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Welcome
Welcome to Imperial

' College. If you’re a new

' student, you’re probably

feeling a little

apprehensive. Don’t worry.

_ Many of the students that

you see today are in the

same position as you. As

soon as you get to know a

few of them life will seem a

lot better. Don’t be afraid of

talking to somebody you

don’t know. They will be

looking for new friends as

well. Go to the introductory

events of as many clubs as

you can. Even if you don’t

continue as an active

member when academic

work starts, you'll have

made friends-by joining in.

Go to all the parties. Don’t

worry about making a fool

of yourself by joining in.

Next week you will have to

start work. Don’t be stupid

~ and fail your exams by not

doing any work. Make sure,

though, that you don’t get

so wrapped up in work that

you find you haven't got a

social life.

| apologise for giving you

all this advice that may

sound very patronising. |

know people have been

telling you the do’s and

don'ts of University life for

weeks. Enjoy Freshers’

Week and forget all your

mother’s instructions about

phoning every day and

getting to bed before

eleven.

Welcome back and have

a good year if you’re nota

new student.

FELIX
FELIX is the best student

newspaper in the country.

It is fortunate in being free

of Union control. This

means that it can and does

criticise IC Union as well as

the College. FELIX has

some of the best facilities

in the country. However it

needs your help if these

facilities are to be fully

utilised. So, come and work

on FELIX. It doesn’t matter

if you haven't any

experience. It’s your

enthusiasm that counts.

If you’re a second or

third year, you may have

noticed that FELIX has

changed a little during the

summer. If you have any

view on the changes write

to me in the FELIX Office.

The copy deadline for

letters, small ads and

what’s on is 1.00pm

Monday.

IC Union
As a student at Imperial

College you are

automatically a member of

IC Union. IC Union

represents you and spends

m Ed torial
over £250,000 of your

money. IC Union is

important. If you read the

letters column you'll find a

letter complaining that the

Union is cliquey and

intimidating. It also

complains of the childish

behaviour of Union officers.

Both of these criticism are

fair. This criticisms though,

is not because Union

officers are different! It is

because few people

attempt to take part in the

government of the Union.

On Thursday there is a

Union General Meeting.

This is the one opportunity

ordinary students have to

question their

representatives. If College

are thinking about

increasing your rent they

don’t talk to you, they ask

the Union what you think.

The only way the Union

can consult you is by

holding General Meetings.

If you don’t go, Union

policy will be formulated by

the same cliquey group

who always formulate UGM

policy. It is pathetic

complaining about IC

Union if you don’t make

some attempt to change it.

by going to UGMs.

Rag Mag

At the UGM on Thursday

you will have the

opportunity to decide

whether you want to be

able to buy a Rag Mag that

in places is very funny or

whether you want to

improve the reputation of

Imperial College. Other

colleges believe that IC is

full of racist, sexist piss-

artists. This stops people

coming to Imperial. The
Rag Mag contains racist

jokes. If you want to

improve the image of

Imperial, support the

Executive. If you want to be

known as a racist, vote for

the ban to be lifted.

Casual Labour

College employs a large

number of casual workers

in the bars, Summer

Accommodation Centre

etc. In the last few weeks

there have been several

complaints that students

have been discouraged

from taking these jobs.

College has a duty to help

students find jobs. Many

students can only survive
by finding casual jobs. If

College doesn’t give

students preferential

treatment when taking on

ccasual workers it is failing

in its duty to look after

students.

Bar Prices

College Bars are meant to

provide a service for

students. They aren’t meant

to make the £30,000 profit

they make each year. They

aren't meant to subsidise

the refectories. Last week |

went into the Union Bar

one lunchtime. Outside

there were fifteen or twenty

students protesting. The

bar was full of workmen,

many of whom weren't

College employees. The

only students were those

working behind the bar. At

the next UGM get Carl

Burgess to protest to

College about the bar price

rises and get him to

organise a boycott if

College don’t do

something.

Sabbaticals
The Executive have failed

in their duties this summer.

They were right to ban the

Rag Mag but they should

have banned it before it

went to the printers. Their

job description requires

them to check the artwork.

They didn’t do this and the

Union has lost £1500 as a

result.

Rob Northey has

introduced plans that could

wreck the bars. His staff

won't work for him if he

asks them to give national

insurance numbers.

Students won't go in the

bars because they know

that the price rises are over

the top. Instead of

campaigning against the

changes the Union

sabbaticals agreed to the

rises. The sabbaticals

wasted an opportunity to

do something for students.

Ask at the UGM what the

Union sabbaticals have

done this summer.

Cover

This week’s FELIX cover

has been criticised. It is

claimed that it gives the

wrong impression. While it

is a little over the top, there

are people who try and

chat up any woman they

see. Don’t let this put you

Off going to the Freshers’

events. You can always tell

them to get lost.

ICU Handbook
If you haven't got your

copy yet then go and get

one from IC Union office. It

is excellant. Nigel Atkinson

has done a thoroughly

professional job. The

complaints about the cover

are crap. It was there to

give the Handbook impact.

It succeeded. Inside the

cover Nigel explains that

Carl Burgess was raising

money for charity when he

‘vad his hair shaved.

...Dut were afraid to —

ask
Make sure that you take a

copy and keep it. This is an

excellant guide to all those

things your mother forgot

to tell you about. You may

never need to refer to it. It’s

better, though, to have it

there just in case.

Tickets

FELIX has twenty free

tickets for tomorrow’s Hip

Parade at the Camden

Palace. Two tickets will be

given to the first ten people

to come into the FELIX

Office and ask for them.

Athletics
My apologies for not

keeping my promise to

Athletics and Cross County

Club by not putting their

full name on the Freshers’

Fair plan. If you are

interested in competing at

athletics for Imperial, go

and visit the Cross Country

stall at Freshers’ Fair.

Credits
Thanks to Tony Churchill,

Rosemary Hosking, Chris

Edwards, Nigel Atkinson, J

Martin Taylor, Sarah Kirk,

Oligo, Judith Hackney, Carl

Burgess, Dave Rowe, Dave

Jones, Pete Hobbis, Jon

Jones, Alan Rose, Simon

Banton, Dave Parry, Lesley

Gillingham, John Ingham,

and John Burgess. You’re

all wonderful.
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Rector’s Reception

Dear Sir

| remember my first

Union General Meeting. |

took my seat amongst the

other thousand freshers,

eager to hear what Gaynor

Lewis, then ICU President,

had to say about life in

Imperial College as a

student, how ICU was

going to help me spend the

next three years, and make

my grant last for the

duration.

After the official greeting

from the Rector, it was the

Union’s turn. | was sadly

disappointed as we were

subjected to a few very

cliquey jokes which sent a

few older Union hacks into

bouts of laughter and left

me and all of the other

freshers bored and

mystified. This was

followed by Mines

attacking most people with

flower, water and whatever

else came to hand.

Needless to say many,

including myself, were put

right off the Union in less

- than an hour.

Now having seen this

years |.C.U.Handbook we

leTtkrS
are confronted by a half

naked Carl Burgess with no

hair, covered in shaving

foam. Inside the Handbook

is very good but look at the

first impression it gives to

students before they get to

college, and think what it

does for their parents who

probably don’t read inside.

This is not some sort of

zoo, and | really think that

the union ought to get its

act together with regards to

its image. ICU has got

something to offer to

College life but whilst it

maintains an air of idiocy,

intelligent students will not

get involved. If it were to

use FELIX, probably the

best college newspaper in

the country, to improve this

image promoting some of

the best things in college -

maybe the large SCC

societies like Wellsoc and

Ind Soc - and then tidy up

on the quality of the

UGM’s. a bit, making them

less outlandish, students

may even listen.

Yours faithfully

Paul Basham

Physics 3

Squatters

Dear Editor,

| would like to draw your

attention, and that of

Hamlet Gardens residents,

to the situation in flat 140.

During the summer, these

flats are let to a members

of the public by college—in

Imperial

College

Union

Handbook
1985

This is your President
-What have you let yourself in for?

reality this means

unemployed Irish bastards

youths who fancy an

indefinite holiday in

London.

Three of these, a Declan

Slevin, Robert Kane and

Philip Behan, who were

living in 140 instead of

moving out when they had

been told, and agreed to do

so in writing, and were

legally obliged to do so so

under Scheme 15 Part Il |

case 14 of the Rent Act

1977, decided that it would

be really cool to change

the lock, board up the front

door and call themselves

squatters.

Thanks to these ‘free

spirits’ who are ‘fighting

back against the system’

(we get a lot of these at

Summer Lettings), six

genuinely needful students

have been deprived of a

flat.

So why can’t college

move them out? Well, they

can, but it takes 6 weeks to

do so. Any attempts to

speed this process by

harrassment, violence or

threat, or kicking the door

in, pinning everyone in

sight to the ground and

throwing out all their

possessions (not the telly,

that’s ours) by persons

acting on behalf of the

college is an offense.

However, ordinary students

who happen to be resident

in Hamlet would not be

acting on behalf of the

college...

| hope this letter will not

be misconstrued as an

incitement to cause any

kind of harrasment, as | am

merely pointing out the

facts. | would also like to

point out that | am no

longer an employee at

Hamlet Gardens. and

therefore my interest in the

matter is purely as a

student, in no connection

with college authority.

Yours Frustratedly,

Paul Bloomfield

Ex-Assistant Manager

Hamlet Gardens.

Rag Mag

Dear Sir,

Since ICU President Carl is

allowed to make a whole

page presentation of his

case, please let me put

forward Rag’s case in this

humble way.

In the Opinion column,

Carl has stated that Rag

Mags do not produce

money as a prime aim, and

are aimed to outdo Steve

Marshall’s production. -

Where previous Rag

Mags were banned by

UGM's this decision has

always been overturned by

later UGM’s, with the only

loser being Rag ie loss of

money donated to charities.

The adoption of clearer

rules for all |C publications

is a good idea, even though

brought about by the

incompetences of this

year’s Exec.

With respect to the

alternative view, | would

like to make a few points.

Firstly, Freshers’ will not

have seen the Rag Mag,

and very few students have

seen a copy of SM’s (1980)

since they have been so

well selling that none are

left.

Last year, RCS started

Rag Tours around the

country selling old rag

mags. They were received

well, over 7,000 were sold

and over £2,000 profit

made, which went to Rag.

People liked out different

style.

Rag Committee decided

that a similar style ought to

be continued this year, and

have affirmed that it ought

to be sold in its present

form. Apart from the

ommission of the printers

name (his fault as it was

removed from the artwork

supplied), the ICU solicitor

says that we will have no

problems with the content.

Carl Burgess was editor of

our last Rag Mag, and even

London Student (not

known for its pro IC

stance) say that this years

is almost idential—except

less racist—than Carl's.

The Exec had ample

opportunity to censor (and

they did), but have

changed their minds after

the return of the Rag Mag

from the printers. This may

well result in the waste of

£1500 of Union money.

Lastly, as Editor, | have

made a great effort to

increase profitability for the

Rag Mag, by including

advertising and finding a

cheaper printer, so that the

cost per copy is almost

halved (22p—13p). | have

found advertisers who will

not advertise next year if

we do not sell these Rag

Mag’s. In addition, even

potential purchasers will

miss out on the opportunity

of a free half pint of Firkin

beer at any Bruce’s

Brewery pub.

To formulate your own

ideas, talk to Carl, to me (at

RCSU) and read FELIX Nos

709, 710, 712, and 713

(freely available in FELIX

Office) and ask to read, a

copy of this year’s Rag Mag

and Carl’s Rag Mag in ICU

(for information purposes)

before Thursday’s UGM

and make up you own

mind.

Tony Spencer

Rag Mag Editor

FELIX Monday 30 September


