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E d i t o r i a l 
The R e f e c t o r y . 

The r e c e n t f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e i n the p r i c e s of a l l 
r e f e c t o r y meals has caused g r e a t i n d i g n a t i o n t hroughout the 
C o l l e g e . S t u d e n t s t r y i n g t o l i v e on l e s s t h a n a l a b o u r e r ' s 
wage are bound t o t a k e grave e x c e p t i o n t o any i n c r e a s e i n t h e i r 
c o s t of l i v i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y when t h a t i n c r e a s e i s brought 
about by an o r g a n i s a t i o n t h a t i s p a r t of the C o l l e g e . 

Two y e a r s ago l u n c h i n the U n i o n c o s t 1/6d. and the 
r e f e c t o r y showed a c o n s i d e r a b l e I03S - of the o r d e r , we 
understand., of £3,000 i n a y e a r . An e f f i c i e n c y e x p e r t ( s o i 
d i s a i e t ) was t h e r e f o r e c a l l e d i n , who p r o m p t l y r a i s e d p r i c e s 
a l l r o und. I n view of the s t a g g e r i n g l o s s , however, t h i s was 
a c c e p t e d by the s t u d e n t s as i n e v i t a b l e , and i t was hoped t h a t 
he would t h e n i n c r e a s e e f f i c i e n c y so t h a t ends might meet. He 
i n t r o d u c e d t i c k e t s , bought new c u t l e r y , removed some animals 
heads from the w a l l s , moved the t a b l e s around, and l e f t - but 
the r e f e c t o r y s t i l l shows a l o s s . 

I n the p u b l i c bar of an o r d i n a r y London pub l u n c h c o s t s 
l / 9 d , and t h e r e are many r e s t a u r a n t s t h a t s e r v e l u n c h e s f o r 
2/- and l e s s . These are commercial e s t a b l i s h m e n t s t h a t have 
t o pay f o r r e n t , l i g h t i n g , h e a t i n g , p e r i o d i c r e d e c o r a t i o n 
and r e f u r n i s h i n g , and pay a d i v i d e n d on the money I n v e s t e d i n 
them. These are a l l items t h a t do not appear on the r e f e c t o r y 
b a l a n c e s h e e t , and y e t our p r i c e s are h i g h e r , and the f o o d 
c e r t a i n l y no b e t t e r . 

Why? I n a pamphlet which, has j u s t been c i r c u l a t e d we 
are t o l d t h a t the reasons a r e : - " 

(a) t h a t the r e f e c t o r y runs at a l o s s i n v a c a t i o n s , 
and (b) the p r o f i t s on many meals ( a l l , a p p a r e n t l y , except 

l u n c h ) are t o o low t o c o n t r i b u t e towards overheads and r u n n i n g 
expenses. The Committee have t h e r e f o r e d e c i d e d t h a t the d e f i c i t 
s h a l l be met p a r t l y by r e o r g a n i s a t i o n and p a r t l y by i n c r e a s e d 
p r i c e s , 

We f e e l t h a t the C o l l e g e 13 almost unanimous I n 
b e l i e v i n g w i t h us t h a t the whole d e f i c i t c o u l d be met b y 
r e o r g a n i s a t i o n . I s I t n e c e s s a r y , f o r i n s t a n c e , t o employ a 
number of male c h e f s when women cooks command a lower s a l a r y ? 
I s t h e r e no room f o r s t a f f r e d u c t i o n s ? How many s t a f f do we 
pay t o keep i n (presumably) c o m p a r a t i v e i d l e n e s s i n the 
v a c a t i o n s , and why? These 'are t y p i c a l of the q u e s t i o n s 
s tude'nt s are as k i n g . 

When one draws the comparison w i t h o u t s i d e r e s t a u r a n t s , 
and remembers t h a t Queenie, with, her s m a l l e r and., more e f f i c i e n t 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , was showing a p r o f i t at the o l d p r i c e s , i t i s 
almost i m p o s s i b l e not t o draw the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e r e i s 
gross i n e f f i c i e n c y i n the r e f e c t o r y . The time has come when 
the U n i o n s h o u l d demand a complete and r u t h l e s s r e o r g a n i s a t i o n , 
and perhaps a new Committee t o see t h a t i t i s done. 

T h e f t I n the C o l l e g e . 

There have r e c e n t l y been a l a r g e number of t h e f t s 
from the C o l l e g e s and the U n i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y f r om the r 
c h anging room, cloak-room and H o s t e l . We t r u s t t h a t C o u n c i l 
w i l l t a k e whatsoever s t e p s may be n e c e s s a r y t o s t o p the 
t r o u b l e , but i n the meantime, take heed of t h i s w a r n i n g : i t 
i s not s a f e at any time t o l e a v e v a l u a b l e s u n a t t e n d e d i n the 
C o l l e g e , and H o s t e l rooms s h o u l d never be l e f t u n l o c k e d . 

I t i s a t h o r o u g h l y unsavoury s i t u a t i o n , but i t must 
be r e c o g n i s e d . 
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ON BEING EXCHANGED (Continued.) . 

I n the f i r s t p a r t of t h i s account of American u n i v e r s i t y -
l i f e I s a i d t h a t t h i s c o n t i n u a t i o n would i n c l u d e some remarks 
about the e x a m i n a t i o n system and the s o c i a l and r e s i d e n t i a l 
l i f e of M.I.T., but f i r s t I must not f o r g e t t o mention a 
r a t h e r s t r i k i n g comparison i n what I can b e s t d e s c r i b e as a 
s t u d e n t ' a l l e g i a n c e . I n E n g l a n d a s t u d e n t i s p r i m a r i l y l o y a l 
t o h i s c o l l e g e , and a u s u a l l y f r i e n d l y and h e a l t h y r i v a l r y 
e x i s t s between I n d i v i d u a l c o l l e g e s ; i n America the a l l e g i a n c e 
i s d e c i d e d l y and s t r o n g l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the s t u d e n t ' s own 
p a r t i c u l a r y e a r . Those who are now S e n i o r s and who f i n i s h 
t h e i r u n d e r g r a d u a t e c a r e e r s t h i s summer are knov/n as 'the 
c l a s s of 1950'; t o - d a y ! s F r e s h e r s are a l r e a d y known as 'the 
c l a s s of 1953' and such a date of g r a d u a t i o n becomes as much 
a p a r t of a s t u d e n t ' s name as are h i s I n i t i a l s . Each such 
c l a s s e l e c t s , f o r each of i t s f o u r y e a r s at C o l l e g e , i t s own 
p r e s i d e n t , and. on g r a d u a t i o n a permanent P r e s i d e n t and 
S e c r e t a r y whose job i t i s t o m a i n t a i n the c l a s s s p i r i t of 
t h e i r y e a r f o r the r e s t of t h e i r l i v e s . Each c l a s s o r g a n i s e s 
when the time a r r i v e s e l a b o r a t e f i v e - y e a r , t e n - y e a r , twenty-
f i v e y e a r , e t c . , r e u n i o n week-ends and v i e w i t h the o t h e r 
c l a s s e s I n making l a r g e g i f t s ( u s u a l l y f i n a n c i a l ) t o the 
C o l l e g e . The g r a d u a t e d c l a s s e s as a whole make up the C o l l e g e ' s 
Alumni A s s o c i a t i o n and i n t h e case of many C o l l e g e s t h e i r 
Alumni A s s o c i a t i o n seems t o w i e l d c o n s i d e r a b l e power i n the 
r u n n i n g of the C o l l e g e ; t h i s seems t o me t o be a most 
u n d e s i r a b l e s t a t e of a f f a i r s but i t i s almost t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
a c c e p t e d . W h i l e I am t o u c h i n g on f i n a n c i a l a s p e c t s I t might 
be of i n t e r e s t t o mention t h a t the t o t a l t u i t i o n f e e s f o r an 
o r d i n a r y f o u r - y e a r c o u r s e may be over £1000. 

The f o u r - y e a r s of a normal c o u r s e are d i v i d e d i n t o e i g h t 
s i x t e e n week terms, d u r i n g each of w h i c h about f i v e s u b j e c t s 
have t o be t a k e n . About e v e r y t h r e e weeks, at h i s d i s c r e t i o n , 
the i n s t r u c t o r t e a c h i n g a s u b j e c t h o l d s a one hour ' q u i z ' -
a somewhat i n f o r m a l but unseen e x a m i n a t i o n . A s t u d e n t thus 
must s i t f o r an average of about two q u i z z e s each, week. The 
q u i z papers are marked and count r o u g h l y f i f t y - f i f t y w i t h a 
t h r e e hour f i n a l e x a m i n a t i o n i n the s u b j e c t at the end of 
the term. On t h i s b a s i s the s t u d e n t g e t s awarded a 'grade' 
(p e r c e n t a g e mark) f o r each s u b j e c t as he takes I t . A p r o g r e s s i v e 
c u m u l a t i v e of a l l h i s grades i s k e p t - ( i f i t ever f a l l s 
below a p r e s c r i b e d minimum he b i d s a r e l u c t a n t f a r e w e l l t o 
the C o l l e g e ) - and h i s e v e n t u a l degree i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d not 
by a c l a s s but by a f i n a l average g r a d e . The q u i z system I s 
a m a s t e r l y d e v i c e w h i c h ensures c o n t i n u o u s cramming w i t h the 
maximum encouragement t o f o r g e t each p o r t i o n of each s u b j e c t 
as r a p i d l y as p o s s i b l e . 

C o n s i d e r a b l e r e s i d e n t i a l accommodation i s p r o v i d e d i n 
the C o l l e g e ; i t a l s o , perhaps u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y , f o s t e r s s t u d e n t 
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e y e a r s , w i t h D o r m i t o r i e s 
m o s t l y f o r F r e s h e r s and Sophomores, a S e n i o r House f o r S e n i o r s , 
and a Graduate House f o r p o s t g r a d u a t e s . Q u i t e a l a r g e 
p e rcentage a l s o l i v e i n f r a t e r n i t y houses; th e s e are not 
owned by the C o l l e g e but are l a r g e houses i n the neighbourhood 
w h i c h form each the l o c a l a f f i l i a t i o n of the c o r r e s p o n d i n g 
f r a t e r n i t y o r g a n i s a t i o n , most of w h i c h I b e l i e v e are n a t i o n 
w i d e . New members are e l e c t e d by i n v i t a t i o n f r om the F r e s h e r s 
d u r i n g the week b e f o r e t h e i r f i r s t term ( t h e y a r r i v e e a r l y 
t o be g i v e n what must be a v e r y r a p i d o n c e - o v e r ) . Once e l e c t e d 
a s t u d e n t l i v e s i n h i s f r a t e r n i t y house f o r h i s C o l l e g e c a r e e r , 
A p a r t f r o n the f a c t t h a t t h e y t e n d t o encourage a c e r t a i n 
w i t h d r a w a l of t h e i r members f r o c i f u l l C o l l e g e a f f a i r s t h e s e 
f r a t e r n i t y houses seem t o be e n t i r e l y s u c c e s s f u l f rom a 
s o c i a l p o i n t - o f - v i e w . They o r g a n i s e s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s t o a 
n o t i c e a b l y g r e a t e r e x t e n t t h a n was e v i d e n t i n the C o l l e g e i t s e l f 
t h e r e has been d i s c u s s i o n whether or n o t , from the C o l l e g e p o i n t 
o f - v i e w , they are s a t i s f a c t o r y ; the answer may be t h a t w i t h such 
l a r g e numbers some b r e a k i n g up of the p o p u l a t i o n i n t o s m a l l e r 
components i s i n e v i t a b l e . P.A, 
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P r o f i l e : M a u r i c e Denham. 

'Dudley Davenport at your s e r v i c e , S i r ! ' W e l l , Mr. Denham d i d 
not use q u i t e these words when I 'phoned him hut he g a l l a n t l y 
c o n s e n t e d t o be 'done 1 f o r FELIX. Though Mr. Denham has no 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the C o l l e g e , we b e l i e v e t h a t Dudley has a 
number of c l o s e c o u s i n s w i t h i n our w a l l s , 

I f o u n d M a u r i c e Denham p u l l o v e r e d and gumbooted i n h i s 
garden. Nobody c o u l d be l e s s l i k e the immature y o u t h Dudley, 
nor y e t another of h i s c h a r a c t e r s -.Mr. B l a k e , the s e x t o n . 
W i t h h i s s t o c k y b u i l d and measured t o n e s , the p i p e smoking 
M a u r i c e Denham may be p i c t u r e d somewhere between the two -
w h i c h d e s c r i p t i o n , i f not p r e c i s e , i s at l e a s t not p e d a n t i c . 
He t o l d me he had always had a h a n k e r i n g a f t e r the s t a g e ; 
d i d amateur d r a m a t i c s w h i l s t an a p p r e n t i c e w i t h Waygood-Otis, 
but got more l i f t out of l i f e when he j o i n e d the H u l l R e p e r t o r y 
Company, A f t e r t h i s and work w i t h o t h e r r e p s , he got h i s 
f i r s t West End p a r t i n ' 1937. He wrote t o the B.B..C. f o r an' 
a u d i t i o n - got one a y e a r l a t e r ! - and d i d a number of 
b r o a d c a s t s i n C h i l d r e n s Hour, Band Wagon and. v a r i o u s p l a y s . 
I n 1939 he went away w i t h the B.B.C, V a r i e t y Company and 
p l a y e d i n the f i r s t 25 ITMA'S w i t h the l a t e Tommy Handley. 
T h i s was f o l l o w e d by the Army - he s e r v e d w i t h the B u f f s i n 
F r a n c e and Germany t i l l 1945, I n 1947 he j o i n e d up w i t h 
Murdoch and Home's A i r F o r c e , t h e n newly demobbed i n t o 
the famous c l u b at Much B i n d i n g , Dudley Davenport soon won a 
p l a c e among the permanent s t a f f a l o n g w i t h the i m p r o b a b l e 
Samuel C o s t a , 

He o f f e r e d me-a c i g a r e t t e and r e - l i t h i s p i p e , I asked 
how t h e a t r e audiences compared w i t h a l i v e mike. "No two 
audiences are a l i k e , " he s a i d : "emphasis and timing o f t e n 
r e q u i r e c h a n g i n g a c c o r d i n g t o the ' f e e l ' of the a u d i e n c e . 
But i n b r o a d c a s t i n g one must t r y t o 'sense' the unseen audience 
a more d i f f i c u l t m a t t e r , " As t o microphone n e r v e s he c o n f e s s e d 
t h a t he s u f f e r e d ! " i t g e t s worse and worse. As time goes on, 
people expect more of you and you expect more of y o u r s e l f . 
But a m i s t a k e I n a l i v e b r o a d c a s t i s o f t e n f u n n i e r t h a n the 
o r i g i n a l l i n e s . " 

M a u r i c e Denham i s m a r r i e d , has two boys and a baby g i r l . 
He has no a m b i t i o n t o r e a c h f o r the s t a r s ; he i s c o n t e n t 
w i t h h i s f a m i l y and h i s g a r d e n . W i t h h i s w h i m s i c a l a i r and 
q u i e t calm manner he seems t o have f o u n d a w o r k a b l e r e c i p e 
f o r l i f e , " L e t us c u l t i v a t e our gardens" s a i d V o l t a i r e , 
M a u r i c e Denham does j u s t t h a t . 

f u r a n n u a l i n t e r - c o l l e g e s p o r t s t h i s y e a r a r e t o be h e l d 
at Mot3pur Park on May 1 7 t h , t h a t I s on n e x t Wednesday week. 

L a s t y e a r t h i s f u n c t i o n was r a t h e r p o o r l y a t t e n d e d , but 
i t i s t r a d i t i o n a l l y one o f • t h e g r e a t s o c i a l o c c a s i o n s o f • t h e 
C o l l e g e y e a r . I t i s the time when, not o n l y the members of the 
C o l l e g e s t u r n out t o cheer and encourage t h e i r a t h l e t e s , but 
so a l s o do t h e i r w i v e s , g i r l f r i e n d s and p a r e n t s - as w e l l as 
the s i s t e r s , c o u s i n s and. a u n t s . I t i s t h e o c c a s i o n when the 
summor w o r r i e s of exams and u n f i n i s h e d c o u r s e work are c a s t 
a s i d e , and the C o l l e g e e n j o y s i t s e l f . 

L e t us hope, t h e n , t h a t t h i s y e a r the stands may be 
packed, the sun s h i n e , and our own C o l l e g e w i n . 

TECHNICAL ITCH? E x t r a c t f rom a l e t t e r t o R.Swain, S e c r e t a r y of 
U.L.Tennis C l u e : - "hear S i r , My opponent, Mr.....,., has 
d e c i d e d t o s c r a t c h h i m s e l f 
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" N i l D e s p e r a n d i - The R e p o r t e r s Lament," 
or "Date w i t h an Immortal." 

I t came t o pass t h a t on a c e r t a i n day. 
The son of F e l i x , F e l i x s o n by name, 
A n o b l e v e n t u r e pondered i n h i s mind. 
"The P r o f i l e , i s I t not a l i t t l e s t a i d 
And too mundane?" He t h o u g h t , "What F e l i x needs 
Is something s h i n i n g l i k e a s t a r - a STAR!" 
He s a t . (To t h i n k i n t h i s b l a n k v e r s e i s q u i t e 
A s t r a i n , ) And who but now r e s i d e d i n 
The Town on v i s i t b r i e f and b u s i n e s s l i k e ? 
Why, s t a r of "White Heat", "Wonderman", and such, 
The l u s t r o u s 'Glnny, M i s s Mayo f o r s u r e . 
S t r a i g h t w a y he r e a c h e d the t e l e p h o n e and ra n g 
The D o r c h e s t e r , As s t r a i g h t the answer 
"No r e p l y f rom s u i t e " (or was i t Sweet?) 
" - t r y Denham where she works" - as i f such s y l p h 
Her hands would d e i g n t o s o i l w i t h common work. 
To Denham, t h e n to E l s t r e e I n mad chase 
Of SHE, or he t o whom the power of audience 
F e l l . R e f e r r e d and c r o s s - r e f e r r e d , as i n 
A nightmare came the v o i c e "Try Warner House, 
Bob Dexter i s your man - G e r m r d F i v e S i x 
Owe Owe." He r a n g . T h ' a s s i s t a n t of the g r e a t 
B.D. w i t h d u l c e t tones h i s hot brow s o o t h e d . 
" T i g h t s h o o t i n g s c h e d u l e s - up at s i x o ' c l o c k , 
Back home at e i g h t t o c r a w l I n t o her bed. 
She's v e r y busy but I ' l l do my b e s t 
To get an i n t e r v i e w f o r F e l i x s o n . 
A f o r t n i g h t hence p l e a s e r i n g - you have a chance," 
She s a i d , 

0 Time of f l e e t i n g wings? - not now. 
The days dragged by - at l a s t THE day was h e r e . 
He r a n g w i t h b a t e d b r e a t h . B u r r - b u r r , B u r r - b u r r . 
"I'm s o r r y but V i r g i n i a l e a v e s t o n i g h t , 
T h ' A t l a n t i c l i n e r ' w a i t s h e r at the p o r t . " 
The Movie Moguls g r i n . I n Wardour S t r e e t a l l 
Is q u i e t . A s t u d e n t ' s c u r s e the n i g h t a i r rends 
Of K e n s i n g t o n . What w i l l t he sub-ed say? 
" I n s i n u s i n e remo" s more t h a n l i k e . 
A l e s s o n l e a r n t - ' t i s e a s i e r f a r t o e n t e r 
Bank of E n g l a n d w i t h a p e n k n i f e t h a n 
To i n t e r v i e w a g r e a t f i l m s t a r . 

D.J.P. 
s F r e e l y t r a n s l a t e d : "Up the c r e e k w i t h o u t a p a d d l e . " - Ed. 

N o t i c e s . 

Cornmemor at i o n Day B a l l . 
T h i s w i l l be h e l d on 2 7 t h October 1950 i n the Grosvenor House 
H o t e l . T i c k e t s f o r p r e s e n t s t u d e n t s and t h o s e who l e f t i n the 
l a s t two y e a r s a re 17/6d. each; f o r s t a f f and o t h e r s 27/6d, 
They w i l l be o b t a i n a b l e from the b o o k s t a l l . 

Back c o p i e s of F e l i x . 
A number "of r e q u e s t s have been r e c e i v e d f o r c o p i e s of the f i r s t 
and second i s s u e s of F e l i x . I f anyone has c o p i e s of t h e s e two 
i s s u e s w h i c h they would be p r e p a r e d t o s e l l , they are asked t o 
c o n t a c t the E d i t o r , e i t h e r p e r s o n a l l y or t h r o u g h the I.C. Union 
l e t t e r r a c k . 

S p o r t s Day. 
T h i s w i l l be h e l d on May 1 7 t h . T i c k e t s may be o b t a i n e d from 
the b o o k s t a l l . 
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I.C. MEN SAIL ON "DISCOVERY I I " 

The R . R . S . D i s c o v e r y l l s a i l e d from London r e c e n t l y on a two 
y e a r e x p e d i t i o n t o the I n d i a n Ocean, South P a c i f i c and A n t a r c t i c a . 
Among the r e s e a r c h team aboard are two I.C. men, Roland Cox 
and John Hooper, b o t h c h e m i s t s from Chem. Tech. The e x p e d i t i o n 
i s s p o n s o red by the N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e of Oceanography, under 
the A d m i r a l t y , and i s the s i x t h of a s e r i e s of voyages 
o r i g i n a l l y p l a n n e d by the F a l k l a n d I s l a n d s Survey between the 
wars. The o b j e c t of the p r e s e n t e x p e d i t i o n i s t o complete the 
o c e a n o g r a p h l c work u n d e r t a k e n b e f o r e the war and w i l l i n c l u d e 
the study of whales and o t h e r marine c r e a t u r e s , movements of 
w a t e r , sea temperatures and the mapping of the ocean bed. 

I asked Cox how he came t o be i n v o l v e d i n the e x p e d i t i o n -
an u n u s u a l type of job f o r a c h e m i s t , He s a i d t h a t he had 
a p p l i e d q u i t e i n n o c e n t l y to the C i v i l S e r v i c e Commissioners 
f o r a q u i e t l i t t l e r e s e a r c h n i c h e f o r h i m s e l f . The f i r s t 
q u e s t i o n at h i s I n t e r v i e w was: "Would you go on a r e s e a r c h 
s h i p to the A n t a r c t i c ? " R e g a r d i n g t h i s as a t r i c k q u e s t i o n and 
w r a c k i n g h i s b r a i n s f o r a ' d i f f e r e n t ' answer he f o u n d h i m s e l f 
s a y i n g - 'yes.' A week l a t e r he was a s t o n i s h e d t o get an 
i n v i t a t i o n from the A d m i r a l t y t o c o n s i d e r j o i n i n g the 
" D i s c o v e r y I I . " Many men w i l l envy him t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
combine r e s e a r c h w i t h g l o b e - t r o t t i n g . However, i t i s work 
under e x a c t i n g c o n d i t i o n s ( e . g . how does one use a b a l a n c e on 
b o a r d s h i p ? ) ; a l s o t h e r e w i l l be p l e n t y of r o u t i n e work: 
a n a l y s i s of sea-water, sediment from the ocean bed, some 
b o t a n i c a l work; and remember - he has no p r o f e s s o r he can 
c o n s u l t I 

The l e a d e r of the e x p e d i t i o n i s Dr. Herdman, a p h y s i c i s t ; 
o t h e r s of the team i n c l u d e two b i o l o g i s t s , a p h o t o g r a p h e r , 
m e t e o r o l o g i s t , and a d o c t o r . Cox and Hooper have the grand 
de s i gna 11 on of "Hy dr e l o g i s t s ,11 

F r e m a n t l e , W, A u s t r a l i a w i l l be the base p o r t . From 
t h e r e the ' D i s c o v e r y I I ' w i l l voyage i n t o the S o u t h e r n I n d i a n 
Ocean and the South P a c i f i c , r e - v i c t u a l l i n g p e r i o d i c a l l y at 
o t h e r p o r t s . The ' D i s c o v e r y l l 1 i s due back i n E n g l a n d by 
C h r i s t m a s 1951, 

F o o t n o t e . Wed. A p r i l 2 6 t h ; The D i s c o v e r y I I was h e l d up 
at Sheerness w i t h b o i l e r t r o u b 1 e . ' 
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MANDRAGOLA. 

When i t was announced i n the l a s t i s s u e of F e l i x t h a t 
M a c h i a v e l l i 1 s p l a y "Mandragola" had been d e s c r i b e d as h a v i n g 
a p l o t " s u f f i c i e n t l y s c a n d a l o u s t o account f o r i t s h a v i n g 
been s u p p r e s s e d I n most c o u n t r i e s , " t i c k e t s a l e s f o r the 
Dramatic S o c i e t ' y E a s t e r p r o d u c t i o n s o a r e d . " T h i s , " people 
t h o u g h t , " i s g o i n g t o be good." The ev e n t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , d i d 
not l i v e up t o the s e e x p e c t a t i o n s . 

T h i s was not due t o Inadequacy i n the c a s t or p r o d u c t i o n ; 
t h e y wore b o t h up t o t h e s t a n d a r d u s u a l l y s e t by the Dram. 
Sec. C h r i s t o p h e r McKoen as the Monk, i n p a r t i c u l a r , p l a y e d 
h i s p a r t w i t h r e l i s h and humour, and Joyce Churchman as the 
h e r o i n e gave a much b e t t e r performance t h a n h er p a r t i n "Much 
Ado" might have l e d one to e x p e c t . 

The f a u l t l a y i n the c h o i c e of the p l a y , and i n t h i s the 
Dram. Soc. are not t o be c o n g r a t u l a t e d . I t would seem t h a t 
they a r e , t h i s y e a r , f r i g h t e n e d of comment from the audience 
r u i n i n g a s t r a i g h t p r o d u c t i o n ; a t C h r i s t m a s t h e i r "Much Ado" 
was a g r e a t success becao.se Shakespeare's comedies were w r i t t e n 
w i t h a view t o p a r t i c i p a t i o n from the p i t , the audience had 
i n many cases s t u d i e d t h e i r p a r t b e f o r e h a n d , and the whole 
performance was c a r r i e d t h r o u g h w i t h w i t and good humour. 
W i t h "Mandragola" i t seems t h a t the Dram. Soc. t r i e d t o s t i f l e 
comment b;y c h o o s i n g a p l a y so bawdy t h a t l i t t l e comment c o u l d 
be passed w i t h o u t b e i n g c r u d e . T h i s and the f a c t t h a t the • 
p l a y was not a good one l e f t t he audie n c e yawning l i k e hens 
w i t h the gapes. 

By a l l means l e t us o c c a s i o n a l l y have p r o d u c t i o n s i n 
w h i c h the au d i e n c e may t a k e p a r t , but l e t us a l s o have p l a y s 
t h a t are e n j o y a b l e f o r t h e i r own sake. 

The hew Ph o e n i x . 

There seems t o be g e n e r a l agreement t h a t the new b i r d , 
i s more s p r i g h t l y by f a r th a n i t ' s r e c e n t p r e d e c e s s o r s . I t i s 
p r e s e n t e d w i t h i m a g i n a t i o n , c l a r i t y and a good use of the 
always l i m i t e d m a t e r i a l a v a i l a b l e . S u c c e s s i v e c o p i e s of our 
magazine have s u f f e r e d i n the pa s t from n ot b e i n g s u f f i c i e n t l y 
"pur" magazine; i t has seemed t h a t a c o l l e c t i o n of p e c u l i a r 
highbrows have s t r i v e n t o d i s p l a y t h e i r e r u d i t i o n w i t h no 
p a r t i c u l a r r e g a r d f o r the r e a d e r s ' enjoyment. At l a s t may i t 
be s a i d t h a t "Phoenix" produces r e a d a b l e a r t i c l e s w h i c h , 
w h i l e b e i n g of a good l i t e r a r y s t a n d a r d , are not so 
co n f o u n d e d l y b o r i n g as t o cause t h e r e a d e r t o do no more 
than scan the pages. Two major c r i t i c i s m s come r e a d i l y t o 
mind: Goethe's b i c e n t e n a r y was f l o g g e d to de a t h by the B.B.C. 
and t h e p r e s s some time ago; t h e f i n e r e s o u r c e s of the 
P h o t o g r a p h i c S o c i e t y could, s u r e l y be more e f f e c t i v e l y used 
than by p r i n t i n g 4 photographs by one a r t i s t of s i m i l a r 
s u b j e c t s . We have genius i n our p h o t o g r a p h i c m i d s t ; l e t i t 
be d i s p l a y e d i n F h o e n i x . I hope f o r more " P h o e n i x ' s " of 
even b r i g h t e r plumage, t o r e f l e c t even b e t t e r the a r t i s t i c 
a s p i r a t i o n s of o u r s e l v e s . F o r t h i s one, I would say " W e l l 
done Mr. de Reuck, may you have even more s u c c e s s ! " 

D . C . H . 
C o m p e t i t i o n . E n t r i e s are i n v i t e d f o r the c o m p l e t i o n of a 
s h o r t poem whose f i r s t l i n e i s ; "There was a maiden so demure" 
E n t r i e s w h i c h would lower I n any way the h i g h m o r a l tone of 
t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n w i l l be r e s e r v e d f o r the amusement of the 
E d i t o r i a l Bawd. 

http://becao.se


EASTER FIELD TRIP. 

Geology's a s u b j e c t t h a t ' s b e s t s t u d i e d out of doors 
I n the w e t t e r p a r t s of E n g l a n d and the c o l d e r s o r t of moors, 
And so when E a s t e r comes a l o n g a m o t l e y crowd l e a v e s C o l l . 
To go and knock the r o c k s about and l e a r n a b i t of G e o l : 

A l e c t u r e r comes out w i t h us to h e l p us darn our socks 
And a c t as chaperone, t o I n t r o d u c e us t o the Rocks, 
He knows the o u t c r o p s by t h e i r names, and t e l l us a l l t h e i r ages-
And o t h e r t h i n g s too I n t i m a t e f o r p r i n t i n g on these pages. 
He knows the p a t h t o a l l the pubs, and where the b e s t beer's 

f o u n d , 
Andknows the s t e e p e s t way up a l l the h i l l s f o r m i l e s around. 
H i s l e g s may seem a t r i f l e s h o r t ; h i s a s p e c t o l d and f r a g i l e , 
But y e a r s of c h a s i n g S t u d e n t s f o r R e p o r t s have kept him a g i l e . 
W h i l e armed w i t h i n c l i n o m e t e r s and compasses p r i s m a t i c 
We c l i m b the h i g h e s t peaks, our b r e a t h i n g l a b o u r e d and a s t h m a t i c 
He prances on ahead of u s , our p r o t e s t s i r r e s p e c t i v e , 
And goads us on t o H i g h e r peaks w i t h r a t h e r crude i n v e c t i v e . 

"What r o c k i s t h a t ? " he shouts at u s , "Come, t e l l me i f you're 
a b l e , 

But though we s e a r c h e d i t h i g h and low we c o u l d n ' t f i n d a l a b e l ; 
We l o o k e d at i t t h r o u g h l e n s e s , we asked i t once or t w i c e 
I t answered not and so we thought i t wasn't v e r y g n e i s s . 
Another day dawned c o l d and grey and r a i n i n g c a t s and dogs 
We hoped t o spend the time b e f o r e a f i r e of b l a z i n g l o g s 
The l e c t u r e r s a i d "Get your c o a t s . A day l i k e t h i s we s h o u l d 
Spend i n t h e f i e l d ; the b l e s s e d r a i n w i l l do the o u t c r o p s good." 
We w i s h e d the o u t c r o p s i n a p l a c e where water i s n ' t s t a b l e , 
And w i s h e d the l e c t u r e r below the p r e s e n t water t a b l e , 
And though we s e a r c h e d the c o u n t r y s i d e f o r s i x hours and a 

q u a r t e r 
The o n l y m i n e r a l t h a t we i d e n t i f i e d was w a t e r . 
We f o u n d a good exposure i n a t r e n c h , beneath some w a t t l e s 
And mapped the boundary between the t i n cans and. the b o t t l e s , 
Wo f o u n d some h o r i z o n t a l beds w i t h l o v e l y j o i n t s and a l l 
But f o u n d out l a t e r on t h a t i t was someone's garden w a l l . 
We l o o k e d f o r f o s s i l s I n a p i t amongst some l i k e l y s h a l e s 
But a l l we f o u n d were two dead sheep and s e v e r a l r u s t y p a i l s . 

So though our maps are hazy on the l o c a l types of stone 
We've l o t s of I n f o r m a t i o n on s c r a p - i r o n , r a g s , and bone, 
And I f we f a i l Geology and can't get back n e x t term 
We're g o i n g t o get our maps out and. s t a r t a S a l v a g e f i r m . 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
Ge r r a r d s C r o s s . 

23 .3 .50. 
Dear S i r , 

As a v i s i t o r t o a r e c e n t performance of "Mandragola", 
the b e h a v i o u r of a s e c t i o n of the a u d i e n c e prompts me t o 
remark how w e l l Shakespeare knew h i s "rude m e c h a n i c a l s " 
when he c l o t h e d one of them i n an asses head and w i t h a most 
d e l i c a t e c h o i c e of words c a l l e d him - N i c k Bottom. 

They s t i l l b r a y . 

Yours e t c . , 

E.Rourke. 



IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION DIARY. 
May. 
Tuesday 9 t h , 
T h u r s . 1 1 t h . 
F r i d a y 1 2 t h . 

Monday 1 5 t h . 
Tuesday16th, 

T h u r s . 1 8 t h . 

F r i d a y 1 9 t h . 

Committee Room"A"5.15 
Gym.1.20 

I.C.Dramatic S o c i e t y A.G.M 
I.C.UNION GENERAL MEETING, 
Maths, and Fhys. Soc. D i n n e r 6.45 
L.I.F.C.U. Open M e e t i n g , Gym.1.15 
R.C.S.Boat Club A.G.M., "A"1.30 
R i f l e Club D i n n e r 7.00 
L.I.F.C.U. Open M e e t i n g , Zoo. T h e a t r e 5.15 
Ta b l e T e n n i s Club A.G.M, "A"1,20 
S o c i a l Clubs Committee M e e t i n g , "A"5.15 
F e n c i n g Club A.G.M. "A " l , 2 0 
I . C . U . C o u n c i l M e e t i n g , "A"5.15 
R a i l w a y S o c i e t y D i n n e r 7.00 
L i n k s Club D i n n e r 7.30 

THE HEAD OF THE RIVER RACE, by our Rowing C o r r e s p o n d e n t . 

Words f a i l me. Even now, t h r e e days a f t e r the e v e n t , t h e r e 
appears i n my minds eye, l i k e some nightmare h o r r o r , a p i c t u r e 
of the F i r s t E i g h t p a s s i n g the Boathouses at Putney. Much 
water w i l l pass under many b r i d g e s and much s t r o n g language 
t h r o u g h many megaphones b e f o r e t h a t a w f u l s i g h t can be 
e r a s e d . What was i t a coach once s a i d t o a crew? " S i t t i n g I n 
a boat l i k e e i g h t sacks o f . . . . . . . . , . . . " No, t h a t does not 
n e a r l y express my f e e l i n g s . 

S t a r t i n g No.10 b e h i n d the New C o l l e g e O x f o r d , the f i r s t 
e i g h t , (no, I r e f u s e t o g i v e them c a p i t a l s ) , made a m o d e r a t e l y 
good s t a r t and by Barnes B r i d g e had caught up New C o l l e g e 
and were o v e r l a p p i n g t h e i r r u d d e r . So f a r so good, and much 
a c c o r d i n g t o e x p e c t a t i o n s t h e n t h i n g s began t o go wrong. 
A t a i l wind a f t e r Barnes knocked the crew o f f t h e i r f e e t and 
l o s i n g t h e i r heads at the same time t h e y began t o drop b e h i n d 
New C o l l e g e . T h e r e a f t e r the d e t a i l s become too d i s h e a r t e n i n g 
t o r e l a t e . S u f f i c e i t t o say t h a t no amount of Coaching and 
h e l p from Coach or Cox made any d i f f e r e n c e . The crew were 
n e i t h e r l i s t e n i n g n o r t h i n k i n g . 

How d i d the o t h e r n i n e I.C. crews f a r e ? No amount of 
good r o w i n g I n the lower b o a t s can excuse the d i s g r a c e of 
h a v i n g fehe; f i r s t e i g h t f i n i s h i n g 2 8 t h . Yes,TWENTY EIGHTH, 

The F o u r t h E i g h t rowed w e l l as t h e i r f i n a l p o s i t i o n 
shows and, w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of Thames I I I , beat the t h i r d 
e i g h t s of eve r y o t h e r C l u b . A good e f f o r t i n d e e d , but one 
whi c h i s c o m p l e t e l y overshadowed by the s h o c k i n g bad e f f o r t 
of the f i r s t e i g h t . 

What now? L e t i t be s e t down i n p r i n t , t h a t u n l e s s the 
crew t h a t goes t o Henley r e a l i s e s t h a t they are up a g a i n s t 
r e a l f a n a t i c s at t h e i r own s p o r t , they might as w e l l not 
e n t e r . The C o l l e g e crews at Henley w i l l have been r o w i n g i n 
r e a l e r n e s t e v e r y day. No nonsense about n i g h t s o f f a t the 
p i c t u r e s , or at dances, or evenings out w i t h the g i r l f r i e n d , 
but an i n t e n s e e f f o r t w a k i n g , s l e e p i n g , b r e a t h i n g and 
t a l k i n g r o w i n g . Any Tideway Club i f i t hopes t o compete on 
a n y t h i n g l i k e e q u a l terms must have the same t e n a c i t y of 
purpose and l i v e t o row and t o row h a r d every day, from A p r i l 
t o J u l y . N o t h i n g e l s e i s n e a r l y good enough. I t i s a t t i t u d e 
of mind t h a t wins r a c e s , - a t t i t u d e of mind and p l e n t y of 
honest h a r d work and c o n c e n t r a t i o n d u r i n g t r a i n i n g . 

Wake up I.C.B.C, You cannot expect t o l i v e i n the r e f l e c t e d 
g l o r y of t r a d i t i o n s handed on t o you by o t h e r s . I t I s up t o 
you t o work h a r d t o m a i n t a i n those t r a d i t i o n s and t o s t r a i n 
e v ery nerve i n an e f f o r t t o hand on t o those who w i l l f o l l o w 
you, a Club of w h i c h t h e y can be j u s t l y proud. 
F i n a l P l a c i n g s . 
I . C . I ; 28, I . C . I I : 43, I . C . I l l : 50, I.C.IV: 56, I.C.V: 134, 
I.C.VI: 183, I . C , V I I : 188, I . C . V I I I : 196, I.C.IX: 193, I.C.X:204. 
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UNIVERSITY SPORT. 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o the " " f o l l o w i n g members of 
i n the U n i v e r s i t y c o l o u r 

A. B a r n a r d 
G.L„M.Gillett 
E.C.Green 
D.Hughes 
Y.S .Lau 

B .Robins 
W .Robins on 
R ,T .Severn 
K. A .Stacy 
Miss M.Anthony 
Miss D , F i s h e r 

wards f o r . t h e Wint 
H a l f P u r p l e 
P u r p l e 
P u r p l e 
Team C o l o u r 
P u r p l e 

( S p e c i a l Award) 
P u r p l e 
P u r p l e 
P u r p l e 
H a l f P u r p l e 
Team C o l o u r 
Team C o l o u r 

I.C. who f e a t u r e d 
er Season 1949-50 

F e n c i n g 
Hockey 
Hockey 
Rugby 

Badminton 
Rugby 
Rugby 
Rugby 
F e n c i n g 
Women's Squash 
Women's Hockey 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s are a l s o due t o the TT.L. S o c c e r X I on r e a c h i n g 
the f i n a l of the A.F,A.Cup; t h i s i s to be p l a y e d on May 6 t h 
at B r e n t f o r d F.C, ground a g a i n s t Cambridge Town. One of 
I.C.'s two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n the team. 
us t h a t i n s p i t e of g e t t i n g a blac 
i n the s u c c e s s f u l s e m i - f i n a l r e p l ? 

k 
y 

Pete E n v i e s , i n f o r m s 
eye, he p l a y e d b r i l l i a n t l y 

The U n i v e r s i t y B o x i n g Championships were h e l d l a s t week at 
I.C. and r e s u l t e d i n a good w i n f o r I.C, (17 p o i n t s ) from 
R.V.C. ( 9 ) , L.S.E, ( 8 ) , and K i n g s ( 5 ) . S p e c i a l mention must 
be made of G.Tait and M.Humphries who c o l l e c t e d U.L.A.U, 
i n d i v i d u a l w i n n e r s medals. 

A t h l e t i c s . F e l i x was p l e a s e d t o n o t i c e the p a r t p l a y e d by I.C, 
Runners i n the London - P a r i s Match l a s t S a t u r d a y ; p a r t i c u l a r 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s are due t o K.J.Brookman who won the J a v e l i n 
event w i t h a throw of 148' 2". Tony Watts took h i s u s u a l 
p o s i t i o n i n Wint's s l i p s t r e a m - t r y seme more s t e a k s Tony I 

TO THE SPORTS EDITOR. 
Dear S i r , 

A f t e r the s p o r t i n g way i n w h i c h the Rugby c l u b has 
p l a y e d the N e t b a l l team at t h e i r own game, s u r e l y the g i r l s 
s h o u l d f e e l m o r a l l y o b l i g e d t o c h a l l e n g e the men t o a game 
of rugby? 

Yours f a i t h f u l l y , 
P e t e r Rowe. 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS RECEIVED AT FOOD OFFICEj-

P l e a s e send me f orm f o r cheap m i l k as I am e x p e c t i n g mother. 
P l e a s e send me f orm f o r cheap m i l k f o r h a v i n g c h i l d r e n at 

r e d u c e d p r i c e s . 
I p o s t e d my f orm by m i s t a k e b e f o r e my c h i l d was f i l l e d i n . 
I have a baby 18 months o l d , t h a n k i n g you f o r same. 
W i l l you p l e a s e send me form f o r cheap m i l k . I have a baby 

two months o l d and d i d not know a n y t h i n g about i t u n t i l a 
f r i e n d t o l d me. 

I had i n t e n d e d coming t o the m i l k o f f i c e today but had l b 
c h i l d r e n t h i s m o rning. 


