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Protest Against Government ‘Loans Scheme’ Continues

1.C.U. Plans Lobby of Parliament
Imperial College students’ union

have planned a lobby of Parliament

next Thursday as part of the

continuing protest against the

Government’s ‘Top-Up loans for

students scheme.’ The action will

involve a large number of IC

students gathering at parliament to

talk to, and in some cases present

letters to their own local MPs

stressing what they see as the

pitfalls of the loans scheme.

IC Union president, Nigel Baker,

presented the ideas for the lobby to

the college’s governing body who

were described by the Rector, Eric

Ash, as being ‘‘sympathetic to the

critique of the plans.’’ The Rector

has written to the heads of all

college departments supporting

Nigel Baker’s requests that a

cancellation or rescheduling of

lectures for that afternoon might be

effected. Nigel Baker is also in the

process of visiting 65 per cent of

college department years to explain

the plans and a simple ‘show-of-

hands’ vote has been conducted in

each case to determine the number

of students willing to boycott

Thursday afternoon lectures for the

lobby, should their department not

agree to a change in time-table: In

all cases so far the majority vote has

been in favour of a boycott.

A petition has been drafted by the

union which states that ‘‘the

undersigned believe that the

introduction of student loans will be

detrimental to the future of higher

education and that the loan

proposals put forward by this

government should be withdrawn.”

Copies of this have been circulated

around all college departments and

the union believes that it will receive

‘‘a significantly large number of

signatures.’’

At 1 pm on Thursday Mr Peter

Brook, MP for Westminster South,

is due to address the college on the

issue of student loans. As a

Conservative MP he will be

emphasising the government’s

argument on the issue. The address

will involve a large amount of time

set aside for questions, will take

place in the Great Hall and will

include the presentation of the

college-wide petition to Mr Brook by

Nigel Baker.

At 2 pm Nigel Baker will make a

short speech stressing the aims of

the lobby and the mode of action to

be taken.

Later that afternoon the students

involved will gather at the Houses

of Parliament. There will be no

march, so the plans pose no risk of

arrest as witnessed at the NUS

march on 24th November last year.

The President hopes that many

students will have prepared letters

to their MPs briefly stressing the

argument against loans and

requesting that the MPs meet

representatives of the students’

union and pass on their concerns to

Secretary of State for Education, Mr,

Kenneth Baker.

The action will be followed by

another march on ist February

organised by NUS London which IC

students’ union will be supporting.

Students will march from Finsbury

Circus through the city to

Shoreditch Park.

New London College
One of the most deprived inner-city

areas of London is to be the site of

the first new college in London for

15 years which is due to open its

doors by January 1990. The new

Further Education College will

initially be based at the Arbour

Square and Jubilee Street premises

of the City and East London College

and at Hackney College’s Poplar

Centre. A new extension is to be

built on which work has already

started. The plans have been

received with great enthusiasm by

the London Education Business

Partnership and the East End Local

Employer Network, but were

described by a spokesman from the

Department of Education and

Science as ‘simply renaming

existing parts of Hacknev College’.

The plans were sumitted by Tower

Hamlets Borough Council ia a

scheme set up to involve individual

boroughs in education as the

Doug King

abolition of the Inner London

Education Authority (ILEA) moves

into action. A spokesman for ILEA,

whose further education sub-

Extension work for the new college starts

committee is initiating the plans,

descried the move as ‘a majo
educational improvement in the

Conference

Office

Re-shuffle
The Conference Office has been

reorganised this holiday, following

the resignation of the Conxference

Officer, Miss Gill Davies.

Refectories Manager, Mr Rob

Northey, has now _ taken

responsibility for conferences. He

will oversee the catering himself and

work with Loretto O’Callaghan to

organise the accomodation.

Mr Northey told FELIX that the

plans for the change were initiated

before he started his job 3-4 years

ago, and that the job has always

been in his contract, but the Rector,

Eric Ash, was keen to stress that

Miss Davies has ‘not left because of

any tension at all, but because she

felt she would like a new job after

being here for a number of years.’
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Letters

A supportive

letter
Dear Bill, :

“This is a reaction to a letter of the Islamic Society

in Issue 822. A bottle of whisky is not an

‘abominable thing’: it is just something forbidden

by a few religions. Moderation is a virtue, and

in Ancient Greece, the homeland of all

philosophy, religious and secular, excessiveness.

(the rhetorical ‘hyperbole’) was, and still is, an

insult to God. It usually leads to Ayatollah

Khomeiny types of regime! I therefore express

my support to the Editor, noting that if we,

Christians, were to react with such violence, the

whole of the FELIX Christmas issue should have

been siezed and thereafter destroyed, whilst the

editorial staff would be excommunicated!

Yours sincerely,

Emmanuel Saridakis Physics 1, (Christian)

Shurley shome

mishtake
Dear Editor,

Congratulations on suggesting the best present

for your readers this Christmas. I refer to the

Qur’an (mis-spelt Quoran) in the sack of Father

Christmas on the front cover of the last issue of

Felix. Since embracing Islam eight years ago, |

have found the Qur’an to be the True and

Uncorrupted Word of God, the final and

complete revelation for the guidance of mankind.

The only thing I found objectionable was that the

Qur’an was placed next to a bottle of intoxicants,

something which has been forbidden by the

Qur’an. Also that the Qur’an has been associated

with the pagan festival of Christmas, which is

more of an event for commercial exploitation than

the commemoration of the birth of Jesus of whom

the Qur’an speaks of very highly.

Yours,

T Sadi, Civ Eng

Anonymous

writer avoids

bitching
Dear Bill,

I would like to reply to Mr McCall’s letter

(FELIX 821), which I quite frankly found:

somewhat distasteful. As co-ordinator of the

Hitsquad, I put in at least 60 hours of solid work:

during Rag Week. For this I did not and still do

not expect any money/gifts/thanks/sympathy, in

fact the only thing I did expect was to be flanned.

myself. I did this job because I enjoyed it and,.

although this may sound rather clichéd, I liked.

the idea of others getting enjoyment out of my

work. The careers fair is organised on behalf of

IC students and it is an athema to me that an elite

band should receive a gratuity, particularly when.

one considers that most of the organisations

represented at the Fair would carry out

recruitment drives in College regardless of

whether or not the Careers Fair existed. The

Indsoc members gained much anyway:

organisational experience, ‘brownie points’ and

contacts in companies, a nice little line in their

CV’s and a sense of satisfaction in a job well

done. But no, this was not enough. What

particularly rankled was Mr McCall’s statement

‘If we were to be paid properly then we would

each receive over £80’. Having, due to family

circumstances, spent the last nine years living and

working in the ‘real’ world I find his belief that

his right, as an undergraduate, to put a value to

his work both arrogant and naive. In essence, I

believe that an event like this ought to be run on

a purely voluntary basis, with no thought of

personal gain, as are all other student events in

this College (eg Ents, Rag etc).

Since I have no wish for Indsoc to batter me

to death with their Filofaxes, I have refrained

from making any of the following bitchy

comments:

i. ‘If brains were dynamite, McCall couldn’t

blow his nose.’

ii. ‘Where I come from we say ‘Where’s there’s

muck there’s brass’, perhaps Indsoc Committee

should go and jump in a pile of dung.’

Phew! Good job I avoided using those

comments.

Name withheld by request.

Adverts in

FELIX cost £20
Dear Bill,

Just thought I’d let you and all your readers

know what the RCSU Entertainments Committee

intends to be getting up to in the coming months.

Tonight (Friday 13th) sees our first event selling

burgers in Beit Quad during the Carnival. Please

buy some, we've got more than even I can

possibly eat! The next event pencilled into my

diary is for the weekend starting March 11th

when we'll be going to Amsterdam. Expect to pay

about £50 for travel and accommodation,

depending on how many nights we actually

spend there. In any case it should be far cheaper

than travelling individually.

Finally, on Friday May 5th, is THE event of the

year: the Country House Ball at Silwood Park

near Ascot. Double tickets will cost £55 and only

one hundred will be available. These will include

sherry reception, transport, a glass of

champagne, a buffet meal, wine, band, disco,

breakfast, and a fabulous lighting display

courtesy of Dramsoc.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew Daglish (RCSU Ents Comittee Chairman)

Malayan

Culture
Dear Editor,

Your article on Malaysia written by Third World

First in the issue of November 11 was extremely

disturbing to many Malaysians in Imperial

College. I would therefore like to clarify several

points. In the process;I do not wish to negate

the facts surrounding the article. However, I

would like to point out the reasons for the actions

described in the article, for which the author has

conveniently omitted to inform the reader.

Firstly, in terms of the arms deal, anyone with

a knowledge of the Malaysian armed forces

readily accepts that it is the least equipped force

in the region. Additionally, the military hardware

available is old and decrepit. Thus re-armament

is necessary, given Malaysia's strategic location,

to enhance her role in the defence of the sealanes

used for free world trade. The second, perhaps

more disturbing comment, related to the recent

arrests of the political dissidents. Malaysia is a

culturally mixed country, so has a very volatile

racial mixture. The people arrested have been

fomenting discontent; bringing cultural and

religious prejudices to the fore. The actions that

followed, despite their severity in Western terms,

were necessary to prevent the spread of racial

violence.

] Jengi, Mech Eng 2

AUT Action

hits exams
Dear Student,

This term, your lecturers, supported by other

university staff, will be refusing to set and mark

examinations. You may be adversely affected by

this action and we therefore want you to

understand why it is being taken. This ‘exams

boycott’ is being held by members of the

Association of University Teachers (AUT) as part

of their campaign to achieve decent salaries. After

12 months of negotiation, their employers

(represented by university Vice Chancellors and

principals) have refused to offer any salary

increase at all for 1988. Over the last decade

salaries have fallen (in real terms) by over 20%.

Problems in retaining, recruiting and motivating

high calibre academic and related staff have

escalated beyond recognition. If good staff cannot

be attracted to a university career, then the

students of tomorrow will suffer as Britain loses

its interational reputation for excellence in higher

education.

The action means that members of the

Association of University Teachers (which

represents 30,000 professors, lecturers, librarians,

administrators, researchers and computer staff in

UK university institutions) are withdrawing from

the examination process and the administrative

process which supports it:

-examination papers will not be set

-examinations will not be invigilated

-examination papers will not be marked

In continuous assessment, feedback will be

given, but not formal marks. The action continues

until Vice Chancellors have made their staff a

reasonable pay offer for 1988 and agreed a

timetable for negotiations for 1989.

We are very sorry that it has been necessary

for us to take this drastic action, but we have been

forced into a position where we cannot see any

alternative. If you have any questions about the

action, please do not hesitate to contact me at the

number below.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Susan Parry, President, ICAUT

Ext: 96292/3338
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News

Top up loans

too expensive
The cost of administering the

proposed student ‘top-up’ loan

scheme will far outweigh any

savings it could make according to

a report by Dr Nicholas Barr of thr

London School of Economics.

The Governments claims that the

taxpayer will save £230 millien by

the year 2027 are mistaken according

to Dr Barr who estimates it will cost

£150 million more than the present

grant scheme

According to the report, Banks

and Building Societies are unwilling

to participate in the scheme unless

they are able to recoup their

administrative costs - about £100 per

student.’

The Government proposes

freezing the grants at 1990 levels and

phasing in a loan until it matches the

level of the grant estimated to be in

the year 2007.

ICU to

hold NUS

referendum
Imperial College Union (ICU)

must hold a_ college-wide

referendum on whether to reaffiliate

with the National Union of Students

(NUS) by Easter 1990, it was

revealed on Wednesday. ICU

President, Nigel Baker, was told by

the NUS Executive Committee that

such a vote must be carried out as

a condition for ICU liasing with

them over the issue of Student

Loans. Mr Baker intends to draw up

papers on the matter in the near

future. The papers will then go via

ICU Council to a Union General

Calling All

STUDENT PARENTS

-Do you want help looking after your

child?

-De you need financial assistance?

-Do you want to be free to work?

The Union is in the process of trving to help

the student parents at College. If the

answer to any of the above questions is y¢s,

then we may be able to help you.

Contact Nigel D Baker, ICU President

on extension 3504 NOW!

IC students win BOC challenge
A team of Mechanical Engineering

students from Imperial have won

the British Oxygen Company (BOC)

Undergraduate Challenge. The five

team members, Basil Heaney, Clare

Knowles, Mandy Philips, Richard

Spencer and Dominic Strowbridge,

have each won travel bursaries of

£1500 plus £100 cash, and £5000 for

the College. The team qualified for

the final by coming in the top ten

after the first round of the

competition. Their opponents came

from an original entry of 110 teams

from a broad range of British

Business Schools, Universities and

Polytechnics. Last weekend, the ten

finalist teams assembled at a top

London Hotel to compete over a

further six rounds of the business

game. The winners were announced

at a gala dinner, attended by B.O.C.

Group Chairman Richard Giordano,

Director General of the

Confederation of British Industries

John Banham, and many other

distinguished guests from industry.

The competition is due to run again

next year. Applicants should submit

teams to BOC by the end of the

Summer term.

Queen's Tower

causes Government

split

The fate of the Queens Tower at

Imperial may have caused a

dangerous split in the government

of Harold Macmillan in 1958

according to secret cabinet minutes,

released under the thirty vear rule.

The papers show that ministers

disagreed over the proposals to

demolish the 287 foot Italianate

tower after a public outcry headed

by Sir John Betjemin (later to

become the Poet Laureate) and the

Royal Fine Art Commission.

The government was forced to

reconsider the development

proposals, the only Higher

Education issue to be considered

above committee level in 1958.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer

claimed that to stabilise the Queens

Tower, originally part of the

Imperial Instute Building and

historically unconnected with IC,

would have cost £200,000 but to pull

it down only £40,000. ‘To the charge

of vandalism they would no doubt

add a charge of breach of faith. I

doubt whether the resulting row

would be worthwhile,’ he said.

The Queens Tower was reprieved

as a free standing campanile the

form in which it stands now ,

against the Chanceilor’s wish to

save money and much to the

chagrin of the architects, who

wanted to build on the site.

New Year's

honours
A number of College notables

were featured in the recent New

Years Honours list.

Mr Evelyn de Rothschild, the

chairman of the Governing Body of

St Mary’s Medical School received

a Knighthood. Mr A.L Smith, a

visiting Professor of Chemistry, was

awarded an OBE; and the director

of the Japan-Europe Industry

Research Centre, Prof Ronald Dore

was awarded a CBE.

Roll up for

delicious new

meals
The Southside Kebab Bar has this

term introduced three ‘delicious’

new meals to their repertoire. The

New Tandoori Chicken Kebab is

guaranteed to keep you warm all

night at a very reasonable price of

£2, said a spokeswoman. Barbequed

Spare Ribs at £1.75 and a Steak

Sandwich at £1.65 are also now

available.
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