The Association of University
Teachers (AUT) and the
National Association of Local
Government Officers (NALGO)
will be holding a day of action
on January 15 which will take
the form of a national strike.
The AUT, which will be striking
for the first time in its history, is
dissatisfied with the inadequate
funding of Higher Education: its
action is intended to express
the strength of its members’
feelings on this issue. NALGO
members are striking in support
of their flat rate £14 per week
pay claim and against the 5.2%
which they have been offered.
The AUT is calling on all
members ballotted to withdraw
their labour, and therefore not
take lectures next Wednesday.
Pickets will be on duty, but will
be instructed not to try to
obstruct entry to the College.
Rather, they will try to persuade
non-striking colleagues of the
justice of their cause. So as not
to be disruptive, the AUT has
also informed the College of the
strike, allowing them to re-
arrange interview schedules.
The Government has plans to
cut the budget for universities
by 2%pa over the next five
years. Professor Frank
Leppington, President of
ICAUT, has said that such a cut
would have serious
consequences for Higher
Education as the universities
could not maintain the quality
of education without increasing,
or at least static, university
funding. This, he said, was
indicative of the way the
present Government
undervalued education. He
hoped that next week’s strike
might persuade Tory ministers
to ease financial restrictions.
ICU President Carl Burgess
has expressed his support for
the AUT’s campaign. In a
motion to be put to Tuesday’s
ICUGM, he will ask students to
support the strike by not
attending College on
Wednesday. He feels that in an
issue which will directly affect
the education of future
students, ICU has a duty to
support the teachers action.
NALGO, which has members
in the libraries, in Student
Services, and in Sherfield, is
demonstrating against a pay
offer which is 1.7% below the
rate of inflation and 2.3% less

than the rise in average
earnings. NALGO members who
are employed by universities
earn considerably less than
their counterparts working for
private industry or in the civil
service. This is due to the
limited amount of money which
the universities can afford to set
aside for their secretarial and
administrative staffs. A member
of IC NALGO suggested that
the College’s high staff turnover
was due to low pay levels.
Employees leave to higher
paying jobs after an unusually
short time, forcing College to
find and train new staff who
need time to learn their jobs.
Unless they were paid a wage
which was in line with the work
that was being done, a static,
experienced staff could not be
expected.

The strike will have limited
support from the other two

Prof Leppington

main campus unions, ASTMS
and NUPE. ASTMS has agreed
not to cross picket lines or to
work with any AUT or NALGO
section, while NUPE will be
working to rule on Wednesday.
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Student Grants are to be
increased by only two per cent
(a £42 increase on the London
grant of £2165) for the
academic year 1986/7.
Education Secretary, Sir Keith
Joseph announced the changes
in the House of Commons on
December 16. The Government
is also preparing to withdraw
certain benefits which are
currently available to students,
although they may increase
grants by an additional £36 to
compensate students for the
lose of benefits. Students will
not be able to claim any
unemployment or
supplementary benefit during
the short vacations. In addition,
students who live in halls of
residence will be banned from
claiming housing benefit during
term-time. The Government is
also intending to curb claims
from students living in private
flats from next June.

IC Welfare Adviser Lesley
Gillingham is particularly
concerned that students living
in the College’s head tenancies
may not be entitled to housing
benefit. It is not clear whether
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these residences wouid be
classed as halls under the
proposed regulations. If
housing benefit is withdrawn,
the flats in Lexham Gardens, in
particular, will become too
expensive for most students.

The plans to reduce the
benefits payable to students
were outlined in a DHSS press
statement earlier this week.
Some of the proposals are
covered in the government’s
white paper on social security.
The DHSS has also brought out
a consultative document which
deals with the projected
changes in housing benefit.
Wednesday’s Guardian reported
that the Government intends to
make it illegal for students to
claim any benefit on flats or
houses which they are not
occupying.

FELIX contacted the
Department of Education and
Science on Wednesday and
spoke to Press Officer, Richard
Duckenfield. He said that the
changes will save around 45%
of the money spent on having
benefits paid to students.
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New Year

Happy new year everyone.
AUT Strike

Next Wednesday the AUT,
the lecturers’ union, is
organising a day of action.
This designed to make the
public aware of the
government’s failure to
invest in higher education.
The AUT is traditionally a
moderate union. Indeed
some of their leaders’ lack
of experience in organising
strike action is almost
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comical. The AUT, though,
has decided that the
present government’s lack
of support for higher
education is so serious that
they should strike.
Students have suffered
appaling cuts in real terms
in grants and benefits.
Imperial College students
have never really taken part
in protests about the
present cuts. The last
grants march was
supported by well under 50
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students. Recently the
government announced
cuts in Housing Benefit and
a 2% rise in student grants.
It is about time that
apathetic IC students got
off their arses and
protested. Why not write a
letter to your MP or lobby
him/her. As a start why not
support the AUT strike and
boycott lectures. If your
lecturers are prepared to
protest about lack of
funding for your education,
surely you should join their
protest.

Hon Porn Night

The decision by the RSMU
Rugby Club to hold the
Honorary Pornographer’s
Night shows them to be
amazingly naive. In this
issue of FELIX J Martin
Taylor, ICU Academic
Affairs Officer and
Christine Taig,"Women'’s
Officer both write about the
need for Imperial College
to attract more women.
Unfortunately both of them
failed to mention Hon
Porn’s Night. Hon Porn’s

Night is the sort of event
that gives IC it's reputation
for being sexist. Until we
lose this reputation we will
have problems attracting
women to IC. We must try
to attract more women,
then maybe we wouldn’t
need to gawp at them on a
film screen.

FELIX

It's the new year so why
not take up a new interest.
Come and work on FELIX.
Find out what it involves by
coming in next Tuesday at
6pm or Wednesday at
12.30pm. Alternatively
come to the FELIX social
evening next Thursday at
8pm (free drink provided).
Credits

Thanks to Mark Hunter,
Rosemary Hosking, Dave
Jones, J Martin Taylor, Bill
Goodwin, Richard Smith,
Sunny Bains, Chris
Edwards, Nigel Atkinson,
John Burgess, Jim
Clayden, Andy Vickers,
Aaron Kotcheff, Mark
Cottle, Chris Stapleton and
anyone I've forgotten.

Benefit Update

Welfare Assistant, Lesley Gillingham, follows up her last feature on benefits
with an update for those of you who bothered to apply. If you have an questions
contact Lesley in Student Services.

Anyone who has submitted
a claim for benefit over the
last year (1985) should read
the relevant section of this
article.

If you are experiencing
difficulties with any
benefits, please call into
Student Services and see
Lesley, the Welfare Adviser.
1. Unemployment benefit
Anyone who read the
article at the end of last
term in FELIX and
submitted a claim for
Unemployment benefit in
the Christmas vacation will
have realised that trying to
claim this particular benefit
could, and probably did,
prove difficult due to
eligibility rules. As long as
you had paid enough
National Insurance
contributions in the
relevant tax year(s) you
should have had no trouble
in submitting a claim. If
you applied and have
received a giro — well
done! If you have not
heard, or have been
disallowed, call into
Student Services and let us
check for you. Decisions

have been wrong in the
past and appeals have been
successful. Immediate
action is required as only a
limited amount of time is
allowed in which to make a
claim. Please bring
evidence of your claim and
any correspondence with
the Unemployment Benefit
Office.
2. Housing benefit
(vacation)
It is probably too early to
worry if you have not heard
about your Christmas
vacation claim but if you
have heard nothing by the
beginning of February, call
into the Student Services
Office. The “chasing up”
procedure can then begin.
If you are claiming from
Hammersmith and Fulham
and have already submitted
a claim for term-time and
did not receive form HB8
from the benefit office, call
into Student Services to get
one. It must be submitted
immediately, otherwise
your Housing Benefit will
not be reassessed and you
will not receive any extra
money for this vacation.

3. Housing benefit (term-
time)

Most people will have
received an assessment. If
you haven't or you think
you have been wrongly
assessed, check. Write to
the Housing Benefit Office
requesting a breakdown of
the assessment. Without
this, nothing can be
checked. If you disagree
with the breakdown or
think that you have been
forgotten, call into the
Student Services office and
we will phone for you.

4. Housing benefit (pre-
1985-86)

Anyone still waiting to
receive money or
assessment for last
academic year, particularly
from Westminster Housing
Benefit Office, should
contact Student Services
immediately. It is still
possible to appeal
especially in the light of
recent decision concerning
one student’s claim, in
which the Housing Benefit
Office insisted that his file
had lapsed due to the
length of time his claim had

been outstanding,
eventually his file was re-
opened and reassessed! If
you think you may have
been forgotten and you
made a claim over six
months ago, call in. We
need to act asap.
Supplementary benefit and
Certified Housing Benefit
Students who stayed in
London over the Christmas
vacation and claimed
supplementary benefit and
certificated housing benefit
- how did you get on? Of
particular interest to
Student Services are claims
submitted by students
residing in Halls or Houses
over the vacation.

The government’s white
paper on the social security
review makes it very clear
that the government is
determined to prevent
students claiming
supplementary benefit and
unemployment benefit in
the short vacations and
housing benefit if living in
college halls of residence.
We need to know how
many people were
successful in these claims
SO we can see how many
students are really going to
be affected by the change
in the regulations. These
new regulations should be
implemented by September
1986.

If you are having
difficulties with benefits of
any kind or would like
more information on what
you are eligible to claim
for, at present, see Lesley
in the Student Services
Office.
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