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Union Clash with Chaps
IC Union Officers have clashed with one of the CCU tie clubs

once again. Following the annual dinner of the Chaps Club,

the Royal School of Mines drinking club, on Wednesday Night,

there were several reports of disruptive behavior in the Union

building. Union Deputy President Jackie Peirce, who was duty

officer for the evening, was subjected to verbal abuse from a

group of Chaps Club members.
&

The incident comes at the end of a

difficult year for relations between

ICU and the College tie clubs. In

November a motion to ban the clubs

from Union premises was brought to

a UGM, backed by the ICU President

and Deputy President. At one of the

few well-attended Union General

Meetings of the year, the motion was

defeated by 23 votes after some

heated discussion.

On Wednesday, Ms Peirce was

present to see that club members left

the Union Concert Hall, which Chaps

had booked until lam, in good order.

Ms Peirce described the behaviour of

some members as ‘“‘quite abusive’

and added that they ‘‘told me exactly

what they thought of me and

Christine’’.

Speaking to FELIX yesterday,

Chaps president and former RSMU

President Dave Pearce admitted that

some members of Chaps had been

abusive on a personal level, but

denied that there had been any

obstructive behaviour, or opposition

to Ms Peirce when she asked for the

building to be cleared. He added that,

as President of the club, he had

probably not taken charge of the

situation as early as he should have

done. He said that Chaps had taken

longer to vacate the Concert Hall than

had been planned because they were

not aware that they would be expected

to clear up. The incident, he said, had

been a personal disagreement between

the Deputy President and a few ex-

student members of Chaps, and that

there had been no argument between

the Union and Chaps Club as a whole.

Though there have been reports that

a group of Chaps had gained access

to the roof of the Union Building and

had thrown a large missile into the

Quad, these rumours were denied by

Mr Pearce and Chaps Club Secretary

Chris Griffin.

ICU Executive will be discussing

possible disciplinary action against the

club. In addition, Chaps Club will be

re-examining the responsibilities of

the Club President.

Mr Pearce and Mr Griffen said that

the dinner had been a great sucess,

and that the Union Snack Bar

manager Mr Norman Jardine had

done an excellent job.

FELIX on the Box
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_It was all smiles and screen tests in

the FELIX office yesterday when a

production team from Channel 4

turned up to capture the Thursday

afternoon panic on film. After word

of the imminent arrival of Stephen

Spielberg got about, the office was

suddenly filled with keen staff

members, anxious to get FELIX to

press before the cameras left at

1.30pm. After a series of half-hearted

rehearsals, the Channel four people

managed to film the really big scene

where all the pages had to be ready

‘‘in ten minutes’’. Notable absentee

was former FELIX editor and SDP

agent Clive Dewey, who turned up a

day too early and sat in the office for
fourteen hours on Wednesday,

waiting for the crew to turn up and

getting in everybody’s way.

Channel four were at Imperial

College to film a half hour

programme on the University of

London.

Clive Dewey is 57.
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Death penalty bias
Louisiana Injustice

There has been a sudden and

worrying upsurge in the number of

executions in the United States.

Several States have.now resumed

executions, after waiting for the

landmark Supreme Court ruling on

racial discrimination in the case of

McCleskey vs Kemp. Louisiana

intends to put to death six prisoners

between June 7th and 18th, despite

evidence of racial bias in the

application of the death penalty.

McCleskey vs Kemp ‘

Warren McCleskey appealed to the

US Supreme Court against his death

sentence in Georgia on the strength

of evidence which showed that blacks

were far more likely than whites to

get the death penalty for an equivalent

offence. The evidence consisted of an

extensive study by Professor David

Baldus of Iowa State University in

which he examined the effects of race

on capital sentencing in more than

2000 homicide cases in the period

1973-79. He found that defendants

convicted of killing white victims

were eleven times more likely to get

the death sentence than killers of

blacks.

The Supreme Court Decision

Despite this finding, the Supreme

Court ruled with a narrow majority

(5-4) that the defendant would have

had to prove a discriminatory intent

on the part of the court that originally

convicted him—an exceptionally

tough burden of proof. Amazingly the

Supreme Court did not dispute the

findings of Baldus’ study and referred

them as a matter of interest to the

State’s law-making bodies. The four

judges who dissented from the

majority decision were stunned that

the clear ‘risk’ of racial bias in

McCleskey’s case was not regarded

as a relevant factor. Justice Brennan

wrote ‘‘the risk that race influenced

McCleskey’s sentence is intolerable.

by any standards’.

Amnesty’s Concern

Since there are also reports of racial

discrimination in Louisiana, Amnesty

International is making strenuous

efforts to appeal for clemency in the

cases of the six prisoners there.

Amnesty believes, and rightly, that

the process of execution cannot be

permitted to continue whilst there is

a significant risk that sentences are not

being applied fairly. In any case

Amnesty is totally opposed to the

death penalty as a cruel, degrading

and inappropriate punishment.

What You Can Do

The gravity of the situation in

Louisiana calls for swift, effective

action. You can easily participate in

that action by writing to the Governor

of Louisiana. Simply write a brief,

courteous letter expressing your

concern at the imminent executions of

the six prisoners. It doesn’t have to

be very long at all—a couple of lines

will do. The important thing is that

the authorities should be inundated

with letters of concern. Amnesty has

shown time and time again how

effective letters can be; so please,

make the little effort that is

required—even if you do have exams.

Write to:

The Hon Edwin Edwards

State Capitol

Baton Rouge

LA 70804

USA

If you would like any more

information on this particular matter

or on the death penalty in general or

on any of Amnesty International’s

concerns then don’t hesitate to contact

Stephen Curry (Physics, int 6729) or

Simon Bosher (Physics II).

Stephen Curry

£22.10 per week
Dear David,

Just a quick note to highlight the

impending destitution which will fall

upon us in the event of a Conservative

majority on June 11th. There now

follows a bit of number crunching.

The maintenance grant is at present

£2236.

Next year we will receive a 4%

increase, ‘‘in line with inflation’’,

giving us £2325.44. For our 39 week

year, we can allocate £59.60 per

week.

The average private

accommodation, within 45 mins

walking distance of College, inclusive

of rates, costs about £37.50 per week,

per person.

If the bill is deployed to prevent

students from being entitled to rent

rebate, from the Ist Sept, then we will

be left with £22.10 per week.

That is £22.10 per week to feed,

clothe and water ourselves; let alone

buy books and stationery or even

going out (God forbid!!). Maybe, in

the event of poll tax, or even

landlords wiseing up to the fact that

students cannot afford to live in their

expensive slums anymore, there could

be a reduction in the rent. This does

seem like a good ploy to make us

desire student loans, or use our

parents as crutches.

Support Tactical Voting °87 on

June 11th.

Katie Cook, Biochem IT

Clements’ last letter
Dear Dave,

Having read this last issue of RCS

Broadsheet (Vol 19 Issue 11) I feel

it necessary to comment on many of

the factual errors contained within it,

especially those concerning the RCS

Constitutions Review Committee

which I have been chairing. The

presence of the numerous errors quite

clearly demonstrates that whoever

wrote the article (it was unfortunately

anonymous) has made no attempt

whatsoever to find out the real facts,

but is prepared to write an article

based on his own prejudices and

guesswork.

To start with the front page:

‘*Round 2 of the Great Constitutional

Debate begins June 12th’’. This is

total rubbish, since the Review

Committee has to report back to Gen

Comm before anything goes to a

UGM. The next Gen Comm is on

June 15th, and the earliest UGM to

which changes can be put will be the

second of next term, since no serious

business can be conducted at the

Freshers’ UGM.

Next, the description of the RCS

Constitution as an ‘‘unwieldy

monster’’. If that is true of it scant 16

pages .I would like to know the

authors’s opinion of this multi-volume

epic of the ICU constitution.

The proposed addition of a

requirement that the president should

have completed 2 years in RCS

indeed would not affect Clare, next

year’s president. However, the

suggestion that it would have

prevented Simon, this year’s

president, being elected is entirely

false, or hadn’t the author noted that

Simon is a 3rd year physicist who will

be leaving at the end of this year?

The position of UGM and Gen

Comm chairman, a proposed new

officer post, has not in fact been

approved by the committee. We

discussed this at great length, and,

unlike all other changes, failed to

come to a unanimous conclusion. We

thought, though, that wider discussion

was warranted and so will suggest this

to Joint Gen Comm. The matter of a

pot for this post also demonstrates the

author’s lack of understanding. No

post in RCS, or ICU even, is awarded

a pot until it has proved its usefulness

and durability by functioning for at

least 3 years, and then the award is

only at the discretion of Joint Gen

Comm. As far as the holder of the

post is concerned this would be

decided by Gen Comm, should the

post be approved. Any changes to the

RCS constitution, I would like to add,

have to be approved by a *%4 majority

at 2 separate UGMs, so none of these

changes will get through without

popular approval.

Elsewhere in Broadsheet it is

suggested that Simon Banton

graduated with a 3rd from Physics 3

years ago. Wrong again, as just about

anyone will tell you, he got a pass and

graduated 2 years ago.

Finally I would like to make some

general comments about Clare’s

editorial. How she can call the cover

of Not Broadsheet offensive when she

herself published the not only-

offensive but dangerous AIDS article

by Julian Moore (Vol 19 Issue 8) is

beyond me. Also, I would like to ask

her how she expects to have an

effective. working relationship with

Steph Snell and Dave Williams (next

year’s HJT) when she subjects them

to vicious personal attacks. I find the

lack of understanding of human

nature revealed by this to be among

the best reasons I have seen for

suggesting that RCS presidents should

be 3rd years. Research in FELIX and

Broadsheet archives has shown that

never before has there been a 2nd year

president.

It has, however, been suggested

that the editorial in question was not

actually written by Clare. The

signature at the bottom certainly bears

more of a resemblance to Dave

Smedley’s earlier in the issue than it

does to Clare’s normal signature.

Should this be the case I would

apologise unreservedly for the

comments in the above paragraph,

and would suggest that the person

responsible for such an irresponsible

damaging impersonation never be

allowed to touch Broadsheet again.

Many thanks for the time you’ve

spent reading this.

Yours,

Dave Clemments

Liquid Assets
Dear Dave,

This is not a letter about gays.

Just before I leave this place, I’d

like to ask next year’s DP and FELIX

Editor, through your exalted

columns, what they plan to do with

the Union assets, ie the Union Bar,

Snack bar, and Bookshop/Sportshop. -

I ask those two because, first, the

DP is responsible for the running of

those assets, and, second, the FELIX

Editor is responsible for how they are

publicised/described. I’d like to see

their answers in print to compare

them and for the record.

With these days of indeterminate

student attitude towards the Union

(and vice-versa perhaps), and

decreasing real money budgets, it

would seem a shame to waste those

assets through insufficient thought

and communication, or non-

constructive criticism.

Yours interestedly,

David Pearce, Mining IV

PS. I do hope that you can find

room for this little request amongst

your frightfully important FELIX

news.
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Strength in numbers

I should like to draw attention to the

letter from Amnesty International on

page 2. Though they have been

organising letter-writing campaigns

throughout the year, I have not

noticed a great deal of support from

the students as a whole. Even if you

cannot be bothered to vote next

Thursday, try to spare a couple of

minutes to support Amnesty in its

campaign. We can argue for hours

about the relative benefits of the

political parties; there are no grey

areas when we see evidence of racial

discrimination in capital sentencing.

Letters and Opinion

Articles

It has been editorial policy this year,

as in many previous years, not to edit

or cut letters and opinion articles

without discussing any changes with

the author. The reasons for this are

quite simple; I do not wish to run the

risk of distorting anyone’s reasoning.

In practical terms, this means that we

have to decide whether to print

material in full, or leave it out

completely, and this approach is not

always very satisfactory when we are

trying to produce a_ balanced

newspaper. In the remaining issues of

this term, all letters and opinion

articles which FELIX receives may

be sub-edited or cut. Due

consideration will of course, be given

to preserve the meaning of any article.

I hope this will help the College’s

favourite bores to resist the temptation

to write six pages when one would

suffice.

End of Term

Only four weeks to go before I’m

unemployed (and unemployable). For

anyone who is interested, I am

ULUtravel
Wherever you’d rather be...

e Worldwide flights on quality

airlines

e Special fares for students

and academics

e European trains and short

breaks

2 Overland tours and holidays

...we’ll get you there!

Unbeatable prices — unbeatable quality
from the world’s greatest student travel organisation

European 01-581 8233

ULU Travel

Imperial College

Sherfield Building

Enquiries and Bookings: Sze EN

Intercontinental 01-581 1022
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planning to bring out two more

issues—next Friday (12th) and Friday

19th. There is a possibility that the

last issue will be delayed until

Wednesday 24th, to fit in with our

usual policy at the end of term, but

the deadline for all copy for this issue

is next Wednesday (10th). I appreciate

that this is well in advance of

publication date, but at the moment

I am hoping to bring out about 36

pages, so everything needs to be done

early.

-—The last box ad of all time—

If you think FELIX has begun to look more like

the ‘FELIX Advertiser’ recently, do not despair.

As from next week there will be no more

superfluous box ads in the paper. Please note

that the Small Ads deadline is 1.30pm Monday.

For anything bigger, | will be happy to supply a

copy of our ratecard.

Credits
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Sunny Bains, Liz Holford, Mark

Cottle, Al Birch, Steve Gutteridge,

Christine Taig, Rachel Black, Rose

Atkins and Steve Shackell.
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STUDENTS!

Ever wished you could type?

Well now you can - easily.

Sight & Sound offer fully comprehensive
training — fast — in typing, audio, shorthand,

word/data processing, book-keeping and

computer studies. Part-time courses start

daily, full time start every Monday. Daytime or

evenings — you choose.

* SPECIAL OFFER! «
15% discount on production of Union Card

Fulham 381 4655

Call now, and learn a new skill for life!

SIGHT & SOUND
Charing Cross Road 836 9045

Archway 263 9700


