Union President Carl Burgess
has reached an agreement with
the Rector, Professor Eric Ash,
that will prevent the Union
losing control of the Lower
Lounge. Mr Burgess met with
Professor Ash and College
Secretary John Smith on
Tuesday to discuss the Union
Building issue. It was agreed at
this meeting that the Union
Dining Hall and Senior
Common Room would be
available to the Department of
Biology for use as seminar
rooms. The Lower Lounge will
not be converted into a lecture
theatre, as College
administration had initially
intended (see FELIX No 721).
The conversion of the
Botany/Zoology common room
into a lecture theatre for
Biology is to go ahead as
planned, however.

The original decision to
transfer control of the rooms
was taken at a meeting of the
Rector’s policy committee. The
Union was not consulted.
Professor Ash agreed to discuss
the matter following
representations from Mr
Burgess over how the decision
was made. |C Union Executive
met on Monday and approved
alternative proposals suggested
by Mr Burgess.

Mr Burgess told FELIX that
Professor Ash and Mr Smith
expressed complete agreement
with his proposals at the
meeting on Tuesday. He had
said that for Biology to take
over the Lounge would be an
inefficient use of the room. The
UDH and the SCR could be
made available for Biology to
use as morning seminar rooms,
and it was undesirable to
duplicate existing facilities.
Professor Ash and Mr Smith
both acknowledged that the
Lounge was the only room
suitable for parties and discos.
It was accepted that the Union
should retain control of the
Lounge, and should let the UDH
and SCR to Biology for a
minimal fee. These plans will be
put forward for approval of the
Governing Body.

Mr Burgess also presented
Professor Ash with a document
expressing ‘the feelings of the
student body’. He was
particularly concerned over the
general lack of communication
between College administration

Ash Agrees To
Burgess Plan
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Twenty Flight Rockers playing in the Lower Lounge

and the Union. Professor Ash
apparently agreed with much of
what Mr Burgess said, but
added that there were other
factors to take into account. He
also described Biology as one
of the ‘up and coming’
departments. He thought that
the research projects were too
spread out and that it was
necessary to bring operations at
Silwood back to South
Kensington.

On Wednesday Mr Burgess
and Deputy President Dave
Kingston had a meeting with
Keith Garwood, a senior
Administrator at Queen Mary
College, to discuss the takeover
of the Union bar. Mr Garwood
told them that the turnover of
the QMC bar is £130,000, and
its net surplus £20,000. IC
Union bar has a turnover of
£135,000 and, according to the
figures available, a surplus of
only £6,500 before overheads.
Mr Garwood said that the bar
must be run as a separate
trading enterprise, and that the
revenue from it could not be
used to subsidise the Union
subvention directly. He added
that refurbishment costs would
normally be met by the brewery.

Mr Burgess and Mr Kingston
are still investigating the
licensing arrangements for a
student run Union Bar. If a Club

License or a Justice’s License is
obtained it will not be necessary
for the Union to obtain a legal
identity. The Union lawyer has
advised Mr Burgess that a
corporate legal identity could
be set up for the Bar alone, not
affecting the Union as a whole.
This course of action would go
against the wishes of the
College Secretary. Mr Smith
told FELIX last week that he
would prefer the Union to have
its own legal identity in order to
achieve some independence
from College administration. He
added that the Union wil be
provided with all the available
information on the finances of
the Bar. He was not, however,
prepared to use staff resources
to produce more detailed
accounts.

The Union bar floor was
inspected recently by the
Estates section It was decided
that the floor could undergo a
further two sandings before it
would have to be replaced. This
represents an additional
lifespan of 6 to 8 years. The
cost of replacement was
estimated at approximately
£2,500, an amount which
contrasts sharply with the figure
of £20,000 which had been

widely reported.
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The Union
For the last two months the
future of the Union
Building has dominated
Union Officer’s
conversation and the news
pages of FELIX. Weird and
wacky schemes for the
Union have been suggested
by Sherfield beauraucrats
and Union Officers but in
the end it took Prof Ash to
see sense. It is obvious that
the Union needs a room to
_ hold parties in. It is
sensible that students
should control the Union
Bar.
. The threat to the Union is
. still not over though.
' Biology are (as reported in
. FELIX last week) intending
. to move out of Ashurst
Lodge gradually and also
want to gradually move the
staff back to London. This
means that in a few years
the department will need
more room on campus and
they will start moves to
take over the Union again.
College has been muttering
about moving the Union
from Beit since 1982. Next
time Biology ask, they may
receive some of the Union.
It is vital that Carl Burgess,
Union President, gets an
agreement from College
about the long term future
of the Union so that we can
plan how to develop the
Union.
Security
Over the last few weeks
numerous handbags,
purses etc have stolen from
parts of the College.
Professional thieves know
. that students leave valubles
lying about so don’t leave
things lying about unless
you want them to be stolen.
Southside
Having tried Southside Bar
— The Sequel (the wine
bar next to Southside) |
~ can recomend it
thoroughly. The pizzas are
excellant value and you can
phone in orders (int 3286)
and takeaway if you want.
Rag Record
Several weeks ago there
was something about a go-
go record being sold for
Rag. The person selling
this is in Pet Eng 1 and not
the department stated.
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Jobs
Kathy has just told me she
has a list of jobs for people
wanting to work this
Christmas. Go and see her
if you're interested.
Normans
It seems that nobody is
eating at Norman’s Snack
Bar on a Wednesday
evening. Please support
this venture if you play
sport. You can only get
boring Mars bars at
Harlington. Why not eat at
Norman’s rather than
Harlington.
FELIX
There won't be a FELIX
next Friday. Instead there
will be an extra-special
issue on the last
Wednesday of term. The
deadline for letters, sport
etc will still be 1.30pm
Monday.
Credits
Thanks to Chris Stapleton
(I finally remembered your
surname), Dave Jones,
Richard Smith, Bill
Goodwin, Mike Stone,
Richard Smith, Rosemary
Hosking, Tony Churchill,
Andy Vickers, Richard Ellis,
Sarah Kirk, Jim Clayden,
Mark Cottle, Charlie Troup,
Chris Edwards, Debbie
Wilkes, Kamala Sen, Jane
Spiegel, Sunny Bains,
Grenvil Manuel, Alan Rose,
Tracey, Lesley Gillingham,
Don Fergusson, Pete
Hobbis and everyone else.
You're all wonderful.
There will be a staff
meeting at 12.30pm today.

The Union Refectory
Is Open
Wednesday
Evening
5.30pm-7.30pm

10140-0711.
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A Slagging

A Complete Condemnation
of the IC Union Sabbaticals
by the IC Badminton Club
‘What a bunch of wallies!
(A quote from one of the
badminton club players.)

Once again, the Union
Sabbaticals have made a
complete cock-up of what
is one of their most basic
duties—the booking of
minibuses. So, let this be a
warning to all you club
captains, especially the
‘unimportant clubs’ ie
badminton (or at least
that’s the impression that
the sabbaticals gave us);
even after giving three
weeks notice of a minibus
booking, don’t ever actually
trust the union!

The Story

Our badminton club
captain was told by
Quentin to collect the van
from Budget Car/Van Hire,
in Earls Court. Accordingly
we left IC at 11.00am to
walk to Earl’s Court to
collect the van, arranging
to pick up the other players
at IC at 12.00am.

On arriving at Budget,
the brunette behind the
desk denied all knowledge
of an IC booking—all their
vans being fully booked
until the end of the month.
Unabashed, we tried the
blonde, but she too denied
all knowledge. Panic. We
tried phoning the Union
Office-Quentin wasn't in,
but Cathy confirmed that
we should have had a
booking with Budget. We
decided to head back to
the Union Office, as there
didn’t seem to be any
‘spare’ vans in sight.

Back at the Union at
11.50am the refrain of the
day seemed to be
‘Quentin’s returning in five
minutes’. Unfortuntely, one
and half hours later, this
refrain had lost some of its
appeal. So, as Carl had
gone home to visit mummy
as he was ill, we were
forced (in sheer
desperation) to turn to
Dave, the deputy president,
for help. To our immense
surprise, Dave actually
acted— picked the Union
van bookings file and
studied it very intensely.

However, as this course of
action wasn't very
forthcoming, he turned his
attention to a different
source—the yellow pages.
Several phone calls later he
managed to locate a hire
company with a spare
transit van. This was
1.30pm, and we were told
to collect the van in an
hour. Hurray—we might
actually get there. So, over
to Battersea, to eventually
collect the van at 3.00pm.
Ail went well, until we
reached the first junction
on leaving the van hire
firm. The van stalled.
Puzzled, we restarted the
engine, and continued as
far as the next junction,
where the van stalled again.
Several stalls later we
reached IC to pick up the
rest of the team, (only three
and half hours late, with
the prospect of reaching
Nottingham on time (ie in a
hour's time) fairly unlikely!

However even the least
mechanically minded
players in the team could .
perceive that when the van
stalled at every set of traffic
lights/junction that there
must be some ‘minor’ fault.
But the badminton team is
comprised of keen players,
we all refused point blank
to abandon the minibus,
and continued on a rather
slow journey out of
London. Luckily the M1
part of the journey was
somewhat more peaceful
mostly due ot the lack of
traffic lights.

Next trouble: the minibus
refused to start on
Saturday morning-solution,
call out the AA, whilst two
kind parents take the
badminton players to the
University Sports hall. The
AA man was able to fix the
minibus so that we‘d get
back to London, the main
trouble being the choke,
but this was partially solved
by having somebody with
free hands to operate it
whilst we were driving.

Luckily for us, that was
the last peice of trouble
that we encountered min-
bus wise..unfortunatley the
badminton troubles weren’t
as easily solved as the
badminton report will
explain
Conclusion
The Union Sabbaticals
made a total mess of this
duty. Indeed, Quentin F
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