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ESTATES CRUMPLED

IN IRONS FIASCO
As construction of a central launderette facility open to all IC students

progresses, it was revealed that no ironing facilities have been included in

the plans. The launderette, in the basement of Southside, is part of phase

1 of a scheme for the complete conversion of the area into student

facilities. In addition phase 1 includes a gym and changing facilities

which are also under construction. The preparation of a weights training

room in the Southside basement has also recently been completed.

Work began on 7 Novernber

last year and the completion date

is 5 March. However the contract

is running 2 to 3 weeks behind

schedule, according to Mr John

Lauwerys, College Senior Assis-

tant Secretary. It is hoped that

the time can be made up to enable

work to finish not more than a

week behind schedule.

The launderette will have ten

automatic washing machines and

four tumble dryers, and will be

situated in the former women’s

toilets opposite the entrance to

the refectory in the basement.

There will not be any ironing

facilities however. It is envisaged

that laundries in the individual

Southside Halls will be converted

to much needed extra kitchens,

but that present ironing/drying

rooms will remain unchanged.

There will be no ironing facilities

for students not resident in the

Halls.

The gym, primarily intended

for martial arts, etc, rather than

ball games, is to be formed frorn

part of the old refectory room on

the ground floor (above the

present refectory). Eventually it

is envisaged that other facilities

here will include a squash court

and table tennis room with men’s

and women’s changing rooms

and a sauna.

The final stages of the

conversion plan are still some

way in the future, but they

include a concert hall, billiards

room, and Union offices, as well

as the sports facilities mentioned

earlier. The provision of such

facilities, duplicating those

already in existence, will release

parts of the Union Building for

other uses. Quite what other uses

the College has in mind are still

unclear.

STOP PRESS!

Anti-porn campaigner Michael Newman has taken his crusade outside

College, it was revealed this week. Mr Newman has written to 17

national newspapers giving details of events organised by RSMU such

as Hon Pornographers’ Night and Mines Revue.

Already he has been interviewed by a reporter from the News of the

World and yesterday afternoon at 3:00pm the Sunday Express

contacted him to arrange an interview. It is not yet known whether

either paper will actually publish the story.

Both papers were attempting to contact RSMU officials yesterday,

but apparently without success. However, FELIX contacted Mines

Vice President Tim Williams for his reaction. He expressed

amusement at Mr Newman’s antics and was not worried about

RSMU’s activities being sensationalised in the gutter press. Mines

Union’s position was, he believed, entirely defensible.

College Secretary John Smith was not aware of the developments

when FELIX contacted him at 5:00pm yesterday. He commented that

anyone who read the News of the World was ‘halfway to reading

pornography anyway’. He didn’t feel that the situation regarding

pornographic events at IC was unusually bad.

Darth Vader

Wants You!

Lord Darth Vader, the most evil manin the entire

universe will be taking time off from the Death Star

and paying a visit to Imperial College next week.

David Prowse, who played the ultimate bad guy in

the Star Wars Trilogy will be speaking at the RCS

annual dinner which will be held at the London

International Hotel next Friday.
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Letters ye

Cuts Blarney

Dear Pallab

On reading last week’s

FELIX, I was very displeased

with the news item, entitled

‘ICU Slams UGC’. The first

three paragraphs I suppose you

could call news. However the

last paragraph was written in

totally a different vain.

Here your News Editor (J

Martin Taylor) seems to have

compiled his. own little editorial

~ so for those people who have

. Yead this section, I would

like to put the matter straight.

Where J Martin says ‘it is

widely believed that the Union’s

~ comments will not be taken too

' seriously,’ does he not

‘ mean—that he does not believe,

as he was the only person who

’ read and was therefore able to

“comment onthe report.

He then concluded by saying

‘in tne opinion of a number of

people who have read her

report’.

people, meaning one person—

himself.

I will therefore ask your

News Editor to refrain from

deliberate exaggeration and to

put only news into news

articles, not his own personal

opinion, and, then claim that it

was also the opinion of many

others.

Yours sincerely

Sean Davis

IC Union Hon Sec

“Ps: How wide is J Martin
Set

A Happy Man
Dear Gaynor

At last I am a happy man.

. Words can scarcely express the

? delight that I felt on finding that

“the baked beans in the Union

‘Refectory were at last hot on

‘Monday.

«Each fork-full of the perfectly

* formed beans (in a steaming hot

‘tomato sauce) cleaved to. my

palate rendering me speechless

with delight. —.;

May IC join NUS, may the

- Union move to Southside, may

. the tiles fall off Elec Eng, may

the Bot/Zoo tea room close

tomorrow; but please. oh please

may the baked beans never be

‘cold again.

’ Ah, what a wonderful thing it

_is to have one’s whims catered

.to by so great a caterer as Mr

Mooney. Dave Rowe

cc Pallab Ghosh

That is a number of .

WIST

Survey
Dear Pallab

A group of women at College

are carrying out research for a

paper to be presented at the

1984 SRHE (Society for

Research into Higher

“Education) conference. The

paper will be concerned with

women presently studying for a

science and engineering degree,

and women who decided to

leave college mid-course. We

have had a good response to the

questionnaire sent out before

Christmas, and would like to

ask all those women who have

not yet completed their

questionnaires to please do so

as soon as possible. This will

enable us to compile a paper

including all of the wide ranging

views of women in College—the

project being especially

important since 1984 is

‘Women into Science and

Engineering’ (WISE) year, and

the various committees are

involved are very eager to see

research on this subject

published in their effort to

encourage more women to take

up scientific/engineering

subjects at all levels.

Thanks for passing the

message on.

Yours

Susan Watts

The Grumpy

Guy

You recently telephoned me

for information about our Com-

mon Room in the Beit Quad-

rangle. I gave it to you but did so

reluctantly in Jight of your

distorted reporting of earlier

related events.

In future if you want informa-
tion from me about the Depart-

ment will you please ask for it in

writing. I shall then do my best to

oblige you if your request is

reasonable.. I shall do so in

writing. and as quickly as circum-

stances permit.

Professor R K S Wood

Letters:-to-the:ae
Dep Rep

Elections
Dear Pallab

You mentioned in your

editorial last week, the hack

elections. However you

ommitted to mention. the

impending dep rep elections

(papers up Tues 24).

It is time for ordinary

students in the College to wake

up and realise what is

happening around them.

Education cuts mean that

changes will have to be made.

Unless students know what is

going on, then they will suffer.

The jobof a dep rep should

not be taken on by a final year

student who suddenly finds

him/herself with nothing on

his/her CV. Neither should it be

used just as a step towards hack

(or CCU) heirarchy.

Dep Reps need to care for

their students, their depart-

ment, their Union and their

College. A good Dep Rep does

not have a quiet life.

Dedicated people, your

students need you.

Yours

G Thorpe

Met & Mat Sci Dep Rep

Editorial

Control
Dear Pallab

As a supplement to the typing

course on which you were

apparently sent (the upshot of

which I shall refrain from

making comment on here!),

may I suggest that you attend a

course in the art of text editing;

an art in which—judging by the

way you pejoratively and

clumsily edited a letter of mine

(printed in the FELIX of 20

January)—your abilities as

FELIX Editor appear

somewhat dubious and

incompetent!

I refer of course to the way in

which you unceremoniuosly cut

short the letter half way

through a paragraph, without

Philip A Green

Dear Pallab

This letter is one of many I

hope to be sending over the next

few weeks to inform people

inside and outside College of

our Union selling porn.

I remember the feeling of

frustration and anger I felt at

the beginning of my first year

when I wrote a_ highly

emotional letterto FELIX and

a number of outside organisa-

tions complaining about

pornography in our College.

Chris Crownshaw criticised me

then for washing ‘dirty linen’ in

public. Over a year has past, we

have had four opportunities to

wash that ‘dirty linen’ yet as a

result of the Mines’. campaign

and our own apathy we have

not done so. The pornographic

events continue.

There are many ignorant

people in this College, there are

many who do not care to think

about reality and choose to live

in their private little worlds

away from nuclear weapons,

degradation, poverty, in-

humanity and war. Their

attitude towards the porno-

graphic industry in this College

is a symptom. RSMU in its

actions at UGMs and elsewhere

has staunchly defended

prejudice, ignorance and

naivity. The ‘Save Mines

Campaign’ was one to defend

them if from anything from the

real world, the world of

suffering that they wish to

forget and wash their hands of.

The letters and the motion at

the UGM are not an attempt to

wash our ‘dirty linen’ in public.

I believe it is up to us to choose

what kind of Union we have, .

but once we have chosen, and

the opportunity has been given

to us three times this year, then

we must be willing to show

people what we are like. We

should all be proud of our

College and Union. Chris

Crownshaw should be proud of

the RSMU and therefore only

too pleased that I am telling

people about it. I hope all of

you reading this are proud of

our College, I hope you will

thank me for spreading its good

name, indeed your good name.

And if you are not ask

yourselves why?

I am not washing our “dirty

linen’ in public I am simply

flying our Union’s flag.’

Yours sincerely

Michael Newman
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Bar Promotions Piss Up!Get off Your Arses

and Complain

The Refectory Suggestions and

Complaints Committee has

issued a plea for more com-

plaints. The work of the com-

mittee is being limited by

students eating in the refectories,

according to chairman Gaynor

Lewis.

Each of the College’s four

student refectories has a box on

the wall to collect the written

comments of customers. All

submissions made in this way are

considered by the committee,

which consists of student and

staff reps along with Mr Victor

Mooney, Refectory Manager.

However the boxes, which are

easily raistaken for large nesting

boxes, have in recent years lost

their labelling and the convenient

paper and pencil which used to be

provided. This has resulted in the

committee’s supply of cormplains

all but drying up.

Considering the usual quality

of food served in the refectories,

it seems that there should be

plenty to compain about. So

FELIX issues an appeal to all

refectory customers—start cor-

plaining now and let’s see the

suggestions boxes filled to

capacity!

Mooney Tops

On Prices
A questionnaire has been sent out

by Union Internal Services

Chairman Hugh Southey to

other colleges around the country

to find out how their refectories

are managed. The sample was

chosen to give colleges with a

mixture of student union and

college run refectories with some

outlets run by outside

contractors.

Replies to the questionnaire

are now being returned and are to

be used by the Union in

suggesting to the College

improvements in the running of

refectories, or even as a basis for

the Union managing its own

outlet. Early replies suggest that

whilst IC’s refectories are some of

the worst in terms of food

quality, Mr Mooney’s financial

performance is rather better than

most from the College’s point of

view, in that he is able to make a

slight overall profit.

The reply from the Bedford

College Union President, Miss
Delyth Morgan, was less than

helpful, however. She returned

the questionnaire, refusing to

complete it because the covering

letter from Mr Southey began

“Dear Sir’.

Teller, has. succeeded in persuad-

ing the Bar Committee to hold a

one week bar promotion. From

26 February to 3 March most

beers in College bars will have

their prices cut to 50p. The only

exceptions to this will be

Guinness, which will be sold at

60p, and the Guest Ales, which

will remain at normal prices.

Although Bar Committee is

still to finalise details, it is

planned that in addition to the

cheap beer other special events

will be organised. This may

include free food and free enter-

ICU Deputy President, Christine tainment.

The only thing that seems

unlikely to be changed is the price

of spirits. This is because re-

ducing the price of beer is seen as

the most effective way of boost-

ing bar trade.

Normally this period of the

year is a particularly poor one for

bars. This is because spring term

grants are beginning to run out

and academic work is beginning

to build up. However this week is

likely to be one ofthe busiest ever

as it coincides with Carnival, ICU

and CCU elections and several

other major events.

No Star Wars
In an entertaining lecture given to

Wellsoc members on Monday,

Professor Geoff New of the

physics department convinced

his audience that laser and

particle weapons in space are

impractical as a solution to the

arms race. Even if it were possible

to build a suitable laser, sirnple

calculations show that to satisfy

its fuel requirements would take a

space shuttle trip per day for

many years. A_ single battle

station in a geostationary orbit

would not be effective because of

beam divergence, and therefore

about 150 stations in lower orbits

would be required. The system

could never be tested before use,

and even an unlikely 95% success

rate in shooting down missiles

would still allow hundreds to get

through. Countermeasures are

very cheap and easy to think of.

The deployment of laser wea-

pons would in itself be a very

provocative and destabilising act.

Superpower interest in ‘space-

wars’ research is driven not only

by military aspirations but by

economic, political and prestige

considerations, according to Pro-

fessor New.

Flash in
A chip pan fire has left a flat in

the College’s Lexham Gardens

head tenancy with an unusuable

kitchen. The fire, on Tuesday

evening, started when a resident

ofthe flat put the chip pan on the

cooker and forgot about it.

Returning later to the kitchen he

found the room full of dense

black smoke and burning oil all

over the cooker.

The fire brigade were called

and soon four fire engines were

on the scene.

The fire was quickly

extinguished, leaving the resi-

dents to clear up the smoke-

blackened room. There is consid-

erable damage to the cooker and

other electrics, and the walls and

contents of the kitchen were

completely coated with a black

residue.

The residents later enjoyed

their meal which had _ been
cooking in the oven, without

chips.

the Pan
When asked if the food was

well done they said it was still a

little undercooked. One resident

was reported to have said ‘It’s

salads for us from now’.

OBITUARY
It is with regret that the Union

learned of the death on

10 January of Miss Phyllis

Trimmer, Manageress of the

Union Refectory for several

years.

ICU has given a donation to

Friends of St Thomas Hospital

in lieu of flowers in accordance

with Miss Trimmer’s wishes.
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