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IC Union is supporting FELIX
"Editor Hugh Southey in an
effort to disuade College
administration from
implementing plans to move the
FELIX office. Mr Southey
presented a paper detailing
problems associated with the
proposed move at a meeting
with College Secretary John
Smith and Union President Carl
Burgess last Friday. A motion
expressing support for Mr
Southey’s response to the
College authorities was passed
without objection at Monday’s
meeting of IC Union Council.
Mr Burgess was first informed
of the plans for a FELIX move in
a meeting with Mr Smith and
the Rector two weeks ago. Mr
Smith intends to give the
Biology Department control of
the present FELIX Office and
the Beit Hall TV Lounge. In a
letter to Mr Burgess three days
after the meeting Mr Smith said
that College was planning to
refurbish the derelict kitchen
area behind the Lounge to
provide new offices for FELIX,
and an additional double room
and a new TV Lounge for Beit
Hall. Before meeting Mr
Burgess and Mr Southey on
Friday, Mr Smith admitted that

Hugh Southey and J Martin Taylor: Alarmed about the move

there was insufficent space
available for all these needs.

Mr Southey’s paper listed
several major difficulties
associated with the move of the
FELIX office. Significant
structual alterations would be
needed to the north side of Beit
Quad in order to move and
house the larger and more
delicate pieces of FELIX
equipment. In addition there
would be a great deal of work
required in order to make the
derelict area suitable for the
production of FELIX. Mr
Southey also stressed that the
position of the FELIX office was
of prime importance since
student involvement was ‘the

London
Attacke

A motion which would have
closed London Student, the
London-wide newspaper for
students, was defeated by only
two votes at the meeting of the
University of London General
Union Council on Tuesday. IC
Union buys 250 copies of
London Student which are
distributed free from outside the
FELIX Office.

The delegation from the
London School of Economics,
who proposed the motion,
complained that an issue last
term headlined ‘School for
Drugs’ gave the false
impression that LSE had a
major drugs problem and that
hard and soft drugs were freely
available. They said that since
the publication of the article,
LSE had received several visits
by the Drugs Squad. The LSE
Delegation wanted a front page
right-of-reply, and felt that if
this was not forthcoming ULU
should withhold funds from the

tudent

paper until the Editor, Miss
Joanne Toch, either resigned or
finished her term of office.

Miss Toch had offered LSE a
space for reply but reserved the
right to decide where to print it.
She also pointed out that the
paper was for students at
London’s Polytechnics and
Further Education Colleges and
that it was ‘elitist’ for ULU to
attempt to force its policy onto
the paper. During the meeting
the LSE delegation were
threatened with expulsion for
unruly behaviour. At one point
the chairperson, Duane
Passman, walked out.

Of the ICU delegation eight
voted against the LSE motion
and one abstained. After the
meeting Miss Joanne Toch said
that although she resented the
allegations made by LSE about
her professionalism made by
LSE she was still prepared to
print a reply to ‘School for
Drugs’ in the next issue.

life blood of a student
newspaper’. He felt that to move
the office to such a remote
position would be to the
unavoidable detriment of FELIX
and everyone in College. A
further problem was that the
area available could not be
utilised so as to provide
adequate office space.

Mr Southey’s paper suggested
that it would be more sensible
for the Biology Department to
make use of the kitchen areas
for the office space which they
required. Mr Smith was
sympathetic towards Mr
Southey’s comments, but felt
that, if Biology took over the
kitchen area, they might at a
future date attempt to gain
control of more of the north
side of Beith Quad. He agreed
that there would be significcant
problems if a move of the FELIX
office wére attempted, and said
that he would look into the
costs involved in greater detail.
He added that he was prepared
to put resources into the
development of the west
staircase of the Union Building.

When Council met on
Monday there was some
support for a move of the FELIX
office although Mr Southey and
FELIX Business Manager J
Martin Taylor confirmed the
inadequacies of the schemes
proposed. Deputy President
Dave Kingston adhered to the
view that to move the office
would strengthen the Union’s
position by securing control of
the whole of the north side of
the Union Building. Civil
Engineering Dep Rep Victor
Freeney argued that it was
unecessary to move the FELIX
office and that the kitchen areas
would be more sensibly used as
offices for the Biology
Department. He did not feel that
having full Union control of one
side of the Quad would prevent
Biology from trying to takover
Union rooms in future.

Mr Burgess and Mr Southey
will be meeting the College
Secretary later today to discuss
the matter further.
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o Editorial

Union

There seems to be some
feeling among departments
that academic needs are
more important than the
welfare and social needs of
students. Many College
administrators know that
the welfare and social
needs of students are as
important as those of the
departments. They know
that if sixth formers think
that the College has no
clubs and societies etc,
applications will drop. The
departments, though, seem
to be only interested in
expanding their research
work. | know that the UGC
cuts have made it difficult
for departments. This
doesn’t mean, though, that
they should try to take
student union resources.
For example the FELIX
Office and Beit TV Lounge
being asked to move. One
of the things that they want
to do with the area is build
a seminar room. There is
an excess of seminar
rooms. Does it seem
excessive for the College to
ask biology students to use
seminar rooms in other
departments?

FELIX

As you can see from the
letters page there has been
a certain amount of
criticism of my decision to
publish the ‘Strike FELIX'. |
decided that education cuts
are not a party political
issue and so could be
covered as a feature. When
| came to College almost
31, years ago it was only
‘lefties’ who went on demos
and joined protests against
education cuts. Since then
it seems to me that Mrs
Thatcher has united
student unions against the
cuts. Several of my friends
vote Conservative. Since
they came to College they
have decided that they
must join protests against
their party’s education
policies. This is because
they see the harm that
these policies are doing to
Britain’s economy. When |
went to lobby MPs |
discovered that many back
bench Conservative MPs
oppose the present
Government’s education
policy (unfortunately, they
haven't got the guts to
oppose it in the House).
For this reason | decided
that the article on cuts was

a feature, not an opinion. |
am, though, a great
believer in the right of reply,
so if John Martin or the
Conservative Society would
like to produce two pages
(approx 1700 words)
defending the
Government’s education
policy, I'll print it. | find it
difficult to believe its
possible to defend the
Government, but I'm
prepared to listen to Mr
Martin’s arguments.

While on the subject of
articles for future FELIXSs,
I'd like to challenge the
people who wrote to FELIX
last term saying that FELIX
is boring, to write 400 words
on rhino’s willies (as
promised) so that | can
print it. Generally, I'm
running out of ideas for
features so if you have any
ideas for opinions or
features contact me and
either you or someone else
can write the article.

FELIX Office

FELIX is your newspaper.
This is why | am replying to
recent criticism. If the
proposed move of the
FELIX Office (as reported
in FELIX last week and this
week) goes ahead, this may
no longer be the case.
FELIX may become the
Newspaper of Imperial
College Union Hacks. This
is because the proposed
site is out of the way. The
present site s passed by
large numbers of students.
Students see FELIX staff at
work. They know where the
office is. This means that
feel they can contribute. A
student newspaper must be
in contact with students.
This means that it must be
in a prominent position.
You're lucky to have one of
the best student
newspapers in the country.
Defend it by preventing the
move (campaign details in
a future FELIX).

Editorial

John Martin has attacked
my editorial comments on
Nicaraguan coffee. He has,
in my view every right to
attack my views. However,
he has no reason to attack
the fact that | express them
in the editorial. The
editorial is meant to be
intelligent comment. It is
meant to be my views. That
means that it is meant to
provoke thought. Hopefully,
it will also attract a

response in the letters
page. The editorial is not
meant to be facts that every
student will agree with. It is
meant to provoke debate.

Valentine’s Day

FELIX is planning a
Valentine’s Day special.
We're going to print the
Small Ads over a pink
heart. If you want to send a
message to the love of your
life, then drop them into
FELIX by 1.30pm on
Monday February 10. If

you have any ideas for
features in FELIX in the
Valentine’s issue, contact
me in the Office.

Credits

It's been an odd week.
Thanks to the following for
putting up with me and still
contributing to FELIX: Dave
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Jones, J Martin Taylor, Jim
Clayden, Sarah Kirk, Mark
Cottle, Mark Hunter, Bill
Goodwin, Richard Smith,
Pete Hobbis, Richard Ellis,
Rosemary Hosking, Rob
Dwyer-Joyce, Kamala Sen,
Jane Spiegel, Chris
Stapleton, Nige Atkinson,
Aaron Kotcheff (Sorry |
forgot to add to your
article), Chris Edwards.
Chris Dodge, Pete Wilson
Alan Rose, Pete Klemperer,
Mike Stone, Gaynor
Whyles, Jelly, Dave
Kingston, Nick Shackley,
Andy Vickers, Eugene Zhog
and Sunny Bains.
Megabrain

The answer to last weeks
problem and the winner will
be published in the next
FELIX.

ETCERS

Bouncers Go
Bananas

Dear Mr Southey

| wish to inform all the
readers of this newspaper
of a particularly unpleasant
experience which | had
recently, in the hope that it
will not happen to them.

Last Monday | went to
the discotheque ‘Bananas’
in Wardour St. W1, to
attend the much publicised
‘Krazy Tie and Loony
Sunglasses’ party. When |
got there, | was told by one
of the ‘bouncers’ that he
would not allow me in. It
was not because of my
dress, as | was wearing a
decent jacket and tie, and |
was certainly not drunk.
When | asked him why he
would not let me in, his
immediate answer was
‘because you're a f-cking c-
nt’, said in those words. He
and the other ‘bouncer’
then proceeded to spit on
me.

Today | rang the
manager of the night club,
and he stood by his
bouncers’ actions one
hundred per cent. He told
me that, had he been in
their shoes, he would have
done exactly the same. He
finished by saying he had
better things to do than talk
to me.

| am not objecting to the
fact that | was denied entry
in spite of there being no
apparent reason to do so,

every night club has and
should have the right to
refuse admission. | do,
however, object to being
spat on and insulted in the
manner which | have just
described. | see no reason
why people like myself or
indeed any reader of this
newspaper should be
humiliated in this way for
no apparent reason, so |
would ask and advise all
the students of Imperial
College not to visit this
night club..the same or
worse things may happen
to them.

Yours sincerely,

Alastair Seymour

Elec Eng 1.

Party Political
FELIX

Dear Sir,

| write to express my anger
and disappointment at the
way in which under your
editorship the Newspaper
of ICU has degraded into a
Party Political publication. |
do not object to your
reporting current political
events which affect
students, but feel strongly
that the coverage given to,
for example, the recent
AUT strike has been
excessive and biased, and |
believe, judging by your
editorial remarks, tainted
by your own politics.

This in itself would not
be a complaint if you had
declared your intentions in
the election manifesto last
year. Instead, you promisea
to relieve us from the
boredom of last year’s
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