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Knocking

off

Mary

Thirty members of the RCS

mascotry team successfully

carried out a raid on Queen Mary

College last Tuesday to violate

their mascot Mary, a yellow and

black imitation leopard.

Armed only with a bogus

itinerary for a trip to support

QMC in the filming of University

Challenge, the RCS team posed

as QMC students to gain access

to the room where Mary was

kept. They had no problems in

removing the leopard which was

only loosely held down and

carried Mary through the

building to awaiting transport.

The whole operation was

completed in under half an hour.

RCS last stole Mary in 1982

when she was held to ransom for

eighteen months.

Theta, the RCS mascot, has

not been stolen in its ten year

history.

Bar faced cheek

Pascal Carr was shocked last Saturday when a lady accosted him in the Union Bar and proceeded to

remove her clothes. The strip-o-gram was a present from his friends.

Some regular customers in the Union Bar have observed that if women are going to indulge in this

sort of behaviour, it might be better if they were not allowed in the bar at all.

John Craven, a student in the

Department of Chemical

Engineering and Chemical

Technology, last week won the

national final of the Junior Malt

Whisky Taster of the Year

competition, held at The

Athaneum. The first prize

consisted of a cheque for £150, an

engraved quaiche (to taste

whisky), six bottles of Macallan

ten year old, a year’s subscription

to Decanter magazine and a visit

to the distillery.

The event, sponsored by the

Macallan Whisky company and

held in conjuction with Decanter

was the climax of heats held at

many Universities, each

providing one finalist. John won

the heat held at IC last term and

went on to beat stiff competition

by identifying five different malts

and correctly answering 48 out of

50 questions on the nature and

history of malt whisky.

The competition was followed

by a full Burn’s Supper complete

with pipers and haggis.

Whisky whizz-kid
canes

From left to right: Wallace Milroy (Whisky expert), John Craven

Aileen Mitchell (runner-up), Sandy Curle (Macallan’s Director.
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| LETTERS

Centenary

Dissent

Dear Sir,

I note with interest that Maribel Anderson,

who ran her election campaign on the basis of

providing a union which would be more

accessible to it’s members now seems to

preside over a union run by hacks for hacks.

It appears that the only City and Guilds

organized event to fall within the three day

period assigned to the Centenary

Celebrations is the ‘barnight’, hardly a mass-

appeal event. Neither the Masquerade Ball,

which is a suitable event, nor the Banquet

which is apparently fully booked by ‘hacks’,

falls into this period. However, once again IC

Ents will be presenting a carnival.

With so little going on it seems ridiculous

for keen skiers to pass up this superb

opportunity to take advantage of mid-season

skiing conditions. The Ski Club will therefore

be making its travel funds available to any

bourgeois members who wish to ski in

Scotland during this period.

Yours,

P Drummond Smith

(Ski Club Secretary)

Dear Sir,

I have noticed a recent announcement that

undergraduates in City and Guilds will be

given three days holiday over the centenery

celebration period.

Does this offer extend to postgraduates in

City and Guilds? They are after all,

Guildsmen too.

If it does, what is being done for those

postgraduates who must be in College for the

period in order to show their laboratories off

to the general public? Will they be granted

three days extra holiday for the year?

Will they be offered demonstrating rates

for giving up three days of their research

time?

I appreciate that undergraduates are in the

majority at IC, but that is no reason for

postgraduates (who form approximately one

third of the student body) to be kept in the

dark and ignored.

Yours quizically,

Hugh Stiles

Chem Eng PG

Brown's

Terrorist
Dear Sir,

I feel I Must respond to Graham Brown’s

letter published in last week’s edition of

FELIX, in which he attacked the ANC as a

terrorist organisation, on par with the IRA.

Had he taken the trouble to look up the

word ‘terrorist’ in the dictionary, then he

would have found that a terrorist is ‘one who

rules by or practices intimidation’. Surely

then, the word ‘terrorist’ is more applicable

to the South African government rather then

the African National Congress, since the

government, through its policy of apartheid

which incidentally needs to be backed up by

the most powerful army on the African

continent, denies even the most basic human

rights to the majority of the countries

population, excepting of course, those who

happen to be white who can enjoy one of the

highest standards of living in the world.

Should the ANC be branded as a terrorist

organistion because with the support of over

three-quarters of the population of South

Africa, it is prepared to stand up to this

disgusting regime?

As Graham Brown is such a staunch

advocate of democracy, then how does he fail

to realise that it is the ANC, and not the

government, that is the true voice of the

people of South Africa—a fact which is

recognised even by the United Nations? The

ANC are committed to the introduction of a

democratic system of government in South.

Africa, in. which people of all races can

participate and not to the continuation of the

present systems which is based on fear,

intimidation and repression according to the

colour of one’s skin. As the Freedom Charter

adopted by the ANC thirty years ago, clearly

states, ‘South Africa belongs to all those who

live in it, black and white, and no government

can justly claim authority unless it is based on

the will of the people.

There can be no democracy in South

Africa, and Namibia, until apartheid is not

merely reformed, but completly destroyed, it

is only through the actions of such parties as

the African Nation Congress, and of the

recently formed United Democratic Front,

that this can ever be achieved.

Thanks
Dear Sir,

Late on Saturday night in the ladies toilet

in the Union Building, the rape alarm was

accidentally set off. As a result within

minutes three of the Union Barmen arrived.

Their prompt response was very reassuring

and much appreciated, despite it being a false

alarm.

S Dunlop

Physics 1

Yours sincerely,

Lindsay Pratt (Maths 2)

Jenny Massicott (Physics 2)

FELIX
First of all let me apologise for this edition of

FELIX being slimmer than usual, especially

compared with last week’s bumper 20 pages.

This is due to our printer Tony being ill. We

were promised a temporary printer by a staff

agency but he didn’t turn up, leaving us in the

lurch on Thursday. We hope that everything

will be back to normal next week.

The feature on sabbaticals this week (page 6)

highlights the fact that elections are looming.

The campus-wide ballot for next year’s

President, DP, Hon Sec and FELIX Editor is

on March 11 and 12, and nomination papers

go up on February 18.

Candidates are allowed to put up posters

and distribute handouts from 5.30pm on

Friday 1 March when papers come down.

Manifestos will be published in FELIX on

March 8. Anyone who wishes to discuss their

publicity with me (in confidence) can do so

from now on. Artwork for printing must be

ready by February 22 to ensure that posters

are ready for distribution when papers come

down. Publicity is controlled by Elections

Committee, which may impose regulations

from time to time.
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NEWS7]
News in brief

All items in the Linstead Hall

basement not belonging to

students who are currently

resident in Linstead or Southside

Halls, will be sold if they are not

claimed by Wednesday 20

February. Those wishing to

claim their possessions are

requested to contact the

Housekeeper or Subwardens.

All items should be labelled

clearly with full name, hall name

and room number.

The post of secretary to the Bar

Sub-Committee has become

vacant due to the resignation of

Mr Hugh Southey. Anyone

interested in standing should

attend the next meeting of the

Union Council at Silwood Park

on February 18.

Student cleaners are required for

the Southside and Linstead Halls

during the Easter vacation. The

dates are 25 March to 3 April,

and 13 to 19 April. Hours are

9.00am to 1.00pm at £1.80 per

hour, with bonus. Further

information and application

forms are available from

Christine O’Sullivan, Conference

Office, Sherfield Building.

A first year student is also

required as a receptionist in the

Summer Accommodation

Centre. Christine O’Sullivan has

details.

The Royal School of Mines take

on the Cambourne School of

Mines in the annual hockey,

football and rugby matches

which take place at Harlington

tomorrow. Coaches will leave

from Beit at 11.00am and 1.00pm

and all supporters are very

welcome.

Commenting on the visit Ian

Bull, ICU President said ‘God

help the building’.

Sir Keith Joseph reiterated the

Government’s policy of curbing

spending on higher education,

this week. In letters to the

chairmen of the University

Grants Committee and _ the

National Advisory Body

(responsible for funding

polytechnics and colleges), Sir

Keith also stressed the

Government’s intention to shift

the emphasis in higher education

towards science and engineering

and sub-degree work.

Members of the ICU Wine

Tasting Society will be able to

sample a £40 bottle of claret in

next week’s tasting tutored by

David Molyneaux-Berry, head of

the Sotheby’s wine department.

Chateau Mouton-Rothschild

will be the highlight of the claret

tasting on Tuesday at 6.00pm in

the Union SCR.

Union meets UGC

Members of the University Grants Committee (UGC) weeds College
on Wednesday for their five-yearly vistation.

The Committee, pictured above, met various interest groups at IC,
including representatives of the student body led by ICU President, Ian
Bull.

The UGC decides on the distribution of funds to the Universities, and
advises the Secretary of State for Education.

A report of the discussions held will appear next week.

A bore

writes
In a letter to Phil Woolas,

President of the National Union

of Students, Sir Keith Joseph,

Secretary of State for Education,

has highlighted the levels of

support for higher education

provided by taxpayers, and has

emphasised that student grants

can not be isolated from the need

to control public expenditure.

. Sir Keith said that the British

system of student support was

generous in comparison to other

countries in the western world.

He stated that parental

contributions are assessed to

provide £280 million of the total

cost of £2500 million for tuition

and research and around £800

million for student grants.

When describing the terms of

teférence,’ of Varyrecently

announced review of financial

support for students in higher

education, he mentioned the

need to safeguard the interests of

the tax payer.

The NUS has published its

own strategy for student

financial support, calling for an

education training allowance for

SHERFIELD BUILDING

PRINCE CONSORT ROAD

all students over 16, with the

right to be reimbursed for course

related expenses and access to

rent allowances and rate rebates.

The basic rate would be fixed bya

student cost of living index and

the system would be subject to

annual review by an independent

body.

Who You Gonna Call ?

STALE.3“ The Farebusters

@LOW COST FLIGHTS WORLDWIDE

@ TRANSALPINO AND EUROTRAIN

@ADVENTURE TOURS

@SKi HOLIDAYS

@ISIC CARDS

@WEEKEND BREAKS

@TRAVEL INSURANCE

@GROUP RATES

ULU Travel
IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION

THE JUNIOR COMMON ROOM

Library

up-date
Plans to introduce a bar-coding

system in the Lyon-Playfair

library have nearly been

finalised. The computerisation

should allow easier withdrawal

of books and a speedier and more

efficient service. Every book will

have a special bar-code which

can be read using a light-pen. The

system is expected to be installed

during the summer vacation.

The College’s central library

will have an extra £15000 to

spend on books and periodicals

following a decision by the

Finance and Executive

Committee earlier this week. The

Haldane library is expected to

receive up to £1000 of this to buy

more works of fiction.
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