r i ch 
ve ry qu ick ly , whilst he lp ing no-one else. 
The party leaders still have absolute 
power , and their families make the most 
of it, a fulfilment of the O r w e l l i a n "a l l are 
equal , but some are more equal than 
others." In other words , a few people are 
in the posit ion to make a lot of m o n e y 
(and do so), but at the expense of 
eve ryone else. 

Things came to a head in M a y last year 
w h e n the iner t ia l "fear ba r r i e r " was 
b roken : the students' feelings were shared 
by the general citizens and worke r s of 
Pek ing , cu lmina t ing w i t h the 
demonstrat ions. T h e gr ievances are 
many: the people are not happy wi th the 
bureaucracy a n d cor rupt ion of the 
present government , the l o w wages and 
h igh inflation, the lack of restrictions as 

FELIX 
descr ibed prev ious ly , the lack of pol i t ical 
freedom, the lack of true economic 
freedom, the lack of freedom of speech 
and th ink ing . 

The night after the massacre in 
T i a n a n m e n Square (4 June 1989), 
Professor F a n g sought sanctuary in the 
US embassy, where he r ema ined for 
near ly 13 months . A t the end of June this 
year, he a r r i v e d in the U K With his wife, 
Professor L i Shux ian , and has since taken 
up a guest research professorship at the 
Institute of A s t r o n o m y , Univers i ty of 
Cambr idge . 

The restorat ion of trade l inks w i th 
C h i n a has been w e l c o m e d by dissidents in 
this country, because they consider that 
sanctions w i l l on ly make the count ry 
more introspect ive and isolated. Trade 
must cont inue so that people in Ch ina 
can see some of the outside w o r l d and 
tell others wha t it is rea l ly l ike . The 
campaign for Chinese democracy 
continues.. . 

Opinion: US-Arab Alliance Crumbles 
W h y d id the Un i t ed States of A m e r i c a , 
Israel's most power fu l al ly , c o n d e m n her 
over the Temple Mount Ki l l ings? . The US 
is pe rce ived as fr iendly towards Israel and 
in imica l towards the A r a b w o r l d . It was 
necessary to reassure her n e w A r a b 
mi l i ta ry allies where her loya l ty lay. 

The US presence in the Gulf and Saudi 
A r a b i a has compl ica ted reg iona l pol i t ica l , 
rel igious and mi l i ta ry problems. To a 
M o s l e m , the presence o n M o s l e m soi l of a 
Jew, Chr is t ian or pagan is totally 
unacceptable; to be wi th in one thousand 
ki lometres of M e c c a or M e d i n a , the 
holiest of M o s l e m sites, is sacri legious. 
T h e U S a rmy is the major foreign force in 
the Gulf—US a r m y men are c o o k i n g 
sausages on Saudi A r a b i a n soi l whi le 
A m e r i c a n w o m e n are free to w a l k a round 
wi th uncove red faces and exposed sk in . 

The US, Israel's most powerful and 
richest foreign sponsor, is n o w al l ied 
mi l i ta r i ly w i th almost the entire A r a b 
w o r l d for mutua l protec t ion against the 
w h i m s of Saddam Hussein. T h e al l iance is 
vulnerable : precarious enough for the US 
to sponsor its first Uni ted Nations 
condemnat ion of Israel. 

W h y does the US need this al l iance so 
badly? The U S e c o n o m y is a mess; the 
budget deficit is high and a new w o r l d 
recession m a y be imminen t . One man , 
Saddam Hussein, controls a large 
propor t ion of the wor ld ' s o i l supply. The 
crisis could not have come at a more 
inopportune t ime. Despite a l l the 
economic reasons for mi l i ta ry 
in tervent ion, the A m e r i c a n government 
must justify bo th its ini t ia l reac t ion a n d its 
escalating presence in the Gulf to the 

A m e r i c a n people . 
The i r first justification was the defence 

and maintenance of in ternat ional ly 
accepted nat ional boundaries . H o w e v e r , 
in recent weeks the US has in t roduced 
the phrase 'a new w o r l d order ' . T h e y 
c la im that out of the crisis can come 
peace and serenity to the w h o l e Volati le 
region. 

The vulnerab i l i ty of the o i l supply from 
the Gulf is not a new issue. Dur ing the 
Iran-Iraq war , the majority of foreign 
support was g iven to Iraq, w h i c h was 
perce ived as a lesser threat to the o i l 
supply to the West . It was at this stage 
that the C I A act ive ly sponsored Saddam 
Hussein's rise to power in Iraq. The 
Soviet U n i o n suppl ied arms and mi l i ta ry 
hardware , w h i l e the Germans and Br i t i sh 
helped set up its chemica l w e a p o n 
capabil i ty . Its future nuclear capabi l i ty 
(only five to ten years away) was aided 
by Bri tons, Germans , Italians and French . 

Br i t i sh relations w i th A r a b countries are 
ambiguous; they are tainted w i t h the 
effects of internat ional te r ror ism. The 
b o m b i n g of P a n A m flight 103 was 
organised by a Palest inian terrorist group, 
based in Damascus and supported by 
Syrians. The attempt to b o m b an E l A l 
flight in w h i c h the pregnant Irish 
gir lfr iend of a Palest inian was t r icked into 
ca r ry ing a b o m b in her suitcase, again 
rece ived back-up from Syrians. Syrians 
control the t ak ing and release of hostages 
in the Lebanon ; it seems that no hostages 
w i l l be released unti l B r i t a i n restores 
diplomat ic relat ions w i t h Sy r i a . 

Intervention by Europe a n d the US on 
behalf of the A r a b w o r l d against Saddam 

Hussein can easi ly be interpreted as 
imperial is t ic ac t ion . This is distasteful to 
an A r a b w o r l d w h i c h has suffered m u c h 
foreign - in te rvent ion in recent times. 

His tor ica l ly the M o s l e m countries were 
uni ted in an A r a b w o r l d a n d at t imes 
there were no borders. H o w e v e r , this was 
before the concept of na t ion and 
nationalit ies r ea l ly exis ted. Modern-day 
borders are seen as hangovers from 
imperial is t ic days. A l t h o u g h A r a b s share a 
c o m m o n re l ig ion this has not a lways led 
to peace in the region: as a lways , the 
quest for power and yet more power on 
the part of a few results in strife and 
instabil i ty. 

It was imper ia l is t ic in te rvent ion that 
shaped the m o d e r n map of the Midd le 
East reg ion . K u w a i t is a pr inc ipa l i ty , the 
creat ion of w h i c h was heav i ly supported 
by the Br i t i sh his tor ical ly. F o r a brief 
per iod in its history K u w a i t was part of 
ancient Iraq. H o w e v e r , the use of ancient 
borders as an excuse for invas ion is 
inva l id . 

Severa l weeks after the invas ion of 
Kuwai t , Saddam Hussein l i n k e d a possible 
mi l i ta ry w i t h d r a w a l from K u w a i t w i th an 
Israeli w i t h d r a w a l from G a z a and the 
West Bank. A t that point Israel was 
inext r icably d r a w n into the conflict. The 
w o r l d wa tched and wai ted . The ki l l ings at 
the T e m p l e M o u n t were a gift to Saddam 
Hussein . It put the A r a b - U S all iance under 
threat. Israel lost her b lanket US support 
and her in ternat ional credibi l i ty , and the 
first ch ink was made in the front against 
Saddam Hussein . 

Anna Teeman. 
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Mountain bike enthusiasts Colin and Liz discover the delights 

Lake District Bik 
Mounta in b i k i n g is an act iv i ty fast 
g rowing in popular i ty in this country . 
Cer ta in ly a quick survey of bikes cha ined 
up around IC w i l l show that increasing 
numbers of people are rejecting thin slick 
tyres and drop handlebars in favour of 
c h u n k y tyres, straight handlebars and 
numerous gears—the ha l lmarks of a M T B . 
But how many of these city dwellers 
actual ly jump on their mounta in machines 
and head for the high hills for some real 
off-the-road terrain? 

Co l in and I decided to do just that. 
C o l i n was a l ready a keen mounta in b ike r 
w i t h quite a bit of off-road exper ience as 
w e l l as being an exper ienced wa lke r and 
cl imber . I, on the other hand, a m (or was) 
a complete nov ice w h o hadn't r idden a 
bike for years and I a m also incred ib ly 
unfit. Gul l ib i l i ty is another of m y traits, 
and wi th on ly a little a rm twis t ing 1 was 
persuaded to purchase m y v e r y o w n M T B 
and to spend ten days pushing it up hills 
in the L a k e Distr ict . 

Despite be ing on ly a v e r y recent 
addi t ion to the vast range of outdoor 
activities, mounta in b iking 's rise in 
popular i ty has been very noticeable and 
it has earned as many enemies as it has 
fans. Because of this, restrictions have 
qu ick ly been in t roduced, on ly a l lowing 
mounta in bikes on roads and br id leways 
(which prevents them from being used on 
some of the best off-road terra in and 
from reaching a lot of peaks). These 
restrictions inc lude open l and as w e l l as 
footpaths as w e discovered on a one in a 
mi l l i on meet ing wi th a Nat iona l Park 
ranger close to the top of K inde r Scot on 
our practice weekend in the Peak District . 

Because br id leways are few and far 
between, and va ry considerably in 
condi t ion w i t h an uncanny habit of 
ending in the midd le of nowhere , we 
purchased The Mountain Bike Guide—by 
Je remy Ashcrof t w h i c h was to become 
our Bib le du r ing our hol iday . This handy 

little book describes routes and rates 
them accord ing to their difficulty (very 
s imilar to c l i m b i n g guides). 

F r o m this w e selected five routes 
ranging from easy to difficult, al l fairly 
close to Hawkeshead , w h i c h we made our 
base. 

It was ra in ing w h e n we set off from our 
respective homes on the first morn ing 
w i t h our heavi ly over loaded bikes; it had 
stopped ra in ing w h e n we a r r ived , by 
some freak of nature, on the same train 
and almost on t ime. A l l was w e l l . Co l in 
said that it was on ly four miles to 
H a w k e s h e a d if we went across the lake 
on the ferry, an ugly cable-dr iven 
platform that trundles to a n d fro across 
Lake W i n d e r m e r e all day. It was more 
l ike seven miles , and the hi l l up to Far 
Sawrey near ly k i l l ed me. It started to ra in 
again: al l was not so we l l . O n a r r iv ing in 
H a w k e s h e a d we pi tched our tent and 

went to check the next day's weather 
forecast—rain. 

O u r enthusiasm was unabated and the 
next m o r n i n g we set off o n our first ride: 
Claife Heights , the smal l h i l l w h i c h 
separates the va l l ey conta in ing 
Hawkeshead and Esthwai te Wate r from 
Winde rmere . This was the easy route, 
however the b r id l eway w e chose to get 
onto the route was any th ing but. A 
humungous log- towing mach ine had been 
through and churned up the steep and 
uneven track, l e av ing huge puddles of 
that wonderful substance w h i c h attracts 
mounta in b ikers l ike flies to a 
c o w p a t — M U D . 

If we were keen, full b looded fearless 
M T B ' e r s we w o u l d have p loughed on 
through and got comple te ly plastered 
w i t h the stuff, but we weren' t ; we got off 
and w a l k e d round . W h e n we d id reach 
the proper route, easy seemed too hard a 
description—a smooth wide forest track 
w h i c h meant a ve ry fast d o w n h i l l run to 
the shores of L a k e W i n d e r m e r e where we 
stopped for l unch and laughed at the 
people t ry ing to waterski . T h e n we were 
off a long the side of the lake to the road 
from the ferry and up the hi l l (which 
near ly k i l l ed me the previous day) to Far 
Sawry . There we cont inued onto a 
br id leway w h i c h led up to open land on 
the top of the hi l l where it became quite 
r o c k y w h i c h made the r id ing more 
chal lenging. 

To be successful at off-road c y c l i n g 
several techniques are needed to 
ove rcome obstacles such as large stones, 
logs, holes and ruts, whi le st i l l going 
forward. Quite a mean feat w h e n your 
legs feel l ike jel ly, you ' re gasping for 
breath and sweat is pour ing off every 
square inch of your body. A l l it took was 
one ex t remely fit l ook ing w o m a n on the 
same model of b ike as me to go 
hammer ing past at top speed to totally 

of mud, mist and more. 

ers 
destroy m y confidence. Nevertheless we 
finished the route in two hours (only half 
an hour more than the book said) and it 
was back to the camp site for a Pasta 
Choice and an evening d r y i n g out in the 
pub. 

The next day we m o v e d up a grade to 
a moderate r ide in Gr izeda le forest. This 
is an area popular w i t h h i re b ikers as 
there are c lear ly m a r k e d cyc le routes 
a long smooth forest tracks. Our route, 
however , avo ided these a n d went a long a 
less-than-smooth b r id l eway w h i c h took us 
out of the forest, across the top of the hi l l 
and d o w n to Conis ton Water . 

Today 's special i ty as far as the weather 
was concerned was w i n d , v e r y strong 
w i n d . A l l attempts to ride a long the 
grassy track on the top ended w i t h b ike 
and rider sprawled on the ground. 
Despite being our longest actual route it 
was fairly fast due to an eight mi le blast 
a long the road beside the lake before a 
steep boggy b r id leway back up through 
the forest and then back d o w n the road 
to Hawkeshead . 

The next day the weather took a 
definite turn for the worse : it ra ined 
heavi ly . So w e stayed in our little tent 
on ly ven tu r ing out to visit the Bea t r ix 
Potter gal lery and to cook our Ves ta 
Sweet and Sour ch icken . Y u m m y . 

N o w that our aching muscles had been 
rested for a day we were bright and 
breezy, ready 'for an eight and a half mi l e 
r ide to the start of our route, this be ing 
the Garburn Pass over the other side of 
W i n d e r m e r e to Hawkeshead . This 

month's issue of MBUK describes the 
Garburn Pass as totally r ideable if you ' re 
good. W e weren ' t good enough and a fair 
bit of pushing was required up the pass 
w h i c h was quite steep and rocky . The 
rest of the route was r ideable if 
somewhat boggy. W e were sti l l full of life 
w h e n we started on the eight and a half 
miles back to the campsite. W e w « r e 
totally dead w h e n we got there; twenty-
five miles had definitely taken their to l l , 
but we were soon d o w n at the pub 
p lann ing the next day's adventure . 

This was the W a l n a Scar R o a d (short 
version), and it p rov ided us wi th our first 
encounter w i t h ' real ' mounta inbikers . S ix 
of t hem appeared f rom n o w h e r e as w e 
were pushing our bikes ungraceful ly ove r 
some rocks. W i t h i n seconds they were 
upon us a l l r i pp l ing muscles, expensive 
bikes and shades. 'Team L e m m i n g ' they 
were cal led, a n d w i t h a br ief hel lo as 
they passed they van i shed over the 
hor izon l eav ing us feel ing a mite 
inadequate. 

The next two days were uneventful 
because one was Sunday w h i c h is, as 
everyone knows , a day of rest, so we 
only d id ten miles—to and from 
Ambles ide for lunch. O n the other day 
m y brakes fai led, so we had to cyc l e to 
W i n d e r m e r e to the nearest b ike shop to 
get a replacement . After that we made an 
abort ive attempt to re-do Claife Heights 
but the ra in poured d o w n and half-way 
round w e gave up and tot tered back to 
the campsite m u c h to m y relief and 
Colin 's disgust. 

St 
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B y this t ime the bad weather had got 
to C o l i n and he was not quite his usual 
bright and spa rk l ing self. I said 'don't 
w o r r y i t ' l l be love ly t o m o r r o w : the sun 
w i l l shine and the birds w i l l sing and al l 
w i l l be hunky-dory ' . A n d so it was. 

T h e W a l n a Scar R o a d is an o l d pack-
horse road w h i c h leads up from Conis ton 
past the O l d M a n and over a r idge south 
of D o w Crag , B u c k P ike and B r o w n P ike . 
A t the top of the pass our route left the 
road, go ing steeply d o w n o v e r boggy 
ground, a long a b r id leway th rough to a 
road w i t h a steep d o w n h i l l section to the 
ma in road back to Conis ton . This was 
definitely the best route w e did , no doubt 
he lped by the perfect weather , but it was 
chal lenging for m y new found skills. The 
terrain va r i ed from the r o c k y W a l n a Scar 
Road, to boggy grassland w h i c h is 
a w k w a r d to r ide on but makes a soft 
landing, to a n a r r o w pa th in the forest 
interspersed w i t h s l ippery tree roots. The 
scenery was beautiful and m y joyous 
m o o d could not even be b r o k e n by the 
first fall to d raw b lood . O n a r r iv ing back 
in H a w k e s h e a d w e felt w e thorough ly 
deserved our mea l in the pub. 

The fact that the next day was just as 
nice made l eav ing and gett ing back to 
the city a l l the harder. 

A l t h o u g h I m o a n of the hell at the t ime 
it was a great hol iday; ra in , scars, bruises, 
Pasta Choices , t iny tent, sme l ly socks and 
al l . Moun ta in b i k i n g is hard w o r k but the 
effort pays off; m y fitness a n d ski l l 
i m p r o v e d a lot ove r the ho l iday and I'm 
ready for more . 

Be tween us w e spent £ 2 0 0 o n the 
hol iday, most of this on food (and drink). 
C a m p i n g made it cheaper than staying in 
a you th hostel o r B & B but ten nights i n a 
t iny tent was cer ta inly m y limit . Co l in of 
course, coped magnif icent ly; his r id ing 
was bri l l iant , he never compla ined and he 
wai ted for me a l l the t ime. E n o u g h to put 
mere mortals l i k e me to shame, but he 
does have a m o r e expens ive bike! 
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Chris Riley reports on the recent Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (IMM) Remote 
Sensing conference in which two Soviet scientists out-shined the multi-million dollar 
satellite technology on display, with their revolutionary telepathic prospecting methods 
of oil exploration. 

W h e r e E a r t h m e e t s S k y 
This week saw the long awai ted I M M 
conference o n Remote Sensing at the 
ve ry unmemorab le Novo te l in 
H a m m e r s m i t h . Remote Sensing, as the 
name impl ies , involves su rvey ing a 
planet; air, sea or land wi thout direct 
contact. 

Such informat ion from a i rborne sensors 
offers a different perspective; a synopt ic 
or broad area coverage that makes it 
possible to v i e w entire moun ta in ranges, 
r iver drainage basins or comple te 
weather systems. Isolated regions can be 
mapped a n d elevations, geological 
formations, drainage systems, water 
depths or land-use patterns can be 
recorded q u i c k l y and accurate ly . 

The I M M Conference a imed to 
concentrate on Remote Sensing as an 
operat ional t echnology for the m i n i n g 
and pe t ro leum industries. The nature of 
this subject brought the f i rmly Earth-
based t radi t ional geologists into contact 
w i t h 'high-f lying ' , image processing, 
number c runch ing computer buffs. 

T a l k in the bars, exh ib i t ion halls and 
restaurants was of GIS (Geographic 
Information Systems) Raster Graphics , 
V G A moni tors , micro , m i n i and super 
computers , para l le l processing, 286's, 
386's, Landsat T M (Thermatic Mapper) , 
MSS (Multi-Spectral Scanners), S P O T (the 
F r e n c h satellite), panchromat ic images, 
false colour composites, pat tern 
recogni t ion, D E M ' s (Digital E leva t ion 
Models), M T M ' s (Digital T e r r a i n Models), 
band ratios, edge enhancements , drop­
outs, spectral signatures, megabytes, 
gigabytes and 'trilobytes'!! 

Companies exh ib i t ing at the conference 
ranged from A / S G E O T E A M (representing 
E N E R G I A — t h e Russian equivalent of 
N A S A ) to the Kent-based Nige l Press 
Associates—founded in 1972 by a former 
Imperial MSc student; all p roud ly 
d isp lay ing aesthetically pleasing false 
colour images. 

Mouses c l i c k e d and hard discs whi r red , 
sending swi r l i ng paint b o x pictures of 
art if icial ly co lou red deserts and mounta in 
ranges onto h igh resolut ion screens. 

There were those deve lop ing software 
to strip away vegeta t ion cover ings from 
images, revea l ing potential minera l 
settings and thus p rompt ing the real 
destruction of the vegeta t ion dur ing 
explora t ion! Others were content to 
develop educat ional software packages to 
teach image processing techniques to 
people w h o cou ld then wr i te more 
educat ional software! 

A l l this effort was a imed at cutt ing 

d o w n on t ime and money consuming 
f ie ldwork, thus m o v i n g towards the 
ext inct ion of the geologist! Colourful , 
glossy poster exhibi t ions complemen ted 
the flashy compute r s imulat ions. T w o 
researchers f rom Imperial Col lege; Q M 
W a n g , and N P Vassos d isp layed their 
w o r k respect ively on basin analysis in 
C h i n a and mine ra l explora t ion in South 
Af r i ca . L i u J ian Guo and J o h n M c M 
M o o r e of the R o y a l School of Mines 
presented a paper on image enhancement 
of gold al terat ion in south-east Spain. 

Other speakers came f rom A m e r i c a , 
Russia, the U K , France , G e r m a n y , Spain, 
C h i n a and Sweden . Geologists spoke of 
over-act ive pattern recogni t ion software 
appl ied to images to highl ight faults, 
roads, fences, pipelines and any th ing else 
vaguely straight. Computer buffs spoke of 
nauseatingly user-friendly GIS w h i c h 
integrated satellite images w i t h geological 
maps, geochemica l data, geophysica l data 
and anyth ing else they could lay their 
hands on!! 

B P , a co-sponsor, b lew its o w n trumpet 
deafeningly and splashed its new 'o ld ' 

green logo a l l over the screens. 
The stars of the three days were the 

Russians w h o told of their n e w methods 
for forecasting onshore and offshore o i l 
and gas. They ta lked of s imply d rawing 
concentr ic circles a round the locations of 
anomalous geochemica l samples. W h e r e 
these circles intersect turns out 
miraculous ly to be the source of the 
anomaly . These circles can be thought of 
as spheres in three dimensions—thus 
p rov id ing a depth to the anomaly . The 
cruc ia l radius of the c i rc les was calculated 
by ' complex mathematics ' ; the details of 
w h i c h were to be kept a secret, part ly 
due to the death of the leading scientist 
in a car crash. 

T h e y couldn' t exp la in the findings and 
s imply exp la ined that it w o r k e d in 70% of 
cases. Fur the rmore they had col laborated 
w i t h the famous menta l spoon bender U r i 
Gel ler in a sort of 'o i l d iv in ing ' 
exper iment b y testing his predict ions of 
new o i l fields in Siberia, Stautsev and 
Karasev conc luded their talk w i th the 
statemen 'so this method w o r k s wel l ! ' . 



Introducing 

Nigel the Biro 
Nigel the Bi ro was one of life's footnotes, 
a lways neglected and forgotten, his 
friends cal led h i m N B . O n c e upon a t ime 
he was a humble Fe l ix b i ro , but he 
became bored wi th his t i resome mundane 
existence. B e i n g used to proof reviews 
and features was no life for an aspir ing 
y o u n g biro . So, one day he dec ided to 
make a run for it. Leap ing bal l first into 
the office b lack hole, he was transported 
far away, never to return.. . . 

„UtU ******** 

r Lo** A/ 

Dear Chris, 
Sorry about m y sudden disappearance 
last week, but being used on the E d w i n a 
C u r r y article was too m u c h for a self 
respecting b i ro . 1 have to say that m y 
new life is m u c h more interesting wi th 
m y new owner . 

He's ve ry w e l l off and l ives in a b ig 
house not far from y o u . He prefers to 
spend other people 's money even though 
he's got lots of his o w n . For a knight 
bachelor , his sar tor ial taste leaves a lot to 
be desired, 1 m e a n real ly , strip and spot 
l ight ing in a panel led room? His residence 
is ve ry large, so maybe I've on ly seen the 
tacky bits. 

H e took me a long to a meet ing this 
week, and w h e n he left me on the table I 
had a chance to overhear a conversa t ion 
he was hav ing wi th somebody from the 
local counc i l . I a m so pleased to have 
such a generous owner w h o wants to 
bu i ld lots of rooms for y o u n g people he 
knows . H e must l ike them a lot, because 
he's t ry ing to keep them a l l together, in 
fact he's even g iv ing up a nice garden 
(something to do w i t h a pr ince 1 believe) 
for them. 

The nice m a n from the counc i l said that 
there w o u l d not be a p r o b l e m w i t h 
p lann ing permiss ion , and m y owner says 
he can get the m o n e y from Har l ing ton 
(the banks here have posh names, don't 
they?). I do find it difficult to bel ieve that 
there won ' t be any interest o n a £2 
m i l l i o n loan, though. Lots of the y o u n g 
people eventua l ly become accountants, so 
maybe they arrange it. 

H e wants it to be a nice surprise so he's 
not te l l ing anyone about it. So keep it 
under your hat Chris . 

A n y w a y , I have some n ice contracts to 
sign, so I'll wr i te again soon, 

Lots of love, 
NB. 

Join us for the 
FELIX '90 
DINNER 

on Friday 7th December 

7.30pm for 8.00pm 

Food, Wine & More Galore! 

Students SI8, Staff £24 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
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or in the FELIX Office 
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S p o r t 
SPORT 

Football 
IC H - 4 Kings II—0 

E v e n though he wasn't p l ay ing on 
Saturday, P Gascoigne sadly couldn' t turn 
out for IC II to solve their p layer 
shortage. Wi thou t his presence IC still 
managed to w i n , in fact rather 
conv inc ing ly , to leave Kings II w i th tears 
in their eyes. T h e y were no match for 
the superior IC team. R M u t h o o chipped 
the keeper beautifully from outside the 
b o x to give IC the lead. C G i l m o u r made 
it 2-0 wi th a close range header. T h e 
second half saw the appearance of S 
Bar ry , the fragile centre-forward, w h o 
finished off two classy team moves wi th 
ease. A biased ref was Kings ' on ly 
defence against the rampant IC. A n 
excel lent team performance was 
enhanced by debut right back A A n w a r . 

Char ing Cross II—0 IC I V - 1 

After hav ing been beaten 2-0 (by the 
4ths) and 9-1 in their open ing games of 
the season, the 5ths dec ided to improve 
their chances by impor t ing a player from 
a higher team to influence this match. 
Versat i le may be the w o r d of the day as 
Ph i l , the 5ths Captain, dec ided to do this 
right back in goal . 

Setting aside this strange lapse of 
intel l igence, they began the game wi th 
some attractive football, a n d in fact it was 
wi th in these opening ten minutes that the 
crucia l goal was scored. Initial intense 
pressure led to Nick M i l l m a n tak ing IC's 
first corner. The box was packed , the 
tension high, but the corner seemed to be 
cur l ing in too close to the keeper , and 
the cause seemed futile. 

Perhaps due to the ch i l l w i n d b lowing , 
or the impos ing character of the 5ths, the 
opposition's keeper seemed to hesitate 
and then comple te ly panic as he found 
himself total ly musjudging the cross. Ph i l , 
s tanding just beh ind the said keeper, 
col lapsed in an agonised heap, as the bal l , 
to his innocent surprise, passed through 
the goalie's hands, hit t ing h im on the 
shoulder, to rebound into the net. 

F r o m then on , IC felt justified in p lay ing 
wi th a certain air of complacency , almost 
to their regret. The opposi t ion began to 
pose more of a threat than was ini t ia l ly 
expected, and it was only some good 
defending that kept the score intact. 

Hockey 
IC Ladies 1 - 0 
Southgate Adelaide II—0 

The Imperial Col lege team was somewhat 
apprehensive about p lay ing on the 
Southgate cabbage patch after the 
delights of the Imperia l astroturf. 
Nevertheless the skills of Imperia l were so 
finely tuned that we still couldn' t stop the 
bal l or even hit it! 

Imperial miraculous ly managed to 
prevent the opposi t ion f rom scoring. 
Congratulat ions must go to the Imperial 
defence for be ing consistently strong 
throughout. 

The fo rward line was somewhat 

Badminton 
Imperial Col lege B a d m i n t o n Club had a 
p romis ing start to the U A U season, 
beat ing Kent Univers i ty at home in a l l 
three matches. Despite hav ing three first 
team players out, they w o n their matches 
conv inc ing ly w i th the loss of on ly one 
game. 

Meanwhi l e the second team had no 
difficulties whi te-washing the opposit ion— 
main ly because Kent seconds didn't turn 
up! The team, main ly made up of 
freshers, were disappointed to w i n this 
way—hopeful ly they w i l l get a game next 
t ime. 

The IC ladies also had a compara t ive ly 
easy w i n . This year the ladies ' team is a 
lot stronger a n d w i l l hopefully progress 
into the latter stages of the championship . 

The fo l lowing Wednesday IC first team 
had a close shave against the vis i t ing 
team from R H B N C . The ma tch got off to 

Running 
Imperial Col lege has p roduced two of the 
best female runners in the Unive r s i ty of 
L o n d o n this year . He len Mac in tosh and 
K e r i W a r d e n - O w e n have been selected to 
run in the W o r l d Women ' s Student Road 
Relay Championships in Osaka , Japan. 
They w i l l be w ing ing their w ay round the 
w o r l d a long w i t h the other six members 
of the U L team at the end of November . 

T e n foreign countries are represented 
inc luding USSR, U S A , Italy and Aus t ra l i a 
as we l l as 20 Japanese teams taking part. 
It is an internat ional event w i th several 
O l y m p i c athletes compet ing . 

He len is this year 's U L Cross-Country 
Captain and she was part of the 1989 

muddled due to the fact that it consisted 
of five inners. Afe r a few hints from the 
Captain, Da r r e l l and Caren w o r k e d out 
where the wings were but didn't see the 
point of using them. 

W e had severa l attacks at goal w h i c h 
w o u l d have been more produc t ive if our 
players had r emembered that it was 
hockey not football . W e w e r e un lucky not 
to score, but if the team continues to 
improve as it has in the last few games, 
there w i l l be no stopping the ladies. 

a good start w i t h IC w i n n i n g the first two 
games. The visi tors took advantage of the 
lack of concent ra t ion by IC to level the 
score before IC got back i n control , w i t h 
Reshan Jumar and R icha rd Langford 
g iv ing IC an important point c o m i n g from 
behind to w i n the rubber, set and match 
17-16 to make the score 4-2. 

IC firsts had to w i n one more game out 
of three. J in Y e e L i m and A l a n C r o w 
failed to do so los ing a tight game 15-5, 
15-17, 14-15. It was d o w n to the reliable 
pa i r ing of Bharat Popat a n d Trevor 
Ke rn i ck w h o w r a p p e d up their match 
easily m a k i n g the final score 5-4 to IC. 

The ladies cont inued their w i n n i n g 
streak this t ime whi tewash ing their 
opponents 9-0. IC men's second team 
repeated the score p lay ing their first U A U 
match this season. 

Ek iden team. Last year she bumped into 
B o n o and B B K i n g in the hote l and on 
their w a y home to L o n d o n , the team 
were mobbed in T o k y o ! 

So if this has whet your appetite, the 
trials for next year 's team start at the U L 
Athle t ics Championships i n M a r c h , 
a l though par t ic ipat ion in the current 
Cross-Country events w i l l ga in y o u 
preferential select ion. There are six 
distances to run: 2 x 7 .5km, 2 x 6km, 1 x 
5 k m and 1 x 3 k m , so there is plenty of 
choice. 

If y o u want to k n o w more contact 
He len Mac in tosh (Chem E n g 4). 
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Sailing 
T h e w e e k e n d of 3 and 4 N o v e m b e r 
turned out to be one of great contrasts as 
far as IC Sai l ing T e a m were concerned . 

Thi r teen teams from all ove r the 
country had converged at the W e l s h Harp 
for a w e e k e n d of sai l ing, d r ink ing and 
bonfire m a k i n g . The trouble started 
dur ing the first match against IC O l d 
Boys , w h o adminis tered a sound 
thrashing a n d cont inued th rough Saturday 
unti l a short, sharp s w i m led to a 
substitution in our last race of the day. 

Swansea ladies had a bad start but wi th 
a fumble at the bot tom mark by our 
second boat, they managed to get past 
and they ach ieved a 2,3,4 w i n n i n g 
combina t ion . In a last b id to stave off 
defeat the offender took a different route 
to the finish to the rest of the field; on ly 
to find himself in second place across the 
line and IC w i n n i n g their second race this 
te rm. 

It was n o w t ime for the main part of 
the day's business: the l igh t ing of the 
bonfire, the setting off of f i reworks and 
the d r ink ing of beer. 

Unfortunately we were scheduled for 
the first race the next morn ing , but a 
quick search through the bodies l i t ter ing 
the clubhouse cou ld on ly locate a grand 
total of two team members (out of six). 
Undaunted , R i c h a r d M u r r a y and H e n r y 
Nebrensky dec ided to compete a n y w a y 
after b o r r o w i n g a few people and Liam's 
late a r r iva l . Just as we were leaving the 
pontoon, we faced U E A again . T h e y had 
already beaten us the previous day, but 
some smal l battered remnant of team 
spirit pul led us together for a confusing 
hectic race that left them defeated. 

W e set off in a good m o o d for our next 
race. Swansea II had c lear ly not 
recovered f rom the night before, their 
defence c rumbled as we swept to a 1,2,3 
v ic tory . Unfor tunately the rest of our 
races ended up be ing cance l led . 

Do you need a 
cupboard?! 

A 53cm x 90.5cm x 180cm wooden 
cupboard in a very good condition; 
used for only 3 months. It was bought 
for £200, but it'll be sold for £ 9 5 . 

The cupboard is in Linstead Hall 
Basement. If you want to have a look 
at it or get more information please 
contact: 

Maha Halabi, BSc III Computing 

C l u b s 
Dance 
Dance Club activit ies are i n full swing 
now, w i th the B a l l r o o m , La t in A m e r i c a n 
and Rock 'n ' R o l l lessons w e l l attended 
and the teams t ra ining hard . W e are 
starting an Intermediate R o c k 'n ' R o l l 
class on M o n d a y evenings at 6pm in the 
JCR. A n y beginners from last year or 
people w i t h some exper ience are 
w e l c o m e to c o m e along. 

W e are ho ld ing a 24-hour sponsored 
dance mara thon for the B B C Chi ldren in 
Need A p p e a l on N o v e m b e r 16/17 in the 
JCR. Not quite as t i r ing as it s o u n d s -
participants have to dance 12 hours 
(minimum!) o n a rota system. This w ay 
we always have a good number on the 
floor. Last year we raised £ 5 , 0 0 0 . W e ' d 
l ike to do better this year , so anyone 
interested in hav ing a lot of fun for a 
good cause c a n collect details f rom any of 
our lessons. 

A quick p lug for the 1990 L o n d o n Bal l 
on December 8. This event combines lots 
of social danc ing w i t h the chance to enter 
competi t ions, even at beginner level . It is 
a great oppor tuni ty to show off your new 
steps in a l ight-hearted atmosphere. 
Details avai lable in lessons. 

W e w i l l be starting new beginners 
classes in January for a l l y o u would-be 
dancers w h o didn' t get go ing and join in 
this te rm. So come a long a n d learn to 
dance in t ime for the Spr ing Balls! 

Enviro 
The Society had its first luncht ime lecture 
on October 22, g iven by D r Shankl in of 
the Bri t i sh An ta rc t i c Survey on the 
'Ozone hole ove r the Anta rc t i c ' . The title 
of the lecture differed from the one 
advert ised, a n d we w o u l d l ike to 
apologise for this and promise that it w i l l 
not happen again . The lecture was ve ry 
enjoyable w i t h some spectacular slides. 
Thanks to a l l of y o u w h o at tended the 
lecture, and we hope to see y o u in our 
future events. 

M a n y more lectures and events have 
been ar ranged for this te rm, w h i c h w i l l 
be listed in the Society's newsletter sent 
to a l l current members . T h e list of 
members includes only those w h o jo ined 
this year, and so please r enew your 
membersh ip (£1.50) at the w e e k l y 
meet ing, w h i c h takes place eve ry M o n d a y 
at 12.30pm in the Southside Upper 
Lounge. 

ULU Gay 
& Lesbian 
The three meetings held so far this te rm 
have at tracted a large at tendance. 
Michae l C a s h m a n (Eastender's Colin) 
spoke to us o n October 11 about the 
need for more equali ty for lesbians and 
gays in Br i t a in . A question-and-answer 
session highl ighted what w e could all do 
to help this c o m e about. 

O u r first social occas ion (October 18) 
enabled new faces to get to k n o w each 
other. A n e w commit tee for 1990/91 was 
elected, and the society's l ibrary of over 
80 books was made avai lable to a l l those 
present. A discussion was init iated 
concern ing exper iences of ' coming out', 
and any lessons learnt we re passed o n to 
those w h o need it. 

This c o m i n g week our guest speaker is 
Chr is Smith—the on ly 'out' gay M P in the 
House of C o m m o n s . He w i l l be ta lk ing 
about Labour 's po l i cy towards lesbians 
and gays. A n oppor tuni ty for questions 
and discussion w i l l fol low. 

W e meet each week, as a lways, at 
7.30pm in R o o m 2D (second floor) of the 
Univers i ty of L o n d o n U n i o n , Malet Street, 
L o n d o n W C 1 . 

For further informat ion or 
correspondence , y o u can contact the 
commit tee th rough the society p igeonhole 
on the g round floor at U L U , or to me v i a 
the Geo logy department student ma i l 
here at IC (second floor, RSM). 

M a n y thanks to last year 's commit tee 
for a marve l lous job at such ini t ial short 
notice. I w i s h Michae l Phi l l ips all the best 
in Geneva . 

Photo 
Do y o u want to learn how to develop 
and print your o w n films? If so w h y not 
come along on any Tuesday to Southside 
Upper Lounge at 1pm. W e run lessons in 
deve lop ing and pr in t ing b lack and whi te 
and pr in t ing colour negatives and 
transparencies. W e have our o w n fully 
equipped d a r k r o o m wi th a l l necessary 
materials to do black and whi te and 
equipment for do ing co lour w o r k . 

If y o u are s imply look ing for facilities to 
do your o w n w o r k and are a l ready 
proficient then just come a long to find 
out more details. 
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Scribbler's Corner 
LETTERS 

Aardvark 
Dear FELIX, 

It's t ime for a whinge at the expense of 
Southside Bar ; for today I was near ly 
phys ica l ly expe l led from the upper lounge 
for mere ly c los ing a w i n d o w . 

A group from the Or ien teer ing Club 
were sitting beside the w i n d o w s in the 
upper lounge, enjoying some food from 
Belushi 's after a hard t ra in ing session. 
This was unti l a man wi th a painted face 
came and opened them al l . (Without even 
asking us if we minded getting cold.) A s 
y o u w o u l d expect the outside air was 
co ld and came straight in to attack us. 
V e r y short ly we al l began to feel cold . I 
think it w o u l d have been warmer to have 
sat outside! Due to this I dec ided to close 

some of the w i n d o w s and stop the draft, 
and the waste of energy. 

W h e n I was doing this the same 
strangely painted man (?) approached me 
to leave them open. To this I exp la ined 
that it was co ld and we wan ted to stay 
w a r m . Besides there was no one in the 
disco yet getting incredibly hot due to 
gyrat ing their bodies to Bros. So I closed 
some more windows , the ch i l l air was 
n o w staying where it should be, outside 
and away from me! I did however say 
that I wou ld re-open them w h e n I left, or 
when the disco got going. Strangely I was 
told that this was imprac t ica l . (I closed 
some more windows.) Once he 'd not iced I 
was informed that I'd be forcibly r e m o v e d 

from Southside if 1 closed any more . 
I t r ied exp la in ing in ve ry s imple words 

that I was co ld a n d the disco was empty, 
but all to no ava i l . It was the House Rules 
that decreed that the w i n d o w s must be 
open. H e also told me that he 'didn't g ive 
a shit how m a n y people we re downstairs ' . 

Is this rea l ly the way in w h i c h to run 
Southside w i t h stuck-up dictators w h o 
can't listen to reason? I don' t th ink so. It 
is however a v e r y Imperia l College way 
of w o r k i n g . 

Yours sincerely, 
Shaun West, Orienteering Club 

Secretary. 

Aardwolf 
Dear Chris, 

I w o u l d l ike to express m y complete 
disgust at the insult d i rected at the A r a b 
people and at Athena ' s racist conclus ion 
that because a person's f iame is not Joe 
Bloggs (or any other ' t radi t ional ' Engl ish 
sounding name) that he must be foreign. 

For his informat ion: 

—I am Engl i sh , born and bred 
—I have not invaded any of HIS allies 
—Bri t i sh universit ies are as m u c h mine 

as HIS. 

If a l l A t h e n a could find w r o n g wi th m y 
letter was m y careless use of vocabulary , 
then I hope he has learnt something from 

the rest of it. 
In future, I hope xenophob ic bigots w h o 

wri te in stick to something they k n o w a 
little bit about. 

Saleem Chowdhery. 

What's O n 
A N UP-TO-THE-MINUTE GUIDE TO EVENTS 
IN AND A R O U N D IMPERIAL COLLEGE 

FRIDAY 
Yacht Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Huxley 413. 
Rag Meeting 12.40pm 
Union Lounge. 
Friday Prayers l.OOpm 
Southside Gym. See Islamic Society. 
Kung Fu 4.30pm 
Union Gym. 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 5.00pm 
413 Maths. 
Christian Union Meeting 6.00pm 
308 Computing. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome 
to join in fun fitness training. 
Fencing Club Training 6.40pm 
Club training. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.30pm 
Southside Gym. 

Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and join in one of 
the most physically demanding sports ever 
inveted. 

SATURDAY 
Splot Soc Trip 7.45am 
Meet at Beit Quad Arch for first trip. 
Remember your cheque books! 
Boat Club J9.00pm 
Putney Boathouse 
Pub Crawl 2.00pm 
Meet Union Snack Bar. In aid of Leukaemia 
Research. Free disco afterwards. 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in Southside Gym. 

SUNDAY 
Sunday Service 10.00am 
Anteroom Sherfield Building. See West London 
Chaplaincy. 
Catholic Chaplaincy 11.00am 
53 Cromwell Road. 

Wargames l.OOpm 
UDH. Al l welcome. 
Yoga 3.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Kung Fu Club 4.30pm 
Wu Shu Kwan in the Union Gym. 
Boat Club 9.00pm 
Putney Boathouse. 

MONDAY 
RockSoc Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Come and hear the 
latest (beer optional). A l l abnormalities 
welcome. 
Basketball Club 5.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Men's Team. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Rock 'n' Roll Lessons 6.00pm 
JCR. Intermediate. 
Swimming 6.30pm 
Sports Centre. New members always welcome 
to join in fun fitness training. 
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Aaron's Beard 
Dear Sir, 

In reply to Athena ' s letter of 2.11.90. 
I must ques t ion the mot ives of one w h o 

is prepared to take pot-shots at both 
candidates for the R C S U President ia l 
e lect ion, but is not prepared to prov ide 
h i s /he r rea l name. 

The e lect ion could have been better 
publ ic ised, but both candidates ran 
extensive publ ic i ty campaigns, every 
aspect of w h i c h ca r r i ed the dates of 
hustings and results. A s usual , the hacks 
were the on ly ones w h o vo lun tee red to 
man ballot boxes and one cannot expect 
them to stand a l l day. For these reasons, 
the vo t ing stations consisted of a hack, a 
chair and a b lack box , the latter be ing 
the usual receptacle for vo t i ng slips. If the 
aforement ioned A t h e n a wishes to 

question the honesty of the people w h o 
counted the votes, par t icular ly the staff 
member w h o was present, m a y I r e m i n d 
h i m / h e r that this is a ve ry serious 
al legat ion a n d should be taken up w i t h 
the re turning officer. 

T h e letter d id have some v e r y v a l i d 
points; the R C S U had many problems last 
year . T o o few people t r ied to do too 
m a n y jobs, hence the academic failure, 
w h i c h was rife amongst last year 's 
officers. This had led to a poor academic 
image, w h i c h w e are seek ing to remedy. 

O n to the last aspect of the letter. If a 
non-hack s tanding for e lect ion and 
w i n n i n g means ' fucking the hacks' , then 
do it! James Briant , a non-hack, r ece ived 
m u c h support f rom the officers dur ing his 
President ia l campaign . H e was shown 

Pear Sir 

LETTERS 
how the U n i o n runs and personal ly 
inv i ted to events and meetings. In fact, 
noth ing w o u l d please us more than to see 
h i m getting i n v o l v e d w i t h the U n i o n , 
especial ly if he wishes to consider 
standing again. 

W e are a lways l o o k i n g for suggestions 
on i m p r o v i n g the U n i o n . W e ' v e made a 
lot of changes in the last couple of 
months and this has been reflected in the 
large number of first years w h o have 
expressed interest in all aspects of the 
R C S U . If y o u have any input o r want to 
get invo lved , come a long to the office at 
any t ime—you' re a lways w e l c o m e . 

Suzanne Ahmet. 

P.S. Got any spot cream? 

A a r o n ' s R o d 
Dear Chris, 

U p o n reading the art icle b y A t h e n a , I 
feel obl iged to answer in support of M r S 
Choudhery . Athena ' s sole purpose in his 
insolent article is to slag Sa leem and A r a b 
cul ture off. M a y b e he should be r eminded 
that parts of our culture actual ly originate 
from the Far and Midd le East. Is his 
article the 'Last Resort ' seen as the 
arguments a re too weak to withstand any 
form of debate. 

Yours, 
B Muratori. 

A a s v o g e l 
Dear Chris 

I was most shocked to find a 
horrendous slur o n m y charac ter in F e l i x 
881. In the letter 'Spotty H a c k s ' that 
s lagged off the R C S U it was incorrec t ly 
stated that I was in the top 12 of the 
year . This is a lie and I d e m a n d an 
immedia te apo logy f rom the letter wr i ter 
(I d id pass fair ly we l l though!) 

Perhaps the letter wri ter was confused 
since the H o n . Sec. of Gui lds was the 
person in the top twelve . 

Yours, 
Joe Fernley 
C&GU Vice-President 

Deadlines: 
Features & Clubs 
—Monday Lunch 

Letters, Small 
Ads, Whats On 
—Tuesday Lunch 

News 
—Thursday... 

Rock n Roll 7.00pm 
JCR. Beginners 
Water Polo 7.30pm 
Sports Centre. Come along and try one of the 
most physically demanding sports. 
Latin American 8.00pm 
JCR. Beginners/Improvers 

TUESDAY 
C.U. Prayer Meeting 8.30pm 
Chaplain's Office 
Riding Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. Come and see how it 
feels to have 16 hands between your legs. 
Christian Outreach 12.30pm 
Elec Eng 508. 'Who or what is the holy spirit?' 
Radio Modellers 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Cathsoc Mass 12.30pm 
Mech Eng 702. Followed by lunch. 
Sailing Club 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge. 
Jewish Society Meeting 1.30pm 
Union Building, first floor (UDH). Naomi Cohen 

from SACSJ. 
Radio Modellers 5.30pm 
Student training workshop, Mech Eng. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Amenesty International J>.30pm 
Clubs Committee Room. Weekly meeting. 
Social Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. Beginners. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Latin American 7.00pm 
JCR. Bronze Medal Class. 
Yoga 8.00pm 
Southside Gym. 

WEDNESDAY 
Keep Fit 12.30pm 
Southside Gym. 
Cycling Training 1.00pm 
Meet at Beit Arch . 
Wargames 1.00pm 
UDH. Al l welcome. 
Micro Club Meeting 1.15pm 

Top floor NW corner Union Building. Every 
week. 
Kung Fu 1.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Rowing Club 2.00pm 
Putney Boathouse. 
Shaolin System Nam Pai Chuan 7.00pm 
Southside Gym. 
Basketball Club 7.30pm 
Volleyball Court. Women's Team 
Kung Fu Club 7.30pm 
Union Gym. Wu Shu Kwan. 
Chrisian Outreach 8.00pm 
Huxley 342. 

THURSDAY 
Fencing Training 11.30am 
Intermediate & advanced coaching. 
Balloon Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
YHA Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
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Abaya 
Dear Chris, 

H a v i n g read the second letter by 
Athena , I n o w realise how mistaken S 
Choudhe ry was to attempt to reply wi th a 
sensible factual argument. It is clear that 
A t h e n a l ikes be ing cont rovers ia l and 
inf lammatory , hop ing to o v e r c o m e 
apathy. I am, however , concerned 
(honest, 1 am losing sleep ove r that one!) 
that there may be some people out there 
among your readership w h o actually hold 
such v iews . It is quite hopeless to try to 
reason wi th such people, but fortunately 
the majority of your readership are quite 
sensible people . I thought it w o u l d be 
wor thwh i l e to look at the work ings of 
Athena ' s few braincells in an attempt to 
exp la in this strange phenomenon . 

There are two points I w o u l d l ike to 
make here. First , I w o u l d l ike to 
apologise to all Greeks and admirers of 
Greek culture for the rather inappropriate 
name chosen by the spec imen in 
question. T o a v o i d confusion I shall refer 
to our subject as ' A t h ' , thus sparing 
A t h e n a the humi l i a t ion of being 
associated w i t h A t h . 

Secondly , m a y I apoligise in advance 
for m y ignorance of Ath ' s language but I 
do have an excuse. Y o u see, I come from 
an ancient c iv i l i sa t ion , and w h i l e Ath ' s 
ancestors were occupy ing c h a r m i n g cave 
dwel l ings and c o m m u n i c a t i n g in a 
combina t ion of grunts and body odours, 
m y ancestors we re already quite fluent in 
an ancient language. A la s , it was not 
Engl ish . I a m , however , m a k i n g an honest 
attempt to learn the language. This is due 
main ly to the fact that I a m studying at 
one of 'his' Univers i t ies (thus subsidising 
the Government) , and not because I have 

invaded any of his allies. O n that point, I 
don't quite see the w i s d o m in learn ing 
Ath ' s language if all I want to do is 
invade one of his country 's allies, but on 
the other hand, being allied to Kuwai t , it 
may be wor thwh i l e for cul tural ly more 
advanced people l ike himself to learn its 
language. 

Back n o w to Ath ' s braincel ls . It is 
interesting to see the warped logic in 
minds such as his. Take , for example , his 
views on mature cultures. H e assumes, of 
course, that his culture is severa l hundred 
years more mature than others. I 
presume he also thinks that it is better 
for the future of the w o r l d as a who le if 
all peoples of the wor lds adopt his 
culture. I don't k n o w about you , but I 
w o u l d w o r r y if the accepted not ion of a 
good t ime, in the world 's most mature 
culture were to be: the e l imina t ion of al l 
traces of b lood from one's a lcohol , 
fo l lowed by excessive vomi t i ng , ur inat ing 
through other people's letter boxes and 
abusive behaviour towards all people 
deemed to be of a 'less mature ' culture. 

Ano the r interesting i l lus ion in the 
specimen's c louded reasoning, is that 
who le races can be cul tura l ly immature . 
This obvious ly means that backwardness 
is hereditary. This could be of great value 
to scientific research into anthropology, 
since it p robab ly means that Ath ' s 
ancestors used to rel ieve themselves in 
the entrances of each others ' caves, a fact 
w h i c h , if ver i f ied by any excava t ions or 
such l ike, could exp la in a he l l of a lot! 

A s for Ath ' s pol i t ica l v i ews I think that 
they are not rea l ly w o r t h examin ing , not 
even in jest, because for m a n y people in 
this college inc lud ing myself, it w o u l d be 

in ve ry bad taste indeed. I st i l l meet 
friends w h o have just c o m e out of 
Kuwai t , and have lost contact w i th many 
others w h o are still there. There are 
people in this college whose families are 
still inside. L ives have been lost and 
m a n y more cou ld still be lost. The end 
result of al l this is more frustration and 
oppression of those 'cul tura l ly immature ' 
people for the sake of everyone else's 
pol i t ical and economic interests. 

F ina l ly , let us not forget that people 
l ike A t h in posit ions of power are 
dangerous. It was not so long ago, that 
they were in hysterics about the 
b a c k w a r d cul ture c o m i n g out of Iran, and 
were all in favour of Saddam Hussein 
' . . .spending his money , not for the good 
of the people, but on arms, deve lop ing 
nuclear weaponry , chemica l weaponry , 
fighting lengthy wars and k i l l i n g people.. . ' 

. Yours sincerely, 
Amin El-Choly, DoC PG. 

P.S. I a m expec t ing a reply f rom A t h , 
because m y cr i t ica l examina t ion of the 
non-funct ioning of his b r a in reveals that 
he w o u l d not pass up on such an 
oppor tuni ty to make even more a fool of 
himself. I urge y o u to cast the same 
cr i t ica l eye o n such a reply , to witness for 
yourself h o w such 'minds ' w o r k . 

P.P.S. It is quite possible that the 
specimen is quite aware of its sad 
affliction, and therefore refuses to reveal 
its true name. C o m e out of the closet 
A t h , it may not be curable, but we can 
stop it spreading. 

Postgrad Lunch 12.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Princes Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Fencing Training 12.30pm 
Beginners Training. 
Fencing Training 1.30pm 
General. 
Gliding Club Meeting l.OOpm 
Aero 266. Come and arrange a trial flight. A l l 
newcomers welcome. 
Papua New Guinea Exp. '90 5.30pm 
Meet W3/W2 (near Beit Arch). Three intrepid 
third years speak. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside Gym 
Midweek Service 5.30pm 
Chaplains Office (10 Prince's Gardens). See 
West London Chaplaincy. 
Social Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. Intermediate. 
Judo 6.30pm 
Union Gym. 
Social Ballroom 7.00pm 
JCR. Beginners. 
Latin American 8-.00pm 
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JCR. Gold medal class. 
ICCAG Soup Run 9.15pm 
Meet Weeks Hall Basement to take food to 
London's homeless. 

Small Ads 
ADVERTISE SOMETHING HERE FOR FREE. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• CANNIBALISM: The Papua New Guinea 
Expedition 1990, expanded upon by George 
'Cockroach' Beccalono, 'Fungus' Schoeman and 
Mad Bad Fernly. Meet W3/W2 near Beit Arch 
on Thursday at 5.30pm. Free refreshments 
afterwards. 
• WARNING: If you were resident in College 
accommodation on October 10, are eligible to 
vote, but have not yet received an invoice, 
you will NOT be entered on the electoral roll 
by College. To become registered you should 
go to your local town hall and ask there. Any 
queries should be directed to the Residence 
Finance Office, 2 nd Floor, 15 Princes Gardens, 
phone int 8649. 

LOST & FOUND 
• FOUND: Scarf at Elec Eng Buffet. Contact 
Martin Stevenson via Elec Eng pigeonholes, 
particularly if young, female and attractive. 
• FOUND: Black Daler (artists?) diary found in 
Southside on October 25. If it's yours contact 
Shelagh on 071-603 0374 (ground floor). 
FOR SALE/WANTED 
• LOW ENERGY light bulbs. SI 1.50 each. Ring 
Clare Smith, Env Tech ext 7204. 
• KMD 100W valve amp + homemade 4x12 
£200 Axxeman guitar processor £150. 071-228 
0187. 
• W A N T E D : 6" slide rule with case. Contact 
Tom Yates on internal 6757. 
PERSONAL 
• J E R E M Y : you salad. Take the cabbage off my 
photo or prepare to be decked. K. 
• HELP: Is there anyone from Graffiti Soc out 
there who knows how to use the silk screen? 
Please phone Felix on 3515 and ask for Toby. 
• RICHARD: Hope the operation at the clinic 
goes well. 



Manager's Bit 
r t :< .» . :< .< . n i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ D . . ™ „ . , . . „ u — * i — * ».u iw 
Dismissal 

The sacking of T o m Stevens, in a 
sudden move by College, has been one of 
the most interest ing things to have 
happened this t e rm. Not that it ranks as 
life or death on the scale of even student 
life at this place but just because of the 
monumenta l back stabbing that has gone 
into his expuls ion . This be ing backed up 
by the best bit of secret keep ing that we 
have seen to date. 

A s the headl ine suggests, it is not just 
the wi sh of an ind iv idua l that has led to 
this act ion, but the cu lmina t ion of many 
knives . It is w e l l k n o w n that the feelings 
of cer tain people has not helped in the 
salvat ion of M r Stevens and it is 
unfortunate to say the least that he failed 
in the conquest of his job. It is after all 
necessary for the establishment to guard 
against f o u l - u p s , and important for us to 
note that it is also in our interest. 

The b ig quest ion is w i l l Rob Nor they 
stretch further his employement w i th 
Col lege after his July deferment in a new 
posi t ion wi th in the hierachy. 
Rumours 

Dur ing the w h o l e business above 1 was 
te lephoned at the office to conf i rm the 
rumour that R o b was infact s taying on. 
The gent leman concerned was most 
hesitant in g iv ing his name and wished to 
remain 'an interested student'. 

Rumours are best kept to those y o u 
k n o w or least can see. T h e y are cer ta inly 
not for people w h o utter the w o r d 
'wanker ' to there f r iend/s as they are 
putting d o w n the phone. If y o u want to 
k n o w the inside story c o m e along and 
help collate on Thursday evenings. 
Challenge 
After ta lk ing to Benjamin and Shan in the 
office it came to light that Benj had been 
ta lk ing to the Edi tor of L o n d o n Student. 
O h yes I said...the gir l y o u were wi th in 
the U L U bar last night. H e looked 
impressed that I k n e w this and I s imply 
said that I have spies eve rywhere . Shan 
then laid d o w n the chal lenge to find out 
what he had got upto in Leeds over the 
last few days at a conference that he 
attended. 

The forfits we re exchanged and m y 
search began. So far I a m quite happy to 
report that things are going quite n ice ly 
on m y side of things. I have located his 
r o o m mate and obtained a run d o w n on 
half the story, and have m a n y more leads 
to chase up. 1 w i l l therefore be publ ishing 
a report on his antics next week and it 
looks l ike he w i l l be sweeping and 
hoover ing m y offices in the near future. 
Credits: 
A n d y and Rose for splendiferous w o r k 
this week on the pr int ing and typesetting 
side. 
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N/0! HE'S NOf P E A D l (THANK 
& 0 P - I ' D NEED TO THINK OP A 
W H O L E N E W PLOT! ) 

AFTER A FEW MiNores Dr. VEAL IS 
ABLE" T O 0!«frNOSf* T H E P R O B L E M : 
T H E VIRVS IS H A V I N G - A P A R T Y ANP 
R E F U S I N G - T O TURN THE MUSIC P O W N . 
" H E M I G H T 60 O N CHAMfrlNft PofLt~[ 
( N D E F I N A T E L Y ! " H C EXCLAIMS-
fWHAT ft JOLLY CLEfER PLOT D E V I C E ; 
1 R E A L L Y AM A JOLLY CLEVER CHAP') 
BUT, F O R N O W HE'S B E C O M E . . . . 
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News Editor: T o b y 
Reviews Editor: A d a m T 
Music Editor: Sarah 
Features Editor: Ro land 
Science Editor: Ian 
Photo Editor: R i cha rd 
Cartoon Editor!: A n d y Butcher 
The Team: A d a m H , Chr is topher Ri ley , 
James, Je remy, The Eng l i sh Col lec t ive of 
Prostitutes a n d al l the psuedonymed 
reviewers that I can't th ink of at this t ime 
of night. 
The Collators were: Joe Fern ley , K e v i n 
O 'Conner , Chr is ty , Louise , F rank , Luc ia , 
Chris B r o w n e , Stephen H o b o r o u g h , Ca thy 
M c C l a y , Kate Dou l ton , K a r l E d w i n , 
M i c h a e l N e w m a n , Ian, A d a m T, James, 
and Steve. 
and from last week: A n d y Butcher , Matt 
D i x o n , Sue A h m e t , Chas, 'R ic , Frank , 
R icha rd , T o b y , James, M i c h a e l , and Ian. 

Staff Meeting 1pm Today. 
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A b o r t i o n i n I re land 
This week was 'Week of A c t i o n ' in 
Ireland for freedom of informat ion and 
women ' s right to abor t ion . Imperial 
Col lege U n i o n has been asked to set up a 
sol idari ty campaign w i t h the Irish 
universi t ies and colleges in their fight 
against this issue. 

Ireland is the on ly EC count ry where it 
is i l legal for a person to 'perform, attempt 
or assist i n an abor t ion ' . In Ireland 
abor t ion is sti l l an offence punishable by 
'penal servitude for life'. A n d now, since 
1985, it is i l legal even to g ive informat ion 
on abor t ion. 

H o w e v e r , the student unions in Ireland 
have cont inued to open ly give 
informat ion about abor t ion in Eng land for 
Irish w o m e n . In 1988 4,000 w o m e n 
registered wi th Bri t i sh abor t ion cl inics as 
Irish nationals but it is be l i eved that the 
same number again refused to reveal 
their Irish addresses. A t present, student 
unions in Ireland bel ieve that there is a 
need to p rov ide abor t ion informat ion but 
they are facing increasing pressure from 
all sides. 

In 1988 S P U C (The Socie ty for the 
Protect ion of the U n b o r n Child) took legal 
act ion against the four elected student 
un ion officers of Univers i ty Col lege 
Dub l in . S P U C got an injunction 
prevent ing them from g iv ing informat ion 

about abort ion in England . T h e univers i ty 
officers also became l iable for near ly 
£ 5 0 , 0 0 0 court costs and, s ince under Irish 
law, student unions have no legal status 
the officers are personal ly l iable for this 
money . In 1989 the same thing happened 
w h e n S P U C took fourteen new student 
leaders to court and as a result they are 
again personal ly liable for further costs of 
£ 2 2 , 0 0 0 . 

If y o u be l ieve that the Irish student 
unions should be helped a n d supported 
by Bri t i sh student unions in their efforts 

to p rov ide abor t ion informat ion then y o u 
can personal ly support the campa ign by 
going to a fundraising benefit gig 
organised by L S E on Wednesday 
December 5. Posters w i l l be up a round 
Col lege at a later stage. A l s o , if y o u have 
any ideas on how Imper ia l Col lege U n i o n 
can become personal ly mot iva ted in this 
campaign please contact the U n i o n Office 
w i t h your ideas. 

Marianne Purcel l , IC Women's 
Officer. 

CITY & GUILDS 
H I T S Q U A D 
Flan your friends during 

Rag Week 

£1.50 students 
£3.00 notables 

Lecturers, etc, on request 

Call at the Guilds Office to book 
your hits 

St Mary's Annual 
RUGBY CLUB 

BALL 
Saturday 17th November 

9pm 
£10 single, £18 double 

Tickets on sale at St Mary's 
Held at St Mary's 

Formal dress 

SCIENCE, ART & ETHICS 

International scientist and poet talks about 
science and creativity. 

'Miroslav Holub is one of the half dozen 
most important poets writing anywhere' 

—Ted Hughes, Poet Laureatte. 

TUESDAY 13th NOVEMBER 
1.15PM 

READ LECTURE THEATRE, 
5TH FLOOR, SHERFIELD 

Organised by the National Poetry Society, as a part of a national tour, and IC Humanities Deptartment 


