
Kings To

Affiliate

Kings vote, by a majority of 402,

to join the NUS following the

merger with QEC and Chelsea

Students of Kings College

(KQC) have voted to affiliate

to the National Union of

Students. Of the 2140 votes

cast in the referendum on

Monday and Tuesday,

approximately 60% were in

favour of affiliation.

The College-wide ballot

was bought about by the

merger of Kings with

Chelsea and Queen

Elizabeth Colleges. Prior to

the merger both Chelsea and

QEC had been affiliated to

the NUS but Kings, by far

the largest of the Colleges,

had not been affiliated. The

merger has been phased in

gradually, and students have

been attending lectures on

different sites for two years.

The students’ unions have

remained separate until this

academic session, however.

The voting figures

represent a turnout of

around 35% of the 6100

students at Kings (KQC).

1978 of the voting papers

were valid of which 1190

were in favour of affiliation

and 788 were against.

Duane Passman, acting

General Secretary of KQCU

and Education and Welfare

Officer for the Kensington

site (formerly QEC), spoke to

FELIX about the referendum

on Wednesday. He said he

was ‘absolutely exstatic’ with

the result, and added that he

considered it highly likely

that the vote had been in

favour at each Campus,

though there were no figures

to confirm this. At the time

of going to press, FELIX had

been unable to contact either

lan Markham or Michael

Connolly, the Education and

Welfare Officers for the

Strand (Kings) and Chelsea

sites of the College.

Wacky

Raiders

A Wacky Raider

Students from University

College inserted fake ‘lucky

winner’ vouchers into several

copies of FELIX after the

paper had been distributed

last Friday. The vouchers

proclaimed that the holder of

the copy had won five

pounds in the ‘FELIX Grand

Draw’ and should collect

their prize from the FELIX

Office. Around forty students

brought vouchers into the

office only to be

disappointed to learn that

the competition was a hoax.

The raid was organised by

students who work on Pi, the

Newspaper of UCL, in

retaliation to comments

made about Pi in the FELIX

‘Below The Belt’ column on

January 17. The irrate UCL

students also put up posters

arround the Union Building

denouncing FELIX as

‘possibly the world’s most

pretentious magazine’ and

claiming triumphantly that ‘Pi

strikes again!’

Members of the FELIX staff

attempted a counter-raid on

Monday, the day on which Pi

is regularly published. They

arrived at the UCL Union

Building before morning

lectures began.

Unfortunately there were no

copies of Pi to be found. It

was discovered that

production problems had

delayed production of the

newspaper. The raid was

repeated on Tuesday

morning, only to meet with a

similar lack of success.

FELIX received several

telephone calls from Pi staff

members who claimed to

represent London Student

and were anxious to discover

if FELIX was planning any

reprisals against UCL. FELIX

contacted the Pi Office on

Tuesday afternoon and were

told that publication of Pi

would probably be delayed

until next Monday. There are

no plans to get up at 7am for

a third time.
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Southside

Managing Surveyor (Residences)

Peter Hallworth slams Southside

Sleep in.

Students woken by workmen

at 8.15am would ‘be glad of

the “Alarm Call” ’ according

to Managing Surveyor

(Residences) Peter

Hallworth. In a letter to

Tizard Hall Chairman Steve

Norton, Mr Hallworth

explained that in his view, as

lectures start at 9.30am,

students would want to be

woken up by 8.15am.

Mr Hallworth was replying

to Mr Norton’s criticism that

the work being carried out in

Southside had caused

considerable disturbance

(See FELIX 31 January). Mr

Hallworth said that ‘it is

inevitable that some

inconvenience is caused

whenever building works are

undertaken, especially when

the premises remain

occupied during the period

when the works are carried

out. | am satisfied that

disturbances in Southside

Building during the present

contract have been kept to a

minimum’.

Mr Norton told FELIX that

he had been to see Mr

Hallworth to discuss the

letter. Mr Norton felt that

some of Mr Hallworth’s views

were mistaken, and he tried

to correct these. Mr

Hallworth offered to organise

a meeting between himself,

the contractors, the

housekeeper and Mr Norton.
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my Editorial

Teaching Standards

My remarks about teaching

standards in FELIX last

week seem to have irritated

some people. | was not

trying to defend

Government cuts in

funding for higher

education. The cuts have

affected undergraduate

labs. They have affected

research. They have

resulted in courses being

cut. | was attacking certain

academics inability to

teach. Most IC students will

have been to lectures that

have been

incomprehensible because

the lecturer has been

inarticulate, produced

unreadable slides for the

overhead projector or

rushed through new

material at an amazing rate.

This isn’t because of

Government cuts. It’s

because they haven't put

enough effort into course

preparation.

Pl

Congratulations on an

excellant raid. | thought it

was very funny.

Valentines Day

Remember to get all those

small ads in for next week’s

Valentine’s issue. They’re

free and need to be in the

FELIX Office by 1.30pm on

Monday.

Credits

Thanks to Dave Jones,

Dave Clements, Sean

MacRae, J Martin Taylor,

Dave Griffiths, Alan Rose,

Jim Clayden, Sunny Bains,

Mark Cottle, Bill Goodwin,

Mark Hunter, Richard

Smith, Pete Hobbis,

Rosemary Hosking, Kamala

Sen, John Burgess, Jane
Spiegel, Chris Stapleton,

Nige Atkinson, Aaron

Kotcheff, Chris Edwards,

Tony Spencer, Pete Wilson,

Dave Kingston and anyone
I’ve forgotten. Special

thanks to all the people

who got up early on

Monday and Tuesday

mornings.

FELIX is published by the Editor for and on behalf of Imperial College
Union Publications Board and is printed by Fourth Avenue, 4 Farnham
Royal, Kennington, Telephone 735 6437. The Editor of FELIX is Hugh
Southey and The Business Manager is J Martin Taylor. Copyright
FELIX 1986. ISSN 1040-0711. The address of FELIX is the FELIX Office,
Imperial College, Prince Consort Road, London SW7 2BB.

leTthrS
Religions

Different

Dear Sir,

Can | thank Andrew Dunn

for his letter published in

last week’s FELIX. He made

some good points,

although | don’t agree with

all of them. However, |

think | should point out one

mistake. Andrew said that,
‘The Christian would

Say...that all religions

believe in the same God’.

Although this is thought to

be an enlightened and

fashionable thing to

believe, there are several

reasons why| believe it’s

untrue. First of all it's

illogical. How can all

religions lead to the same

God when they are so
different? The God of

_ Hinduism is plural and
_ impersonal but the God of

Islam is singular and

personal. The God of

Christianity is the Creator

of the world, but the divine

of Buddhism is not

personal and not creative.

The goal of all existence in

Buddhism is nirvana-

existance, but in

Christianity to know God

and enjoy him forever.

Maybe the greatest

difference is between the

Bible which asserts that no

one can save himself and

make himself pleasing to

God, however hard he tries;

and almost all other faiths

which assert that by

keeping to their teaching a

man will be saved, or

reborn, or made whole or

reach fulfillment.

Secondly, it is impossible

for two reason. First, if

there is a god then he is

the source of man and

everything around him and

lord over all human life.

The prophet Isaiah spoke

of God ‘whom did he

consult for his

enlightenment and who

taught him the path of

knowledge and showed him

the way of understanding?

Behold, the nations are like

a drop from a bucket, and

are accounted as dust on

the scales.’ If this is the

God we're talking about
then how can we expect to

find him? Can the cup

understand the potter who

made it? Whether we like it

or not, man cannot find

God however hard and

long he searches. Religion

then is bound to fail, if by it

we mean man’s search for

God. What we need is not a
mosaic made up from the.

various chinks of light

discovered in different

religions, but for the sun to

rise. And that is exactly

what Christianity offers.

The Bible tells us not of

man’s search for God, but

God's search for man.

The second reason it’s

impossible is because of

the problem of our own

nature. Man sins, failing not

only to meet God’s

standards but often his

own. Paul, the writer of

much of the New

Testament, comes to the

conclusion at the end of his

indictment of Roman

society that ‘There is none

righteous, no, not one.

There is none that

understands and seeks

after God’. God shows us

up for the self-centred

beings we are and so many

of us avoid Him, dreading

the thought that he might

come close to us. Our

sinful nature and his

perfect infinite nature form

a barrier between Him and

us, which we can’t

overcome...but there’s no

reason for God not to

overcome it, and that is just

what the Bible claims Jesus

did. He came to earth to

overcome the barrier and

show us what God is like.

My reason for writing at

such length is not to start

any interfaith arguments-

that is rarely helpful. Rather

| want to point out that the

idea of all religions being

the same thing in the long

run just doesn’t square up

with the facts. Therefore we

shouldn't use it as an

excuse for not thinking

about God.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew Pettman

Well Taught

Dear Sir

| would be interested in any
justification you would be

prepared to give of your

comments last week about

the apparent low teaching

standards at IC. In my

experience of IC to date

teaching standards have

usually surpassed my

expectations and could

certainly not be described

as ‘low’. | cannot help

feeling that some of the

comments in last week’s

editorial were, to say the

least, unfair to our lecturers
and probably no more than

a result of a natural (and

universal) inclination to

criticise teachers.

Standards at IC are good

and always getting better.

If people don’t find

lecturers interesting then

it’s probably because they

are not interested and

should have taken a

different subject. However

any subject will at times get

tedious, study is work not a

game and this can’t be

blamed on the lecturers.

To say that funding levels

don't effect teaching

standards is not only

ultimately wrong but also a

dangerous attitude

especially with a

government prepared to cut

where and whenever it can

get away with it. With cuts

in their wages and criticism

from (some) students. |

sincerely hope that morale

amongst lecturers will

never slip to that amongst

school teachers.

Remember the UGM

voted overwhelmingly to

support the AUT in its

Cause.

Yours sincerely

Lucien Parkin

Physics 1

Felicity Rant

Dear Sir,

| presume that FELIX is a
publication of an English

College. Therefore why do
we have ranting American

females writing the Below
the Belt column, inserting

useless American humour
into the column? How can
she have the gall to call

people kids when she’s

younger than most people

at College? And who is she
to talk about living in sin?

(See issue of January
10th—incidentally

incorrectly dated January
11th). | am surprised that

Student Services let her
shack up with ‘Superwimp’
J Martin Taylor in single
accommodation! | say get

rid of Felicity the Catty! It
is far too early for her to be
trying for FELIX Sabbatical

credibility! To sign off, |

will just say that FELIX is
getting nearly as boring as

Guildsheet, and is just
becoming a magazine for
FELIX hacks. Even when

they try nicking a decent
idea, such as Below the
Belt, lifted from the
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illustrious RCS

Broadsheet’s Vicious

Rumours and Dirty Lies,

they mess it up.

Yours, wondering why ICU

wastes its money on FELIX,

Tony Spencer

Murray

Misguided

Dear Sir,

It is interesting to note that

the ‘author’ of the ‘article’

misguidedly filed under the

Arts (FELIX 31/1/86) should

only obscurely have

provided his name. A desire

for anonymity is usually

associated with such

hysterical ravings;

particuarly when it exhibits

itself as the ignorant and

offensive ‘article’

masquerading as opinion,

that | assume was intended

to contribute to a balanced

discussion of sexism at

Imperial College.

An opinion whose

content is more

irreconcilable with its

section title can never have

been written. The views

espoused were so extreme

and so inimical to art, that

they become almost an

‘anti-art’ statement. Indeed,

it is nearly suggested that

any art form that

contravenes Mr Murray’s

sexist arbitration is a

blemish that should be

eliminated-a sacrifice that

would seem to include

most artistic works, judging

by the unbalanced nature

of his opinions thereon.

Such sentiments could

be defensible were their

feebleness not

compounded by a crass

ignorance on the subject of

art and a strange inability

to distinguish between art

and sexism. We are

unaware of any Hemingway

novel written in the style

parodied-a parody which

reveals more about the

author’s unhealthy sexism

obsession than Hemingway

as an author. However, we

are prepared to admit a

hiatus in our knowledge

not having read everything

Hemingway published.

Even so, if Hemingway had

written anything in such a

style, it is simply stupid,

and literarily indefensible,

to make the implication

that this criticism extends

to such books as ‘For

Whom the Bell Tolls’ and

‘The Old Man and The Sea’,

to name but two.

We agree that the

offensive innuendo in

Heavy Metal Lyrics is

disturbingly sexist. But to

equate Heavy Metal with

Carmina Burana is naive at

best, while at worst it

suggest that we are dealing

with a Caliban whose

vestigal intellect has

deserted him. (As an aside,

for your enlightenment Mr

Murray, Caliban is a

character in Shakespeare’s

‘The Tempest’. We suggest

you try reading it: it does

have some mono-syllabic

words and you might be

able to cope with these).

Mr Murray’s claims that

most of the ‘heavy’ classics

are ‘genitally (does he

mean sexually) oriented’

further exposes the flaws in

his arguments. The

example of Orff’s Carmina

Burarn, with a quote whose

source is unacknowledged,

shows his complete lack of

familarity with the work.

Jeffrey Duban’s translation

of the 12th and 13th

century songs that forms

the work, require

substantial imagination on

the part of the singer to

decide what might have

been written ‘Between the

lines’. It is in the final part

(The Court of Love) where

there are ‘forthright’ lines,

May one and all the gods

consent

To grant my spirit’s fond

intent

That she departs my

company

Unchained from her

virginity.

Which We assume is Mr

Murray’s ‘rape of virgins’.

It is supposedly, on the

basis of this pitiful evidence

supporting such prejudiced

ideas that all members of

all societies are expected to

be conscious of ‘potential’

sexism in their actions.

What he has failed to

consider is that anonymous

abuse of, for example

Carmina Burana, to further

the ‘macho’ image in such

TV adverts as Old Spice,

and the recent series of BL

adverts. Mr Murray would

subject everyone to the

same mind-numbing

rigidity which so manifest

in his arguments. Danté

pictured Hell as a frozen

lake where emotion died:

Mr Murray seems to want

Earth to be similarly frozen

lake where thought has

died.

The continual

degeneration to the

thoughtless sloganeering of

‘penial orientation’ and

‘phallic symbolism’ is

indicative of the author’s

own alarming obsession.

The ultimate desire for

censorship, that might even

consign Sappho to the

same indignity (even she

had her hymenal

moments), is typical of

some people’s rabid

fananticism which totters

on the fringe of an

Orwellian nightmare. And

in their desparation to

achieve an ‘equitable life’,

they seem to be quite

happy to justify, and

indulge in, ritual book

burning and elimination of

individuals in their pursuit

of ideological and

intellectual purity.

We do not consider

ourselves to be sexists: we

are strongly opposed to the

sexual exploitation inherent

in Hon Porn night. But if

the Murray alternative is

the price of non-sexism,

then we want no part of it.

Yours faithfully

Simon Brock

J V Pitt

Seymour

Slammed

Dear Hugh,

Having read Mr Spock’s

synopsis on Mr Seymour,

I’d just like to add that

anyone who wears a ‘jacket

and tie’ to a totally pathetic

hole such as BANANA’s

deserves to be spat on.

Yours sincerely

James E Kirk

PS Maybe Mr Seymour

should send a bunch of

pansies to the bouncer as a

gesture of goodwill.

Cave Canoe

Respond

Dear Ed,

| am glad to see that at

last minority sports are

getting a mention in your

wonderful rag. | am, of

course, referring to last

week’s article on Cave

Canoe Football. Although

not a popular sport it is one

in which Britain can hold

its head up high and say

we are number 1, unlike so

many others.

Despite the very exciting

prose, the article did in fact

fail to make a few things

clear. Firstly CCF is not an

all male sport but one for

both sexes and if it were

not for a bad knee the team

would undoubtably have

had a female geologist in

the side. Next the sport is

not as dangerous or

vicious, despite Morris ‘the

Refrigerator’ Culclough’s

unforgivable behavior, as

made out.

Finally | would again like

to compliment FELIX on

seeing the light,

With gratitude,

Dave Willis

(Publicity Officer CCF Club)

=

Sherfield Building,

London SW7.
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