
Whose Baris

it Anyway?
College Secretary John Smith

has agreed to discuss plans for

the Union to take control of the

Union Bar, following a meeting

with Union President Carl

Burgess on Monday. Mr Smith

and Mr Burgess will each be

investigating the feasibility of a

takeover and will report to

House Committee on November

6

Feelings have been running

high all week as a result of the

seven day bar boycott which

was imposed at the last UGM.

Mr Smith commented to FELIX

that the issue had become

rather immotive. Conflicting

stories have been circulating

about the prospects of the

Union Bar coming under the

Union’s control. On Monday

evening Mr Burgess was

confident that the Union would

soon be taking over the bar.By

Tuesday afternoon he was more

cautious and was only prepared

to say that plans were ‘in hand’.

Mr Burgess told FELIX that

the boycott was not intended as

a move to bring the bar under

Union control. The boycott, he

said, was simply a

demonstration of dissatisfaction

with the way the bars were

being run by refectory manager

Rob Northey. Mr Burgess

stressed that he had made this

point clear to Mr Smith.

Mr Smith wrote a letter to Mr

Burgess on Tuesday outlining

the position for possible

negotiations. He told FELIX on

Friday that the control of the

Union Bar should be discussed

in a ‘wider context’, and that

there was a considerable

amount of preliminary work to

be done. He said that there

were several matters of

significance which had been

‘left unresolved’ and referred to

his discussions with last year’s

Union Executive about the

control of rooms in the Union

Building. He denied that the

Union would necessarily face a

substantial cut in its subvention

from College if control of the

bar was transferred. He added,

however, that matters such as

the maintenance and upkeep of

the Union building would also

enter into any discussions of

plans for the whole of the Union

Building. He said that he was

keen to clear up the very vague

position of who had control of

the building. He was particularly

keen to see that better use was

made of some rooms, such as

the kitchens behind the Union

Lounge.

Mr Burgess was also keen to

point out that there was a large

amount of investigation work to

be done before proposals could

be submitted. He said that he

would like to see the whole of

the north side of the Union

Building under Union control.

The bar boycott appears to

have been very succesful with

only a very small number of

students choosing to drink in

College bars. Southside bar has

had no more than twenty

The Union Bar on Wednesday night

customers on any evening, most

of whom have been non-

students or workmen. The

Union bar was entirely empty

for most of Wednesday night,

usually one of the busiest

evenings of the week. Refectory

manger Rob Northey and

Southside Bar manager Roger

Pownell both complimented

Carl Burgess and the students

on a very effective boycott. Mr

Burgess said that there was no

need for further action after the

end of the week, as the students

had successfully made their

feelings known.

Southside Shuffle
Southside residents are

complaining about

modifications to the kitchen

facilities. Work is already in

progress to convert one

bedroom on each staircase into

a kitchen, and the present

kitchen and laundry room on

the gallery level of each hall

into bedrooms.

The current plan is opposed

by both the Tizard and Selkirk

Hall Committees; at present

both are made up entirely of

second and third year re-apps.

They feel that the changes

wouid ‘considerably

inconvenience’ students with

bedrooms on the gallery level,

who would have to put up with

noise from the frequent social

gatherings there. The

committees feel also that

staircase kitchens would prove

‘smelly’ and ‘noisy’ serving only

to shift the social focus away

from the gallery and into the

staircase. Furthermore

disruption would be caused by

the construction work involved.

An alternative has been

suggested by the Selkirk

committee. This is to expand

the existing kitchen facilities,

replacing the lockers and tables

with extra cookers. The lockers

and tables would be placed in

the now ex-laundry room, along

with the staircase fridges. It is

intended by the committee that

the drying room in the ex-

laundry be retained, and they

will be pressing for the central

laundry to be expanded.

IC Union and the Student

Residence Committee are in

favour of staircase kitchens. J

Martin Taylor, one of last year’s

student representatives on the

SRC pointed out that the

problems were discussed by the

SRC in May and it was decided

that the advantages of the

proposals now being

implimented outweighted any

disadvantages.
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Dear Sir,

The Life Science Party has

become a traditional part of

freshers week. It is always

widely attended by a large

number of students in the

hope that they will be able

to benefit from a party with

a better mix of the sexes.

On Tuesday evening

around 11.30pm whilst

walking along the walkway

| came across a number of

' people coming away from

the party obviously rather

unhappy with the evenings

entertainment.

| went along to see what

was happening. | was

horrified to find out what

the Life Science party

consisted of. The amount

of organisation that had

gone into the party was

_ minimal. The disco was the

‘ worst, I’ve ever seen. Poor

sound quality and

» continuous ‘alternative’

music without much variety

didn’t make dancing very

. easy. Some effort had been

' made to create some

atmosphere by having four

spot lights on the ceiling.

This was beautifully

complemented by eight

flashing coloured lights to

really finish off the affect.

No expense spared!

Then of course a cash

bar which closed promply

at 11.00pm without anyone

realising it. All this

provided for £2 a head.

On a very rough

calculation these were

probably 300 people

attending bringing in £600.

If the disco and lights had

cost £50 it would have been

extortionate. This still gives

a clear profit of £500

allowing for another £50 for

misc expenses.

It cannot be right for a

group of students to make

so much money from an

event that they do not take

trouble to organise

properly.

| suggest that in future

years, the Life Science

party is not promoted as a

freshers week events.

Roger Preece

President C&G

FSLN vs FCS

Sir,

Forgive me for returning

once more to a subject

upon which | am already a

notorious bore; that of

Nicaragua. Many students

’ will have seen at Freshers’

Fair a poster on the

Conservative Society stall

reading ‘Support the

Contras with FCS’, a poster

which popular objections

later induced them to

cover. Lest the support of a

major political party should

lend respectability to their

cause, let’s be clear about

the contras: These guerrilla

organisations are

attempting the armed

overthrow of a popular and

democratically-elected

government. The elections

of November 1984 which

returned the Sandinista

Front to power were the

most freely-conducted ever

seen in Nicaragua, and

were approved by an all-

party group of British MP’S

and Lords, including the

Conservative David Ashby.

The Tory government,

however, which chose not

to send its own Official

observers, have decided in

advance that the elections

would be a ‘Soviet-style

sham’ (Reagan’s words),

now claims to know

enough about those

elections to support

violence overthrow of th

resulting authorities in

Poster Protest

Dear Carl,

This is an official , written

complaint. Firstly | wish to

complain about the

tasteless, insulting and

offending posters IC

Conservative Society

desplayed at their Fresher’s

Fair stall. Thses included

one that said ‘Hiroshima

was a nuclear free zone’,

another supported the

Contras, others deprected

Arthur Scargill as a fascist,

Ken Livingstone as a

terrorist and compared

socialism with fascism. As

a socialist and peace

campaigner | find these

grossly insulting, and

appear to be aimed simply

to incite anger and

violence. They do not put

over Consoc’s political

aims or views, then simply

insult and smear their

opponents. If these posters

were against a particular

religion, or race, or sex |

am sure you and your

eTthrsS

favour of a return of the

late dictator Somoza’s

private army.

Bearing in mind the

brave words of Mrs

Thatcher regarding

terrorists, which the

Contras are, and her

reluctance even to deny

trade to the murderous

regime in South Africa,

how can Conservative

support for the Contras be

consistent with government

policy, let alone justified?.

Suffice it to say that even

the Tories are somewhat

shamefaced about the

matters: knowing that it

would be publicly

unacceptable openly to

block aid to Nicaragua,

they sought to ‘delay’ it on

technicalities, as a leak to

the Guardian revealed.

Even the FCS Death-and

Glory boys at Freshers’ Fair

quibbled when challenged,

saying that IC Consoc has

no policy of its own

regarding Nicaragua..

Yours (in full flow)

Peter Hobbis

Chair, |C Soc Soc

Exec would act. | am

asking you to treat this

matter the same . To

reprimand Consoc and not

to allow them to put any of

the offending posters up

around College. If you

require to be ‘picketed’

into action | can collect

twenty signatures of

protest. | might add that no

other political stall,

including CND displayed

any insulting or tasteless

posters.

My second complaint is

that during the Tuesday of

Fresher Fair someone took

down all |CCND’s posters

along the walkway, by

Mech Eng and in Sherfield.

These were not offensive,

simply advertising our stall

and had a picture of a

skeleton reading ‘protest

and survive’, the slogan

being ‘don’t you wish you

were better informed’. Our

posters were selectively

taken down, others being

left. This is a very serious

matter to us, as we depend

upon our publicity posters

and pay for them, apart

from the effort to put them

up. Last year when this

happened to another

society the President spoke

sharply and angerily toa

UGM about the need to

respect the posters of

societies in College. If

people continue to take

down our posters it will get

out of hand and | would

like you to do something

about it now.

Thank you

yours sincerely

Michael Newman

Newman Protest

Dear Sir,

Thank you for publishing

that delightful piece of

prose from Michael

Newman last week. I’m glad

to see that Michael's

eloquence and intelligence

have not been dimmed by

his recent ‘absence’ from

the College scene.

| am sure that all this years

Freshmen will have been

impressed by Michael

Newmans concern over

Human Rights, Nuclear and

Biological Warfare and

sexism which is no doubt

the first offensive in his

‘Winter Campaign’ for

morality which those of us

who have been at IC for

some time have been

subjected to several times

before. | wonder how long

after the publication of his

article it will be before the

first UGM motion on these

issues appears?

| would just like to point

out to all the people who

are not familiar with such

‘classic IC debates’ that

they consider and Analyse

very carefully what Michael

Newman has to say before

coming to any conclusion

about just how righteous

he really is. As an example,

Mister Newman is on

written record in a past

issue of FELIX that he

counts himself as one of

those members of the

population who

masturbates over

pornographic magazines.

When | read that sort of

hypocrisy | wonder how

sincere he is about the

other issues he raises.

| am looking forward to

some entertaining UGM's.

Yours sincerely

Michael Jones

Mining Geology PG

A Joke

Dear Editor,

How may Imperial College

Union Executive

Sabbaticals does it take to

change a lightbulb?

Four.

Robert MacRae

Beit Hall

Friday 11 October FELIX



Spelling Mistak

Dear Sir,

It is a popular myth that

scientists cannot spell, and

it must be said that your

organ does little to set the

matter to rights but | was

particuarly moved to write

to after seeing the entry in

the freshers’ FELIX

concerning Film Night on

Thursday 3 October. While

| must agree with your

critic that any film with the

star of Tess in it is worth

going to see, | must point

out that the young lady’s

name is Nastassja Kinski

and not Natasha, Nastassia

or any other such similar

approximation, | can assure

you that | have this

information on the very

best possible authority!

Yours etc

P A Fernandex

Physics 3

Rowing Retail

Dear Sir,

With regard to the article

entitled ‘Boat Bonanza’ in

the Frshers edition, |

noticed an error of some

article stated that the ne

eight for the Boat Club

would cost the union abou:

eight thousand pounds. In

fact, after the Boat Club

won the Visitors’ Challenge

Cup at Henley Royal

Regatta, an event open to

any academic institution in

the world, produced the

fastest novice eight in the

country, and finished the

season with a record fifty

victories (three times that

of any other university or

college boat club), College

offered to buy a much

needed eight in

conjunction with the Union.

The sum paid by the Union

was three thousand |

‘unds, not eight, and

~ollege settled the rest of

the five and a half thousand

pound bill.

Having set the record

straight, | would like to add

that this year Imperial

College’s reputation in the

rowing world has attracted

the sort of oarsmen which

could make the club the

most sucessful rowing club

in the Country. This would

not be possible without this

new eight, which we at the

Boat Club are very grateful

for.

Yours faithfully

Guy Pooley

Captain IC Rowing Club

five thousand pounds. the
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Union Bar

Firstly let me congratulate

Carl Burgess on apparently

getting College ina

position where they are

prepared to negoitiate

about giving students

control of The Union Bar.

One has to ask, though,

whether this is the time for

the Union to take control of

the bar. Apparently the

Union are being offered the

bar in exchange for the

Lounge. The Lounge is

argueably the best venue

for parties in College. The

only problem with it is that

it is rather small. In

addition the Union has

been arguing for years that

the north side of Beit

should be Union controlled.

To give up part of the north

side would be a bad

mistakes. The Life Sciences

Division has been keen to

take over parts of the

Union for years. If they

were given the Lounge they

would try to claim other

parts of the Union.

If College eventually offer

the Union the Union Bar

without any conditions

attached, it must think

carefully before deciding to

run the Bar. Nobody in the

Union has given much

thought to how the Union

would then manage its

trading outlets. The Union

would almost certainly

need a full time Trading

Manager. This would cost

the Union £10,000 a year.

This would be in addition

to a Bar Manager and a

Catering Manager. The

management structure

would need to be changed

in other ways. Basically we

would have to become

more professional. The

Union is capable of running

a bar. It just needs to think

about it how it should run

the Bar.

Student and Graduate

Financial Planning Division

This company are

wandering around the

place trying to rip you off

selling you cowboy

insurance policies. Don’t

buy one of their policies.

They have been banned

from the halls and houses.

If you see their selesmen

wandering around get your

warden to throw them out.

FELIX

FELIX welcomes opinion

articles and feature articles

on any subject. If you want

to express a view on any

subject or write a feature

on something just come to

the Office with the article

and we will try to publish it

If you want to write a letter

to FELIX, submit a small ad

or advertisement in the

small ads, please drop your

letter/advert to the FELIX

office before 1.30 Monday.

Credits

Unfortunately Tony has

been ill this has mean't that

some people have had to

work really hard. Special

thanks to Steve and Mark

Hunter for making sure this

weeks issue was printed. In

addition thanks to John

Burgess, Joe Claydon, Jon

Coupe, Sarah Kirk, Nick

Shackley, Don the

Cartoonist, whose surname

I’ve forgotten, Debbie

Wilkes, Mark Cottle,

Andrew Vickers, J Martin,

Mike Stone, Tracy, Judith

Hackney, Nige Atkinson,

Dave Jones, all the

Collators, Rosemary

Hosking, Brian Morrison,

Grenvil Manuel, Russel

Cox, Chris Edwards and

everyone who turned up to

an introductory session.

Congratulations Little and Large!
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