
ICU Skint!
The 3-4% increase projected for

IC Union for 1983-4 now seems

unlikely. Instead it is probable

that Union employees’ salaries

will be raised by 3'4% while the

income for clubs and societies

will remain the same. Since the

Union will have to rethink the

priorities of various societies, it

seems likely that some will face a

decrease.

Morphy Day

Banned

The tradition of the Morphy Day

tow-path battle is to be discontin-

ued following complaints about

the state of the tow-path after last

term’s fight.

In December, the Rector,

Lord Flowers, received a letter

of complaint from David Mellor,

Conservative Member of Parlia-

ment for Putney and Under-

Secretary of State for Energy.

The Rector (who is himself a

member of the standing comm-

ittee on Energy and the Environ-

ment) summoned Union Presi-

dent Stephen Goulder, who

continued on page 3
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GORILLA
IN SHERFIELD
There were several reports of a

large gorilla wandering about in

the .Sherfield Building late on

Wednesday evening. All attempts

to trace it have been unsuccessful.

The gorilla, described as

about six feet tall, black and

hairy, was spotted roaming the

lower floors of the Sherfield

Building at about 8:50pm. It

appeared quite harmless, and

even docile, until a hastily-

summoned FELIX photograph-

er arrived on the scene, where-

upon the gorilla fled. The

photographer gave chase but

while he was trying to photo-

graph the gorilla it entered a lift

and travelled towards the top of

the building. The photographer,

hampered by his camera, failed

to catch it, and it vanished into

the .maze of corridors in the

Sherfield Building.

Security staff claimed to have

.seen nothing, but told FELIX

‘that it is well known that a

student in Linstead owns a

gorilla costume, and sightings of

the beast were quite common

until two years ago.

The Sherfield gorilla could not

quite escape our photographer by

dashing into a lift.
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Small Ad

® Honda moped 50cc V reg. For sale
price negotiable. Contact T Halim
DOC Rm347 Huxley building MSc
letter rack.
@ Calling all Go players. Please’
contact L Holland via Physics 1 letter

—FEES "2s

@ Accommodation: Female to ‘share

‘double room in luxury house in

Victoria. CH & all mod cons. £108pcm

& all bills. Ring 821 9853 or Int 4125.

@ Physics Wanderers 3—The Druids

(Phys 1) 6. So what if we had two more

players than they did? Any team

interested in a match, contact Lee

Evans (Phys 1).

@ Budding artist wanted to design

Squash Club sweatshirt. Contact Dave
Molesworth, RSMU office or 731-6301.

@ Lost: mike stand from the Union

Concert Hall end of last term. If found

contact R Brandon Phys 2.

@ For sale: Single pine bed; excellent

condition. £35 ono. Contact Peter

Mottishaw, Physics PG internal 2984

or 24C Kingsmill House, Sutton

Estate.

@ Football:- A sleeping giant has

woken, Civ Eng II are ready for battle.

Does anyone dare take us on
Contact C. Mannall Civ Eng Il.

@ A.M.P: What's it like to work for

living? Will Ladbrokes ever recover?

@ Liz your lips are electric...

@Archery? Anyone interested please

contact Nigel Atkinson, Chem Eng 1.

@ SF Soc: You have flushed me out.

Publish the location of the editorial

pigeon-hole and | may oblige. Cossar.

.@ Caught short? Due to popular

‘demand, the Welfare Officer now
keeps stocks of women and can be

woken if necessary on Int 2292.

@ Ski Club! Dry slope skiing at
Hillingdon every Thursday. Meet

opposite Old Chemistry building
7.00pm. Approx cost £2-50.

® Skiing in Scotland. The Ski Club will

be organising a weekend ski trip to
Aviemore. Why not have a ‘crack’ at

snow skiing? Meeting next Thursday

6.00pm above Southside bar.

@ Bow Tie wishes it to be known that

he is not responsible for the series

“Horns of Uncertainty”.

@ Single room in flat. Available

immed aay Rent £24pw. Location nr.

West Kensington tube. 10 mins from

@ Learners! Commuters! You need my
Suzuki A100 (V reg). For only £210
this marvellous machine (including
rack, manuals and some spares) can
be yours. Contact R Shammas, Elec
Eng ll.

® DebSoc open committee meeting on
Mon 24th Jan at 12:45 in the Upper
Lounge. All members welcome.
@ Pentax K1000 manual SLR for sale.
Mint condition inc. case and UV filter
£60 Apply D Anthony 111 F-K Hall.

@ Will everyone, FEL/X included, who
has one of the Ents film catalogues
please return it to the Union office as
soon as possible. Thanks, Gerard.

®@ Squash rackets: Classic 003 £12 ea.
Also selection of American-made
Manta rackets. See Sports Centre
Squash Club noticeboard for details
or ring Dave 731-6301 for details.

@ Free summer holidays in the U.S.A.
Find out more in the JCR this Friday
lunchtime. Look for the stars and
stripes.

@ Ford Escort 1100 L reg, requires
some maintenance, MOT till middle of
Feb, £100 ono. Contact Mark Taylor
DOC Il.

®@ “Impossible Productions” as part of

SCAB night, present “37 Plays in 37
Minutes.” The complete works of The
Bill Shakespeare live onstage. Guar-
anteed parts (almost) to any person—
or dog—who turns up on Monday 24th
Jan at 7.15pm in Concert Hall. No
previous experience required,

® Tennis Club: Second Team Trial will
be held from 1.00pm on Wednesday
26th Jan—Linstead courts.

@ Would you like some money next
year? Will all SCC societies please
note the details of our meetings in the
What's On column. Grant claims for
next year must be in by next Thursday

please.

@ RCS Annual Dinner. Tickets, only
£11.50, are available from soc reps or
the Union Office. Remember not
everybody can go to Silwood, here's
just as good an alternative.

® Calling Hewlett Packard prog-
rammable calculator users. Following

College. Please contact A Milner 4 sucessful get-together last term we
Chem Eng III or A Fraser Physics III.

: @Renetly

Ladies’ & Gentlemen's Hairdressers

Discount for students and staff!

Cut: first visit £3, second visit and after

£2.50; shampoo, cut and blow dry: first
visit £4.20, second visit and after £3.85.

Equally attractive reductions for lady

students,
Mon to Fri 9am to 5pm

Sat 9am to 12noon
. Renetly, 154a Sane Rd, SW7

-37

(Next to British Airways Building)
Appointments not always necessary.

@ Andy: Don't use them all at once. If

in doubt consult a copy of ...But Were
Afraid to Ask.

are meeting again in Physics 630 on
Sat. 29 January at 2pm. Exchange
programs, play Star Trek, get a

discount on you next purchase.
Students and staff welcome.

® Welfare Officer regrets the temp-
orary shorteg of supplies. | don't
know what Frank Rowsell can be
doing with them all...

® Attention Holbein FC Hope you can
count to over ten. See you in Feb.

Love, SHFC.

@ To SHFC: | think we'll score more
than ten against you. Holbein rule all
Houses (not like PW).

@ Physics Wanderers 3, Physics (1)
Juniors 6. We allowed the youth team
a morale-boosting victory. PHYSICS
RULE THEMSELVES.

@ Rat. You're a mighty purple hero!.

@ Alan: Has the kangaroo displaced

you affections? Green Furry Frog.

Guest Ale

EBSTER’S REAL ALE

60p JCR Bar

from Monday
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The Horns of
Uncertainty

Covenants —

a gift from

If your parents contribute to

your grant, you can use a

covenant as a painless way of

increasing the money that they

give you by 43%.

Covenants were developed as

a means of aiding tax-exempt

people of which impecunious

students are the prime example.

The idea of a deed of covenant

in this context is quite simply

that our parents commit to

writing an undertaking to pay a

certain sum of money each year

for a period capable of exceeding

six years. This does not commit

your parents to actually paying

you for six years, it is merely a

legal requirement of covenants

that they must be capable of

exceeding six years. After each

payment you get a form from the

tax office, fill it in and return it

to your tax office and they wil

then refund you the basic rate

tax that your parents have

already paid on the moneyu that

you receive under the covenant.

Do not be put off if it sounds

complicated and legalistic — we

have a simple deed of covenant

you can copy out and once

signed covenants are very simple

to administer as the hundreds of

students who have already

benefited from them can vouch.

the taxman

Points to note

1. To benefit from a covenant

you must be over 18 or married.

2. Your parents must be paying

tax and you not paying tax.

3. The amount covenanted — ie

what you get from your parents

plus what you get from the

taxman — counts as your earned

income. This means that if the

money you receive under the

covenant plus any other income

you have during the year such as

vacation earnings exceeds your

Personal Tax Allowance (£1565

for single people) then you will

haveto start paying tax on the

excess. This position has been

further complicated this year by

the taxing of some social security

benefits so it is wise to do your

sums first. The Student Services

Office can help you with this.

4, Covenants can be drawn up at

any time of the year and at any

point in the student’s course, but

for maximum benefit the earlier

the better.

5. The covenant can be cancelled

by mutual consent at any time.

Want to know more?

Call into the Student Services

Office, 15 Princes Gardens, any

time between 9.30am and 6pm

and we can give you a fact-sheet

with all the details you need to

know.
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agreed that ‘throwing shit does

not impress MPs’. Mr Goulder

then wrote to the Constituent

College Unions informing them

that in his opinion the battle

should be discontinued. ‘Gone

are the days when students could

indulge in organised vandalism’,

he told FELIX. Mr Goulder has

never taken part in the battle.

For the last eight years, teams

from the CCUs have fought for

possession of the Morphy Oar

by flinging revolting substances

at each other, to the displeasure

of the local residents of Putney,

who would find the remaining

mess on the tow-path the

following morning, This year the

RCSU fire-engine, Jez, was used

to hose down the tow-path after

the battle, but the cleaning was

not as thorough as had been

hoped,

Another factor influencing Mr

Goulder’s decision is the ex-

pense to the Union; the event is

funded by ICU Rag, and not by

the CCUs. Last term £44 was

spent on dustbin lids to be used

as shields and £300 of damage

was caused to one of the Union

vans. In addition, the oar was

broken and most of it has since

been stolen.

The decision to ban the tow-

path battle will not affect the

rowing which also takes place on

Morphy Day. Plans to move the

event to Harlington sports

ground are unlikely to go ahead

as there is no river there!

Sovereign

Switchboard

The telephone switchboard at the

Sovereign Hotel has been reconn-

ected and students can now

receive incoming calls in their

rooms.

‘The Sovereign is the smaller of
the College’s two new head

tenancies, and its forty eight

students, mostly postgraduates,

have been unable to receive

incoming calls until now. It has

taken three months and the

combined efforts of Lillian

Harrison, the student manager

of the hotel, and Michael

Arthur, the Student Services

Officer, to have the system

restored,

The switchboard was original-

ly disconnected early last term

by the warden, Andy Walker,

and the hotel’s proprietors, who

will pay the hundred pound

reconnection fee.

The hotel now has four lines

which wil be operated by the

residents between 6:00 and

10:00pm every evening. The new

numbers are 01-370 6244/5 and

01-370 6255/6.

NUS Survey of

IC Students

Imperial College has been

_Chosen as one of sixty institutes

of higher education to partici-

pate in a survey of students’

living standards in Britain, The

National Union of Students has

commissioned the survey from

the Survey Research Unit at the

Polytechnic of North London as

part of a review of the present

system of grants. The results will

probably influeuce the NUS’s

response to the government’s

projected student loan scheme.

Although Imperial College has

not been affiliated to the NUS

for five years, the Union has

agreed to assist in the survey

which coincides with one curr-

ently being organised by the

College’s External Affairs

Committee. Some seventy-five

NUS questionnaires and 150 of

the College’s own will be sent to

randomly selected students,

Welfare Officer
Posts a Brick

A group of “financial planners”

have again been entering the

halls of residence. They offer

dubious financial services and

have in the past caused consider-

able nuisance, resulting in their

ejection from the buildings.

Welfare Officer Jon Barnett here

demonstrates one of the more

effective methods of discouraging

their return - mail then a brick!

(using their ‘reply paid’ post-

card, of course)

New Girl in Student Services

The Student Services Office now

has a full-time Welfare Advisor,

a post which has been vacant

since Sue Telling left in June of

last year. She is Karen Stott, and

she will be available in the

-Student Services Office to deal

with students’ problems on’

private sector accommodation,

grants, social security, and other

related matters. Karen has

previously had experience of this

type of work when she was

suobatical Education and Wel-

fare Officer at the University of

Wales at Bangor, where she took

a degree in history,

Since leaving there she has

completed a one year teacher

training course at Ormskirk, but

decided early on that she didn’t

want to become a teacher

because she ‘couldn't stand

working in a school.’ Since

finishing this course she has been

unemployed for seven months.

She was described as ‘efficient

and hard-working—not at all

suitable for the job’ by Gary

Turner, another Student Serv-

ices employee. (Gary was later

described as the ‘resident office

slob’ by Student Services Officer

Michael Arthur.) Karen's first

impression of the Student

Services office was that it

provides a good service to IC

students, comparing favourably

with similar services at Bangor,

Of Imperial! College she thought

it was ‘strange’, citing the

male/female ratio and the fact

that the College does not play as

much of a central role in the

social lives of IC students as

might be expected.

Pimlico Connects

Award

The Pimlico Connection Society

and the Communication of

Scientific Ideas Course have

received joint recognition from

the ‘Education for Capability’

movement of the Royal Society

for the Arts. Their joint course is

now one of the few schemes in

the country to have the approval

of the RSA in that it represents a

practical and innovative app-

roach to learning.

The recognition was formally

noted at a presentation cere-

meny on December 7 at which

Lord Seebohm presented a

certificate to Dr Sinclair Good-

lad and four officers of the

Pimlico Connection, After the

presentation they outlined their

work and the Department of

Humanities’ Communication of

Scientific Ideas course to an

audience of over two hundred

from the press, education,

industry, and commerce,
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From left: Gian Carlo, Tony Potter, John Hughes, Jonathan Wheeler,
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