College Secretary grabs Union rooms.

IC Union will lose control of the
Lounge and the Botany-
Zoology common room if plans
proposed by the College
administration go ahead. On
Monday, ICU Council called
upon President, Carl Burgess to
act immediately to try and
prevent the loss of the rooms.
Mr Burgess has written to
College Secretary, John Smith,
stressing that the proposals do
not have Union approval and
asking that the takeover of the
Union Bar be halted until the
details are agreed by Council.
He has also written to the
Rector, Professor Ash,
explaining the situation in detail
and asking for a meeting to
discuss the matter.

The proposals were revealed
in a letter from Mr Smith which
Mr Burgess received last Friday.
Mr Smith is aiming to convert
the Lounge and the Bot-Zoo
common room into lecture
theatres for the Biology
Department. The Lounge would
still be available as a club
meeting room but not for
parties and discos.

On Monday afternoon Mr
Burgess attended a pre-
arranged meeting with Mr
Smith, College Financial
Secretary, Brian Lloyd-Davies,
and Assistant Secretary,
Michael Arthur. Union Deputy
President, Dave Kingston,
Internal Services Chairman,
Alan Rose, External Affairs
Officer, Grenville Manuel, and
Welfare Officer, Pete Wilson
were also present. The transfer
of Union rooms, as described in
Mr Smith’s letter, was
discussed. The Union officers
later expressed their
dissatisfaction over how Mr
Smith had presented the plans.
Mr Burgess told FELIX that the
College Secretary was treating
the proposals in his letter as
matters which had already been
decided. Mr Burgess had
assumed that the letter was a
discussion document only.

Union Council reacted angrily
to news of Mr Smith’s scheme
when it met on Monday
evening. A motion proposed by
Academic Affairs officer J
Martin Taylor and ammended
by ex-ICU President Steve
Goulder was passed without
opposition. The motion
instructs the President to make

clear to the College authorities
that any agreement between
Union officers and College
which affects Union
management and/or finances
cannot take effect without the
approval of Council. Mr Burgess
is also instructed to reject any
attempt to impose new
arrangements for the control of
the Union building, and to
request that the plans for the
takeover of the Union bar are
not brought before the
Governing Body until Council
has approved the details.

The Council meeting
lasted for more than
four-and-a-half hours. Mr
Burgess withdrew his original
written report after several
Council members had criticised
it for dealing with trivial matters

Smith Strikes

rather than the Union’'s
response to the proposals for
the Union building. He then
reported verbally on his meeting
with Mr Smith. He told Council
that Mr Smith had said that the
changes had already been
agreed upon at a meeting of the
Rector’s policy committee.
There had been no formal
consultation with the Union
over the rooms however. SCAB
chairman Nick Shackley
commented that such decisions
made complete nonsense of the
discussion between Mr Smith
and last year's ICU President
lan Bull. Mr Bull had been given
a verbal agreement that the
Lounge would remain under
Union control, but had not

continued back page...

It's A Fair Cop

iy

Guilds Hit Squad have branched out from armed assasinations into
caped kidnapping. In a daring stunt at midday yesterday, the
masked marauders captured P C Andy Nimmons, the local beat
policeman and held him for ransom. PC Nimmons was taken to
Gerald Road Police Station by Guilds Vice President Symon Corns,
but at this stage the plan backfired. Mr Corns was cautioned by
Superintendant Everson and handcuffed. He was then led around
the station with a collecting pot and forced to accept money by
everyone he saw. The total raised was £16.91. Mr Corns increased
the total to £17.91 by donating £1 himself before he was released.
The money has been donated to Rag.
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Unlon Lounge

The Department of Pure
and Applied Biology first
expressed an interest in
taking over the Lounge at
the end of last year. They
claimed that they had
insufficient laboratory
space. At that time lan Bull,
who was then President,
objected strongly because,
in his view, the Lounge was
needed as it was the best
area for parties and bands.
At the time, lan attempted
to get College to agree that
the whole of the north side
of Beit should come under
Union control. College
agreed verbally that this
was a good idea.
Unfortunately, they failed
to agree to this in writing.
Now College have decided
that they can make money
by moving part of the
Biology department from
Silwood to South

* Kensington. As a result

they need the Lounge to
make extra space for the
department by converting
the Lounge into lecture
theatres.so that other
lecture theatres can be
converted into labs. All the
promises about keeping the
Union free for the Union
have been forgotten.

lan Bull was right when
he said that the Lounge
was the only room suitable
for parties. It is the only
room that is the right size
and decor for parties (ie
isn't like the JCR which
reminds one of an airport
departure lounge) which
isn’t near enough to
residents to attract
complaints about noise (the
New Year Party attracted
complaints from residents
who could hear the concert
hall). College don’t need
the number of lecture
theatres they have at
present. The UGC have
reported that the College
has too many lecture
theatres. College should
remember that students
need a social life.

Unfortunately, College
seem to have link the
takeover of the Union Bar
to the Lounge. They seem
to think that we should
swap the lounge for the
Bar. Without the Lounge
we risk losing a large
amount of money on the
Bar. Many of the events
that make the most money
for the Bar are the parties
that we can't hold without »
the Lounge.

The policy that Union
Council adopted on
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Monday attempts to treat
the Bar and the Lounge as
seperate issues. The Bar
and the Lounge are
seperate issues. The Union
needs the Lounge. It has
had control of the Lounge.
To have it taken could ruin
much fo the good work
done by Ents. The Union
should have control of the
Bar. The Union Bar is a
student bar and as such it
should be run by students
for students.

Sixth formers are
becoming choosy about
where to go to college. The
Rector is particularly
worried about how the
quality of applicants is
dropping. One factor that
sixth formers are starting to
look at is the quality of the
social life. Isn't it possible

" that conversion of the

Lounge into a lecture
theatre and subsequent
worsening of the social life
will reduce the quality of
applicants to IC further.
Hopefully, the new Rector,
Prof Ash, will realise that
his administrators are
making a mistake when
they advise him to support
Biology’s takeover of the
Lounge

STOIC

In this issue there are
several references to an all
night programme to
broadcast on STOIC.
Unfortunately, this will no
longér take place. The
Electrical Engineering
Department have refused to
allow them to broadcast it.
This programme had the
support of the TV studio
needed. A bureaucrat who
needed to do nothing more
than sign a piece of paper
ruined STOIC’s chance to
improve their image.

Last Week

Last week’s FELIX certainly
seemed to have stirred
people up. Firstly an
appology, | accept that
Dave Kingston did not lose
the hall bills as stated in
Below the Belt. |
appologise for any damage
this has done. Secondly I'd
like to point out that the
person shown being
arrested on page 4 did not
gate crash the party. Finally
I'd like to say that Carl

Burgess and Dave Kingston -

both say that Carl was not
pissed when he meet John
Smith last week. The three
senior officers who claimed
he was pissed still say he
was. | leave it to you to
decide.

Photo Competition

FELIX and Photosoc are
running a photographic
competition. Please submit
portfolios of prints to the
FELIX office by the end of
term. The winning entries
will be printed in FELIX.

Credits

Many thanks to Tony
Churchill, Rosemary
Hosking, D Matthew Jones,
Bill Goodwin, Richard
Smith, Andy Vickers, Sunny
Bains, Richard Ellis, Sarah
Kirk, lan Thomas, Chris the
photographer (sorry |

forgot your surname), Chris
Edwards, Tracey (sorry
again), Jane Spiegel,
Kamala Sen, Jim Clayton, J
Martin Taylor, Debbie
Wilkes, Mark Cottle, Nige
‘Slim Jim’ Atkinson, Grenvil
Manuel, Dan the cartoonist,
Paul Basham and everyone
I've forgotten. Special
thanks to all the people
who collated at 6am and to
Tony for making sure you
got a FELIX last Friday
morning. Also special
thanks to those who didn’t
boo our Smoking Concert
sketch. Sorry it was awful.
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Kingston Defended

Dear Sir,

| fully realise that ‘Below
the Belt' is meant as a
light-hearted article to be
taken with a large pinch of
salt but when, as in last
Friday’s edition, an item is
totally inaccurate and if not
refuted could be potentially
damaging, then the record
must be set straight.

The truth is that Dave
Kingston could never have
‘lost’ the sabbatical
residence bills as they have
been in my possession ever
since arriving inXhe Union
Office. In fact, Dave took
great care when checking
the bills and found certain
revisions were required
before he was prepared to
authorise payment. All
parties concerned were
aware of the situation, had
it well in hand and at no
time whatsover was the
Union in danger of being
liable for the £15 late
payment charge.

| have no idea who
Ratfink is but I should be
grateful if you would
ensure that, in future,
he/she/they check stories
more thoroughly. Once

erroneous information gets

into print, the damage has
been done.

Sincerely,

Jen

Union Administrator

Holy Pork Meat,
Batman

Dear Sir,
I wish to make a strong
protest about seriously

misleading information
which appeared on the
Southside menu on Oct
31st. On entering the
refectory that evening |
noticed a dish featuring Bat
meat. Believing this to be a
local delicacy | decided to
try some. Only after eating
several mouthfuls did |
discover that | was in fact
eating Pork. My religious
beliefs now compell me to
beat my head against a wall
ten times each day before
breakfast, for a period of
one lunar month, in
penance of this act. This is
not a good thing | can tell
you!

Yours devoutly

Carl Mottke

Perverse Pose

Dear Hugh,

With reference to the letter
from Oliver Smart in last
weeks FELIX. Mr Smart will
be pleased to know that the
picture on the poster in
question does not in fact
show a man being
suspended from his wrists
(which apparently leads to
death after an hour due to
asphixiation), but a man on
a rack, which | am assured
is much less painfull.

As to the source of the
picture, | was unable to
persuade members of the
Guilds exec to pose, so |
resorted to copying it from
an infamous source of
pervertion and torture. An
advert for an investment
trust on the financial pages
of the Daily Telegraph.
Yours
Richard Davis
Publicity Officer
City and Guilds Union

Union Health Warning:
Humour can seriously
damage your health

Friday 15‘November

FELIX







