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The sound of no music
- Imperial College’s music societies are protesting over the loss of the music practice rooms in 52-53 Princes
Gate. They are also concerned that the large music room in the building, currently used by the Chamber Music,

Orchestra and Operatic Societies, will become unavailable next term and that no suitable replacement rooms

have yet been found. The Societies plan to draught a petition to College next week and IC Union is considering

organising a demonstration to indicate the importance of having adequate music facilities within College.

Four practice rooms, equipped with

three pianos, were lost during the

Summer when the new School of

Management took over the Princes

Gate building from the Department of

Humanities, which has since moved

to the Mechanical Engineering

Building. The main music room, on

the second floor of the building, will

be unavailable for the music societies

after Christmas, when conversion

work is due to begin on the ground

and first floors.

In an interview with FELIX

yesterday, a spokesman from the

School of Management said that the

Music Room would be available for

the rest of this term, but added that

the room might be converted into a

teaching room after Christmas. He

went on to explain that staff might be

moved into the music room whilst the

building conversions were in progress

and said that the resulting dust and

noise would make music practice

difficult. The building work, said the

spokesman, would continue until the

Summer.

It is unclear whether or not the

Thursday lunchtime concerts,

organised by the Humanities

department, will continue to be staged

in this room. Dr Noel Baker, who

organises the concerts, said that he

was unware that building work would

be taking place.

David Norburn, Head of the School

of Management, wrote to the

- Chamber Music Society this month

requesting that they investigate

alternatives to the Music Room. The

Society was unable to find any rooms

available of the correct size and

acoustic charecteristics required for

music practice, although the Rector

and College Secretary have since

suggested a number of possibilites.

These include a Common Room on

the top floor of Physics and the lecture

theatres currently under construction

in the former Holland Club in

Huxley. Also under consideration is

a proposal to utilise the space beneath

the Queens Tower. Commenting on

these suggestions, Malcolm Aldridge,

a member of the College’s Music

Committee, said that the Physics

Coffee Room suffered from poor

acoustics because of sound damping

caused by the room’s polystyrene tiles

and soft furnishings. He added that

the space beneath the Queens Tower

could only be used if the College was

prepared to spend a large amount of

money to make the area inhabitable,

but said that the Holland Club lecture

theatres might prove suitable,

although this had to be looked into.

Temporary practice facilities and two

pianos have been provided in the

Rector’s Conference Room and the

Pippard lecture theatres in Sherfield,

and it is likely that permanent

facilities will be arranged by

November. A store room on level

four of the building, and the .

committee rooms controlled by the

Conference Office along with two

careers interview rooms have been

earmarked as possible locations,

although negotiations are still

underway. The Music Committee is

understood to be unhappy with the

Pippard Theatre and the Conference

Room, which, they say,. are

unsatisfactory.
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Take Ott

Careers Issue
previewing the

Careers Fair

This week has been the usual anti-

climax that every Week 2 in my

memory has been. By now most

Freshers will have found their niche

in their own little clique or tried to

break into those already long-

established ones at this place.

Consequently this ‘fun-packed

FELIX’ isn’t quite so fun-packed as

last week’s. Having said this, you

must read our Edinburgh fringe

feature in the centre pages,

particularly the review of ‘The

Collection/The Lover’ which is

having its postview next week in the

Union Building. Don’t let the review

put you off! We’ve also received two

thought-provoking, but very

different, articles from Kemi Adenubi

and Richard Fincher. The first is an

opinion article inspired by the anti-

abortion letter in the last issue. The

second is an overview of Genesis, the

soul, life, the universe and

everything. We welcome all types of

articles at FELIX and we usually

publish most copy that we receive (as

long as it’s readable, concise and not

libelous, etc, etc).

Eye Spy
I always enjoy reading our Eye Spy

quotes (see page 7) but found Nina’s

& Suya’s particularly interesting

because they were talking about me!

They believe I criticise the President

too much. Let me assure you that I’ve

been pussy-footing around

(geddit?)—I could have criticised him

ten-fold, but don’t want to bore you

stupid with reams and reams on

everything I think he’s handled badly.

Perhaps most of you wish to be left

in blissful ignorance. It doesn’t really

effect you anyway—does it?

Council
Monday’s Council was cancelled.

Who cancelled the Council? Why was

Council cancelled? (A prize of a

FELIX t-shirt to the first person who

can say those three sentences in

succession three times without

stopping). Council is the second

highest Union body—the highest

being a Union General Meeting—and

allows questions and debate between

all the Union Officers. It is a very

important meeting. It should only be

cancelled if all the Executive come

down with bubonic plague. On

Monday all six members were at

work, all Union Officers had

rearranged other meetings to make the

evening free and Deputy President,

Alan Rose’s report was being finished

off. But Council was cancelled and no

reasons were given. There was no

notice, no apologies, no explanations,

no nothing. Council is now next

Monday when meetings that had been

rearranged from last Monday were to

have taken place; other plans have

been made. Plans will have to be

cancelled otherwise who’s going to

represent you and me? Pull your

fingers out, boys!

T-Shirts
We still have a few FELIX t-shirts left

but they’re all smaller sizes from fhe

original batch. Obviously

everybody’s been eating too many

chocolates recently. We at FELIX

have noticed that it is winter (we left

the Office recently) and obviously t-

shirts are out and sweatshirts are in,

so we have ordered some grey

sweatshirts with the FELIX design.

Expect to see hip & groovy people

wearing them around College in the

next few weeks.

Calendars
Many of you may not have obtained

a copy of the Freshers Issue of

FELIX. If you want one of the special

limited edition year planners which

we gave out with this issue please

drop into the FELIX Office, Beit

Quadrangle and we’ll be happy to

provide you with one.

Staff
I am deeply indebted to the three

Freshers who have helped produce

FELIX this week and to all our new

contributors. However, I’m a

naturally greedy person, so I want

more of you to submit articles, letters

or generally pop in the Office and get

involved. My News Editor will be

particularly welcoming if you want to

do some news writing.

There will be a staff meeting today

at 1.00pm. Everybody is welcome to

attend. We will be pulling this issue

to pieces, thinking of new features,

drinking lots of coffee—collating?
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Spate of

thefts at Ball
The Union is taking steps to arrange

cloakroom

entertainments events in the Union

Building, following a spate of thefts

at last Friday’s Freshers’ Ball. Over

£100 in cash, several jackets, credit

cards and a passport have been

reported stolen. Commenting on the

incident security chief Geoff Reeves

highlighted the need for greater

controls at the door to parties and

urged party-goers not to leave their

property unattended.

Huge profits

Ents have made an estimated £10,000

from the Freshers events, it was

revealed today. The profits will be

subsidise future

entertainments events said Ents

Chairman John Noble.

used

facilities for

Freshers’ Ball.

ee7

® Worldwide flights on quality airlines

® Special fares for students and academics

® European trains and short breaks

® Overland tours and holidays

® Group bookings

Unbeatable prices — unbeatable quality

Enquiries and Bookings:

European 01-581 8233

Intercontinental 01-581 1022

| A service of |serviceae
ULU Travel

Sherfield BuildingImperial College u
Prince Consort Road

London SW7. & The Worldbeaters

News

Rent Party playing to over 400 people last Friday evening during the

Far off the

mark
City and Guilds may not be able to

pay the fine of 50 pints of blood

imposed after the flanning at last

week’s Freshers’ Reception. The

Blood Transfusion Service will only

visit College if at least 150 pints are

donated.

The City and Guilds President Dave

Tyler said that Guilds will be able to

provide the 150 pints, although at the

time of going to press only os pints

had been promised.

Anyone wishing to donate should

sign up in the Guilds Office. Mr Tyler

has pointed out that the offer is open

to anyone and not just Guilds

| students.

The first edition of Network, a new

newspaper intended for IC staff, was

published last Monday. This edition

was editted by Ian More, College

| Director of Public Relations, although
la permanent Editoris currently being
sought. Distributionis to staff via the

( internal mail system, and it is

intended to be a monthy publication.

(FELIX review on page 4.)

Snooker

Club in exile

The Snooker Club has been

suspended from the London Shipping

Company League for one year

because of poor facilities. Snooker

Club Captain, Richard Wiles told

FELIX that the shortage of rests and

balls had been rectified but

commented that there was still a

problem with people walking through

the room during matches. ‘*This has

a very serious effect on the

concentration of the players’’ he said.

Financial

planning

planned

Imperial College Union is to set up

an appeals structure for students who

have had their degree stopped. At the

‘moment, students may have their

degree stopped if they are in debt to

the College. The Union intends to |

offer a financial planning service to

help students with their debts. Ian

Howgate said that he hopes the moves

by IC Union will form an initiative

towards a University of London

policy on degree stops and appeals.

No comment
Norman’s—the Union Snackbar—has

started serving newspapers at

lunchtimes. Unfortunately they do not

contain fish & chips; all are of the

unhealthy, bleached white variety and

Manager Norman Jardine has no

plans to introduce the ‘vaguely

brown’ Financial Times.

The most popular flavour is The

Independent, although sales of the

different papers are very similar with

about three copies of each paper

stocked sold per day.

Norman pointed out that The Times

and The Sun were not stocked because

he didn’t want any stick from trendy

lefty students. If he had his way then

only The Sun, Star and The Sporting

Life would be sold. True to form,

carnivores face a hard time at

Norman’s with requests for The

Sunday Sport greeted with ‘‘sorry—

no meat today’’.
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