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lates resolved
New system

for Linstead

It was announced at Student

Residence Committee on

Wednesday that a new key system is

to be installed in Linstead Hall.

College’s ‘Davidson Committee’

working party said that the new

arrangements will involve having

two locks on each door. The used

during the term will be a high

quality Assa system, which will be

put out of action when the rooms

are let in the vacation and the

cheaper locks used. The changeover

will take two or three keys and is

intended to improve the security of

the Assa keys. Welfare Officer, Tom

Meliar-Smith estimated” that the

locks will be installed by the summer

term.

The new locks will be

accompanied with better key

security in general. Even the

subwardens and warden will no

longer hold master keys, although

the warden will have access to one.

Another change will be that

students who lose keys will have to

pay £45 for a new lock rather than

paying for a new key as at present.

Despite the greatly increased cost,

the decision was welcomed by

student members Ian Howgate and

Mr Meliar-smith, who have

campaigned strongly for increased

security.

drought
Angry residents have presented a

petition to College Secretary John

Smith, complaining about the lack

of water and heating in Weeks

Hall. The residents have been

without water between 10am and

12pm since January 1 Sth.

The problem is due to burst pipes

causing a reduction in pressure and

the lack of a pump to supply water

to the storage tank. This has been

aggravated by the recent

installation of water meters of the

wrong size, which constrict the

flow. Showers, sinks and toilets are

currently unusable -and students

have been forced to obtain water

from fire hoses and to take showers

in the sports centre or very late at

night.

Student Accomodation Officer

Lesley Gillingham told FELIX

“The situation to the students

involved is totally deplorable and

we hope it will be resolved as

quickly as possible”’.

Southside
The Student Residences Committee

finally decided on the future of

‘Tizard and Selkirk Halls’ kitchens

on Wednesday. A small-scale survey

of the residents of these Halls

produced a majority in favour of

gallery-level kitchens with fridges in

cupboards on staircases, and this

scheme, which was favoured by the

wardens, was accepted without

further argument.

Our Steve

makes it

Thumbs up from Steve “Ready
when you are” Shackell, FELIX off-
set litho operator, as he sets off on
an emergency mission to collect a

box of plates from iia Cross
station. Steveis 27.

MPs attack Government

A Parliamentary select committee

has called for a significant increase

in student grants. A report last week

by the committee accused the

Department of Education and

Science of giving misleading

information about the grants

situation and critisised it for failing

to research student costs.

Whilst the committee did not

discuss student loans, it decided that

some form of award system is

essential to national needs. The

report calls for a decrease in

parental contributions and

provision for student welfare

benefits.

The MPs, chaired by William Van

Straubenzee, attacked the DES for

giving misleading information
about student’ maintenance costs.
As recently as 1981 the Department
had stated that grants were based on
an objective assessment of costs

which was not the case. There is no

research unit in the DES to monitor

student costs and information

appears to come from parties with a

vested interest.

Harry Greenway, Conservative
MP, said “it is extraordinary that
they do not have a_ research
department. They are always about

three years out of date.”

It is not certain what effect the
select committee’s report will have

upon the grant settlement for next

academic year or upon the
Government’s own enquiry whose

chairman, Junior Education

Minister, George Walden, is

presently in the United States,

examining its system of student

support. It does appear to be part of

a move towards a more favourable

attitude amongst the Government

towards student claims of hardship.

Red faces in College
It was red faces all round in College

Security after they installed a high

security metal gate to protect the

Nat West Bank. The ASSA lock

with which they chose to secure the

gate has a latch device on the inside

of the doors. Unfortunately the gap

between the bars is wide enough for

a hand to reach round and open the

door.

When FELIX pointed this out to

College Security Chief, Geoff

Reeves, he announced his intention

to install a magnetic lock. He added

that a similar lock would be

installed on the door to the Quiet

Room in order to protect the

Holland Club. A further security

Screen is to be installed in the Gents

toilets which also provides access to

the club.

Day of action
Most London colleges will be
taking part in the ULU Day of
Action next Tuesday. The
campaign “Defend the three R’s”’is

against the proposed 50% cut in

central funding.

Much of the action will be
centered on the central precinct in
Bloomsbury, with the smaller
colleges joining forces with the
Trade Unions. A picket of the

«Central Services will be mounted

from 11.30 am until 2.30 pm.
University College are to picket

all their entrances, and John Pope,
ULU Sports President will run to as
many colleges as possible during

the day.

In -the ULU Building itself a

meeting will be held at 1.00 pm to
discuss plans for the rest of the day,
and there will be a free discoin the

evening with specially mixed 50%
cuts cocktails.”
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Letters

Consoc

apology

Dear Dave,

I would like to pass on Mr

Goosen’s apologies to all those who

turned up to hear him speak on South

Africa’s future. As you will know, the

meeting had to be cancelled because

Mr Goosen had gone down with food

poisoning.

I would also like to assure you that

IC Consoc will be arranging another

meeting as soon as possible and

preferably before the end of term. IC

Consoc like Anti-Apartheid looks for-

ward to the end of Apartheid in South

Africa and we believe that Mr

Goosen’s talk should be of great in-

terest to anyone concerned about

South Africa’s future.

Yours sincerely,

Simon Jarvis

External Affairs Officer,

IC Conservative Society

PATA

response

Dear Dave,

When Paul Kapusta was allowed to

revive PATA (Positive Alternatives

to Abortion Society) it was after some

discussion. This was to the effect that

in keeping with the aims of this socie-

ty he would have to discuss alter-

natives as well as presenting the anti-

abortion case. Sadly, I have to date

seen little or no evidence of such a

discussion. Perhaps he could

enlighten us on this seemingly under-

publicised area of his activities.

Yours,

Chas Jackson

ULU Travel

Imperial College

ULU travel
Wherever you want to go...

we'll get you there!
Enquiries and Bookings a BY

European 01-581 8233

Intercontinental 01-581 1022

Unbeatable prices — unbeatable quality!

Call in and see how far you can go.

Sherfield Building

‘ Worldwide flights.

e Special fares

for students

and academics.

e Tours and

short breaks.

e Ski holidays.

e European trains.

A service of

SIA:
= >

South Africa

This week’s news section includes, in

the report of the cancelled Consoc

speaker meeting, details of an

interview with Mr Peter Goosen of

the South African Embassey. Mr

Goosen cancelled his visit to College

because of food poisoning. Much of

what he said would have formed the

basis of his talk and, as he says, he is

keen to come to College to put

forward his views. We have printed

what he said as accurately as possible.

The interview he gave FELIX was

taped by the Embassy, and Mr

Goosen asked to be shown the copy

before publication. We agreed to this;

in the event the only changes he

advised were minor ones-not

affecting the article in any way other

than to amend a couple of genuine

inaccurracies.

What we have printed is, of course,

a series of ‘‘Press Office’ statements

from the South African Government.

Personally I find nearly all of what

Mr Goosen has said condescending

and rather offensive. At the same time

I do not think it helpful to adopt a“‘no

platform policy’’ in our press

coverage of the South African

situation. I have sympathy with the

view that groups whose ideologies are

particularly extreme should be

prevented from broadcasting their

point of view, but this is not a

constructive course of action. The

South African regime is not going to

be harmed by a lack of publicity.

NUS Feature

This week’s main feature is a

condensed version of reports written

by Chris Martin and Bill Goodwin,

who attended the NUS conference

last month on behalf of the ICU

External Affairs Committee. In the

last few years there has been some

debate within the Union over whether

or not to send observers to these

conferences. I recommend that you

take time to read what they have

written. Few of us at this College

know a great deal about the workings

of the NUS. Too many of those who

fervently support one side or the other

base their opinions on third hand

information. Chris and Bill have both

reported their impressions of the

conference honestly and accurately,

and either of them will be happy to

pass on copies of their full-length

reports to anyone who is interested in

the NUS. They can both be contacted

via the FELIX Office.

Felix

EGM and JCR

Today at 12.30 pm there will be an

‘Extraordinary General Meeting’ of

ICU in the JCR where the Union’s

response to the College’s plansfor the

refectory reorganisation will

(hopefully) be decided. Despite a

series of prominent news items in

FELIX it seems that most students

are still oblivious to the controversy

which has arisen since the switch of

the JCR and the Main Dining Hall

was halted. Jackie has written at

length about the issue on page 4, and

has given a useful summary of “‘the

story so far.’”’ It may be that the

meeting will decide that the situation

as it stands is the most desirable.

Whatever the outcome it is

imperative that the Union officers

should have, and be seen to have, the

support of the student body on this

issue. If you velue your Union please

make every effort to turn up to

today’s meeting.

1 Credits

Yet again this is a much thinner issue

than I would have hoped to produce.

This week we have had only two days

to prepare FELIX since Monday and

Tuesday were taken up with a

training course on our new typesetter.

On Wednesday morning, after as

much copy as possible had been keyed

into the new machine the previous

evening, the power unit failed and we

had to revert to using the old model.

Yesterday afternoon FELIX printer

Steve Shackell had to collect a box of

plates from Kings Cross Station after

the Print Unit ran out and our regular

suppliers did not have them in stock.

In short, it’s been much the same as

usual. Particular thanks, therefore, to

Judith Hackney, Chris Martin, Chris

Edwards, “he whose name I cannot

mention’, Nigel Whitfield and Pippa

Salmon for bailing me out once again.

Thanks also to Kamala Sen, Dave

Burns, Bill Goodwin, Gail Turner,

Neil Mottram, Sundi, Liz Holford,

Alex McNeil, Richard Bleasdale, Pete

Wilson, Adrain Johnson, Jackie

Peirce, Steve Shackell and Rose

Atkins.

David Jones.

FELIX is published by the Editor for and on

behalf of Imperial College Union Publications

Board and is printed by the Imperial College

Union Print Unit, Prince Consort Road,

London, SW7 2BB (Tel 01 589 5111 ext 3515).

Editor, David Jones. Business Manager, Jane

Spiegel. Copyright FELIX 1986 ISSN 1040-

0711.
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Rag Conference 1987

From 6th-9th January, four of us from
Imperial Rag descended on

Loughborough, scene of this year’s

Rag Conference, where we collected

ideas and information on how to run

Rag more efficiently and enjoyably.

The conference consisted of sessions

during the day and social events in the

evening, and the thirty-five Rags

represented participated en-

thusiastically (sometimes over-

enthusiastically) in both. Man Tai was

made to attend the discussion on ef-

fective committee work, and Nigel

Baker, Rag Treasurer, at last

discovered how to deal with VAT (ig-

nore it!) whilst Mike Copperwhite’s

favourite sessions seemed to be those

spent in the bar...

One of many guest speakers was

Vicky Phillips, who spoke on Rag’s

relationship with the NUS, but since

Rag doesn’t have any relations with

the NUS this wasn’t a lot of use. NUS

was considered to be a political body

and the unanimous feeling was that

Rag should be apolitical, although the

subject of relations with individual

student unions provoked a more

heated discussion. We are obviously

lucky in that we clash very little with

ours.

A session on Rag Mags saw Im-

perial in the firing line for having a

mag with traditionally the sickest and

most offensive material, but a number

of delegates informed us that they still

considered our mag to be the most

original. Having read several other

Rag Mags (which seem very much

like one mag duplicated several times)

I must confess to agreeing with them,

and whilst not condoning offensive

material, it has to be remembered that

our mag is not sold on the streets as

others are. However, the point has
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been taken and more thought will go

into the content for next year’s mag.

On the second evening we were

entertained by two very impressive

professional acts — Sally Barker and

Tom McEwan — who we’re going to

try and book for IC in the near future.

Look out for them — they’re well

worth seeing. In the Rag Revue on the

last night we were given the chance

to display our astounding thespian

skills, as well as getting drenched in

the ensuing water-fight.

All in all, we learnt a great deal

from the conference and if you want

to know more about it, or simply want

to take a more active role in Rag

yourself, then come along to the next

meeting which will be advertised in

FELIX.

Emma Barrett

Met and Mat I

FELIX

Retraction;

IC Tomb

Horror

Last week’s FELIX carried a story

entitled “IC Tomb Horror”’ as one

of the back page news items. This

article was a spoof news story, and

“reported” the deaths of 3 students

in a Lexham Garden flat. Neither

the positioning nor the
presentation of the article made it

clear that it was not a genuine news

story. I had originally planned to

include this in a humour section,

and to include a photograph which

would convey instantly the tone of

the article. Because of a lack of time

in the later stages of production,

the story appeared as straight news.

I accept that on first reading it was

not absolutely clear that the article

was not serious, and I apologise if

anyone was offended by its

inclusion.

David Jones

MIEGABRA
More Groping

You may remember the argument

the infamous Groper family had a

while back about the garden at

Lurch mansion. Well, not contented

with living peaceably for a while,

they’ve come to blows again over

the orchard. After Grandma

Groper ‘croaked’ a few months

back there was much excitment over

who would get what from the old

bat’s last will and testament. But,

being the grouchy old goat that she

was, she thought she’d leave a few

argument causing clauses, since she

knew exactly what reaction they’d

prevoke. The orchard was to be

devided equally between Mr. and

Mrs. Groper and the two brats,

simple enough you’d think,

especially as the orchard is square in

shape. The problem is that there are

four apple trees and four pear trees

in the orchard arranged as shown,

Of course each member of the

family insists on having one of each

type of tree in their share. Not only

that, but they also insist that the

orchard be devided between the four

of them so that each share has

exactly the same shape, as well as the

same area!

‘Impossible’ you say? That’s what

evil Granny thought, but she was

mistaken. This week’s problem is to

stop the plates flying at Lurch

mansion by showing how the

orchard can be.devided up as

required. Answers, comments, new

problems..etc to me at the FELIX

office by 1.00pm Wednsday. £5

prize for a randomly selected

winner, as usual.

Barrel of beer - solution

Yes, you all guessed it (well most of

you anyway), the only way of

‘ solving the problem is to empty the

barrel! Horror of horrors! But the

rules don’t say where you have to to

pour the beer, and into the gullets of

the assembled crowd is perfectly

legal. Admittedly the people at the

stall weren’t exactly pleased when

we suggested this , but we promised

to pay for the barrel if we didn’t

complete the challenge. There are

several ways of doing it once you

realise that you have to empty

(drink) the barrel. Here’s one of

them. Fill up the 5-pint; fill the 3-

pint from the 5-pint and drink the

contents of the 3-pint leaving two

pints; transfer these to the 3-pint;

refill the 5-pint, giving seven pints in

all. Now the fun part, drink the rest

of the barrel! Empty the seven pints

back into the barrel; fill the 3-pint

and emtpy it into the 5-pint; fill the

3-pint from the barrel again, leaving

one pint in the barrel; fill the 5-pint

from the 3-pint leaving one pint in

the 3-pint; drink the contents of the

5-pint and, finally, fill it from the

barrel leaving one pint in each glass.

Lots of correct solutions to this

one (I gave too many hints, I

suspect) out of which Steve Porter,

Comp 2, was selected as the £5 prize

winner, well done.

Pyramid problems - solution

This did cause a lot of problems.

Even with last week’s clue Istill only

got three correct answers. The

problem of finding the pyramid’s

comparative volumes can easily be

solved if you can construct one from
the other. It happens that you can
construct a large tetrahedron from

four half-sized ones, and two half-
sized square pyramids, as shown
below.

The. two square-base pyramids

are put base to base forming the

octahedron in the centre, with the

tetrahedra forming the corners. The

large pyramid shown has twice the

dimensions of the smaller ones and

thus eight times the volume. So we

get, simply, 4T + 2P = 8T, and thus

P = 2T.

It was pointed out in several

answers that it’s also possible to

build a square based pyramid from 4

tetrahedra and 6 small, square based

pyramids, but as it’s completely

impossible to draw I’ll leave that as

a supplementary problem for the

rest of you! The winner was Simon

Hall, Physics 3, who I must say signs

his letters in the most intimate of

terms! Collect your £5 after Monday

' lunchtime, please.


