
Rents in College halls and

houses for the 1986/87 session

are to go up by an average of

5.35%, compared with a rise of

only 2% in student grants. The

increase was decided at the

Student Residence Committee

(SRC) on Wednesday, and was

-not opposed by Union

representatives at the meeting.

The rise also brings a

restructuring in the relative

prices of halls and houses. The

more popular halls in Princes

Gardens receive large increases

of upto £5 per week, whilst

houses have in certain cases

been reduced. Bernard Sunley

and Mining Houses are to

receive rent cuts of between £1

and £2 per week, however the

upgraded houses like Willis

Jackson and Holbein receive

small increases.

The committee report claimed

that even the highest rent of

£32.66 is lower than the average

private sector rent paid by IC

Rents Up 5.35%
students of £35 per week from

data supplied by Student

Services.

Weeks and Linstead Halls are

to become the most expensive

accommodation with single

rooms costing £32.66 and

£31.61 respectively, increased

from £27.30. However a triple in

Mining House goes from £13.65

to £11.59.

arl Must Wait

ICU President Carl Burgess will

have to wait until the end of

term before Council decides if

he is to be awarded a Union

General Award (UGA).

Monday’s meeting of Council

ended controversially when

quorum was successfully

challenged during the

discussion of the award.

The UGA is the highest award

which the Union.can give and is

normally awarded by the

retiring President to students

who have made an outstanding

contribution to the Union

during their time at College.

ICU Council decide whether an

award should be made to the

President but there were

insufficent officers present to

continue the discussion after

some members of Council had

questioned whether the award

should be made. The decision

will now be postponed until

joint Council on Monday June

16.

Earlier Council had voted to

award final colours to External

Affairs Officer Grenville Manuel

and Welfare Officer Pete

Wilson. The Social Colours

Committee had originally not

reccommended either for an

award.

10% Cut For IC
A cut in Government funding of

10% over the. next five years is

expected by the Rector,

equivalent to the loss of 50

academic staff unless

alternative funding can be

found. This assumes that the

College will do no better than

average in the present round of

cuts now being planned by the

University Grants Committee

(UGC).

The Rector, Professor Ash,

made this prediction whilst

addressing the AGM of the

Academic Staff Assembly, the

body of academic staff at IC, on

Wednesday. About 120 lecturers

heard the Rector speak and

answer questions for about 45

minutes.

The Government has told the

UGC to cut the universities by

2% per annum for five years in

real terms. The UGC is

presently assessing how to

distribute this cut amongst the

universities, and it is expected

to hit some institutions harder

than others. The two criteria

being used are the quality of

research and the staff/student

ratio at each institution, with the

latter having twice the

weighting of the former. Whilst

IC scores well on the first

criteria, research, it suffers from

having a staff:student ratio of

Prof Ash: worried about cuts

only 1:8, compared with 1:10

average nationally. It seems

likely therefore that the College

cannot expect to do better than

average according to the

Rector. The special treatment

the college received in the past

will not, he believes, continue.

The only consolation is that the

damage to IC is expected to be

‘containable’.

What this means in practice,

said the Rector, is that the

College must fund about 50

lectureships-from industry if it is

to avoid losing posts. The

alternative would be to allow for

natural wastage to cut 10% off

the number of staff, which

would happen in an unplanned

way, and result in a static,

demoralised staff. He thought

that industry would find it more

financially attractive to pay fora

lecturer post than to employ

someone directly, and that it

was possible for the necessary

number of posts to be funded

over tle five year period.

Earlier in his speech the

Rector described recruitment of

.Students as IC’s biggest

problem. Whereas the College

had not had to worry in the past

it was now under pressure

because of the fall in the

number of 18 year olds and

increasing competition from

other universities. The College

has only recruited 900 home

students this year against a

target of 1000. The UGC would

penalise cansistent shortfalls

financially, he thought, making

it essential to meet the target.

Departments should put more

effort into attracting students,

for example by producing

glossy brochures, he said.

The numbers of overseas

students are now back to the

level when full-cost fees
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my cEditori a |

I’m fed up. I’m more fed up

than I’ve been since | took

over as FELIX Editor. I’ve

spent most of this week

reading the annual reports

of the Union officers. I’ve

never read such a load of

rubbish. Try and read the 9

pages of reports included

in this week’s FELIX. In

these reports almost every

officer attempts to bitch

about the people they don’t

like and praise their friends.

There are some which are

extremely unpleasant

persgnal attacks on people

who've put a lot of time

into the Union. Perhaps

people should remember

their own faults before they

start attacking other

people. This year has been

a poor one for the Union.

People should be trying to

find out what went wrong.

They shouldn't be

attempting to put the blame

on others. | wish certain

Union Officers would grow

up and stop acting like

spoilt children

FELIX has been attacked

by Union President Carl

Burgess. He accuses me of

filling FELIX with ‘esoteric

and incomprehensible

articles’ and ignoring the

ordinary student. He has

accused me of factual

inaccuracies. (Read the

section of the report on

FELIX, it’s on page 2 of the

reports under Pub Board).

If the report is passed by

the AGM | will have to

consider my position and

may well resign.

You've read FELIX this

year. | think its reported

facts and reflected your

interests fully. You’ve read

FELIX so you know if I’m

right or wrong. If you want

to defend FELIX’s right to

criticise the Union come to

the UGM and oppose Carl’s

report before the end of

term. If you agree with Carl

and think FELIX has been a

waste of money this year

come and support the

report so that | resign and

save the Union some

money.

Hall Rents

The College has decided to

raise rents in halls and

houses by an average of

5.35%. The undergraduate

grant next year will be 2%

higher than the grant this

year. This means that

students living in hall will

yet again have less to

spend in real terms on

food, books etc then they

had the year before. The

Government is making life

difficult-for students . There

is no need for the college

to help them. When the

Conservative government

came to power, it was still

true that most people could

Now you generally need

parental support. The class

of 86 are being supported

by their middle class

parents. Imperial is trying

to attract the best students

by offering the best

courses. There’s no point

having the best courses in

the country if there’s

nowhere for your students

to live. The most alarming

thing is the fact that the

Union didn’t oppose these

price increases.

Credits

Normally | use this section

of FELIX to thank the

people who’ve helped on

the issue. As this may be

my last issue I’d like to

thank all the people who've

helped on FELIX this year. |

think that together we've

produced some good

FELIXs and I'd like to thank

you all for your efforts.

You've all worked far too

hard and | disagree with

everything Carl and others

have said about you. | don’t

really know how to express

my appreciation sufficiently

but | hope thanks will do.

Thanks.ICU AGM

Thursday lpm

afford to come to College.
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Within 3 years a £50 million business

could depend upon your next move
COME ON THE PROCTER & GAMBLE MARKETING

COURSE AND FIND OUT EVERYTHING YOU EVER

WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT A CAREER IN

MARKETING MANAGEMENT.

Procter & Gamble are widely regarded as one of the

inventors of modern marketing. They are one of the top

ten most admired corporations according to Fortune

magazine. And with brands like Ariel, Fairy Liquid,

‘Pampers and Bold they are the leading TV advertiser in

the UK. In just 3 years at P&G you could be managing

, brand business worth as much as £50 million.

To give you a chance to find out more about consumer

marketing, P&G will be running a Marketing Course

from September 14 - 17, 1986 at their Head Office in

Newcastle upon Tyne. The course, which is free, will

cover all major areas of marketing [including strategic

planning, advertising, consumer promotions, finance

and media]. You'll also find plenty of opportunity to try

some moves of your own.

For an application form ask at your Careers Service or

write to Andrew Lindsay, Procter & Gamble Limited,

Newcastle upon Tyne NE99 [telephone 091 279 2390]. Closing date for applications is May 23rd, 1986.
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Waitrose Again....

Dear Hugh

Please find enclosed a copy of a letter | have sent to the

Manager of the Waitrose supermarket in Gloucester Rd. In

the wake of the letter which appeared in the FELIX issue

number 738

Dear Sir or Madam

a letter-petition signed by the staff and students of Imperial

College requesting you to cease selling South African

produce. As a student at Imperial College and a regular

customer of your supermarket, | would ask and advise you
to ignore the aforementioned letter. It is written by a very
small group of well-intentioned but extremely naive and
misguided people who claim to represent the eight
thousand students and staff at Imperial College but in fact
represent a totally insignificant proportion of them.
It must be very clear to you that by stocking South African
produce you are in fact helping the black population of

South Africa by providing them with an export market. As a
large amount of South Africa's black population is
employed in agriculture, this can only be to their

advantage. In addition, people in general and students in

particular tend to buy whatever food is cheapest, best

value for money or has the best taste. If any of your South
Afriican goods fall into one of these categories and you
cease to stock them, then we shall be obliged to shop
elsewhere. And let me assure you that we represent the
vast majority of your customers.
Yours faithfully,

AlastairJ Seymour

| Charity: Right Or Wrong
Dear Hugh,

| was very glad to read your editorial on charity.Indeed, if

charity stops people from facing the real issues, nothing -

could be worse. Therefore, two questions arise: First, is this

what charity actually does? and second, is there a place for

it here and now?

Large charities such as Oxfam have gone a long way
towards becoming political pressure groups. Most charities

involved in the Third World do now look at the root of the

Rag activities are ‘attended because of the fun involved’

problems rather than try to cover them up or quieten some

middle class consciences. There has been a time when
charities, especially those supporting (or having their roots
in) the Church treated suffering people as the favourite
pastime of their members. Even our Rag activities are
mostly attended because of the fun involved rather than
because of the cause they serve.

You will shortlly receive, or perhaps have already received,

However, many charities play a major role in the solution of

problems. The case of charities for disabled people which

contributed towards major achievements in terms of

legalisation by forming nuclei around which groups were

formed and say was given to the people involved is one

example. VSO, which asks for much more than a few

pennies, is another. Every charity must have as its target

the final solution of the problems but this does not mean

that it shouldn't treat them as best as possible in the

meanwhile.

There are issues, like world hunger, where charity as such

is inadequate. This is not always the case. The RNLIis a

charity supported organisation which deals effectively with

its object. Charity doesn't HAVE to be ineffective, neither

has it got to turn people away from the real problems.

Furthermore, there is a place in the world for them. Not

pedal hk teen be dealt with directly by the state, and
services that can effectively rely directly on the public

should stay clear from the muddy waters of party interests.

People often support or oppose a certain cause just

because it is 'their' party's general policy. Charities can

often unite people from different ideologies on big issues

whereas parties can divide them on the same issues.

Hence the value of charities as fairly objective presssure

roups.

inally, let me point out that we should attatch a great value

to the human individual. Saving a single child from hunger

or disease is not comparable to painting one square foot of

the wall of a hundred-foot-tall building whose facade is

worn and blackened. It makes no difference to the building

but it makes a world of difference to the child. As long as

charities do save lives, even a few, we have to keep them.

Therefore let us give as much as possible: Not only our
pennies but also our time, our thought, our effort for those

in need. (A very good opportunity comes this week,
Christian Aid week. CA works on agricultural development,

health education and, above all, to empower people to win

their own fight against poverty and suffering. So dig deep

into your pockets, think hard and take action!)

Yours,

Michael Moutfoussis

ICCU Social Action Rep.

Go your own way

ee LU Trave! ao
Imperial College, Sherfield Building,

Prince Consort Road, London SW7 Tel: 01-581 8882
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