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DOC Squeeze
Research students in the Computing Department are

being forced to work in cramped conditions because of the

shortage of space in the Huxley Building. A lack of

finance from the University Grants Commission has

meant that there is also a shortage of cupboards, tables,

chairs and computer terminals.

In the past two years the number

of Research Students taken up by

the department annually has risen

from 5 to 23. This has meant that

offices originally intended for five

students are now being occupied by

nine, and some of the students are

having to share offices with

members of staff. A 25% increase in

the number of undergraduate

admissions over the next four years

is likely to cause further congestion

in lecture theatres.

The department hopes that these

problems will be eased by the

completion of a new computing

building which will re-house a

number of offices from Huxley by

1988. As reported in FELIX earlier

this year the building,which has

been financed jointly by the UGC

and the College, will be positioned

next to the Sherfield. It is

anticipated that further space will be

made available by the relocation of

the Holland Club. The use of this

space for lecture theatres is still

under discussion.

A spokesman in computing said

that “‘about forty to sixty” new

terminals would be bought at the

end of this year, at a cost of two-

thirds of a million pounds, in order

to reduce the current shortage. The

lack of furniture is also being

tackled by a number of

Computings’ technical staff who are

busy constructing desks and chairs

inbetween their other duties.

Last Saturday 250 Imperial College

students tiddlywinked down Oxford

Street and Regent Street for Rag. The

event raised about £3,500 in one and

a half hours, which is over £600 more

than last year. The traditional ‘Ring-

o-Roses’ around Eros was performed

for the first time since the statue was

replaced. The event was described as

a great success and a magnum of

champagne will be presented to the

person who has collected the most

money. Participants are reminded to

return their cans to their CCU office

as soon as possible.
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Pay As You Enter
The Natural History and Geological of new exhibits because the

Museums will introduce compulsory Government Grant has not kept

admission charges from the first of pace. “The exhibits in the Geology

April. The move follows the Victoria Museum are fifty years out of date”, .

and Albert Museums’ decision to he explained.

implement voluntary charges last A confidential report prepared for

November. the Museum Trustees estimates that

Two schemes are currently under the number of visitors will drop by

examination. The first involves 40% as a result of the moves. ihe

charging adults £1.50 and children report concludes that, unless

75p for entrance, even though this measures are taken, the deficit in

contradicts the museums policy of museums’ funds “will increase to:

adraitting children and students free , £2.689m by 1990’. Raising money by -

ot charge. A second scheme allows sponsorship, staff reductions and

for free admission for children, buta better marketing of museum

charge of £2.00 for adults. A publications and facilities are also
proposal to introduce a passport- suggested in the report.

style ticket containing advertisments Representatives from the Civil

and games, in a _ self-confessed Servants’ Trades Union and

attempt to camouflage the charges,is Imperial’s ASTMS union will be

also under consideration. organising a demonstration outside

Mr. Roy Saunders, Secretary of the museum between 8.30 and 10

the Natural History Museum, a.m. on Thursday 16th, when the

explained that the charges were matter is to be discussed by the

necessary to make up for the effects Museum Trustees.

of inflation, and for the development
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Calling All

Women

Scientists

Dear Female Scientist/Engineer,

Let me introduce myself, my name

is Jane Cannon, and I am the

President of the University of

London Union; I am also an

engineering graduate. I would like to

extend an invitation to you to come

to the first ULU Women Scientists

and Engineers meeting at 6.30 on

Tuesday 14 October at ULU.

The reasons for having such

meetings are two-fold. Firstly they

will serve as a social gathering - some

of you may find that you are the only

female in a class full of males and it

can be difficult to get to know people

under such circumstances, we hope

to put you in touch with many other

people in the same situation.

The second reason for the meeting

is to put together a group of you who

would like to travel around the

country to schools and careers

conventions to encourage more girls

to follow in your footsteps and study

science and engineering.

Please try and come to the meeting

whether you are a first year, a post

graduate, or anywhere in between,

and let me know in advance my

telephone (01-580 9551). Depending

on the numbers, we may be able to

provide some free refreshment!.

Hope to meet you soon,

Jane Cannon,

President, ULU.

SO, AFTER A BRIEF

OUR INTREPIO RAT

FACES THE RIGOURS

OF His FIRST INTERVIEW.

AT PRINELIA COLLAGE ,THAT
TRAINING GROUND FOR CAPTAINS

1 OF INOUSTRY...

WELL, MIL RAT, THAT'S THE

ACADEMIA oven WITH, Let's
Nie t

TALK ABOUT YOU , Now, StALL We?
)

BUT INTENSIVE SCHOOLING,

Rector

Sets The

Record

Straight
Dear Sir,

I have only just caught up with

Mr Neil Sykes’ complaint (‘Life in a

Northern Town’), in your issue of 3

October. I do not believe that

anyone who was present on the

occasion when I addressed the first

year students, could possibly have

so misunderstood my message. This

was a plea for making the most of

what London has to offer, during

the years of study. I pointed out that

London is the theatre and music

capital of the world, that we are

surrounded by some of the most

celebrated museums in Europe; that

it would be a dreadful shame to

forego all that and then find

oneself—and here the offending

words—in some place remote from

such, quite unique opportunities.

Now I do not read speeches.

There will, as a result, be an

occasional loss of syntax, some

infelicitous phrases which could

readily be banished from a printed

page. I believe this to be price worth

paying, to avoid the deadening

effect of a message read.

Let me assure Mr Sykes that Iam

well aware of the fact that neither

industry nor culture stop North of

Watford; that I have laboured in

industry—in factories as well as

laboratories. It is my earnest hope

that the experience of studying at

Imperial College will benefit the

whole country—that, in particular,

many of our graduates will do their

bit to revitalise the regions that are

in greatest need. It would be a crying

shame if all Yorkshiremen were to

get stuck in London.

Yours faithfully,

Eric A Ash

Rector
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Felix
Hissing at the NUS

A few people have told me that

they thought Tuesday’s UGM went

quite well. In that it wasn’t bogged

down by numbingly tedious

procedural discussion, and that one

moderately useful motion was

passed, I concede they are right.

This was, however, the first UGM

of the year and the turnout cannot

have been more than 150; frankly a

pathetic response. The change of

date, and the bloody-mindedness of

Indsoc, may be partly responsible

for this, but few people will be

encouraged to attend again after

Tuesday’s showing.

It is naive of me, I am sure, to

expect the highest body in the Union

to take an interest in serious debate

of any issue. It is a symptom of the

famous ‘apolitical’ stance of ICU at

present. Party political wrangles are

perhaps undesirable, but without the

politically orientated groups at

College I doubt if any serious

discussion would ever occur. For the

most part we are treated, to moronic

Monopoly Rag

CCU offices Saturday

October 18th at 9.30am.

Concert at

Hammersmith Town

Hall with Tri-60 and

Blue Blue Ice, disco and

bar afterwards free to

Monopoly participants.

Tickets 50p each from

Union Office to others in

advance only.
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arguments over soft toilet paper, and

burdened with a group of mindless

individuals in the back row

practically hissing whenever the

NUS is mentioned. The overall

philosophy seems to be one of

something less than nihilism.

Any student Union has a voice

which it ought to make sure is heard.

I applaud the efforts of ICU Exec to

attract students to meetings, but the

problem is more than timetable

clash. I cannot offer any instant

remedy; it is a question of winning

back the interest of the student body

by treating UGM’s with a degree of

reverence.

An Apology

2.00pm Thursday, and it looks as

if this issue may never come out. If it

appears at all, I imagine the

circulation will be severely limited,

as was last week’s. I regret we have

been hindered by a series of

frustrating technical problems and I

do not think that the Print Unit will

be running smoothly for another two

weeks. I will go to extreme lengths to

try to ensure that a full issue of

FELIX appears on time but there is

currently little more I can do. I

apologise for providing an inferior

service.

Credits

Love and kisses Bill, Judith,

Chris, Chris, Pippa, Kamala,

Nigel, Mark, David, Andy , Pete,

Richard, Liz, Simon, Sunny, D

Ong, Jane, Aaron, Pete the Print

and Rosemary.

David Jones

FELIX is published by the Editor for and on

behalf of Imperial College Union Publications

Board and is printed by the Imperial College

Union Print Unit, Prince Consort Road,

London, SW7 2BB (Tel 01 589 5111 ext 3515).

Editor, David Jones. Business Manager, Jane

Spiegel. Copyright FELIX 1986 ISSN 1040-
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UGM
Sketch

John Ransom’

Dave Colley: ‘Bring me the legs of

The UGM season kicked off to an

acrimonious start on Tuesday.

Billed as the time to “decide your

union’s future’ it rapidly

degenerated to “decide the colour

of your toilet paper.” Villains of

the piece were the notorious

Industrial Society, who had lured

most of the population of IC over

to the Union Dining Hall with

offers of free food and drink and

the proposition: ““Do you want to

see my fractionating column, little

boy?’ However, this did leave the

opportunity for a lot of self-

congratulation on the part of those

who had made it to the UGM.

Adopting a stance which indicated

his terrible digestive problems,

Chairman Hugh Southey proudly

declared that IndSoc were “a

bunch of bastards.”

Meanwhile in the wings, Chris

Martin and Mark Cottle stood

holding microphones, doing their

best to show that they were there

for a purpose — unaware that they

had a couple of duds on their

hands. The circus moved firstly

onto Christine’s report: she kept on

declaring with delicacy and

aplomb: “This microphone’s really

buggered.”

Gareth Fish, expert on the

myriad variations in the art of

calling ‘quorum’ and exponent of

constitutional niceties that most

people would prefer to forget

about, decided that an interjection

would be quite timely. With the

scope of human experience and

union structure to draw upon, he

came up with: “Do you think it is

right to re-introduce hard toilet

instead of soft paper, in clear

breach of Council policy?”

Christine, however, had done

her homework beforehand and

simply retorted: “Since that

decision was made three years ago,

and has not been brought before

Council since it has now lapsed

under the three year rule.”

The three year rule is simply a

piece of legislature that makes sure

union policy is reviewed every once

in a while, to avoid situations

found in English law where it is still

possible to be arrested for spitting

out of asecond storey window after

6 o’clock under an edict made in

1643.

It was then pointed out that the

three year rule had also probably

lapsed since that hadn’t come up

either last year. Christine replied

that that she was pretty sure it “was

a bye-law anyway” which did

manage to avoid plunging the

meeting into relativistic policy

wrangling over whether a rule

which had lapsed could overrule

another one which had also lapsed

at the same time. Before any

questions about the design of the

soap dispensers could be raised

Christine’s report was accepted

and the meeting moved on.

Jackie’s report was largely

uneventful, apart from a very

touching handover from Hugh.

Dave Colley started to rant about

clubs who had used dayglo posters

without his permission which then

started an argument between him

and Hugh Stiles about who’s

publicity rules were more up-to-

date.

He then proceeded to threaten to

“have John Ranson’s legs” for

pretending that Anti-NUS Soc was

a recognised IC society whilst using

the photocopier in the Union

Office.

Staying with the Hon Sec for the

elections, Adrian Johnson seemed

to be so keen about attending

“boring GUC meetings” that he

became GUC Delegate, whilst an

unsuspecting Mark Cottle was

proposed for Ordinary Member of

House Committee since he

happened to be standing around

holding a microphone at the time.

With that over, the guest

speaker, ULU President Jane

Cannon explained that there really

was student life on the other side of

Hyde Park.

Finally the motions again caused

the most procedural hassle. An

emergency motion was taken first

on whether to fine clubs who

organised events which clashed

with UGMs—three guesses why

this one came up. Although it was

passed in essence, it didn’t get

through unscathed. The first

amendment, from Andy Vickers,

was to withdraw the section on

fining clubs who transgressed the

ruling, this was then the subject of

the second amendment as Gren

Manuel tried to put it back in

again. People weren’t too keen on

voting back in something that had

just been rei :oved, and the motion

remained without the fines clause.

As it became the victim of yet

another procedural motion to

move straight to a vote, Gareth

again piped up to say that there

ought to be a summing up speech

first. Hugh’s reply was short, polite

and to the point:

“Bollocks.”

Which was followed rapidly by

an apology as he remembered that

there was supposed to be a

summing up speech. With that out

of the way, the final motion was left

to be contested. That hoary old

chestnut, the Barclays Motion once

again resurfaced, and once again

John Ranson called quorum.

Later, in the Union Office Hugh

was heard to utter his favourite

anatomical word as he discovered

that his interpretation was right

after all: which only goes to show

that procedural motions can

seriously damage your credibility.

CHRIS EDWARDS

Twice the size —

Twice the service

Call into the new ULU Travel

office and see how far

you can go this winter

¢ Special fares for students

and academics.

¢ Worldwide scheduled

flights on quality airlines.

¢ Ski holidays.

e Winter breaks around

Europe.

e ISIC cards, ISIS

insurance, Group rates.

Winter Warmers include — daily

flights to New York £222 rtn.

Read all about it in your free copy

of HOT NEWS

Enquiries and Bookings = BY

European 01-581 8233

Intercontinental 01-581 1022

ULU travel
Imperial College

Sherfield Building

| A service of |service| A service of |

STA:
The Worldbeaters
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The world's greatest student travel organisation — getting bigger all the time!


