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Leicester threaten 
legal action 
Leicester Students U n i o n have 
compla ined to the C o m m i s s i o n for 
Racial Equality over the 'offensive' 
nature of Imperial College U n i o n ' s 
R a g M a g . A c c o r d i n g to the 
Commiss ion Leicester have grounds 
for private prosecution under the 
Race Relations A c t . 

S imilar complaints have been 
v o i c e d b y K e e l e U n i v e r s i t y ' s 
Students U n i o n w h o have writ ten 
to the Nat ional U n i o n of Students 
( N U S ) , N U S L o n d o n a n d the 
Univers i ty of L o n d o n U n i o n ( U L U ) 
asking for action to be taken. 

The Staf fordshire A r e a N U S 
C o n v e n o r , John Rushton has since 
written to Imperial's Rag M a g Editor 
e x p r e s s i n g h is d isgus t at the 
contents of the Rag M a g and at the 
Edi tor ' s ' N a i i v e a n d immature 
approach' to 'fellow human beings'. . 

Keele University have also written 
to the Editor point ing out that 
Imperial College Rag w o u l d not be 
welcome to sell mags at Keele 
Univers i ty again. 

The letter complained that the 
publication was of a 'sick' nature 
and 'blatently offensive' . It claims 
that the I C U Rag M a g Sellers started 
at a 'Ridiculously early h o u r ' , and 
did not ask K U S U permission to sell 
the mag in the U n i o n bui ld ing . It 
highlights as offensive, 19 sexist, 12 
hetrosexist, 9 racist, 3 ableist, 3 anti 
aids jokes, and 3 jokes against 
victims of chi ld abuse. 

The Rag M a g Editor told FELIX 
that the mag was egalitarian i n its 
offensiveness. H e also pointed out 
that rag had made £82 from its sale 
at Keele and had sold a copy to the 
K U S U President, who d id not try to 
stop them from selling further 
copies. ' 

The Editor maintains he started 
selling at 9.30am and said that he 
expected some negative reaction. H e 
pointed out that a similar reaction 
had fo l lowed the publication of the 
1984/85 mag w h i c h contained jokes 
about dead babies and the Bradford 
fire disaster. 

'We are not in the N U S and they 

have no jurisdiction over us 
said. 

W h e n in terv iewed by FELIX 
yesterday, Imperial's Rag Chairman 
commented 'I don ' t think our rag 
mag is any more offensive than any 
other rag mag. I think its an over 
reaction - nobody is forced to buy 
rag mags. ' 

diversity of London Union 
(UT&T^/'resident, Ruth Benzimra 
told FELIX that she had recieved 
complaints from the NUS and from 
Leicester University. She said that 
she was liasing with IC Union 
President Nigel Baker concerning 
the mag but pointed out that it was 
a matter for Imperial College Union. 

see back page for story 

Protesters display their anger over student loans 

RHBNC off 
The Rector, Professor Eric A s h 
announced on Wednesday that the 
proposed merger of IC and Royal 
Hol loway and Bedford N e w College 
( R H B N C ) was no longer feasible. 

Speaking to a meeting of the 
A c a d e m i c Staff A s s e m b l y , he 
commented that it was 'not just 
shelved' , but he considered it to be 
'dead ' . H e concluded that it was 
both the logistic problems and the 
lack of staff support which had 
prevented the merger's completion. 

The w o r k i n g party which had 
been set up to c o n s i d e r the 
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feasibility, initially concluded i n 
favour of a merger set for 1993, first 
reported in F E L I X o n February 3rd, 
but after further study announced 

' itself to be no longer i n favour of a 
merger . The Universit ies F u n d i n g 
C o u n c i l h a d p u s h e d for the 
complet ion of the merger, but 
according to Professor A s h , it was 
unwi l l ing to provide the finance that 
was required. 

The initial report stressed that the 
longer term advantages of a merger 
w o u l d outweigh the short-term 
disadvantages, but the difficulty of 
expansion o n Royal H o l l o w a y a n d 
Bedford N e w College's Egham site 
w o u l d seem the main reason that 
the proposal to merge has been 
dropped . 

Heads of Departments, at IC and 

continued on back page 
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Letters 

Loans anger 
Dear Bill, 

F o l l o w i n g last Saturday's mass march through 
L o n d o n I feel it is time to assess the effectiveness 
of the current campaign against loans. So far, the 
main form of protest has been polite lobbying and 
encouraging students and parents to write letters 
to their M P s . 

It is a great shame that the anger and depth of 
feeling that existed fol lowing the disturbances on 
Westminster Bridge was not chanelled into 
further mass demonstrations. This form of action 
is the most important weapon we have and with 
it lies o u r only chance of defeat ing the 
government. 

Saturday's demonstration gave an indication 
of the number of students prepared to march, but 
unfortunately their action was wasted u p o n 
tourists and policemen. What is needed now are 
demonstrations on a similar scale, but dur ing the 
week. By doing this our existence wi l l be brought 
home to those large numbers of people w h o are 
at present ignorant of the problem. 

U n t i l this happens students' demands w i l l 
never be taken seriously and the chorus of 
disapproval w i l l once again be ignored. 

Yours sincerely, 
Martin Dixon, Life Sci 3. 

Distressed 
Dear Bill, 

O n behalf of Imperial College Conservative 
Society I should like to respond to your leading 
story and editorial regarding one of our members, 
M r D y l a n James. 

O n 13/12/89 practically all of the publicity we 
had produced for our Angela Rumbold speaker 
meeting disappeared. Since many of them were 
replaced by S W S S posters it seemed fairly 
obvious what had happened. 

Therefore it does not surprise me that a rather 
over-zealous first year was on the look out for 
any illegal lef t -wing posters. M r James made a 
mistake and regrets tearing d o w n a legitimate 
U n i o n poster. 

That said, there are some far more serious 
aspects to this rather chi ldish fiasco. Firstly, 
Consoc does not have, and never has h a d , a 
policy of r i p p i n g d o w n our opponents publicity. 
To engage i n tit-for-tat activity w o u l d lower us 
to the level of S W S S w h i c h is not very h i g h in 
most people 's op in ion . W e are a w e l l oi led and 
efficient society w i t h many events for our 
members. 

W e are very distressed at h o w apathetic most 
students at IC are. W e w o u l d love to come and 
l isten to a top Labour M P putt ing a case against 
government pol icy. But the left w i n g at IC is so 
badly organised, this never happens. W e have 
no incentive for trying to stop a suitable 
opposi t ion being built u p . 

Next I s h o u l d like to say h o w appalled I was 
that M r James has been both verbally and 
physically threatened. O n the evening of 23/2/89 

a note appeared on M r James' bedroom door 
saying 'Red or D e a d — S W P ' . This is frankly 
unacceptable. It is the job of I C U Disciplinary 
Committee to decide M r James' fate. It is typical 
of SWSS/SWP to resort to violence and abuse. 
O n e only has to recall the Battle of Westminster 
Bridge, the Nurses Strike and many other recent 
situations when the S W P has hijacked a perfectly 
legitimate dispute. 

Your suggestion that M r James tore d o w n 
ninety S A L posters is outrageous unless y o u can 
produce some evidence to back this u p . 
Furthermore your implication that every member 
of Consoc engages in such activity is equally out 
of order. 

Yours sincerely, 
Al Roberts (DoC 3), Chairman Consoc. 

The grapes of 
wrath 
Dear Bill, 

A decision has been made by the U F C to no 
longer subsidise the buying of wine for the Wine 
Tasting Society. This decision is based on a ruling 
made several years ago not to subsidise clubs for 
the purchase of food and drink. A t that time the 
Real Ale Society's grant was cut, however the 
Wine Tasting Society's was not. The reason for 
this was the fundamental difference in the 
aspirations of the two Societies. Wine tasting is 
not a Society for piss-heads—not w i t h one bottle 
shared between 16 to 20 people. W e exist to 
educate our members and develop their palates 
whilst g iving them a chance to experience wine 
which many students (and indeed many salaried 
people) could never afford. The price of a quality 
bottle of wine varies from £5 to over £100, so 
without a subsidy the Society w o u l d have no 
opt ion but to fo ld . 

O n e of the major activities through the year is 
to train a team for the inter-university b l ind 
tasting competit ion. To date Imperial College 
have w o n this so often we actually retained the 
trophy two years ago for four consecutive w i n s . 
The team is trained by having experts and 
masters of wine f rom the trade coming along to 
lecture on wines from all over the'world. We also 
have b l ind tasting competitions throughout the 
year to practice for the competition. Another area 
of success is i n the M c C a l l a n malt whiskey b l ind 
tasting. We therefore enjoy a high reputation with 
people in the trade. 

W e seem to be left w i t h no solution but to put 
our case to C o u n c i l in the hope that this 
s e e m i n g l y u n i n f o r m e d d e c i s i o n w i l l be 
overturned. We are not asking for special 
attention, W i n e Society has a large membership 
and should survive to provide an outlet for the 
interest many students have for the subject. 

Emma Simpson, 
Fiona Erne 
Claire Rulkin 
Nick Battesby 
Sam O'Loughlin 

Compromise 
vaunted 
Dear Bill, 

I was appalled at Nei l Motterams opinion article 
in issue 829, entitled 'St M a r y ' s N o Thanks ' . In 
the article, he showed incredible selfishness: his 
attitude is 'We're alright, so why should we 
compromise to merge wi th M a r y ' s ? ' . 

True, St M a r y ' s have their o w n identity and 
independence. They w o u l d keep it as a C C U of 
IC U n i o n . O u r three current C C U s have their 
o w n Rag, clubs, U G M s , policies, sports teams, 
social events and mascotrv, and the St M a r y ' s 
C C L w o u l d have the same. 

1 dispute the claim that St M a r y ' s w o u l d have 
a disproportionate weight ing i n (their) favour ' 
on C o u n c i l . A s a C C U they w o u l d have five 
representatives on a Counci l of 55—one e'eventh. 
By coincidence, their 500 students are one 
eleventh of the 5,500 at IC. This is hardly 
disproportionate. 

H a v i n g read the minutes and proposals of the 
I C U / S M H M S S U merger working party, I've seen 
no demands to restrict FELIX , to h o l d half of the 
I C U U G M s in Paddington, or to give St M a r y ' s 
one third of the seats on C o u n c i l . Perhaps N e i l 
should state his sources here. 

Mavbe we could force M a r y ' s to merge by 
taking control of their finances. I doubt it: if we 
don't merge w i t h i n four years, College w i l l 
s imply force merger u p o n us, w h i c h is sure to 
be damaging to both Unions . A n y w a y , does the 
fact that we could do this mean that we should? 
1 don't think so. 

Name loitheld by request 

Holbein house 
of horror 
Dear Bill, 

A s I was browsing through FELIX last week I 
noticed a few references to a so-called society 
RIP(?)Soc. It mentioned something about the new 
breed of Holbe in deviants and as a resident in 
H o l b e i n I have not iced a few unnatura l 
occurences. Large l u m p y black plastic bags seern 
to be strewn over a few staircases; can someone 
investigate? I haven't seen my roommate for quite 
some time, although I have my suspicions that 
he is the th i rd l u m p y black plastic bag on the 
staircase of House B l . I am terrified that I may 
be next. I no longer leave my room door unlocked 
as several times dur ing the f l ight y o u can hear 
groaning and sick banter w h i c h I cannot bring 
myself to repeat as I am a Chris t ian. I may be 
paranoid or naive but I think that something is 
definitely amiss. 

Yours in-hiding, 
Resident Holbein House, 
F G fay. 
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Letters 

Paddington 
Dear Sir, 

I agree totally wi th M r Motteram that a free: 
media, a democratically elected, accountable and 1 

dismissable leadership should be preserved at a l l ' 
cost. A l s o indiv idual members of the Union j 
should be able to voice their op in ion at regular 
open meetings. W h y therefore was 1 effectively 
barred from speaking (and for that matter anyone | 
from St Mary's)? That does not seem to follow* 
the excellent principles enshrined in the I C U 
consti tution. ! 

It is n o w impossible for all members of the 
U n i o n to attend an I C U U G M out of course 
commitments. Therefore one has a problem. H o w 
do y o u ensure the accessibility of the U n i o n o n 
an equal basis? The present system cannot deliver 
the goods, that is a fact. The crux of the matter 
is, h o w to alter the regulations retaining the noble 
objectives? 

The average M a r y ' s student is unhappy wi th 
the lack of thought or knowledge of the situation 
so clearly manifested at ' the' U G M by I C 
students. There was no discussion of the 
proposal , no chance to defer decisions unt i l 
adequate debate h a d taken place. Surely these 
are democratic principles as precious as the U n i o n 
rules themselves. I w o u l d like to see informed 
debate w i t h i n Imperial College with regards to 
a merger as a whole . 

Wi th regards to 'al l those concessions' that the 
w o r k i n g party proposed, if y o u read the original 
statement, h o w many advocate changes at 
Imperial? Most refer to preserving life at St 
M a r y ' s as m u c h as is practically possible w i t h i n 
the framework of Imperial, wi th reference to St 
M a r y ' s itself, the students here, our sports 
ground and the H a l l of Residence (Wilson 
House). A l l these alter nothing at Imperial. W i t h 
reference to the section regarding the U G M , this 
is where changes of some sort w i l l have to take 
place, in some form or another. 

The discussion regarding the merger of R H B N C 
and IC provides even greater problems w i t h 
regards to the unions . H o w is the split site I C U 
now going to cope w i t h the added dimensions 
of R H B N C students at their separate place of 
study, ensuring equal representation for all? It 
cannot, exactly the same as it cannot deliver 
equality of access to the students of St M a r y ' s . ' 
Thus something has to be done, ideally w i t h i n [ 
the next year preventing similar problems w i t h 1 

the R H B N C merger. 
A Federal system of government works for ; 

m a n y democratic countries i n the w o r l d . • 
Historical analysis w i l l reveal that the federal 
system was adopted w i t h the merger of 
i n d i v i d u a l state governments in countries too 
large to be r u n from a central point. Imperial has 
n o w reached that point , and w i l l certainly get 
m u c h bigger w i t h future mergers. Transferral of ' 
powers to the i n d i v i d u a l college unions is one J 
solution, if not the best. This is what the original • 
proposal was all about. Medical students are i 
passionate believers in democracy, and are only i 
seeking access to I C U on an equal basis , 
i n d i v i d u a l l y , not want ing disproport ionate 
representation. 

If M r Motteram believes in the U G M , w h y does 
he describe 80% of the meeting as 'tedious 1 

debate' w h e n this is what the U G M is all about, j 
Use of adjectives such as tedious suggests to me I 

a distinct disi l lusionment wi th the system as a 
whole. Yet he also states his defence of the U G M 
in the same paragraph. This rally to the cause so 
eloquently and romantically portrayed seems to 
me to have a hidden message, such that St 
Mary 's within I C U as it stands w o u l d not receive 
these much vaunted equal rights. 

A s an IC student I do not like IC U G M s . 
Yours faithfully, 
William Lumb, St Mary's Hospital Medical School. 

Unfair? 
Dear Bill, 

I w i s h to complain about last week's F E L I X 
w h i c h contained many inaccuracies: 

1. I was not ' u n w i l l i n g ' but unavailable to 
comment. Y o u only aksed to speak to me once. 
I had already spoken to FELIX. 

2. Your article said I took d o w n more than one 
poster, this is false. 

3. It said the poster had ' IC U n i o n S C C 
Students Against Loans M o n t h ' printed on it, it 
did not. It only had a very faint U n i o n stamp on 
it which I d i d not notice. 

4. Your quote that I said 'Student Loans w o u l d 
benefit everyone' is totally fictitious. I have a 
history of being anti-loans and I have printed an 
article in the Conservative Society newsletter 
condemning them. 

A s a member of the Students Against Loans 
( S A L ) C a m p a i g n I was r e s p o n s i b l e for 
distributing a number of posters. I realised after 
I put them up that I had not seen an official U n i o n 
stamp on one of them, and thus removed the first 
one I saw. 

M y letter in FELIX last week is totally unrelated 
since I took the poster d o w n to stop the U n i o n 
attacking S A L , not to oppose S A L . I asked to 
have the letter removed since it only confused 
the event. 

I feel FELIX owes me an apology. 
Yours sincerely, 
Dylan James, Maths 2. 

Selfish brats? 
Dear Bill, 

I'm glad to see that Stephen McKeever can state 
with such certainty that 'everyone has the right 
to free Higher Educat ion ' . However , may I 
inform M r McKeeer that his Higher Education is 
most certainly not free, it is pa id for out of the 
pocket of the taxpayer. 

N o w I 'm sure that M r McKeever and friends 
w o u l d say that this is a good thing because 
'society' w i l l receive some benefit f rom his 
education and anyway in a few years he w i l l be 
paying more taxes than most because he w i l l be 
earning more than most people. However , I 'm 
also sure that M r McKeever d i d not come to 
Imperial out of some great w i s h to benefit 
'society', he came here for his o w n benefit, and 
may I also point out that the vast majority of tax 
is collected from taxpayers w h o have never 
received the benefits of Higher Education and 
w h o w i l l never earn as much as M r McKeever . 

I w o u l d therefore like to take this opportunity 
to challenge anyone, particularly those fine and 
upstanding group of individuals S A L and SWSS, 
to defend this redistribution of wealth from low 
income earners to the middle and upper class 

families w h o are the primary benefactors of 
Higher Education. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ashley Unitt,' DoC 3. 

God's wrong! 
Dear FELIX, 

Dave Thomas (FELIX 827) is clearly unaware 
of the concept of metaphor. This is somewhat 
strange, since he claims to be a Chris t ian , and 
Jesus generally used metaphors to put across his 
message. W h e n one looks at the parables, fables 
and riddles w h i c h delighted the ancient w o r l d , 
one sees that the use of allegory came naturally 
to our predecessors. In fact, Biblical scholars from 
earliest times have had no difficulty in seeing the 
Creation story as an allegory; to insist o n its literal 
truth is either to show a great perversity, or to 
demonstrate a profound lack of imagination 
(perhaps this is w h y 'fundamentalist' Christianity 
appeals so m u c h to science students and 
Americans . . . ) . 

H o w else w o u l d G o d have created the w o r l d , 
except by directing its gradual evolution? To me, 
the Creationists demean G o d by their crudeness. 
If Dave Thomas cannot see the h a n d of G o d at 
work in evolution, then I suspect he is really some 
sort of atheist w h o has erected his literal 
interpretation of the Bible as an idol in G o d ' s 
place. 

Yours sincerely, 
Matthew Huntbach, DoC. 

Fornication 
Dear Bill, 

Once again I believe that we are witnessing a 
misuse of the I C U machinery. What o n earth are 
S C C u p to campaigning o n behalf of the anti-
loans group? Where is the mandate for an 
administrative body of I C U to adopt political 
causes? D i d they have a Peace- thru-NATO month 
or an a n t i - N U S month or a p r o - N U S month? 

I am not denying the right of students to 
campaign politically ( in fact I w o u l d encourage 
more polit ical awareness at College) but only 
through the appropriate means. The acting 
chairman of the anti-loans group has complained 
about the time taken to establish an S C C society. 
The solution to this is surely to streamline the 
bureaucracy of S C C , not for them to undertake 
the work of a society as they see fit. 

To cover myself f rom getting irrelevant replies 
to this letter I w i s h to state that I am not 
questioning the competence of the S C C exec. N o r 
am I denying anyone free speech or the 
opportunity to campaign effectively as long as they 
operate under their oivn banner, not the Water Polo 
C l u b , not I C U and not S C C . 

Andrew Allum, Physics 3. 

Woof! 
Dear Bill, 

Jabber jabber jabber jabber jabber jabber jabber 
jabber jabber Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah 
rhubarb Yaba yaba yaba yaba yaba yaba yab'a 
vaba yaba yaba yaba yaba yaba 

Emmanuel Saradakis 
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Travel 
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Club Lager 
M a n y myths have g r o w n u p about 
C l u b Lager holidays in recent years. 
F E L I X sent a team of five reporters 
- K e v , Gazzer , Darren , W a y n e and 
someone w h o could read and write 
- to the Costa D e l T h u g . O u r 
intrepid quintet spi l l the beans o n 
the steamy image of C l u b Lager. 
Here is the diary of the person w h o 
was foolish enough to remain sober 
throughout the adventure. 

Ju ly 1st 

A journey of a thousand miles 
must start w i t h the first step and our 
first step was to board the coach at 
Basildon. Opposite the coach station 
was the Boar's H e a d and this 
p r o v e d to be too m u c h of a 
temptation for 'the lads ' . After al l , 
they had to practice their s inging. In 
the p u b it was 'We ' re all going to 
s u n n y S p a i n ' and o n the coach 
' V i v a E s p a n a ' . 

G a z z e r decided to pass time by 
flashing his bottom at the drivers on 
the motorway. O u r spirits were 
d a m p e n e d a little w h e n we f o u n d 
the airport to be packed and our 
flight to be delayed by five hours . 
'Right l ads , ' shouted W a y n e , 'let's 
f i n d some L A G E R . ' E v e r y o n e 
agreed that this was a good idea, 
and soon we were i n a Heathrow 
bar s u r r o u n d e d by plastic foliage 
a n d cigarette ends. There were two 
girls at the bar. 

' F l o p y o u r tits out d a r l i n ' , ' 
suggested K e v . 

'Whoooooaaaaaaahhhhh, ' agreed 
W a y n e . 

By a remarkable coincidence the 
t w o birds , Sharona and Tracetta, 
were also going to the Costa del 
T h u g as genuine Flamenco dancers 
(from Barnsley) . Ten pints later 
Darren grew a little bored - it was 
t ime for trolley wars, 

'Here Sharona sit o n th is . ' 
It was really surpr i s ing h o w 

quickly a packed c r o w d can move 
w h e n confronted w i t h ten stone of 
speeding Barnsley skirt. The Police 
were k i n d enough to give us a n 
escort to Gate 23, and soon we were 
airborne. Poor o l d Darren spent 
most of his time handcuffed to the 
coffee machine after m a k i n g an 
improper suggestion to the air 
hostess. 

H a v i n g passed through customs 
w i t h only a short confrontation, we 
cl imbed into a cab and asked for the 
H o t e l del C l a p p , described i n the 
brochure as having a romantic view. 
The drive was surprisingly short as 
the H o t e l was twenty feet f rom the 
end of the runway. W e were greeted 
by Senor Castrato the manager, 
k n o w n by his friends as Fidel . 

'We are most aroused to welcome 
y o u to our humble H o t e l . M a n u e l 
w i l l be pleeesing to take your bags 
to your r o o m . ' 

There was no mistake about it, we 
were all going to share one room. 
W e all started to create strategies for 
getting l a i d . 

J u l y 2 n d 

Sharona and Tracetta were very 
good sports, swapping beds at each 
c M r u s of ' V i v a Espana! ' There was 
o. . .y one shower between 250 
guests, so we decided to purge 
ourselves of our dirty p r o d games 
i n the s w i m m i n g p o o l . W e were 
feeling a little thirsty, so we asked 
M a n u e l to br ing our drinks to the 
side of the pool and invi ted h i m to 
join us. M a n u e l was a very shy man, 
and it tool a lot of persuading to get 
h i m into the water. W a y n e and 
Gazzer put their point across very 
forcefully; they threw h i m i n . For 
the entertainment of the guests 
Manuel then pretended to d r o w n by 
flailing his arms about w i l d l y , 
gurgl ing, submerging for very long 
periods of time and finally going 
blue. What a good sport! Tracetta 
was so impressed that she insisted 
o n thanking h i m i n her o w n special 
w a y . That s o o n b r o u g h t h i m 
around. 

After lunch , Fidel offered to take 
us on a guided tour to see the best 
of Tossermolinos. O u r first stop was 
at the Tossermolinos bullf ight . The 
lads thought that the b u l l d idn ' t 
stand m u c h of a chance, so they 
decided toshift the odds i n his 
f a v o u r by t h r o w i n g cans of 
Tennents at the matador. This was 
an unpopular decision as far as the 
locals were concerned - the Spanish 
adore their matador. 

Never let it be said that British 
hooligans are stupid. W e never pick 
a fight when we're outnumbered, so 
we made a quick exit to the coach 
w h i c h rushed us away to the local 
vineyard. Here we were introduced 
to the fine art of wine- tasting. The 
guide demonstrated the proper way 
to taste. First he looked at the colour 
of the wine , then by swi l l ing the 
wine around his glass he savoured 
the fine bouquet, took a sip and 
swil led it around his m outh and 
finally spat out. Then he invi ted us 
to do the same. K e v f o u n d that the 
w i n e disagreed w i t h his delicate 
palette. 

'This lager's flat," he cried as he 
skillfully spat a glass into the guide's 
face. 

W e grabbed a few bottles of the 
flat lager and made our w a y back to 
the coach. 

Sharona noticed that the coach-
dr iver was M a n u e l , the m i l d -
mannered waiter. H e was such a 
good sport, even w h e n we poured 
w i n e d o w n h i s t rousers a n d 
moonied at the locals, as is our 
custom. By the time we arrived back 
at the hotel the sun was setting. This 
was our chance to experience the 
extravagant Tossermolinos night­
life. Fidel had some tickets to a local 
n i g h t - c l u b ca l l ed the B u c k i n g 

Bronco. The bouncer was our o l d 
fr iend M a n u e l . H e was S U C H a 
good sport, even w h e n we made 
h i m h o p d o w n the street w i t h his 
trousers around his ankles s inging 
'Tossermol inos , Tossermol inos ' . 
The Bronco had made the mistake 
of sel l ing Tennents draught at the 
bar. A s the evening progressed we 
grew very hot and had to strip d o w n 
to our U n i o n Jack boxer-shorts and 
Wicked Wil l ie T- shirts. Sharona 
was M i s s Basi ldon Bust 1988 so she 
was b o u n d to w i n the wet T-shirt 
competi t ion. 

The club was named after its 
rodeo machine. Late in the evening 
the ladies, dressed only in bikinis 
were invited to mount the beast and 
ride. T i m i d Tracetta w o u l d only ride 
side-saddle but Sharona straddled 
very capably. She had a pelvis like 
a four-stroke diesel engine and 
could take the bucking longer than 
any other g i r l . Kev was still sober 
enough to f i n d the speed control 
and use it to br ing Sharona d o w n 
to earth. The rest of the evening is 
a little b lurred i n m y m i n d as I 
succumbed to the Tennents. The 
next t h i n g I r e m e m b e r is a 
bewildered Spanish policeman w h o 
didn ' t want to do the conga and his 
angry pol icemen friends w h o took 
us to the police station. 

Ju ly 3rd 

The pr ison had nicer rooms than 
the Hote l del C l a p p , but the gaoler 
had no sense of h u m o u r . H e got 
terribly angry w h e n Darren tried to 
debag h i m . H e ran out of our cell 
shout ing 'Bastardas, bastardas' . 
Then he sulked and w o u l d n ' t even 
answer to the name of M a n u e l . W e 
were very impressed w h e n we were 
taken out of the cell and dr iven 
straight to the airport where we 
bought lots of duty-free w h i s k e y . 
T h e p o l i c e m e n s e e m e d v e r y 
cheerful w h e n they saw us board 
the aircraft. 

The Costa del T h u g is a lousy 
place. Take m y advice, and stay i n 
England for your holidays. The lager 
may be more expensive but the 
police are more fr iendly. 

Ramin Nakisa 
Paul Barton 
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Felix 

Editorial 
A p o l o g y 

I w o u l d like to apologise to Dominic O 'Kane , president of Positive 
Alternat ives To Abort ion (PATAI for a pasting error in issue 8 2 7 in which 
his name was attributed to a letter he did not write. Mr O 'Kane had infact 
submitted a letter of his o w n that week but it was far too boring to print. 

T h r e a t s 

Mr Emmanuel Saridakis of P A T A has threatened FELIX with legal action 
should we decide not to print one of his letters this week. 

Having taken advice from the Union Solicitor, I have decided to print 
the letter w h i c h best sums up his correspondence wi th FELIX to date. I 
hope this satisfies Mr Saridakis and that he will reconsider his threat of 
legal act ion. 

Unfortunately, because our typesetter operator has developed an allergy 
to the word 'Sar idakis ' FELIX wil l not be able to accept any more letters 
f rom the gentleman concerned unless they are excessively interesting. 

E l e c t i o n s 

Whilst it is pleasing to see an unprecedented 12 candidates running for 
Union Sabbatical posts , it is unfortunate that many of the contestants 
this year are particularly unimpressive. 

It is important that you take the time to find out which candidates will 
strengthen the Union next year. Read the manefestos carefully, and where 
possible talk to the candidates in person. Do not be taken in by transparent 
and non committal speeches about the problems the Union will face next 
year. Find out what they are going to do to solve them. A candidate w h o 
is strong enough to voice his or her opinions in public without worrying 
about losing votes wi l l also be strong enough to stand up to the College 
w h e n they try to steam roller the Union as they have done so often in 
the past. 

The most telling question to ask a candidate is ' w h y are you standing?' . 
Often the response will be some inane comment about being the best 
person for the job, but no one stands purely for the benefit of the Union. 

In many w a y s the most valid reason for standing is to spend a very 
enjoyable year out —after all a Sabbatical w h o does not enjoy his or her 
year in office will not benefit the Union. 

Think carefully about those candidates who appear to be standing to 
satisfy their o w n cravings for power . Experience has s h o w n that within 
a very short space of time they will become more interested in their o w n 
self- importance than the students they represent. 

F E L I X 

There wil l be an extra election results FELIX on Wednesday morning. 

C r e d i t s Unbelievable thanks to Jason Lander and W e n d y Kite for staying 
up late, Liz Warren, Paul Barton, Sez Wilkinson for looking after the news, 
S imon Bradshaw, A n d y Clarke, Summit Guha, A n d y Bannister, Ramin 
Nakisa , Nicky Fox for doing something unmentionable, Dave Thomas for 
sweeping the floor, Robin Davison and Dave Smedley, Doug King for 
putting up with Pub Board, Nik Jones for putting up with Doug King, A d a m 
Harrington, Anj Ahuja , A r u p , Neil Motteram, Azhar A b i d , Michael Kirsch, 
Paul Stephenson, everyone who submitted articles this week which were 
postponed due to lack of space, Dramsoc (you're not all obnoxious honest), 
Linstead Hall , anti-loans and C o n Soc for collating last week and anyone 
I've forgotten. 

W E L F A R E 8 9 

'LOOK AFTER YOUR HEART WEEK' 
Wednesday 8th March 

National no smoking day—a chance to give up smoking! 
Thursday 9th March 

H o w to 'Look After Your Heart'—displays and information 
JCR, 12.00noon-2.00pm 

S m a l l a d s 
A N N O U N C E M E N T S 
• Information on scholarships or 
grants for Postgraduate study can 
be obtained from the Scholarship 
Office, R o o m 314, Sherfield 
Bui ld ing . C l o s i n g dates coming 
up soon for applications: 10 
Mar—Exchange scholarship for 
study at I T H Z u r i c h , 15 M a r — 
R T Z Bursaries, 31 M a r — A r a b -
Brit ish Chamber Charitable 
Foundat ion Scholarship, 31 
Mar—Concrete Structures 
Bursary, 28 A p r — O R S A w a r d s . 
Details are displayed on 
departmental noticeboards; 
application forms from 
Scholarship Office. 
• If anyone is interested in 
setting up an Imperial College 
A n i m a l Welfare Society please 
contact W e n d y Rooke via first 
year Life Science pigeonholes 
asap. 
• Indsoc: Touche Ross business 
game, W e d 8 M a r , 12.30 i n the 
JCR to reserve a place. 
• AIESEC Meet ing, 12.45 
Tuesday, M e c h E n g . Join u p , get 
involved i n parties or just 
'brownie points ' for companies. 
• Driver wanted to drive a U n i o n 
minibus on a booze cruise to 
France on M a r c h 11, 7am to 
midnight . A l l travel costs w i l l be 
paid for. A p p l y to P Y o u n g , 
Maths 2, Before Wednesday 
M a r c h 8. 
• Ladies basketball needs more 
players. It's wacky f u n . Meet i n 
the Vol leybal l Court (behind 
Chemistry) , Fridays 12.30pm or 
contact K Crawley via C h e m 
pigeonholes. 

FOR SALE 
• Nissan Sunny 1.51. W reg 
(1981), just been serviced, M O T 
N o v 1989, new clutch. £895. 
Phone 577 5645 Yamada. 
• Apple Macs at student prices. 
Educational prices are currently 
available for A p p l e Macintosh 
computer range for Imperial 
College students and staff. £850 
(plus V A T ) compared to R R P 
£1395. 

PERSONAL 
• Manog—you're the cutest s p u d 
I've met! 
• Colin—you're still a pratt! 
•JSU's seedy 'don ' t kiss and 
tel l ' life story is appearing all 
over College n o w . 
• Ros & H i l l ' s revenge. N o . I can 
take a joke—the dream boy. 
• Ros & Hil l ' s—frightened I 
w o u l d be Phi l ip the Stripper. 
• Ros & Hil l ' s—come o n , y o u can 
take it y o u like your little jokes, 
don' t y o u — A true fr iend 
screaming blue murder. 

• Special offer! O n l y l imited 
places left. Visi t the Southside 
Bordello, meet Raunchy Ros— 
friend of chickens and sheepskin 
rugs. She ' l l let y o u keep your 
boots o n , or H o t B i l l s -
specialising in positions 15 & 29. 
Remember these girls have busy 
diaries so hurry . It's the best 
little whorehouse in South K e n . 
• Ros & H i l l ' s — H o n s about a 
cease fire—a true fr iend. 
• T o all those y o u n g m e n in 
Maths O n e , W h o despair that 
A n n has n o w gone, She had to 
make u p her m i n d , W e l l it 's 
cruel to be k i n d , A n d y o u had no 
real hope all along. 
• Fruit aka A d r i a n Pagan, I k n o w 
w h o y o u are n o w . Beware. 
• How to score on a pool table. 
A s k Jace "The H u s t l e r ' Brewer. 
• K O ' E D , or fucked senseless, 
A n n a ? 
• Hot crossed bunny? Pierre a la 
mode . 
•The bells, Mathias? 
• Give me hope, Joanne! JB. 
•Fox sale, nonel lines to w o o 
your lover, boxed as new, a l l 
tested. Contact M a r k G . 
• Fed u p w i t h y o u r chat-up line? 
Get d o w n to E E Z and sample the 
latest i n oral sensation. 
• Second-hand coffins, as new, 
o n l y one careful o w n e r . A n y 
offers considered. Contact 
RIP(?)Soc. 
• Wanted: M a n - s i z e d chest 
freezer, spades, Wellingtons, 
torches, etc. Contact RIP(?)Soc. 
• Anke and D a v i d — y o u r secret 
has been exposed. 
• Let's legalise pett ing i n the 
s w i m m i n g pool . 
• Victoria the y u p p i e White , 
Gives the m a n she loves 
marmite. 
• Myra, where are they? 

R C S U 

Country House Ball 
at Silwood Park 
Friday May 5th 

Double tickets now available from the 
RCSU Office at £55 (deposit £20) to 

include sherry & champagne receptions, 
buffet dinner, breakfast, band, disco & 

travel 

P H O E N I X 
free backnumbers 
available today 
contributions 

for this year's issue 
urgently required 
bring to FELIX 
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Science 

(f^ £ l j It is almost three years since the Chernobyl disaster and what has now been forgotten amid all the cries of 

O n the 26th April 1986 one of the 
nuclear reactors at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant near Kiev in 
the Soviet Union exploded. The 
blast, however, was not nuclear: the 
reactor was literally blown apart by 
the pressure of an enormous and 
rapid build-up of steam, showering 
the area with radioactive Uranium 
fuel. The fire that followed spewed 
clouds of smoke and radioactive 
particles into the atmosphere to 
spread and contaminate much of 
Europe. Even today, meat from 
some areas, including Cumbria and 
North Wales, is too radioactive to 
eat. 

The C h e r n o b y l reactors are of a 
type k n o w n as the R B M K , f o u n d 
only in the Soviet U n i o n and unique 
i n being the only type of reactor to 
combine the use of a graphite 
moderated core w i t h fuel he ld i n 
water carrying pressure pipes (See 
box). The fuel is a l lowed to boi l the 
water and the steam produced is fed 
to electricity produc ing turbines. 
This is not a naturally safe design. 
A large number of safety systems 
have to be bui l t i n to enable the 
reactor to shut d o w n if there is a 
fault. If these systems are shut off 
as they were at the time of the 
explos ion, the reactor becomes 
unstable. 

The f ission chain reaction itself 
takes p l a c e ' i n the reactor core, a 
cyl inder of moderat ing graphite 
some 12m across by 7 m h i g h 
through w h i c h pass almost 2000 
channels r u n n i n g f r o m top to 
bot tom. The majority of these 
channels h o l d the fuel and coolant; 
the rest h o l d moveable rods of 
absorber k n o w n as 'control rods ' . 

Each fuel channel contains a t h i n 
pressure resistant pipe or 'pressure 
tube' , just under 9cm i n diameter, 
w h i c h holds the fuel a n d through 
w h i c h the coolant f lows. Inside this 
are suspended 18 l o n g t h i n fuel 
p i n s . 

Each p i n consists of a central 
cyl inder of U r a n i u m Dioxide fuel , 
specially enriched so that it contains 
m o r e of the u s a b l e i s o t o p e 
Uranium-235, c lad i n a Z i r c o n i u m 
metal coat. The water coolant passes 
through the tube, f r o m bottom to 
top, to be heated by the reacting 
fuel . 

'it couldn't happen here' is that the accident was very much the result of human error and human error, like 
radioactive fall out, is no respecter of national boundaries. Jason Lander asks what went wrong. 

A verv human error 
The control channels ho ld rods of 

the absorber Boron Carbide attached 
at the top to motors w h i c h al low 
them to be raised a n d lowered . By 
altering the posit ion of these rods it 
is possible to remove neutrons and 
alter the reactivity of the core. 

In emergencies the reactor can be 
' t r ipped ' , i n w h i c h all the control 
rods are simultaneously and rapidly 
inserted into the core. This mops u p 
all available neutrons and halts the 
chain reaction. In the R B M K it is 
possible to partially trip the reactor: 
that is, to let the rods drop but to 
stop them before they reach the 
bottom if, for example, the fault 
clears. A n operator can manual ly 
trip the reactor i n what is k n o w n as 
a S C R A M . 

The R B M K reactor is not a 
naturally safe design. A boi l ing 
water coolant is inherently unstable. 
To use the jargon, the R B M K has a 
h i g h l y positive ' v o i d coefficient of 
reactivity' . 

Water a n d steam have v e r y 
different properties: water is a good 
absorber of neutrons whereas steam 
is not. A s the power i n the reactor 
core increase, more water w i l l boi l 
a n d less w i l l be available to absorb 
free neutrons. W i t h more neutrons 
available, the chain reaction w i l l 
accelerate a n d the p o w e r w i l l 
increase , b o i l i n g m o r e water . 
Without the absorbing control rods, 
the reactor power and temperature, 
w o u l d rapidly increase u n t i l the 
reactor blew itself apart. A t very low 
power, near shut d o w n even a fu l ly , 
c o n t r o l l e d R B M K reactor is 
dangerously unstable. 

E v e n w i t h these inherent faults 
the reactor could still have been 
made safe. This the designers failed 
to do. The core of the reactor is 
enclosed i n a leak proof concrete 
a n d steel v a u l t f i l l e d w i t h a 
N i t r o g e n - H e l i u m mixture. Even at 
the h i g h temperatures i n v o l v e d i n 
nuclear fission, these gases w i l l not 
react w i t h the graphite of the core: 
graphite w h i c h is required by the 
design to absorb large amounts of 
energy. H o w e v e r if the vault is 
breached, h ighly reactive O x y g e n 
can enter f r o m the atmosphere a n d 
the Graphite w i l l catch fire. 

The vault itself is not designed to 
w i t h s t a n d e x c e p t i o n a l l y l a r g e 

The RBMK reactor 
pressures: it could burst under the 
pressure produced by the breakage 
of a f e w p r e s s u r e p i p e s . 
Furthermore, there is no effective 
outer containment surrounding the 
vault so the radioactive particles 
f rom the burn ing core w i l l be 
r e l e a s e d s t ra ight i n t o the 
atmosphere. 

The core itself is made u p of 
graphite blocks. The pressure pipes 
are he ld w i t h i n these blocks, nearly 
touching the sides. If one of these 
pipes is moved or vibrated, the 
br icks c o u l d m o v e a n d cause 
damage that can spread throughout 
the core dislocating other pipes and 
even blocking vital fuel channels. 

That is not to say that the reactor 
could have exploded at any time, its 
many layered safety system w o u l d 
have been able to cope. The reactor 
was designed to reduce power or 
even to shut itself d o w n in an 
emergency. 

If the pr imary cooling circuit is 
damaged, the 'emergency core 
cool ing system' (ECCS) comes into 
play. This consists of three sub­

systems activated i n two stages. It 
is assumed that if there is a failure, 
only one half of the circuit w i l l be 
affected and the first task of the 
E C C S is to provide coolant for this 
section. Fast acting, electrically 
driven pumps can spring into action 
w i t h 4 seconds of a fault occurring. 
These w i l l carry water f rom reserve 
tanks straight into the damaged loop 
and keep the water f lowing until the 
second stage can be started. 

Dur ing the second stage the other 
two E C C S sub-systems are started. 
These are designed to keep the 
reactor cool i n the longer term: each 
cools half the core, l ike the pr imary 
cooling system, w o r k i n g w i t h a 
large store of water and us ing 
p u m p s p o w e r e d b y d i e s e l 
generators. 

It is critical that a h i g h voltage 
source is available to power the first 
stage E C C S . If an external source, 
such as electricity f r o m another 
power station, is available, the 
reactor can call on this. If not, it has 
to f ind the power to cool itself f r o m 
w i t h i n itself. 
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This extra power comes from the 
stations o w n generators. After the 
steam s u p p l y is shut off and they 
start to run d o w n , the turbines wil l 
spin fast enough to supply power to 
the first stage E C C S for 45 to 50 
seconds. 

T h e generators at C h e r n o b y l 
reactor number 4 had just been 
modif ied to try and increase this 
time and it is because of mistakes 
made in tests o n the modification 
that the reactor exploded. 

The accident at Chernobyl was the 
culminat ion of a series of mistakes 
and miscalculat ions w h i c h has 
begun some 24 hours earlier with a 
test on the E C C S . The reactor was 
due to be shut-down temporarily for 
maintenance, and it was decided to 
take this opportunity to see h o w the 
r e c e n t l y r e d e s i g n e d t u r b i n e -
generators could work the first stage 
E C C S . The test instructions are said 
to have been poor. 

O v e r the next twelve hours, the 
operators reduced the core thermal 
power output, init ial ly 32 000 M W 
by half and reset the reactor to work 
just one genera tor . T h e n , as 
apparently instructed by the test 
procedure, they turned off the 
E C C S and several other safety 
systems. There followed a nine hour 
delay as the plant was brought in to 
cope w i t h a s u d d e n surge i n 
electricity demand. D u r i n g this 
time, a different operator shift, 
possibly less aware of the test 
condit ions, clocked i n . 

W h e n the reactor came off stream, 
the new operators resumed the test. 
They set u p an automatic control 
system to halve the power again. 
H o w e v e r , whoever set u p the 
system badly miscalculated, and the 
core power output dropped to a 
mere 30 M W , under 1% of the 
original power and w e l l below the 
level at which the power coefficient 
becomes highly positive. The reactor 
w o u l d have become unstable. 

Such a rapid reduction of power 
naturally led to a bui ld up of 
absorbing Xenon which had not had 
the time to be removed or to 
decay.This reduced the reactivitv 
but also made the reactor much less 
easy to control . 

The operators started to withdraw 
control rods and succeeded in 
increasing the power to the safer 
level of 200 M W . But because of the 
extra Xenon , the rods had to be 
w i t h d r a w n further than usual . 

Nobody knows whv the operators 
did what they d id next: they turned 
o n all the w o r k i n g and reserve 
c o o l a n t p u m p s a n d grea t ly 
increased the water flow to almost 
a ton a minute, fast enough to 
vibrate the pipes and damage the 
core. They also disabled safety 
systems designed to force a shut 
d o w n in the event of a major 
pressure d r o p . 

The final two minutes 
The pressure d id drop and with 

it the reactivity as the enormous 
volume of water f lowing started to 
take effect . A s the p r e s s u r e 
dropped, the water level in the 
steam drums dropped. Cool ing 
water was diverted to top them up 
and this worked its wav to the core 
further reducing the reactivity. By 
now all the control rods were out of 
the core. 

To increase the volume of steam 
and increase the reactivitv and 
power, the operators slowed the 
coolant f low and shut off steam 
release valves. Half a minute later 
steam started to bui ld u p and 
automatic control rods began to 

It has been observed experimentally 
that the mass of a nucleus is less-
than the s u m of the masses of its 
parts. For example, a n d atom of 
C a r b o n - 1 2 (s ix p r o t o n s , s i x 
neutrons) is less massive than six 
s i n g l e p r o t o n s a n d s ix s ing le 
neutrons. The difference is due to 
the ' b i n d i n g energy' . This is the 
e n e r g y n e e d e d to force the 
constituent 'nucleons ' in an atomic 
nucleus apart. It is a measure of h o w 
m u c h unused or potential energy is 
available w i t h i n the nucleus: the 
more 'spare' energy there is, the less 
needs to be added to separate the 
nucleons. 

V e r y light and very heavy nuclei 
tend to be more weakly bound: they 
h o l d more spare energy than 

nucleus into two some of this 
energy can be released The former 
process is nuclear fusion, the latter, 
nuclear fission - the basis for all 
viable n ns. 

• 

drop. M u c h ot the Xenon had been 
washed out of the svstem and the 
power started to rise. 

It did not stop rising, although the 
control room seemed unaware of 
this, and the decision was taken to 
finish the test and cut off steam to 
the turbine. This caused an increase 
in pressure, some of the steam 
c o n d e n s e d and the reac t iv i ty 
dropped. A g a i n automated control 
rods withdrew to conteract this and 
then dropped almost immediately 
as steam again stated to bui ld u p . 
It continued to build up and the core 
started to rapidly w a r m . 

The S C R A M button was pressed 
but it was too late: too manv control 

rods were too far from the core and 
some of those that were not jammed 
in distorted channels. The pressure 
bui ld up was so great that it shut 
one-way valves in the cool ing 
system. N o more cool ing water 
could reach the core. What was 
already there eveporated and the 
core reached 100 times its safe 
m a x i m u m power . The pressure 
bui ld up blew pressure tubes and 
the inadequate vault apart and left 
the W o r l d wi th its worst ever 
nuclear disaster. 

Jason Lander 

Splitting the atom 
a n d the available, fissionable fuel 
atoms, for example Uranium-235, 
a l lowed to release energy naturally 
b y decaying into smaller particles: 
the process w o u l d be too s low to be 
usable. Atomic f iss ion has to be 
artificially speeded u p . 

Fiss ion reactors take advantage of 
the fact that w h i l e Uranium-235 is 
comparatively stable, the heavier 
a n d m u c h rarer i s o t o p e 
Uranium-236 is not, a n d w i l l decay 
rapidly releasing its energy i n the 
f o r m of fast neutrons. T o produce 
useful power, the lighter isotope 
must be converted into a heavier 
m e by bombardment w i t h s low 
m o v i n g neutrons. 

A chain reaction can be set u p . 
Uranium-236 can be produced b y 
bombarding atoms of Uranium-235 
with the neutrons produced in 
U r a n i u m - 2 3 6 decays . W h a t is 
needed is some means of s l o w i n g 
the n e u t r o n s f r o m the decay 
sufficiently for them to be absorbed. 
This is achieved w i t h a material 
k n o w n as a moderator w h i c h is-

dense e n o u g h to interact w i t h the 
neutrons but stable e n o u g h not to 
a b s o r b a s i g n i f i c a n t n u m b e r . 
Graphi te , u s e d i n the R B M K , is by 
far the most c o m m o n example. 

It must be possible to control the 
reac t ion . H e r e , s o m e f o r m of 
absorber is used . This is a material , 
such as Boron, that c a n readily 
accept excess neutrons. By changing 
the amount of absorber, it is possible 
to vary the number of neutrons ' i n 
circulation' and increase of decrease 
the reactors ability to sustain a 
reaction, or 'reactivity' . A higher 
reactivity means a greater p o w e r 
output . X e n o n , - one of the by­
products of Uran ium fission also has 
absorbing properties and, if a l lowed 
to b u i l d u p can s l o w or e v e n halt a 
reaction. 

The heat generated by the fission 
has to b e , r e m o v e d . • N o t 
surprisingly, this is done by a 
coolant In the R B M K , the coolant 
is light water ( ' H , 0 ) w h i c h also has 
the properties of a moderator and an 
absorber. 
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Elections 

An idiot's guide to STV 
STV is the favoured form of PR for the SLD and the SDP and is used by the recently merged 
ICU/SMHMSSU in their elections. Confused? Read on. 
Y o u w i l l no doubt be aware by now 
that o n the 6th and 7th M a r c h , 
voting w i l l take place to decide w h o 
w i l l represent Imperial College 
U n i o n as sabbatical officers next 
year. 

I C U uses a system of voting much 
sought after by a certain political 
party; that of the Single Transferable 
vote (STV). This year, the forces of 
evil have conspired to land me with 
five candidates for President which, 
as vou w i l l see as I explain the 
counting procedure, w i l l be an 
absolute bummer . There are two 
candidates each for H o n o r a r y 
Secretary and FELIX Editor and 
three for Deputy President. 

H o w to vote 
Ballot boxes w i l l be situated around 
the College and all you need to vote 
is your U n i o n card. Your name w i l l 
be checked against the College 
register and your U n i o n C a r d w i l l 
be punched (not by a fist). There will 
be a slip of paper for each candidacy 
and your first preference should be 
indicated w i t h a ' V in the first box. 

This year, a new addit ion is the 
provis ion of a space on the vot ing 
slip for N e w Elect ion. A preference 
for N e w E l e c t i o n s h o u l d be 
indicated if you feel that none of the 
candidates is suitable and wish that 
nominations should be re-opened. 

Examples of first preference: 

C A N D I D A T E A 

C A N D I D A T E B 

C A N D I D A T E C 1 
C A N D I D A T E D 

C A N D I D A T E E 
N E W E L E C T I O N 

C A N D I D A T E A 

C A N D I D A T E B 

N E W E L E C T I O N 1 

Further preferences can be indicated 
u p to the number of candidates 
standing plus one. Preferences must 
be consecutive, ie if y o u w i s h to 
express a third preference, y o u must 
have expressed a second and first 
preference. It is not necessary to 
express a preference for each and 
every candidate. 

Examples of further preferences: 

C A N D I D A T E A 2 
C A N D I D A T E B 3 
C A N D I D A T E C I 
C A N D I D A T E D lr 
C A N D I D A T E E b 

N E W E L E C T I O N 5 

C A N D I D A T E A 3 
C A N D I D A T E B 

C A N D I D A T E C i 

C A N D I D A T E D 

C A N D I D A T E E 2 

N E W E L E C T I O N 

C A N D I D A T E A 

C A N D I D A T E B i 

N E W E L E C T I O N 1 

H o w does S T V work? 
S T V r e v o l v e s a r o u n d the 
preferences indicated after the first 
one. For example, if y o u felt that 
only two candidates could do the 
job wel l out of those standing then 
y o u might express them as 1st and 
2nd preference then choose N e w 
Elect ion as third preference. 

W h e n the votes are counted the 
total number of val id papers (see 

later) is d i v i d e d by t w o a n d 
i n c r e a s e d bv one ( i g n o r i n g 
fractions). This number is called 
'quota ' . If any candidate passes 
quota after c o u n t i n g the first 
preferences, he/she is deemed 
elected. If no candidate reaches 
quota, the candidate with the lowest 
number of votes is excluded. Their 
votes are then transferred i n 
accordance w i t h a n y s e c o n d 
pre ferences expressed to the 
remaining candidate as relevant. 

Papers express ing o n l y first 
preference votes for the excluded 
candidate are not transferred and 
the total number of votes to be 
considered is decreased by the 
n u m b e r of s u c h votes , t h u s 
lowering quota. The total votes (first 
preference and transferred votes) 
are then considered and if any 
exceed the ' n e w ' quota , that 
candidate is elected. If quota is not 
then reached by any candidate, the 
candidate w i t h the lowest in the 
round is excluded and their votes 
transferred as above with respect to 
third preferences cast. 

This procedure is repeated as 
necessary unti l a candidate reaches 
the value of quota for a particular 
r o u n d . 

V a l i d Papers 
In previous years, abstention has 
been available and registered by 
wri t ing A b s t a i n across the ballot 
paper. This has been replaced by 
N e w E lec t ion and any papers 
marked for A b s t a i n w i l l be counted 
as ' Inval id ' . Crosses may not be 

used for the purpose of indicating 
preference for a candidate, only 
n u m b e r s a n d these must be 
consecutive. N o t h i n g other than 
numbers in the boxes should be 
written on the paper. 

Examples 
Val id papers: 

C A N D I D A T E A k 
C A N D I D A T E B ? 
C A N D I D A T E C 

C A N D I D A T E D I 
C A N D I D A T E E 

N E W E L E C T I O N 2 

I n v a l i d Papers: 

C A N D I D A T E A 

C A N D I D A T E B. 

C A N D I D 
C A 

C A N D I D A T E A 

C A N D I D A T E B 

C A N D I D A T E C 

C A N D I D A T E D 

C A N D I D A T E E 
N E W E L E C T I O N 

C A N D I D A T E A 

C A N D I D A T E B 

C A N D I D A T E C X 
C A N D I D A T E D 

C A N D I D A T E E 
N E W E L E C T I O N 

C A N D I D A T E A 

C A N D I D A T E B 

C A N D I D A T E C 

C A N D I D A T E D 

C A N D I D A T E E 
N E W E L E C T I O N 

C A I f D l W A T E E ^ ^ 
N E W E L E C T I O N 
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Manifestos 
PRESIDENT Neil McCluskey proposed by Paul Watkiss 

involved in the Union. I have seen first hand the teething 
problems that have occurred with the introduction of new 
sabbatical job descriptions. To avoid the new sabbaticals 
entering their posts with little idea of what they are continuing 
on, the President must have worked closely with the Union over 
the past year. 

Neil has been extensively involved in the Union this year as 
Internal Services Officer and Council Chairman, sitting on many 
college and Union committees. In addition he has found time to 
do his degree and find success in the sporting field. This 
combination of dedication, enthusiasm, involvement and 
organisation makes him the ideal candidate. 

Neil is easily the most experienced of all the Presidential 
candidates and, in my opinion, would benefit students' interests 
the most over the forthcoming year. 

Candidate: Neil McCluskey 
Proposer: Paul Watkiss Entertainments Chairman. 

Representation and Information 
As Entertainments Chairman this year, I have been closely I promise to represent students views as faithfully as I can, 

allowing through Council and UGM's to take decisions. I promise 
to represent policy made by you and to report on the 
consequences of that policy. 

Accommodation 
I can guarantee there will be no rent increases in college owned 
accommodation from the 89/90 to the 90/91 session. I will fight 
for a better service for students outside of college 
accommodation. 

Welfare 
Most students problems stem from lack of finances. I promise 
to give you more for your money by obtaining sponsorship, 
fighting for a fairer grant system, negotiating student discounts 
and providing cheaper services. I will always be approachable 
on and attentive to students needs. 

Immotive issues (NUS affiliation, Poll Tax, the RHBNC merger, 
St Mary's merger etc) are imminent. I am already talking and 
collating information so you can make informed decisions. 

Lastly, I promise to keep 

PRESIDENT Clare McErlane proposed by Duncan McGregor 

Clare has been involved in the Union as Broadsheet Editor and 
RCSU President. I believe her strength of character, sensitivity 
to students needs, experience in student representation and 
decision making processes will make her an excellent Union 
President next year. 

Duncan McGregor (SCC Chairman) 

The Union comprises a vast web of committees. To spare you 
the logistics of eg the Car Parking committee I have concentrated 
on topics I consider extremely important. 

Internal Affairs 
Accomodation is a serious problem affecting undergrads, 
postgrads and Overseas students. College rents are near 
students affordable limit. Guaranteeing first year students 
accomodation is a problem which I believe could be resolved by 
pressing college to buy up suitable properties within commuting 
distance. The situation will be exacerbated for students living 
outside college by the abolition of the Fair Rent Act while Poll 
Tax will effect everyone. Effective representation to college is 

The post of IC Union President is much more than being the 
figurehead of a large organization with annual turnover of around 
£2M. It's a question of representation. The President is often 
the first and last contact with both College and External bodies. 
For this reason, your choice of President must be able to judge 
public opinion and not be clouded by personal prejudgices. 

I've spent the last year as RCS Academic Affairs Officer liasing 
between Academic and Departmental representatives to several 
College committees including Board of Studies. I have also sat 
on ICU Council and chaired RCS Academic Affairs Sub­
committee. This doesn't mean a detachment from reality whilst 
sitting on committees. I'm also RCS Motor Club Chairman, as 
such che harsh realities of budgets and dead lines have been dealt 
with effectively and efficiently. 

The coming year has many problems on the horizon. St Mary's 
Union merger with IC Union should be an ultimate aim, but 
neither side should be pushed into an unworkable agreement just 
for the sake of merger. Disussion, open and involved must take 
place to present all the possibilities. Only then can an informed 
dicision be made by the students of all sides. 

essential. I would establish a strong Welfare service to help 
students negotiate the jungle of landlords and benefits. 

As President I would also concern myself with the provision 
of support for students in Academic Affairs and optimisation of 
recreational facilities. The merging of the unions may mean that 
St Mary's students must also be considered in provision of 
services. 

External Affairs 
It is time for ICU to reconsider its stance on the NUS. The legal 
advice they provide, contact with other universities and the 
possibility of a reduced financial subscription may make 
reaffiliation a topic for sensible discussion. 

We have supported the NUS in their Anti Loans stance and 
it so imperative that IC remains abrest of current Government 
Policy and proposals for education. 

IC Union must be run like any other sizeable buisness 
proposition with regard to efficiency, profitability, service and 
accountability to you the students. 

Clare McErlane. 

Next year will see a referendum on whether to reafilliate with 
the NUS. There will be strong views on both sides, and the Union 
needs a President strong enough to not take sides whilst allowing 
fair debates and ballot. 

The financial situation of London students, especially with 
loans, poll tax and accommodation. It's time to inform students 
on the current situation and act as the students decide. 

As President, my deepest concern will be to represn't your 
views and actually bother to ask you how you feel. 

Andrew Meredith ICU President. 

PRESIDENT Andrew Meredith proposed by Phil Drew 

March 3 1989 FELIX Page 9 



Manifestos 

PRESIDENT Mark Reeves proposed by Andrew Jeanes 

No p h o t o submitted 

I've known Mark since his first day at college. His dedication 
to any task he undertakes never ceases to amaze me. Mark has 
some radical plans for the Union-plans he has drawn up after 
watching the Union very closely this year. Realistic plans that 
put the Union back in the hands of its students-not its hacks. 
Vote for a students union next year-Vote Mark Reeves on 
March 6th and 7th. 

Andrew Jeanes 

My election pledges are as follows: 
Drastic lowering of Bar and Snack Bar prices next year. More 
value for money in all Union outlets such as increasing the portion 
sizes in the Union Snack Bar. Putting Soft drinks at realistic 
prices. Southside and other college outlets should be radically 
undercut. 

Voucher scheme for clubs membership. The first five clubs 
that a student join are free-thereafter a nominal sum is paid. 

Proper action on student loans-not pussyfooting as has been 
done this year. Co-operation with other SU's to organise sit-ins, 
demos, parliament lobbies-whatever is necessary. 

Union service for finding part-time jobs for students. Creation 
of Jobfinder scheme to succeed where the College Carreers 
service fails. 

Sponsorship deals with outside companies to fund better clubs 
facilities, complete renovation of Union Building, more minibuses 
etc. 

Negotiate strongly with College over accommodation costs. 
Either they bring down their prices or, we organise a rent strike. 

Ask St Mary's to join us on their terms. We are based in 
Kensington not Paddington. If they don't wan't to merge-so 
much more money for us. 

Vote for a students union next year-vote Reeves. 
Mark Reeves. 

PRESIDENT Sez Wilkinson proposed by Andy Bannister 

Proposers Speech by Andy Bannister 
Sez tells me she is the best candidate for president and I don't 
dare argue. If you value your lives you won't either! 

Sez has considerable experience of working in mortuarys and 
phsychiatric hospitals-experience which should prove 
invaluable when working on Union committees. 

Her ambitions are to travel and meet people. 

The ripening of a voluptuous new union is nigh. The swelling 
libido of power-lust and erogenous ego excitation is thrust-out 
in spasms of bulging excitement from standing sebaticals and 
we witness a paroxysm of profound promises, but in the 
tempestuous writhings of election revelry and debauchery we 
must not blow the job of President. Partners, this is no wet joke. 

Together we have witnessed the ever-painful crushing of our 
beloved union. No longer can we lie back with our heads buried 
in the pillows. We must unlock the chasity of our fate and 
overcome it. We must never be impregnated by the fiery torrent 
of anti-student politics, we will fight them in the walkway, we 
will fight them in the JCR, we will fight them from every shadow 

and shower in College. We will never submit. 
May the great leaders of our time remove from us the warm 

wet tears of financial strain, the rhythmically rising rents, the 
languid looming of loans and the penetrating pain of poll-tax. 
Never before in the wild conflicts of student-government politics' 
have so many owed so much to so few. 

Arm in arm, hand in hand, wholly together we can fill the pot­
holes and the chasms that line the road of life. We need a sense 
of direction, time and rhythum to insert ourselves directly into 
the warm swelling streams of action, to project ourselves 
towards the wild throws of success, until in the final ejaculation 
of 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT Alistair Goodall proposed by Margaret Poole 

Externa! Affairs 
The biggest threat facing students today is apathy. As DP I will 
ensure that every student is kept aware of all the current 
legislation affecting students. ICU must make its opinions on 
loans, grants, benefits etc. understood by those that matter 
before apathy changes student life forever. 

Academic Affairs 
Departments must provide adequate support for their students, 
many of whom face problems with finance, workloads or 
accomodation. I will monitor the current Dep./Ac. Rep. system 
closely to see if it represents and protects students' interests 
sufficiently. 

Union Finance 
Clubs should be allowed to hold their own bank accounts (With 
suitable safeguards), furthermore wherever possible I will 
encourage and help clubs to find outside financing through 
sponsorship or donations. This will lead to better and simpler 
funding of Clubs and more money for the Union. 

Mergers 
UGMs and St Mary's are here to stay and ICU should 
accomodate both, possibly by providing free transport between 
sites for UGMs. 

Before a merger with RHBNC is considered further I will ensure 
that the Union is informed of all the facts and that subsequent 
policy is presented at all stages of the negotiations as it's vital 
that ICU's interests are protected throughout. 

A Student's Union 
The Deputy President exists to report to the President and be 
responsible to UGMs for a number of issues and so it is you who 
should decide the full policy of next year's sabbaticals. 

This manifesto has stated part of what I would achieve as DP 
but the rest needs writing next year when you decide what areas 
need attention and what should be changed. Your vote counts 
so use it, and Vote for your say in the running of your Union 
and make me, Alistair Goodall, your next Deputy President. 
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Manifestos 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT Gavin Spittlehouse proposed by Tom Yates 
Personally and professionally I have known Gavin for some 18 
months, during which time his contribution to the Union has 
steadily increased. From a very capable start within individual 
societies, his involvement grew to the point where he was 
elected Chairman of the newly-created Industrial Relations 
Committee, a job which he performed with admirable skill. From 
this background, Gavin now has a grasp of Union affairs 
unsurpassed outside the current Executive. 

He will make an excellent Deputy President. 
Proposer: Tom Yates, Physics PG. 

Would our bookshop, bar and snackbar serve us better by making 
profits for the Union, or by providing better/cheaper services and 
lower profits? I will look into this. 

The proposed IC/RHBNC merger would destroy student clubs 
and social life. I am completely against it. 

Hall rent levels have increased dramatically over the last few 
years, to pay for Fisher Hall. The agreement which lead to these 
increases is coming to an end. We must consider whether we 
want low rent increases, or would accept higher increases if it 

means more places in hall. 
Our Union building is a vital facility. It is unclean, untidy and 

in a bad state of repair. I will ensure it is repaired and improved, 
and looked after properly. 

Countless past sabbatical candidates have promised to 
produce "Exec News". I make no such promise. FELIX is an 
excellent medium for communication, which I will use to keep 
in touch with students. I want to see UGM motions publicised 
in advance. 

The lecturer questionnaire is an excellent idea. The first 
published results are due soon. We must ensure that 
departments use them to improve teaching standards. 

Little has been done towards the SMHMSSU merger. It is to 
everyones advantage that it takes place smoothly and quickly. 
I will work towards this. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT Dave Williams proposed by Dave Osborne 
Proposer 
Most people associate Dave Williams with Rag, since as Vice 
President this year he has led RCS Rag to their highest ever total. 
He also edited this year's IC Rag Mag, which has proved to be 
popular both here and across the country. He has achieved this 
through enthusiasm and hard work-qualities which he has 
continually shown in his posts in RCSU. 

As RCS Treasurer last year, Dave and his President saved their 
Union's Finances from death. In this capacity, Dave also attended 
ICU Finance meetings, and will have no difficulty looking after 
IC Union's money. Dave has also sat on ICU Council this year, 
and has considerable knowledge in how the Union runs. In all 
my experience with him, he has been easy going, whilst still 
taking the job seriously. I have no doubt he will do an excellent 
job as ICU DP, and urge you all to vote for him. 

Dave Osborne, Chem Eng 111 

Candidate 
Recently we have seen the Union expand its services 
considerably, however this has brought us sabbaticals with 

minds set firmly on profit. People have forgotten that the job 
of DP is about services to students, whilst still keeping a close 
eye on the balance sheet. 

I want to improve the image of the Unions facilities by 
organising a survey of students to find were things are going 
wrong. We must reconsider our bonds with the Southside Bar 
pricing policy which artificially inflate our own. 

We must renovate and maintain the Union building so it is a 
place we can all enjoy using and are not ashamed to show 
visitors. 

These are only the start of my plans, bring these and more 
to fruition by voting for me, the man who knows what it is all 
about! 

HON SEC Doug King proposed by Andrew Garside 

If I am elected to the post ot Hon Sec next year I shall do my 
very best to drag the Union down to my level. I was brought 
up in the gutter and have sunk lower since. 

Experience 
I have no experience whatsoever that would benefit me as Hon 
Sec. I especially haven't had anything to do with ents. However 
between me and a few friends I can muster quite a large tape 
collection. I also know how to produce publicity on the cheap. 
The Hon Sec is also responsible for organising the contact 
between the Exec and the students through the UGM. In my time 
at IC I have been to at least 2 UGMs so I have seen what they're 
like. I have also watched council on one occasion so I know how 
little there is to do. 

To sum up: If elected I will do as little as possible for a year and 
will be useless as Hon Sec. But I'm the only candidate who has 
told you the truth and not made any false claims. 

So vote for me and I'll do Fuck All for you. 
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Manifestos 
HON SEC Fiona Nicholas proposed by Ralph Greenwell 

FELIX EDITOR 

FELIX EDITOR 

Hon Sec (Events) 
Fiona Nicholas, proposed by Ralph Greenwell 
Fiona Nicholas is an honest, hard-working, approachable third-
year biochemist who has always believed in playing as hard as 
she works and working as hard as she can. 
. Having played an active part in the social life of Beit Hall in 
her first year, Fiona became RCS VP in her second year and was 
awarded an RCS UGA (the highest reward a CCU can give for 
service and dedication) for her contribution to their Rag. As RCS 
VP, Fiona worked continuously with and on the ICU Rag 
Committee; this led to her being vo'.ad this year's Chairman. She 
has performed this job diligently and with unfailing enthusiasm, 
despite unconstructive criticisms levelled at her by other parties. 
The job has placed her in an excellent position to learn about 
the workings of ICU, particularly the organisation of large 
functions. 

Ralph Greenwell, Guilds President. 

I see the job of Hon Sec as very much one of co-ordination and 
it is to this effect that I intend to set up an Events Committee, 

I have known Robin or 'Winthrop' as he is often called, in the 
FELIX office, since joining the editorial team last year. I proposed 
him for FELIX Editor, because I consider him to be competent 
and professional. He has the experience to run FELIX well, and 
has many ideas to introduce into a new FELIX, particularly those 
of humour. Robin is a very approachable person and will create 
a very friendly atmosphere in the office. 

Remember-vote Winthrop! 
Paul Barton, Travel Editor. 

FELIX as the newspaper of Imperial College Union is the only 
source of news and views to most of its readers. I believe that 
there is a little too much emphasis on the reporting of news. 
A FELIX that combined being informative and entertaining could 
have an appeal, much wider than it is now. I have used the slogan 
"Does your newspaper take you too seriously?" to try to 
highlight this. I would like to see more humour and satire in 
FELIX, it would be both more fun to read and to produce. 

FEtlX should cover the news about IC and be free to critically 
examine and comment upon, the running of the College and the 

I am pleased to be able to propose Dave for FELIX Editor because 
I believe that he is the best candidate for the post. 

His experience includes: 
1. Broadsheet Editor 1987/88 
2. ICU Handbook Editor 1988 
3. FELIX News Editor 1988/89 
Dave has worked in every area of FELIX and has both the 

capability and the know-how to run the Print Unit. 
Having worked closely with all the FELIX staff this year, Dave 

will provide next year's FELIX with continuity and a friendly 
atmosphere as well as a wealth of experience. 

I feel that Dave is the only logical choice for FELIX Editor and 
I hope that you will agree with me and vote for him on March 
6 and 7. 

Julian Moore, proposer. 

Felix 
The first cause to which any FELIX Editor must devote himself 
is the accurate reporting of news at IC with the backing of fair 
editorial comment; I have no intention of changing this. The city 

on which will sit reps from Ents, Rag, SCAB, the CCUs, OSC 
and IRC. The aim of the Events Committee would be to make 
for a balanced social calendar and to ensure that clashes such 
as the infamous Careers Fair: Rag Week one never re-occur. 

Ian Morris has taken a very firm stance on publicity in the past 
year and I intend to do the same. Removing old and illegal posters 
results in more space for legitimate advertising. 

Two of my main ambitions as Hon Sec are to actively reduce 
the social and academic gap between here and St Mary's and 
to procure useful sponsorship for Union events. 

I believe I am the number 1 choice. 
Fiona Nicholas. 

Union. FELIX could expand, its sometimes meagre reporting of 
the college events, run by clubs and societies. The reporting of 
'what's on' in London is also sadly lacking sometimes. I would 
like to see more film, play and book reviews. In fact, FELIX has 
enormous potential for expansion, if it could attract more staff, 
to work for it. 

If you believe that I can run FELIX and the print unit to serve 
students better, and would like a more entertaining read on Friday 
mornings then vote-

ROBIN DAVISON 1, on election days 6th and 7th March. 

we live in offers far more than this however. I am therefore 
proposing a London section for next year's FELIX. 

I should also like to introduce a weekly sports results column, 
a wide-interest humour section and a regular column from St 
Mary's. This is not all however! I would like to increase the input 
of ideas into FELIX by sending staff out to ask what you want. 

In general, I would like to promote features with more impact, 
contrasting with a light-hearted approach in other areas. 

Print Unit 
As Print Unit Manager I would like to help people using the facility 
next year by moving staff meetings from Friday lunchtimes to 
Monday evenings. This would allow St Mary's students to 
contribute to FELIX and would enable people to do print work 
on Friday lunchtimes. 

Rob Davison proposed by Paul Barton 

Dave Smedley proposed by Julian Moore 
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Features 

Alternative accommodation: squatting 
The alternative guide to f i n d i n g 
somewhere to live in L o n d o n . 
Squatting 
Short-life housing originally grew 
out of the squatting movement of 
the 1970's. G r o u p s of squatters 
formed hous ing cooperatives and 
succeeded i n getting licences from 
the local authorities. A c c o r d i n g to 
latest estimates there are still about 
35,000 people l iv in g i n squats i n 
L o n d o n alone ( A p r i l 1987). There 
are now eight local squat groups left 
in L o n d o n coordinated by the 
A d v i s o r y Service for Squatters (the 
A S S ) , w h i c h also publishes the 
'Squatters Handbook ' , an excellent 
source of information and advice on 
all aspects of squatting. 

Squatting is unlawful not illegal. 
This means that it is a c ivi l dispute 
dealt wi th by civil courts. The police 
are only involved in criminal matters 
w h e r e s o m e t h i n g i l l e g a l has 
h a p p e n e d . It is e s s e n t i a l to 
understand the laws i n v o l v e d . If 
v o u fol low some commonsense 
guidelines w h e n setting up a squat 
y o u w i l l avoid many problems later. 

The main laws covering squatting 
are contained in the criminal law act, 
1977 (sections 6 to 10). Squatting an 
empty premise which nobody else 
is us ing, nor intending to use, w i t h 
a few exceptions, is still legal. 
Indeed, the same laws protect y o u 
from being t h r o w n out by force. 
A n v o n e doing so without first 
getting a proper eviction order, may 

these rights have to be worked for 
and are never really secure. The 
insecurity is the main drawback to 
squatting. 

The first rule about squatting is 
careful planning and organisation. 
By d o i n g the i n i t i a l research 
thoroughly one can avoid many of 
the possible pitfalls and y o u may be 
able to f ind good accommodation 
with the potential to last a long time. 

When looking for a place to squat, 
be realistic. A s a general rule 
b o a r d e d - u p a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
await ing development, previously 
empty for at least a month and 
o w n e d by the council or by a 
housing association is ideal. A trip 
to the local planning consents office 
is extremely useful . Often this can 
tell you how long y o u w i l l be able 
to live in a property. P lanning 
consent takes ages and, as often as 
not, is refused. Hopeful ly nobody 
w i l l bother evicting y o u unt i l they 
are ready to go a h e a d w i t h 
development. 

Too many squatters go for smart 
accommodation only left empty for 
a short period. Not surprisingly they 
are evicted quite quickly and are 
back on the streets. This short­
s i g h t e d o p p o r t u n i s m g i v e s 
squatting a bad name. 

It is essential to ensure that the 
property is not occupied nor is there 
anyone intending to occupy the 
property in the near future. 

Both situations are covered by the 

themselves be committing a criminal 
offence under section six. In this 
respect and for other basic rights, 
s q u a t t e r s h a v e the same 
entitlements as any other house­
holder . They have the right to 
privacy, rubbish collection, postal 
d e l i v e r y , s o c i a l s e c u r i t y a n d 
essential services like water and 
electricity. In practice almost all of 

Criminal Law Act, sections 7 and 12. 
A 'displaced residential occupier' 
(DRO) or a 'protected intended 
occupier (PIO), as defined by these 
sections, has the power to evict 
squatters without applying for a 
court order. Consequently, it is 
essential to make sure that the 
property is really unused or you wi l l 
probably be evicted very quickly. 

W h e n y o u are sure that the place 
is vacant, the next thing to check is 
the c o n d i t i o n i n s i d e . M a n y 
l a n d l o r d s , and even c o u n c i l s , 
s imply vandalise empty properties 
by disconnecting the electrical mains 
and tearing out p i p i n g . They may 
do this s imply to enhance their 
chances of g a i n i n g p l a n n i n g 
permission. Local authorities are 
often reluctant to grant permission 
that destroys l iving accommodation, 
so by vandalising the property 

, landlords can cla im that it is 
uninhabitable anyway. For every 
property that landlords actually 
handover for temporary short-life 
housing, while awaiting planning 
p e r m i s s i o n consent, there are 
dozens vandalised in this way and 
left vacant. Such properties are a 
shear waste. The cost of repairing 
them to make squatting possible is 
not worth the risks involved. 

ORGANISE 
Usually for a successful squat a large 
group of at least six people is 
needed. M o v e in quickly, change 
and fit all the locks, and then start 
furnishing and decorating. For the 
first few weeks at least there must 
be someone in the squat at all times. 
This prevents anyone using section 
6 in the C r i m i n a l La w Act ; s imply 
breaking in and throwing your stuff 
out. In effect, if y o u leave the place 
empty someone could squat y o u ! If 
someone is going to evict y o u 
legally, they w i l l have to go to the 
civil courts which can take up to two 
months and even then it might be 
another month before the over­
worked court bailiffs can get round 
to evicting y o u . Hopeful ly though, 
y o u have found somewhere where 
nobody w i l l bother y o u . Often 
f q i . M t e r s can come to an 
a r r , e m e n t with the owners which 
cur. benefit both sides and avoid the 
courts. 

M a n y people object to squatting 
as immoral and say that it is 
basically a crime, that squatters are 
jumping the house waiting lists and 
that they are trying to get something 
for nothing. Accussations that all 
squatters are of d u b i o u s a n d 
undesirable character are common. 

Squatters are normal people w h o 
often, due to desperation, have 
chosen to act rather than be pushed 
around. The present system of 
rented accommodation sees many 
poor people having to pay most of 
their earnings to rich landlords w h o 
just sit back and let it roll i n . 

It is a greater crime that there are 
more than 850,000 empty homes in 
the U K which could be used to 
house the homeless. A vast majority 

Libyan Embassy squatted 

of these are in L o n d o n and by 
squatting they are regained and 
made inhabitable again. 

Imperial College students have 
been involved in squatting before. 
In particular, the mass squat of the 
Libyan consulate from m i d - A p r i l 
1986 unti l late June. D u r i n g this 
time, around 40 people occupied the 
abandoned consulate u n t i l f inally 
being evicted. It is quite possible 
that if they had caused less nuisance 
to local residents they could have 
been there much longer. 

In conclusion, both short-life 
housing and squatting offer viable 
and cheap alternative sources of 
accommodation. Both require w o r k 
and effort to furnish, decorate and 
be successful. W h i l s t short-life 
housing is a cheap alternative to 
normal rented accommodation it is 
difficult to get a place without 
persistence. 

S q u a t t i n g r e q u i r e s g o o d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n . There are m a n y 
pitfalls involved and the insecurity 
is a major drawback. M a n y people 
wi l l remain convinced that it is 
morally w r o n g . H o w e v e r , if the 
drastic financial changes threatened 
by the present Government on 
s tudents come to force t h e n 
squatting wil l become very attractive 
financially. Maybe large student 
squats with a high public profile, 
like the Libyan consulate squat, 
w o u l d be one of the most effective 
forms of student protest. That is for 
the future, but for the present, good 
l u c k i n y o u r search for 
accommodation, there is still hope-
but it takes work ! Think about the 
alternatives. 
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Reviews 
OPERA 

A King Listens 
A King Listens or The Emperor ' s 
N e w Qothes? That was the question 
I heard voiced in the ladies' d u r i n g 
the interval of the British premiere 
of this n e w opera—a reworking of 
Shakespeare ' s Tempest. It was 
certainly h a r d to tell whether the 
tangibly enthusiastic atmosphere i n 
the Royal Opera House was out of 
a g e n u i n e e n j o y m e n t of the 
performance or a desire to appear as 
musical ly sophisticated as the next 
person. A t the end of the init ial ly 
polite applause swel led as the 
audience recognised the i n d i v i d u a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s of the so lo i s t s , 
designer, product ion team and 

f i n a l l y the c o m p o s e r — L u c i a n o 
Berio, who had also conducted. This 
was quite right and proper as the 
performances were well crafted and 
G r a h a m Vick ' s , apparently 'whol ly 
fa i thful ' , production creates what 
the stage directions describe as a 
'Kaleidoscope of action' . Berio's 
music is modern, rich and intriguing 
but is the opera a success.? 

W h e n we hear do we listen? 
W h e n we listen what do we hear? 
T h e r e are a r g u a b l y no m o r e 
important questions for a musician 
to ask in an age w h e n the act of 
c o n s c i o u s l i s t e n i n g a n d 
understanding is ever more forcibly 
submerged by the tumult of passive 
hearing. Berio has made them the 
centre of t h i s , h i s t h e a t r i c a l 
extravaganza and in place of what 
could have been merely a didactic 

'Walker' 
Cert 18, opens late March at the 
Gate, Notting H i l l . 

Here's a new film from the makers 
of Sid and Nancy and Repo Man/ 

The story is true. Walker strides into 
Nicaragua from the U S and becomes 
democratic dictator for two years. 
Alex C o x has chosen to tell this tale 
in and o d d mixture of parody, 
comedy and cynic ism. 

There is a lot of b lood i n this f i lm. 
It is strangely beautiful ; a surreal 
spur t ing b l o o d and s low- f ly ing 
bodies create a k i n d of ballet set to 
Mexican bass-lines. The music is 
wel l chosen: too hard for sentiment, 
too subtle to glorify the horror in 
any w a y . There are many of these 
'b lood ballets' and they are all 
entrancing. 

Sadly this talent is f loundering in 
the rest of the f i lm. Cox succeeds so 
wel l in avoiding any established 
styles and attitudes that he loses 
sight of his o w n . There is no 
dishonest , cheap e m o t i o n , no 
glorification of battle, nor even easy 
condemnation of Amer ica . It is not 
cl iched. But it is not interesting 
either. 

Even the character of Walker 
r e m a i n s u n e x p l o r e d , r e n d e r e d 
impotent, for the most part, by 
comedy. There is only one scene of 
scary craziness, w h e n Walker cuts 
off his lifeline shipping supply from 
the U S almost to spite himself. 
H o v e r i n g o n the thin edge of sanity 
and genius , f r o m whence the 
power-craze spr ings , this is a 
breath-holding, tantalising glimpse 
of what could have been. 

Cox sticks to his guns throughout, 
and edits out any more emotion. 
What a shame, all we have left is the 
visual stimulation and a few laughs 
w i t h a cynical after-taste. G o home 
and make a music video boys. 

Susan Appleby. 

and philosophising drama based on 
Calv ino ' s libretto he has created an 
enthra l l ing , dream-l ike m us i ca l 
spectacle w h i c h circles around the 
questions without ever anwering 
them. So writes Nicholas K e n y o n of 
the Sunday Observer. 

A g r e e d , the e v e n i n g w a s 
entertaining, the story is irrelevant, 
and no answers are provided. There 
is a constant background 'noise ' of 

singers, scene shifters, bal lroom 
dancers, acrobatics, a trapeze artist, 
a w o m a n sawn i n half etc. (I was 
mesmerised by a prolonged lovers ' 
tiff between two mimes) and w h e n 
the chorus took off (literally) it was 
something of a theatrical coup. But 
i n the final analysis I am reminded 
of Rossini 's comment on Wagner. 
There were some beautiful moments 
but bad quarters of an hour ! ' . 

VIDEO 

Wall Street 
Oliver Stone's expedition into the 
fast w o r l d of h i g h finance and h i g h 
society was one of last year's best 
f i lm releases. The leading role is 
taken by Michael Douglas, p lay ing 
the corporate raider G o r d o n Gekko, 
rich beyond belief and ruthless 
beyond imagination. 

Broker Charlie Sheen aspires to be 

his understudy, and gets a shot 
t h r o u g h sheer p e r s i s t e n c e . 
Catapulted into this crazy w o r l d , 
unready and incapable, he is always 
destined for a mighty fall and his 
only compensation is that he just 
might be able to bring G e k k o d o w n 
w i t h himself . 

The support ing cast of D a r y l 
H a n n a h , M a r t i n S h e e n a n d 
Terrence Stamp help the movie 
along, and the insular setting of the 
N e w York business w o r l d gives a 
solid and beleiveable element to an 
excel lent m o v i e . T h i s f i l m is 
r e c o m m e n d e d to e v e r y o n e , 
especially if y o u missed it last t ime 
around. 

Andreiv Clarke. 

PREVIEW 

Working 
Girl 
Wall Street meets Secret of my Success 
i n this comedy drama set i n the 
executive shark pools of Manhattan. 

Tess M c G i l l (Melanie Griffith) is 
smart, gorgeous and struggling. Her 
life has become an endless r o u n d of 
ferry commutes, lecherous bosses 
and low pay. But she is determined 
to use her brain and talent to p u l l 
herself out of the secretarial pool 
and into the-upper echelons of N e w 
York 's brokerage industry. Wi th the 

h e l p of a w h i t e col lar P r i n c e 
C h a r m i n g (Harr ison Ford), she 
takes a trip u p the treacherous 
corporate ladder, but all the whi le 
trying to avoid her h igh-powered 
boss ( S i g o u r n e y W e a v e r ) , a 
seductive piranha. 

A powerhouse trio of stars add 
zest to an already impressive script. 
M a l a n i e G r i f f i t h (Body Double, 
Stormy Monday) at last gets a chance 
to shine after years of mediocre 
roles; Harr i son Ford tries his h a n d 
at comedy, and is rather good at it. 
W e ' l l see h i m in Indiana Jones and the 
Last Crusade i n June; and Sigourney 
Weaver is delightfully evil in a Oscar 
nominated role. 

The f i lm has picked u p a wealth 
of Oscar nominations including best 
picture. It promises to be this year's 
Broadcast Neivs. 

Release date M a r c h 31st. 
Sumit Guha. 
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Reviews 

Rainman 
Every Easter we have the Oscars, a 
time w h e n movies are sold on 
nominations rather than cast. Every 
year there are a couple of films 
hoping to grab more than a handful, 
prominent for a whi le , forgotten a 
few months later. Remember The 
Last Emperor, Ghandi and Amadeus? 
This year is no different. 

Rainman boas ts e ight 
nominat ions , inc luding best actor, 
director and f i l m . It opens today, in 
a s w a r m of publici ty, and whi le it 
may wel l clean u p at the Academy, 
it w i l l be far f rom your m i n d by the 
time you ' re laz ing on a beach, just 
as its i l lustrious predecessors were 
i n summers past. 

This is the story of Charl ie Babbitt 
(Tom Cruise), a smooth, slick Italian 
car salesman, struggling between 
big bucks and b i g debts. H i s 
character has all the substance of 
Cruise ' s previous roles i n Top Gun, 
Cocktail and The Colour of Money, 
e s p e c i a l l y h i s a r r o g a n c e a n d 
insecurity. Here though is a guy that 
w o m e n w o u l d ki l l to have, and men 
w o u l d have to k i l l . 

Charl ie learns of his father's 
death, but does not inherit the three 
m i l l i o n dollar estate. There are 
events past w h i c h have severed 
their relationship. H e remembers 
little except that he was unhappy . 
' W h e n I was a k i d and got scared, 
the Rain M a n used to sing to me. ' 

R a y m o n d Babbi t t ( D u s t i n 
Hoffman) is Charlie's elder brother, 
formerly undiscovered, and n o w 
sole beneficiary of the w i l l . H e is an 
autistic savant, a man of great talent, 
locked w i t h i n his o w n m i n d , his 
incomprehension of feeling and 
emotion, a barrier to the outside 
w o r l d . 

Charlie needs Raymond to get his 
half of the estate. H e also needs to 
be i n L A to rescue his business, but 
R a y m o n d w i l l o n l y t ravel o n 
backroads. It is destined to be a long 
and tiresome journey for Charlie, as 
he attempts to cope wi th the present 
w h i l s t r e n d e z v o u s i n g w i t h a 
forgotten past. 

It is hard to explain the appeal of 
Rainman. H o f f m a n is superb and 
there can be few complaints w h e n 
he walks away w i t h his Oscar next 
m o n t h . T o m C r u i s e too is 
u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y p r o f i c i e n t , 
g iv ing depth and feeling to a 
difficult role, and all the time 
e m p h a s i s i n g the frustrat ion of 
Charl ie Babbitt: 'I think this autism 

is a bunch of shit because y o u can't 
t e l l me y o u ' r e not i n there 
somewhere. ' 

The music and photography give 
the f i l m a w a r m feel, and there is 
almost a touch of M i a m i Vice about 
it. A good deal of close camerawork 

, keeps the story intense despite an 
absence of action and there are one 
or two laughs to relieve this tension. 

Academy A w a r d for best film? 
Perhaps. It deserves something, a 
few hours of your time if nothing 
else. But it w o u l d be nice to see the 
Academy mark Cruise 's first proper 
f i l m role, and H o f f m a n ' s best, in 
some w a y . 

Rainman is showing at The Plaza, 
Lower Regent Street. 

Andrew Clarke. 

EXHIBITION 

Leonardo 
Artist, Scientist, Inventor, 
(Hayward Gallery) 
A n y b o d y w h o calls themselves a 
scientist or an engineer owes it to 
themselves to visit this unique 
exhibit ion of Leonardo da V i n c i ' s 
work . The range of exhibits on show 
demonstrate the incredible breadth 
of da Vinc i ' s interests, opening w i t h 
an outline of his career through 
drawings w h i c h relate to his artistic 
projects, r u n n i n g through 'The 
Ages of M a n ' , "The Natural W o r l d ' , 
' B o d y of Earth and Body of M a n ' , 
' T h e V o r t e x ' , ' T h e Forces of 
Destruction', ' A r t and Imagination', 
'The Measuring Eye ' and 'Structure 
a n d M e c h a n i s m ' . T h e 
draughtsmanship and beauty of his 
drawings is quite breathtaking, and 
their surpr is ingly smal l size serves 
to e m p h a s i z e the i n c r e d i b l e 
intricacy—the anatomical drawings 
are particularly remarkable. 

The exhibit ion moves onto da 
V i n c i ' s scientific and engineering 
work, but the comment theme is the 
magnificent coherence of his v i s i o n 
of m a n i n n a t u r e , a n d h i s 
observation of the forms w h i c h 
occur i n nature, and the w a y i n 
w h i c h these forms could be utilised. 
The sketches of the inventions are 
realised i n well -made models, most 
n o t a b l y the l o v i n g l y m a d e 

centralised symmetrical church, and 
the f ly ing machine, w h i c h was 
created especially for this exhibition. 

The exh ib i t ion also inc ludes 
c o m p u t e r g r a p h i c s o n the 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of g e o m e t r i c a l 
bodies, the effects of shadow and 
light, symmetrical churches, the 
branching system of trees and 
lungs, and the perspective of the 
'Last Supper ' , all suppl ied by I B M , 
the s p o n s o r . These g i v e a 
fascinating insight into da Vinc i ' s 
thoughts. 

This incredible assemblage of 
w o r k w i l l p r o b a b l y never be 
gathered together again, and so 
your £2 (with a student card) w i l l be 
money well spent. By the way, wrap 
u p w e l l ; the exhibition is very 
popular, and a long queue is almost 
inevitable. 

Michael Kirsch. 

The Big Blue 
' A n existential comic str ip ' is h o w 
Time Out described Luc Besson's The 
Big Blue. The f i l m is about two 
men's passion for the sea. Jacques 
( J e a n - M a r c Barr) is a q u i e t , 
monosyllabic Frenchman and his 
ch i ldhood fr iend E n z o (Jean Reno)/; 

a b o i s t r o u s I ta l ian . T h e y are 
competing against each other i n the 
W o r l d D i v i n g C h a m p i o n s h i p s . 
Pout ing b lond Johana (Rosanna 
Arquette) provides the romantic 
interest. 

The scene is set i n Sicily, Greece 
and the French Riviera and boasts 
some of the most mesmerising 
photography to be seen on the silver 
screen in recent years. 

A strong cast of happy dolphins 
charms the audience w i t h their 
g y m n a s t i c s . T h e t w o m e n 

themselves perform superhuman 
feats of staying under water for 
incredible lengths of time. 

Throbbing music, 70mm scope 
and slow motion sequences give the 
impression of another w o r l d . 

This f i lm is powerful , melancholic 
and different—a healthy antithesis 
of Jaws. 

L o n g after I h a d left the theatre, 
i m a g e s of The Big Blue s t i l l 
reverbrated through m y head. 

A minor classic. 
Azher Abidi. 
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Clubs/Sport 
FOOTBALL  

Bit of a 
scrap 
I C VI—0 
Barts II—0 
W i t h half the team making their last 
appearance for IC, this was a match 
that everybody wanted to w i n . 
H o w e v e r , the g a m e q u i c k l y 
degenerated into a violent scrap, 
largely due to the referee's inability 
to spot, control or p u n i s h the 
excesses of some players. The IC 
defence, expertly marshalled by 
D a v e H a r p e r , c o n t a i n e d the 
opposition for most of the game, but 
on the several occasions that the 
defence was breached, Paul Bradley 
produced some breath-taking saves 
to keep the goal intact. IC s h o u l d 
have had a penalty w h e n Lee Davis 
was quite clearly illegally brought 
d o w n in the penalty area, but the 
referee remained true to form, 
unable to dist inguish the difference 
between a football and rugby tackle, 
and w a v e d ' p l a y - o n ' . 

HOCKEY 

Domination 
I C 2nd XI—3 
I C 3rd X I - 0 
The 2nds continue to dominate the 
U L D i v i s i o n T w o , a point ahead of 
nearest rivals, St Georges. The 
scoreline was clear-cut but hard-
earned against f i rm resistance. The 
first goal came quickly , w i t h Paul 
Turner stepping up to slot a penalty 
flick h igh and to the right of the 
keeper after only five minutes play. 
A l s o in the first half, our short 
corner routine yie lded a goal. The 
shot was stopped by the keeper but 
Jon Beedsmore ghosted in to touch 
the ball home. 

D u r i n g the second half, the 3rds 
had one clear-cut chance w h e n 
Steve Bur ton broke free at the top 
of the circle, but keeper H a r i 
V a m a d e v a n saved wel l to keep a 
clean sheet. M a x Michael is then 
made sure of the result scoring the 
th i rd w i t h a shot f rom the edge of 
the o p p o s i t i o n c irc le p a s s i n g 
through a c r o w d of players into the 
net. F u l l credit to the 3rd XI for 
putt ing u p a determined fight, but 
after the first five minutes, the 2nds 
never looked back. 

SKI RACING 

We like pain 
Last Saturday night, the S k i C l u b 
(soon to be renamed Masochist Soc) 
competed i n the last league race of 
the year at Hemel Hempstead. Once 
again we entered three ful l teams, 
w h i c h perhaps reflects the success 
of the C l u b this year. Before the 
race, the first team were in a strong 

posit ion ten points clear at the top 
of the table, but the second team 
needed a good result to earn a place 
i n the Nat ional finals. 

T h e a p p a l l i n g c o n d i t i o n s 
throughout the evening made the 
slope more slippery than usual, and 
this caused the first team to lose 
their first race. The second team also 
w o n one race and lost the other in 
the first r o u n d , so the teams were 
in the same group for r o u n d 2. 
Unfortunately the third team were 
drawn against two very" good teams, 
so they qualif ied for spending the 
second r o u n d in the bar. 

The second r o u n d proved to be 
disastrous—only the first team w o n 
a race, and that was against the 
second team! The final placings 
were: Firsts 7th, seconds 8th and the 
thirds 13th equal. 

BADMINTON 

All round 
effort 
Imper ia l College—5 
Manchester—4 
Imperial College continues to show 
that its Badminton C l u b has players 
to r i v a l those of a n y o t h e r 
u n i v e r s i t y . O n W e d n e s d a y 
February 1, IC mens 1st team faced 
Manchester i n the quarter finals of 
the U A U . Supporters were kept on 
the edge of their seats as an 
excruciatingly close game unfolded. 
O u r first pair, S i m o n and T i m , had 
a very bad day, only managing to 
w i n one game against Manchester's 
3rd pair. O u r 2nd pair, Bharat and 
Richard, having lost to their 2nd pair 
managed to pul l the game round by 
beating their 1st pair 17-16 i n the 
third . Heros of the day were Trevor 
a n d S v e i n w h o , against a l l 
expectations, w o n t w o games, 
br inging the match to four al l . 
Bharat and Richard then went on to 
complete what should have been a 
routine w i n over Manchester 's 3rd 
pair. Instead though they decided 

to increase m y stress level even 
more by a l lowing themselves to be 
beaten to three before w i n n i n g the 
game and match. 

ICU SEDS  

Space 
Exploration 
Ever wondered h o w advanced and 
e f f i c ient the R u s s i a n Space 
Programme 13 is, or h o w plans for 
the next generation of space planes 
are shaping up? H a v e y o u even 
considered space as a career? 

I C U Students for the Exploration 
and Development of Space (SEDS) 
exists to promote what i n most 
people is a 'latent' interest i n space 
flight, and to assist and advise 
people cons ider ing space as a 
career. W e a im to achieve this by 
having guest speakers talk o n 
various aspects of spaceflight. For 
example we recently had a highly 
successful talk o n ' H o t o l ' by D r R 
C Parkinson of Brit ish Aerospace 
Future Studies Department. 

O u r next lecture is 'future space 
missions and lessons from the past' 
by D a v i d Baker of S igma Projects. 
The lecture w i l l take place o n 
Wendesday M a r c h 8 in room 144 
H u x l e y at 2.00pm. The fo l lowing 
week sees D r A n d e r s H a n s o n of 
C o m m e r c i a l Space T e c h n o l o g y 
speaking on 'Biomedial Problems of 
Space. 

Interested? Contact C h a r m i a n 
Leaver, C o m p u t i n g M S c or Jason 
Hatton, Life Sci 1. Membersh ip is 
£1.50. 

FILMSOC  

Thrills & 
Chills 
This Thursday Filmsoc presents 
A n g e l Heart, A l a n Parker's stylish 
thriller. Set in the 1950s it begins as 
a conventional detective story, w i t h 

private eye H a r o l d A n g e l (Mickey 
Rourke) h i red by the mysterious 
L o u i s C y p h r e (a c h i l l i n g 
performance by Robert de Niro) to 
f ind a singer w h o has disappeared, 
o w i n g C y p h r e money. 

A n g e l ' s search leads h i m to N e w 
Orleans where he is d r a w n into the 
fr ightening w o r l d of voodoo and 
satanism. 

The f i l m climaxes w i t h a shock 
ending that w i l l haunt y o u for days 
afterwards. . . 

Angel Heart is also noticeable for 
a sexually-charged performance by 
Lisa Bonet, i n a role a m i l l i o n miles 
away f rom that of homely daughter 
Denise Huxtable, in The Cosby Show. 
Details i n 'What ' s O n ' . 

Final ly a plea to all y o u f i l m buffs 
out there look ing to flesh out your 
C V s . Fi lmsoc is looking for n e w 
committee members. Put up posters 
and help set u p the f i l m equipment 
on Thursday evenings and i n return 
get to see the f i lms free! If you ' re 
interested, come a n d see any 
committee member at Thursday ' s 
screening. 

IC RADIO 

Radio Haze 
Y o u k n o w the feeling: switch o n IC 
Radio i n the m o o d for T o m Jones, 
and there's Sonic Y o u t h instead. 
H o w do y o u k n o w what to expect? 

W e l l every week we have a range 
of specialist music shows catering 
for a variety of musical palates, T o m 
Y o u t h and Sonic Jones inc luded . 

Sunday, 10am-12noon: Garbriella 's 
Sunday Supplement, our very o w n 
talking magazine. 

Monday, 6-7pm: Susan's R i p v a n -
winklepicker S h o w . Indie thrash, 
house and mouse fo l lowed by The 
S h o w w i t h N o N a m e : C a r l plays 
hardcore, m e d i u m core, apple core 
thrash, a n y t h i n g fast a n d the 
occasionaly sl ip into mainstream 
indie p o p . 9-10pm: Favid induces 
y o u to step into his f u n k y and crazy 
w o r l d ; move to the music and 
marvel at his vocal range. 

Tuesday, 5-7pm: T o m and Dave 
(that cheery c o c k n e y d u o — o r 
perhaps not). 

Thursday, 5 -7pm: Joseph—from 
acid house to acid goth, w i t h the 
o d d pint of Guiness i n between, 
teams u p w i t h Rob. 9 - l l p m : N i g e l 
Baker, the m a n behind the c u d d l y 
toy, plays p u n k to M a n t o v a n i but 
mostly thrusty rock music . 

This is just a taste of our regular 
shows—call into the station for u p -
to-the-minute schedules, and if 
you 're not hearing your style of 
music, w h y not come in and do a 
show yourself? 
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Felix 

W h a t ' s O n 
A guide to events in and around 
IC. 

FRIDAY  
Consoc Meeting 12.30pm 
ME569. 
Friday Jamaa Prayer 1.00pm 
Southside G y m . 
Christian Union 
Meeting 5.30pm 
308 H u x l e y . T ime for prayer, 
w o r s h i p and discussion. 
Poetry Readings 6.30pm 
Univers i ty of L o n d o n School of 
Or ienta l and Afr i can Studies 
R o o m G57. 
Fencing Club 12.30pm 
U n i o n G y m . Meet ing also at 6 
o'clock. 
IC Ents Gig 9.00pm 
'Jesus Jones' & 'Century Boys ' i n 
the U n i o n Lounge . Disco and bar 
extension. Tickets £1.50 (adv) or 
£2 (door). 

S A T U R D A Y  
Karate 10.00am 
Southside G y m . Beginners 
welcome. B u i l d your fitness and 
confidence. 
IC Kung Fu . . . . . 4.30pm 
Southside G y m . Beginners 
a lways welcome. 

S U N D A Y  
Sunday Mass... 11.00am 
West L o n d o n Catholic 
Chapla incy , M o r e House , 53 
C r o m w e l l R o a d . Also at 6 p m 
(fol lowed by bar supper). A l l 
welcome. 
Wargames 1.00pm 
Senior C o m m o n R o o m . A l l 
Welcome. 
Kung Fu 4.30pm 
U n i o n G y m . Beginners welcome. 
R C S U Night in 
the Bar 7.00pm 
Union Bar. 

M O N D A Y  
Rock Soc Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside U p p e r Lounge . 
A n y o n e interested in any form of 
rock music come a long. 
Artsoc Meeting 12.30pm 
U n i o n S C R . S ign u p for shows. 
M e m b e r s h i p £2 . 
Yacht Club Meeting 12.30pm 
Upstairs i n Southside. 
Recitation of 
Holy Qur'an 1.30pm 
9 Prince 's Gardens (Basement). 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside G y m . 
IC Concert Band 
Rehearsal 5.45pm 
Great H a l l . A l l players please. 
Improvers Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. 80p. 
Beginners Rock 
' n ' Roll 6.45pm 
U D H . 80p. 
Advanced Ballroom 7.00pm 
JCR. 80p. 

Karate 7.00pm 
Southside G y m . Beginners 
welcome. Bui ld your fitness and 
confidence. 
Latin American 
Dance Class 8.00pm 
U D H . C h a , Samba, Rumba, etc. 
80p 

T U E S D A Y 

Everyone interested should come 
along. 
Improvers Ballroom 8.00pm 
JCR. 80p. 
Mountaineering 
Club Meeting 9.00pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 
Beginners always welcome. 

W E D N E S D A Y 
C U Prayer 8.15am 
308 H u x l e y . For those w h o think 
prayer is more important than 
sleep. Free. 
Remote Controlled 
Modelling Club 12.30pm 
Southside Upper . 
Sailing Club .12.30pm 
Meet ing i n Southside Lounge . 
Boardsailing Club 12.30pm 
Southside Lounge . 
Audio Soc Demo 12.30pm 
H o l l a n d C l u b Function R o o m . 
'The Cornflake S h o p ' . W h i c h 
sounds better v i n y l L P or 
compact disc? 
Audiosoc Meeting 12.30pm 
U n i o n S C R . Cheap records and 
tapes etc. 
Roman Catholic 
Mass 12.40pm 
M e c h E n g 702. Mass fol lowed by 
lunch . 50p. 
Ski Club Meeting 12.45pm 
Southside Lounge. Interested in 
learning to ski? Already hooked? 
Want to try racing? Come and 
f ind out more. 
IC Ents Meeting 1.00pm 
U n i o n Lounge. A l l welcome. 
3rd World First 1.00pm 
4th Floor, E n v Tech, 48 Prince's 
Gardens . 
Beatles Hour 1.00pm 
For all the best Beatle and Beatle-
related material on C d wi th 
Spenser Lane. 
Qur'an, tradition 
of Prophet 1.30pm 
9 Prince's Gardens . 
Amnesty Meeting 5.30pm 
B r o w n Committee R o o m (top 
floor U n i o n Bui lding) . 
Meditative Prayer 5.45pm 
Chapla in ' s Office, 10 Prince's 
Gardens . Come and join us for 
some peace and quiet. See West 
L o n d o n Chaplaincy. 
Keep Fit 6.00pm 
Southside G y m . Stretch class. 
Beginners Ballroom 6.00pm 
JCR. 80p. A l l welcome. 
Judo 6.30pm 
U n i o n G y m . A l l grades. 
Beginners welcome. 
Latin American Soc 7.00pm 
F i l m ' S i m o n of the Desert ' i n 
R o o m M e c h E n g 220. Members 
50p, others £1.50. 
Karate 7.00pm 
Southside G y m . Beginners 
welcome. B u i l d your fitness and 
confidence. 
Intermediate Ballroom 7.00pm 
JCR. 80p. 
Caving Club Meeting 7.00pm 
Southside Upper Lounge. 

Keep Fit 12.30pm 
Southside G y m . 
Sailing Meeting .12.30pm 
Outside Southside. 
Caving Club Meeting 1.00pm I 
Micro Club Meeting 1.00pm 
Third Floor, U n i o n Bui ld ing . If 
you're interested in computers 
come along. 
Hamsoc Meeting 1.15pm 
T h i r d Floor of U n i o n B u i l d i n g . 
Amateur Radio Society regular 
weekly meeting. 
ICU SEDS Meeting 2.00pm 
H u x l e y 144. Students for the 
Explorat ion and Development of 
Space present Dr D a v i d Baker of 
Sigma Projects. 
Intermediate Rock 
'n ' Roll Class 2.75pm 
U D H . 80p. 
Jazz Dance Class 3.15pm 
U D H . 80p. 
Karate 3.30pm 
Southside G y m . Beginners 
welcome. Bui ld your fitness and 
confidence. 
Open Circle Study 4.30pm 
9 Prince's Gardens. See Islamic 
Soc. 
Kung Fu 7.30pm 
U n i o n G y m . Grandmaster C K 
Chang ' s class. 
Basic Chr i s t ian i ty 6.30pm 
Senior C o m m o n R o o m , 7th Floor. 
A meeting held by Universi ty 
Chris t ian Outreach examining the 

life and claims of Jesus. 
Orchestra Rehearsal 7.00pm 
Great H a l l . Last chance to get 
M a h l e r 3 right. 

T H U R S D A Y  
Fencing Club 12.30pm 
U n i o n G y m . Meet ing also at 6 
o'clock 
ICYHA Meeting 12.30pm 
Southside U p p e r Lounge . 
Everyone welcome. 
Audiosoc Meeting 12.30pm 
U n i o n S C R . Cheap records, tapes 
etc. 
Methsoc Meeting 12.30pm 
M e c h E n g 703. A G M , elections 
and c o m m u n i o n . 
Ski Club 
The S k i C l u b w i l l only meet on 
Tuesdays this term. 
Debating Society 1.00pm 
R o o m 341 Maths (Huxley) . 
Arabic Lessons 1.30pm 
9 Prince's Gardens . See Islamic 
Soc. 
Keep Fit 5.30pm 
Southside G y m . 
Prayer Meeting 5.30pm 
Chapla in ' s Office, 10 Prince 's 
Gardens . A l l Christ ians i n 
College are welcome to come and 
pray for the work of Christ ians in 
College. 
Cricket Nets 5.45pm 
Meet in M e c h E n g Foyer. S ign 
u p o n cricket noticeboard. 
Everyone welcome. 
Judo 6.30pm 
U n i o n G y m . Beginners welcome. 
Filmsoc Film 7.00pm 
M e c h E n g 220. ' A n g e l Heart ' (see 
C l u b ' s page). Members 50p, n o n -
members £1.50, membership £3 . 
Soup Run 9.15pm 
Meet Week 's H a l l Basement (back 
by 11pm). 

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Situation Vacant 
One person required to work in the Union Office from Thursday 
30th March to.Friday 21st April. 
Salary 
£150 (total) plus free room in Hall 
Hours 
37% per week 
Job Description 
A computer database needs setting up and using for an initial 
mailshot to generate advertising revenue for various Union 
publications. 
Experience 
Computer literacy an advantage, publications or advertising 
experience also an advantage. 
Closing date for applications 
10th March 1989. 
For more details and application form see Nigel Baker in the Union 
Office, Beit Quad. 
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Heart attack city 
Look after vour heart week, 6-10 
M a r c h 

Coronary Heart Disease is a most 
common cause of death in Britain 
today. It kills more people than all 
the different types of cancer put 
together. Every year in England 
about 150,000 people die of a heart 
attack or related condi t ion. The 
death from Coronary Heart Disease 
( C H D ) in England and Wales is one 
of the highest in the w o r l d . 

There are several different causes 
of C H D and scientific studies over 
the last thirty years have shown that 
certain factors can increase the 
likelihood of developing the disease. 
Some of these; such as gender, age, 
a n d f a m i l y h i s t o r y are 
unavoidable—others are not. 

Cigarette sm ok ing is n o w the 
most important preventable cause of 
premature death and chronic illness. 
A b o u t one out of every four 
smokers dies from diseases directly 
caused by smoking . L u n g cancer, 
a n d o t h e r l u n g diseases l i k e 
emphasema can be caused by 
s m o k i n g and the risk of getting 
heart disease is double for a smoker. 

A survev of 'the Heights and 
Weights of A d u l t s in Great Br i ta in ' 
carried out by O P C S in 1984 showed 
that more than 30% of adults in 
E n g l a n d are o v e r w e i g h t . M o s t 
obesity is not just due to overeating 
but eating too much of the w r o n g 
k ind of food. A diet high in fat, and 
particularly saturated fats raises the 
concentration of cholesterol in the 
blood w h i c h over a time causes 

n a r r o w i n g of the arter ies 
consequent ly l eading to heart 
disease. A low fat, high fibre diet 
can keep weight under control and 
lessen the risk of C H D . 

Lack of exercise, high alcohol 
intake, high blood pressure and 
stress are also contributing factors 
in the incidence of heart disease. 
Regular exercise increases the 
efficiency of both the heart and 
circulation, releases tension and 
helps control weight. Hypertension 
(high blood pressure) sufferers can 
alleviate their condition and reduce 
the risk of C H D by cutting d o w n 
their alcohol and fat intake, g iv ing 
up smoking and increasing exercise. 

H a v i n g looked at the causes of 
C H D many of us w i l l realise that we 
are already at risk of developing the 
disease in later life. So what can we 
do about it? The answer is to try to 
change to a healthier lifestyle which 
might mean giving up smoking, 
changing our diet or getting some 
exercise. A s part of the Welfare '89 
initiative IC U n i o n have arranged 
w i t h the R i v e r s i d e H e a l t h 
Promotion Service to run an event 
to promote 'Look after your heart 
week' . This w i l l take place in the 
J C R on T h u r s d a y 9th M a r c h 
between l l a m - 2 p m . There w i l l be 
displays p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n 
about diet, exercise, g iv ing u p 
smoking etc and representatives 
from Riverside Health Promotion 
Service wi l l be there to answer your 
questions. So call in to the JCR on 
March 9, your future health may 
depend on it! 

Yve Posner. 

'Blistering guitar, keyboards, 
drums from a maniac and 
samples' 
Tonight, Friday 3rd March , IC Ents 
are put t ing o n Jesus Jones plus 
support from Century Boys in the 
U n i o n Lounge . N o t only this, but 
there's a disco and bar extension. 

The doors open at 9pm and tickets 
are available on the door (at £2) or 
in advance f rom the U n i o n Office 
(£1.50). 

For those of you who 've not heard 
of the band, they're just outside the 
charts w i t h their debut single Info-
Freako (if you 've come along to any 
of the U n i o n discos in the past 
couple of weeks y o u ' l l have heard 
it p layed regularly). 

W i d e l y recognised as potentially 

the first pop stars of '89, the band, 
since forming in August last year 
and s igning a deal w i t h food 
records, have attracted a great deal 
of attention and those of y o u 
w h o ' v e glanced through the music 
press recently w i l l have seen the 
hype associated wi th this. 

The live show has been described 
as 'blistering guitar, keyboards, 
drums from a maniac and samples'. 
The band look set to chart in the 
next couple of weeks and this w i l l 
be one of the last opportunities to 
catch them before they become 
incredibly successful. 

Paul Watkiss. 

Rumours 
Elections 
I have heard a few rumours that 
certain candidates are expressing 
disquiet because 1 am a bit friendly 
(not biblically) with some of their 
adversaries. M y answer to this is 
simple. I was elected as H o n Sec last 
year as a fit and proper person with 
sufficient integrity to act out all m y 
duties, including Returning Officer. 
If people think that my integrity w i l l 
not encompass the ability to remain 
impartial during the elections or any 
appeal against procedure, then they 
should no-confidence me at a U G M . 
If, however, thev feel that this is not 
the case but that I should shun the 
friends 1 have had for years purely 
because they are standing, I w o u l d 
suggest that they consider how they 
w o u l d feel if people expected them 
to compromise their friendships 
because of pressure applied due to 
the nature of their work. 

Bye-Laws 
C o u l d a l l C h a i r m e n w i t h 
constitutions filed in the 'Blue Book' 
in mv office please come and see me 

as we are trying to update it over 
Easter. 

V o t i n g 
C o u l d anyone wishing to earn some 
money on the 6th and 7th M a r c h 
(Monday and Tuesday) manning 
the ballot boxes please contact Jen 
in the U n i o n Office. 

ian Morris. 

A wonderful example of 
manhood in its prime. 

ULU TRAVEL 
* L o w c o s t w o r l d w i d e f l i g h t s * S p e c i a l fa res fo r s t u d e n t s 

• Exper t a d v i c e fo r i n d e p e n d e n t t ravel lers 

* Tours, s h o r t b r e a k s it s k i h o l i d a y s * G r o u p b o o k i n g s 

* O v e r 70 o f f i c e s w o r l d w i d e 

From 
ULU Travel 
Sherfield Building 
Imperial College m m m K a m 

London SW7 3 1 E 3 

01-581 1022 Intercontinental 
01-581 8233 European SL/i 
I V H I 

79521, 
ULU TRAVEL 
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News 
continued from front page 
R H B N C met last week to discuss the 
merger proposals and, both groups 
were against the idea 'on principle ' . 

M r John S m i t h , the Col lege 
Secretary, told FELIX last week, that 
the merger could not be forced 
through against the wishes of the 
staff at either College. 

The w o r k i n g party found that the 
proposed expansion at the Egham 
c a m p u s w o u l d prove di f f icul t , 
because of the deeds of the 
ownership of the land. M u c h of the 
l a n d at R H N B N C is Green Belt and 
is maintained in the form of a trust, 
the terms of w h i c h w o u l d prove 
d i f f i cu l t to change . The m a i n 
b u i l d i n g at R H B N C is listed, so 
expansion in its vicinitv is serverely 
curtai led. 

In a joint statement the Rector, 
Eric A s h , and the Principal of 
R H B N C , Dorothy W e d d e r b u r n , 
regretted the loss of opportunity for 
academic benefit but c laimed that 
discussions had revealed 'areas of 
collaboration w h i c h w o u l d be of 
substantial mutual advantage' . 

AUT join last NUS loans march 
Over 35000 students formed a two 
m i l e l o n g p o c e s s i o n t h r o u g h 
L o n d o n last Saturday in a final 
protest against student loans. The 
march, organised by the N U S , was 
attended by students from colleges 
across the country and included a 
large c o n t i n g e n t f r o m the 
Association of University Teachers 
( A U T ) . The event was controlled by 
500 stewards and 1000 police, but 
only five arrests were made. 

The march progressed form the 
V i c t o r i a E m b a n k m e n t to 
K e n n i n g t o n Park via the Houses of 
Parliament and D o w n i n g Street. 
Between 60 and 100 students held 
a ' s i t - d o w n ' protest on Lambeth 
Bridge but were easily moved on, 
and the traffic in Central L o n d o n 
was serverely disrupted unti l late 
evening. 

A rally held at the end of the 
march saw speeches f rom the 
General Secretary of the A U T , 

Young supporters caught by the atmosphere of the march 

Diane Warwick , and the N U S 
president Maeve Sherlock fol lowed 
by musical contributions f rom a 
number of bands. M i s s Warwick 
told the crowd she was ' immensely 

impressed' wi th the student support 
for the A U T action. 

Imperial College had between 60 
and 100 delegates on the march 
inc luding all the U n i o n Executive. 

Satanic motion dropped 
A mot ion o n Salman Rushdie, 
author of 'The Satanic Verses ' was 
d r o p p e d f r o m the a g e n d a of 
Tuesday's U n i o n General Meet ing 
( U G M ) fo l lowing strong opposit ion 
f rom the Islamic Society. 

The motion instructed the society 
to submit a writ ten statement to 
F E L I X c o n d e m n i n g the death 
threats against M r Rushdie . 

The mot ion was deferred w h e n 
members of the society pointed out 
that under the U n i o n constitution a 
U G M agenda s h o u l d be posted on 
all U n i o n noticeboards 14 days i n 
advance a n d that the U n i o n h a d 
failed to do this. They added that 
they needed more time to prepare 

their arguments. 
Ian M o r r i s , H o n Sec (Events), 

pointed out that the U n i o n does not 
k n o w all the motions 'even u p to 
two minutes before the U G M ' , and 
perhaps something ought to be 
done to iron out this anomaly. H e 
also said it w o u l d be unfair and 
unnecessary for the Islamic Society 
to use this constitutional quibble to 
take attention f rom the issue. 

M r M o r r i s added that the motion 
had not been proposed by h i m o n 
the U n i o n and said that he w o u l d 
'be pleased if no more indignant 
rhetoric about the mot ion was 
spouted i n the U n i o n ' s direct ion. ' 

Here we go, here we go 
Hust ings for the I C U Sabbatical 
elections were he ld at St M a r y ' s on 
Tuesday a n d I C o n Thursday this 
week. 

A t the St M a r y ' s h u s t i n g s , 
speeches were m a d e by N e i l 
M c C l u s k e y , Clare McEr lane a n d 
A n d r e w M e r e d i t h for the post of 
President, Al is ta ir G o o d a l l , G a v i n 
Spittlehouse and D a v i d Will iams for 
D e p u t y President, F iona Nicholas 
for H o n Sec (Events) and Robin 
Davison and D a v i d Smedley for 
F E L I X E d i t o r a n d P r i n t U n i t 
Manager . 

T h e s a m e c a n d i d a t e s m a d e 
speeches at the hustings at I C . In 

addit ion speeches were made by 
D o u g K i n g who is standing for H o n 
Sec (Events) and A n d y Bannister 
w h o spoke o n behalf of Sez 
W i l k i n s o n w h o is standing for 
President 

M r Bannister claimed that M i s s 
W i l k i n s o n was unable to be present 
as she had been abducted by 
Daleks. 

Vot ing w i l l take place i n all 
departments o n M o n d a y 6th and 
Tuesday 7th M a r c h , but Geology 
students attending a field course 
next week w i l l be permitted to vote 
today. 

Guilds nick Reggie 
Kings College is n o w minus a 3 foot 
long red and gold concrete l ion . The 
l ion , w h i c h answers to the name of 
'Reggie' , is the Students ' U n i o n 
mascot and was last seen being 
escorted out of the college's Strand 
site by members of the City and 
G u i l d s Mascotry squad. 

The hectic five minute raid took 
place at a r o u n d quarter-to-five 
yesterday w h e n fifteen crack Gui lds 
mascotteers , acting on ' inside 
knowledge ' descended o n the site 
and wheeled the soon-to-be missing 
l ion into a wait ing v a n . 

IC bomb threats 
Fol lowing last weeks bombing of 
Bris to l U n i v e r s i t y by ' A n i m a l 
Rights' activists a number of suspect 
telephone calls, have been received 
in the Sherfield Building at Imperial. 

The College has.received two calls 
in the last week which have taken 
the form of enquiries f rom alleged 
students a s k i n g what type of 
research is carried out in various 
departments. Staff have been asked 
not to divulge information over the 
phone, but have been sending 
prospectuses to enquirers. 

The staff i n the Biochemistry 

D e p a r t m e n t have b e e n g i v e n 
identity cards and the possibility of 
increasing security further w i l l be 
discussed at a staff meeting next 
Wednesday. 

College Secretary, John Smith , 
to ld F E L I X that the increased 
security i n the Biochemistry a n d 
Chemistry bui ld ing was mainly a 
result of an explosion last term. H e 
stressed that the A n i m a l House in 
Biochemistry permenantly 'poses a 
large security r isk ' a n d that the 
additional security is therefore a 
long-term measure. 

Woman in strip shock 
A w o m a n stripped naked i n the 
sports centre on Tuesday evening 
w h e n staff tried to evict her for 
stea l ing a p u r s e . Pol ice were 
eventually called in to remove the 
w o m a n , described by witnesses as 
black, 6 foot tall and 'possibh 

schizophrenic ' . 
Sports Centre staff told FELIX that 

the w o m a n was not a regular but 
added t h a t ' we get our fair share of 
that sort of thing here' . 

The Rector, Professor Eric A s h , 
d i d not comment on the incident. 
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