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Union gains control of £3m nest egg

Harlington uncovered
Imperial College Union is set to gain control of the profits from the gravel

extraction at Harlington sports ground—a move which will net the Union

an estimated £3m. The money will be held by an independent trust which

will invest the money on the Union’s behalf, yielding a possible return

of £400,000 per annum. The proceeds will be used to finance a new sports

complex at South Kensington.

The decision was taken at a meeting

of the College Finance and Executive

Committee on September 15th, when

the Union presented historical

evidence demonstrating that the

profits from Harlington belong to the

Union not the College. Until recently

the College investments Committee

had been holding the money in a bank

account, the interest from which had

been siphoned off to ease the

College’s cash flow problems.

After three months of Union

research it was revealed that the

proceeds from the gravel should have

been invested by the Investments

Committee for “‘the improvement of

student facilities in South

Kensington’’. It also became apparent

that the income should have been

controlled by the College Athletics

Committee on which the Union has

majority representation, and not the

College’s Finance and Executive

Committee.

These findings were accepted by

the Finance and Executive meeting in

Septenber and the ICU President is

currently negotiationg with College

Secretary John Smith to decide how

the money should best be invested.

Because of the Union’s charitable

status, half of the money can be

placed in low risk speculative

investments, whilst the remainder

must be spent on steady growth

investments such as unit trust share

holdings.

A panoramic view of Ian Bull

A body of former students and

members of the Governing Body will

be placed in charge of the trust to

invest the funds on behalf of the

Union. The Union hope that the trust

will be chaired by former ICU

President Ian Bull, now an

engineering project manager, who has

already expressed a strong interest in

the proposal. Under the terms of the

trust, the Union will be able to spend

the returns from the investments, and

will also withdraw lump sums for the

FREE!

Robbed!
The penthouse flat of the Tizard and:

Selkirk warden was broken onto last

Sunday. This was the first of three

burglaries in Southside so far this

term. Two handbags containing credit

cards were stolen fron Dr

Hutchinson’s flat, which was entered’

by the window.

About £60 was also taken from

Falmouth Keogh Assistant

Subwarden Al Birch’s room later in

the week. Mr Birch had complained

in January about a broken window

catch, but no action had been taken.

When asked about the incident, Mr

Birch commented ‘‘I hope it will

provide the impetus to improve

security in Southside’. His window

is now screwed shut.

A lock had recently been fitted in

the inner entrance doors of the

building, but it was found to be

disabled each night before the

burglaries. Security guards denied

turning off the lock.

purchases such as the sports hall, with

the proviso the cash is later repaid

back into the trust.

In an interview with FELIX

yesterday President Ian Howgate

praised John Smith for his

cooperation in the affair. He

explained that he had been unwilling

to tell FELIX details of the

proceedings without the go-ahead

from Mr Smith as he felt this would

prejudice the negotiations.
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Due to, production problems I have.
found myself in the Imperial College

Union General Meeting having to

write an editorial. The meeting is

about to start and there are 112

people. For those of you who don’t

know, the quorum of our UGMs is

300. I find the lack of interest in the

Union pathetic. Each year I have

watched the attendance diminish.

Eons ago, when I was a mere first

year, the first UGM I attended was

well publicised and quorate. If you

are a first year and didn’t attend I

would be interested to receive a letter

on why you had something better to

do. Did you know there was a UGM

yesterday? Why aren’t you interested

in your Union?

@-

Flanning

In this edition we have on opinion

article from Nigel Baker, Rag

Chairman and a letter from Dave

Tyler, C&GU President, about the

Hitsquad flanning at the Freshers’

Reception on Monday. Nobody,

however, seems to have mentioned

the damage done to ICU due to the

violent behaviour of the Deputy

President and Honorary Secretary.

This violence was inexcusable and

unnecessary. No wonder Freshers

don’t want to attend the General

Meetings.

Censorship

A motion was brought to the Imperial

College UGM yesterday which aimed

to give Editorial freedom to the

Handbook Editor. After a quarter of

an hours re-hashing an amended

version was presented which was

eventually referred back to the next

UGM. As the present policy stands,

an “external’ publication must be

censored by the sabbaticals,

publications board chairman and its

editor and ‘external’ publication is

defined not in terms of its intended

readership, but where it is printed!

This is plainly stupid. Clearly the

present policy needs to be changed—if

only to redefine an external

publication.

Entertainments

I’d just like to take advantage of this

space to congratulate John Noble,

ICU Entertainments Chairman, on the

great events he’s organised this week

and for the coming term. Despite Mr

Howgate’s comments last week, I

think John’s done an excellent job and

the bands he booked are much more

exciting live than any maga-band.

Michael Arthur

_ Mr Arthur would like me to make it

clear that he did not forget to add

VAT on to summer letting bills and

that certain Summer Accommodation

people must have read his figures

wrongly in order to come to that

conclusion.

FELIX

I believe that the last issue was well- .

received but I can never be sure as

I seem to receive very little feed-back.

I welcome constructive criticism from

all FELIX readers, not only those

mentioned in these pages. I’m very

flexible. If you don’t like a particular

feature or want to see something new;

again, please tell me. The main point

given about the last issue was that

most of you thought it was too big!

I can only say that there is no pleasing

some people.

Sport

WhenI stood for the post of FELIX

Editor, one of my main aims was to

revive the FELIX sports page. I now

have two Sports Editors and

photographers keen to take sporting

pictures. All I need now is the

cooperation of all the sports clubs and

submitted results every Wednesday

night. I cannot provide a proper sports

service otherwise.
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Editor-in-chief.........................00ceee Judith Hackney
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There will be a meeting today for all Reviews Editor...................ccee Ashley Niblock

FELIX staff or those interested in joining aa ea weil etic
our team at 1.00pm in the FELIX PAREN 5 tft ten eden sevens > Shane Latchman

Contributors: Pippa Salmon Adrain Bourne, Chris Jones,

Chas Jackson, John Noble, Nigel Baker, David Jones,

Steve Kilmurray, Jane Spiegel, Chris Martin, Kamala Sen,

Shane Latchman, Rose Atkins, Neil Motteram.

Office, Beit Quadrangle. Everybody is

welcome to attend. Free coffee on offer

to the first twenty lucky recipients

THE WESTEND ERS Episode one The Jerk
EXCUSE ME! WHERE

CAN I FIND THE

SNOOKER CLUB?

EVE MUCH LATER
EH. HOW DOI

CONTACT THE

CHAIRMAN OF

INDUSTRIAL

SOCIETY?

PARDON ME,

WHERE'S

SOUTHSIDE?

J RS
@ DOWN THE ROAD

S TURN LEFT...

TAKE THIS!

THIS IS HIM. YOU

CAN HAVE THIS. =
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Don’t ask

Due to printing problems, the new

ULU Welfare Handbook was not

distributed at the Rector’s Reception

this year. The Handbook was ordered

by Imperial College Union to replace

a booklet entitled But were afraid to

ask which has been issued to Freshers

in previous years.

ICU Welfare Officer Pippa Salmon

admitted that the ULU Welfare

Handbook did not cover material to

as greater depth as But were afraid to

ask, but added that it did cover more

ground including a section on

accommodation written by ex-IC

Welfare Councellor Lesley

Gillingham.

Film fracas

THE newly formed Film Society has

ceme into conflict with IC Science

Fiction Society over plans to show

Science Fiction films.
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ULU Travel

Sherfield Building
Imperial College
Prince Consort Road
London SW7.

® Worldwide flights on quality airlines

® Special fares for students and academics

® European trains and short breaks

® Overland tours and holidays

® Group bookings

Unbeatable prices — unbeatable quality

Enquiries and Bookings:

European 01-581 8233

Intercontinental 01-581 1022

A ¥ TheWorldbeaters

STOIC to

return to

airwaves

STOIC, Imperial College’s student

television service has begun

broadcasting regularly this term after

an absence of nine months.

Since STOIC transferred from the

College’s TV studio to the Union

Building last year, the Club has been

building up its own suite of

broadcasting equipment. The

equipment, installed over the summer

includes a £6,000 digital effects

machine and a vision mixer which

enables operations such as colour

changing, freeze framing and picture

folding to be performed. A teletext

service has also been introduced

offering free advertising for clubs and

societies between 9.30am and Spm

each day. STOIC can be received in

the Union Snack Bar, Southside TV

Lounge and in Halls of Residence.

A service of
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Major industrial sponsors, including computer giant IBM, have funded

ee,

the refurbishment of a new office for the Royal School of Mines Union.

RSMU President, Geoff Parsons, approached several companies and won

financial support for refitting the ground floor coffee room to make a

new office. In addition, RSMU Officers are hoping that IBM will provide

a personal computer for their Union Office.

The new office has been decorated and furnished to a very high standard

and is already in use. The old rooms are also being refurbished to provide

a leisure area for students. RSMU is intending to hire a pool table for

student recreation, and it is hoped that one of the industrial sponsors will

donate a television.

In return for their support, IBM will be invited to the RSM to give a

series of lectures, and the company will be taking an advertisement in

the RSM Journal. Representatives from IBM, and other patrons of RSMU,

will be attending the annual Mines Ball.

A spokesman for RSMU said that the Union was planning to raise more

money from the Mines Ball to help maintain the new facilities and for

Foreign Students Week.

C&G Willie
City and Guilds Union have booked

Willy Rushton to speak at the

Mechanical Engineering Freshers’

Buffet on Tuesday night. Mr Rushton,

who has a relative on the Board of

Governors will present an after dinner

talk on the role of comedy in

engineering.

Come on
down
No one has yet claimed the prize in

the Spanner draw, which took place

at the Guilds UGM on Monday. The

winning numbers are as follows:

364, 900, 352, 007, 032 and 781.

The first person to contact Dave

Tyler, bearing a. copy of Spanner

containing one of these numbers, will

win £10 worth of drinks in the Union

Bar. Bill Goodwin, Spanner 1987

Editor, commented yesterday: ‘‘The

important thing at the moment is for

someone to come and claim the prize.

Otherwise I’m afraid I’ll have to

spend the money myself.”’

Lock shock

Many Imperial students risk having

their cycles stolen because they are

using the wrong sort of lock.

College Security Chief Mr

Geoffrey Reeves told FELIX, ‘‘If you
use a chain or a cable it will be cut.

You must use a solid steel U-bend

type lock to secure your cycle to

something solid, preferably the ‘toast

racks’. No one using this type of lock

has ever had a cycle stolen from

College.”’

College Security (Sherfield Room

150) sells these locks for £16.25. Mr

Reeves also advises students to have

their postcodes stamped on their

cycles. The Metropolitan Police will

be visiting the College Security Office

this morning and later in the term to

do this for free.

It is also essential to remove

accessories such as lights and pump

when you leave your cycle. If you

have quick release hubs then you

should remove the front wheel and

lock it to the back wheel and frame.

If you have any questions about

protecting your cycle then the College

Security Office will be pleased to

advise you.

FELIX Friday October 9th 1987


