
Government continues loans

plan as banks pull out
The Government’s student loans proposals

are expected to go through despite the pull-

out of the high street banks. Last Tuesday

Labour MPs forwarded a motion to

adjourn the committee on student loans

complaining that they had not been

informed as to how the scheme will work.

They were defeated by 10 votes to 9.

Mr. Robert Jackson, minister for higher

education, said that the banks had agreed

to pay £500,000 in compensation to the

government. He explained that now the

scheme would be administered by a

company owned by the Department of

Education and Science (DES). The two

directors of the company will be Mr John

Vereker, deputy secretary for higher

education, and Mr Tom Jeffery, who was

formerly private secretary to Mr Kenneth

Baker when he was in the DES. It was not

made clear whether the 250 staff would

be civil servants or from the private sector.

The government was accused of wasting

£2.7 billion on the scheme, as it will take

20 years for the graduates repayment to

match the expenditure on the proposal.

Opposition MPs claimed that the

scheme was now unworkable. Mr Simon

Hughes, of the Liberal Democrats, said

‘The Government has had the centre shot

out of this extremely important piece of

legislation. It is only a figleaf of a bill with

nothing behind it.’

Conservative MPs responded by saying

that the only difference was that now

students would find it more difficult to

apply for loans. Mr Jackson dismissed the

bank problem, saying ‘The withdrawal of

the banks makes no difference at all to the

principle of student loans and it makes

very little difference to the administration

of the scheme. We are well on course for

the start we had planned for the autumn

of 1990.’

This is despite the central role assigned

to banks in the Price-Waterhouse report

of May 1989.

Recruitment of staff for the ‘Student

Loans Company’ has started with

advertisements in Scottish newspapers for

a business manager at a salary of upto

£32,000.

Bar cash withdrawal
A total of £1430 was stolen from the union

bar safe last weekend. The theft was

discovered by Adrian Johnson, bar

manager, on Sunday night. The Criminal

Investigation Department (CID) are

looking into the case and ‘are confident’

of finding the culprit. They are seeking

a man to help them with their enquiries.

The safe was not forced, and the thief

is believed to have had access to the Keys.

Mr Malcolm Aldridge of the finance

department, was unsure of the insurance

situation. “The union money is covered by

the college policy—a £1000 policy on any

safe, but a basic principle of all money

insurance policies is that they do not cover

for employees’ fraud,’ he said. Mr

Aldrdige added that the College had a

separate policy insuring against

employees’ fraud, although he said that

this only covered claims between £10,000

and an upper limit. He commented that the

‘only likely place for this to happen is the

Sherfield Building.’

Imperial College Union are searching for

a new Assistant Bar Manager, following

the unprompted departure of Mr Andrew

Carson last Monday.

Imperial’s communists
Mr Valentin Ceausescu, the eldest son of

the ex-Dictator of Roumania, was a

graduate of Imperial College in the 60’s,

it was revealed this week.

He entered the college in 1967 and

graduated in 1970 with a third class

honours degree in physics. Professor

T.W. Kibble said that his memory of

Valentin was of an intelligent and pleasant

young man with a serious interest in

particle physics, though he added that this

was a long time ago.

Dr I.G. Halliday, of the Physics

department, said that his impression was

that Valentin ‘tried to avoid the politics

of his family, which was quite hard to do.

He tried to be a professional research

scientist, though not of a high order.’

The fate of Valentin Ceausescu, who is

40, is not known in post- ;evolufionary

Roumania. He was last known heading a

Roumanian Nuclear Power Research

Institute, living in comfortable obscurity

in Roumania with his family.

His only known argument with his

father was over his father’s rigid views on

Valentin’s favourite game, which was

bridge.

The expected first woman leader of the

Communist party of Great Britain, Ms

Nina Temple, 33, was also a graduate at

I.C. She entered in 1974 and left in 1977

with a 2B degree in Materials. She is

expected to be elected this weekend.
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At Stoys |

there’s always

an alternative
Stoys is all about being a bit Stoys is all about class, prestige,

different... So if you’re one of those quality... So if you're one of those

entrepreneurial types with a sense of entrepreneurial types with pretty

humour, boogie on down to your sophisticated tastes, pop into your

careers service and lay your paws on Careers service and ask for our

our alternative prospectus. recruitment literature.

Alternatively contact

Rupert Merson at Stoy

Hayward, 8 Baker Street,

London W1M 1DA.

Telephone:

01-486 5888.
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Parenthood |
Steve Martin has an impressive list of comedy film

credits behind him; Roxanne, The Man with Two

Brains, Little Shop of Horrors, to name but three.

Parenthood is a film which allows Martin to display

more of his acting talents while still providing him with

a chance to show his comic genius.

Martin stars as Gil Buckman, father of three young

children. His childhood wasn’t very happy and he

thinks his own father was lousy at being a parent. Gil

had determined to be a better father to his children

but finds that despite all his efforts, his children still

have problems.

Gil’s father, Frank, thinks that his days of parenting

are over until the return of Larry, his youngest child

and the black sheep of the family. Larry is into get-

rich-quick schemes and is forever having to be bailed

out of trouble. When he returns he brings with him,

much to everyone's surprise, his son Cool.

Gil’s older sister, Helen, is a divorcée struggling to

bring up two teenage children on her own as well as

coping with the demands of work. Her sixteen. year

old daughter seems to want to grow up too quickly

while she cannot communicate at all with thirteen

year old Garry (Leaf Phoenix) who is feeling rejected

by his father.

The younger sister Susan and her husband Nathan

(Rick ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ Moranis) have one child

Patti for whom they have great hopes. She has karate

lessons, French lessons and reads Kafka—and she is

only three years old.

The film, while concentrating more on Gil and his

problems is essentially about the whole of the

Buckman family, all four generations, including

Grandma—a typical fictional granny, and dithering,

Miss Marple-like old lady, whose ramblings at first

seem meaningless but really offer sound advice. She

relates a fairground anecdote from her youth

comparing life to a roller coaster and a merry-go-

round. An admirable idea, but a little clichéd perhaps.

Earth Girls Are Easy

Three aliens are flying over earth in a spaceship when,

as a result of trying to ogle earth women, they

crashland in a backyard swimming pool. Their ship

needs repairing so they have to stay on earth for a

day or two. Sounds corny? Don’t worry, it gets worse.

The film starts off with Val (Geena Davis) being

increasingly dissatisfied with her fiancé, Ted, and

finally throwing him out when he brings another

woman home thinking Val’s away. The ensuing song

she sings while she thrashes the house is rather

monotonous and totally unnecessary, adding nothing

to the plot. It merely serves to demonstrate, as does

an earlier song and dance routine how unsuccessful

this film is as a musical.

The aliens look like multicoloured gorillas and act

like them too, especially when they go into her house

for the first time.

Val takes them to the beauty salon where she

works, and asks her friend to try to make them look

more human. After momentary hysteria Candy does

so and Mac (Jeff Goldblum), Wiploc and Zebo emerge

as three good looking young men. A nice touch is that

Zebo is found to be black.

inevitable, wasn’t it?) but when his ship is repaired

he will have to go back to his planet, Jhazzala...

The plot, if rather hackneyed, did, | feel, have

potential, but it has been wasted. The film never

seems to go anywhere—one has the feeling that all

the plot elements are incidental—and there is no sense

of satisfaction at the end.

There are a couple of interesting details—for

example the size differential—a neat way of solving

the problem of an apparently large spaceship landing

in a small backyard swimming pool. There is a device

inside the ship for scaling the aliens up (or down) to -

the appropriate size.

Of course all the old clichés are here, the car chase

(the monotony of which is only relieved by the humour

of Jim Carry as Wiploc) the aliens able to mimic every

sound perfectly, the hair breadth escape and the love

affair between an earthling and an alien.

Merely a formula film which doesn’t deserve the

title of ‘science-fiction’.

JAY.

Soon Val and Mac start falling in love (well it was

Parenthood has a good story line and the subject

material is dealt with competently—it has its

moments, some, (intended to be _ funny)

embarrassingly cringesome, others rather amusing.

Although humourous the film has a serious side. It is

just a pity its overall effect is spoilt by a rather weak

ending, full of marriages, happy-ever-after couples and

multitudes of babies.

JAY.

Last Exit to

Brooklyn
Hubert Selby Jr wrote a novel in the 60s which

shocked the world. It was the source of an obscenity

trial which ensured its infamy. This film goes a long

way towards continuing that reputation.

Set in Brooklyn in the 1950s the film looks at the

lives of the strike communityand their social fall from

grace. Tackling strike leader Harry Black’s (Stephen

Lang) realisation of his homosexuality, the film

portrays his embezelment of union funds and

subsequent downfall. Discovered molesting a boy on

the street, Harry is brutally beaten up.

What sets this film apart is its refusal to tone down

such scenes. In the case of local prostitute, Tralala

(Jennifer Jason Leigh) her sad demise ending in a gang

rape is protrayed in all its hideous detail.

The film cuts between these stories as well as a

local family’s shotgun wedding and christening and

the homosexual affairs of the local transvestite

population. If you are easily shocked this film is not

for you. If you are not, at the least you will leave

feeling disturbed. With a good film score by Mark

Knopfler, this could be the nominee for a number of

Oscars, it is expected to face tough cornpetition,

however, from Tom Cruise’s performance in Born on

the Fourth of July, later this year.

DS.

Want to review

® Exotic theatre?

® Hot films?

® Horny music?

Ask for Adam T, Toby or

Del in the FELIX Office
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