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Finance blunder

drags IC further

into debt
AN INVESTIGATION by the Inland Revenue could cost IC more than

£100,000 in unpaid tax. The problem has arisen because of the

Refectories Section’s failiure to pay tax and National Insurance for

casual workers. It is likely that the cost will have to be covered by

price increases in refectories and bars.

The College is claiming that the
workers are’ self-employed and are-

_ therefore responsible for their own tax

and:National Insurance. If the Inland

Revenue does not accept this claim,

College may have to pay up to seven

years’ tax.

Although Refectories will be the

hardest hit, other parts of the College,

including the Union Bar, are also under

scrutiny. This is not expected to reveal

any major problems, since they keep

better records of casual labour. The

Holland Club may be also investigated.

A spokesman from the Finance

Section said that there had been efforts

to reform the system and that people

who undertook a lot of casual work were

put onto the payroll. He admitted that

the investigation had taken the College

by surprise and that it was causing the

administration some concern.

If the College is faced with a large bill,

it may consider suing the auditors, who

have passed the College accounts every

year.

The Special Office of the Inland

Revenue carried out a check of the

College’s books about two years ago, as

part of a general investigation into

university finance. The check did not

result.in any further action against the

College.The current investigation is

being undertaken by the Inland

Revenue’s local office and was

prompted by a DHSS check on part time

College workers who were also claiming

the dole.
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Welcome to the new, -all-improved

students’ newspaper! This’ particular

brand washes whiter and digs deeper,

so if you thought last year’s anonymous

letters were shocking, then ‘you ain’t

seen nothing yet’. We’ve kept the old

reliable formula but added some sparkle.

This ‘Postgraduate Issue’ is only a hint

of things to come. The next issue will

appear on Monday Sth October.

How can you help?

From speaking to various people

around College, it is clear that our idea

of a good FELIX doesn’t always tie in

with most students’ idea of what the

newspaper should contain. It’s very easy

to stick to the usual formula if nobody

complains about it. If you want to see

something in FELIX that isn’t here, then

please write and tell us about it. It’s very

easy to get isolated in our little basement

and we’re not mind readers.

Science

One addition has been a new science

page. We are looking for a postgraduate

or member of staff to act as Science

Editor. The job involves writing and

collating various scientific news items

each week. If you are at all interested

then either telephone me today on int

3515 or visit our offices anytime during

September.

Censorship

In the light of the Handbook episode

(page 5) it is time for Publications Board

to reexamine the editor’s role on our
external publications. Was Pippa Salmon
elected to Collate information and
produce the guide, with the Union

Executive deciding on the tone of

articles, or was she elected to edit a fair

and representative handbook? Perhaps

the Executive wish to change her title

to Handbook Manager? The publication

would lose its credibility if it allowed

itself to become a pure advertisement for

the Union. There is no point in extolling

the virtues of the Union Bar and omitting

all the faults. Freshers will soon realise

that the articles are biased toward the

Union facilities and consequently will

arrive at College with the opinion that

the Union is only interested in putting

forward its corporate view point. This

makes the Union just as bad as College

with the rosy picture it paints in its

prospectus. .

I hope that Publications Board makes

some policy for once and defends the

editorial freedom which we value so

highly in FELIX.

Finance Fiasco

The rumours are rife within Sherfield

as to who will lose their job after the

latest financial cock-up. Perhaps College

will finally see sense and completely

shake up the Finance Section before we

follow the same path as University

College, Cardiff.

And finally

The Office will be closed from

tomorrow for three weeks. Wy.
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BRIEF

Beers all

round
IMPERIAL College’s beer supplies are

to be controlled centrally by the Union,

following discussions between the

Refectories Manager, Holland Club

Manager and ICU Deputy President.

The idea of a combined beer order was

suggested last year by Rob Northey, the

Refectories Manager. Both the College

and the Union stand to make substantial

savings from the increased barrellage

discount and if St Mary’s Medical

School choose to join the new system,

the order will be the largest in London.

The National Student Services

Organisation (NSSO) provides similar

discounts to its members, but Imperial’s

non-affiliation to the NUS has

disqualified it from joining the scheme.

This could also prevent IC from taking

part in the proposed ULU central

supplying venture.

ICU Deputy President Alan Rose

commented that he was ‘‘not looking to

set up a consortium of London

colleges.”’

Expedition Off

THE MOUNTAINEERING Club’s

Karakoram expedition has been called

off due to illness. Some members of the

team had already arrived at Karachi and

were making final preparations for the

ascent, when one of them became ill and

had to be flown back to Britain.

Expedition leader Jerry Hasnip decided

to cancel the rest of the trip.

The Scout and Guide East Karakoram

Expedition is going ahead as planned.

Park update

’ THE NEW Science Park at Silwood is
nearing completion. The Park, which

has been under construction for the past

year, is a joint venture between Investors

In Industry (3i) and Imperial College.

The park incorporates a Technology

Transfer Centre, owned by College, and

70% of the lettable space in this has

already been snapped up. One of the

main aims of the Centre is to attract

members of College engaged in the

commercialisation of their research.

Disco fiasco

SOUTHSIDE Bar’s disco was closed by

Sherfield messengers on the last day of

term. The IC Radio disco had continued

past its usual ending time of 11.15pm,

as people were celebrating the end of the

Life Sciences exams. At a quarter to

twelve the Sherfield messengers arrived

and, explaining that College Secretary

John Smith had asked for the disco to

end, began to remove people from the

building. Students complained that

violence was used in the process but no

proceedings are to be taken.

Success and misery
BOAT Club’s Ist IV has won the

prestigious Henley Regatta Challenge

Cup, beating top university and college

teams and cutting six seconds from the

course record in the process.

Since the Club’s Henley success,

several members have been selected to

represent the Britain in international

competitions, including the World

Student Games and the World

Championships. Nicholas Burfitt, who

was selected for the World

Championships, also has hopes of

rowing in next year’s Olympic Games.

The controversy over the funding for

Boat Club’s new eight continues, with

£4,500 still to be paid. The Queensgate

Trust (an organisation which provides

money for non academic activities) has

agreed to meet half of the £9,000 bill

which was temporarily paid by the

College’s Activities Loan Scheme.

The remaining money was to be

obtained from the Union by rearranging

Boat Club’s Five Year Plan, but the

Club did not apply for the release of the

money until after the boat had been

bought, breaking Union Finance rules.

The matter will be discussed further at

the next meeting of the Union Finance

Committee.

Southside fiasco
TEN students who had been allocated

College accommodation this Summer

were given only three days notice that

their bookings had been cancelled. The

problem was caused by overbooking of

rooms in the Summer Accommodation

Centre. The students were not on

academic courses and six of them were

subsequently offered alternative

accommodation. De-allocation was

necessary to accommodate postgraduates

who were guaranteed one year in hall.

Most rooms had to be vacated by

10am on Saturday 27th June so that

conference guests could move in on the

following Monday. This was to allow

time for the rooms to be thoroughly

cleaned. In the past the quitting rule has

not been strictly enforced and students

have been allowed to move out at any

time during the weekend. Residents

were upset at the short notice they were

given and the Union organised a “Crash

Pad’. Although no one used the crash

pad, several students had to stay with

friends.

Some students had very little notice

that their application for Summer

residence had been turned down. The

notices were sent out over a week before

the end of term but many only arrived

three days before the students were due

to leave. At the end of term, some

students were still to receive their letters.

The problem was made worse by the

letters being sent to departments after

exams had finished, when students were

not checking their mail.

One student called the weekend as a

‘ginormous farce’’. He described

students who got up at six o’clock to

pack and parents who drove from two

o’clock in the morning in order to beat

the deadline. Southside looked like a

refugee camp, he added.

After rumours that College Assistant

Secretary Michael Arthur had made the

decision that students had to leave on

Saturday, anonymous notices appeared

around Southside. The notices claimed

that accommodation was available and

gave what was in fact Mr Arthur’s home

number. He later stated that the rumours

were ‘‘not in the slightest bit true’’ and

said that he had received ‘‘one or two’’

calls. It was reported that his phone was

off the hook all weekend.
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