
ACT UP beaten up
Yesterday lunchtime saw the first

demonstration by the group ACT UP

LONDON (The AIDS Coalition To

Unleash Power). The group has been

formed to protest at social and political

discrimination against sufferers of

AIDS.

Some 40 protesters gathered on

Whitehall outside Richmond House, the

headquarters of the DSS. The majority

of the protesters were young

homosexuals and other high risk

individuals worried about their future

in society should they contract the

disease. The main thrust of the protest

was against the reforms to the Social

security benefits, which severely

disadvantage sufferers of terminal

illnesses. Since the reforms those

unable to work through long term

illness are only entitled to income

support of £24 per week. Independent

medical advice recomends a diet for

AIDS sufferers costing £30 per week.

Despite a heavy Police presence,

including 8 mounted officers, the

demonstration was peaceful. A

spokesman for ACT UP told FELIX

‘*The demo was very sucessful but the

Police acted like shits as usual.’’ The

only trouble occurred early in the

protest when traffic by the Cenotaph

was blocked. Following this incident 3

protesters lay down on the pavement to

cause an obstruction. They were

removed to Bow Street Police station

pending charges. Witnesses reported

that the Police had been extremely

violent in removing the protesters. One

-man was kicked in the groin and a girl

had her face ground into the pavement.

One protester told FELIX afterwards

that when he complained to a WPC

Union to protest
Imperal College Union (ICU) will hold

an Extraordinary General Meeting on

Tuesday 17th October at 1pm in the

Junior Common Room.

The meeting is to discuss action

concerning student loans. The House of

Commons is to discuss the bill on

Friday 20th October. Union President,

Neil McCluskey, intends to ask students

to contact their own MPs and to make

appointments to see them to argue

against the introduction of such loans.

IC Union hopes to arrange a lobby

of Parliament next Thursday with the

London branch of the National Union

of Students (NUS) sending a delegation

of students on Friday to talk to MPs.

The University of London Union

(ULU) will not be taking part as a

whole, though members will be

involved.

The NUS will be taking buses of

students up to Manchester to support

demonstrations there, under the title

‘Fight for the Right to Study’ on 18th

October. On October 19th NUS

(National) will be presenting a petition

to MPs at Westminster. A ‘Loans Week

of Action’ will be organised for

November 6th until November 10th.

NUS hope to set up an ‘Education

Shutdown’ on November 16th after

negotiating with trade unions.

On November 29th the NUS aim to

organise a march through central

London, from the ULU building in

Malet Street to the Imperial War

Museum. The march is still subject to

Police approval.

Most London colleges are supporting

the NUS lobby on the 19th. Carol

Hinbest, Vice President for Welfare at

Queen Mary’s College, said she would

write to academics at her college asking

them to write to their MPs opposing the

loans. The principal of Queen Mary’s

is to write a letter opposing loans to

students’ parents.

The Polytechnic of Central London

is mounting a “Loan Busters’ campaign

to gain media attention.

City University is supporting the

NUS (London) lobby of Parliament on

the 19th. They may support the NUS

national demonstration on November

29th if it goes ahead. The NUS is in the

process of deciding whether to hold a

strike at further education colleges in

the future. Pickets of colleges may be

a possibility, said a spokesman. The

NUS will hold demonstrations and

marches near the time of the Queen’s

Speech in November, when the Queen

will state the Government’s legislation

involved that she didn’t need to treat

them like animals she replied ‘Animals

don’t take it up the arse, do they?’

The meeting broke up peacefully by

about 2pm and the protesters dispersed

to avoid aggravating the Police. More

action is planned by the group in the

future including a picket of the

Australian embassy to protest at the

country’s introduction of random HIV

testing.

on loans
diary for the next Parliamentary

session, which will include the Student

Loans Bill.

The Rector of Imperial College,

Professor Eric Ash, told FELIX that he

felt grants ‘wholly paid for by the State

are no longer tenable’ and that the

‘erosion of that idea was inevitable’. He

went on to say that details on student

loans were not known and that he could

not ‘shoot at a vague target’. He added

that the loans proposal ‘helped too

little’.

On being asked whether he would

take action similar to the principal of

Queen Mary’s College Professor Ash

said he had ‘not so far thought of that;

I think the greater attack on the

educational system is that of fees’. The

Committee of Vice Chancellors and

Principals eventually approved the idea

of introducing student fees in the future,

though Professor Ash voted against this

saying this idea was ‘diverging from

Europe.’ Education in this country

would become too expensive for

students because of their having to pay

their own fees, and they would, for

instance, choose to ‘study in Paris’, he

added.

Issue 845

Friday 13th October |



THEY SEEMED TO BE
GETTING ON QUITE WELL!

OH DEREKIISN'T as
COLLEGE WONDERFUL FASCINATING,

FANCY A KEBAB?

YES INDEED! THE FRESHERS
_BALL WAS SUCH FUN.

SO DEREK SENT OFF FOR PRESSPASS
AND WAS SOON POPPING INTO HIS

LOCAL NEWSAGENTS WITH HIS SPECIAL

HI, lM DEREK! WHAT

RE YOU STUDYING?

DEREK WAS HAPPY TO BE AT COLLEGE,
EVEN MORE SO WHEN HE FIRST MET

DEBBIE IN THE REFECTORY.

DEREK, THIS CALLS FOR PRESSPASS!

YOU'LL BE ABLE TO GET THE TIMES §

FOR 1/2 PRICE EVERY DAY. TRUST ME!! § 3

THE SMOOTHIE THIRD YEAR SOCIOLOGY :
STUDENT WOWED HER WITH HIS ALL-ROUND

KNOWLEDGE, DEREK WAS DEJECTED.
VOUCHERS. HE WAS ASTONISHED AT HOW |

UICKLY THE TIMES TAUGHT HIM ALL
HERE IS TO KNOW ABOUT HISTORY,

PHYSICS, CURRENT AFFAIRS, GEOGRAPHY,
ga SPORT ETC.

__OHLOOK!IT’S THE

INTELLECTUAL MIDGET!!

CRIKEY! GETTING THE

TIMES FOR 1/2 PRICE IS
CERTAINLY EASIER

THAN WEARING YOUR

FINALLY HE WAS READY
UNDERPANTS ON

YOUR HEAD!!! ° TO CONFRONT HIS
ADVERSARY!!!

If you’re a student in full-time

education give yourself a bit of intellectual clout and

get The Times at half-price everyday. Simply complete and

send off the coupon below and you'll receive a book of

PRESSPASS vouchers which you can exchange at your local

yy WITH THE HELP OF
SOMETHING ELSE HE’D

.j | LEARNED TO USE BY

READING THE TIMES. .

AAARGH!!! al

-— ia =

newsagents for half-price copies of The Times,

saving I5p a day or almost £50 a year. Students generally

find it’s the best way to make sense of the world as we know

it, win friends, influence people and get

all the girls (or boys).

lam a student in full time/part time education and wish to participate in THE TIMES
PRESSPASS STUDENT DISCOUNT PLAN. Please send me my personal Voucher Book
which | agree not to transfer and to use exclusively for the purchase of The Times.

SIGNATURE DATE / / ir

Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss) Forenames Ri
(BLOCK CAPITALS) :
Term Time Address :

Postcode ‘ "

Place of Study Course of Study Year of Study ‘ \

Home Address: lé
Postcode =

Age S252 BP Ge contact

Simply cut out this coupon and send to: The Times Presspass, FREEPOST, Birmingham B33 8BR. Offer only valid in U.K.



Armageddon days are here

The last few months have seen the release of two

videos from those ageing hippies of the 70’s Pink

Floyd.

The Delicate Sound of Thunder is the visual follow-

up to the album of the same title released last year.

Not surprisingly the soundtrack, if not slightly

tampered with, is virtually identical.

Several tracks on this video are not present on the

album and this will serve to encourage all Floyd fans

searching for the definitive live Floyd collection to buy.

The quality of this video is excellent. Shot on 35mm

film and recorded on 48 track digital stereo, the film

sadly loses something in the transfer to video format.

Despite this, there is a troublesome lack of interaction

between the band and the crowd. What is more

worrying is the real lack of true representation of the

stunning light show. The band was quoted as saying

“The fans come to see the light show not us’’, so why

are we subjected to overlays of Dave Gilmore's ugly

mug upon the megawatt lighting show?

Despite this there is no mistaking the true quality

of this product. At £11.99 this is a-bargain buy for

any Floyd fan. It would have been nice though if the

true atmosphere of the gig had been extracted

especially as 200+ cameras were used.

Released last month on the Channel Five label is the

long awaited budget video release of Alan Parker's

film adaptation of Pink Floyd’s The Wall.

This film is, to say the least, shocking! We are

treated to 100 minutes of visually nightmarish and

gruesome scenes coupled with the powerful and, at

times suicidal, music of Floyd.

In many ways autobiographical of Roger Waters’

life, the central character is Pink played by Bob

Geldoff. Sitting in an armchair watching the war film

Dam Busters, our hero reflects on his life: losing his

‘father in the war, being overprotected by his mother,

losing his wife to a CND activist and finally his total

hatred of the rock business and all that it stands for.

He then loses himself down a spiral stairway to

insanity becoming the leader of a totalitarian state

disturbingly similar to George Orwell's 1984 and Nazi

Germany, with two hammers crossed in defiance

replacing the swastica.

Mind Bomb is the third offering from The The in little

less than a decade. For this album Matt Johnsone has

chosen to go for the more traditional, band image with

ex-Smiths guitarist Johnny Marr joining the band.

For anybody who is familiar with the previous

albums, Soul Mining and Infected, the musical style

is unmistakeable. The most noticeable thing is the fact

that the album is listenable and truly easy on the ears.

Many of the tracks are cleverly mixed so that they

follow well, clearly a great deal of work has been put

into sound engineering.

If any one track were to stand on its own it would

be Armageddon Days are Here Again which is the

latest single release. Written a week before the

Salman Rushdie affair, the track is true prophecy

indeed. A definite anti-religious stab is felt from this

song, which is, without doubt, a lyrical masterpiece.

The other tracks hold their own with some

extremely clever use of instruments especially the

piano on Kingdom of Rain and August and September.

The album ends in typical Matt Johnsone fashion

with a heart felt piece called Beyond Love where some

very clever guitar work, similar in style to Marillion’s

Steve Rothery, combines with powerful vocals to

remind us that all is not well in the human jungle.

Essential listening for all The The fans and anybody

who appreciates innovative rhythms and powerful

lyrics. The thinking man and woman's pop.

N.E.M.L.

Delicate sound of depression
The final scenes see Pink having to face himself at

a trial charged with showing human emotions, where

spectres of his past teacher, wife and mother try him.

The animation is directed by Gerald Scarfe. Since

gruesome is the best word to describe this film it is

not for the faint hearted and should be watched at

your own peril. Essential viewing for all drug addicts

and anybody who likes being depressed to the limits

of human emotion.

N.E.M.L.
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