
Another Barman
Bites The Dust

Union barman Tony McVey was

sacked by refectory manager

Rob Northey on Monday, after

the bar failed to open on

Saturday night. Mr McVey’s

dismissal comes only four

weeks after the controversial

resignations of former bar

manager Doug Armstrong and

barman Brian Ellison.

Mr McVey did not arrive to

open the Union bar on Saturday

evening, and the casual staff

were unable to contact either

Mr Northey, who was away for

the weekend, or barman Dave

Brennan, each of whom has a

set of keys. The bar remained

closed all evening and both the

staff and the weekend

customers went over to

Southside bar. The bar was

open as usual on Sunday.

Mr McVey had been working

at IC for only five weeks when

he was transfered to the Union

bar from a job in the refectories.

When he made the

appointment, Mr Northey was

confident that Mr McVey had

the necessary experience to run

a bar. He told FELIX on

Tuesday that he would not be

appointing a replacment bar

manager, since the future of the

bar was still uncertain owing to

the plans for a Union takeover.

He felt that it would be unfair to

make a new apppointment when

control of the bar might very

shortly be changing hands, and

added that for the moment the

bar would be run on a day to

day basis.

Mr McVey is now working ina

pub in Woolwich, where he was

contacted by FELIX on

Wednesday evening. He said

that he was unable to open the

Union bar on Saturday night as

he was ill with a form of food

poisoning. He had asked a

friend to try and contact Mr

Northey or assistant refectory

manager Martin Parsons on his

behalf but he had been unable

to do so. Mr McVey denied the

suggestion that he had been

offered his present job last

week. He said that he had rung

the pub on Monday, following

his dismissal, and had been

offered the job from that

evening. He declined to make

any comment on Mr Northey’s

running of the bars.

Mr Northey said on Thursday

that he had taken ‘everything

into consideration’ when

making the decision to dismiss

Mr McVey, but feit that more

effort could have been made to

get the keys to the bar.

Mr Northey stood by his

original decision to appoint a

barman from the refectory staff,

rather than to advertise the

vacancy. He said that it was far

better to give the job to

someone he knew, particularly

in view of the short term nature

of the appointment. He admitted

that he had been more aware of

the possibility of a Union

takeover of the Bar than he had

been prepared to admit at the

time.

Going

Underground

City and Guilds Union held a

UGM with a difference on

Monday afternoon. Due to an

error over room bookings Mech

Eng 220 was not available, so

the meeting was held on the

London Underground. Guilds

President Roger Preece opened

the meeting on the westbound

platform of South Kensington

Station with his own report.

After the first adjournment, the

remaining reports were read,

but not necessarily heard, on

the second carriage of a circle

line tube. Elections for various

posts were then held before the

second adjournment at Baker

Street. Despite frequent appeals

over the station tannoy sytem,

the meeting continued on the

platform with the remaining

elections, and closed with a

resounding ‘Boomalaka’.

A Walk In The Park

Sixty IC students took part in

the Campaign for Nuclear

Disarmament demonstration last

Saturday. The ‘Rally for the

Human Race’, attended by

around 100,000 people, was the

largest CND demonstration in

London for two years. ICCND

took the chance to publicise the

arrival of SDI ‘Star Wars’

research at Imperial College. IC

Socialist Society and members

of Imperial’s trade union

branches were also on the

march.

The demonstration began

with a circular march from Hyde
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Park, taking in both the US and

Soviet embassies. The marchers

took part in a four minute ‘die-

in’ and a four minute sit-down

protest along the way. On

completing the route, protesters

formed a giant CND symbol in

the park.

The success of the

demonstration will be seen as a

boost to CND, both nationally

and at college level. After a year

in the shadow of other popular

movements such as Live Aid,

the debate on SDI is bringing

the nuclear issue back into the

public eye.
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A Confession?

Dear Hugh,

| am forced to agree with

Mr Jones, and admit | am a

hypocrite. Not because of

my sometimes terrible

sexist attitudes—attitudes

that | have grown up with

but would never defend,

justify or exhort; attitudes

that | strive to change.

My hypocrisy lies in the

fact that |, along with Mr

Jones, am a member of a

Union that condemns

pornography and RSMU,

yet does not act; a Union

that at fine occasions such

as Commemoration Day

dons an air of

respectability, a false

polished sheen hiding an

infantile, violently

prejudiced and sexist

organisation.

That these ‘fine’ RSMU

graduates, resplendant in

their gowns, should honour

such great men as T H

Huxley, and uphold ‘the

study of science for

science’s sake’, is, in my

opinion, true, sickening

hypocrisy. Students like the

Hon Pornographer, and

other supporters of archaic

sexist traditions, each year

insult my College.

| am proud to be a

student at IC, but | am not

proud to being a party to

the hypocrisy of its

students and Union. We are

all guility of hypocrisy.

Joint responsibilty means

that we, members of ICU,

must be accountable for

this hypocrisy, even though

- jt stems from a minority.

_ | hope Mr Jones, and ai:

- of you, will join me and

- many others in criticising

- ourselves and doing

something about it.

- Yours sincerely

_ Michael P Newman

Editors Note: I’m quite keen

to keep discussion going

on any subject. FELIX

should be open to anyone

who has an opinion to

express. | feel, though, that

the correspondence on

Michael Newman, Mike

Jones etc has gone on long

enough. No more

correspondence will be

printed on this subject

unless it is excessively

witty or interesting

Good Bye

Sir,

Having lived in the

Fremantle Hotel between

Sept 84 and July 85 | feel

your article last week under

the headline ‘Good

Riddance’ was a gross

misrepresentation of the

facts, and did not do justice

to the community spirit

which developed amongst

the residents there.

Whilst it is true that

structurely the building was

in a poor state of repair,

this was entirely due to a

recalcitrant owner against

whose lack of concern, the

residents, warden and

College had continually to

struggle in order to get

even the most urgent

repairs done.

Nevertheless, due entirely

to the good sense,

determination and good

humour of the residents

(particularly the first years

and re-apps) the Fremantle

enjoyed one of the most

active social lives of any of

the Imperial College

residences, and certainly

provided myself and many

others with their most

pleasant memories of life at

Imperial College.

Therefore, it must be said

that many of the people

who actually lived in the

Hote! will greet the news of.

it burning down with very

mixed feelings, and it is

also true that in terms of an

enjoyable social

atmosphere, in my five

years at IC | have never

been in a residence to

compare with it.

Yours sincerely

Ray Jones

Subwarden

Fremantle Hotel

White Noise

Dear Mr Southey,

My first impression of IC

Radio was that it provided

a useful and informative

service to the students of

the college, playing a wide

variety of popular music.

However, this cannot be

said of the programme |

heard on Wednesday night.

On returning from the

Southside Bar, | tuned to

IC Radio, as many students

do at that time of night and

was subjected to idiotic

banter, stupid jokes

(including something about

a competition where the

prize was ‘a night of

passion with Madonna’)

and too much so-called

‘alternative’ music. The

presenters obviously did

not approach the job with

the same sense of

responsibility as do other

IC Radio presenters.

So this Wednesday night,

if the ‘William and Paul’

ishow (original name isn't

it?) occupies the late slot

then | for one will be

having an early night.

Yours sincerely

S P White.

Phantom Fight

Dear Hugh,

| was fascinated to hear of

the antics of the ‘Phantom

Soaker (FELIX, 25th

October 1985), but was

disturbed by Mr Reeves’

concern about the

Phantom’s health.

| feel sure that despite a

non-conformist attitude of

the rewards due to so-

called ‘snobby nosed

swots’, this anonymous

aquaphile is quite sane.

After three weeks, totting

up in excess of a

phenomenal 30 soakings,

the Phantom’s true identity

is still unknown. This fact

proves that he has an

unnatural skill in the art of

camouflage. His attacks on

noted academics and

respected staff show that

ihe has nerves of steel and

a constitution comparable

to that of renowned

deviants.

If my deductions of the

Phantom’s character are

accurate,! believe that

he/she will accept this

challenge;

1, Andrew Vickers,

challenge the ‘Phantom

Soaker’ to a water-fight in

the Round Pond (Hyde

Park), at a time of his/her

choice. Weapons are water

pistols, buckets or plastic

carrier bags.

| look forward to hearing

from Imperial College’s

own notorious fiend

through your newspaper.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew Vickers

Yes To Indsoc

Sir,

Designed to cause

controversy or designed to

fill space? Surely you could

have spared us the drivel

contained in Steve

Marshall's article last week.

To say that it was short on

rational argument would be

charitable (though | admit

that it made up for this in

pure abuse!). | joined the

Industrial Society a couple

of weeks ago and I’m still

trying to find something

sinister about it. | for one

find the real problems that

industry faces a lot more

interesting than those

contrived for us in College.

To suggest that it is

wrong to want to know

more about the

opportunities available after

college is obviously

ridiculous—surely most

people want to look at a

number of other

universities before picking

‘Imperial College—was that

wrong?

~The continuing health of

a company is, in part, due

ito attracting appropriate

inew employees—does Mr

‘Marshall really deprecate

the small cost that may be

incurred in entertaining to

achieve this? The

continuing health of

iBritain’s industry is

‘important, if only so that

‘the wealth of taxes

‘generated are sufficient to

support those who ‘choose

‘lother more aesthetic things

‘in life’. Perhaps Mr Marshall

is biting the hand that

feeds..?

IC students have a right

to know what goes on in

ithe outside world. They

have the intelligence to

make up their minds for

themselves. Any attempt to

repress this right by the

‘Union, due to the prejudice

‘of a small number of hacks

‘who happen to have

‘influence in the hierarchy

would be an act unworthy

of a free, democratic

organisation.

Yours,

Trevor Power

Mech Eng 2
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Home News

Dear Hugh,

Over the past two weeks |

have read, with no great

surprise, your stories about

the troubles Selkirk and

Tizard are suffering as a

result of modification to

Southside. | was a resident

in Tizard Hall for two years,

one as a re-app, and served

on the Hall Committe for

most of that time. It was

therefore with some

surprise that | learnt of the

forthcoming work over the

summer. No mention of this

had been made in hall

committee meetings. There

: was no consuitation on the

subject, no chance to air

the views of the people

| who actually live there, not

even formal notification

before the end of term. The

first any Tizard Hall official

knew (warden included, i

believe) was when the

assistant subwarden got

back from holiday and was

told by tne housekeeper

that ‘work starts in two

weeks!

Being somewhat

concerned about this rather

unsatisfactory siate of

affairs, | went and spoke to

Dave Kingston and Carl

Burgess during the

- holidays to find out if the

‘rumours | had heard were

true. Unfortunately they

were. The plans seemed t)

have been slipped throug).

in the interregnum period

as last year’s exec moved

out and this year’s moved

in. The current exec was

apparently told what was

happening, saw no reason

to complain or even to tell

the Southside people what

was going on, and

continued merrily on their

way. They didn't even seem

to accept that a different

plan was possible, though

now Carl seems to accept

not only the possiblity but

the need for ‘different

plans’.

They even had the gall to

suggest that the ICU exec |}

knew more about what

living in Southside is about |

than the hall committees.

Come on, you people

were elected by us to

represent us not to help the |

Managing Surveyor |

(Residences) in trying to

push through plans that

will wreck hall social life

(which might have been the

idea in the first place). The

hall committee wouidn’t

have had to produce a

petition if you'd done your

job properly.

Yours annoyedly

Dave Clements

Physics 3 |

Arts

Dear Editor,

Whiist | appreciate your

inclusion of arts reviews in

FELIX, can | draw your

attention to the lack of vital

information in the ‘Bloody

Funny’ review. There was

no mention of where the

show was playing, not even

the title of Ms Ingleton’s

comedy. Wishing to share

the joke | managed to

discover that it was at the

iCA until Saturday 19

October and it was entitled

‘Strip Jack Naked’.

Let's hope this attempt to

promote culture in IC

continues, but that reviews

are more helpful in future.

Yours disappointedly

Marion Cook

Mat Tech 2

Editors Note: | must

apologise. | attempt to

ensure that all reviews have

all the relevant information.

Unfortunately I’m not

perfect. If anyone wants to

help with proof reading

they will be more than

welcome in the FELIX

office.

Politics

Dear Sir,

| should like to reply to S

Dunlop’s letter of last week

concerning Southern

Africa.

The African National

Congress (ANC) is a

communist front

organisation in South

Africa aided by military

links with the PLO and

SWAPO, with the aim of

overthrowing, by violent

and bloody means, the

government of S Africa.

Gromyko, in his recent

publications on S Africa

nas frequently

congratulated the ‘fine

work’ done by the ANC and

clearly sets out how to use

‘military force’ so that when

in power they can demand

a ‘monopoly of power’ ie

dictatorship. Recent

evidence has shown the

ANC seek power not peace,

domination not freedom.

We must work toward

change in the present

system not by violent

struggle but through

democratic processes. That

is what | believe State

President Botha is trying to

achieve and why | support

his measures of reform.

Graham Brown

Great Bores of

Today

Dear Hugh,

At the risk of becoming

known as ‘notorious

college bore’ Mike Jones

here’s another letter for

vou—maybe if you think it

merits a full page article

please go ahead and

publish! What follows is the

eniire text of a letter written

to me personally from

notorious college bore

Mike Newman pilus my

comments and replies. As

you will see | have

obviously stirred up a bit of

2 hornet’s nest inside Mr

Newman’s mind.

Dear Mike Jones,

Having read your letter |

was very confused. Firstly

your original letter was ari

attack on me not my

arguments. | felt the tone of

this first letter and

presumably the reasons for

writing it, were not those of

someone condemning

RSMU and its support of

events showing hard-core

pornography. | have no

idea what your views are

on nuclear warfare, human

rights, sexism and porn, all

! know is your letter

attempted to question my

sincerity over all these

issues. If aS you Say in your

second letter you hold

similar ideals to me it

appears you are not willing

to act on them, and indeed

would rather attack people

‘yho are doing something.

As | say in my second

letter it is the way that

-hose people are going

about doing something that

quite frankly gets on my

tits rather than the ideals

concerned—more about my

method at a future

date—groans of boredom

from the silent majority at

iC. Back to M Newman’s

letter.

Your whole ignorance on

the matter of the issue you

write about is unbelievable.

An ‘anti-porn’ moiion was

put to an!C UGM in 1983-

34, RSMU cleverly

prevented it being debated

at the first UGM (does

anyone else remember the

amendment trump card!).

At the next one it was

debated for the first time,

and was passed despite the

futile efforts of Chris

Crownshaw exhibiting his

usual respect for

democracy by walking out

trying to create inquoracy.

Indeed it was quite 2 sight

these chickens running!

Presumably you wouid

have enjoyed it as much as

me as we hold similar

ideals. (cont on page 94)
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