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Research students in the Computing Department are
being forced to work in cramped conditions because of the
shortage of space in the Huxley Building. A lack of
finance from the University Grants Commission has
meant that there is also a shortage of cupboards, tables,
chairs and computer terminals.

In the past two years the nimber
of Research Students taken up by
the department annually has risen
from 5 to 23. This has meant that
offices originally intended for five
students are now being occupied by
nine, and some of the students are
having to share offices with
members of staff. A 25% increase in
the number of undergraduate
admissions over the next four years
is likely to cause further congestion
in lecture theatres.

The department hopes that these
problems will be eased by the
completion of a new computing
building which will re-house a
number of offices from Huxley by
1988. As reported in FELIX earlier
this year the building,which has

been financed jointly by the UGC
and the College, will be positioned
next to the Sherfield. It is
anticipated that further space will be
made available by the relocation of
the Holland Club. The use of this
space for lecture theatres is still
under discussion.

A spokesman in computing said
that “about forty to sixty” new
terminals would be bought at the
end of this year, at a cost of two-
thirds of a million pounds, in order
to reduce the current shortage. The
lack of furniture is also being
tackled by a number of
Computings’ technical staff who are
busy constructing desks and chairs
inbetween their other duties.

Last Saturday 250 Imperial College
students tiddlywinked down Oxford
Street and Regent Street for Rag. The
event raised about £3,500 in one and
a half hours, which is over £600 more
than last year. The traditional ‘Ring-
o-Roses’ around Eros was performed
for the first time since the statue was

replaced. The event was described as
a great success and a magnum of
champagne will be presented to the
person who has collected the most
money. Participants are reminded to
return their cans to their CCU office
as soon as possible.
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Pay As You Enter

The Natural History and Geological
Museums will introduce compulsory
admission charges from the first of
April. The move follows the Victoria
and Albert Museums’ decision to
implement voluntary charges last
November.

Two schemes are currently under
examination. The first involves
charging adults £1.50 and children
75p for entrance, even though this
contradicts the museums policy of
adritting children and students free
ot charge. A second scheme allows
for free admission for children, but a
charge of £2.00 for adults. A
proposal to introduce a passport-
style ticket containing advertisments
and games, in a self-confessed
attempt to camouflage the charges, is
also under consideration.

Mr. Roy Saunders, Secretary of
the Natural History Museum,
explained that the charges were
necessary to make up for the effects
of inflation, and for the development

of new exhibits because the
Government Grant has not kept
pace. “The exhibits in the Geology
Museum are fifty years out of date ”
he explained.

A confidential report prepared for
the Museum Trustees estimates that
the number of visitors will drop by
40% as a result of the moves. ihe
report concludes that, unless
measures are taken, the deficit in
museums’ funds “will increase to -

,£2.689m by 1990 Raising money by -

sponsorship, staff reductions and
better marketing ‘of museum
publications and facilities are also
suggested in the report.
Representatives from the Civil
Servants’ Trades Union and
Imperial’s ASTMS union will be
organising a demonstration outside

'the museum between 8.30 and 10

a.m. on Thursday 16th, when the
matter is to be discussed by the
Museum Trustees.
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Calling All
Women
Scientists

Dear Female Scientist/Engineer,

Let me introduce myself, my name
is Jane Cannon, and I am the
President of the University of
London Union; I am also an
engineering graduate. I would like to
extend an invitation to you to come
to the first ULU Women Scientists
and Engineers meeting at 6.30 on
Tuesday 14 October at ULU.

The reasons for having such
meetings are two-fold. Firstly they
will serve as a social gathering - some
of you may find that you are the only
female in a class full of males and it
can be difficult to get to know people
under such circumstances, we hope
to put you in touch with many other
people in the same situation.

The second reason for the meeting
is to put together a group of you who
would like to travel around the
country to schools and careers
conventions to encourage more girls
to follow in your footsteps and study
science and engineering.

Please try and come to the meeting
whether you are a first year, a post
graduate, or anywhere in between,
and let me know in advance my
telephone (01-580 9551). Depending
on the numbers, we may be able to
provide some free refreshment!.

Hope to meet you soon,

Jane Cannon,

President, ULU.

TALES.
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Rector
Sets The
Record
Straight

Dear Sir,

I have only just caught up with
Mr Neil Sykes’ complaint (‘Life in a
Northern Town’), in your issue of 3
October. I do not believe that
anyone who was present on the
occasion when I addressed the first
year students, could possibly have
so misunderstood my message. This
was a plea for making the most of
what London has to offer, during
the years of study. I pointed out that
London is the theatre and music
capital of the world, that we are
surrounded by some of the most
celebrated museums in Europe; that
it would be a dreadful shame to
forego all that and then find
oneself—and here the offending
words—in some place remote from
such, quite unique opportunities.

Now I do not read speeches.
There will, as a result, be an
occasional loss of syntax, some
infelicitous phrases which could
readily be banished from a printed
page. I believe this to be price worth
paying, to avoid the deadening
effect of a message read.

Let me assure Mr Sykes that I am
well aware of the fact that neither
industry nor culture stop North of
Watford; that I have laboured in
industry—in factories as well as
laboratories. It is my earnest hope
that the experience of studying at
Imperial College will benefit the
whole country—that, in particular,
many of our graduates will do their
bit to revitalise the regions that are
in greatest need. It would be a crying
shame if all Yorkshiremen were to
get stuck in London.

Yours faithfully,

Eric A Ash

Rector
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Hissing at the NUS

A few people have told me that
they thought Tuesday’s UGM went
quite well. In that it wasn’t bogged
down by numbingly tedious
procedural discussion, and that one
moderately useful motion was
passed, I concede they are right.

This was, however, the first UGM
of the year and the turnout cannot
have been more than 150; frankly a
pathetic response. The change of
date, and the bloody-mindedness of
Indsoc, may be partly responsible
for this, but few people will be
encouraged to attend again after
Tuesday’s showing.

It is naive of me, I am sure, to
expect the highest body in the Union
to take an interest in serious debate
of any issue. It is a symptom of the
famous ‘apolitical’ stance of ICU at
present. Party political wrangles are
perhaps undesirable, but without the
politically orientated groups at
College I doubt if any serious
discussion would ever occur. For the
most part we are treated, to moronic

Monopoly Rag
CCU offices Saturday
October 18th at 9.30am.
Concert at
Hammersmith Town
Hall with Tri-60 and
Blue Blue Ice, disco and
bar afterwards free to
Monopoly participants.
Tickets S0p each from
Union Office to others in
advance only.
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arguments over soft toilet paper, and
burdened with a group of mindless
individuals in the back row
practically hissing whenever the
NUS is mentioned. The overall
philosophy seems to be one of
something less than nihilism.

Any student Union has a voice
which it ought to make sure is heard.
I applaud the efforts of ICU Exec to
attract students to meetings, but the
problem is more than timetable
clash. I cannot offer any instant
remedy; it is a question of winning
back the interest of the student body
by treating UGM’s with a degree of
reverence.

An Apology

2.00pm Thursday, and it looks as
if this issue may never come out. If it
appears at all, I imagine the
circulation will be severely limited,
as was last week’s. I regret we have
been hindered by a series of
frustrating technical problems and I
do not think that the Print Unit will
be running smoothly for another two
weeks. I will go to extreme lengths to
try to ensure that a full issue of
FELIX appears on time but there is
currently little more I can do. I
apologise for providing an inferior
service.

Credits
Love and kisses Bill, Judith,
Chris, Chris, Pippa, Kamala,
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Ong, Jane, Aaron, Pete the Print
and Rosemary.

David Jones
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