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ULU saved

from UGC
hatchet men

The University of London Union has
been saved from the massive cuts
which were threatened by the UGC.
Though the figures still have to be
finally approved by the Senate next
year, ULU will receive an increase
of 3.6% in funding.

This news is being heralded as a
major success for the campaign to
defend central services which was
organised by ULU last term. The
‘‘biggest campaign ever run by
ULU"’ included collecting a petition
of 13,000 signatures and a Day of
Action, which was held in January.

The future of all of the University’s
central services now seems more
secure. The Careers Advisory Service
will also receive an increase of 3.6 %.

The Accommodation Office and the
Central Institution Health Centre will
receive increases of 3.5% and 3.7%
respectively. The Library and the
Department of Extra-Mural Studies
will be granted smaller increases.

The Universities Grants Committee
have sent officers at ULU an apology
for the original statement about cuts
in central funding. The Senate of the
University of London have passed
policy backing the maintenance of
student amenities.

ULU have published a report on
*“The Future of Student Amenities in
the Federal University’’ based on
information gathered in the campaign,
which points out that student facilities
in London are still underfunded.

Postal strike havoc

90,000 addresses were without mail
earlier this week as almost all Post
Office sorting staff in south west
London went on strike.

The unofficial dispute started in
Brixton postal district (SW2) where,
because of a high sickness rate
amongst staff, a backlog of mail had
built up. Staff were either unable, or
not unwilling, to work the overtime
necessary to clear the backlog. The
district post master tried to get
trainees in from a neighbouring
district to do the deliveries. This
course of action had previously been
agreed with the Union of
Communication Workers (UCW), but
as soon as the idea was put forward,
the postal workers walked out. Other
postal districts” workers also walked
out throughout the week in a show of
sympathy for the Brixton district.

these districts being Clapham (SW4),
Stockwell (SW9) and Earl’s Court
(SW5) and South Lambeth (SW8).

A Post Office spokesman said that
they ‘‘deeply regret the inconvenience
caused to the public as a result of this
unofficial strike action.’’ He also told
FELIX that there are many standard
procedures by which the UCW can
communicate with management to
sort out any dispute without causing
inconvenience to the public.
“‘Obviously the postal workers in
Brixton have ignored these
procedures’’ FELIX was told.

As a result of negotiations on
Tuesday and Wednesday, normal
services were resumed throughout
south west London on Thursday
morning, although FELIX was told
that it would take up to a week to clear
all the backlog of mail.

First for the Scarlet Woman

The RCS Motor Club admitted to
having a fun-packed bank holiday
weekend. The burly bunch of fire-
persons were out every day,
exhibiting Jezebel the fire engine.
On Saturday the team took Jez to
Battersea Park to be filmed for the
BBC TV programme Top Gear. The
show was running a feature on the
Historic Commercial Vehicles
Society annual outing to Brighton in
which Jez took part. The interviewer,
Mr William Woolard, admitted to the
crew that he had once used the ladies
toilets at Imperial and to having been

suitably impressed by the low
standard of grafitti.

Sunday saw Jez successfully

“completing the trip with only a minor
mechanical problem when a fan blade
sheared off. However, she made it to
Brighton and back again without any
further problems.

The highlight of the weekend was
on Monday at the ‘‘Wheels of
Yesterday Rally’ in Battersea Park.
Here Jez was awarded first prize in
the class of Fire and Rescue Vehicles,
and was presented with a nifty silver

trophy.

Sabbatical Election
Manifestos Inside!
Don’t forget to vote!
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Token
letter

Dear Ed,

We feel it is our duty to warn fellow
unsuspecting students of the dangers
which lurk within Kensington
Gardens. At 8 o’clock this evening six
of us ventured out for a walk. While
‘8-wheel Jack’ was razzing on her
roller skates the rest of us engaged in
a highly energetic ball game!! During
the course of which, our ball (or
rather, the tennis ball Natalie found
in Linstead Bar!) was devoured by a
ravenous flower bed, into which it
was thrown by ‘Clutzy Charlotte’. As
if this wasn’t distressing enough, on
reaching the gate outside Kensington
Palace (with the intention of going to
MacDonalds) we found them locked.
Not wishing to forego the pleasures
of a MacDonald’s milkshake we
decided to scale the heights. This,
however, is not as easy as it may
appear.

At the sight of six worried looking
females (due to the spikes at the top
of the fence) a gallant drunken
Londoner rushed over to help, leaping
over the fence to demonstrate how
easy it was. His over-enthusiastic
efforts nearly caused a serious injury
for Jackie on the top of the fence, who
was posing for the tourists, keen to
capture quaint London customs on
film. On noticing Jackie’s precarious
position a handsome young man
appeared, catching her, much to the
disgust of his girlfriend! With Jackie
safely over, the others were
committed to following her. After
surveying the fence, Natalie (a life
scientist and therefore able to find an
easy way out of everything)
discovered the simplest route,
utilising the handle of the gate
(no...the gate was locked). With an
extra foothold it was now possible to
negotiate the obstacle with care (due
to the spikes). Natalie, Helen,
Charlotte and Jackie (now skateless)
then joined the other Jackie on the far
side, leaving Kate, wearing a skirt and
scared of heights, not happy about the
situation. By this time the handsome
young man had left (dragged off by
his girlfriend, who instantly
recognised Natalie’s man-eating
instincts) and not even the offer, from
the drunken Londoner, of his back as
an extra foothold was enough to tempt
her over the gate. But, after a little
more encouragement, and one false
start, we were all on our way to
MacDonalds.

So you have been warned.

Jackie (razzing) Godfrey

Charlotte Green

Natalie McGowan

Jackie Scott

Kate Whiteside

Helen Waddington

(Linstead Hall)

Felix

ULU Saved

The fate of ULU probably seems
entirely insignificant to the majority
of IC students, who consider even
their own students union an
irrelevance. Large colleges which
have good facilities, such as IC,
function perfectly adequately on a day
to day basis without the aid of the
centralised London Union. This is one
of the reasons why ULU was open to
attack when the need for drastic cuts
arose. Though the heat may be off for
the moment, there can be little doubt
that students unions will be in danger
in future when more cuts are
threatened. Unless there is a major
upset at the next general election the
government will continue to trim the
education budget for as long as they
are allowed to get away with it. As
UGC funding contracts, universities
will have to supplement their incomes
more and more with sponsorship from
industry and private research
contracts. Imperial already receives
a substantial amount of money in this
way and the administration are keen
to see this increase. More and more
emphasis is going to be on
‘economically viable’ research,

means-tested grants will eventually
give way to student loans, and tertiary
education will move further towards
being privately funded instead of
state-maintained. Science institutions
will no doubt do relatively well, but
students unions will be squeezed out
as government money dwindles, and,
as usual, students will suffer.

Rag Fete

Tomorrow is IC’s Rag Fete—the
main Rag event of the summer and the
last chance to collect for this year’s
charities. On page 5 there is a short
article about the organisations which
benefit from money raised by IC.
This is the side of Rag which really
counts—if you can take time off from
exams, for Rag events try to get out
and support this event and the people
who have spent the year organising
fund raising events for your
entertainment.

Print Unit

This is my 26th issue of FELIX and
the novelty is beginning to wear a bit
thin. More and more, I have found,

the job is concerned with running the
Print Unit rather than editing FELIX.
I do not have time to look after
personally everyone who wishes to
make use of the facilities, but I do not
like having the FELIX Office treated
as a service which exists only to meet
the needs of club publicity
requirements. I will go out of my way
to help anyone, but I do not like the
implication that people are entitled to
my attention, or, more importantly,
to the attention of volunteer staff. If
anybody is dissatisfied, Kall-Kwik is
on Old Brompton Road.

Credits

Many thanks to Judith Hackney, Dave
Burns, Pippa Salmon, Kamala Sen,
Steve Kilmurray, Chris Martin, Neil
Motteram, Dave Williams, Mark
Cottle, Pete Higgs, Chas Jackson,
Aaron Kotcheff, Sarah Kirk, Liz
Holford, Sunny Bains, Sundiatu
Dixon-Fyle, Andy Bannister, Francis
Miers, Jane Spiegel, Grenville
Manuel, Al Birch, Christine Taig,
Dave Colley, Nigel, Rose Atkins and
Steve Shackell.

wish to

burnt.

 WARNING!

To all Union officers who

reports: The deadline is
12.30pm next Monday.
Any submissions arriving
any fraction of a second
later will be cermonially

submit annual
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