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More Money For

Imperial

A new venture is being set-up to
market the results of research
carried out at Imperial. The move is
expected to provide a major
financial contribution to research at
the College.

Investors In Industry plc and
Research Corporation Ltd will join*
.with the College to set up a research
development company called
IMPEL (Imperial Exploitation
Ltd). IMPEL will survey the
research at Imperial for commercial
potential when it is set up in
December. It will also compile a
register of academics who wish to
act as specialist consultants and will
encourage industry to use the

College’s research facilities.

Imperial currently earns £20m
each year from research work and
IMPEL 'will encourage more
commercial applications by seeking
out inventions and advising
researchers on patents, selling
licences and' setting up new
companies. “I will be disappointed
if in three years we haven’t doubled
our £20m” said Dr. David Thomas,
Director of Industrial Liason. The
investors are expected to receive
60% of the profits on their ideas,
their departments taking 20% and
College 20%, although this is
currently under review.

Union Plans
For Parties

Three working parties are being set
up to look at medium term planning
for IC Union. The scheme was put
forward by UGM and Council
Chairman Hugh Southey when the
Union Planning Group met for the
first time this year on Monday. Mr.
Southey suggested that there be
small working parties to look at
trading, building and general
organisation within the Union.

Sabbatical officers Christine Taig
and Jackie Peirce told the meeting
that the workload on the sabbaticals
and permanent staff in the Union
Office had been greatly increased
since the take over of the Snack Bar
and the Union Bar. The staffing
structure of the Union deserved
closer attention, it was explained.

Mr. Southey’s proposals were
received with general agreement by
the meeting, and members of each
working party chosen from amongst
the 12 students present at the
meeting. Pete Hartley, Pete Higgs
and Hugh Southey were chosen as
chairmen of the working parties for
Trading, Building, and Organi-
sation respectively. Anyone
interested in any of the above
sections should contact the relevant
Chairman.

No Penalties
From UGC

University maths and physics
departments that lower entrance
standards will not be penalised by
the University Grants Committee.

Sir Peter Swinnerton-Dyer,
chairman of the UGC, confirmed
this when asked to comment on a
consultative document from the
Department of Education and
Science on Teacher Supply. He
assured university departments that
they will not lose money by
dropping admission standards for
students who intend to become
teachers.

This move comes in the face of
increasing difficulty in recruiting
teachers in these subjects.

On Monday this week, the
Committee of Vice Chancellors and
Principals (CVCP), organised a one-
day event at the Royal Institution to
display ideas. for meeting the
shortage of teachers in maths,
physics and technology.

The CVCP joined with the
principals of polytechnics and
colleges to put on the event, which
proposed ideas for helping schools
cope with the shortage now, and
making the subjects more
interesting so that the supply of
students and graduates is increased
in the future.

Key Thieves
Raid Linstead

College Security Officer Geoffrey
Reeves is appealing for information
on the series of burglaries in
Linstead Hall, following the theft

last Thursday of £2,000 of
photographic and music equipment.
Mr. Reeves is certain that the thefts
are connected with the dis-
appearance, only a year ago, of a
master key for Linstead Hall. This
key went missing during the
Summer period, when the Hall was
being used to accommodate guests
staying with the Summer
Accommodation Scheme. Since
then there have been several
incidents where rooms have been
burgled and then left locked.

The items stolen on Thursday
included three cameras, two Sony
walkmans and a compact disc
player. Mr. Reeves told FELIX that
the thieves had to have a thorough
knowledge of Linstead Hall, and are
almost certainly present or former
students or staff of:the College.
Security are particularly keen to
speak to two men who were seen
leaving Linstead Hall at the time
carrying a blue holdall. One of the
men is described as 6 feet 2 inches
tall, of Indian appearance, with very
dark straggly hair, but “lacking a
beard and moustache”. He was
carrying a carrier bag with a thick
yellow stripe. The other man was
about 5 feet 10 inches tall. Anyone
who saw these men should contact
Security immediately, in confidence
if necessary.

Mr. Reeves said that there® had
been at least three ‘‘sets of
incidents” since the disappearance
of the Linstead master key, and in
each case a number of bedrooms
have been entered. He is confident
that the crimes can be attributed to
the disappearance of this specific
key, since it is the only master which
also covers the Linstead extension
to have gone missing. He explained
that the master key in question had
almost certainly been stolen, rather
than simply gone missing, since it
had been removed from a
housekeeper’s bunch in a locked
cabinet.

Reeves
Attacks Rag
Stunts Outside
College
Campus

Chief Security Officer Geoffrey
Reeves is worried that there may be
““a serious accident” as a result of
Hit Squad type Rag Stunts which
take place outside the College
campus. Mr. Reeves’ warning was
made after the incident last week
when three students wer flagged
down and 'held at gunpoint after
loading a car with toy guns outside
the Iragi Embassy. Mr Reeves said
that because South Kensington was
a sensitive area, “anyone with any
kind of gun was going to be
suspicious’’. This applied
particularly in the vicinity of
embassies of countries such as Iraq
where specific threats had been
made by terrorists.

Mr Reeves is hoping that there
will be an arrangement that no
stunts which involve carrying guns,
wearing balaclavas or blackening
faces, will take place outside the
College campus.
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No Fairy
Godmothers
Here

Dear David,

In your last issue (FELIX 754,
Friday November 14th) there were
misleading reports and comment on
supposed College policies
concerning student numbers and
residence.

The College has not been asked to
increase its home student numbers
by 10%, but last year and this the
target for home undergraduates was
not achieved by about that
percentage. Policy is, therefore, to
get back on course as defined in the
College Plan.

In 1977/78 there were 4,470 full-
time students. The provisional
count for this year is 4,890. There
were 1,342 student places in College
managed residences in 1977/78.
There are 1,840 this year. Residence
places have therefore more than
kept pace with the increase in

“student numbers over the past
decade. 1982/83 was the best year
for residence places. There were
2,064. It has not been easy to obtain
so many head tenancies since then,
but we have greatly increased
company lets which facilitate
private sector renting. If what your
predecessors wrote about some of
our head tenancies is to be believed

that is just as well. We also had a
better supply of short life property a
few years ago. Because of difficulties
in clearing some students out when
re-development was possible,
owners have become much more
wary of student occupation. The
College has, in respnse, made an
effort to increase the availability of
family flats because short life
property was primarily of interest to
married students. We have 28 now
and another 7 under construction.

The hall proposed for over the
swimming pool is not the College’s
solution to the problem. There is no
single solution. There need to be
many. A hall on land we own for
around 175 will help but known
demand would absorb another
1,000 places. There are two major
constraints in obtaining more
places. Past surveys (and there have
been many) and advice from ICU
and SRC have indicated that
students will not be prepared to live
more than a mile or two away
(Hamlet Gardens has been quoted
as too far) and the argument has
always been that rents should be

- kept well below those in the private

sector. There are no public funds for
student residence and fairy
godmothers are thin on the ground
in Knightsbridge. You cannot loan
finance residence places in the
neighbourhood of the College on
rents of £30 per week for 38 weeks of
the year. Accept rentals of £40 and a
5 mile cycle ride and we can be in
business.

Yours sincerely

John Smith

College Secretary

Double
Principles

Dear Sir

I would like to make a point
concerning the letter by John
Martin in last week’s FEIIX (755).
He states: ‘It is, in my opinion,
cowardly and dishonest to
distribute leaflets with no name on’,
concerning the Anti-Nuclear Power
leaflets that were handed out at the
Careers Fair. May I remind him that
at the last UGM, at which Mr
Martin opposed the Barclays Bank
motion, leaflets were handed out
with Barclays Bank propaganda,
but with no name of an IC society.
Has Mr Martin got double
principles? At the previous UGM,
there were leaflets handed out with
the name of an IC society that
doesn’t exist yet. (IC Anti NUS, a
ConSoc by-product).

May I also say that I find it ironic
that Barclays Bank are to sell off
their South African subsidiary,
Barclays National. It was said at the
start of IC Anti-Apartheid’s motion
against Barclays Bank that Barclays
would take no notice of IC Union.
With the result of the UGM vote,
Barclays already having privately
decided to pull out of South Africa,
the critics of the motion were
correct.

Yours faithfully

Adrain Grainger

Chair I.C. Socialist Society

| Gay

Terror

Dear Editor

I was astounded to read in
FELIX today (Nov 21) a letter by
Jonathan Davies commenting on a
supposed inference in Christine
Taig’s lettet (of the previous week)
that John Martin was homosexual.
Re-reading the letter by Christine
Taig, I really could not see how he
got this impression. As Christine
said in her defence, all she was
saying was that John Martin had
probably never been harassed for
being gay. Whether or not he is is
irrelevant. People can be accused of
things which aren’t true with
damaging consequences. (Jeffery
Archer?)

A more important issue of this
exchange is that it points out very
clearly the terror induced in IC
males at the slightest insinuations
that they might be homosexual. This
amounts to a major repression of
freedom for those people at IC who
feel they are gay—but also feel that
they would be socially unacceptable
if they ‘““‘came out”. As an example,a
friend of mine who was gay felt he
had to drop out of college in order to
‘come out’.

Derek Hill

IC Physics IIT

Free Chips

Dear FELIX,

Tm writing to congratulate
everyone on their efforts in Rag
Week—it was a good success this
year desite a bumpy start. Nearly all
the events raised more money than
last year and when all the monies
have been collected, Rag Week itself
‘will have raised just over £7,000 for
our charities. Well done!

Of course, the success of Rag
week lies mainly on the people, but
the hard work of all the ‘backstage’
workers did’nt go unnoticed. Please
could you convey my thanks to the
Rag Publicity Team; Mike
Condon(!), Abraham, Mike
Copperwhite, Robin, Simon and
Robert for their amazing
enthusiasm; the Rag Committee;
Rachel, Nigel, Judith, Bridget and
Simion and everyone who helped in
Guilds, RCS and Mines; the Rag
Reporter Emma (the guinea
pig—did you spot her at the beer
festival?); my own helpers Aiden,
Benjamin, Mike and Kal and lastly
everyone I've managed to miss out.
You were all great and if you’re ever
in Liverpool, you can have some
free chips frm my dad’s chippy.

Thank you to youalso FELIX for
putting up with me in your office
and surviving my barricade of jokes
day after day.

Man Tai Tseung

Rag Chairman

No
Victory

Dear David

I believe that I put the view of the
majority of Imperial College
students when I express my
disappointment that Barclays is to
pull out of South Africa. I have
heard it said that this sell off is a
victory for the ‘Anti-Apartheid’
movement; that it may be, but it is
certainly no victory against
Apartheid.

I hope that Barclays National
under its new name and ownership
will continue to actively oppose the
Apartheid system as it and many
other British companies have done
for years.

Yours sincerely

Simon Jarvis

Mech Eng 3

Rip Off

Dear Ed,

I am a resident of Hamlet
Gardens, living in a flat that costs
£175 per week. Beneath me, in an
identical flat, the occupants are
asked to pay £45 a week less. The
only difference between them and us
is that their flatis not rented through
Imperial’s wonderful Student
Services, who quite obviously are
knowingly ripping off a very large
number of the College’s students.
Across the passage from my flatis a
woman who pays £90 A MONTH.
I, and a good number of other
people, would like to know how the
College can get away with this
extortion. As if the costs of living
aren’t high enough without this
official blackmail.

Also , what has happened to the
so-called security improvements.
Admittedly locks have been put on
the main entrances to the flats, but
we are not allowed to lock them
until entry-phones are installed and

God only knows when that will
happen. We were given keys for
these locks, which were
subsequently recalled when it was
realised that our front door keys
would open these locks, all of them
that is. In fact the key I was given for
these new locks, which was identical
to all the others given out, opened
my flat’s front door. If this is
improved security, then the College
can stick it where it belongs.

Steven Mercer

Physics 2

Thank
You
Cliff

Sir,

May I take this opportunity to
thank Cliff Spooner of the Sports
Centre for his help and enthusiasm
in renovating the Fives’ courts.

Yours faithfully,

David Nicolson

Hon. Sec. Fives







