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Out into the wilderness?
The Christian Union (CU) is to be thrown out of Imperial College

Union next year if a decision taken at a recent Union Finance

Committee is upheld by ICU Council next Monday. The committee

‘refused to fund’ the CU, as it felt their constitution contravened the

ICU by-laws, the rules that Union is run by.

The by-law in question is one that

says that ‘ICU facilities must be open

to all its members’, and this has been

interpreted to mean that any student

may join any club or society. The CU

constitution states that members must

hold certain beliefs and sign a

declaration to this effect before they

are able to join.

The CU claim that they need this

restriction on membership to be a

member of the Universities and

Colleges Christian Fellowship

(UCCF), the national body which

gives them substantial support.
The matter is due to be brought up

at Union Council on Monday, which

will make the final decision on the

status of the CU. If the CU is thrown

out it will be unable to book rooms,

have any funding from ICU and have

adverts in FELIX. They may still be

able to book rooms in the College

through their contacts within the

departments. CU are due to discuss

the matter at a committee meeting

next week and also at a forthcoming

Extraordinary General Meeting.

Union President Sydney Harbour-

Bridge (formerly Ian Howgate) said

that if the CU were to get away with

this, it would be carte blanche for all

the tie clubs, with self-elected

membership, to become part of ICU.

Jackie Scott, Secretary of CU, told

FELIX that, as far as she was

concerned, CU would ‘fight this all

the way’, possibly even to a Union

General Meeting. She feels that

exceptions should be made to the rules

for religious societies and it is

reasonable to expect at least

committee members to hold the belief

the society is promoting.

DO NOT

FORGET

TO

Steph Snell beat Dave Smedley and Daniel Shiu to become RCSU President | *
with a majority of 30 votes. Gail Turner took the position of Honorary

Secretary with a convincing 114 vote majority over Julian Moore and Steve

Mitchell. The position of Honorary Junior Treasurer was won with a margin

of 100 votes by Carol Luscombe over fellow first year physicist Sarah Porter

and Vijay Thakur. Dave Williams, and Andrew Meredith were

returned unopposed as VP and AAO respectively.
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So election time is upon us once

again—as if the world and his wife

hadn’t noticed already with the

number of posters that have gone up

this week. And where do little posters

come from mummy?

I can’t wait for Tuesday evening

when the results are released and we

can all breath a sigh of relief or a ci,

of horror, and the FELIX Office can

return to its normal happy self.

I know all the candidates for the

sabbatical elections and, as such, I

know who I’m going to vote for and

who I would recommend but I am

bound by a code of honour not to

reveal my favorites in FELIX so

you'll just have to read the leaflets,

judge the posters and vote wisely next

week.

Also remember that you can

ABSTAIN in an election if you think

that neither candidate is suitable for

the job. Read Chas Jackson’s article

on the Single Transferable Vote

system on page 7 to find out more.

Results special!

FELIX comes out twice next week.

There will be a special two (or four)

page results issue on Wednesday and

a normal issue next Friday. FELIX

brings you the results even before

they are officially announced at next

Thursday’s UGM. Anything vaguely

election result-ish should be handed

to me by 8pm on Tuesday evening.

Lobbies, Lecturers and Life

Sciences

As far as I understand it, this week’s

strike was called by ICU to enable

members of the Association of

University Teachers to lobby

Parliament instead of having to

lecture. I don’t agree with the way

certain Life Science lecturers have

threatened students but I do feel that

it was their right to say No to

lobbying and Yes to teaching on

Tuesday. It is for their consciences.

This is a totally different issue from

their decision to having an assessed

lab on Thursday afternoon. No

department should have any course

timetabled on a Hustings Thursday

afternoon. It is something that has

been agreed between College and the

Union for several years. Any

department that ignores this

agreement deserves to have nasty

things done to it.

What does an ex-FELIX Editor do

when she has to go back to being a

student?

Answers on a small postcard please.

Office Hours

Believe it or not, the FELIX Office

does have office hours. It is open

from Monday to Friday between

9.30am and midday and then

12.30pm to 5.30pm. This is when I

am available to help anybody with

publicity or answer general enquiries.

Occasionally I may ask you to come

back at a more convenient time if it

is a Wednesday or Thursday and I am

struggling to get a FELIX paste-up

ready. The best times to come in are

Mondays and Fridays. Outside these

hours the Office is always open but

the evenings and early mornings are

only for FELIX or Print Unit

preparation work. I may commit

GBH the next time somebody comes

in at 11.30pm on a Wednesday asking

me to do ten _ dot-screened

photographs for their thesis or

newsletter (or election publicity,

Chas). Be nice to me and I will be

nice to you. Treat me with contempt

and that’s all you'll get back.

Thanks

...to Ian/Syd Howgate/Harbour-

Bridge for collating FELIX last week.

It was appreciated.

Sorry

...to Ian/Syd Howgate/Harbour-

Bridge for the error in our front page

news story last week. It was infact the

great man himself who proposed the

‘strike’ motion.

Puzzles

Is there anyone out there who is mad-

keen on puzzles/crosswords/IQ tests?

If you are, how would you like to

make up some for the last FELIX of

the Spring Term (Wednesday 23rd

March)? All puzzles must be originals

and the best puzzle sent in will gain

its author a FELIX t-shirt!

Wow!

Finally

Please vote next Monday or Tuesday.

It won’t take up much of your time

as there will be ballot boxes in each

department. All you will need is your

Union Card as proof of identity.

Don’t be shy, it’s your vote so use it.
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What a lot of

shish, innit

peeps!

College Refectories Manager Rob

Northey has revealed exclusively to

FELIX that he is building a kebab

house in Southside. He scotched

rumours that he was also planning to

serve curry because he believes that

such a venture would only attract

drunkards on Friday and Saturday

nights. He said that his new kebab

venture was forced on him due to

pressures being put on his highly

successful pizza bar and QT burger

joint. The kebab house will be placed

in the room above the Southside Bar

adjacent to the Upper Lounge. It will

be open during the usual bar hours

and will be better value than local

kebab house, Mr Northey promises.

Southside residents, meanwhile, are

suffering from noise and dust as the

workmen work up to eight o’clock in

*
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© See all the States from a Greyhound — from £65.

© Fly around at leisure with an airpass — from £85

© Budget accommodation across the USA

— from $9 per night.

ULU travel
Imperial College

Sherfield Building

Prince Consort Road

LONDON SW7
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OR Telephone Sales:

Intercontinental 01-581 1022

European

yl of

You'll never have itso good...

© Fly out to the East Coast — and back from the West.

01-581 8233 oie

the evening.

Mr Northey has promised the new

service for the summer term.

*

xx Special student fares currently available — BOOK NOW!

from

o/w rtn

New York £112 £224

Boston £133 £266

LosAngeles £164 £328

SanFrancisco £164 £328

Miami £132 £264

Chicago £133 £266

Dallas £132 £264

Pick up our North America

brochure for the complete

low down on everything

we can do for you in the USA.

| A service of |serviceaoa
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News
Mr ‘Stavros’

Northey

prepares to open

his latest eating

venture

Mary’s demo
St Mary’s Students’ Union is taking

part in a demonstration against the

Government’s Health Service plans

this Saturday. They are welcoming all

IC*students who wish to take part.

The protest will take place from
12.30pm outside the main hospital

entrance.

Competition
If you’re aged between 16 and 28 and

fancy a week in the USA, then the

Daily Telegraph’s Young Science

Writer competition could be your

chance.

Entrants are invited to write up to

1,000 words on any exciting scientific

discovery or original topic of

research. There are two categories;

one for the 16-21 age group and the

other for the 22-28 age group. Entries

will be judged by a panel, including

science correspondents and whacky

‘German’ Professor Heinz Wolff.

Shan’'s Dodgy

Sporting Tips

NAP: Pukka Major

Haydock, 3.45 Friday

NB: No One To Blame

Newbury, 1.45 Saturday

E/W_ Knockbrack

Newbury, 3.00 Friday

Ten of Spades

Haydock, 1.00 Saturday

4

Lab stocktake
The Advisory Board for the Research

Councils has begun its national

stocktake of research equipment in

British universities. It has sponsored

a survey, to be carried out by a group

from Manchester University, which

will note all laboratory equipment in

science and engineering departments.

The survey will assess the age, state

of repair, cost and adequacy of the

tools used. Questionnaires will be sent

to all heads of departments asking

them about needs and priorities for

equipment. Other forms will be sent

to individual operators who have

equipment worth more than £10,000.

Physics hit
The Science and Engineering

Research Council (SERC) has

decided to reduce its grants to

astronomy and high energy physics

research next year.

Grants
Students on approved international

degree programmes will qualify

automatically for grants next

academic year. All degress run in

conjunction with overseas institutions

will qualify as long as they are

validated by a university or the

Council for National Academic

Awards.

Awards
The Government is planning to bring

degree and postgraduate professional

awards to a national framework

underneath the new National Council

for Vocational Qualifications.

Slammed!
The rector of Kuwait University has

slammed his students as being lazy

and work-shy and has blamed them

for the University’s bad academic

record. Ahmed Bishara, the vice-

rector, said that his students had few

real interests and lacked creativity and

initiative. He said ‘Most students have

an ambition merely to pass an

examination and are prepared to use

their potential only if a tangible

reward is in sight’.
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