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UGM MOTIONS

Huge Boycotts
IC Union will hold lightening Refectory Boycotts if College

put up prices again, Tuesdays UGM decided.

Hugh Southey, proposing the

motion on refectory prices spoke

of the haphazard way price

increases were currently decided

and called for the swift

installation of the long-overdue

computerised accounting system.

Any further arbitrary increases

should, said Mr Southey, be met

by forceful action from the

Union; students were always ina

minority at committee level and

College authorities continuously

ignored their views.

Opposing the motion David

Parry, ICU Deputy President,

called the motion ‘ill-conceived,

- ill-timed and _ ill-worded’. He

suggested a less militant

approach, calling the use of

boycotts a form of blackmail,

and advocated employing the

threat of possible action as a

means of enforcing the students’

viewpoint. Mr Southey

responded that College

authorities were no_ longer

swayed by threats — there had

been no refectory boycott for the

last five years. An organised

series of weekly boycotts, where

by only one outlet would be

affected at any one time of day,

would exert maximum pressure

on therefectory committee. After

questions, the motion was

carried conclusively.

The motion on student loans

was proposed by Graham

Brown, chairman of IC

Conservative Society. Mr Brown

favoured loans as an alternative

to the means-tested grant since

they afforded students a greater

degree of independence. His

devotion to a ‘market-force’ view

of the economy was not well

received, however.

A radical amendment to the

motion was then proposed,

supporting the award of a full

grant to all students. Speaking

for the amendment Mr Gareth

Fish referred to the loan system

as ‘a millstone arounda student’s

neck’ and suggested a full

mandatory award as a more

effective way to make students

more independent. Mr Brown

' cited examples of other countries

which had a loans system, and

did not foresee that students

would have problems making

repayments. In spite of this the

meeting voted to accept the

amendment. The amended

motion was proposed by Mr Fish

and subsequently passed.

The QT Hit Squad at Tuesday’s UGM

Washington, IC

Pictures above is Geno Washington who, on Wednesday, started what

will undoubtedly be a successful comeback, at The End of the World

party in the JCR. The party, to ‘celebrate’ President Reagan’s election

victory, was unsually well attended.

College wins appeal
Imperial College has won its

appeal over increased rates

charged by Westminster City

Council since 1980. A

substantial rebate is expected to

bé paid.

The case dates from 1973 when

the rateable value of the central

block of College Buildings was

reviewed by the Inland Revenue.

College disagreed with the

valuation and following

negotiations fixed a new value

with the Inland Revenue. The

position was further complicated

when the Huxley Building was

included in the Rating list from

1977, however college and the

Inland Revenue agreed on the

new total valuation.

Westminster City Council

appealed to the Greater London

Valuation Court against the

Original review and also

increased the percentage used to

reach the rateable value from

315% to 6% (the normal

commercial rate) in 1980. In the

past Universities and Colleges

have been charged rates at lower

levels under the terms of the

‘Provincial Memorandum’ which

favours educational premises

over commercial ones. The Court

decided in favour of West-

minister Council for higher

rateable values but reduced the

percentage from 6% to 414%.

As this case affected many

Colleges and Universities all over

the country, the University

Grants Committee decided to use

Imperial College as a test case

and appealed against the courts

decision at a Land Tribunal. The

outcome of this was a reduction

in the rateable value to below the

original 1973 level. The Land

Tribunal also decided to reduce

the rates back to the original 314.

The ruling, seen as a victory for

Universities and Colleges , is still

subject to a 28 day appeal

although College hope that

Westminster Council have no

grounds for this.
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LETTERS

Boolery Woolery

Dear Sir

I am not a close friend of Ray Taverner,

but I must say that from where I was standing

the delays in the finalisation of the accounts

appeared to be due almost entirely to factors

outside his control, contrary to what was

implied in last week’s Boolery Woolery.

The dates of the meetings of the Finance

and Executive Committees are published in

the College Year Card. Had your reporter

bothered to look it up, he would have found

that the meeting referred to took place on the

very day that the article appeared, not ‘next

week’. It was never planned that the accounts

would be considered at that meeting, and

neither were they at the corresponding

meeting last year.

I believe that FELIX has a valid réle to

play in exposing inefficiency, identrfying

prejudices, and debunking pomposity,

wherever they are to be found. But if it is to

do the job well, its reporters must get their

facts right. If they cannot do so, it would be

better if such articles did not appear at all.

I am in no position to comment on the other

‘facts’ contained in last week’s article, but

from what I have seen so far this year I think

your readers will be well advised to treat

everything they read in Boolery Woolery

with a considerable pinch of salt.

Yours faithfully

Malcolm Aldridge

Assistant Secretary (Finance)

Apartheid

Dear Sir

I spoke to one ofthe exhibitors at the RSM

Open Day about the Apartheid System in

South Africa. Referring to the subordinate

position of the black majority population

there, he said:

‘You keep rabbits in a rabbit hutch, don’t

you?

“You don’t allow them on the sofa’.

How many of this year’s IC graduates will

go burrowing in South Africa, and so help

keep the cages firmly shut?

Yours faithfully

J Michaelis

Mech Eng 2

A bore

writes

Dear Sir,

Having acquired an appetite for this sort of

thing I wondered who I should slag off next.

A visit to the palatial JCR eating emporium,

euphemistically called a refectory, leaves one

in no doubt of the passage of obscenities that

could be used to describe that abominable

offence to all taste and decency. The editor,

revelling in this upsurge of acrimonious

banter, has tried to persuade me to comment

further on the dirty doings of ‘my chums’ in

the diving club, some libellous statement

such as “illicit use of wet-suits overnight’ was

one suggestion, but I have no intention of

damning them again. Never kick a dog when

it’s down, especially when it bites back like a

wet sponge, is my aphorism for the week.

No, I wish to draw attention to the

unpleasant upsurge in Christian awareness.

Have you not been accosted in the street,

purchased a record you were handed for free,

and asked to repeat a chant for the

betterment of life and humanity? Well last

night I had these two Bible bashers come

knocking on my door. Responsible

missionary position types. You

know...Anorak, sweater, bible; wanted to

discuss the existence of God and the like.

Like a fool I said ‘Yes, by all means comein’.

So ip they came and sat on my bed. I

questioned their integrity, feeling that their

haircuts were just a little short. ‘Not from a

sect by any chance?’

‘Oh No!’ he exclaimed, ‘I’m a member of the

Church of England’. I took this to be at least

some measure of respectability so we got into

a discussion on the authenticity of the

Gospel. I accepted the existence of some chap

called Jesus but suggested in a round about

way that he was merely a_ confidence

trickster, freeloading food, transport and

women where ever he could. I went on to

admit that there was a definite need for a god

in the world and what a pity it would be if he

really did exist. I mean we have missd out on

such a great opportunity. My audience was

much encouraged by this so I continued with

a little analogy. Consider the devil receiving a

fresh batch of dead atheists. ‘It’s so good to

see all you non-believers together. I bet you

feel a right bunch of charlies.’ Unfortunately

this passed right over his head although I did

detect a slight snigger from his sidekick.

Whether this was a nervous inflection over

the word devil I shall never know as they left

shortly afterwards. On parting I’m sure I

noticed a slight grimace when I mentioned

that I would like to attend their discussion

meeting. See you there.

Yours evangelically,

Everard Snivel

(Real name supplied)

FELIX
Refectory

Boycott
Refectory food has been brought up again at

a UGM. Hugh Southey and Martin Taylor,

who between them have sat on most

committees worth sitting on, considered a

refectory boycott the only way of getting

home to the College the point that Mooney is

using a wholly arbitrary way of deciding price

increases. On top of unpalatable, rudely

served, wrongly labelled, incompetently

produced food, a ludicrous pricing scheme is

hardly likely to attract students to IC’s

refectories. The present inactivity of the

useful people in the College on the refectory

matter is explicable only if College want a

refectory service for extravagant formal

dinners and see that the only way of

maintaining it is to disguise it as a student

refectory service. Students already boycott

Mooney every lunch and dinner time in their

thousands, make no mistake.

Let the College take seriously their

responsibilities to feed students quickly and

cheaply and to appoint as a replacement for

Mr Mooney someone who will adopt such

radically different policies as to reverse the

decline that the refectories have been in for

decades.

Acknowledgements: Many thanks to Ajay,

Martin, Dave, Dave, Jon, Pete, Richard,
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Tony, Grenville, and all the collators.
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IBM EXHIBIT

Due to popular demand, IBM have

agreed to admit IC Students to their

EXHIBIT outside the Natural

History museum between 4pm and

6pm daily. Such students will receive

a free, full-colour brochure worth £2.

This offer applies until November 16.
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NUS—
closed shop?
A bill to make National Union of

Students (NUS) membership

voluntary was given its first

reading in Parliament last week.

Mrs Edwina Currie MP,

Derbyshire South (Con),

introduced a ten minute rule bill

in the House of Commons last

week, to give students the right to

refuse membership of the NUS.

The bill would mean that a

student’s written permission

would be required before an

educational establishment gave a

proportion of astudent’s grant to

the student union and then to the

NUS. This would end what Mrs

Currie claimed was a closed

shop.

Mrs Currie told FELIX that

she is seeking a meeting with Sir

Keith Joseph, the Secretary of

State for Education and Science,

and believed that it might be

possible for NUS membership to

be made voluntary without extra

legislation. She claimed that the

lack of opposition to her bill

showed a major change in

parliamentary opinion since the

last time the subject was debated

in 1978, when it aroused

controversy.

é

Colin Brown, of the NUS,

spoke angrily about the bill,

accusing Mrs Currie of ‘wasting

parliamentary time’, and stating

that if she used the language of

trade unionism to describe the

NUS, she was making a mistake.

Mrs Currie admitted that she had

not consulted the NUS before

introducing the bill, and she had

refused to see a delegation from

her local branch of the NUS

when they arrived in Parliament

to lobby her.

Ten minute rule bills have

virtually no chance of becoming

law, but serve as a useful test of

House of Commons opinion.

Imperial College has not been

affiliated to the NUS since 1978.

Obituary

Alasdair Scott-Moncrieff

Alasdair Scott-Moncrieff came

to Imperial College eighteen

years ago and soon involved

himself in the City and Guilds

Union and the West London

Chaplaincy, the two organ-

isations, which along with the

Civil Engineering Department,

were the focus of his formidable

energy and interest. Alasdair

enjoyed the company of students.

He lived for some years as a staff

member of Tizard and Linstead

Halls and always took an active

part in the life of the hall. He was

a founder member of two of the

West London Chaplaincy’s

student community houses.

Alasdair quickly moved to the

heart of the Chaplaincy, taking

on the considerable burden of

treasurer and administrator of its

short-life housing scheme. The

heart is the right description of

Alasdair’s place, because he

really cared for the people in the

houses he was looking after, and

his great energy and ability were

directed by the vision of

community the houses rep-

resented. That same vision

motivated hisywork for City and

Guilds Union, and his wall-

building, drain laying, surveying

and concrete mixing for the

conversion of Micklepage Barn

in Sussex into a place for many

communities to use.

Unhappily the community he

worked so hard to provide for

others evaded him. He found it

hard to believe in the warmth and

affection people had for him, or

to relax into the deeper

friendships that were offered. He

concealed his long struggle

against depression and despair so

well that even those close to him

had little idea how serious it was

until the despair so undermined

his will to fight that he ended his

life.

We may, with difficulty, be

able to replace the functions

Alasdair carried out in the

College, Chaplaincy, and Union,

but those close to him know

nothing will be the same without

the man himself.

Those of us who can, will pray

that Christ who penetrated the

depths of darkness and despair

and overcame them, will fill

Alasdair now with the affection,

warmth and joy he longed for,

and convince him that these

things really are for him.

David Ashforth, Chaplain

C&GU write: Alasdair was

Guild’s Senior Treasurer for

twelve years. This was a job

which carried no material reward

for the many hours of work

which it entailed and yet it was

always accomplished without

complaint. He was also actively

involved with the care of

Boanerges, the Guilds veteran

car, and will be sadly missed by

his colleagues on the Bo

committee.

A memorial service will be held

on Thursday 15 November at

1.30pm in Holy Trinity Church,

Prince Consort Road. All

students and staff are welcome to

attend. :

Bo romps home!
Imperial College supplied one

official and two unofficial

competitors in the London to

Brighton veteran car run last

Sunday.

One star of the day was

undoubtedly the C&G mascot

Bo, the official runner, who made

the trip in approximately five

hours. Bo was due to arrive in

Brighton at between 12.30 and

1.00pm but due to a minor

lubrication problem was 90

minutes late. Driver Simon

Chamberlain said the problems

were unfortunate as Bo had been

running ‘really well lately’; an

explanation which met withsome

scepticism from very cold

supporters.

Unofficial entrants were the

RCS fire-engine ‘Jez’, which

powered itself there and back,

and Derrick, a 1926 motorcycle

owned by C&G.

Everyone finished the day with

the usual ‘bumper car’ fight in the

fairgound.

FELIX Friday 9 November 1984


