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EDITORIAL, 

Pomp and C i r c u m s t a n c e . 
At a r e c e n t m e e t i n g of the C. & G. U n i o n , a m o t i o n was 

passed d e p l o r i n g the P r e s i d e n t ' s common mode of a t t i r e , and 
d e c r e e i n g t h a t on o f f i c i a l and s e m i - o f f i c i a l o c c a s i o n s he 
wear a f r o c k c o a t of the o l d G u i l d s b l a z e r m a t e r i a l . S i m i l a r l y 
the R.C.S.Union have d e c i d e d t h a t the august p e r s o n of t h e i r 
P r e s i d e n t s h o u l d be c l o t h e d I n a t o p hat on t h e s e o c c a s i o n s . 
A s i m i l a r m o t i o n was v e r y p r o p e r l y d e f e a t e d i n the R.S.M. 
Union l a s t term - we say p r o p e r l y , because the m otion smacked 
of f r i v o l i t y , and the c e r e m o n i a l d i g n i t y of our P r e s i d e n t s 
i s not a m a t t e r t h a t s h o u l d be t r e a t e d l i g h t l y . 

T h i s reawakening of a p r o p e r sense of the t r u e s p l e n d o u r 
of t h e s e e x a l t e d p o s i t i o n s i s t o be welcomed by a l l of r i g h t 
mind. The w o r l d to-day i s d r a b , and the c o l o u r of o f f i c i a l 
pomp does much t o a l l e v i a t e i t s monotony. L e t us t h e r e f o r e 
have more of t h i s s a r t o r i a l b r i l l i a n c e ; l e t the G u i l d s 
complete the costume w i t h a g r e y t o p h a t ; l e t the R.C.S, 
c l o t h e the body of t h e i r P r e s i d e n t i n a garb becoming h i s 
headgear; and. l e t the R.S.M. c l o t h e t h e i r P r e s i d e n t i n such 
s p l e n d i d plumage as t o put t o shame a l l those of humble 
h a b i t . 

What, t h e n , of the P r e s i d e n t of I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e ? I f 
h i s mere f l u n k e y s are t o be thus g o r g e o u s l y a t t i r e d , what 
p o s s i b l e a p p a r e l c o u l d match the t r u e m a j e s t y of h i s e x a l t e d 
o f f i c e ? We r e g a r d as f r i v o l o u s the s u g g e s t i o n t h a t , a f t e r 
the U n i o n had unanimously deplored, h i s i g n o r a n c e of the meaning 
of the C o l l e g e motto, t h a t a dunces cap would be most a p t . 

T h i s m a t t e r e v i d e n t l y m e r i t s the most s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
by the Union's a b l e s t b r a i n s . I t seems l i k e l y t h a t n o t h i n g 
l e s s w i l l s u f f i c e t h a n a f u l l s u i t of armour, w i t h l a n c e and 
plumed h e l m e t , a w h i t e c h a r g e r and a s h i e l d i n s c r i b e d w i t h 
the C o l l e g e c r e s t - w i t h the motto t r a n s l a t e d . 

A FEW KIND WORDS. 
I n our l a s t E d i t o r i a l we were so busy s a y i n g u n k i n d t h i n g s 

about the R e f e c t o r y Committee t h a t we f o r g o t t o g i v e them the 
pat on the back t h a t they d e s e r v e . The beer i n the bar may 
now be drunk w i t h r e a l p l e a s u r e , f o r i t i s an e x c e l l e n t f i n e 
a l e . C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o the Beer Improvement Sub-Committee, 
Chairman Derek Howe, f o r t h e i r f i n e achievement. 

A word of p r a i s e , t o o , t o the E n t e r t a i n m e n t s Committee 
f o r a d o p t i n g our s u g g e s t i o n of a second bar f o r S a t u r d a y 
n i g h t hops . 



THE REFECTORY. 
By a F e l i x R e p o r t e r , 

I n the l a s t i s s u e of F e l i x , the E d i t o r i a l e x p r e s s e d the 
d i s c o n t e n t of the s t u d e n t s w i t h the l a t e s t i n c r e a s e i n R e f e c t o r y 
p r i c e s , and i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t a f u l l e r e x p l a n a t i o n of the 
i n c r e a s e s i s r e q u i r e d t h a n t h a t g i v e n i n the pamphlet i s s u e d 
by the R e f e c t o r y Committee. I t i s hoped t h a t t h i s a r t i c l e w i l l 
e n able s t u d e n t s t o make a b e t t e r a p p r a i s a l of the s i t u a t i o n 
by g i v i n g them the i m p o r t a n t f a c t s , 

I t i s a l r e a d y w e l l known t h a t the R e f e c t o r y was r u n n i n g 
at a c o n s i d e r a b l e l o s s - £3,451 l a s t y e a r , and at a s i m i l a r 
r a t e t h i s y e a r , and t h a t the Governors c o u l d not c o n t i n u e t o 
meet t h i s l o s s . 

The b a s i c r e a s o n f o r t h e l o s s I s the f l u c t u a t i o n s i n 
demand w h i c h occur I n a p a r t i a l l y r e s i d e n t a l c o l l e g e ; 
f l u c t u a t i o n s of numbers, w i t h a s m a l l number of b r e a k f a s t s and 
s u p p e r s , and a l a r g e number of l u n c h e s ; f l u c t u a t i o n s i n q u a l i t y , 
i n t h a t a h i g h e r s t a n d a r d of meals and s e r v i c e i s r e q u i r e d f o r 
c o l l e g e f u n c t i o n s , l i k e c l u b d i n n e r s and D i n n e r i n H a l l ; and 
heavy f l u c t u a t i o n s i n t h a t the p l a c e I s busy f o r 30 weeks I n 
the y e a r , f a i r l y s l a c k f o r 14 weeks and v e r y s l a c k f o r 8 weeks. 
An o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t can meet t h e s e r e q u i r e m e n t s must i n e v i t a b l y 
be l e s s e f f i c i e n t t h a n a normal c a t e r i n g e s t a b l i s h m e n t , a l t h o u g h 
t h i s l o s s of e f f i c i e n c y i s p a r t l y o f f s e t by the lower overheads. 

I n t h e i r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of how t o b a l a n c e t h e i r budget, 
the Committee has assumed t h a t t h e r e can be. no l o w e r i n g of 
r e q u i r e m e n t s or s t a n d a r d s , and s i n c e the s t a f f i s c o n s i d e r e d 
t o be the minimum n e c e s s a r y t o meet the r e q u i r e m e n t s , t h e r e 
c o u l d t h e r e f o r e be no economy by c u t t i n g the number of s t a f f 
or c o s t of f o o d . A c t u a l l y , two minor economies have been made 
h e r e : i t was f o u n d t h a t one of the c l e a n e r s on the R e f e c t o r y 
p a y r o l l worked elsewhere i n the C o l l e g e most of the t i m e , and 
h e r wages have been t r a n s f e r r e d t o C o l l e g e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ; 
a l s o the u s u a l t r a d i n g d i s c o u n t s had not been o b t a i n e d on some 
item s of f o o d , and t h e s e have now been n e g o t i a t e d . 

A v e r y s u b s t a n t i a l s a v i n g has been a c h i e v e d by i n t r o d u c i n g 
a system of " l a y i n g o f f " s t a f f d u r i n g v a c a t i o n s . R e t a i n e r s 
w i l l be p a i d as a lump sum a t the end of t h e " l a y o f f " p e r i o d s , 
t h e s e b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d a n e c e s s a r y i n c e n t i v e t o the s t a f f . 
r e t u r n i n g . The y e a r has been d i v i d e d i n t o p e r i o d s at w h i c h i t 
i s e s t i m a t e d t o be economic t o employ c e r t a i n numbers of s t a f f an 
adequate w a r n i n g w i l l be g i v e n t o t h o s e t o be " l a i d o f f . " 

T h i s q u i t e d r a s t i c r e o r g a n i z a t i o n w i l l e f f e c t a s a v i n g of 
about £2,000 a y e a r , but t h e r e w i l l s t i l l be a d e f i c i t e s t i m a t e d 
at £1,600. There appeared t o be no way of r e d u c i n g t h i s by 
f u r t h e r r e o r g a n i z a t i o n , and the Committee t h e r e f o r e r e l u c t a n t l y 
d e c i d e d t h a t p r i c e s would have t o be i n c r e a s e d . 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of p r i c e i n c r e a s e s i s w e l l known, a l s o 
t h a t c o n s i d e r a t i o n was made of the f a c t t h a t v a c a t i o n meals 
c o n t r i b u t e l a r g e l y t o the l o s s . I t may, however, be of i n t e r e s t 
t o g i v e the e s t i m a t e d y i e l d f r om the i n c r e a s e s : - s u r c h a r g e on 
f u n c t i o n s £200, v a c a t i o n meals £600, b r e a k f a s t s and suppers £300 
and l u n c h e s £500. 

These, t h e n , are the s a l i e n t f a c t s . I f anyone has any 
s u g g e s t i o n s t o make the Committee would be g l a d t o r e c e i v e them. 
They (the s u g g e s t i o n s ) s h o u l d be dropped i n the s u g g e s t i o n s box 
i n the U n i o n , p r e f e r a b l y t h i s week-end, as the Committee are 
m e e t i n g on Monday, 

The Dilemma. 
There used t o be a s a y i n g t h a t an a p p l e a day keeps the 

d o c t o r away. An a p p l e now c o s t s f i v e pence and the d o c t o r 
n o t h i n g . 
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EASTER ON THE CORNISH SHIVIERA. 

J u s t b e f o r e A p r i l F o o l s ' Day e v e r y year the t i n y C o r n i s h 
n o r t h c o a s t v i l l a g e of P o r t h t c w a n i s i n v a d e d by a s c o r e or so of 
m i n e r s and m i n i n g g e o l o g i s t s . The l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s are u s u a l l y 
warned i n advance and prepare themselves f o r the e i g h t weeks t o 
f o l l o w . On the whole a h e a r t y welcome i s g i v e n t o the v i s i t o r s 
f r o m E n g l a n d and the n e i g h b o u r i n g i n n s and p u b l i c houses check 
over t h e i r s t o c k s of l i q u i d r e f r e s h m e n t , 

Eerhaps t o c a l l the a r r i v a l t h e r e t h i s y e a r an i n v a s i o n 
would be a s l i g h t o v e r s t a t e m e n t , f o r the Mines C a r n i v a l was b a r e l y 
over when the coach and t w e n t y , f o l l o w e d by an odd assortment of 
v e h i c l e s , s e t o f f from South K e n s i n g t o n w i t h l o a d s of s u f f e r e r s 
bound f o r the West. Recovery was s w i f t i n t h e sea b r e e z e , but i t 
was a f u l l month b e f o r e anyone d a r e d t o admit t h a t t h i n g s seen 
t h r o u g h a t h e o d o l i t e t e l e s c o p e appeared u p s i d e down. 

Tywarnhale Mine was an i m p o r t a n t copper p r o d u c e r u n t i l 
f i f t y y e a r s ago when i t c l o s e d down and was t a k e n over by the 
R o y a l S c h o o l of M i n e s . S i n c e t h e n s c o r e s of R.S.M. men have been 
t r a i n e d t h e r e i n s u r f a c e and underground s u r v e y i n g and the p r e s e n t 
c o u r s e i s o r g a n i s e d t o g i v e a t h o r o u g h u n d e r s t a n d i n g of p r a c t i c a l 
mine s u r v e y i n g o b t a i n e d i n a h a r d w o r k i n g but almost h o l i d a y l i k e 
atmosphere. Work on the s u r f a c e and underground i s s e n s i b l y 
a r r a n g e d as f a r as p o s s i b l e t o s u i t the elements but t h i s y e a r ' s 
weather - " t h ' w o r r s t f o r t h i r t e e n y e a r s " - was a d i f f e r e n t 
p r o p o s i t i o n and many got wet. 

The o l u stone power house and l o n g wooden hut w h i c h s e r v e s 
as a " d r y " are p o i n t e d t o w i t h p r i d e by t h e Porthtowan v i l l a g e r s 
who r e f e r t o them as "The" R o y a l S c h o o l of M i n e s . Rumour has i t 
t h a t someone onoe wrote r e q u e s t i n g t o be shown over so t h a t he 
might compare i t w i t h t h e Camborne S c h o o l of Mines' b u i l d i n g s . 
I t i s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t Camborne would have l o s t the v e r d i c t by 
a s h o r t head. 

S p o r t i n g a c t i v i t i e s may be summed up as t h r e e r u g g e r , two 
s o c c e r and a b i l l i a r d s match l o s t ; one d a r t s and one squash match 
won. Most of the pubs between Plymouth and Land's End were l o o k e d 
I n t o and among o t h e r p l a c e s of I n t e r e s t v i s i t e d were H e l s t o n 
(on F l o r a Day), The V i c t o r y (on any d a y ) , the Camborne d r i l l h a l l , 
the R e d r u t h ambulance h a l l , S t . Ives and the Camborne d r i l l h a l l 
and the R e d r u t h ambulance h a l l and the Camborne d r i l l h a l l , 

A p l e a s a n t l i t t l e I n t e r l u d e o c c u r r e d one e v e n i n g i n A p r i l 
when the t h i r d y e a r m i n e r s , down i n Camborne on a two week r o c k 
d r i l l i n g c o u r s e , threw a p a r t y . S u r v e y o r s and r o c k d r i l l e r s 
combined t o make the o c c a s i o n a happy one and. the main r e s u l t s 
were one p o l i c e m a n c o n v i n c e d t h a t he was not up t o "B" D i v i s i o n 
s t a n d a r d and many e a r l y morning a r r i v a l s at the Camborne S c h o o l 
of Mines shocked t o see t h e i r f l a g p o l e capped, by a c h i n a u t e n s i l , 

A few such i n c i d e n t s l i n g e r e d i n the memory as we 
e v e n t u a l l y 'worked our way back t o c i v i l i z a t i o n . Others l i n g e r e d 
too but y o u ' l l hear about them a l l sooner or l a t e r . And i f y o u ' r e 
v e r y I n t e r e s t e d go down t o For t h t o w a n and c l i m b down R a i l w a y 
S h a f t and s i t q u i e t l y i n the d a r k and l i s t e n . 

.."Tacrod." 

" P r a c t i c a l work i n Mine S u r v e y i n g i s done at the Tywanhale 
Mine, Porthtowan, C o r n w a l l Unusual o p p o r t u n i t i e s are 
a v a i l a b l e t h e r e f o r g a i n i n g e x p e r i e n c e " 

E x t r a c t from the I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e of 
S c i e n c e and Technology C a l e n d a r . 



FIRST YEAR BALLADS. 

I I - E l e c t r i c a l Lab, 

We poor f l i e s i n s i d e P r i g g y ' s P a r l o u r 
Are caught i n the web t h a t he s p i n s , 
Where the use of t h i c k w i r e t o t e s t v o l t a g e 
I s the b a s e s t of a l l c a r n a l s i n s I 

Hear him r a n t , hear him r a v e , hear him r a t t l e I 
Hear him blow us a l l up w i t h h i s amps 1 
Watch e l e c t r o n s e n c i r c l i n g h i s w h i s k e r s 
As over f a l s e w i r i n g he champs I 

W i t h thousands of meters i n c i r c u i t 
To see j u s t how AO's r e c t i f i e d , 
( T h i s does not scan but t h e n i t was a j o l l y awkward 

e x p e r i m e n t ) , 
" i t seems q u i t e a f e a s i b l e c i r c u i t . " 
But the l i t t l e man c h e c k i n g i t f r i e d . 

W i t h p l u s w i r e s c o n n e c t e d t o minus, 
And AC'where DC s h o u l d be, 
The whole at the h i g h e s t p o t e n t i a l , 
A p r e s e n t t o P r i g g y - from me. 

W h i l e l o u d s i n g s the synchronous motor, 
The s w i t c h e s e m i t t i n g green s p a r k s , 
I n t r i g u e d by tachometer r e a d i n g s , 
Ex R.A.F, types are up t o t h e i r l a r k s . 

And t h e n , a f t e r weeks of h a r d l a b o u r , 
. Of t o i l i n g s b o t h e a r l y and l a t e , 
You are g r e e t e d by " I d l e young l o a f e r , 
Your l a b . r e p o r t ' s f i v e minutes l a t e ' . " 

"Why w r i t e such v a s t oodles of w a f f l e ? 
A l i t t l e i n v o l v e d , i s i t not? 
Keep out of the margin'. Use t a b l e s I 
Great ampere! I t s a l l tommy r o t ! " 

Remove not your w i g Mr. P r i g m o r e , 
Fond p a t i e n c e w i l l l e a d you t o fame. 
We t h i n k you're a v e r y n i c e p e r s o n , 
But w i s h you at home j u s t the same. 

There are f u s e s i n the w i r i n g of our c i r c u i t 
And r h e o s t a t s are smoking m e r r i l y , 
So j u s t pass a l o n g another heavy c u r r e n t . 
And l e t s go down the r o a d t o Jane's f o r t e a . 

Umf a an. 

NEBULAE AND CRICKET BALLS. 
F r e d Hoyle r i n g s the' changes ' at" R'.C.S . "" 

A f t e r a f a s c i n a . t l n g l e c t u r e o u t l i n i n g some f e a t u r e s of 
the' new t h e o r i e s of "the expanding u n i v e r s e , Mr. F r e d Hoyle 
e n t e r t a i n e d the Maths, and Phys. Soc. at t h e i r Annual D i n n e r 
w i t h an (impromptu) d i s c o u r s e on the v e l o c i t y of c r i c k e t b a l l s 
W i t h what dread must the batsmen of y o r e have f a c e d the b o w l e r 
f o r the p u b l i s h e d f i g o r e s would Imply t h a t , w i t h a s u p e r s o n i c 
r o a r , the b a l l would c l e a v e the b a t i n t w a i n and have energy 
enough t o f l y from Lords t o S o u t h K e n s i n g t o n ! Compared w i t h 
t h i s we c e r t a i n l y do l a c k f a s t b o w l e r s t h e s e days I 
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P r o f i l e : DEREK HOWE. 

Pew men at I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e can be so w e l l known as D,C, 
Howe. Why then t h i s p r o f i l e ? He i s a prominent member of the 
I.C.Union C o u n c i l , he i s known t o Guildsmen as t h e i r U n i o n 
P r e s i d e n t , t o the Hockey Club as a c e n t r e h a l f , t o s u p p o r t e r s 
of the bar as a r e l i a b l e (though always sober) s u p p o r t e r , and 
t o H o s t e l r e s i d e n t s as a l a t e b r e a k f a s t e r . But i t i s not the 
purpose of t h i s p r o f i l e m e r e l y t o c a t a l o g u e h i s a c t i v i t i e s : 
r a t h e r t o attempt a more u n o f f i c i a l p o r t r a i t of one who has 
g i v e n much time and e f f o r t t o the w e l l b e i n g and smooth running 
of I.C. 

A f t e r l e a v i n g s c h o o l Derek c a s u a l l y s t u d i e d some e n g i n e e r i n g 
t o keep a f r i e n d company. L i v i n g at Portsmouth i t was n a t u r a l 
t h a t he s h o u l d j o i n the Navy when the time came and the Navy 
were p l e a s e d t o send him s e v e r a l l y t o Cambridge, Loughborough 
C o l l e g e and the R , N . E n g i n e e r i n g C o l l e g e t o t r a i n him. A f t e r 
t h e s e p r e l i m i n a r i e s he j o i n e d a F l e e t A i r Arm Sqdn, on the 
I m p l a c a b l e at B e l f a s t ; a t r i p r o und the B r i t i s h I s l e s and b e f o r e 
l o n g he was l a n d e d at Pompey and demobbed. To c o n t i n u e w i t h 
e n g i n e e r i n g was the obvious t h i n g t o do though he c o n f e s s e s 
t h a t he had always wanted t o be an a c t o r or a w r i t e r . H i s 
s u c c e s s e s as the former w i t h the I,C.Dram.Soc. l e a v e no doubt 
as t o h i s c a p a b i l i t y i n that d i r e c t i o n . 'During the w i n t e r , ' 
he s a i d , ' I 'decide t o be an a c t o r e v e r y o t h e r week.' Of p a s t 
I , C . p r o d u c t i o n s the r o l e he most e n j o y e d was t h a t of 'Dr. Knock' 
( C h r i s t m a s , 1948); he has the a m b i t i o n t o p l a y Henry V, ' J u s t 
b e f o r e a p r o d u c t i o n , ' s a i d Derek, ' i t s sheer agony. I quake 
and quaver and f o r g e t my l i n e s . But once the p l a y has opened 
on i t s f i r s t n i g h t I e n j o y e v e r y minute of i t . ' A l l h i s 
a c t i v i t i e s a r e , as i t were, communal ones; he a b j u r e s such 
a n t i - s o c i a l and v i c i o u s h o b b i e s as stamp c o l l e c t i n g or p a t i e n c e . 
He f i n d s more p l e a s u r e i n p e o p l e than i n t h i n g s , a sentiment 
w h i c h I s r e f l e c t e d , i n h i s a b i l i t y t o meet and mix w i t h any and 
e v e r yone, 

I asked Derek how he f e l t about the f r o c k - c o a t (see 
E d i t o r i a l , p . l . ) , He was q u i t e l y r i c a l \ I n f a c t he approves 
of b r i g h t e r c l o t h e s f o r men - o n l y w i s h e s he d a r e d t o dare a 
r e d w a i s t c o a t and a y e l l o w cap - so i s g l a d t o have some ' o f f i c i a l ' 
excuse f o r s a r t o r i a l e x t r a v a g a n c e . On I.C. m a t t e r s , Derek 
e x p r e s s e d the w i s h t h a t more speakers at U n i o n meetings would 
t a k e t h e i r courage and humour i n b o t h hands and speak t h e i r 
mind - be i t grave or gay - f o r t h e e d i f i c a t i o n or e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
of the m e e t i n g . More c o l o u r and more dash were needed. 'I'm a l l 
f o r pomp and c i r c u m s t a n c e and s p e c t a c l e - though not t o t h e 
e x c l u s i o n of humour or s p o n t a n e i t y . ' I n r e s p e c t of r a g s , Derek 
t h i n k s t h a t the b e s t were o f t e n spontaneous - but we ought 
not t o n e g l e c t the i d e a of a g r e a t p r o c e s s i o n and an o r g a n i s e d 
r a g f o r c h a r i t y - t h i s l a s t p r o v i d i n g b o t h the excuse and the 
means of o b t a i n i n g more l i c e n s e f rom the p o l i c e . 

An e p i c u r e , Derek a s s u r e d me t h a t w i t h d i l i g e n c e i t was 
p o s s i b l e t o f i n d r e a l l y good f o o d i n London w i t h o u t s pending 
a f o r t u n e . ' I r e g a r d good e a t i n g as one of the c h i e f p h y s i c a l 
j o y s of l i f e , ' he s a i d , Derek Howe i s i n d e e d a man of many 
p a r t s . G u i l d s P r e s i d e n t , sportsman, committee man, o r a t o r , 
oarsman, a c t o r and e n g i n e e r . And. but f o r Derek n e i t h e r t h i s 
nor any o t h e r p r o f i l e would have been w r i t t e n - FELIX i t s e l f 
owes I t s c o n c e p t i o n and i n f a n t n u r t u r e t o him. 

C.M.H. 

A t t e n t i o n , F u t u r e P r e s i d e n t s . 
At the r i s k of d i s p l a y i n g our i g n o r a n c e as d e p l o r a b l y : as the 

F r e s i d e n t , we o f f e r the f o l l o w i n g as a f r e e t r a n s l a t i o n of the 
C o l l e g e motto:- " S c i e n c e i s the G l o r y and S h i e l d of the Empire." 
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LAST WEEK'S COMPETITION - The W i n n i n g E n t r y . 

ODE Oil INTIMATIONS Of IMMORALITY. 

There was a maiden, so demure, 
So s t a i d and n i c e , so c h a s t e and pure. 
Her mind was f r e e from base d e s i r e ; 
Her t h o u g h t s were on the plan e t h a t ' s h i g h e r ; 
W i t h s k i r t p u l l e d p r i m l y o'er h e r knees, 
When on t h i s p l a n e she f e a r e d no b r e e z e . 
No w o l f c o u l d brave t h i s Gorgon '3 g l a n c e ; 
(She s t a y e d i n s i d e when at a d a n c e ) . 
There was a maiden so demure; 
But I'm a f r a i d I never knew ' e r . 

There i s a maiden so a s s u r e d ; 
Her way of l i f e ' s t o be d e p l o r e d , 
( I c a n't say why - i t ' s n o t a l l o w e d ) . 
She's apt t o g i g g l e out q u i t e l o u d 
When s i t t i n g on a Hyde Park s e a t . 
Her s k i r t and n e c k l i n e almost meet 
A g i r l who's l o o s e , and o f t e n t i g h t 
( P a r t i c u l a r l y l a t e at n i g h t ) . 
There i_s_ a maiden so a s s u r e d ; 
And do I know 'er? Oh, my Gawd! 

D.G.Randall, 

M a t t e r s of Moment, 
The l i s t s a r e now up i n the I.C.Union lounge f o r the 

nom i n a t i o n s of I . C . C o u n c i l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , two from each-
c o l l e g e , and f o r the E n t e r t a i n m e n t s Committee. The l i s t s w i l l 
c l o s e on 2 9 t h May, and the e l e c t i o n s w i l l t a k e p l a c e at the 
Annual U n i o n G e n e r a l M e e t i n g on 1st June. 

The l i s t s w i l l a l s o soon be up f o r the n o m i n a t i o n of 
next y e a r ' s P r e s i d e n t , who w i l l be e l e c t e d by C o u n c i l on June 8 t h . 

We urge everyone t o g i v e t h e s e e l e c t i o n s t h e i r s e r i o u s 
a t t e n t i o n , f o r on them the f u t u r e w e l l - b e i n g of the Uni o n w i l l 
l a r g e l y depend. 

M a t t e r s of L i t t l e Moment. 
We "understand t h a t an un p r e c e d e n t e d i n t e r e s t has been 

t a k e n i n the P h o t o g r a p h i c S o c i e t y s i n c e a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g 
n o t i c e appeared on t h e i r n o t i c e b o a r d o u t s i d e t h e b a r , (The 
E d i t o r w i l l be p l e a s e d t o c o n s i d e r any photographs t h a t may 
be s u b m i t t e d t o him, but cannot u n d e r t a k e t o p r i n t them). 

The D i s c o v e r y I I (see our l a s t i s s u e ) i s r e p o r t e d t o have 
been h e l d up by, amongst o t h e r t h i n g s , a p a i r o f t r o u s e r s i n 
the f u n n e l . The I.C. men on b o a r d e v i d e n t l y f i n d t h a t o l d 
h a b i t s d i e h a r d . 

We were p l e a s e d t o see t h a t i n a r e c e n t a r t i c l e on 
U n i v e r s i t y s l a n g , The Observer v e r y p r o p e r l y c r e d i t e d I.C. w i t h 
the i n v e n t i o n of the term "brown-bagger" - on account of h i s 
i n s e p a r a b l e d e v o t i o n t o h i s b r i e f c a s e . 

M a t t e r s of B i g Moments. 
Off the r e c o r d : Reg. G i l l has kept h i s s e c r e t w e l l . F e l i x 

now l e t s t h e c a t out of the bag - he has been engaged s i n c e 
F e b r u a r y . 

We o f f e r our c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o Mary Mayer and Bob R e a v e l l 
who were m a r r i e d d u r i n g the E a s t e r v a c . L i k e w i s e t o P a u l D l g b y , 
Frank Shepherd and D a v i d Shore, who have a l s o t a k e n the p l u n g e . 

There have so f a r been no hangings or d e p o r t a t i o n s t h i s 
t e r m. 
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B .So . - A Warning. 

There was a man of C. & G., 
(S o f t - h e a d e d as y o u ' l l a l l agree) 
Who wooed a maid of " h i g h degree" 
I n e n e r g e t i c f a s h i o n . 

The maid - as maidens go - was c h a s t e ; 
Not e a s i l y t o he embraced; 
Co u l d t e l l the diamond from the pa s t e 
And knew the P r i c e of P a s s i o n . 

Romance I s not t o be p r e f e r r e d 
To S a f e t y - as i s o f t a v e r r e d 
(And o f t the S t o r k i s u n d e t e r r e d 
By Impious I n v e n t i o n s . ) 

And so she s e t t h i s f i e r y gent 
(She hoped perhaps t o thus p r e v e n t 
Too premature a r a v i s h m e n t ) 
A t e s t of h i s i n t e n t i o n s . 

She made him work b o t h h a r d and l a t e 
At complex numbers and the s t a t e 
Of S p i n d l e s W h i r l i n g at a r a t e 
Beyond a l l Computation. 

He worked t i l l U n d e r s t a n d i n g r e e l e d . 
The f i e r y t u r b i n e s round him wheeled 
As lambs t h a t gambol i n a f i e l d 
I n v e r n a l j u b i l a t i o n . 

He s l e p t - and I n d i c a t o r s drew 
Hugo diagrams t h a t grew and grew 
And b a r k e d - as I n d i c a t o r s do 
When Su p e r h e a t e r s b i t e 'em! 

He won h e r and you ask i f he 
L i v e d ever a f t e r h a p p i l y 
A l a s ! He's c h a s i n g Ph.D. 
And so ad i n f i n i t u m ! 

B. 

H I f G i l b e r t can s p l i t an i n f i n i t i v e so can I , 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
1,Templet on P l a c e , S.W',5, 

Dear S i r , 
I am a f r a i d t h a t I cannot l e t your remarks ahout the 

p l a y "Mandragola" i n y-..ur l a s t i s s u e pass w i t h o u t comment. 
Your c r i t i c i s q u i t e e n t i t l e d t o h i s o p i n i o n and I 

must agree w i t h him t h a t the p l a y was not an i d e a l c h o i c e , 
I would however l i k e t o b r i n g t o the n o t i c e of b o t h y o u r 

c r i t i c and your r e a d e r s the f a c t t h a t i t i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o 
f i n d s u i t a b l e p l a y s f o r t h e E a s t e r p r o d u c t i o n . I t must have only 
one s e t and a s m a l l c a s t t o s u i t a v a i l a b l e a c t o r s , My own 
s u g g e s t i o n t o put on M o l i e r e ' 3 " T a r t u f f e " i n a new t r a n s l a t i o n i n 
v e r s e was r e j e c t e d as i t was f e l t t h a t t h e c o l l e g e audience 
would never s t a n d f o r i t , 

I must now t a k e up the remark t h a t we are " f r i g h t e n e d 
of comment from the audience r u i n i n g a s t r a i g h t p r o d u c t i o n , " 
J u d g i n g by the b e h a v i o u r of a s m a l l s e c t i o n of the audience on 
the t h i r d n i g h t of "Mandragola" t h i s i s not an a l t o g e t h e r u n j u s t ­
i f i e d f e a r . On the n i g h t i n q u e s t i o n some s i x i r r e s p o n s i b l e 
youths succeeded i n making the r e s t of the a u d i e n c e r e s t l e s s and 
u n c o m f o r t a b l e f o r the e n t i r e f i r s t a c t , The e f f o c t on the a c t o r s 
was t o make t h e i r job 50% more d i f f i c u l t . J u s t as l o n g a3 t h e 
a udience m a i n t a i n s t h i s s t a n d a r d of b e h a v i o u r the Dram, Soc.. must 
choose i t s p l a y s a c c o r d i n g l y , - I would however'' l i k e t o add t h a t 
no one i s more i n t e r e s t e d i n p u t t i n g on new, s e r i o u s and i n t e r e s t i n g 
p r o d u c t i o n s t h a n th e Dram. Soc. 

I don't t h i n k t h a t i t i s f u l l y r e a l i s e d t h a t a 
p r o d u c t i o n means h a r d work f o r f i v e n i g h t s a week f o r some, seven 
or e i g h t weeks f o r b o t h c a s t and s t a g e s t a f f . I t i s not a l i t t l e 
d i s c o u r a g i n g t o have the c u l m i n a t i o n - o f such work r u i n e d by s i x 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e a d o l e s c e n t s , 

.1 r e m a i n , 
Y o u r s f a i t h f u l l y , 

Henry M. B r i s c o e , 

I,C.Union, 
Dear S i r , 

R e a l i z i n g t h a t L i f e i s a- Game, I have not r e q u e s t e d the 
r e t u r n of my 3d. f o r t h i s f o r t n i g h t - >s - I s s u e of. " F e l i x . " However,' 
I t h i n k you s h o u l d be, aware, S i r , that; a p r o p o r t i o n of your, 
p u b l i c i s d i s a p p o i n t e d at the d i s a p p e a r a n c e of t h a t r e f r e s h i n g 
f e a t u r e , "The D r i n k i n g Man's Guide t o London," I may n o t have 
l e a r n e d a n y t h i n g f rom i t , but' i t was p l e a s a n t t o read, about the 
o l d haunts and f e e l t h a t o t h e r s , perhaps, were r e c e i v i n g .a t r u e 
e d u c a t i o n . S u r e l y t h e r e are many more houses worthy of i n c l u s i o n : 
t h e "Cross K e y s " , " S u r p r i s e " , and "Queen' s". . i n our own v i c i n i t y , 
not t o mention the many r e w a r d i n g p l a c e s f u r t h e r E a s t , such.as 
the "Lamb & F l a g " and " S u r r e y " o f f the "Strand. W i t h so much 
w e a l t h t o draw on. i t seems h a r d l y l e s s than c r i m i n a l t h a t y o u r 
space s h o u l d be taken-up.by r e p o r t s of the v e r b a l c l u m s i n e s s of 
u n f o r t u n a t e women. :...; 

" , . Yours f a i t h f u l l y , 
D r i n k i n g Man. 

T h i s i s one of s e v e r a l l e t t e r s r e c e i v e d on t h i s , s u b j e c t , I n o u r 
n e x t i s s u e we hope t o p r i n t a s p e c i a l ' a r t i c l e . . on London' s o l d e s t 
w a t e r s i d e pub, the P r o s p e c t of W h i t b y , Ed, 

TOIION DIARY, 
May 19th L i n k s Club D i n n e r 7.30 

22nd G o l f i n g Club A.G.M. 1.20 "A"' ' 
2 4 t h I.C.Boat Club A.G.M. 1.C0 Gym. 

"69" Club D i n n e r 7.30-
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DIARY ( c o n t d . ) . 
~ — f a y 25th, B o x i n g Club A.G.M, 1.15 "A" 

B r i d g e Club A.G.M. 1.15 "B" 
I . C . M u s i c a l S o c i e t y R e c i t a l 1.10 

26t h Derby Draw 1.20 Gym. 
Chaps Club D i n n e r 7.30 

3 0 t h M o u n t a i n e e r i n g Club A.G.M, 1.20 "B" 
M u s i c a l S o c i e t y A.G.M. 1,20 "A" 

June 1 s t I.C.UNION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1.20 Gym, 
I . C , M u s i c a l S o c i e t y R e c i t a l 1,10 

2nd "22" Club D i n n e r 7'.30 

F e n c i n g T r i p E a s t e r 1950, 

The Thursday a f t e r E a s t e r saw the a r r i v a l i n P a r i s of an 
I . C . f e n c i n g team, d e t e r m i n e d t o enj o y t o the f u l l the j o y s of 
s p r i n g and t o do some f e n c i n g as w e l l . I n the co u r s e of a week, 
t h r e e matches and a c o m p e t i t i o n s t i l l l e f t adequate o p p o r t u n i t y 
f o r o t h e r t h i n g s , and thanks t o our h o s t s , I ' E c o l e des Hautes Etudes 
Commerciales, and. t o the members of the Clubs we v i s i t e d , a good 
time was had by a l l . 

The h i g h l i g h t of the v i s i t was the 'Challenge M a b i l e a n 1 , 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l f o i l c o m p e t i t i o n w h i c h p r o v i d e d some of the 
b e s t f e n c i n g t o be seen t o - d a y , and w h i c h , i n c i d e n t a l l y , was 
rounded o f f r a t h e r p l e a s a n t l y by the p r e s e n t a t i o n t o l ' E q u l p e 
d ' I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e de L o n d r e s , amongst o t h e r s , of a case of 
4 b o t t l e s of champagne f o r t a k i n g p a r t - a l i a r d i c e s e s s i o n u n t i l 
the e a r l y hours a d e q u a t e l y d i s p o s e d of those S 

Our match a g a i n s t the H.E.C. was v e r y c l o s e , r e s u l t i n g 
i n a w i n f o r our opponents by one f i g h t . W h o l e s a l e h i s s i n g by t h e 
s p e c t a t o r s from time t o time was r a t h e r d i s c o n c e r t i n g u n t i l we 
r e a l i s e d i t was meant as a compliment, but champagne a f t e r the 
match more t h a n made up f o r t h i s I n i t i a l m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 
Matches a g a i n s t the C e r c l e d'Escrime de P a r i s and the R a c i n g 
Club de France a l s o p r o v i d e d good p r a c t i c e , a l t h o u g h b o t h were 
l o s t t o more e x p e r i e n c e d teams. 

However, by the end of our s t a y , we t o o had g a i n e d 
e x p e r i e n c e and i t was g e n e r a l l y agreed t h a t t h e r e ' s something v e r y 
p l e a s a n t about P a r i s i n the s p r i n g - you'd never guess what. 

Putney Amateur R e g a t t a . 

Cn S a t u r d a y , 1 3 t h May, i n b r i l l i a n t s u n s h i n e and w i t h a 
s t i f f c r o s s - f o l l o w i n g v/ind o f f the M i d d l e s e x s h o r e , the I.C. 
F i r s t J u n i o r E i g h t l a i d the f o u n d a t i o n s of a r e v i v a l f o r I.C. 
r o w i n g . 

The F i r s t & Second J u n i o r E i g h t s had been e n t e r e d , the 
former f o r J u n i o r E i g h t s and the l a t t e r f o r J u n i o r C l i n k e r E i g h t s , 

The Second J u n i o r s were perhaps somewhat u n l u c k y i n b e i n g 
b e a t e n by the e v e n t u a l w i n n e r s of t h e event I n t h e i r h e a t . A l l 
the same, t h e i r r o w i n g t y p i f i e d the e r r o r s i n t o w h i c h I,C, r o w i n g 
as a whole has f a l l e n . An almost complete l a c k of b e g i n n i n g - a 
h o i c k t h r o u g h at the f i n i s h and a consequent f o r c i n g away o f t h e hands, 
w h i c h l e a v e s the crew w i t h l i t t l e or no time t o p r e p a r e f o r a 
t r u e b e g i n n i n g . E v e r y crew w h i c h bases i t s r o w i n g on the t e a c h i n g s 
of the i m m o r t a l Steve must r e a l i s e t h a t a q u i c k , h a r d b e g i n n i n g , 
the b l a d e l o c k e d up I n the wa t e r a t the moment- of e n t r y by a q u i c k 
f l e x of the arms and c a r r i e d t h r o u g h by a d r i v e o f f the s t r e t c h e r 
w i t h b o t h l e g s i s the f i r s t e s s e n t i a l - from which the r e s t w i l l 
f o l l o w n a t u r a l l y w i t h o u t need of b e i n g f o r c e d . 

The F i r s t J u n i o r s had the r i g h t i d e a and made no m i s t a k e 
i n w i n n i n g t h e i r h e a t . I n the f i n a l , though perhaps a l i t t l e r o u g h e r , 
t h e y were l o o s e r and more l i v e l y and commanded a h i g h e r r a t i n g . 
A f t e r a good f i g h t t h e y l o s t t o a. good London R.C. e i g h t , who 'showed 
c l e a r l y t h a t the f i n i s h of the s t r o k e i s r e a l l y o n l y the end of the 
b e g i n n i n g . "Through i n one p i e c e " i n f a c t , 
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LONDON UNIVERSITY ATHLETIC CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

At the end of the Union lounge y o u ' l l f i n d a n o t h e r gap -
t h i s time the Ro s e b e r r y Cup f o r a t h l e t i c s i s the d e f a u l t e r . I t has 
passed t o K i n g s , so we s h a l l p r o b a b l y never hear the l a s t of i t ' . 

T h i n gs never l o o k e d too b r i g h t from the Wednesday e v e n i n g 
when, a l t h o u g h J a r v i s gave us a 2nd i n the m i l e walk and W h i t l o c k 
came 3rd. i n the 3 m i l e s ( i n good t i m e ) , K i n g s produced the w i n n e r 
of each. Brookman and Goldhawk got 3 r d and 5 t h r e s p e c t i v e l y i n the 
d i s c u s and Bean managed a 5 t h i n the hammer, but how we m i s s e d 
F r e d M a r t i n i n these e v e n t s . 

On S a t u r d a y hopes of r e m a i n i n g champions were s l i m but not 
e x t i n c t and a f i n e e f f o r t by S m i t h i e s t o f i n i s h 2nd i n the 440 yds 
h u r d l e s on h i s second r u n over t h a t d i s t a n c e s e t the s t a n d a r d -
but the p o i n t s o n l y came s l o w l y . George and Townend f i l l e d the 
l a s t two p l a c e s i n the 100 and. Watts beat the l a t t e r i n t o 4 t h p l a c e 
i n the 220; Wi n d l e seemed o f f f o r m i n the 830, f i n i s h i n g 5 t h , but 
G i l l e t t ' s 4 t h i n the 120 yds h u r d l e s e q u a l l e d the I.C. r e c o r d . A 
few Inches c o s t Brookman the j a v e l i n f i r s t p l a c e and W h i t l o c k r a n 
e a s i l y i n t o 3 r d i n t h e s t e e l e c h a s e . Need we add t h a t Tony Watts 
occupied, h i s t r a d i t i o n a l p l a c e b e h i n d Wint I n the q u a r t e r - he 
p r o b a b l y dreams of t h a t v i e w ! 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE ATHLETIC SPORTS 1950. 

On t h i s grey day the I.C. s t a r s of t r a c k and f i e l d shone 
b r i g h t l y . a s t h e y competed f o r the I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e Governors' 
C h a l l e n g e S h i e l d f o r t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t c o l l e g e s . The t r o p h y , dim 
and d u s t y , had e a r l i e r been t r a n s p o r t e d from i t s n i c h e i n the U n i o n , 
by c o u r t e s y of London T r a n s p o r t , and v i a a c i r c u l a r t o u r of Walham 
Green, t o Motspur Park. Boanerges, t h a t mascot of mascots, h a v i n g 
spurned the R.C.S. drum o u t s i d e the U n i o n , but complete w i t h 
Spanner, had a l r e a d y completed i t s course t o the t r a c k . 

At t h i s a n n u a l event, t a c t i c s i n deployment of s t r e n g t h 
count f o r more th a n a few s p e c t a c u l a r v i c t o r i e s , hence the l o n g 
s t a n d i n g of some of the r e c o r d s . One, however, t h a t f e l l a g a i n 
a f t e r o n l y two y e a r s was t h a t f o r the h a l f - m i l e , won by C.J,Windle, 
e x - P u b l i c Schoolboys H a l f - M i l e Champion, I n 2mins, 0.6secs. 
W i n d l e l a t e r l a i d the f o u n d a t i o n f o r the r e c o r d b r e a k i n g M i l e 
R e l a y time of 3mins. 4 3 . 4 s e c s . by r e t u r n i n g 2mins. 3,6.secs f o r 
the h a l f - m i l e . A,B.Watts c l i n c h e d the m a t t e r w i t h a 52.4secs. 
q u a r t e r at the end. The G u i l d s team thus had a g r a n d s t a n d view 
of the b a t t l e f o r second p l a c e between R.C.S. and Mines . 

The m e e t i n g was v i s i t e d e a r l y on by an i n t r e p i d airman 
who might have been b e t t e r employed c h e e r i n g h i s s i d e f rom the 
r a i l s . The Judo Club e x h i b i t i o n , commentated on i n the C a r r o l l 
Gibbons s t y l e ("Hullo Everbuddy") at l e a s t p r o v i d e d the l o n g -
sought answer t o the q u e s t i o n as t o w h i c h bone was conn e c t e d t o the 
s h o u l d e r bone. The events i n g e n e r a l were coaxed, a l o n g most a b l y 
and w i t t i l y by the commentators. 

S i n c e about 500 people a t t e n d e d the m e e t i n g , i n d i v i d u a l 
r e s u l t s w i l l be q u i t e w e l l known, and we s h a l l g i v e o n l y the 
f i n a l s c o r e s : - G. & G. 113 p o i n t s , R.S.M. 96, R.C.S. 62. 

ERRATA. 
We a p o l o g i s e f o r a m i s t a k e i n our E d i t o r i a l on page 1. 

The Beer Improvement Sub-Committee I n f a c t c o n s i s t e d of two 
p e o p l e , C o l . Sheppard and D.C.Howe, and i t was q u i t e i n c o r r e c t 
t o r e f e r t o Derek as i t s c h a i r m a n . 

We have a l s o been g u i l t y of a m b i g u i t y on page 6. I t i s 
Reg. G i l l who i s engaged, not F e l i x . 


