
(

NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION

Playing

re
The fire alarms in Southside Halls continue to go off regularly,

despite assurances from the Estates section that the problem has

been reduced “almost to zero”. The alarm sounded on both

Sunday night and Monday night at the beginning of a week when

many students have exams. Wardens are concerned that residents

are effectively left without a fire alarm since, because of the large

number of false alarms, residents are taking no notice of the

alarm.

One Warden in Southside has

already said that he doubts he

could evacuate his Hall in the

event of a real emergency. In

addition many residents are

furious that their sleep is being

disturbed during the revision

period.

The Estates Section claim that

they are controlling the situation

by monitoring false alarms, and

replacing faulty smoke detectors

each time they go off. But Mr W

D Evans, Chief Engineer, was

unaware on Wednesday that the

alarm had gone off over the-

holiday weekend. It wasn’t until

FELIX contacted Estates that

the contractor fitting the system

was informed of the latest false

alarms.

The problem arises from

smoke detectors that are

activated by fumes from toasters,

said Mr Evans. ‘Students will

make toast, and when they make

toast they burn it,” he added.

Some residents were sceptical of

this explanation since the alarms

have regularly gone off between

the hours of 2:00 and 3:00am.

The Estates section claim that

they are informed by Sherfield

security every time the alarm in

Southside goes off. Fire Officer

Bob Foggon then authorises

replacement of the faulty

detector by the contractors, Fire

Alarm Clock Equipment

(FACE) Ltd.

The new fire alarm system was

installed by FACE more than two

months ago to bring Southside

into line with GLC fire

regulations. The plans included

the fitting of smoke detectors in

communal areas and landings

and it is largely, though not

exclusively, these smoke

detectors that have caused

problems.

The original spate of false

alarms more than a month ago,

was attributed to ‘“‘teething

problems”. On Wednesday, the

Chief Engineer, Mr W D Evans,

felt able to say that the problem is

reduced to zero and that FACE

are a good firm that have been

used before and will be used

again.

Portrait
The Rector of Imperial College,

Lord Flowers, is to have his

portrait painted in June. This is

to celebrate his 60th birthday in

September.

Departments are being invited

to contribute up to £250 each

towards the cost of the painting, a

birthday present to the Rector.

The distinguished artist Kyffin

Williams RA OBE is to be

commissioned to paint the

Rector. It is thought that only

two sittings will be necessary.

Water Calamity!
The Chemistry New Building was

left without power and lighting

over the weekend and Bank

Holiday. The main power cable

was burnt through after water

leaked from the seventh fioor to

the sub-basement.

Original fears that the

interruption in supply would

cause serious damage proved

unfounded, and long term

damage should be minimal.

It is thought that the flood was

caused when a water tap vacuum

pump burst. A large volume of

water then percolated its way

through the building, fusing the

power supply when ground level

was reached.

The Central Stores depart-

ment, which is situated in the

basement of Chemistry, felt the

full effect of the power failure. An

electric sewage pump failed, and

volumes of sewage started to

build up in the stores. Workers .

from the Estates section cleared

the sewage using brooms. They

were unable to obtain gum-boots

for the operation.

College
Secretaries and library staff

staged a lightning half-day strike

yesterday in protest of a3% pay

offer. The staff, who are members

of the National Association of

Local Government Officers

(NALGO), received strike

instructions from national

headquarters on Thursday:

morning.

Ms Marilyn Evers, NALGO

Executive Committee member,

said that a deputation was being

Chaos
sent to see the Rector. They are

demanding a pay increase of

more than 3%, she said.

_ The strikers hoped to bring

‘many offices around College to a

standstill. It was up to individuals

to strike or not, but wide-spread

support was expected.

NALGO members picketed

the gates of the College after

meeting outside the Lyon

Playfair Library at 12:00 noon

yesterday.

-NALGO members picketing the College main gates
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must have seen every single

Letters

Right of

Reply
Dear Pallab

It irked me no end when I

realised that you were as guilty

of some of the things you

accused Gaynor of (Editorial,

May 25). Did you, for instance,

consult, or seek an opinion

from Miss Gaynor about her

alleged authoritarian ways? If

not, why not? If you did then

why didn’t you include them.

I am aware of the right to

reply facility you grant your

readers—but surely if such

serious allegations (most of

which lacked substantiation) are

made about a person (whom

you admit to be conscientious

and hard working) then the

editor owes her a space within

the editorial—especially since it

is the editor who’s made those

allegations. She, unlike you

Pallab dear, does not enjoy the

privilege of writing a weekly

column that is widely read. She

unlike you is thus denied a

platform from which to express

her personal view publicly!

(Incidentally, was the article

merely one based on a personal

view or was some sort of

consensus tapped?)

In the light of what I’ve just’

said, don’t you think some fair

play is in order. Or will you

choose to ignore my suggestion

for Gaynor to be given editorial

space next week and comments;

after all, you have the power to

determine what is printed and

what isn’t. Will you, I wonder,

do a ‘Gaynor’ and thereby

confirm my belief that all

people in power are susceptible

to accusations of authoritari-

anism—Miss Gaynor and you

being no exceptions? I await the

next issue with eagerness.

S G Aswani

Man Sci PG

(How about it Gaynor? 400

words on ‘Why I’m not a lousy

President’ by Monday-Ed.)

Political

Inaction

Dear Pallab

I would like to draw people’s

attention to one objection to the

President’s Report that was not

covered in FELIX last week.

This relates to the lack of

activity in External Affairs.

I agree with the sentiments

wa,nee aE: to-the- Fdiloni
expressed in last week’s FELIX

Editorial, that Gaynor Lewis

has worked hard and

conscientiously this year, whilst

at the same time has run a

closed Union and not taken an

active part in the wider

interests of student matters.

The lack of commitment to

External Affairs, typifies this

position.

In answer to this criticism at

the AGM, she quoted her

report saying that she did not

stand on a “politically inclined

platform” (sic) and that she

regarded her duties within the

warm confines of the Union

Office as being of more

importance, and more within

her influence.

This non-political attitude is

an excuse for inaction. The

President should be elected on

the grounds of his or her

politics, as it is the politics of the

President that determines the

policy of the Union. Without

policies, the Union’s function is

purely administrative, and

could be done by a permanent

member of staff. What is the

point of electing secretaries?

I see external affairs as being

one of the major political issues

which will affect the whole of

the educational system—IC

included.

Neglecting duties in the wider

issues of external affairs to

concentrate solely on internal

matters is surely a short-sighted

policy. It leaves ICU isolated

and inward looking, with no

outside expression or influence

other than through one or two

hard working individuals. Pete

Burt’s tremendous contribu-

tions were surely overlooked

when awarding higher Union

honours.

Let’s hope that next year’s

executive can be more dynamic,

achieving more than good

administrative work, and not

remain deaf and closed to

student opinions and ideas as

typified by the UGM Chairman

at the AGM.

John Sattaur

Physics 3

Jingoistic

Shit-Stirrer

Dear Pallab

On the shoulders of Steve

Marshall I march forth with my

faithful pen at my side.

I write in response to

Graham Brown’s third glorious

offering. An apparently

standard defensive reply to last

week’s comments it proceeded

to spout typically Conservative

bullshit. There are, no doubt,

Cuban backed forces in Africa

and there have been massacres

of innocent civilians (more

notably in Afghanistan and El

Salvador) in the cause of Soviet

and American hegemony but

this deliberate diversion of

attention from the evils of

apartheid leads me to ask Mr

Brown...Are you a friend of

Apartheid or simply a jingoistic

shit-stirrer for President

Reagan?

The Sun and Express are

pleading for journalists with

your talents. Please leave our

letter columns for more

objective comments and

criticisms.

Yours objectively:

Andrew Causebrook:

PS: V’ve run out of coffee!

Harassment

and

Intimidation

Dear Pallab

In his letter to you (FELIX

674), Mr Burt (ICU External

Affairs Officer) certainly

dispelled any illusion he has

tried to create of impartiality on

the subject of NUS. He seems to

assume that the two ‘Union|

officers who were actually|

present at’ NUS conference |

incident that occurred there.

How else can he justify his

rather unpleasant implication

that the undemocratic

behaviour described by Mr

Brown is a fabrication? As one

of the Union officers Mr Burt

places so much trust in was

reported in last week’s FELIX

to have enjoyed ‘eating,

drinking, ‘smoking’ and

screwing’ at the conference, his

premise is unlikely to say the

least.

Furthermore he claims that a
smear campaign against the

NUS has recently been

launched by the Federation of

Conservative Students. This is

not true, FCS and its members

have always felt it their duty to

keep ordinary students

informed of inefficiencies and

injustices that the NUS tries to

hide beneath a facade of

representativeness and demo-

cracy. As 40% ofstudents voted

conservative at the last general

election, and as every member

of FCS has joined of his own

free will, FCS tuly represents

the interests of a larger

proportion of students. than

does any other student

organisation, including NUS

(which is controlled by “Clause

Four’ Marxists). Having talked

to numerous FCS delegates

who have been ‘actually

present’ at NUS conferences,

the stories of harassment and

intimidation that Mr Brown

tells are depressingly familiar.

ICU seems to take a very

complacent attitude to the

NUS: ‘We’re OK. We’re out of

that obnoxius, blatantly party

political organisation. We can

spend our money on student

activities, and hold elections

based on individual merit.’ If

Mr Burt had any sense of

responsibility, he would spend

some time helping less

fortunate students from other

colleges with their disaffiliation

campaigns. Instead of this he

buries his head in the sand and

tries to cover up for his left wing

chums in NUS.

Finally, Iam glad to see that

Mr Brown (Consoc Chairman-

elect) is continuing the all

important fight against

Bolshevism at IC and wish him

every success in doing so,

especially as I am bored of it,

and intend to do something

else.

Yours sincerely

Jonathan Gerson

PS: Offers of jobs, marriage,

drinks etc gladly accepted.
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Confidence Trickster
A confidence trickster, posing

as a student, obtained money

from an IC postgraduate on

Tuesday under falses pretences.

The man, an African about 6ft

tall, approached a number of

students and said that he was

destitute. He then offered a

forwarding address in return for

a ‘loan’ of cash. Union officers

were suspicious when it became

apparent that he had given

different names and addresses to

different students.

He also attempted to obtain

cash from the Union Office,

saying that he needed it for train

fare.

Union President Gaynor Lewis

warned students to be on their

guard and on‘no account to part

with any money if approached by

this man.

Departments

are unsafe
An officer from the Health and

Safety Inspectorate has been

touring Imperial College over the

last few days. Already she has

served ‘improvement notices’ on

two departments, informing

them of unsafe working

conditions or apparatus. The

departments involved, Civil

Engineering and Aeronautical

Engineering, face substantial

fines if they fail to carry out the

necessary improvement work.

Missing!
Members of the College

administration were shocked to

notice the disappearance last

month of Mr Alf Toft, Surveyor

in the Estates section. One day he

turned up for work as usual, the

next day he was gone. Dismayed

colleagues realised that he wasn’t

coming back when his office was

cleared out by cleaning staff.

Speculation is also rife at the

moment regarding Mr Don

Clarke, Head of the Estates

section. He is at a course in

Reading at the moment; will he

have a job to come back to when

they’ve taught him to read?

Union sanctions

against College
The IC Branch of the Association

of Scientific, Technical and

Managerial Staffs (ASTMS)

resolved on Friday, at an

emergency meeting, to take

sanctions against the College.

The list of sanctions is not

exhaustive, but include

withdrawal of technicians from

College committees, refusal to

operate untested electrical

equipment and refusal to cover

for absence due to sickness or

holidays.

The dispute arises from a

disagreement over the Easter

Holiday arrangemeats. Tech-

nical staff took what they

thought was their proper

entitlement, but in three

departments such staff had their

pay stopped for one day.

A delegation from ASTMS

went to see Mr John Davidson,

Personnel Secretary. He refused

to consider refunding the staff

pay untnil proper holiday

| arrangements were finalised. The

ASTMS refused to negotiate ;

until members have their pay -

restored.

The staff who had pay docked

were from just three depart-

ments: Elec Eng, Chem Eng and

Geology. Departmental

Superintendants in these

departments were instructed by

personnel to supply a list of those

who took the holiday in question.

The College dealt with the

situation by paying staff a

negative amount of pay for the

day concerned. ASTMS

President, Harry Fairbrother,

has responded by telling members

to write cheques for negative

amounts and send them to

College.

The sanctions are likely to

cause severe problems in certain

departments, particularly where

technicians operate vital

electrical equipment.

ASTMS have pledged, however,

that under no circumstances will

their dispute affect examinations.

\

re" DIRTY WEEKES
Yes, folks we’ve done it again! To get rid of those

exam time blues, STA are giving away a weekend

for two in Paris (nudge, nudge). All you need to do is

answer these simple questions based loosely on

travel and answer the questions that will appear in

next week’s FELIX. Details of how to enter will be

given in next week’s issue.

1. Surely you recognise this

’ famous building. Or do you? Is it

a) The Taj Mahal, India

b) The Taj Mahal Restaurant,

184 Holland Park Avenue,

c) Sacre Coeur, Paris

d) Sacre Bleu, Mon Dieu!

e) The Fremantle Hotel.

2. Somewhere off the coast of

South America there is a tiny

island called San Felix where

absolutely nothing ever happens.

Which South American country

does it belong to?

3. How much is it to fly to

Singapore with the cheapest

flight from STA?

4. Where would you go in Paris if

you wanted a bit of...er...well...

you know...hanky panky?

a) Le Sorbonne

b) Montmarte

c)-Pigalle

d) Les Champs Elysées

e) Rue de Postcards

5. We all know there are 52

states in the USA. But which of

them begin with ‘O’?

donated

6. This is Mark Fletcher, who is

in charge of the STA Office in the

JCR. But what is the name of his

charming assistant?

by

D for two in

IS
S i He

7. And finally, you may have

heard how frightfully useful an-

ISIC card is, and how you can get

hold of one at the STA Office.

But who is eligible to have one?

a) Anyone under 26

b) Any full time student

c) Anyone under 35

d) Any full time student under

30

e) Anyone in possession of a

kipper and a brick in a brown

paper bag.

THE SMALL PRINT

(THE RULES)
Only full time students at IC may enter.

The following shall not be eligible:

FELIX staff

Relatives and spouses of the above

Jonathan Gerson

In the advent of a tie, the winner will be

chosen at random from the correct entries.

The staff refuse to accept bribes unless they

are in excess of £100 and in used notes.

The Editor's decision is final.
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