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Keys resolved

New system
for Linstead

It was announced at Student
Residence Committee on
Wednesday that a new key system is
to be installed in Linstead Hall.
College’s ‘Davidson Committee’
working party said that the new
arrangements will involve having
two locks on each door. The used
during the term will be a high
quality Assa system, which will be
put out of action when the rooms
are let in the vacation and the
cheaper locks used. The changeover
will take two or three keys and is
intended to improve the security of
the Assa keys. Welfare Officer, Tom
Meliar-Smith estimated * that the
locks will be installed by the summer
term.

The new locks will be
accompanied with better key
security in general. Even the

subwardens and warden will no

longer hold master keys, although
the warden will have access to one.
Another change will be that
students who lose keys will have to
pay £45 for a new lock rather than
paying for a new key as at present.
Despite the greatly increased cost,
the decision was welcomed by
student members Ian Howgate and
Mr Meliar-smith, who have
campaigned strongly for increased
security.

drought

Angry residents have presented a
petition to College Secretary John
Smith, complaining about the lack
of water and heating in Weeks
Hall. The residents have been
without water between 10am and
12pm since January 15th.

The problem is due to burst pipes
causing a reduction in pressure and
the lack of a pump to supply water
to the storage tank. This has been
aggravated by the recent
installation of water meters of the

wrong size, which constrict the
flow. Showers, sinks and toilets are
currently unusable -and students
have been forced to obtain water
from fire hoses and to take showers
in the sports centre or very late at
night.

Student Accomodation Officer
Lesley Gillingham told FELIX
“The situation to the students
involved is totally deplorable and
we hope it will be resolved as
quickly as possible”.

Southside

The Student Residences Committee
finally decided on the future of
"Tizard and Selkirk Halls’ kitchens
on Wednesday. A small-scale survey
of the residents of these Halls
produced a majority in favour of
gallery-level kitchens with fridges in
cupboards on staircases, and this
scheme, which was favoured by the
wardens, was accepted without
further argument.

Our Steve
makes it

Thumbs up from Steve *“Ready
when you are” Shackell, FELIX off-
set litho operator, as he sets off on
an emergency mission to collect a
box of plates from ngs Cross
station. Steve is 27.

MPs attack Government

A Parliamentary select committee
has called for a significant increase
in student grants. A report last week
by the committee accused the
Department of Education and
Science of giving misleading
information -about the grants
situation and critisised it for failing
to research student costs.

Whilst the committee did not
discuss student loans, it decided that
some form of award system is
essential to national needs. The
report calls for a decrease in

parental contributions and
provision for student welfare
benefits.

The MPs, chaired by William Van
Straubenzee, attacked the DES for
giving misleading information
about student’ maintenance costs.
As recently as 1981 the Department
had stated that grants were based on
an objective assessment of costs

which was not the case. There is no
research unit in the DES to monitor
student costs and information
appears to come from parties with a
vested interest.

Harry Greenway, Conservative
MP, said “it is extraordinary that
they do not have a research
department. They are always about
three years out of date.”

It is not certain what effect the
select committee’s report will have
upon the grant settlement for next
academic year or upon the
Government’s own enquiry whose
chairman, Junior Education
Minister, George Walden, is
presently in the United States,
examining its system of student
support. It does appear to be part of
a move towards a more favourable
attitude amongst the Government
towards,student claims of hardship.

Red faces in

It was red faces all round in College
Security after they installed a high
security metal gate to protect the
Nat West Bank. The ASSA lock
with which they chose to secure the
gate has a latch device on the inside
of the doors. Unfortunately the gap
between the bars is wide enough for
a hand to reach round and open the
door.

When FELIX pointed this out to

College

College Security Chief, Geoff
Reeves, he announced his intention
to install a magnetic lock. He added
that a similar lock would be
installed on the door to the Quiet
Room in order to protect the
Holland Club. A further security
Screen is to be installed in the Gents
toilets which also provides agcess to
the club.

Day of action

Most London colleges will be
taking part in the ULU Day of
Action next Tuesday. The
campaign “Defend the three R’s” is
against the proposed 50% cut in
central funding.

Much of the action will be
centered on the central precinct in
Bloomsbury, with the smaller
colleges joining forces with the
Trade Unions. A picket of the
« Central Services will be mounted

from 11.30 am until 2.30 pm.

University College are to picket
all their entrances, and John Pope,
ULU Sports President will run to as
many colleges as possible during
the day.

In -the ULU Building itself a
meeting will be held at 1.00 pm to
discuss plans for the rest of the day,
and there will be a free disco in the
evening with specially mixed ““50%
cuts cocktails.”
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Consoc
apology

Dear Dave,

I would like to pass on Mr
Goosen’s apologies to all those who
turned up to hear him speak on South
Africa’s future. As you will know, the
meeting had to be cancelled because
Mr Goosen had gone down with food
poisoning.

I would also like to assure you that
IC Consoc will be arranging another
meeting as soon as possible and
preferably before the end of term. IC
Consoc like Anti-Apartheid looks for-
ward to the end of Apartheid in South
Africa and we believe that Mr
Goosen'’s talk should be of great in-
terest to anyone concerned about
South Africa’s future.

Yours sincerely,

Simon Jarvis

External Affairs Officer,

IC Conservative Society

PATA
response

Dear Dave,

When Paul Kapusta was allowed to
revive PATA (Positive Alternatives
to Abortion Society) it was after some
discussion. This was to the effect that
in keeping with the aims of this socie-
ty he would have to discuss alter-
natives as well as presenting the anti-
abortion case. Sadly, I have to date
seen little or no evidence of such a
discussion. Perhaps he could
enlighten us on this seemingly under-
publicised area of his activities.

Yours,

Chas Jackson

ULU Travel
Imperial College

ULU travel

Wherever you want to go...

...we’ll get you there!

Enquiries and Bookings == EY
European 01-581 8233
Intercontinental 01-581 1022

Unbeatable prices — unbeatable quality!
Call in and see how far you can go.

Sherfield Building

' Worldwide flights.
e Special fares

for students

and academics.
e Tours and

short breaks.
e Ski holidays.
e European trains.
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South Africa

This week’s news section includes, in
the report of the cancelled Consoc
speaker meeting, details of an
interview with Mr Peter Goosen of
the South African Embassey. Mr
Goosen cancelled his visit to College
because of food poisoning. Much of
what he said would have formed the
basis of his talk and, as he says, he is
keen to come to College to put
forward his views. We have printed
what he said as accurately as possible.
The interview he gave FELIX was
taped by the Embassy, and Mr
Goosen asked to be shown the copy
before publication. We agreed to this;
in the event the only changes he
advised were minor ones-not
affecting the article in any way other
than to amend a couple of genuine
inaccurracies.

What we have printed is, of course,
a series of ““Press Office” statements
Jfrom the South African Government.
Personally I find nearly all of what
Mr Goosen has said condescending
and rather offensive. At the same time
I do not think it helpful to adopt a ““no
platform policy”’ in our press
coverage of the South African
situation. I have sympathy with the
view that groups whose ideologies are
particularly extreme should be
prevented from broadcasting their
point of view, but this is not a
constructive course of action. The
South African regime is not going to
be harmed by a lack of publicity.

NUS Feature

This week’s main feature is a
condensed version of reports written
by Chris Martin and Bill Goodwin,
who attended the NUS conference
last month on behalf of the ICU
External Affairs Committee. In the
last few years there has been some
debate within the Union over whether
or not to send observers to these
conferences. I recommend that you
take time to read what they have
written. Few of us at this College
know a great deal about the workings
of the NUS. Too many of those who
fervently support one side or the other
base their opinions on third hand
information. Chris and Bill have both
reported their impressions of the
conference honestly and accurately,
and either of them will be happy to
pass on copies of their full-length
reports to anyone who is interested in
the NUS. They can both be contacted
via the FELIX Office.

EGM and JCR

Today at 12.30 pm there will be an
‘Extraordinary General Meeting’ of
ICU in the JCR where the Union’s
response to the College’s plans for the
refectory reorganisation will
(hopefully) be decided. Despite a
series of prominent news items in
FELIX it seems that most students
are still oblivious to the controversy
which has arisen since the switch of
the JCR and the Main Dining Hall
was halted. Jackie has written at
length about the issue on page 4, and
has given a useful summary of ‘“‘the
story so far.” It may be that the
meeting will decide that the situation
as it stands is the most desirable.
Whatever the outcome it is
imperative that the Union officers
should have, and be seen to have, the
support of the student body on this
issue. If you velue your Union please
make every effort to turn up to
today’s meeting.

1Credits

Yet again this is a much thinner issue
than I would have hoped to produce.

This week we have had only two days
to prepare FELIX since Monday and
Tuesday were taken up with a
training course on our new typesetter.

On Wednesday morning, after as
much copy as possible had been keyed
into the new machine the previous
evening, the power unit failed and we
had to revert to using the old model.

Yesterday afternoon FELIX printer
Steve Shackell had to collect a box of
plates from Kings Cross Station after
the Print Unit ran out and our regular
suppliers did not have them in stock.

In short, it's been much the same as
usual. Particular thanks, therefore, to
Judith Hackney, Chris Martin, Chris
Edwards, “he whose name I cannot
mention”, Nigel Whitfield and Pippa
Salmon for bailing me out once again.

Thanks also to Kamala Sen, Dave
Burns, Bill Goodwin, Gail Turner,

Neil Mottram, Sundi, Liz Holford,

Alex McNeil, Richard Bleasdale, Pete

Wilson, Adrain Johnson, Jackie
Peirce, Steve Shackell and Rose
Atkins. ;
David Jones.

FELIX is published by the Editor for and on
behalf of Imperial College Union Publications
Board and is printed by the Imperial College
Union Print Unit, Prince Consort Road,
London, SW7 2BB (Tel 01 589 5111 ext 3515).
Editor, David Jones. Business Manager, Jane
Spiegel. Copyright FELIX 1986 ISSN 1040-
0711.







