
Rag mag banned at Keele
Imperial College’s Rag Mag has been

banned from Keele University Campus for

the second successive year. Keele

University Student Union (KUSU) has

written to the Rector, Sir Eric Ash, and

Mr Neil McCluskey, IC Union President,

complaining that the publication was

highly offensive, but not giving specific

examples.

Mr Hal Calamvokis, Rag Mag editor for

this year, said that he believed no example

was cited as none would stand up to their

criticism. He claimed that accusations of

racism were ‘ridiculous’ since neither he

nor his fellow editor, Mr John St Hill,

were of British origin. He said that in his

view the only faintly sexist joke was one

referring to women drivers.

He said that the magazine went through

a censorship committee comprising of the

3 Union sabbaticals, the Rag Mag editor

Over 100 members of the Manufacturing, Science and Finance (MSF) Union picketed a meeting of the Management ana

and chairman, the officer for lesbians and

gays and it would have contained the

women’s officer had there been one at the

time. They approved the publication.

Warwick University have also banned

this year’s edition and Leicester University

banned last year’s. Mr David Williams,

IC Union Deputy President and last year’s

Rag mag editor claimed that along with

Aston University and the medical colleges,

IC’s Rag Mag is independently produced

and as such has gained a reputation for

originality which is popular with students.

He added that this fact irritated other

Universities and they probably banned it

without even looking at it.

Mr Williams claimed that any change

in the style of IC’s Rag Mag towards

conforming with other editions would

compromise its selling capability. He said

that the purpose of rag mags was to raise

; picket meeting

a laugh and raise money.

The Deputy President of KUSU said

that the rag mag had been banned because

it was ‘racist, sexist, ablist and heterosexist

and generally offensive.’ She expressed

surprise that the publication had gone

through a censorship committee and said

that it had not contained a blue pull-out

section containing the most offensive jokes

as agreed last year.

She claimed that if Imperial did ‘clean

up’ the rag mag then KUSU would be

happy to support them. She added that

though they had received a reply from the

Rector, no reply had been forthcoming

from IC Union.

Mr McCluskey said he would not

comment on the matter until further

decisions had been made.

Ze

Planning Group (MPG), the College’s highest executive body, on Thursday. The picket was held to highlight objections

to possible compulsory redundancy for seven MSF members. Chris Stringer and Susan Sharp, IC MSF Chairman and

Secretary, read a statement to the meeting on behalf of the IC MSF.

IC MSF were supported by members of the MSF from other universities, including King’s College, Queen Mary and

Westfield College and Manchester University.

Chem Eng in disgrace
The Chemical Engineering Departmental

Dinner last Friday was a disgrace

according to many who attended it. At the

event, held in the Senior Common Room,

both academics and students behaved in

a compromising manner in front of the

guest speaker, Dr Peter Williams of

Oxford Instruments plc.

Allegations have been made concerning

the behaviour of Professor Lester

Kershenbaum towards catering staff

during the evening. He denied them

categorically. ‘It was more rowdy than

usual,’ he said, ‘but not excessively so—it

would have been nicer if it had been less

rowdy’.

Mr Rob Northey, IC Refectories

Manager, said that he had ‘expressed

disapproval’ to the department and added

‘T think that senior academics should keep

control’. He said that the damage that he

and his staff had to clean up comprised

mainly of vomit and broken glass and

certainly did not add up to £5000 as

rumoured, but he declined to elaborate

further.

Chem Eng Society has been billed for

£15 for a turntable broken during the

event, and a spokeswoman from Chem

Eng Soc said ’ I didn’t enjoy the evening

as much as last year’.

Other academics in the department have

expressed anger over the whole affair, and

many Chem Eng first years received an

admonitory lecture on the following

Monday morning.

Professor Bill Wakeham, head of the

Chemical Engineering department, is

rumoured to be very unhappy with both

the students and staff involved, but was

unavailable for comment.
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What’s On
AN UP-TO-THE-BIN-IT GUIDE TO EVENTS IN AND AROUND IMPERIAL COLLEGE

FRIDAY
PANG GHG iisissssssancccsicsasecsssseversieones 12.30pm

Southside Upper Lounge. Come and get high.

Rag Meeting.........:cscccsesseesssseeseeee 12.35pm

Union Lounge.

Friday Prayers.......scssssscssssssssscsreesesseenne 1.00pm

Southside Gym. Organised by IC Islamic Society.

Wing Chun Kung Fu........ccsccesessteerseeee 4.30pm

Union Gym. Beginners lessons.

Chrusty ‘un Bunion Meeting...........0008 6.00pm

Room 308 Computing.

Swimming Training........cccscsssseceeeeeees 6.30pm

Prince's Gardens Sports Centre. New members

welcome —all levels of ability.

Fencing Club Meeting...........ssscccesssese 6.40pm

Union Gym. Every week.

Water Polo Session........:ccsscscssseseeneens 7.30pm

Prince’s Gardens Sports Centre. New members

welcome —all levels.of ability.

Cricket Indoor Nets........cccssessssseeeesees 7.45pm

Met in Mech Eng Foyer. Bring your whites, we have

three nets this term.

1G: RaGIO Dis0 iiiivrcisdasixentesscsnnsssssvisasens 8.30pm

Southside.

SATURDAY
PiCOC ONG Gv evcssesecccscsvsveosetdoncssstitereney 10.00am

Union Building. 10am to 10pm, organised by Sci Fi

Soc. £4 members, £5 others.

Bag Collectioncciicsciciesssectssessatarerransent 10.30am

Meet in the Union Snack Bar for collection in aid of

the World Wildlife Fund in Covent Garden. Panda suits

provided.

RAFATE PEACUGO, :s0sssccccerssterecsecsresetnanen 10.00am

Southside Gym.

Wu Shu KWaiiiidaiso sscsetcsssssmonen 4.30pm

Southside Gym. Beginners Class.

SUNDAY
Chaplaincy Sunday Service............0068 10.00am

Sherfield Building Anteroom.

Whoregames........sssccccccsssessccreessesssnenes 1.00pm

Senior Common Room, Union Building.

Wu Shu KWan.iccsvsssescrssssdessesosspamnenemans 4.30pm

Union Gym. Beginners Class.

RCSU Night in the Bar.........csssseeeseoe 7.00pm

Meet in the Bar. Every week. Bring your own laser

printer.

MONDAY
RockSoc Meeting,......cccscccsssseeceerenseee 12.30pm

Southside Upper Lounge. Interested in any form of

Rock Music? Come along and have a beer.

Cross Country & Atheletics...........00008 5.30pm

Union Gym. Jogging in Hyde Park and socialising later

in Southside.

HOG Fir ceili rer eee ssshccivecsssssasevcenee 5.30pm

Southside Gym with Vicky.

Improver’s BallrOOm...........ssceeeeseesees 6.00pm

JCR. Dance Club.

Beginners Rock 'n’‘ Roll.........sscceessene 6.45pm

SCR.

Swimming Traiming........:0ccssssseeeseees 6.30pm

Prince's Gardens Sports Centre. New members

welcome —all levels of ability.

Advanced Ballroom...........csscssssseseesees 7.00pm

JCR. Spacious underwear provided.

WOPGIO PYACUCO sce ccvscsiscsccsessesseserenrentuses 7.30pm

Southside Gym.

WellSoc Speaker Meeting.............000008 7.30pm

Physics LT1. Michael Newman gives a talk entitled

‘Why did HG Wells blow-up Imperial College?’.

Water Polo Session........ccscccssssssseeeens 7.30pm

Prince’s Gardens Sports Centre. New members

welcome —all levels of ability.

Latin American Dance........ccssscssssseeseens 7.45pm

SCR. Beginners.

Latin American Advanced.......ccsssssssee 8.15pm

SER:

Medals in Ballroom............:ssssssesssesesees 8.00pm

JCR.

TUESDAY
Audio Society Meeting............cccssee 12.30pm

Union Senior Common Room. Cheap records, tapes

and videos. Order on Tuesday and collect on

Thursday.

CAUHGOG WASS i cisssscrtetesncesdastucrrtaieasts 12.30pm

Mech Eng 702. Followed by lunch.

Sailing Club Meeting..........ccscceseesseees 12.30pm

Southside Lounge for ‘Guinness and Gossip’.

Ski Club Meeting.........:scsssssssecsseees 12.30pm

Southside Lounge.

ICU Radio Modellers...........:sssssessseee 12.30pm

Southside Lounge.

Riding Club Meeting.........csecssssssseen 12.30pm

Southside Lounge.

Boardsailing Club Meeting............... 12.30pm

Southside Lounge to sign up for Wednesday and

weekend trips.

Ents Meeting........cscssscsssesssscessesseeees 1.00pm

Union Lounge.

Jewish Society Meeting.........ccccccseeeen 1.30pm

David Lerner speaks on ‘Soviet Jewry’.

Student Christian Movement............0 5.30pm

Chaplains Office, Basement Flat, 10 Prince’s Gardens.

MOOD: Fits cciccvistscictyestscuvcssscvcrnscnvorsseens 5.30pm

Southside Gym with Alice.

Amnesty Group Meeting...........sssss0008 5.30pm

Brown Committee Room.

ICU Radio Modellers........cccccccsssserereees 5.30pm

Mech Eng. Student training workshop.

Christian Union Prayer Meeting............ 5.40pm

Huxley 411.

Wine TaSthgs coccccescscaisscvcvissesvisersversnsess 6.00pm

Senior Common Room. Everyone welcome.

CONGO) CMD ii isissecscaccsscnivinsicivivstivsenenas 6.00pm

Meet in Beit Quad or we can be found in Southside
Upper Lounge from 8.30-ish. Beginners welcome.

New Beginners Ballroom...........:00008 6.00pm

JCR.

UNO igs cis Gevacrirvesieviteyccsnncesssevecerate 6.30pm

Union Gym.

Indeterminate Ballroom.............sseee 7.00pm

JCR. Dance Club

Improver’s BallroOm........ccccsseeessesenees 8.00pm

JCR.

WEDNESDAY
Sailing Club Meeting...........::cesssssee 12.30pm

Outside Southside for sailing.

PR llc cecrcs ce saeti i sclcgspnressassnyevgenvqerens 12.30pm

Southside Gym with Vicky.

WUT INGS i ocice sctsnecacrssirateasaeensergcscnrss 1.00pm

Senior Common Room, Union Building.

WellSoc ‘The Prisoner’.........s:cccccessseee 1.00pm

Union SCR lock-in.

Cycling Club Training.......cccccsssseeseeeees 1.00pm

Meet Beit Arch.

Midweek Service.......::cccssssseeeessssseerees 1.00pm

Holy Trinity Church, Prince Consort Road.

Wing Chun Kung Fu.......cccccccssereseeeees 1.00pm

Union Gym. Beginners lessons.

Ten Pin Bowling.........ssscsccsesesscceneeenees 2.00pm

Meet at Gloucester Road tube.

Wutan Tai Chi Chuan......cccsssceneeees 3.00pm

Union Lounge. Instructor Hong Chun Lai. Martial art

for all ages and sexes.

Ladies Only Water Polo..........ccscsesssee 6.30pm

IC Sports Centre. New members welcome—any

ability.

Wu'Shu Kwai niin ane, 7.30pm

Union Gym. Experts class.

FREE “DISCO Mi aii iGin tis done 9.00pm

In the Union Lounge until 1am.

THURSDAY
Christian Union Prayer Meeting............ 8.15am

Chaplaincy.

Audio Society Meeting.........cccsssssse 12.30pm

See Tuesday’s entry.

IC Fencing ClUD.....+.:00csnsornasnesreneces 12.30pm

Union Gym. Every week.

Methodist Society Speaker Meeting...72.30pm

Chemistry 231. Everyone welcome.

Gliding Club Meeting...........cccssccesseees 1.00pm

Aero 254. Come along to arrange your first flight.

ICSF Library Meeting............ccccccessesen 1.00pm

ICSF Library (below Beit). Members can borrow from

the 17.00 from platform 3.

Southside Upper Lounge. Sign up for weekend break.

Everyone welcome.

Balloon Club Meeting...........sccsccsesesseee 1.00pm

Southside Upper Lounge. All newcomers and

hardened balloonies welcome. Sign up for weekends

in the clouds.

KOOP) Fiicyicias teers sii Giieas ceed Gira nrenatt 9.30pm

Southside Gym with Alice.

GUO visiicecisevrsciauswinsiviaoascidvrnaceiaar 6.30pm

Union Gym.

Karate PractiC6:..:..:scccsssssssscisescocternisins 7.30pm

Southside Gym.

1G Radio DisG0, sccsscscsecssateestecsccstevncaes 8.30pm

Next to Southside Boar.

ICCAG Caviar Rui....ccccscccssssssseessnees 9.00pm

Meet Week's Hall Basement Kitchen. Deliver food to

London's hooray Henrys.

NEXT FRIDAY
Rag Meeting.......cccccssesecssseresseeenesen 12.35pm

Union Lounge.

Friday) Prayorsises: dicen ccvnseiiassviveiieds 1.00pm

Southside Gym. Organised by IC Islamic Society.

Swimming Practice.........ccccessseeeerees 6.30pm

See Monday’s entry.

Water Polo SeSSion.....ccccccscccseeeeeeeeeseens 7.30pm

See Monday's entry.

ICU drivers cards will be issued on

8th & 9th March 1990 between

10am and 4.30pm in the Union

Office. They will only be issued to

drivers who have passed the mini-bus

driving test. Please bring with you

your Driving Licence and a passport

size photo. Please don't ask for the

card before these dates.



Born on the Fourth of July
A filofax is a popular contraceptive. On the same lines,

calling a film starring all-american Tom Cruise Born on

the Fourth of July is enough to put anyone off their

popcorn. Trite highschool dances, Ultra-Brite teeth

and those good ‘ole Independence Day Parades: At

first sight it reeks of Jingoism.

But this film is really about the American Dream and

Jingoism, turned sour. Tom Cruise plays small-town

boy Ron Kovic who, after highschool, for the want of

something better to do, joins the Marines. ‘There’s

nothing finer, nothing prouder than to be a United

States Marine’, he’s told. This is a debatable assertion

at the best of times, but at the beginning of the

Vietnam War....

Ron survives in Vietnam for two years, witnessing

and even committing varied atrocities until he is near

fatally wounded and is sent home, paralysed from the

chest down. This is where the real fight begins: As

a ‘vet’, Kovic returns to a country that doesn’t feel

proud about him, as he was once lead to believe, but

feels sorry for him. He also finds out that he has been

effectively sterilised: Will | ever be able to have

children’, he asks, ‘No, but we have a very good

psychologist.’ His fight is to create a new life for

himself when that of his youth has been shattered

beyond repair.

Oliver Stone (also director of Platoon) has produced

an intelligent and mercifully non-sentimental film

which is bound to outshine all the other Vietnam Films

that the distributors have imposed upon us recently.

Stone collaborated with the real Ron Kovic (the film

is his life story) on both the screenplay and on location

making the proceedings startlingly realistic. At 2hrs

Trop belle
Bernard, a young successful businessman, is happily

married with a beautiful house, beautiful car, two

beautiful children and an arrestingly beautiful wife,

Florence. Suspecting an infidelity with his secretary,

she bursts in on him at work, but upon beholding the

plainness of her imagined adversary she dissolves in

tears of relief: what attraction could a woman hold,

whose form can barely be distinguished from the

office furniture which surrounds her? Nonetheless the

affair develops, and the subsequent shock-wave

threatens to wipe out not only his own marriage, but

those of his circle of friends.

Trop belle pour toi is a wonderful mix between

sparkling parable and comic tragedy. Florence, who

pleads to be accepted as an equal, is an icon of

beauty. Her life of endless admirers has not equipped

her to comprehend that at heart she is, as she desires,

completely ordinary. Colette (the secretary) however

has led a quiet life untroubled by the attention of

others. Those few who pause to look into her eyes

and wonder what lies beyond, are by nature very

different. They are the. sensitive vulnerable ones.

The director Bertrand Blier, who also wrote the

screenplay, clearly enjoys confounding expectations.

His clever use of intercuts allows, without loss of

direction, the various stages of the plot to meld into

one more concise whole. He also enjoys several

cinematographic jokes aimed at American cinema

among others, but you will have to stay awake to

catch them. All three main actors (Josiane Balasko,

Carole Bouquet and Gerard Dépardieu) give superb

performances, though Josiane Balasko’s portrayal of

the dumpy secretary is particularly magical. Her

pour tol

_ _

25mins, it is not a short film; but to compensate this

the range of characters and situations employed

coupled with the imaginative photography is more

than sufficient to hold one’s attention.

Perhaps the most startling thing about Born on the

Fourth ofJuly is Tom Cruise. His portrayal of the lead

Film

sensuous love scenes reflect her ability to transcend

physical limits, showing us a character rich in both

emotion and compassion.

In conclusion Trop belle poi toi is a love story, but

one which is neither formulaic nor overly sentimental.

It well deserves the special jury prize that it won at

Cannes in ‘89 and will lift the soul of all but the most

hardened pessimists.

Trop belle poi toi opens at Chelsea Cinema, The

Lumiere and Camden Plaza tonight.

Matthew G Johnson.

Film

role was utterly convincing and was of a quality that

few young actors can attain; definitely worthy of his

Oscar Nomination and he alone is worth the price of

your ticket. Tom, we all love you.

Born on the Fourth of July opens today.

Adrian Pagan

Dad
Well we've had the thirtysomethings and their babies,

so now its time for the thirtysomethings and their

parents. John Tremont (Ted Danson of Cheers

notoriety) is a successful businessman who is too

busy to visit his parents much of the time. All this

changes though when he hears that his mother has

had a heart attack. Dropping everything he flies to his

parent’s home. There he finds his father a sorry

sight—barely able to care for himself, reduced to

senility by inactivity. John decides to devote himself

to restoring his father to health, growing closer to him

in the process. Then Dad himself falls ill...

The film tries to mix comedy and drama, and in that

aim it is largely successful. Some of the scenes

between John and Jack Tremont (Jack Lemmon) are

genuinely moving although, to be honest, they can get

just a little too sentimental at times. The comedy is

also good, especially a scene in which Bette (Olympia

Dukakis) is talking to her son about her sex life, and

John can’t believe his ears. Unfortunately they rarely

manage to blend the two, tending to alternate

between them with depressing regularity.

Although the impressive cast do their best, they are

struggling against a badly constructed script. John

seems to be able to take unlimited time off from his

job, Jake falls ill and gets better rather too frequently

to be believable and the whole thing seems overlong.

What could have been a good study of the relationship

between parents and children has not been kept under

tight enough control, leaving the film to meander

aimlessly, obscuring the point. A nice first attempt

from producer Goldberg, better luck next time.

Adam T.

Film
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