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Angry Exchanges

in Phones Fury!
Union President Gaynor Lewis has decided that IC Radio and

STOIC will have their outside telephone lines removed with the

introduction of the new telephone system in September. The two

stations presently have external extensions which enable them to

Pictured above at Saturday’s Rag

Fete, a student suffering the after

effects of a Mines curry. All in all

£850 was raised from stalls and

trips up the Queens Tower. Guilds

President Mike Stuart raised £300

by allowing his successor Maribel

Anderson to shave off his hair.

For a full account of the Fete see

UGM Sketch on page 3.

make outgoing calls through the College switchboard.

When told of the particular

necessity of IC Radio’s being able

to make outgoing calls, Miss

Lewis said they could make their

calls from the Union Office. It

seems unnecessary, however, that

IC Radio staff should be required -

to do this when it would cost
nothing extra to allow them to .

make outside calls from their

offices in Southside, as at present.

IC Radio need to make outside

calls to keep in touch with record

companies from which they

receive over £2,000 worth of

records every year. STOIC often

require to telephone people to

request interviews and over the

years have been successful in

getting many famous names into

their studios. The Ents office is

also to lose its external call

facility which was only installed

late last year and which they use

to organise band bookings.

The reason for Miss Lewis

proposed restrictions is unclear.

There is no apparent need to limit

the total number of extensions

able to make outgoing calls since

all extensions are physically

identical and the type of calls

which can be made from any

particular one is controlled by

computers in the exchange. Miss

Lewis told FELIX she felt the

Union would do well to get one

extra line, but the College are

concerned only with the total

number of instruments, not the

number which make outgoing

calls which is irrelevant for

installation purposes. Even if her

.

assertion were true the only

reason why there are no lines left

for IC Radio, STOIC and Ents is

the increase in lines in the Union

Office.

There have been complaints

from College that a number of

unauthorised overseas calls have

been made by the Union. It seems

that IC Radio and STOIC are

having their ability to make calls

when these unauthorised calls

originate from the Union Office.

In any case the new system will be

able to provide the Union with

information about calls made

from each individual extension so

any abuse will be easily

discoverd.

The new system will be a

modern electronic exchange with

many new facilities. All

telephones will make and receive

internal calls and many will also

receive incoming external calls.

Only those phones authorised by

departments (which includes IC °

sacrificed to appease College Union) will make outgoing calls.

AGM Awards
Awards for notable contributions to the Union were presented to staff

and students at yesterday’s Annual General Meeting. Two Union

General Awards were made to students who have done outstanding

work for the Union and Honorary Life Membership of IC Union was

awarded to six members of staff.

UGAs were awarded to Ian Bull ACC Chairman and President-elect

for his work for athletics amongst other things, and Peter Rodgers for

work on FELIX and the Union Handbook. These awards are made by

the President alone, unlike other Union awards. Gaynor Lewis was

also awarded a UGA by Council.

Honorary Life Membership was awarded to Jo Hewanicka, who

recently left her job as Union receptionist; Roy Hicks, Bookshop

Manager; Bill Mason, Boathouse Manager; Nick James of the

Computer Centre for his work for Sporting Motorcycle Club; Robin

Smith, College Tutor and SCC Senior Treasurer; and Dr Sinclair

Goodlad for his work for the Pimlico Connection society. It was

discovered that Dr Goodlad had already been awarded HLM in 1968

but the Union had lost records of this.

The meeting considered the President’s annual report next, and:

there was a move to refer it back by John Martins on the grounds that

he disagreed with her views of UGMs. He spoke to this referral and asa

vote was being taken he challenged the quorum of the meeting. Since

there were less than 100 people present the meeting was deemed closed

by the Chairman.
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Letters!
Apartheid

Ambassador
Dear Editor

The Conservative Society

will, we’re sure, be only too

eager to invite the SA

Ambassador to College under

the banner of ‘free speech for

all’. However, we must ask

ourselves, would we have the

freedom to speak out against

Apartheid in his country? In the

UK ‘freedom’ is supposed to be

a right given’ to those who do

not abuse it—if a government

actually exists by virtue of a

systematically evil law, which is

all about denying ‘freedom’ to

the majority, then we do not

believe we should be providing

a platform for its representa-

tives. We don’t suppose Con

Soc would invite spokespersons

for the Polish, Iranian or

Libyan governments (to name

but a few!) to speak here.

If the Con Soc is so

concerned about ‘free speech’

perhaps they might also invite

Steve Kitson (recently released

from a SA jail after serving a

horrendous sentence) to speak

about the struggle of the black

peoples in Southern Africa

against the oppression of a

crushingly brutal regime. We

think that if Con Soc go ahead

-with this invitation, it will

expose the double standards:

that they apply—ie some people

(the wealthy) are more entitled

to freedom than others.

Yours etc

B Hillary, Res Asst, Mech Eng

J Antonio, PG, Mech Eng

Dear Pallab

Your report in last week’s

editorial gave+the impression

that Con Soc were in the

process of inviting the South

African Ambassador to address

the society. Nothing could be

further from the truth. At a

recent Committee meeting to

plan next year’s events, the idea

of the invitation was raised,

particularly appropriate in the

light of the case of Zola Budd,

the imminent visit of Mr Botha,

and the atrocities taking place

in Africa as Cuban-backed

insurgents massacre innocent

civilians in the cause of Soviet

hegemony.

‘ condoning apartheid, I feel that

a College such as Imperial, with

its strong African connections,

should provide a platform to

someone denied it elsewhere.

Yours

Graham Brown

Con Soc Chairman-elect
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While in no way...

Thumbs

Up!

Pallab

In the beginning was the

toilet graffiti.

Why does A Causebrook

doubt his own fine talents to

pen his worth and stir’ the

murky waters of IC?

I would rather have a wank

outside the American Embassy

than blow my horn under the

deaf ears

students.

A Causebrook you have my

persmission to stand on my

shoulders.

Thumbs up the squad.

Steve Marshall

PS: Who gets to put coffee in

Michael Newman’s acid?

Senseless

Behaviour
Dear Pallab °

Having just witnessed the

RCS initiations ceremony Ifeel

that the time has come to curtail

such stupid and pointless

practices. There may well be

historical reasons for these

barbaric habits, but each year

they seem to get progressively

- worse. Rotting fish guts, eight

week old milk and decaying

octopus cannot any longer be

regarded as funny things to

pour over people. Surely no one

would want the initiates to

become seriously ill and it

seems to me that they may well

do. If they do not catch some

parasitic disease from the.

rotting debris then following up

with a Round Pound dip must

be seen as an attempt to assume

that they end up being the worse

for wear.

I myself following one such

stupid event managed tocatcha

urinary infection, cystitis and a

kidney infection, and I would

not recommend this to any-|
body. I hope that someone will

have the sense to stop this

senseless behaviour.

Joanna Claydon

of a few sleepy

Newman Ban

Dear Pallab

As the members

committee, formed to hear

Michael Newman’s appeal

against the disciplinary action

taken by the Executive of

Imperial College Student

Union, may we acquire some

space in your journal to explain

our decision and clear up any

misconceived ideas that may

have arisen over this matter.

Mr Newman admitted to

defacing two pages of the

RSMU Newsletter due for

publication before the Mines

Review. He also agreed that he

was uncooperative in locating

these ‘alterations’ when asked

to do so. The Executive meeting

of 21 March decided,

unanimously, to ban Mr

Newman from the Union

Building for two months from

5:30pm, 23 March. He was

informed of this and his right of

appeal by letter. We understand

he was also banned by you from

the FELIX Office and charged

a sum of approximately£16 for

reprinting costs of the defaced

articles. Mr Newman did not

appeal against the Executive

decision until 9 May, although

according to Union Disciplin-

ary Procedure, he should have

done so within fourteen days of

notification. We felt however

that as much of this time fell in

the Easter vacation he should

be allowed to continue his

of the

appeal.

After hearing statements

from Gaynor Lewis, Chris

Griffin (RSMU Newsletter

editor), yourself and Mr

Newman, this committee were

unanimous in that the

Executive were correct in their

decision and that disciplinary

procedure had been correctly

followed.

Mr Newman was not

prevented from voting at either

the UGM or SCC meetings and

could have made statements at

either, by proxy, if he so wished.

This committee did make a

further statement to the fact

that in future disciplinary cases

both complainant and plaintiff
be invited to produce writtén

statements before the Executive

meeting and informed in

writing of the date and time of

the said meeting.

I hope this explanation of our

decision will put Mr Martin’s

mind at rest and that Mr

Newman was given a fair

hearing by an _ independent

body, chosen at random, from

Imperial College Student

Union Council.

He may also wish to be

informed that at the appeals

committee Mr Newman refused

to give an assurance that should

such an opportunity arise’

again, he would not commit a

similar act.

Yours sincerely

C H Hendy, D Parry, D H

Southey, J Claydon, P Burt

NB: Lee Evans also sat on the

appeals committee but was
unable to be contacted in time

about this letter.

Estates

Fiasco

Dear Sir

Estates have done it again. In

spending College money on

wonderful technological key-

card doors for Southside halls

of residence they have

overlooked the fact that it won’t

help...the problem in Southside

is that anyone prepared to wait

five minutes will be let in by a

resident. Whether they’re let in

through one set of doors or two

doesn’t seem that important.

I’ve been let in at 3:30am by a

security guard who doesn’t

know me before know, without

a word—let alone a request for

ID. As long as people in

Southside continue to let

strangers in without asking

them for Unioncards (for

example), security in Southside

will continue to be non-existent.

I don’t know how to improve

this, but spending £77? on anew

set of doors won’t help.

Alongside this, the fact that

the doors are so cheap they

don’t close properly, and can

thus be shoved open when they

are ‘latched’ shut, doesn’t seem

to matter much...

N D Anderson

Elec Eng 1



Levi it out,

John

UGM Sketch
There are General Meetings, and

there are Annual General

Meetings. Sadly both are

generally less than rivetting and

stitches of laughter are an all too

rare sight. It was with this in mind

and the prospect of three Shock

- Horror Probe Physics exams in

the 27 hours before yesterday’s

AGM that the farewell sketch

was prepared in advance. This

caused few problems as _ the

Sketch has a well-established set

of guidelines for such an

emergency, ie write about

nothing in particular, explain at

great length why it is that the

sketch-writer finds himself

having to write about nothing in

particular at great length, dole

out a few awards and tell you

what the people who normally

appear in the Sketch were doing

for the rest of the week, at the Rag

Fete for instance.

Unfortunately I missed Lady

Mary opening the fete but by all

accounts she was on fine form

and suitably sympathetic when

someone flanned Gaynor as she

was standing next to the good

lady trying to get a word in

edgeways.

Sporting stalls were prominent

but the level of competence and

know-how low—competitors

gave flawless impersonations of

England’s bowlers by failing to

hit the wicket once in all the time

I watched the cricket stall; one

viewer, as he watched the cup

final on the psychedelic video

screen, voiced his incredulity that

Everton’s Neville Southall has

never played for England

(Southall is ruled out on two

counts of course—being Welsh

and a rather good keeper to boot)

and Sean Davis fumbled what

was possibly the only clean pass

in a neanderthal game of rugby

on the Queen’s Lawn. It was a

bad day all round for Davis as he

had earlier been comprehensively

beaten by this writer at the

‘Sucking Jelly through a Straw’

stall.

Star of the rugby, playing

scrum-half and agent provocateur,

was Guilds President-elect

Mirabel Anderson. Sporting

what is currently one of the best

haircuts in College and variously

dressed in a_ pink bin-liner,

Maribel Anderson and Mike Stuart.

fencing mask anda T-shirt saying

‘I’m working on it’ Maribel was in

fact star of the afternoon—

shaving Mike Stuart’s head,

being a victim in the stocks,

flanning people and seemingly

being beneath the posts, under

the table and behind the scrum all

at the same time.

Running her a close second

was the fire-eater/flame-thrower

who indulged in this spectacular

and risky business behind a cool

pair of shades (an obscure little

opthalmic/celluloid reference

there). Other successful

attractions were the Queens

Tower for which people were

prepared to queue for over an

hour and the afore-mentioned

head-shrinking which raised over

£300. Afterwards Stuart was seen

tempting fate walking around in

a fez and being screen-tested for a

remake of The King and I.

Hopefully anything scan-

dalous that did happen at

yesterday's AGM is reported

elsewhere and before taking my

leave I would like to take this

opportunity to scotch (shurely

shome mishtake—sic, in, etc)

rumours that despite efforts to

introduce drier humour into

FELIX and generally make the

paper a little cleaner this column

will not be retitled the UGM

Sketchleys.

Chem Eng get £2m
The Chemical Engineering

department has been given two

million pounds worth of

computing hardware, software

and back up by IBM. The deal is

part of an IBM promotion to

increase the use of their systems

in universities,

The department are to receive

an IBM 4341, which is the top of

their super mini range. This will

be coupled with a Series 1

computer to control the pilot

plant. In addition there will be

forty colour graphics terminals

for teaching purposes. IBM will

also supply some control

software and the wages of two

programmers for three years.

The aim of the project from

IBM’s point of view is that

several chemical engineering

departments including Imperial’s

will develop experience in

teaching on IBM equipment. It is

expected that the department will

be used as a showpiece by the

company. However the

department has signed no formal

agreement to provide software to

IBM and the company described

the deal as part of their effort to

be good corporate citizens.

The equipment will be

delivered in the summer and used

primarily by undergraduates.

More Sherry Money!
The Union will get a 3.8% increase in its subvention from College for

next session, it was agreed recently. In addition an extra £6,500 will be

provided to cover expenses involved with joining the University

Athletics Union.

The total to be received from College will rise from £214,120 to

£228,750. This leaves a shortfall between income and estimated

expenditure next year of some £7,000, but a surplus from the present

year is expected to cover some of this. It is also expected that the

Union’s income from other sources can be booked to cover any

shortfall.

AP Published
The Alternative Prospectus (AP)

‘of Imperial College has now been

published. This will be

distributed to schools and

colleges throughout the UK. It

aims to provide a students’ eye

view of what life at IC is really.

like.

Acting Publications Board

Chairman Hugh Southey

commented “‘I think that this is

the best AP for many years. I can

recommend it thoroughly.”

The AP contains articles on

each department in the College,

written by dep reps and elected

student representatives.

In addition it contains

information regarding IC Union

and the various clubs and

societies.

The AP is designed to be read

in conjunction with the College’s

Official Prospectus produced by

the Registry. Together they

provide prospective students

with the fullest possible

information with which to make

their choice of universities.

“The number of student

unions producing APs is declining

The cover of this year’s

Alternative Prospectus. .

steadily,” said Diane Love, AP

Editor, “I am glad that IC, at

least is able to continue.’ She

added that complementary

copies will be sent out soon and

that people intending to be dep

reps next year should bear in

mind that writing an AP article is

an important part of their job.
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