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Bridge in troubled water

Students are still in the dark over the suspension of the Union Snack ~¢Mmergency motion, proposed by
Bar staff and over the position of Deputy President Alan Rose,
following yesterday’s AGM. The Union Executive gave a limiied
explanation of the crisis, but were not able to disclose full details.

The meeting was opened to an
audience of around 200 students at
1.05pm yesterday in the Union
Concert Hall. It was decided that
awards should be handed out to their
various recipients before the rest of
the business was dealt with.

The first awards to be made were
ICU Social Colours to members of
College staff. Prof D Ewing and
Vernon McClure received their
awards for their work on academic
affairs; Patrick the Beit Quadrangle
Messenger for his work as a
messenger; Adrian Johnson for his
work as Union Bar Manager; Reggie
Blennerhassett for his work as Union
Accountant; and Sashi Patel for his
work in the Wages Office.

After this, Imperial College Union
President Sydney Harbour-Bridge
announced that a new ICU award was
to be given by the ICU Executive for
outstanding service to the Union in
any one year. John Noble and Ian
Morris were awarded an ICU
Outstanding Service Award for their
work on Entertainments; Nigel Baker
for his work on Rag; Chas Brereton
for his work on Academic Affairs;
Mark Harris for his general help
around the Union Office; Rob Kelly
for his work last year; Dr Ken Weale
for his work as ICU Honorary Senior
Treasurer; Chris Martin for his work
on Publications Board and transport;
and Kevin O’Connor for his work on
accommodation.

The final awards to be made at the
meeting were the Union General
Awards (UGA), given by the Union
President foi service to the Union
over a sustained period. The first
UGA was awarded to Chas Jackson,

this year’s ICU Honorary Secretary,
for his work as last year’s ICU
Publicity Officer and Hon Sec.
Quentin Fontana was also given a
UGA for his work as ICU Honorary
Secretary two years ago. Mr Fontana
is no longer a student at Imperial and
was not awarded a UGA by Carl
Burgess, the ICU President two years
ago. Mr Harbour-Bridge said that he
wished to make this retrospective
award because he believed that Mr
Fontana had ‘held the student union
together at that time’.

Mr Chas Brereton was awarded the
third UGA for his work on Academic
Affairs this year and in view of the
large sums of money he has raised in
the past three years for Rag.

Mr David Clements was awarded
his UGA for his work with Debating
Society, Science Fiction Society, the

Royal College of Science Union and

work as ICU Social Clubs Committee
Chairman this year.

The penultimate UGA went to
College Secretary Mr John Smith for
the support that he has given Imperial
College Union over the time he has
been at IC and for the amount of
money he has made available to the
Union this year.

The final UGA was awarded to
Union Administrator Mrs Jen Hardy
Smith who Mr Harbour-Bridge
described as the ‘most deserving
case’. He said that he believed it was
time to make this award to Mrs Hardy
Smith after the many years service she
had put into the Union.

Following the award ceremony, a
procedural motion was passed which
brought the emergency motions to the
top of the agenda. The first

Chris Martin and opposed by the ICU
President, concerned the position of
,the Deputy President, Mr Alan Rose,
who has been relieved of his
management responsibility for the
trading outlets. The motion called on
the Executive to explain why they
took the action regarding Mr Rose
and to present any evidence they had
regarding his alledged ‘gross
misconduct’. It also called for an open
debate on the matter. After speeches
from both sides, the motion was
passed.

At the end of several minutes
discussion of whether the action
should be debated, Mr Harbour-
Bridge agreed to answer questions
from the floor.

When Mr Martin asked why the
Deputy President had been relieved
of his responsibilities, the meeting
was again interrupted by several
procedural motions from the floor and
heated discussion on the conduct of
all four sabbaticals.

Mr Harbour-Bridge was asked to
~ give exact figures for the lost revenue
. from the Union Snack Bar. He said
+ that projected profits of £35,000

(calculated by assuming that the stock
that had been purchased had been
sold) had ‘disappeared’, and that the
Snack Bar had actually made a trading
loss of £10,000 during this academic
year. He added that last year’s trading
deficit had been £3,000.

Mr Rose stated that he believed that
decisions made by the Executive two
weeks ago had been based on opinions
and not facts. Again the floor asked
for clarification of the accusation of
‘gross mismanagement’ which had
been levelled against Mr Rose by the
Executive. Not much was
forthcoming.
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I was getting a little too involved with
the ‘Snack Bar saga’. Certainly this
week, with the bitter feuding on both
sides, I have found myself slipping
further and further towards the ‘Snack
Bar staff side’. I no longer feel able
to comment independently on the
events in the Union and the shambles
of an Annual General Meeting we had
yesterday.

It is for this reason that I have asked
last year’s FELIX Editor David
Jones, who was also present at the
AGM., to write a guest editorial this
week.

Just before I go, I'd like to say a
big thank you to the five people who
turned up to collate last night and
everybody who has rallied around me
this week. I love you all.

NS

1 suppose it was just one IC UGM too
many. Like the compulsive gambler
who puts his last pound on the 33:1
shot but knows in his heart that he’s
pouring money away, or the alcoholic
who can’t put the glass down though
he knows it’s killing him, somehow
I believed this one might be different.
What kind of a fool am I?

After a close involvement with
FELIX and the Union, it has been
disconcerting ‘to have to watch the
goings on inside Beit Quad as an
outsider. Perhaps that change of
perspective has been significant, but
this year the Union seems to have
hauled itself onto a new level of
collective absurdity. Hands up if you
agree with the people from St Mary’s.
And those who disagree. That’s a far
smaller number....

The crass behaviour of all but the
most level-headed students is par for

It occured to me today that perhaps

the course, but it’s especially galling
when there was at least one item of
business that needed as much
discussion as time and/or legal
considerations would allow.
Hopefully the Union as a whole will
be given a full account of the major
trading imbalances in the Bar and
Snack Bar when the matter has been

.. resolved. The only thing which came

out of yesterday’s hot air session was
that among the mightier members of
this shitty students union there are
some personal grudges which run
very deep indeed.

And the biggest personality clash
of all? Ian and Alan may not be best
of friends anymore, but it’s Howgate
versus Hackney which has been at the
forefront of Union in-fighting for
most of the year.

Or at least, that is what everyone
seems to think. I’ve been looking
through this year’s back issues of
FELIX recently, and there really isn’t
much evidence of the anti-Howgate
hate campaign. There are one or two
editorials which betray some personal
dislike for the Union President, but
hardly anything in the rest of the

"paper. Nothing. certainly, to rival the

classic FELICes of Steve Marshall
(1980-81) or even those of Pallab
Ghosh (1983-84) at his most vitriolic.

Now Ian Howgate is an interesting
character. I first met him in early
October 1983, when his chief
interests were playing Dungeons &
Dragons and trying to get laid. He
rose from obscurity in the year before
his election as President when leading
the crusade for better security in
College residences. In this, and
indeed in much of his work as Union
President, he has worked very
conscientiously and with the best
interests of IC students uppermost in
his mind. He has certainly been one
of the most committed of Presidents
in recent years, and if Judith has been
unfair to him, then I think it has been
in not drawing attention to his
dilligence whilst mocking his
eccentricities.

But I'm afraid she has her reasons.
There aren’t many Council members
who were also Union officers last
year, but those who were will have
difficulty forgetting Howgate’s
continual interruptions. Whatever the
subject, he would hold forth as long
as his lungs would hold out. Now it’s
probably expecting tco much of
anyone who seeks public office to be

“shy and retiring, but there’s another

side to this: if you put yourself in the
public eye, you have to be prepared
to take the flack, and this is where
Howgate falls down. He stormed out
of Council on more than one occasion
last year and he withdrew from the
Presidential election first time round
just because a few people made it
clear they did not want him in the job.
It was Ian Howgate that stormed into
the FELIX office during the elections
and demanded that Judith (then VP of
RCSU) immediately round up a group
of RCS students who had chosen to
steal his posters. It was Ian Howgate
that made known his view that the
Union President should have the right
to censor FELIX. It was Jan Howgate
that tried to amend the sabbatical job
descriptions so that all the posts were
subservient to the President. (‘But
why, Ian?’—‘Because I'm the
President.” Well, bugger me). It’s not
surprising that he doesn’t hit it off

%

with the FELIX Editor.

But in one way or another Ilan
Howgate has left his mark on the
Union this year. What I find more
worrying is that his term of office is
having a knock-on effect on FELIX
as well. He’s a hard worker, he’s thin
skinned, and his other great
characteristic is an endless capacity
for self-deception. This is what is
rubbing off on those people who like
to take his point of view. FELIX may
not like Ian Howgate, but Ian decided
long ago that he did not like FELIX.
If the Ian Howgate hate campaign
exists it exists chiefly in the mind of
Ian Howgate, and in the mind of
anyone else he can seduce. FELIX
always gets a good shelling but this
year it seems to have escalated into
a bombardment fed by paranoia. This
is a shame, because you only have to
look at yesterday’s proceedings to
know that, without its newspaper, IC
Union is a festering heap of
egomaniacs. On top of his other
qualities, Ian has a gift for putting
across flawed opinions and being
believed. This is not a situation
without precedent, but only
Presidents such as Carl Burgess have
dared to suggest that they should
control FELIX. From Beit Arch to the
central staircase, an iron curtain has
fallen across IC Union.
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