
5) Felix

In a dramatic gesture Deputy President candidate Simon Neild withdrew

his nomination at the end of his speech at yesterday’s UGM. Mr Neild’s

decision means that Dave Parry, presently RCS Vice President, is elected

unopposed as DP. Also at the meeting an appeal against disqualification

by Mark Cottle, who was standing for FELIX Editor, was quashed by 197

votes to 143 on a paper ballot. Mr Cottle was disqualified because a

manifesto which was considered to be in support of his campaign

the Hon Sec candidates. Eric

Derbyshire spoke first, again

stressing his experience for the

post. Ian House spoke of the need

for the Union to support direct

student action much more.

The FELIX Editor candidates

CANDIDATE DROPS BOMBSHELL
himself to improving the written

content of the paper, whilst Dave

Rowe promised to brighten up

the appearance of FELIX which

had stayed much the same for

four years.

The remaining chance to hear

appeared in Guildsheet, a direct contravention of the election rules.

The meeting started with Mr

Cottle’s appeal. Jim Boucher of

the Elections Committee

explained the decision and Mr

Cottle spoke in reply. The ballot

was counted during the following

officers’ reports and was an-

nounced before the hustings

began.

After the reports the meeting

heard speeches from five of the

six candidates for President. Jon

Barnett was not present, but a

speech was made by his proposer

Jon Taylor who urged candidates

to vote for Mr Barnett orabstain.

Ian Bull spoke of his experience

and proven ability to be Presi-

dent, whilst Gareth Fish made an

outspoken attack on College, the

Union and bar prices, sentiments

which were echoed by David

Larrington. Aidon Jennery made

noises to punctuate his

proposer’s speech, and Paul

Simion promised to get tough

with College over important

issues.

The DP hustings took place

next. Stmon Neild spoke first, fj

and at the end of his speech he f

and §

announced he was withdrawing. f

dropped his bombshell

Mr Neild said that there were

many things he would like to see

done to improve the Union, and

that in talking to his opponent he

had found they had a broad area

of agreement on this. He was }

standing down because he felt |

that Mr Parry’s greater

experience would enable him to §

be a better DP.

Dave Parry then made his

speech despite being- now

unopposed. This was followed by

Aidon Jennery and his proposer, La Iatrou bringing the House

down with their entertaining speech.
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the candidates in action if you

missed the Hustings UGM is on

IC Radio on Friday evening.

Voting is next Monday and

Tuesday at ballot boxes in all

departments. You will need your

Unioncard to vote.

made speeches last. Adrian

James attacked this year’s

FELIX as being a poor copy of

Private Eye and Tim Noyce

thought FELIX needed to be

bigger and to cater for more

tastes. Peter Rodgers committed

It seemed like an ordinary day for Peter Gwee of Physics

1—until he saw last week’s FELIX Bingo number that is!

Lucky Peter could hardly contain himself when he found
out that he had won the weekend for two in Amsterdam.
As yet Peter hasn’t decided who to take with him hence

the presence of top Union freebie hunters, Teller and

Davis attempting to muscle in on the act at the presenta-

tion ceremony-Pictured above Peter Gwee receiving his

| prize from STA Managing Director Dick Porter.

-



Fight for

_ Better Pay!

» Dear Sir

The letter from NUPE in
your last issue reflects their

concern for their members who

are in a low pay sector of the

Universities. We hope you will
’ press the College to answer it.

Students will know that the
process of drawing conclusions

* from data has to be carried out
‘with care. Thus despite the
‘higher average costs for staff

other than NUPE members,
“many of the ASTMS members

° in the technical staff qualify for
’ social security benefits; for
example, free milk for their |

children. Members of the
‘College staff with a son or'
daughter at University
probably suffer the worst

financially since the student’s
‘income to the family is so low.

Thus an immediate conse-
squence of the figures which

‘relate to staff costs but tend to.
Suggest salary is that the plight,

of students is far worse. The
logic of the NUPE letter leads to
the conclusion that all the
College staff should supple-
ment student grants, since

Students are the lowest paid.
‘sector of the Universities.

The truth of the matter is that
the premise of the NUPE letter
regarding the fixed percentage
of the College Income being.
taken by wages and salary is
false. For most College staff
their salaries are determined on
a national basis and therefore
cannot be constrained by a

College policy. Also it is
common justice that those who

have a long training period
should have higher salaries
when at work so as to

compensate them for the long

period when they earned so.
little.

We welcome the initiative of
NUPE inentering the generality
of the matter. The financial
Strategy of the College:

regarding its staff is a general

area for debate. Consequent

upon this is the financial

Strategy of HM Government

towards Universities, their staff
and their students. This is of
greater importance.

It is our opinion that
Universities should be in the
‘investment’ sector of the
economy and not in the

‘charity’ sector as they now are.
Only if such steps are taken by
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the Government will it be

possible to deal adequately with

the question of low pay within

the University sector.

Yours sincerely

Harry Fairbrother

President, ICASTMS

No Ransom

for ‘Smelly

Beaver’
Dear FELIX

Having read your article on

the capture of Bruce the Beaver

I am writing to correct your

inaccuracies. LSE Students’

Union will not pay any ransom

in the near future until

everything is verified. In the

past Bruce has been kidnapped

by other colleges, most recently

by King’s, but usually has been

returned without a ransom

being paid. One reason for this|

is that the Beaver smells (not as

much now).

Incidently FELIX seems to

_ be suffering from an overdose

of student politics—a common|

infliction. Every issue the letters

column is used by seasoned

hacks to slag off their

opponents. This should be

avoided if FELIX wants to bea |

good student newspaper (unlike

London Student).

Yours sincerely

Mann Kee Li

Overseas Students Executive |

Officer, LSE Student Union

Peace

through

submission

to God
Dear Pallab

_I read your article ‘God
Exists—Official’ in last week’s
FELIX. Having also attended a

part of the Debsoc lecture in
which there was complete!

discord between speakers and.

the audience as to the question

of the existance of God, I;

thought I must point out to all|

- {network, a network requiring a

a
those who are earnestly seeking

Truth that the Qur’an, the last

revealed Book (which unlike

the Old Testament and Gospel,

is still intact in its original

pristine form), answers the

question posed in the debate,

and goes on to give a complete

code of life for those who wish

to achieve peace through

submission to God both in this
world and the Hereafter. The
Qur’an is freely available and its
meaning has been translated

into English.

Yours sincerely

T Sheriff

Chem PG 1

Why I

Quit-Neild
Dear Pallab

At yesterday’s Hustings

UGM, I announced my
decision to stand down from the

elections for Deputy President.

This leaves the post to be filled

unopposed, by Dave Parry, the

present Vice President of RCS.

My reasons for standing, what I

hoped to achieve, and my

eventual reasons for with-

drawal were amply put in my

hustings speech yesterday, but

for those either absent or asleep

at the time I would like to

reiterate them here.

Much has been written and

said criticising the basic

facilities College provides for

the use of Imperial College

studens. However, this

situation is unlikely to improve

so long as College holds a

monopoly on the provision of

such services as refectories and

bars. It must be the aim of any

good student union to work to

provide the students, that they

purport to represent, with a

viable and accountable

alternative. In the past little has

been done to promote either the

furtherance of student union

accountability or the setting up

of an alternative to the Mooney

monopoly.

The temptation for all union

officials has been to seek their

answers to burning questions

through the College hack

‘conscious effort of opting in
and hence a concept of
excluding the vast majority of

students at Imperial. Little has

been done to try to break out of

this restrictive circle. Few dep

reps show any willingness to

fully represent their respective
departments on Union Council,

and no Union officials appear

to want to do anything to

change this, content to sit in

their office avoiding the trouble

of speaking to ‘ordinary

students’.

In previous years when faced

with the clearly unsatisfactory
results producing by the

‘Mooney monopoly’ successive

administrations have either
proposed refectory boycotts

which never came to fruition or

have simply settle for

condemnation of Mooney

either in FELIX or in

conversation. Unsatisfactory

though the refectories are, they

do provide a convenient place

to have a meal, and to many

people the convenience more .

than compensates for the poor

value and quality. It is surely

now time for the students’ un-

ion to make a positive move
towards greater independance.
from College; it must look for-
ward to providing and running

its own independant refectory
and bar system, providing what

students want and making the
resultant system accountable to
the students themselves.

To campaign for and imple-

ment such radical changes to

the conventional view of IC

Union demands a committed

enthusiastic and determined

Deputy President. While I am

in little doubt about my en-

thusiasm and determination to

work towards the intro duction

of such changes, Dave Parry’s

decision to stand for D. P. gave

me second thoughts about

standing.

In retrospect I believe that
Dave Parry would probably

make the better Deputy

President, his experience and

ability more than compensating
for my enthusiasm and

idealism. If however anybody
agrees with the points that I

have outlined above, I urge you

to fight to ensure that the
executive takes them up next

year, and that they take

Imperial College Union
forward to become a union

truly representing the interests

of its students. :

Yours sincerely

Simon Neild ,



Not in Public Sean!Rag Week
The Rag Committee are to hold a

‘Mini Rag Week’ next week

following the success of the main

Rag Week last term.

Plans for the mini-week were

Started last term and a list of

events was announced this week.

There will be three Rag collec-

tions in conjunction with other

London colleges and a number of

other events.

On Monday the collection will

be with Kings College, on Friday

with QEC and on Saturday with

Chelsea College. Joint collec-

tions had to be organised because

IC Rag had left it too late to apply

for their owi. collection licenses.

There will also be a Hypnosis

Lecture and Demonstration by

Martin S Taylor on Tuesday at

7:00pm in ME220. For this there

will be a £2 entrance charge, with

proceeds to Rag. And on Tues-

day lunchtime there will be Silly

Games in the JCR. See your CCU

for further details. However, a

word of warning—it is rumoured

that Guilds Custare Pie Brigade

will be active during the week.

More

Fascist

Tory Cuts

The College is to receive £28.08m

from the University Grants Com-

mittee as its recurrent grant for

1984/5 it was announced

recently. This compares with

£27.29m for this year and repre-

sents a 2'4% cut in real terms.

The effect on College spending

in areas other than salaries is

likely to be greater than a 2'4%

cut, however. A senior academic

in College has estimated the

result will be a 10% cut in

expenditure on teaching.

The College is presently for-

mulating all its response to the

UGC’s questionnaire on the

future of higher education. A

draft reply was considered at a

Board of Studies meeting on

Wednesday and was approved

with minor alterations. It will

now be considered by the Gover-

nors at their meeting on 16

March. Professor Swanson, Pro-

Rector, who is co-ordinating the

response will be speaking about

the College’s reply next Tuesday

at 1:00pm in ME220. FELIX will

be bringing you more details of

the College’s reply in a forth-

_ coming issue.

FELIX

i

Next year’s RCS Exec can’t wait to get started! They
were ratified at the Results UGM last Tuesday and
they’re just raring to go. Ann Collins was elected RCS
President with a majority of 256 votes and Sean Davis
was elected Vice President with a majority of 114 votes.
Paul Bloomfield (Hon Sec), Jane Ryder (AAO) and Paul
Richardson (HJT) were unopposed.

Laundry behind Schedule
The Southside Central

‘Launderette will not be com-

pleted by the scheduled date, next

Monday. Don Clark, Estates

Secretary, said that the work was

*3 to 4 weeks’ behind, and the

launderette will not now open

until next term. The new gym in

Southside will also not be ready

until next term.

The management of the laun-

derette will be undertaken by the

new Managing Surveyor (Resi-

dences), and the finances of the

service will be under the Resi-

dence Account. The charges for

washing and drying have not yet

been fixed, but they will take into

account the cost of providing the

facilities and for depreciation of

equipment.

N US Debate
The motion ‘This house believes

i that ICU does not need the NUS’

' was narrowly carried on Tuesday

at a meeting jointly organised by

the Conservative and Liberal

societies. .

Proposing the motion, Federa-

_tion of Conservative Students

| Vice-Chairman, Marc Glenden-

‘ning spoke of his main objection
ito the NUS, that many students

'were forced against their wishes

to become members of an organ-

isation with whose policies they

did not agree. NUS Secretary

Jane Taylor opposing said that

all students could vote to deter-

mine whether their student union

was in the NUS. She claimed the

NUS was an effective voice

representing students.

Seconding the motion J Martin

Taylor, former ICU External

Affairs Officer, spoke of the

expense of NUS membership,

which would cost ICU over

£15,000. He said this would result

in severe cuts in Union spending

on student activities. Seconding

the opposition Philip Nathan (ex-

IC Liberal Club chairman)

claimed that NUS’s work re-

sulted in large benefits to indivi-

dual students and student unions

which far outweighed the cost of

membership.

After speeches from the floor

the proposers made summing-up

speeches and on the vote the

motion was carried by a one-vote

margin.

Southside Halls to
The consequences of the recent

inspection of the Southside Halls

by GLC Fire Inspectors could be

far more serious than previously

reported. The College is to

receive a report from the inspec-

tors in about eight weeks time

which it is expected will call for a

major re-appraisal of fire pre-

cautions in the halls and may

include structural changes.

The inspectors are understood

to be worried by the staircase

layout of the halls since fire could

quickly spread up the stair-wells.

The layout of the gallery levels is

also a cause for concern and may

have to be altered by the

installation of extra partitions to

act as fire screens.

Mr Don Clarke, College

Estates Secretary, would not

comment on the likely findings of

the report, saying he would wait

until the report was delivered to

College before making any state-

ment. He said that the inspectors

had asked at the time of their visit

for certain action to be taken

immediately, including the re-

moval of fridges, dustbins and

bicycles from the staircases. It is

thought they also made clear

. their concern over the structural

layout of the building, but the
College is not required to take

action until the report is com-

plete.

The inspection was originally

requested by the College in view

of the increased use of the halls as

a hotel in summet. It is difficult to

see what steps could be taken to

alter the basic structure of the

halls,.but it seems likely that the

close?
College will at least be required to

break each stair-well up into

small units by the installation of

fire doors and screens to prevent

fire spreading. Another possi-

bility would be the installation of

more sophisticated fire detection

and control equipment. What-

ever steps are taken considerable

expense would be involved,

which raises the question of how

the College would pay for the

extra precautions.

Meanwhile on most hall land-

ings the fridges have been moved

to on of the side lobbies after the

inspectors’ visit. However this is

‘only seen as a temporary solu-

tion, since it is thought unlikely

such a move would satisfy the

inspectors. A permanent solution

has still to be formed.
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