The future of West London
Nightline may be in doubt
unless other London Colleges
are prepared to provide a larger
proportion of the funds. College
Secretary John Smith has
indicated that IC will not be
able to maintain the current
level of financial support for
Nightline in 1986-87.

West London Nightline is an
information and counselling
service run for and by students
in London, and is based in
Princes Gardens, South
Kensington.

Last year the total cost of
Nightline was £10,769. This
figure included the rent for flat
which Nightline occupies,
£3000, and the director’s salary
of £4,469 as well as a telephone
bill of £1,352. Of this £1,835 was
provided by participating
students unions, including ICU.

In 1984-85 Imperial College
provided the accommodation,
and paid the phone bill and a
substantial fraction (40%) of the
director’s salary.

ICU Welfare Officer Peter
Wilson has sent a circular to all
London University student
unions and student newspapers,
highlighting the threat posed to
Nightline. Mr Wilson explained
that Imperial College will be
prepared to continue funding
accommodation and
administration costs, but that
other colleges must make a
substantially larger contribution
if Nightline is to survive. He
called upon all student unions
to let their college
adminstration know of the
difficulties. In particular he asks
that all college secretaries be
made aware of the problems
before the meeting of the .
Secretaries of Schools
(Univeristy of London) on -
Febraury 28. A proposal will be
put forward at the meeting,
suggesting that Nightline:
should become a University
service, and the cost spread
thinly over a large number of
colleges.

FELIX spoke to College
Secretary John Smith about the
Nightline issue yesterday
morning. Mr Smith pointed out
that other colleges are planning
to withdraw money from
Nightline, and he was not
enthusiastic about IC having to
support the service. He was
unhappy about the present cost
of £4 per call to Nightline.

West London Nightline took
over 2,600 calls in 1984-85, on
average 12 per night during
term-time. Of hese around 25%
were of ‘counselling’ type,
rather than straightforward

requests for information.

Nightline Crisis

Imperial College has been
awarded High Court damages
of around £850,000 against the
firm of architects who built the
Electrical Engineering building.
The ruling against Norman &
Daburn, announced on
Wednesday, brings to an end
legal action which first began
more than eight years ago.

In 1977 it was discovered that
the ceramic tiles used to face
the Electrical Engineering
building, built between 1962
and 1963, were breaking away
and so causing a serious safety
hazard. Work to replace the tiles
was finally begun over two
years ago in 1983, after College
secured a loan for the repairs
from the UGC. When the work
was completed, and the full cost
known, College were able to

College Win Case

-been ordered to pay College a

press ahead with legal action
against the builders.
Norman & Dawburn have

sum in the region of £850,000
plus interest and legal costs.
College Secretary John Smith
said yesterday that the damages
awarded by Judge David
Smout, QC, totalled more than
£1million plus costs. Mr Smith
added that the architects were
likely to appeal against the
ruling. (Judge Smout has
awarded a 14 day stay of
judgement pending
consideration of any appeal).
Mr Smith said that the bulk of
the award would go to the
UGC, and since the cost of the
repair work had been
approximately £1.5million the
College had lost money.
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Security Problem

Residents of Falmouth-Keogh
Hall are having problems with
security. Post has been stolen
from the letter racks with such
regularity that all mail is now
retained at the messenger’s
desk. This has resulted in
students having to queue and
wait to collect their post, and
the messenger and security
guards having a lot more work
to do. In the most recent
Falmouth-Keogh newsletter,
concern is expressed over the
general state of security in the

"Hall. There has been regular
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stealing from landing
refrigerators to the value of
hundreds of pounds. Strangers
have becn seen wandering
around the Hall telephones and
games machines have been
vandalised and there have been
thefts from residents’ rooms.
Paul Jowitt, the warden of
Falmouth-Keogh, has managed
to obtain several improvements
which include better lighting
around the Southside shop and

uojun 38310 [ersaduy

Continued on the back page.

Free!

Friday 14 February

No 731



P Editorial

"Bar

_Certain FELIXs this week
have vouchers entitling
‘them to a free half pint in
the Union Bar. This is a
genuine offer and not a
practical joke by UCL. Go
to the Union Bar tonight.
The promotion tonight
looks set to be a massive
success.

Survey

Remember to get your
Union survey forms in by
21st February if you want
to win a prize.

FELIX

This week | had planned a
twenty page special
Valentine’s issue. It would
have contained a guide to
iDateline agencys, a
problem page, etc.
Everything had to be cut
because of technical
problems. This week I've
worked bloody hard to get
a basic FELIX out. All | get
in return is letters of

complained that the news
'stories about RSMU are
one-sided. This is because
‘we tried repeatedly to
contact Dave on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday
and could not find him. I've
also had numerous letters
complaining about our
story on the Bishop of
-Durham. Like any
newspaper, we have limited
space for news. This means
that you have to select the
points that will be of
greatest interest tothe
greatest number of readers.
FELIX is not some
Christian newsletter that
can ramble on at length
~about the details of Dr

- Jenkins speech. Over the

- last few weeks we have had

. several LONG Christian

. articles. The Christian
: societies have had more

* than their fair coverage.

- FELIX can not cover every
news story as the people
concerned would wish. !f

. anyone else comes and

complains about the
Bishop of Durham article |

~ will be extremely rude. You
have been

 warned.....Incidently if

anyone is still interested in
my job after this moan,
please come and see me in
- confidence as soon as
 possible.
. Southside
- | spent half an hour on
Wednesday with Pat, the
Southside Messenger. He is

worked of his feet because
he is having to answer so
many enquiries for mail.
College must do something
about this. Pat is being
overworked. In the
meantime may | suggest
that all Southside residents
only check their post every
other day or check it in the
afternoon to ease Pat'’s
load.

Sabbatical Elections
Unfortunately | can not
give you any details about
how to go about producing
publicity for the sabbatical
elections because of
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complaint. Dave Pearce has ,
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production problems.
Would anyone likely to
want to use the Print Unit
for publicity, come and see
me in confidence on
Tuesday so that | can
discuss arrangements.
Credits

Thanks to Dave Jones, J
Martin Taylor, Sunny Bains,
Alan Rose, Adrian Johnson,
Richard Rieder, Jim
Clayden, Mark Cottle, Bill
Goodwin, Andy Major,
Barry Holt, Phil Scanlon,
Jim Clayden, Richard
Smith, Pete Hobbis,
Rosemary Hosking, John
Burgess, Kamala Sen, Jane
Spiegel, Chris Stapleton,
Nige Atkinson, Aaron
Kotcheff, Chris Edwards,
Pete Wilson, Judith
Hackney, Dave Kingston,
Carl Burgess, Rob Dwyer-
Joyce, Richard Ellis, Andy
Vickers and everyone else.

FELIX is published by the Editor for and on behalf of Imperial College
Union Publications Board and is printed by the Imperial College Union
Print Unit, Prince Consort Road, London SW7, 01-589 5111 ext 3515.
The Editor of FELIX is Hugh Southey and the Business Manager is J
Martin Taylor. Copyright 1986. ISSN 1040-0711.

Spencer:
Proposterous

Twit

Dear FELIX,
| see that preposterous twit
Tony Spencer is back at his
ranting. Whilst | won't
comment about the bulk of
his egotistical rambling in
last week’s letters page, |
must object to the partisan
rubbish in his last few
sentences. For a start the
Below the Belt column in
FELIX has been running for
years longer than the trivial
and cliquey Vicious
Rumours page in
Boredsheet (only accurate
material in the title?).
Further seeing as | myself
wrote the Below the Belt
column last term, it owes
as much to my good friend
Hissing Sid (and Frank
Rowsell for those who
remember him) as to
anyone else.

| don’t want to sound
pompous with all this but |
would just like to say that |
know people who will go to
great lengths to avoid Mr
Spencer ranting at them for
hours. Why someone of the
advanced years and hair of
Mr Spencer (I myself have
spent years trying to look
that aged) should waste his
time promoting all that is
worst in CCU rivalry | don’t
know. How such a mind -
bendingly boring person as
Tony can slag FELIX when
his idea of literature is this
year's Rag Mag is beyond
my puny brain. Personally |
find mountain cycling in
Albania far more appealing
than listening to Spencer’s
drivel.
Yours wondering why ICU
spent £1500 on Spencer’s
Rag Mag
Mark Cottle

Hallworth Get
Your Act
Together

" Dear Sir

Whilst finding Peter
Hallworth’s letter in
January 21 FELIX very
informative, there are some

' points that | would like to

query. Firstly, misuse of
property and equipment by
residents is cited as a,
presumably substantial,
loss of funds and | would
like him to specify what
actual type of damage was
done.

It was mentioned that on
site communication,
coordination and
supervisory qualities were
‘severly affected’ due to the
absence of the

Housekeeper, through
iliness. If this was such an
important problem why was
there no temporary
replacement found for the
Housekeeper, or
appropriate transfer of
duties to someone in
authority?

| concede that Mr
Hallworth's argument that
painting the outside of the
Houses was to prevent
further crumbling of the
fabric may be valid but |
should mention that the
railings of the Houses were
painted also, which is
surely one of the most
cosmetic repairs to Evelyn
Gardens possible, whilst
inside, window locks and
pigeon-hole locks—surely a
priority in view of the
appalling state of security,
remained unrepaired or
absent.

Finally | find Mr
Hallworth’s comments that
‘there is little point in
increasing College security
when we are surrounded by
so many self-appointed
Clerks of Works' needlessly
destructive and implicitive
that his organisation and
deputation of responsibility
leaves much to be desired.
Surely Mr Hallworth should
be getting his act together?
Yours etc
Mike Stone

Chemistry
Cash
Wasted

Sir

| write to draw your

reader s attention to the
new garage being erected
at the rear of Chemistry 1.
Unbelievably, this structure
is destined to house some
of the vehicles of Professor
Hartley and his wife, who
live in the penthouse on
top of Biochemistry.

With College spending
much time moaning about
lack of finance | am
astonished that a four
figure sum of money can
be found to provide a
garage to house cars which
aren’t even used for
College business. To make
matters worse, several
parking spaces have been
lost—parking spaces used
by people who are on
College business.

As they are local
residents, one wonders why
they can't get a street
space from the council, and
leave the car park for those
who drive into College
each day.

Yours etc
Nick Davies
Chemistry
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